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Sixty-third General Assembly
Third Session
9:00 A.M.

SPEAKER
Hon. Kevin Murphy

DEPUTY SPEAKERS
Keith Bain, Susan Leblanc

THE SPEAKER: Order, please. We will begin the daily routine.
PRESENTING AND READING PETITIONS

PRESENTING REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

TABLING REPORTS, REGULATIONS AND OTHER PAPERS
THE SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Justice.

HON. RANDY DELOREY: Mr. Speaker, could we revert back? | do not have the
proper language for that tabling in front of me.

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS

GOVERNMENT NOTICES OF MOTION
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THE SPEAKER: The honourable Minister Responsible for the Advisory Council
on the Status of Women.

RESOLUTION NO. 579

HON. KELLY REGAN: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day I
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month and Nova Scotia recognizes the
trauma and impacts of sexual violence on the lives of victims, survivors, our families, and
our communities; and

Whereas we acknowledge the courage and conviction of those who share their
experiences in search of justice and healing to ensure sexual violence is not generational,
tolerated, or normalized; and

Whereas we acknowledge the Nova Scotians who support survivors, from the
sexual assault nurse examiners who respond with compassion for victims at their most
vulnerable time to the trauma therapists who help them recover, to the teenagers who find
their voice and call out behaviour that emboldens, minimizes, or makes light of sexual
violence;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly thank all those
who have led the movement and continue to lead the movement against sexualized
violence.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

THE SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

All those in favour? Contrary minded? Thank you.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Health and Wellness.

RESOLUTION NO. 580

HON. ZACH CHURCHILL: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day
| shall move the adoption of the following resolution:
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Whereas the Advance Care Planning in Canada project is led by the Canadian
Hospice Palliative Care Association and aims to help Canadians prepare for their future
health and personal care if they are unable to speak for themselves; and

Whereas Advance Care Planning Day encourages Canadians to have important
conversations with friends, loved ones, and caregivers about their wishes and values for
their future health, and this year’s theme is Advance Care Planning: An Essential
Conversation for Everyone; and

Whereas 80 per cent of Canadians believe advance care planning is important, but
fewer than one in five Canadians actually has an advance care plan;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House recognize April 16, 2021,
as National Advance Care Planning Day and encourage all of us to have these important
conversations with loved ones and develop an advance care plan;

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

THE SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

All those in favour? Contrary minded? Thank you.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Fisheries and Aquaculture.

RESOLUTION NO. 581

HON. KEITH COLWELL: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day
I shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas after winning a competition in September 2010, Nicole Sampson became
the first female fisher representative with the Department of Fisheries and Aquaculture,
representing the department in Inverness and Victoria Counties; and

Whereas in a position now called Coastal Resource Coordinator, Nicole joins her
seven colleagues in maintaining and developing frontline relations with the industries we
serve and deliver departmental programs to; and
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Whereas Nicole came to us from the Department of Fisheries and Oceans, where
she had earned the respect of the industry and her colleagues through her knowledge of the
fishing industry and her dedication to the community;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House recognize Nicole Sampson
for her success as Coastal Resource Coordinator as she continues her role in Port Hood,
representing Inverness and Richmond Counties.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

THE SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

All those in favour? Contrary minded? Thank you.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Immigration and Population Growth.

RESOLUTION NO. 582

HON. LENA METLEGE DIAB: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future
day I shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Nova Scotia recognizes the key role of supportive settlement services for
the inclusion and retention of newcomers in communities across the province; and

Whereas Immigration Services Association of Nova Scotia (ISANS) is the largest
immigrant-serving agency in Atlantic Canada with over 270 staff from more than 64
countries; and

Whereas last year, ISANS celebrated, virtually, their 40" anniversary of helping
immigrants to build a future in Nova Scotia through innovative community settlement
support, language training, and employment and entrepreneur services;

Therefore be it resolved that the members of the Legislature join me in recognizing
ISANS’s important contribution to settlement services over the past 40 years, and their
innovation and service delivery during COVID-19, continuing to provide programs to
newcomers during this difficult time.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.
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THE SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

All those in favour? Contrary minded? Thank you.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Communities, Culture and Heritage.
RESOLUTION NO. 583

HON. SUZANNE LOHNES-CROFT: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a
future day I shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Drake Batherson of New Minas was drafted 1215 overall in the fourth
round of the 2017 National Hockey League Draft; and

Whereas Batherson continues to make us all proud as he laces up his skates on the
front lines of the Ottawa Senators, having an exemplary season; and

Whereas Batherson continues to be within the top scorers for the Senators, posting
13 goals and 12 assists in 44 games so far this season, with a notable six-game goal streak,
tying the previous record for the Senators set by Jason Spezza;

Therefore be it resolved that this House congratulate Drake Batherson for his
incredible success in the National Hockey League, and wish him all the best for a continued
successful season.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

THE SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

All those in favour? Contrary minded? Thank you.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Fisheries and Aquaculture.
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RESOLUTION NO. 584

HON. KEITH COLWELL: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day
I shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Mr. Bernie Barry of Yarmouth County, an advocate for southwestern
Nova Scotia lobster fishing, has stepped down as president of the Coldwater Lobster
Association; and

Whereas Mr. Barry, as president of the Coldwater Lobster Association the past six
and a half years, led the Association to become an industry leader in advocacy and scientific
participation, including trials for ropeless gear, the Atlantic Lobster Moult and Quality
Survey, lobster-tagging programs, and the creation of the Southwest Lobster Science
Society; and

Whereas Mr. Barry has been an integral voice for lobster fishers in southwestern
Nova Scotia for his industry knowledge, solutions-based leadership, and advocacy for his
members, and he will be missed as he steps down from the position;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly join me in
recognizing Bernie Barry for his efforts and dedication as past president of the Coldwater
Lobster Association.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

THE SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

All those in favour? Contrary minded? Thank you.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Agriculture.

RESOLUTION NO. 585

HON. KEITH COLWELL.: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day
I shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Marion MacAulay has retired after 10 years with the Department of
Agriculture; and
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Whereas Marion’s roles included Manager of Land Protection, Manager of
Regional Services, Director of Animal and Crop Protection, and, finally, Executive
Director of the Agriculture and Food Operations Branch; and

Whereas a dedicated civil servant, Marion served the department and the
agriculture sector extremely well,

Therefore be it resolved that members of this House congratulate Marion MacAulay
for her hard work and service to the department and industry, and wish her a long and
enjoyable retirement.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

THE SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

All those in favour? Contrary minded? Thank you.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Communities, Culture and Heritage.

RESOLUTION NO. 586

HON. SUZANNE LOHNES-CROFT: Whereas World Gaels’ Jam, an online event

running from April 26 to May 1, 2021, will bring together a group of about 30 Gaels drawn

from diverse backgrounds from many countries with different levels of experience and a
range of viewpoints; and

Whereas World Gaels’ Jam will be a time to explore identities and commonalities
as Gaels from different countries and backgrounds, as well as what makes Gaels unique;
and

Whereas Gaelic Nova Scotian community members Alison Etter, Amber
Buchanan, Heather Sparling, Joyce MacDonald, and Shannon MacMullin have been
planning and working diligently and in a volunteer capacity in collaboration with YES!
World colleague Shilpa Jain to deliver this unique online gathering that will deepen
connections and strengthen a sense of community as Gaels;
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Therefore be it resolved that this House of Assembly recognize and congratulate all
those involved in the planning, organization, and delivery of World Gaels’ Jam 2021 for
their dedication and commitment to Gaelic language, culture, and identity in our province.

| ask for waiver of notice and passage without debate.
THE SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.
Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

All those in favour? Contrary minded? Thank you.
The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Municipal Affairs.

Nothing there? With the consent of the House and at the request of the Government
House Leader, we will revert back to tabling reports, regulations, and other papers.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

TABLING REPORTS, REGULATIONS AND OTHER PAPERS

The honourable Minister of Justice.

HON. RANDY DELOREY: In my capacity as the Attorney General of Nova
Scotia, | hereby beg leave to table the Nova Scotia Human Rights Commission annual
reports for 2018-19 and 2019-20.

THE SPEAKER: The reports are tabled.

The honourable Minister of Communities, Culture and Heritage is not on mute.
Would you please mute yourself? Thank you very much.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

Bill No. 128 - Entitled an Act to Amend Schedule A of Chapter 1 of the Acts of
2018. The Education Act, Respecting Mental Health Wellness Kits. (Tim Halman)
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Bill No. 129 - Entitled an Act to Assist Families with Child Care Costs Related
to COVID-19. (Claudia Chender)

Bill No. 130 - Entitled an Act to Establish Denim Day. (Karla MacFarlane)
Bill No. 131 - Entitled an Act Respecting Energy Efficiency. (Claudia Chender)
THE SPEAKER: Ordered that these bills be read a second time on a future day.
NOTICES OF MOTION

STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS

THE SPEAKER: The honourable member for Truro-Bible Hill-Millbrook-Salmon
River.

PYE, GARRY: DEATH OF - TRIBUTE

DAVE RITCEY: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recognize and pay tribute to a
community and business leader who passed away last week and left behind a lasting legacy
in our community - Mr. Garry Pye.

Garry’s business career began in the mid-1970s after purchasing several small
apartment buildings in the area, and he soon realized his passion for business and working
on a new deal.

In 1983, he purchased Brett Motors (now Pye’s Chevrolet) on Prince Street in
Truro, which over the years led to the acquisition of four more dealerships across the
Maritimes. Gary also always believed in giving back. He loved his family and his
community.

When the District Health Authorities were set up, Garry accepted the position of
chair in our area. He worked hard in this role and did an outstanding job. Among many
other roles, he also was chairman of the Colchester East Hants Hospital Foundation and
co-chair of the fundraising committee for the new Colchester East Hants Health Centre.

Mr. Speaker, I ask the members in the house to rise today to pay tribute to Garry’s
legacy and send condolences to Mary-Lou and the entire Pye family.

THE SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cape Breton Centre.
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PUB. SAFETY TELECOMMUNICATORS WK.:
HONOURING DISPATCHERS - THANKS

KENDRA COOMBES: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to acknowledge Public Safety
Telecommunicators Week.

Across Nova Scotia, dispatchers are there to take emergency calls for EHS, police,
and fire services. Their voices are the first you hear when you call 911 or the
non-emergency line. They are highly skilled and work around the clock to ensure our
safety. They are the calm voice heard when you are in distress. They are the voice that
provides instruction until help arrives.

Dispatchers are important in our public safety and are much appreciated by Nova
Scotians. When we are in the storm, they are called upon to be the calm in that storm, but
we can never forget they too are in that storm with us. They feel our pain and our fear every
day. There is no thank you that seems adequate, but they are appreciated.

| ask the House to join me as | thank dispatchers from across Nova Scotia.
THE SPEAKER: The honourable member for Colchester North.
PORTAPIQUE RESIDENTS: BUILD UP PROJECT - COMMEND

HON. KAREN CASEY: Mr. Speaker, let me take this opportunity to acknowledge
and congratulate the residents of Portapique for their leadership, their strength, and their
resilience over the last 12 months.

They have been harmed and hurt by the tragic events of April 2020, when 22 Nova
Scotians lost their lives. Thirteen of those Nova Scotians were members of the community
of Portapique. That community bears scars that may never heal, but they have come
together to strengthen and celebrate their sense of community spirit.

The Portapique Community Build Up Project was launched by the residents last
year and it has become an important part of the healing process. It sees neighbours working
together to renovate and expand the 200-year-old community hall. It sees the development
of sports fields, children’s playground, walking trails, multi-purpose courts, picnic areas,
and floral gardens. It has become a gathering place that embraces a sense of safety and of
community identity.

It sees partnerships, supports, and programming from organizations like the Boys
and Girls Club in Truro, the MacPhee Centre for Creative Learning in Dartmouth, the
Lawrencetown Education Centre, the Rotary Club of Truro, the Municipality of Colchester,
and the Provincial Department of Communities, Culture and Heritage, to name a few.
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They have also established the We Rise Again Fund to accept donations to support
the project. Many individuals and organizations have been generous. They understand the
purpose and, in the words of one donor, “it just feels good.”

| commend the community members for their bold initiative. In the midst of those
tragic events, they will not let that define their community. This Build Up Project is such
a beautiful way to honour and remember those thirteen special souls who will always be in
our hearts and on our minds. Thank you. (Standing Ovation)

[9:30 a.m.]
THE SPEAKER: The honourable member for Northside-Westmount.
WHYTE, LAURA - PHYSICIAN: HOPE HOUSE - BEST WISHES

MURRAY RYAN: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recognize Dr. Laura Whyte, her
husband Andrew, along with Chelsea and Ethan Fenton. After seeing the extent of drug
addiction while practising as an emergency room doctor in Glace Bay, Dr. Whyte decided
to open Hope House.

Hope House, Mr. Speaker, is a live-in addictions recovery home for women in Point
Edward. It is the first women’s only addiction treatment home in Cape Breton. Hope House
serves at-risk women by providing transitional housing, recovery programs, and
employment initiatives.

Hope House has a small farm with goats, and from that they have started a small
business, using the goats’ milk. Using essential oils for scent, graduates from the Hope
House trauma-informed recovery program make all the products, which are then then
packaged by hand. These products are sold in the community under the name Covered by
Hope. Profits are then used for operational costs of the House and to hire graduates of the
program where possible.

From its beginning, Hope House has been a success and has helped many women.
I would like to wish them all the success in this wonderful endeavour.

THE SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth South.

MACLELLAN, GEOFF - GOVT. HOUSE LDR.:
ACCOMMODATION FOR ALL - BEST WISHES

CLAUDIA CHENDER: Mr. Speaker, when | was elected four years ago it was
against the backdrop of stories of around-the-clock sittings, procedural trickery, deep
partisanship. Although my early experience was not that bad, | expected that when I
became the House Leader a short while later that | would be in for some surprises. But my
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worst fears did not come to pass, and for that reason | want to take this opportunity to
recognize the Government House Leader on what is likely to be his second to last day in
this Legislature.

In the past three years the member for Glace Bay has been fair and accommodating
in a role that demands neither. In this session, in particular, he has gone above and beyond
to ensure that all members are accommodated.

As a former critic of his and current House Leader, | ask all members to join me in
thanking the member for his service to this House and wishing him well as he moves on
for his next chapter. (Standing Ovation)

THE SPEAKER: The honourable member for Chester-St. Margaret’s.
TUNA BLUE INN: NEW OWNERS - CONGRATS.

HUGH MACKAY: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to congratulate Christine Murphy,
Tim Gentlemen, and John and Karen Flemming, who recently purchased the Dauphinee
Inn on Shore Club road in Hubbards. The new owners grew up spending their Summers in
Hubbards and were excited to purchase this well-established local business, now called the
Tuna Blue Inn. It is now refurbished and ready for customers to spend a night or two, to
enjoy a meal, or to tie up at their marina.

Mr. Speaker, | invite all members of the House of Assembly to join me in
congratulating the new owners of the Tuna Blue Inn, located on Shore Club Road in
Hubbards, and wish them a season of fine weather and happy customers.

THE SPEAKER: Okay, | have just been informed by the Clerk, via Legislative TV,
that there is going to be a forced restart of almost every government computer at 9:40 a.m.,
so unfortunately that is going to impact our ability to proceed.

What we are going to do is take our 15-minute COVID-19 break now, or a short
recess, as long as it takes. For everybody who is participating virtually we encourage you
to do a restart and the update now. If everybody in-house can do that as well, and when we
are back online we will try our best to proceed.

The House will now recess for a few minutes.

[9:34 a.m. The House recessed.]

[9:46 a.m. The House reconvened.]

THE SPEAKER: Order, please. | believe everybody is all restarted. Legislative
Television is back online, and we will resume Statements by Members. We’re going to
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break again at 10:00 a.m., the usual time, for our COVID-19 break, and Question Period
will start at 10:15 a.m.

The honourable member for Sydney-Whitney Pier.
DOUGLAS-YAKIMCHUK, CLOTILDA - NURSE: DEATH OF - TRIBUTE

HON. DEREK MOMBOURQUETTE: Mr. Speaker, today we mourn the loss of
Dr. Clotilda Douglas-Yakimchuk. In mourning her passing, we celebrate all that she
accomplished. I’'m not sure that I can properly describe the impact Clotilda had on her
community of Whitney Pier and our entire province. She was a role model to so many, but
particularly to young African Nova Scotians, who were inspired by her trailblazing
accomplishments.

Clotilda broke down many barriers, particularly in education and health care. She
was the first Black graduate of the Nova Scotia Hospital School of Nursing and would
continue her educational pursuits by earning a postgraduate midwifery diploma, a
postgraduate psychiatric certificate, and a diploma in adult education.

She dedicated 50 years of her life to nursing, including becoming the first-ever
elected Black president of the Registered Nurses’ Association of Nova Scotia. These are
incredible accomplishments, but particularly so when one considers the obstacles she
overcame as a Black woman at the time.

Clotilda is remembered as a passionate member of her community, who touched
the lives of so many. Beyond her nursing career, she also committed herself to social
justice, working on affordable housing, highlighting Black culture, and advocating for the
cleanup of the Sydney tar ponds.

Like so many Nova Scotians, | was always happy to see Clotilda’s
accomplishments recognized, including the Order of Canada, the Order of Nova Scotia, an
honorary doctorate from Cape Breton University, and induction into the Nova Scotia Black
Hall of Fame.

Mr. Speaker, today | join all Nova Scotians, including those in Whitney Pier, in
sending our condolences to the family and friends of Dr. Clotilda Douglas-Yakimchuk. We
mourn with you, we celebrate with you, and we thank Clotilda for all she contributed to
our province.

THE SPEAKER: The 