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House of Assembly
Nova Scotia

HALIFAX, THURSDAY, APRIL 15, 2021
Sixty-third General Assembly
Third Session
12:00 P.M.

SPEAKER
Hon. Kevin Murphy

DEPUTY SPEAKERS
Keith Bain, Susan Leblanc

THE SPEAKER: Order, please. We will begin the daily routine.

PRESENTING AND READING PETITIONS

PRESENTING REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

THE SPEAKER: The honourable member for Clayton Park West.

RAFAH DICOSTANZO: Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Standing Committee on
Health, I am pleased to submit the annual report of the committee for the period from
September 2019 to August 2020 of the Sixty-third General Assembly.

THE SPEAKER: The report is tabled.

The honourable member for Clayton Park West.
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RAFAH DICOSTANZO: Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Standing Committee on
Veterans Affairs, | am pleased to submit the annual report of the committee for the period
from September 2019 to August 2020 of the Sixty-third General Assembly.

THE SPEAKER: The report is tabled.

The honourable member for Clayton Park West.

RAFAH DICOSTANZO: Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Standing Committee on
Human Resources, | am pleased to submit the annual report of the committee for the period
from September 2019 to August 2020 of the Sixty-third General Assembly.

THE SPEAKER: The report is tabled.

The honourable Minister of Justice.

HON. RANDY DELOREY: As Chair of the Committee on Law Amendments, |
am directed to report that the committee has met and considered the following bills:

Bill No. 98 - Municipal Government Act and Halifax Regional Municipality
Charter.

Bill No. 103 - Halifax Regional Municipality Charter.
Bill No. 105 - Financial Measures (2021) Act.
Bill No. 112 - Emancipation Day Act.

and the committee recommends these bills to the favourable consideration of the
House, each without amendment.

THE SPEAKER: Ordered that these bills be referred to the Committee of the Whole
House on Bills.

The honourable member for Clare-Digby.

HON. GORDON WILSON: Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Standing Committee on
Natural Resources and Economic Development, | am pleased to submit the annual report
of the committee for the period of September 2019 to August 2020 of the Sixty-third
General Assembly.

THE SPEAKER: The report is tabled.
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TABLING REPORTS, REGULATIONS AND OTHER PAPERS

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS

GOVERNMENT NOTICES OF MOTION

THE SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Labour and Advanced Education.
RESOLUTION NO. 526

HON. LENA METLEGE DIAB: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future
day I shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas youth have been among the most impacted by the employment challenges
presented through the COVID-19 pandemic; and

Whereas our government recognizes the need to support our youth, and | was
pleased to share at an event in November an investment of $1.3 million over three years to
support 350 young diverse Nova Scotians, including African Nova Scotians, Indigenous,
and newcomers, with free IT training delivered by NPower Canada; and

Whereas graduates of the employer-driven program will have the skills needed to
launch entry-level IT careers with Nova Scotian employers and receive five years of
continued career support, including job placement, mentorship, and professional
development;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this Legislature join me in celebrating
NPower Canada’s first Nova Scotian youth cohort, which began training in February, and
wish the participants the best of luck in their journey to IT careers in our province.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

THE SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

All those in favour? Contrary minded? Thank you.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Acadian Affairs and Francophonie.
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RESOLUTION NO. 527

HON. LENA METLEGE DIAB: Monsieur le Président, a une date ultérieure, je
demanderai 1’adoption de la résolution suivante :

Attendu que ce 25 mai 2021 a treize heures marque précisement le 25° anniversaire
de la cérémonie d’ouverture de la premiére réunion du conseil d’administration et de la
création du Conseil scolaire acadien provincial; et

Attendu que la création du Conseil scolaire acadien provincial et la place qu’il a
prise dans la promotion et le soutien de la culture acadienne et de la langue francaise ont
changé le paysage social de la Nouvelle-Ecosse et sont un exemple de dynamisme et de
diversité culturelle; et

Attendu que 1’engagement des familles et du personnel et le lien profond entre les
écoles et la communauté contribuent non seulement a la vitalité de la communauté
acadienne et francophone, mais aussi au développement culturel, social et économique de
toute la province;

Par conséquent, il est résolu que les membres de la Chambre d’assemblée se
joignent a moi pour féliciter le Conseil scolaire acadien provincial de ses 25 ans et lui
souhaiter des plus nombreuses années de grand succes dans son role d’assurer le
dynamisme continu de notre culture acadienne et de notre langue frangaise.

Monsieur le Président, je demande 1’adoption de cette résolution sans préavis et
sans débat.

Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day | shall move the adoption of
the following resolution:

Whereas this May 25, 2021, at precisely one o’clock in the afternoon, marks the
25-year anniversary since the opening ceremony, the first board meeting, and the creation
of the province’s Acadian and francophone school board, le Conseil scolaire acadien
provincial (CSAP); and

Whereas the creation of le Conseil scolaire acadien provincial and the place it has
taken to promote and support Acadian culture and the French language has changed the
social landscape of Nova Scotia and is an example of dynamism and cultural diversity; and

Whereas the commitment of the families and staff and the deep connection between
the schools and the community contribute not only to the vitality of the Acadian and
francophone community but to the cultural, social, and economic development of the entire
province;
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Therefore be it resolved that members of the House of Assembly join me in
congratulating the Conseil scolaire acadien provincial on 25 years and wishing them many
more years of great success in its role of ensuring the continued vibrancy of our Acadian
culture and French language.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

THE SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

All those in favour? Contrary minded? Thank you.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Agriculture.

RESOLUTION NO. 528

KEITH COLWELL.: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas in 1921, Edward Hennigar and his wife, Thelma, purchased 39 acres of
land and a small orchard in Greenwich, Kings County, and began to farm there; and

Whereas in 1952, Hennigar’s Farm Market was built where it stands today and the
farm continues to grow with a portable peach orchard and a new apple orchard being
planted with heritage varieties; and

Whereas celebrating 100 years, Hennigar’s Farm is now the fifth generation of
Nova Scotia family farming;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly recognize the
efforts and accomplishments of Hennigar’s Farm and farming innovation and retail success
over its 100-year history.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

THE SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?
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It is agreed.

All those in favour? Contrary minded? Thank you.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Acadian Affairs and Francophonie.
RESOLUTION NO. 529

HON. LENA METLEGE DIAB: Monsieur le Président, a une date ultérieure, je
demanderai 1’adoption de la résolution suivante :

Attendu que cette année marque la retraite du directeur général du CSAP, M.
Michel Comeau, aprés une carriere de 38 ans, dont cing ans comme directeur général du
Conseil scolaire acadien provincial; et

Attendu que Michel Comeau a consacré toute sa carriere a servir la population
acadienne et francophone de la province en tant qu’enseignant, directeur d’école et dans
divers réles au sein de I’administration du CSAP; et

Attendu que, sous la direction de Michel Comeau, le CSAP a vu augmenter le
nombre d’inscriptions dans ses écoles, a offert une éducation de qualité en francais langue
premiére et a travaillé fort pour ajouter de nouvelles écoles a la famille des écoles du CSAP
de la province;

Par conséquent, il est résolu que les membres de la Chambre d’assemblée se
joignent & moi pour remercier M. Michel Comeau, un Acadien fier et dévoué, pour son
leadership et son travail exemplaire dans le domaine important de 1’éducation en francais
langue premiere et lui souhaiter une retraite trés agréable et bien méritée.

Monsieur le Président, je demande I’adoption de cette résolution sans préavis et
sans debat.

Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of
the following resolution:

Whereas this year marks the retirement of the CSAP Superintendent, Michel
Comeau, after a 38-year career, including five years as Superintendent of the Conseil
scolaire acadien provincial; and

Whereas M. Michel Comeau has committed his entire career to serving the
province’s Acadian and francophone population as a teacher, a principal, and in various
roles within the CSAP administration; and
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Whereas under the leadership of M. Michel Comeau the CSAP has seen increased
enrolment at schools, delivered quality French-first language education, and worked hard
to add new schools to the family of CSAP schools throughout the province;

Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly join me in
thanking M. Michel Comeau, a truly proud and dedicated Acadian, for his leadership and
his exemplary work in the important area of French-first language education and wishing
him a very enjoyable and well-deserved retirement.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

THE SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

All those in favour? Contrary minded? Thank you.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Fisheries and Aquaculture.
RESOLUTION NO. 530

KEITH COLWELL.: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas sport fishing contributes significantly to the economy in Nova Scotia,
generating more than $66 million annually, and there’s room for growth by increasing the
number of non-resident anglers who visit Nova Scotia, while also improving participation
by residents; and

Whereas the Department of Fisheries and Aquaculture has partnered with industry
leaders to develop and implement a marketing strategy to grow the sport fishing industry
by launching a Fish Nova Scotia brand and identity showcasing Nova Scotia as a unique
and exciting fishing destination for non-residents by developing a professionalization plan
for fishing guides, and launching fishnovascotia.ca and social media platforms to allow
anglers to explore fishing opportunities across our province; and

Whereas we are well positioned to continue building on the early successes of
growing the sport fishing industry project and Phase 11 continues to create authentic Nova
Scotian marketing content to showcase various sport fishing experiences to visitors;
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Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House recognize the staff of the
Department of Fisheries and Aquaculture and Tourism Nova Scotia in their collaborative
engagement for the province’s diverse fishing community, and position Nova Scotia
internationally as a premier sport fishing destination, in turn creating economic stimulus in
rural areas.

Mr. Speaker, | ask for waiver of notice and passage without debate.

THE SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver. Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

All those in favour? Contrary minded? Thank you.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Service Nova Scotia and Internal Services.
RESOLUTION NO. 531

HON. PATRICIA ARAB: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Lydia Crossley of Ellershouse, Nova Scotia was appointed a Deputy
Issuer of Marriage Licences on August 8™, 1958; and

Whereas over the course of her career, Ms. Crossley issued an estimated 1,800
marriage licenses from her home, always going above and beyond to help couples out when
they came to her; and

Whereas Ms. Crossley retired on March 31, 2021, bringing an end to her 62-year
career of service to this province;

Therefore be it resolved that the House of Assembly recognize Lydia Crossley for
her 62-year career helping love flourish in this province, and wish her happiness and health
in her retirement. (Applause)

Mr. Speaker, | ask for waiver of notice and passage without debate.

THE SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver. Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

All those in favour? Contrary minded? Thank you.
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The motion is carried.
The honourable Minister of Agriculture.
RESOLUTION NO. 532

HON. KEITH COLWELL: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day
I shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas the prestigious Lieutenant Governor’s Award for Excellence in Nova
Scotia Wine was adjudicated by a 12-member panel of wine experts established to
recognize the exceptional quality of locally sourced and produced wine; and

Whereas the awards are administered in conjunction with Wine Growers Nova
Scotia and Taste of Nova Scotia in partnership with the Lieutenant Governor’s office,
culminating with the adjudication and award ceremony at Government House; and

Whereas Lightfoot & Wolfville Vineyard’s 2014 Blanc de Blancs Brut was
recognized with an award from the 37 wines submitted for adjudication by the panel of
experts;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly recognize the
honour bestowed upon Lightfoot & Wolfville Vineyards, and the winery’s ongoing
dedication and craft as it helps grow a rural economy.

Mr. Speaker, | ask for waiver of notice and passage without debate.

THE SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver. Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

All those in favour? Contrary minded? Thank you.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Fisheries and Aquaculture.

RESOLUTION NO. 533

HON. KEITH COLWELL.: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day
I shall move the adoption of the following resolution:
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Whereas February 12, 2021, was Chinese New Year, and celebrations were held in
China and the Chinese community worldwide over the month of January and February;
and

Whereas realizing partnerships between Nova Scotia seafood companies and
companies in China are a leading part of our seafood export markets; and

Whereas Nova Scotia companies participate in a Chinese New Year live lobster
promotion between January 9" and February 10" that focused on lobster sales and
customer education in over 200 leading Chinese superstores which resulted in the
companies selling one million pounds of high-quality Nova Scotia live lobsters with an
estimated value of $18.8 million and reached over 100 million Chinese customers;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House recognize the efforts and
accomplishments of Nova Scotia seafood exporting companies for their efforts to build
sustainable, long-term lasting business relationships in China and worldwide.

Mr. Speaker, | ask for waiver of notice and passage without debate.

THE SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver. Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

All those in favour? Contrary minded? Thank you.

The motion is carried.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

Bill No. 127 - Entitled an Act to Amend Chapter 4 of the Acts of 1995. The
Highway 104 Western Alignment Act. (Elizabeth Smith-Crossin)

THE SPEAKER: Ordered that this bill be read a second time on a future day.

STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS

THE SPEAKER: The honourable Cumberland North.

PUGWASH SALT MINE, LIFE-SAVING CO-WORKERS - RECOG.

ELIZABETH SMITH-MCCROSSIN: Today I’d like to honour real-life heroes in
Cumberland North. On August 27", Jason Trenholm was buried alive in a freak accident

at the Pugwash salt mine. The ground literally gave way and swallowed him alive. He was
completely buried and cut off from oxygen for a period of time.
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His life was saved through the quick action of his co-workers Tim Smith, Jeremiah
Siddall, and Ross Henderson were the first on the scene and started to dig Jason out by
hand and were soon joined by other co-workers, who literally saved his life. Jason was air-
lifted to the QEII Health Sciences Centre, where he received excellent care.

His co-workers not only saved his life but came to their home and split and piled
seven-and-a-half cords of wood to ensure that Jason and his wife had heat for the winter.
This is why | love the people | represent.

Today | want to encourage Jason and his journey to healing and recognize his co-
workers, who are heroes who saved his life.

THE SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth South.
PRENATAL CARE: ACCESSIBILITY DIFFICULTIES - UNACCEPTABLE

CLAUDIA CHENDER: I rise today to bring the House’s attention to a troubling
and gendered consequence of the doctor shortage in Nova Scotia.

In my community of Dartmouth South, not all pregnant people are currently able
to access essential prenatal care. One constituent, lucky to become pregnant after
difficulties but unaware that her doctor had recently been suspended by the College of
Physicians and Surgeons, unexpectedly found herself without a family doctor and with a
complicated pregnancy. She has since spent weeks navigating emergency rooms and walk-
in clinics, trying and failing to obtain a needed prenatal appointment, while unable to access
test results during a crucial time in her pregnancy.

Her experience with the system has been frustrating, confusing, and opaque. This
IS unacceptable. No pregnant person in Nova Scotia should have to go through the stress
of wondering whether they will be able to access the care required to carry a pregnancy to
term.

THE SPEAKER: The honourable member for Waverley-Fall River-Beaver Bank.

SWEPS TRAILS COMMITTEE:
LAKE WM. TRAIL SUSPENSION BRIDGE - THANKS

BILL HORNE: As the Spring weather arrives, | invite my colleagues to journey to
Waverley and visit the new Lake William Trail suspension bridge, spearheaded by our
SWEPS trails committee member, Allan Billard.

This impressive suspension bridge has been installed over the CN rail tracks,
making the dream of connecting Waverley to Dartmouth through active transportation one
step closer to reality. Built by Dexter Construction, the accessible walkway features panels
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recycled from the Angus L. Macdonald Bridge. SWEPS raised the funding from three
levels of government to complete the project.

This suspension bridge is more than a safe way to cross the busy rails. Walkers
want to hike in just to see it and the wonderful vistas and views from the centre span.

| ask all members of the House of Assembly to join me in thanking Allan and the
SWEPS organization for the work they have done to build and enhance our community
trails.

[12:30 p.m.]
THE SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cole Harbour-Eastern Passage.
SALTWATER WELLNESS: NEW BUS. - RECOG.

BARBARA ADAMS: | rise today to acknowledge Micaela Hartling for opening
up her massage therapy business, Saltwater Wellness, here in Eastern Passage in August
2020.

Micaela trained and graduated from the Canadian College of Massage and
Hydrotherapy in 2019. When a local wellness center closed its doors, Micaela saw the
opportunity to start a new chapter with her own business. She knew there was a need in our
community.

Micaela strives to promote wellness through massage, helping clients with pain or
injury, stress, and anxiety. Micaela was born and raised here in Eastern Passage and she’s
very happy to be working in her community.

| ask all members of the Nova Scotia Legislature to join me in in recognizing
Micaela Hartling as a new business owner here in Eastern Passage.

THE SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Needham.
ENERGY POVERTY: EFFICIENCY UPGRADE PROGS. - CONSIDER

LISA ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, as we come to the end of a mercifully mild Winter,
otherwise known as heating season, | want to highlight an issue and an opportunity.

Thirty-seven per cent of Nova Scotians experience energy poverty, meaning that
they spend 6 per cent or more of their after-tax income on energy bills. Much of that, in
Nova Scotia, is spent to heat the outdoors in older, inefficient rental housing with oil or
electric heat.
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I love to think about public investments that can pay off in multiple ways. We could
be incentivizing more landlords to do efficiency upgrades, deep retrofits that pay off in
green house gas emission reductions, and increased income in the form of purchasing
power for modest income Nova Scotians.

| know that there are proposals on various government desks, and | urge their
serious consideration.

THE SPEAKER: The honourable member for Yarmouth.

MUNROE, ALLIE - ATHL.:
WOMEN’S WORLD HOCKEY CHAMPIONSHIP - CONGRATS.

HON. ZACH CHURCHILL: Mr. Speaker, | am so pleased to share with this House
that Yarmouth’s Allie Munroe will be part of Team Canada's selection camp for the 2021
International Ice Hockey Federation Women’s World Championship.

Allie has had a hugely successful hockey career, playing for the Swedish Women’s
Hockey League and starring in four seasons of the NCAA with the University of Syracuse.
She has been named College Hockey America’s top defenceman twice.

Mr. Speaker, all of us in Allie’s hometown of Yarmouth are very proud of her and
| would like to ask this House to join me in congratulating her on yet another amazing
accomplishment in the sport of hockey and in wishing her the best of luck and much
continued success.

THE SPEAKER: The honourable member for Colchester-Musquodoboit Valley.
HOCKEYVILLE, COLCHESTER RINKS: COM. SPIRIT - CONGRATS.

LARRY HARRISON: Mr. Speaker, Kraft Hockeyville is entering its 15" year of
cultivating the passion and the spirit of hockey in rural Canadian communities. They have
awarded $3.8 million across 85 communities. Nova Scotia’s own Deuville’s rink, in
Salmon River, was crowned the first official Hockeyville in 2006.

This year, three rinks in Colchester had made presentations to win the $250,000 in
repairs and upgrades for their arenas, plus an NHL game in their hometown: the Don
Henderson Memorial Sportsplex in Brookfield, the North Shore Recreation Centre in
Tatamagouche, and the West Colchester United Arena in Debert.

Although none of our three rinks made it through to the next round, the level of
teamwork, volunteerism, community support, and community spirit generated through a
project like this is priceless.
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| want to congratulate to all those who worked very, very hard to keep these
facilities active in their communities.

THE SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cape Breton Centre.
BEC BEARS BASKETBALL: CHAMPIONSHIP WINS - CONGRATS.

KENDRA COOMBES: Mr. Speaker | rise today to congratulate the Breton
Education Centre (BEC) Bears girls basketball team. Last Friday, the BEC Bears defeated
the Strait Area Education Recreation Centre Saints 76-14 at the BEC gym in New
Waterford, capturing the Highland Region Division 2 championship. | play with the
member from Cape Breton-Richmond.

On Saturday, the BEC Bears boys basketball team answered back. They claimed
the Highland Region Championship with a 100-51 win over SAERC in New Waterford.

Again, Mr. Speaker, | ask the House to join me in congratulating both teams on
their championship wins.

THE SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cape Breton-Richmond.

STRAIT TO EXCELLENCE AWARDS - RECIPIENTS:
CONTRIB. TO STUDENTS AND SCH. - THANKS

ALANA PAON: Well done.

Mr. Speaker, the Strait Regional Centre for Education’s Strait to Excellence Award
recognizes the dedication and contributions of employees in supporting student learning
and achievement. No matter their role, the recipients have shown a commitment in
contribution to students and schools.

I would like to extend a sincere thank you and congratulations to this year’s
recipients from Cape Breton-Richmond, including: Jeremy Samson, teacher, East
Richmond Education Centre; Daphne Campbell, teacher assistant, Felix Marchand
Education Centre; Carol Ann MacPhee, janitor, Felix Marchand Education Centre; Alfred
Boudreau, bus driver with additional duties at the Richmond Education Centre/Academy;
Tara Gale-MacLeod, SchoolsPlus facilitator at Richmond Education Centre/Academy;
Paula Landry, youth service teacher, Richmond Education Centre/Academy; and Danielle
O’Brien, teacher, Richmond Education/Academy.

| ask the members of this Legislature to join me in sincerely thanking these award
recipients for creating a positive learning environment and enhancing the lives of our
students. Congratulations.
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THE SPEAKER: The honourable member for Lunenburg.

BLUENOSE ACAD. SEAHAWKS:
GIRLS VOLLEYBALL, DIST. CHAMPS - CONGRATS.

HON. SUZANNE LOHNES-CROFT: Mr. Speaker, | wish to congratulate
Bluenose Academy’s Tier 1 girls volleyball team for winning the district championships.
Bluenose Academy’s Seahawks of Lunenburg played the Bridgewater Vikings on February
1, 2021. This is the third year in a row that the Seahawks team have won the championship
game. This success has taken hard work, practice and commitment from students, staff,
and parents.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you and the members of this House join me in congratulating
Bluenose Academy girls volleyball team and their coaches on winning the district
championships.

THE SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cumberland South.
IODE, SPRINGHILL: SERV. TO SUNSET COM. - THANKS

TORY RUSHTON: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to acknowledge the Springhill
Cobequid Chapter of the IODE and the outreach work they have done for the residents of
Sunset Residential. The IODE has been a very vigilant group of ladies from Springhill and
the area for almost 105 years. Once again, this past year, they have provided Christmas
gifts for the residents of Sunset.

For so many of us 2020 was a year of change and challenges. This was certainly
true for the Springhill Cobequid Chapter of the IODE, but they wouldn’t let COVID-19
stand in the way of giving to the residents. Each member of the IODE selected a resident
and ensured that they received items off their Christmas wish list.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratulating and thanking the Springhill Chapter
of the IODE and bringing Christmas to the residents of Sunset Residential Community.
Thank you.

THE SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth North.
DART. LAKES: PRESERVE AND PROTECT - TAKE ACTION

SUSAN LEBLANC: Mr. Speaker, | rise to bring the attention of the House to the
Dartmouth Lakes. This week my colleague from Dartmouth South and | re-sent our letter
for the third time to the Minister of Environment, appealing for immediate action to help
us preserve these precious ecological gems. These lakes are an invaluable ecological, social
and economic resource that must be protected, but their future is caught up in a
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jurisdictional web which means that each level of government punts responsibility to the
next.

The MLA for Dartmouth South and I are calling for an urban lakes commission,
something that came out of a Lakes Town Hall that we hosted two years ago. Summer is
coming, meaning the return of blue-green algae and invasive species that keep us from
enjoying the natural beauty of Dartmouth. After an especially challenging year we know
how important our outdoor spaces are.

It has been two years that we have been advocating for the protection of the
Dartmouth lakes, and it’s time that the province take urgent and decisive action.

THE SPEAKER: The honourable member for Bedford.
CBA AND CHINESE SOC. OF N.S.: FACILITATING PPE ACCESS - THANKS

HON. KELLY REGAN: Mr. Speaker, I’d like to congratulate the Chinese
Benevolent Association and the Chinese Society of Nova Scotia for their role in helping
many Nova Scotian organizations access personal protective equipment in the early days
of the global COVID-19 pandemic.

I heard about the societies’ donating to long-term care homes, including Ivany Place
in Bedford, transit providers and their customers and Halifax Regional Police.

Initially the two societies were working to assist hard-hit Wuhan. When COVID-
19 arrived at our shores they shifted gears and helped here at home.

I’d like to thank Michael Ruan of the Chinese Benevolent Association and Wilbur
Huang of the Chinese Society and their teams for helping many Nova Scotians access the
masks, gloves, and goggles they needed during a difficult time.

THE SPEAKER: The honourable member for Argyle-Barrington.
CLEVELAND, JOSH: LIFE-SAVING ACTION - COMMEND

COLTON LEBLANC: Mr. Speaker, 1 rise today to recognize and applaud Josh
Cleveland, whose first aid training and quick-thinking action saved a man’s life. Josh, a
West Pubnico resident, was at a local restaurant last September when a man choked on his
food, blocking his airway. Jumping into action, Josh performed the Heimlich manoeuvre
and after a number of attempts was able to clear the man’s airway.

The importance of first aid is widely known and its ability to make a difference
cannot be overstated. Knowing what to do in an emergency can limit the severity of a health
scare or injury and sometimes make the difference between life and death.
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| encourage every Nova Scotian to make first aid training part of their lives. | ask
that members of this Legislature join me in commending Josh for his quick actions that
saved a man’s life; he is truly a hero.

THE SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth South.
DART.S. COM.: TIDYING THE TOWN - THANKS

CLAUDIA CHENDER: Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize the incredible work
of the Dartmouth South community, my neighbours. At this time of year as snow recedes
and the winds pick up, the trash that escaped our garbage bins over the Winter becomes an
unsightly blight along roadways and parks and around lakes.

Every year in preparation for Summer, the community gets together to tidy the
town. Already the Pleasant Woodside Neighbourhood Association, the Penhorn Lake Area
Trail Association, Russell Lake West Community Group, Harbourview Residents’
Association, and Oathill Lake Conservation Society have all planned community cleanups
in the coming weeks. So that is my agenda after we rise from this House.

They provide garbage bags and gloves, but also the opportunity for neighbours to
meet and work together. Keeping a neighbourhood beautiful is a collective effort to which
Dartmouth is very dedicated.

| ask all members of this House to join me in thanking these groups and my
neighbours, who work so hard to keep the lakes, trails, and roadways of Dartmouth South
in such beautiful shape.

THE SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings South.

COLDBROOK FOODLAND:
MAINTAINING FOOD SUPPLY DURING PANDEMIC - THANKS

HON. KEITH IRVING: Mr. Speaker, until the arrival of COVID-19, having safe
and continuous access to our food supply was something many of us might have taken for
granted. We assumed from week to week that the shelves at our supermarkets would be
stocked. All that changed with the emergence of the pandemic, when suddenly our
shopping experience was altered dramatically and supply chains that normally provided
the food on our shelves were interrupted.

The fact that, with the rare exception of a few items, our shelves were kept stocked
is a tribute to the extraordinary efforts of our food suppliers, distributors, and retailers. Our
food retailers had to quickly introduce changes and continuously adapt their stores to
ensure a safe food shopping experience.
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Today | ask all members of the Nova Scotia Legislature to join me in recognizing
the team from the Coldbrook Foodland grocery store, under the management of Jerry
Brown, for their tireless efforts in 2020 and 2021 to put food on the shelves, work the
checkout counters and ensure that our food shopping experience during COVID-19 was
safe, continuous, and secure.

THE SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sackville-Cobequid.
CLASS OF 2020: ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND HARD WORK - RECOG.

STEVE CRAIG: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to congratulate Nova Scotia’s high
school graduates of 2020.

High school graduation is supposed to be an event in our lives that we cherish for
years to follow. Unfortunately, due to COVID-19, the graduating classes of 2020 from
Sackville High School - where | graduated from, some 47 years ago - and all other high
schools in our province were not afforded the opportunity to celebrate in the usual fashion.

Even though they were not able to participate in the traditional graduation
ceremonies and prom celebrations, this does not mean their accomplishments and hard
work should not be acknowledged.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask that all members of the House of Assembly join
me in congratulating our very special graduates from the classes of 2020 and wish them
continued success as they continue their studies and/or join the workforce.

THE SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Needham.

DELAYED IMPLEMENTATION OF LEGISLATION:
DRAFTING REGULATIONS - REQUIRED

LISA ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, during this session we have heard frustration from
some members about legislation coming forward without the details of what will be in the
regulations. | hear from constituents concerned about a range of legislation that has been
delayed in its implementation because the regulations have not been developed.

For example, the Tourist Accommodations Registration Act - where is the evidence
of the registry? How many full housing units have been subtracted from our limited
housing supply into short-term rentals? How is that Act assisting municipalities in
regulating that activity? Or, for example, the Sustainable Development Goals Act, which a
year and a half after we had an emergency debate in this Chamber about the climate crisis,
still has no goals.
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Mr. Speaker, all these aspects of government - government and governance - need
attention.

THE SPEAKER: The honourable member for Chester-St. Margaret’s.
RIPTIDES: HOCKEY N.S. FEMALE LEAGUE CHAMPS - CONGRATS.

HUGH MACKAY: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to congratulate the Western Riptide
U-11 B team, Chester’s female hockey team. The Riptides are members of the Chester
Minor Hockey Association, playing out of the Eleanor Pew Memorial Arena in Chester.

On Saturday, April 4™, the Riptides finished their inaugural season with a 7-1 very
convincing victory over the Metro East Inferno, capturing Hockey Nova Scotia’s female
league championship. The game took place at Emera Centre in Liverpool, so the team did
especially well, playing away from their home rink.

Mr. Speaker, | invite all members of the House of Assembly to join me in
congratulating Chester’s Western Riptide U-11 B team for winning the Nova Scotia female
championship.

THE SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Armdale.
KAPSALIS, ELENI - CCA: NEW GRAD - CONGRATS.

HON. LENA METLEGE DIAB: Mr. Speaker, I’'m proud to recognize Eleni
Kapsalis, who on February 16" received her diploma with distinction from Eastern College
for completing the Continuing Care Assistant program. We all know how essential our
continuing care assistants are in our long-term care system and for the well-being of our
residents. Ensuring we have a strong and stable CCA labour force to meet the needs of
Nova Scotians is crucial and a priority.

Eleni is a young mother of a toddler, and I’ve known her since she was a child. I'm
proud of her commitment and her desire to succeed.

| ask all members of the House of Assembly to join me in congratulating Eleni on
this milestone and wish her and her family the very best.

THE SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou Centre.

AUCOIN, SHEILA - TEACHER:
SHARING A PASSION FOR MUSIC - THANKS

HON. PAT DUNN: I rise today to recognize a popular music teacher, Sheila
Aucoin.
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A music teacher is responsible for sharing music and musical knowledge with their
students. Aucoin is a music teacher at North Nova Education Centre in New Glasgow.

[12:45 p.m.]

Sheila’s in-depth musical knowledge, enthusiasm, excellent teaching skills, and
flexibility in her classroom are well known within her peer group and community at large.
It is very apparent Aucoin teaches music because she wishes to share her passion for music
with her students. Sheila also listens to her students, constantly having dialogue and
creating a positive climate in her music classroom.

| would like to ask all members of the Legislature to join me in thanking Sheila
Aucoin for being such an amazing teacher and role model for her students.

THE SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cape Breton Centre.

MARCIA FIOLEK MEM. PLAYGROUND COM.:
COMMITTED TO ACCESSIBILITY - COMMEND

KENDRA COOMBES: | rise today to acknowledge the Marcia Fiolek Memorial
Playground Committee in Dominion.

The committee is dedicated to making the playground more modern, accessible,
and inclusive. The playground is a true testament to love of community.

This playground is well maintained and very well used. As accessibility standards
have become more focused on ensuring inclusivity, the committee is dedicated to ensuring
the playground continues to be updated and accessible for all children. This committee
continues to strive toward removing barriers for persons with disabilities so more people
in the community and outside of it can access and enjoy this beautiful playground.

| want to commend the Marcia Fiolek Memorial Playground Committee for their
hard work and commitment to ensuring a playground that is accessible for all.

THE SPEAKER: The honourable member for Preston-Dartmouth.
E. PRESTON COMMITTEES: SAFE SPEED LIMITS - THANKS
HON. KEITH COLWELL: I would like to recognize and commend the East
Preston Active Transportation Committee and the Rural Access to Physical Activity

Committee for initiating the effort to have the speed limit reduced in East Preston.

A 70-kilometre-an-hour speed limit throughout the community was a long-standing
safety concern. It has been a pleasure working with these committees and community
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members. Their concern for safety for the children and staff at the East Preston Day Care
had become a hazardous concern when taking children on walks or getting on and off the
school bus. It also was a problem for residents walking and biking on the road.

The community of East Preston has advocated for physical activity as a lifestyle
change, and a 70-kilometre-per-hour zone was a barrier to using the road, which is in fact
the main street of the community.

| was pleased to have assisted. | want to thank the East Preston Active
Transportation Committee and the Rural Access to Physical Activity Committee for their
advocating for change and their tireless but successful efforts to have the speed limit
lowered to 50 kilometres per hour. A 50-kilometre-per-hour speed zone will provide a safer
road for walking and biking. It’s also a significant benefit for those residents involved in
more physical activity and lifestyles.

It’s through the efforts of these two groups that this change was achieved for the
betterment of the community. Their work is an exemplary model for advocacy and
improving the lives of all community members.

THE SPEAKER: The honourable member for Queens-Shelburne.
COLP, MACKENZIE: SHAID TREE SHELTER FUNDRAISER - THANKS

KIM MASLAND: Today | am pleased to recognize an amazing young woman from
Queens. MacKenzie Colp serves as an inspiration to many with her resilience and positive
outlook on life.

Sadly, MacKenzie’s father, Toby, passed away suddenly last fall. Wanting to do
something in his honour and having a love for animals, in December of 2020, MacKenzie
decided to organize a food drive and fundraiser for the SHAID Tree Shelter Society.

The Society shelters and cares for animals who are waiting to be adopted by loving
families. When her campaign was over, she had collected $235 for SHAID, and also raised
awareness in her community for the importance of the shelter.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in applauding MacKenzie’s generosity and sense of
giving. MacKenzie, thank you for your efforts and know that your community is so very
proud of you.

THE SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth North.
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WIGGANS, SIOBHAN - RECIPIENT:
DALHOUSIE-HORROCKS NTL. LDRSHIP. FUND - THANKS

SUSAN LEBLANC: Mr. Speaker, the Dartmouth North Public Library recently
moved just around the corner from my office into Farrell Hall. One of the people who
makes it so special, no matter where it’s located, is Dartmouth North resident and library
assistant Siobhan Wiggans.

Siobhan, who has called Dartmouth North home for the past decade, was recently
awarded the Dalhousie-Horrocks National Leadership Fund for leadership in the field of
librarianship. Siobhan, who began working in public libraries in 2016, began a part-time
Master of Library and Information Studies at Dalhousie in 2018.

She has developed several programs for Halifax Public Libraries, including puppet
shows, story times, and hands-on activities. She is passionate about ensuring that libraries
meet the needs of marginalized communities and her thesis focuses on how public libraries
respond to the opioid crisis.

| ask that this House join me in congratulating Siobhan for her recent award and to
thank her for her commitment to those whom Dartmouth North Public Library serves.

THE SPEAKER: The honourable member for Chester-St. Margaret’s.
ELLIOTT, IRIS: COMMITMENT TO UNICORN THEATRE - THANKS

HUGH MACKAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | rise today to recognize and
congratulate Mrs. Iris Elliott on her contribution to the youth and performing arts in
Chester-St. Margaret’s, and especially her dedication to the Unicorn Theatre.

When Iris and her daughter Caroline first came to Nova Scotia, they undertook a
production of The Lion King at the iconic Shore Club in Hubbards. Now, 26 years later,
the Unicorn Theatre they established offers two major musicals a year, six weeks of
Summer drama camps, Halloween and Valentine shows, a team program, and a theatre
program for beginners.

Mr. Speaker, | invite all the members of the House of Assembly to join me in
recognizing and congratulating Mrs. Iris Elliott for her important contribution to the

performing arts in Chester-St. Margaret’s.

THE SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sydney-Whitney Pier.
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BURNS, EILEEN: DEATH OF - TRIBUTE

HON. DEREK MOMBOURQUETTE: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to remember a
leader in my community, who left us last Fall well before her time.

Eileen Burns had a long career as an educator. She started employment with the
Cape Breton District School Board in 1973, where she taught both French language and
English literature. When she retired in 2018 with 45 years of service, she had been the
principal at Malcolm Munroe Memorial Junior High for many years.

Second only to her family, her focus in life was her students. She always said they
needed to feel welcome, safe, and fairly treated. She impacted many people’s lives through
her caring approach. In an exceptional way, she made it about the kids and their futures,
doing everything she could to help them build their lives. This was a big part of the
Malcolm Magic.

| ask that the members of this House join me in remembering Eileen and the impact
she has had on the lives of countless students across Cape Breton.

THE SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth East.
MACKLEY, EMMA: STUCK WITH U MUSIC VIDEO - CONGRATS.

TIM HALMAN: Mr. Speaker, I’d like to recognize Emma Mackley, a Dartmouth
East resident, who graduated in 2020. Like so many Nova Scotia youth last year, Emma
was not able to attend her prom due to COVID-19 but still managed to make lifelong
memories in her 2020 senior year.

On May 1%, Canadian music star Justin Bieber called out for submissions of people
dancing in their prom outfits with their loved ones at home. Certain clips would be selected
for the music video of Justin Bieber and Ariana Grande’s new song, Stuck with U.

Knowing it would make her mother very happy, Emma submitted a video of her
wearing her prom dress and dancing with her father in their living room. A week later, the
clip of Emma dancing with her father was included in the music video of Justin Bieber and
Ariana Grande.

While this was not the memory Emma expected to make during her senior year,
this is something she will never forget. | wish to congratulate Emma on her creativity in
making the most out of a very challenging 2020.

THE SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Citadel-Sable Island.
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HOUSE OF MODA: 10 YRS. IN BUS. - CONGRATS.

HON. LABI KOUSOULIS: Mr. Speaker, | would like to congratulate Ozlem
Manness, who was born in Turkey and came to Canada to study at Saint Mary’s University.
While in university, Ozlem started what was then just a hobby but is now a full career in
jewelry design by creating unique pieces.

House of Moda has been on Spring Garden Road for 10 years and currently is
located in the Doyle building. Her jewelry is being sold Canada-wide and has even been
worn by Beyonce. Ozlem is a great example to all of us to follow our passion in
entrepreneurship.

I wish to congratulate her and the House of Moda team on their 10-year anniversary.
THE SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou West.
HUMMEL, SUE: RUGMAKING FUNDRAISER - THANKS

KARLA MACFARLANE: Mr. Speaker, | would like to acknowledge the creative
work of Sue Hummel, affectionately known as the Rug Lady of Lyons Brook, who creates
floor rugs and wall hangings from recycled T-shirts for charity. Since 2015, Sue has created
over 66 rugs, some of which were donated to fundraisers or given as gifts to someone going
through a difficult time.

Most, however, were sold as a fundraiser for the Adventist Development and Relief
Agency, Sue’s favorite charity. Each rug takes approximately 24 to 30 hours to complete
and are made with recycled T-shirts donated to her or that she purchases second-hand.
Sue has raised $3,980 so far and has a goal of raising $5,000 by the end of the year, which
| know she will achieve.

I would like thank Sue for her ingenious efforts to aid in saving the environment.

THE SPEAKER: The honourable member for Guysborough-Eastern Shore-
Tracadie.

AVERY, CHRIS & LINDA: BELMONT GOLF RESORT MODEL - THANKS

HON. LLOYD HINES: Mr. Speaker, | stand before you today to share my gratitude
for a young couple from Guysborough, Chris and Linda Avery. As kids and teenagers, they
grew up spending their Summers at the iconic Belmont Resort and Golf Club in
Guysborough. The property has since been replaced by a vineyard and brewing company,
but they were able to bring it back to life virtually.
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The very popular golf video game, PGA Tour 2K21, offers an option that allows
players to design a course of their own. Once a player has finished their creation, it becomes
available to all players to experience. The Averys spent over 40 hours recreating the
Belmont golf resort.

They did not miss a detail, from the elevation of the land, agricultural species, look-
off towers, even the owners’ homestead that was situated on the property - my family home.
The remarkably detailed re-creation of the once-place-to-be has touched many in our
community. It was a place where all ages were welcome to spend many long Summer days
between the pro shop, restaurant, golf course, pool, and campground.

| send my sincere gratitude to Chris and Linda Avery for a walk down memory lane
and their hard work to ensure that the Belmont Resort and Golf Club will live on forever.

THE SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sackville-Beaver Bank.
KING, MADISON AND SHERRY: DONATING HEALING SOAP - THANKS

BRAD JOHNS: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to acknowledge Madison and Sherry
King, a mother and daughter who live in Middle Sackville, who have come together to
make soap to help heal the overworked hands of frontline workers.

Madison and Sherry run a small business from home, where they bake and decorate
cakes, but because of COVID-19 the business had to stop production. So, the two decided
to start making soap to help heal the hands of overworked health care workers and frontline
workers. The Kings have delivered over 300 jars of soap across Halifax, due to generous
donations that have helped the Kings to be able to provide this soap free of charge.

Mr. Speaker I would like to take this opportunity to thank Madison and Sherry King
for their hard work and dedication in helping frontline workers of Halifax, who are
selflessly battling the COVID-19 pandemic.

THE SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cape Breton-Richmond.
GRAD. PROCESSION 2020: CELEBRATING STUDENTS - THANKS

ALANA PAON: Mr. Speaker, our 2020 graduates were not able to celebrate their
success and achievements through normal time-honoured traditions. Today | rise to
acknowledge the efforts of all those who found new ways to honour the graduating class
of 2020.

| was pleased to assist in organizing Grad Procession 2020 in Richmond County.
Carefully following Public Health protocols, graduates and their families were able to
decorate their vehicles and travel in proud succession, beginning in the community of Petit-
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de-Grat and making their way through Arichat, West Arichat, Louisdale, River Bourgeois,
Grand Anse, and St. Peter’s.

The procession culminated at the national historic site of the St. Peter’s Canal.
Although we had a downpour, the weather did not dampen the spirits of participants or any
community members, who stood and waved from their driveways, porches, and windows
along the parade route to cheer and congratulate our community’s graduates.

Mr. Speaker, many late hours of planning and preparation and fundraising went
into the Grad Procession 2020. I would like to thank our Richmond County District RCMP,
St. Peter’s Lions Club, Parks Canada, Dr. Robert Strang, and all the community members
and businesses who supported the event. | would especially like to thank the planning
committee members, who deserve a round of applause: retired RCMP officer Jim Wilson
and his wife, Carolann; Brandie Pottie; Shanna Burke; and Chuck Boudreau.

THE SPEAKER: Thank you very much. The time allotted for Statements by
Members has now expired. The House will now break for 15 minutes. Proceedings will
resume at 1:15 p.m.

[1:00 p.m. The House recessed.]

[1:15 p.m. The House reconvened.]

THE SPEAKER: Order, please.

ORDERS OF THE DAY
ORAL QUESTIONS PUT BY MEMBERS TO MINISTERS
THE SPEAKER: The honourable Leader of the Official Opposition.
PREM. - NORTHWOOD: COAST ARTICLE - RESPOND

TIM HOUSTON: Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Premier. We woke up this
morning to a devastating exposeé in the Coast, titled “What happened at Northwood?” Tt
was written by Stephanie Nolen. Some may recall that Ms. Nolan wrote an article for the
New York Times this past Fall that praised Nova Scotia’s pandemic response. She is an
accomplished, respected journalist.

| will also state that we know that this tragedy at Northwood, in particular, touched

many Nova Scotians, including members of this House. I offer my condolences to them
and assure them that they are not far from my mind as | ask these questions today.
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As | said, the exposé was devastating. It includes many heart-wrenching accounts
of lives lost and bereaved family members and some pretty damning comments from
medical leaders.

My question to the Premier is: Has the Premier read the article?

HON. TAIN RANKIN (The Premier): Mr. Speaker, my heart goes out, and I’'m sure
all Nova Scotians’ hearts go out, to the families that were impacted at the long-term care
facility at Northwood. We need to make sure that we continue to do better.

If we could go back in time with what we know today, I’'m sure we’d all like to do
that, but what we can focus on is making sure that we move forward and we make the key
investments that are required. That is under way. We are looking at this budget and
injecting funds in areas that are necessary to help bolster our long-term centre to keep our
seniors safe.

TIM HOUSTON: Mr. Speaker, I didn’t hear if the Premier read the article, so I'll
start from where the reporter ends. That is with the notion that because Nova Scotia has
done so well overall with the pandemic, we’ve almost come to believe that Northwood was
just a regrettable but unavoidable tragedy.

Dr. Samir Sinha, head of the National Institute on Aging, says - and this is a quote:
“. .. frankly, everybody in Nova Scotia has blood on their hands. But it makes us all feel
better when we tell ourselves, well, ‘We did the best we could.’”

There’s a statistic we never talk about when it comes to our pandemic response:
Nova Scotia has the worst mortality rate among COVID-19 patients in the country. What
happened at Northwood is certainly reflected in that statistic.

For all the good in the pandemic response, does the Premier believe that the
government failed the residents of Northwood?

THE PREMIER: This instance is part of a larger story in Canada, the impact that
this serious disease has had in our long-term care centres. We’ve done well to make sure
that we learn from those mistakes, looking at the independent reports to ensure that we
make the changes required so that this does not happen again.

This is a tragic event that all Nova Scotians don’t want to see happen. We want to
make sure that we prevent a third wave, expedite our vaccines out to those who are living
in long-term care centres. That’s why we’ve focused on getting second doses early on.
Virtually half of the people in our long-term care centres have those second doses, and we
continue to try to get out those vaccines and implement the right policies so that something
like Northwood doesn’t happen again.
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TIM HOUSTON: Mr. Speaker, everyone wants to learn from their mistakes and
hope nothing like this happens again, but the question was: Does the Premier believe that
the government failed the residents of Northwood? I do believe that.

Let’s remember the state of things when this tragedy was unfolding, beyond the
general fear and confusion that gripped the province - and the country, really. This
government had systematically shut down any form of questioning or accountability.
Access by media was seriously curtained, the Legislature was shut down, committees were
shut down, and later the government created a review that they didn’t release in full and
that they restricted participants from speaking about publicly.

Now we know why. The information in this article today demands a full and open
inquiry into what happened. Will the Premier set aside the inadequate review that has been
done and finally call for a full and proper inquiry into the tragedy at Northwood?

THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, | agree that we have some lessons we need to learn
to ensure that we continuously do better for our seniors in this province in how we manage
a pandemic. | want to thank those Public Health people and those working on the front line
who are working every day to prevent a third wave. We are making sure that we are
prioritizing the vaccines in the right places, Mr. Speaker.

That member continues to criticize the way that we have handled this pandemic.
Yesterday he said it was because of me. He said he liked when Doctor Strang was in charge
and he started to focus on people. But what we are focusing on is solutions moving forward
and continuing to do our best to manage this pandemic, and that is what we are going to
continue to do.

THE SPEAKER: The honourable Leader of the New Democratic Party.
PREM. - NORTHWOOD: BUDGET CUTS - RESULTS

GARY BURRILL: Mr. Speaker, with every fitting respect, | too wish - on the
anniversary this week of the first COVID-19 deaths at Northwood - to continue in the vein
of questioning begun by my colleague, the Leader of the Progressive Conservatives, and
ask the Premier about his government’s relationship to those events.

In the article, which I will table, which has been cited previously, the author
describes critical staffing shortages - describes them in great detail. She writes, “Staffing
levels had been minimal for years, as the province rolled back the amount it was willing to
pay for care.” The rollbacks she is referring to is the $360,000 that was removed from the
operating funds of Northwood in 2015, and the $600,000 that was removed from the
operating funds of Northwood in 2016.
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| want to ask the Premier: Does he agree with me that Northwood was not able to
be adequately prepared to deal with COVID-19 because his government negatively
affected staffing with these cuts?

THE PREMIER: Since that time, we have actually had two reviews that we are
looking at to ensure that we are always doing better. We have invested an increase of over
$100 million in our long-term care sector in this budget. We are going to continue to look
at the recommendations.

All of the short-term recommendations are under way, and we are looking at
continuing to make the investments in the right area so that we do not have outbreaks in
our centres. Thankfully, we have been able to prevent them ever since.

GARY BURRILL: Mr. Speaker, every staff member, and every administrator, and
every member of a family of someone in long-term care, and every policy expert in this
area agrees that the highway for infection transmission in long-term care is shared
accommodations. It was for exactly this reason that Northwood put forward its funding
proposal in 2017 for a $12.5 million capital expansion to move to a model of one resident,
one room. That application was not successful.

Then, the following year, the application was resubmitted. The resubmission was
also not successful, and then in the year before the pandemic - 2019 - for a third time
Northwood’s application for an expansion to provide for one resident, one room was, again,
rejected.

Does the Premier agree that Northwood was not able to be adequately prepared to
deal with COVID-19 because this government turned down those three expansion
proposals?

THE PREMIER: | am very focused on ensuring that addressing the issues in long-
term care is a priority for the government. The issues around Northwood are being
addressed, both with staffing and in a capital that had been approved before | took office.
We will see that investment through to fruition, and we will continue to look at other aged
centres across the province. There is already seven approved.

We are continuing to work through the list in priority to see those that need the
most attention for infection control and other aspects through a review, and looking at how
we provide more support for our hard-working frontline staff, and they deserve it.

GARY BURRILL: Mr. Speaker, the Premier says that he is very focused, but all
his “being focused” in the world does not change the fact that today, in Nova Scotia, there
is not a single CCA who is being paid what they are worth. All his being focused does not
change the fact that of all the nursing homes we have in our province, there is not one
where today there was an adequate ratio of staff to residents.
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All his being focused does not change the fact that there is nothing in the
government’s current program that is effectively addressing these two crises.

So, I want to ask the Premier: When is he going to move from being simply focused
to effectively taking responsibility for what has come from the fact that this government
has systematically neglected the long-term care sector?

THE PREMIER: There have been no COVID-19 cases since the first wave in our
long-term care centres, Mr. Speaker. We are continuing to ensure that we suppress a third
wave as a possibility. We are continuing to roll out the vaccines. We lead the country in
vaccinating our residents in long-term care centres, whom we know would be most
vulnerable to disease entering the facility, and that is also why we have worked backwards
from those most aged in our province. We continue to get the second doses out. Half our
residents have that second dose already, and we are continuing to work through that list.

We are making strategic investments in these homes to make sure that this never
happens again, what happened at Northwood.

PREM. - NORTHWOOD, FUNDING REQUESTS DENIED - EFFECTS

TIM HOUSTON: | want to revisit something that my colleague in the NDP asked
that did not get answered. Hopefully, we get an answer from the Premier.

The seeds of the disaster and the tragedy at Northwood were planted years earlier.
Its administrators were well aware that the double- and triple-bunking left residents
vulnerable to infectious disease. In fact, in 2016, Northwood commissioned engineering
studies that showed that the building could be expanded upwards, allowing for new rooms
that would permit single occupancy.

In 2017, 2018, and again in 2019, Northwood asked the provincial government for
a one-time $12.5 million to do the build. Each year - 2017, 2018, 2019 - that request was
rejected time after time. The message was clear to the government - the risks of an outbreak
were known, and overcrowding was the key culprit.

My question for the Premier is: Will the Premier admit that the outbreak was
worsened by the Liberals ignoring the request for single-room funding?

THE PREMIER: Again, our hearts are with all those Canadians who had loved ones
who were impacted by the virus, especially in long-term care centres. We had the tragic
outcomes in Northwood. A fair and compassionate government would respond, as we have,
with reports that we are acting on. All of the short-term recommendations have been acted
on, with the long-term ones under way. All of the funding that was requested for this budget
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to address staffing issues, bringing more allied health professionals in there, bringing more
supports for recreation, addressing workplace safety, that is what a fair government does.

The other thing that we are doing is ensuring to lead the country in suppressing
cases to keep COVID-19 out of our province.

TIM HOUSTON: The question was whether the Premier thought the outbreak was
worsened by the Liberals ignoring the request for funding, and the answer involved the
Premier’s assessment of what is fair and what is not fair. | guess we can maybe read
something into that.

After the COVID outbreak, the CEO of Northwood told the Canadian Press that
most of the 53 residents who lo