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House of Assembly
Nova Scotia

HALIFAX, THURSDAY, APRIL 12, 2018
Sixty-third General Assembly
First Session
1:00 P.M.

SPEAKER
Hon. Kevin Murphy

DEPUTY SPEAKERS
Mr. Chuck Porter, Ms. Suzanne Lohnes-Croft
MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. We’ll begin the daily routine.
PRESENTING AND READING PETITONS
PRESENTING REPORTS OF COMMITTEES
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Justice.

HON. MARK FUREY: Mr. Speaker, as Chairman of the Committee on Law

Amendments, | am directed to report that the committee has met and considered the
following bills:

Bill No. 99 - House of Assembly Act.
Bill No. 114 - Gaelic College Foundation Act.

Bill No. 116 - Financial Measures (2018) Act.

3985
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Bill No. 118 - Municipal Government Act and Halifax Regional Municipality
Charter.

and the committee recommends these bills to the favourable consideration of the House,
each without amendment.

MR. SPEAKER: Ordered that these bills be referred to the Committee of the Whole
House on Bills.

The honourable Minister of Justice.

HON. MARK FUREY: Mr. Speaker, as Chairman of the Committee on Law
Amendments, | am directed to report that the committee has met and considered the
following bills:

Bill No. 65 - Psychologists Act.

Bill No. 107 - Labour Standards Code.

and the committee recommends these bills to the favourable consideration of the House,
with certain amendments.

MR. SPEAKER: Ordered that these bills be referred to the Committee of the Whole
House on Bills.

TABLING REPORTS, REGULATIONS AND OTHER PAPERS

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS

GOVERNMENT NOTICES OF MOTION

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Deputy Premier.

RESOLUTION NO. 1285

HON. KAREN CASEY: Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the honourable Premier, I
hereby give notice that on a future day | shall move the adoption of the following
resolution:

Whereas yesterday at sundown the observance of Yom HaShoah, Holocaust

Remembrance Day, began, a time for remembrance of the Jewish victims and survivors of
the Holocaust; and
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Whereas six million Jewish men, women, and children were murdered as part of
one of the most heinous crimes ever committed in human history; and

Whereas such unforgiveable acts must never be forgotten so that these terrible
events in our world’s history may never be repeated,

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly join me in
recognizing today as Holocaust Remembrance Day, as we reflect on the tragedies of the
Holocaust and the responsibilities we all must share in ensuring that such atrocities will
never occur again.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of African Nova Scotian Affairs.

HON. TONY INCE: Mr. Speaker, | beg leave to make an introduction.

MR. SPEAKER: Permission granted.

MR. INCE: In the gallery opposite, in the east gallery, | would like Inspector Dean
Simmonds to stand and have the House recognize him as the first African Nova Scotian
inspector for the Halifax Regional Police. (Standing Ovation)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of African Nova Scotian Affairs.

RESOLUTION NO. 1286

HON. TONY INCE: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Inspector Dean Simmonds is the first African Nova Scotian from the East
Preston-North Preston-Cherry Brook area to receive a promotion to the rank of inspector
with the Halifax Regional Police; and
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Whereas the rank of inspector is the highest rank any officer from the community
of North Preston has ever achieved; and

Whereas Inspector Simmonds continues to have a major leadership role in
developing and implementing various workshops and training programs on diversity,
workplace equity, human rights, and leadership;

Therefore be it resolved that the members of the House of Assembly join me in
congratulating Inspector Dean Simmonds on his promotion and for continuing to provide
mentorship programs and community-led initiatives focusing on diversity and leadership
in Nova Scotia.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Justice.

RESOLUTION NO. 1287

HON. MARK FUREY:: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas this past February, all of us at the Department of Justice received
devastating news of the passing of a former colleague and friend, Sheriff Steve Brown; and

Whereas Steve Brown worked with the Department of Justice for more than 32
years as a deputy sheriff and sheriff of Lunenburg, Queens, and Kings Counties and is
remembered by his colleagues as a dependable leader and a loyal friend; and

Whereas Steve Brown was also a well-respected public servant who was dedicated
to serving the people of Nova Scotia and who received the Peace Officer Exemplary
Service Medal in recognition of his dedication;
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Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House extend condolences to his
family and sincere gratitude for his contributions as a public servant, a friend, and a
remarkable Nova Scotian.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Environment.

HON. IAIN RANKIN: Mr. Speaker, | beg leave to make an introduction.

MR. SPEAKER: Permission granted.

MR. RANKIN: Thank you. I’d like to draw the members’ attention to the east
gallery, where we have with us Gina Patterson. She’s been working with Clean Nova Scotia
for the last 10 years, and she’s moving on to a new career with Venture for Canada -
unfortunately for Clean Nova Scotia. Nonetheless, I’d like the members to give her a warm
welcome in the House. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Environment.

RESOLUTION NO. 1288

HON. IAIN RANKIN: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day I shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Gina Patterson has worked tirelessly to protect our environment over the
past 10 years in her role as Director of Policy and Strategic Relations with the Clean
Foundation; and

Whereas she has poured her passion, dedication, and experience into this work,
helping lead the organization through periods of significant change and growth, and
contributing to many successful programs and projects, including the transition of the
Youth Conservation Corps to the Clean Leadership Program; and
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Whereas Ms. Patterson will soon be leaving the Clean Foundation for a new
position with Venture for Canada, where she will inspire young people to develop
entrepreneurial skills and apply them to grow our economy, particularly for the green
economy;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of the Nova Scotia House of Assembly
thank Ms. Patterson for her service to Nova Scotia and wish her well in the new role.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The Honourable Minister of African Nova Scotian Affairs.

HON. TONY INCE: Mr. Speaker, | beg leave to make another introduction.

MR. SPEAKER: Permission granted.

MR. INCE: With us in the east gallery today is a gentleman who has broken down
barriers in the National Hockey League. His name is Mr. Bill Riley, and he is accompanied
by his friends, Mr. Jim Bottomley and Mr. Jim Doherty. | ask them please to stand up and
accept the welcome from the House. (Standing Ovation)

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of African Nova Scotian Affairs.

RESOLUTION NO. 2189

HON. TONY INCE: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Mr. Bill Riley from Amherst is a retired ice hockey player, coach, and was
the third Black player in the National Hockey League, who appeared in 139 NHL games,
notching 31 goals and 30 assists, while establishing the reputation as a combative winger
who could fight and effectively muck in the corners to set up his line mates; and
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Whereas Mr. Riley stuck with the hockey, despite the many obstacles of racism,
discrimination, intolerance, and judgement that he had faced from hockey fans, fellow
players, and some of his community members; and

Whereas Mr. Riley created a tribute in Amherst for the Humboldt Broncos to
honour those impacted by the unimaginable tragedy that occurred near Tisdale,
Saskatchewan, on April 6, 2018;

Therefore be it resolved that the members of the House of Assembly join me in
recognizing Mr. Bill Riley for his compassion and leadership in honouring his Humboldt
Bronco hockey brothers, as well as his outstanding hockey career, breaking the race barrier
for the NHL, and for being an exceptional inspiration and role model in the African Nova
Scotian and hockey communities.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The Honourable Minister of the Public Service Commission.

HON. TONY INCE: Mr. Speaker, | beg leave to make another introduction.

MR. SPEAKER: Permission granted.

MR. INCE: With us in the east gallery, | have six people in the gallery who have
come here to see our proceedings today, five of whom are American, strong, passionate,
leadership women who are here to see us and how we conduct business, as compared to -
never mind, [ won’t go there.

| would ask them to rise as | call their names, please: Mr. Corey Adams from Nova
Scotia, who is an entrepreneur and a musician; Barbara Burgess, senior program
management analyst for the U.S. Department of Defense at the Pentagon in Washington,
D.C., Baltimore, Maryland; Stephanie Flagg, MD, radiologist from Seattle, Washington;
Pamela Lewis Bridges, retired educator and board president of Tacoma Urban Performing

Arts Centre in Seattle, Washington; and Carlene Hughes, contract administrator of
procurement for a major trauma hospital in Denver, Colorado.
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Last but not least, who brought all those ladies to the beautiful Chester area to stay
is a good friend: Evelyn Lewis, MD, M.A., FAAFP, BABDA, Chief Medical Officer,
Warrior Centric Hospital, Atlanta, Georgia. (Standing Ovation)

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

Bill No. 121 - Entitled an Act to Amend Schedule A of Chapter 1 of the Acts of
2018. The Education Act, Respecting the Provincial Advisory Council on Education.
(Ms. Claudia Chender)

Bill No. 122 - Entitled an Act to Amend Chapter 5 of the Acts of 1993. The
Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. (Mr. Tim Houston)

MR. SPEAKER: Ordered that these bills be read a second time on a future day.

NOTICES OF MOTION

STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Argyle Barrington.

HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE DAY: LOSS OF LIFE - REFLECT

HON. CHRISTOPHER D’ENTREMONT: Mr. Speaker, today is Yom HaShoah,
Holocaust Remembrance Day. The solemn day commemorates the approximately 6
million Jews who died in the Holocaust between 1933 and 1945.

On this day, we look back at one of the darkest chapters of our history, and we
honour and remember the lives of so many who were lost. It is also a time to marvel at the
strength of the human spirit. Despite the devastation visited among European Jews during
the war, the Jewish people have persevered with bravery, dignity, and hope.

Tonight, as members of the Nova Scotia’s Jewish Community will gather at Pier
21 to mark Holocaust Remembrance Day, we should all be mindful of the atrocities

committed during the Holocaust, and resolve that they should never be forgotten or
repeated.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Hammonds Plains-Lucasville.
CHRISTIE, LIAH: PERFORMER, NEPTUNE THEATRE - CONGRATS.
MR. BEN JESSOME: Mr. Speaker, today I’d like to recognize 14-year-old Liah

Christie of Hammonds Plains. Leah’s been on stage as a dancer since a young age, has
taken part in Symphony Nova Scotia’s production of The Nutcracker, and has become
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increasingly fond of musicals and plays. So, being selected to portray one of the youth in
My Side of the Country, that was staged in November by Neptune Theatre’s Youth
Performance Company, was a wonderful opportunity.

My Side of the Country is a musical about youth from all over the country attending
a conference to gather to ponder, what does it mean to be Canadian, and the issues arising
from asking that question.

Liah said that she found a lot of joy in being a part of this production and she has a
place in heart for theatre, which is growing bigger all the time.

| would ask all members of the House of Assembly to join me in congratulating
Liah Christie on being chosen to be amongst the cast of My Side of the Country, and wish
her well as she continues doing what she loves.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cape Breton-Richmond.
CAPE BRETON-RICHMOND - FUNDRAISING FOR SASKATCHEWAN

MS. ALANA PAON: Mr. Speaker, Canadians have been struck with a tragic
accident that has resulted in 16 deaths in Saskatchewan. The country mourns with the
communities as well as the families and friends of those involved in the accident.

Mr. Speaker, in honour and memory of those affected by this tragedy, school
children and staff throughout the Strait Regional Centre for Education, as well as the
broader community, are wearing hockey jerseys throughout Cape Breton-Richmond today.
Donations are being accepted in the schools and these funds will be forwarded to
Saskatchewan to support the grieving families.

It is in these times where we pull together, support each other and give of ourselves
to let those who are struggling know that we love them and care for them.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to extend my deepest condolences and extend the love
and support on behalf of my fellow constituents of Cape Breton-Richmond to our Canadian
families in Saskatchewan.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Needham.

DENNY, JOHN, JR.: GRAND CHIEF - CELEBRATING HIS LIFE
MS. LISA ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, 100 years ago today a very important leader

in Mi’kma’ki, which extends throughout the Maritimes and into Newfoundland and
Labrador, New England, and the Gaspe, passed away at the age of 77.
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Grand Chief John Denny, Jr., was from Eskasoni and served as Grand Chief from
1881 until 1918. He inherited the title from his father Grand Chief John Denny and was
the last hereditary Grand Chief of the Mi'kmaqg Grand Council. The Grand Chief is the
ceremonial, spiritual, political, and cultural leader of the Mi'kmaq, based on Aboriginal
and treaty Rights for the Mi'kmag.

Denny Jr.’s great, great grandchildren, John R. Sylliboy and Trevor Sanipass are
collaborating together knowledge about his life and times and are planning more
commemorative events for this summer.

Today the Si Denny, descendants of the Grand Chief, will celebrate the life of John
Denny, Jr. today with a feast at the Gabriel Centre in Eskasoni. Please join me in wishing
them well on this significant anniversary.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Lunenburg.
LUNENBURG ART GALLERY: NEW LOCATION - CONGRATS.

MS. SUZANNE LOHNES-CROFT: Mr. Speaker, on March 27" the grand
opening for the new location of the Lunenburg Art Gallery took place at 194 B Lincoln
Street. The Lunenburg Art Gallery, a staple on the Lunenburg arts scene for the past 46
years, has found a new home. The not-for-profit organization’s new location includes more
hanging space for art work and will encourage more foot traffic. The two-room gallery has
one room designated for members to display their art and another room designated for
invited guests or artists who have their artwork on display.

President Penny Maloney Ridley said the mission of the gallery will not change.
The gallery focuses on community engagement, they encourage youth to consider a career
in art as they increase their children’s programming, and the facility also hosts seminars
for adults.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you and the members of this House of Assembly please join
me in congratulating the Lunenburg Art Gallery on the opening of their new location. |
look forward to visiting the art gallery in the very near future.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Queens-Shelburne.

QUEEN’S CO. COUGARS:
HOCKEY N.S. PROV. DAY OF CHAMPS. - CONGRATS.

MS. KIM MASLAND: Mr. Speaker, | am very proud to rise today and congratulate
the Queen’s County Midget A Cougars hockey team. The Cougars topped off a very
successful season by recently claiming the banner at the Hockey Nova Scotia Provincial
Day of Champions.
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This group personified teamwork with players from a variety of rural communities
on the South Shore coming together for one common goal. Coaches say that the success of
the team came from three very balanced lines, strong defence, and goaltending. The team
also had a good mix of first-, second-, and third-year players that gelled as a team early on
in the year. Adrian Deveau, Hunter Brown, Tyler Lawson, Zack Levy, Josh Levy, James
Warrington, and Aaron Wilcox are now finished their minor hockey careers, and we wish
them the best.

Mr. Speaker, | ask all members of this House to join me in congratulating the entire
team and coaching staff - hockey truly brings us all together.

[1:30 p.m.]
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cape Breton Centre.
HUMBOLDT TRAGEDY - CONDOLENCES

MS. TAMMY MARTIN: Mr. Speaker, today | rise to recognize the Humboldt
tragedy, and all those Canadians who wear jerseys in solidarity and support. 1, too, have
travelled those Saskatchewan highways not that long ago, have driven on the roads where
the terrible tragedy actually occurred and, believe me, those highways go on and on for
miles on end.

My time in Saskatchewan is remembered with fond memories of those | worked
with and others whose paths | crossed. | had the honour of working in the communities of
Tisdale and Melfort. They are tight-knit communities that undoubtedly are suffering but
will come through this tragedy together. Both communities welcomed me without question
and, although | have never driven through the community of Humboldt, | remember the
entire province with good memories.

Even though my journey in the West has come to an end, my heart is with all of the
residents who I had the pleasure of getting to know and work with. To those I didn’t, may
you feel strength and solidarity not only from myself but all Canadians today and through
the tough days ahead.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Clayton Park West.

SALDANHA, MARK:
GREATER LOVE, HOMELESS OUTREACH - COMMEND

MS. RAFAH DICOSTANZO: Mr. Speaker, | want to recognize an exceptional
young man in Clayton Park West who is helping our province’s most vulnerable
populations.
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Mark Saldanha, who is in his third year of neuroscience at Dalhousie, was struck
by what he calls “throwaway culture.” Those who are most in need are often pushed to the
side in society and forgotten about. He decided that he needed to do something about it.

Mark started Greater Love, a youth-led organization that aims to reach out and
serve the vulnerable population in Nova Scotia. Greater Love doesn’t simply distribute
material items to the homeless. They sit down with them, listen to them, and treat them
with the respect that they deserve.

Over four months, the organization grew from 17 youth volunteers to 80 who visit
with the homeless every day. Mark hopes to reach out to other vulnerable members of our
society, including refugees and the elderly.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that the members of this House join me in commending Mark
for his dedication to those in need and for fostering a culture of service among his
generation.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth East.
ADVENTURE EARTH: NEW LOCATION, SHUBIE PARK - CONGRATS.

MR. TIM HALMAN: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to celebrate the new location of
HRM’s Adventure Earth Centre in beautiful Shubie Park.

The Adventure Earth Centre has been offering second-to-none outdoor recreation
and earth education programs for over 35 years at their Halifax location. I'm excited for
the people of Dartmouth to now have access to these programs in our own backyard.
Connecting with nature, developing leadership skills, and promoting healthy lifestyles are
just a few of the many opportunities presented by the Adventure Earth Centre.

Mr. Speaker, | would ask all members of this House to congratulate HRM and the
Adventure Earth Centre on their second location and warmly welcome them to Dartmouth
East.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth North.
DOWNEY, JOSEPHINE: COM. LEADERSHIP - RECOGNIZE
MS. SUSAN LEBLANC: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recognize the incredible
contributions that Ms. Josephine Downey makes to the community in Dartmouth North.

Josephine Downey has been a community organizer in Dartmouth North for well over 30
years.
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Currently, she sits as the president of the Demetreous Lane Tenants Association, a
group that provides a voice to residents of the community through public meetings aimed
at improving services for the residents, especially the youth. Programming at the
Demetreous Lane Tenants Association includes cooking programs, teen girl support
programs, Christmas parties, and neighbourhood barbecues, all made possible through the
leadership of Josephine.

I want to recognize that it’s the tireless efforts of women like Josephine Downey
that help make our community a better place to live. She is strong and quiet and knows
what needs to be done to help her neighbours.

| ask the members of this House to join me in recognizing Ms. Josephine Downey
for her selfless commitment to the Dartmouth North community.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings South.
PYNCH, CHRISTINE: RETIREMENT - CONGRATS.

MR. KEITH IRVING: Mr. Speaker, I rise today to congratulate Christine Pynch on
her retirement after an exemplary social work career. Those of us at the political level of
government know just how important it is to have hard-working, compassionate, and
dedicated civil servants like Christine.

For over three decades, Christine provided care and support to some of the most
vulnerable citizens through her roles with Evergreen Nursing Home, the Municipality of
Kings, and the Department of Community Services. She always put the needs of her clients
first and treated everyone with compassion and the respect that they deserve. Her efforts
have had significant long-lasting impacts on the lives of so many of the people that she has
come in contact with, clients and co-workers alike.

| invite all members of the Nova Scotia House of Assembly to join me in thanking
Christine Pynch for all that she has done throughout her career to improve the lives of her
fellow citizens and in wishing her the very best in this next chapter of her life.
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cole Harbour-Eastern Passage.
PETERS, CHRIS: VOLUNTEER OF THE YR. - CONGRATS.

MS. BARBARA ADAMS: Today, | would like to recognize an incredible
constituent and real estate agent, Mr. Chris Peters with Royal LePage Atlantic.

Chris was recently elected to take on the vice-president position within the Nova
Scotia Association of Realtors. For Chris, this means working alongside likeminded
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passionate and driven people like himself. The sky’s the limit when you apply
determination and perseverance to attain personal goals.

| personally want to thank Chris for offering so much to the community of Eastern
Passage and surrounding area. Chris is currently a member of the Island View High School
enhancement committee and serves on the board of directors of the Eastern Passage and
Area Business Association. He also works with the United DFC soccer association, and
last night I was also honoured to watch as Chris was awarded an HRM Volunteer of the
Year Award.

I would like to ask all members of the Legislature to join me in congratulating Chris
on his new position, as well as for his deep commitment to his community.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth South.
HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE DAY: LOSS OF LIFE - REFLECT

MS. CLAUDIA CHENDER: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recognize Holocaust
Remembrance Day.

| awoke to a headline today that 41 per cent of Americans do not know what
Auschwitz is. In my family, we know all too well. Auschwitz was the place where my
grandmother’s beloved aunt, Esther Rohr, paid the price for securing her orphan niece’s
safe passage to New York City, where she would go on to meet my grandfather, also a
Holocaust survivor, and live a long and healthy life.

If we forget the lessons of the past, Mr. Speaker, we are condemned to repeat them.

| ask all members of this House to take a moment today to reflect on this massive
loss of life, and the lessons it leaves us with.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Yarmouth.
COMEAU, PAUL: VETERAN OF THE YR. - CONGRATS.

HON. ZACH CHURCHILL: Mr. Speaker, Yarmouth’s Veteran Firefighters
Association recently held their annual banquet and named Paul Comeau the association’s
Veteran of the Year for 2018.

Paul Comeau was born and raised in Yarmouth and spent 30 years in the Yarmouth
Fire Department as a member of the Salvage Corps. Paul Comeau was honoured for not
only his service to the Yarmouth Fire Department, but also for his assistance and dedication
to the Veteran Firefighters Association.
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I ask this House to join me in congratulating Yarmouth’s Paul Comeau on being
named the Veteran Firefighters Association 2018 Veteran of the Year, and thanking him
for his many years of service and bravery in keeping hi