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House of Assembly
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HALIFAX, WEDNESDAY, APRIL 11, 2018
Sixty-third General Assembly
First Session
1:00 P.M.

SPEAKER
Hon. Kevin Murphy

DEPUTY SPEAKERS
Mr. Chuck Porter, Ms. Suzanne Lohnes-Croft

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. Just before we begin with the daily routine, the
topic for late debate tonight, as submitted by the honourable member for Lunenburg, is:

Therefore be it resolved that Nova Scotia’s historic year in tourism and fourth
consecutive year of growth will lead to more business opportunities, jobs for Nova
Scotians, and more vibrant communities.

That’s for late debate tonight at the moment of interruption.

The honourable member for Dartmouth East.

MR. TIM HALMAN: Mr. Speaker, | beg leave to make an introduction.

MR. SPEAKER: Permission granted.

MR. HALMAN: In the west gallery, we have Dartmouth East residents George
Butt and John MacPherson. Both individuals give back enormously to Dartmouth East.
They are always happy to provide wise counsel at our local Tim Hortons on the Waverley

Road and throughout Dartmouth East. | ask all members of the House to provide a warm
welcome to George and John. (Applause)

3885
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MR. SPEAKER: We will begin the daily routine.

PRESENTING AND READING PETITIONS

PRESENTING REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

TABLING REPORTS, REGULATIONS AND OTHER PAPERS

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS

GOVERNMENT NOTICES OF MOTION

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Community Services.
RESOLUTION NO. 1276

HON. KELLY REGAN: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas foster families give time and love to support children and youth when they
need it most by providing children with the opportunity to have a lifelong family
relationship; and

Whereas the number of foster families in Nova Scotia is on the rise, with the
addition of 100 loving homes over the past year, bringing the current number of foster
families to more than 660; and

Whereas although the number of foster families is increasing, we still need full-
time and part-time foster parents from all cultures and backgrounds to provide loving
homes for children in every region of our province;

Therefore be it resolved that the members of this House of Assembly recognize and
thank the many Nova Scotians who are stepping up to take on this important role, and that
they encourage more Nova Scotians to consider becoming foster families by distributing
the flyers sent to MLA offices or by spreading the word about the website
fostercare.novascotia.ca.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.
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Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Fisheries and Aquaculture.

HON. KEITH COLWELL: Mr. Speaker, | beg leave to make an introduction.
MR. SPEAKER: Permission granted.

MR. COLWELL: With us today in the east gallery, we have Osborne Burke, the
Manager of Victoria Co-operative Fisheries Ltd., and | might also add to that, he is a very
dear friend and also a gentleman who has really helped grow Nova Scotia’s economy
through the fishery.

| ask the House to give him a warm welcome. (Applause)
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Fisheries and Aquaculture.
RESOLUTION NO. 1277

HON. KEITH COLWELL: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day
I shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas through the efforts of companies like Victoria Co-operative Fisheries Ltd.,
Nova Scotia has been Canada’s number one exporter of seafoods for three years in a row,
reaching $2 billion in exports in 2017; and

Whereas Victoria Co-operative Fisheries Ltd.’s success in helping to grow Nova
Scotia’s global seafood presence is because of the tireless market development activities
to promote their high-quality Nova Scotia seafood products, and their efforts were recently
recognized with an award of excellence at the 20" Minister’s Fisheries and Aquaculture
Conference on the fishing industry; and

Whereas Victoria Co-operative Fisheries Ltd.’s active participation at international
trade shows and missions have secured many high-value orders from worldwide exports
for their products that have benefited the economies of their rural Cape Breton community
and the Province of Nova Scotia;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly join me in
thanking Victoria Co-operative Fisheries Ltd. for their hard work and their dedication to

growing Nova Scotia’s seafood sector, and the jobs and economic activity that they create.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.
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MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.
Is it agreed?
It is agreed.
Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.
The honourable Minister of Health and Wellness.
RESOLUTION NO. 1278

HON. RANDY DELOREY: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day

| shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Parkinson’s is a complex brain disease that impacts each diagnosed person

differently; and

Whereas understanding the disease and knowing what to expect can help people

better manage their condition; and

Whereas today is World Parkinson’s Day, a day to promote education and greater

understanding of Parkinson’s;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of the Legislature recognize World

Parkinson’s Day by raising awareness of Parkinson’s in their communities and showing
support for those individuals and families impacted by this condition.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of the Public Service Commission.
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RESOLUTION NO. 1279

HON. TONY INCE: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas April 11, 2018, is the Day of Pink, the international day against bullying,
discrimination, homophobia, transphobia, and transmisogyny across the world, which
started right here in Nova Scotia; and

Whereas the Government of Nova Scotia is a large employer in the province that
values and respects diversity, employee well-being, and safety; and

Whereas the government, through the work of the Public Service Commission, is
committed to providing workplaces where all employees are treated fairly, equitably, and
inclusively through their respectful workplace policy, guidelines to support transgender
and variant employees, our Positive Spaces program, and employee networks such as Pride
Nova Scotia and many more initiatives;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of the House of Assembly acknowledge
the importance of ensuring that our workplaces are free of any forms of discrimination, and
continue to work together to make this happen.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Environment.

HON. IAIN RANKIN: Mr. Speaker, | beg leave to make an introduction.

MR. SPEAKER: Permission granted.

MR. RANKIN: | would like to draw the members’ attention to the Speaker’s

Gallery where we have with us Sheila Cole, a long-time environmental activist who has
spent many years on several boards such as the Ecology Action Centre for 10 years, as well
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as the Environmental Health Association of Nova Scotia for 22 years. I’d like the members
to give her a warm welcome before I read this. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Environment.
RESOLUTION NO. 1280

HON. IAIN RANKIN: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Sheila Cole has been recognized by the Nova Scotia Environmental
Network with their Eco-Hero Lifetime Achievement award; and

Whereas this award recognizes Ms. Cole’s career in environmentalism that has
spanned more than three decades, with work in Nova Scotia, across Canada, and around
the world; and

Whereas her work and devotion to the environmental movement has tackled such
important issues as environmental health, climate change, toxic waste, air quality, and
mining;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House recognize Sheila Cole and
congratulate her for lifelong commitment to environmental advocacy.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.

Just for purposes of clarifying the record, that’s a government notice of motion, not
a congratulatory notice of motion, correct?

The honourable Minister of Health and Wellness.
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RESOLUTION NO. 1281

HON. RANDY DELOREY: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day
I shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas healthy teeth and gums are intrinsically linked to our overall wellbeing;
and

Whereas dental hygienists are an essential part of our health care teams; and

Whereas this week is National Dental Hygienists Week, a time to show appreciation
for the work that dental hygienists carry out to help us maintain good oral health;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this Legislature thank dental hygienists
for the important health services they provide every day to Nova Scotians.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Municipal Affairs on an introduction.

HON. DEREK MOMBOURQUETTE: Mr. Speaker, in the east gallery, |1 want to
recognize a long-time friend, someone who | worked with at Cape Breton University,
Philomena Sutherland. She lives in Sydney. She’s here in the city for the day and she came
to the Legislature. | just want to rise and welcome her here, and thank her for all of her
support to me over the years since | was a student at CBU. (Applause)

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

NOTICES OF MOTION

STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou West.
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INTL. DAY OF PINK - STOP BULLYING

MS. KARLA MACFARLANE: Mr. Speaker, today is the International Day of
Pink. On this day, communities across the globe unite to celebrate diversity and raise
awareness to stop homophobia, transphobia, and all types of bullying.

The International Day of Pink originated from Nova Scotia when two high school
students witnessed a male student being bullied because he was wearing a pink shirt. These
brave students intervened in the situation and after witnessing this event, were compelled
to do more to prevent homophobic and transphobic bullying in society.

In the next few days, students came together to wear pink to stand in solidarity
against bullying, and to highlight the extensive damage it does, especially to young people.

Wearing pink is an important symbolic gesture that we can all do to remain attentive
in the fight against all types of bullying.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth North.
LEGERE, STEWART - LET’S NOT BEAT EA. OTHER TO DEATH

MS. SUSAN LEBLANC: Mr. Speaker, on this day of pink, a day to speak out about
bullying, homophobia, and transphobia, | want to celebrate an incredible singer/songwriter,
actor, dancer, poet, and producer, Stewart Legere.

Legere is a proud, queer artist whose show, Let's Not Beat Each Other to Death, is
a moving tribute to members of the LGBTQ community who have been harmed or killed
by acts of hate. Inspired by the brutal murder of Halifax’s Raymond Taavel and an attack
against an outspoken gay musician, the participatory experience is part theatre, part music,
and a big, giant dance party.

In his own words, Legere wants to “pay tribute . . . to queer people around the world
who have suffered bigotry and violence . . . the piece offers audiences the chance to
remember, celebrate, think, and dance.

Let's Not Beat Each Other to Death premiered here in Halifax at the Bus Stop
Theatre and has played major festivals in Canada and in May, Legere and his team will
travel to the U.K. to play at Bristol’s Mayfest and at Chapter Centre in Cardiff.

| want to honour Stewart Legere for his beautiful production, for all his artistic
work, and for being a brave and inspiring leader in the LGBTQ community, for standing
up against violence, and for offering audiences a chance to contemplate a more peaceful
and hopeful world.
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MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Lunenburg.

MS. SUZANNE LOHNES-CROFT: | beg leave to make an introduction, Mr.
Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Permission granted.

MS. LOHNES-CROFT: I’d like to turn everyone’s attention to the east gallery, my
CA Ruth Wawin is here, and being that later this month we will celebrate Administrative
Assistants Day, | want to thank her for everything she does for me, as I think all of us feel
about our constituency assistants. So, welcome to the House, Ruth. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Lunenburg.
FUREY, MARK - MLA, LUNENBRUG W.: HUMBOLDT RIBBONS

MS. SUZANNE LOHNES-CROFT: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to thank and
commend my colleague and neighbour from Lunenburg West for his kind and heartful
gesture of making Nova Scotia ribbons for the members of this House of Assembly to wear
in support of all those who are mourning and touched by the Humboldt Tragedy.

This tragic event touches the honourable member personally. Mr. Speaker, as a
parent, a former coach, and by his own service in the RCMP here in Canada, he knows
first-hand of the experiences on both sides.

Mr. Speaker, | ask all members to join me in thanking the member from Lunenburg
West on his gesture of support for Humboldt, and may we all wish them #HumboldtStrong.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Queens-Shelburne.
SANDY PT. COM. REC. GRP.: VOLUNTEER OF THE YR. - RECOGNIZE

MS. KIM MASLAND: Mr. Speaker, this year the Municipality of Shelburne is
recognizing the Sandy Point Community Recreation Group as its Provincial VVolunteer of
the Year.

This non-profit organization owns, operates, and maintains the Sandy Point
Community Centre and lighthouse. In addition, these volunteers provide benevolence,
social events, and fundraising for the local Sandy Point Community, and significant tourist
population.

The original Sandy Point Lighthouse was first built in 1873 after a fire. It was
rebuilt and relocated in 1903 to its current location, overlooking Shelburne Harbour. It is a
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very important part of the Sandy Point Community and is enjoyed by residents and visitors
alike.

Mr. Speaker, | recognize and applaud this group for all they do for their community
of Sandy Point.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Atlantic.
TAG: COM. THEATRE - UNIFYING

MR. BRENDAN MAGUIRE: Mr. Speaker, first of all, Id like to express my love
and gratitude for all 660 foster families in Nova Scotia.

Mr. Speaker, I’d like to take a moment to recognize a very special gem in my
community, the Theatre Arts Guild, or TAG, a local theatre guild that puts on fantastic
masterpieces at the Pond Playhouse at 6 Parkhill Road in Jollimore. This month’s
presentation is The Diary of Anne Frank. Local theatre brings the community together and
promotes local talent.

I’d like to thank all the volunteers, the board of directors, and artists that help make
the Pond Playhouse a shining example for all.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Victoria-The Lakes.
TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS: SUCCESSFUL SEASON - CONGRATS.

MR. KEITH BAIN: Mr. Speaker, in Canada and throughout the world, hockey is
recognized as a sport that, since its inception, has occupied the hearts and minds of young
and old alike.

Through those years, a rivalry has existed between the Montréal Canadiens and the
Toronto Maple Leafs. But not this year, as Montréal fans will be on the sidelines hoping
during the playoffs to learn from the tremendous talents of the Leafs. Being one of only
two Canadian teams in the playoffs this year, the Leafs have shown their dominance all
season long.

So, Mr. Speaker, | ask that all members of the House join me in congratulating the
Toronto Maple Leafs on an excellent season, and wish them well on the road to the Stanley
Cup, along with passing along deepest sympathy to all Montréal Canadiens fans on their
dismal season. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: The Habs fan in me wants to take that one under advisement.
(Laughter)
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The honourable member for Chester-St. Margaret’s.
BLUENOSE COASTAL ACTION FDN.: ECO. STEWARDSHIP - THANKS

MR. HUGH MACKAY: Mr. Speaker, since 1993, the Bluenose Coastal Action
Foundation has been a strong voice for the restoration, enhancement, and conservation of
our precious ecosystem along the beautiful South Shore of Nova Scotia. This volunteer-
driven charitable organization’s board of directors, its staff, and its members tirelessly
pursue the mission of environmental preservation through research, education, and action.

Their vision is to promote a healthy environment in our thriving South Shore
communities. They have worked in many important ecological areas over the last 25 years,
including river restoration projects, endangered species work, climate change studies, and
pollution prevention initiatives, such as active transportation and solid waste education
projects.

| would like the members of the Nova Scotia House of Assembly to join me in
congratulating the Bluenose Coastal Action Committee on their accomplishments to date,
and to wish them all the best in the future.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou Centre.
HATT, CECIL & GRETA: SELFLESSNESS - THANKS

HON. PAT DUNN: Mr. Speaker, Bill Estabrooks, the former member for
Timberlea-Prospect, certainly would have something to say about my colleague’s
statement.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to take this time to bring to the attention of the House of
Assembly the wonderful husband and wife team from Stellarton, Cecil and Greta Hatt. The
Hatts had three children of their own who were all successful in their chosen fields.

Many years ago, the Hatts recognized that there was a young man in their
community who was not only suffering with mental illness but also the victim of extreme
neglect and abuse. They did what few other people would do and they took this young boy
into their home, their lives, and their hearts. Charlie Noel would live his life in safety and
love until becoming an adult.

We had the pleasure of getting to know about Cecil and Greta through our office
and are pleased to now consider them both friends. | would ask the members of this House
of Assembly to join me in thanking the Hatts for their incredible kindness and selfless acts
during their lifetime.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Hammonds Plains-Lucasville.
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JAMIESON, CHRISTINE/HORNE, NICK:
VOLUNTEER AWARDS - RECOGNIZE

MR. BEN JESSOME: Today I’d like to recognize two kind-hearted and committed
community members - Christine Jamieson of Waterstone and Nick Horne of Westwood
Hills. This week they were recipients of Provincial Volunteer Recognition Awards.

Ms. Jamieson was recognized for her ongoing work to promote the Special
Olympics FUNdamentals Program recruiting volunteers and new families. Ms. Jamieson
is a leader at the Bedford-Sackville organization, and they can proudly state that they have
the largest Special Olympics Youth Program in our province, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Horne was recognized for his commitment in our community as an engaged
participant on the Westwood Hills Residents Association and the St. Margaret’s Bay
Stewardship Association. Further, Mr. Horne is also the founder of the Anaphylaxis
Society of Nova Scotia and works to raise awareness and places life-saving EpiPens in
public spaces.

Mr. Speaker, I’d ask all members of the House to join me in recognizing Christine
Jamieson and Nick Horne of Hammonds Plains-Lucasville for receiving Provincial
Volunteer Awards and, further, pay gratitude to our hard-working volunteers across our
great province.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth East.
PREGNANCY & INFANT LOSS: MOTION 110 - SUPPORT

MR. TIM HALMAN: Mr. Speaker, in October | was so proud to stand with
members of all three Parties and unanimously pass Bill No. 38, officially making October
15" Pregnancy and Infant Loss Awareness Day. At the end of April, in Ottawa, Motion
110 is being moved. This motion, much like our own Bill No. 38, is a non-partisan motion
to improve the level of compassion and support for parents who have suffered the loss of
an infant.

My friend and Dartmouth East resident Paula Harmon will be in Ottawa for this
presentation. She will be representing her organization, Gardens of GRACE, and the
amazing people behind Bill No. 38 that was passed here in Nova Scotia.

Mr. Speaker, I wish to express my support of Motion 110 and hope others in this
House will join me in supporting this important initiative.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth South.
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INTL. DAY OF PINK: COM. GRPS. SUPPORT - CELEBRATE

MS. CLAUDIA CHENDER: Mr. Speaker, | rise today, on the International Day of
Pink, to recognize the organizations dedicated to supporting LGBTQ communities in Nova
Scotia.

These include the 90 gender and sexuality alliance clubs led by students dotted
around the province’s high schools and community centres - the Youth Project in Halifax
which supports youth and educates Nova Scotians around issues of gender and sexuality;
South House Sexual and Gender Resource Centre which provides space and supports to
student population and the community at large; and the Nova Scotia Rainbow Action
Project which has participated in numerous human rights cases involving same sex rights
and was instrumental in bringing marriage equality to Nova Scotians.

We have a lot more work to do, but today let us celebrate the work that these and
many other organizations do to support the LGBTQ community and to educate all Nova
Scotians.

[1:30 p.m.]
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Clayton Park West.
RASHED, HASSAN: COM. SERVICE - COMMEND

MS. RAFAH DICOSTANZO: Mr. Speaker, | want to recognize a passionate young
man from my riding who is committed to community service.

Hassan Rashed is a 26-year-old who emigrated to Halifax from Kuwait in 20009.
Since then he has devoted much of his time to community building and volunteering.
Hassan has volunteered with the Al-Rasoul Islamic Society since 2014, where he
coordinates community-wide events and religious programs throughout the year. He also
leads the society’s youth initiatives, administers its social media presence, delivers public
speeches, and teaches Sunday School.

Hassan took a leading role with the society in welcoming and settling Syrian
refugees and still maintains ties with some of the families to this day.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that the members of this House join me in commending Hassan
for his impactful volunteer work and for being a positive role model for young people in
his community.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sydney River-Mira-Louisbourg.
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C.B. CO. ISLANDERS BANTAM AA: CAPE BRETON CUP - CONGRATS.

HON. ALFIE MACLEOD: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to congratulate the Cape
Breton County Islanders Bantam AA team, which recently captured the Cape Breton Cup
with a 7-2 win over Cape Breton West on March 19"

The Cape Breton County Islanders Bantam AA team was also named league
champion for the 2017-18 season. The team next competes at the provincials, which are
being held in Amherst.

| stand today to thank the Cape Breton County Islanders Bantam AAs, their coach,
their assistant coaches, and their parents for all the hard work and the time that everyone
puts into giving these kids the amazing opportunity to play their favourite game, hockey.
What a great job.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Needham.
SICKBOY PODCAST: LIVING WELL - THANKS

MS. LISA ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, | have mentioned before in this House my love
for podcasts. Today | want to shout out to Sickboy, a local podcast that has captured the
ears and hearts of many. It’s produced locally.

Jeremie Saunders is a multi-award-winning actor from here in Halifax who has
cystic fibrosis, a terminal condition. When he was 10 years old, he read in a pamphlet that
he would likely die by age 30. He is now 29 and co-host and co-producer of Sickboy, where
he and two childhood friends, Brian Stever and Taylor MacGillivary, talk with others who
are living with serious medical conditions. Recent episodes have featured guests, all young,
who live with narcolepsy, depression, and Hodgkin lymphoma, just for example.

The Sickboy podcast is hilarious and insightful. 1 really appreciate the banter
between these three men who clearly love and support each other and are breaking down
our stigma about talking about illness and our fears.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings South.

RANDELL, DONNA: VOLUNTEER OF THE YR. - RECOGNIZE

MR. KEITH IRVING: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recognize the tremendous
volunteer efforts of Donna Randell.

As a mother of two children on the autism spectrum, Donna identified the need for
recreational and social programming geared towards older youth and adults with special
needs in her community, and she created Kaleidoscope to fill that gap. She has also
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generously given of her time and energy to a variety of other important organizations and
initiatives, including the Flower Cart, the Special Olympics, the Alexander Society,
Outside the Box, and CAPRE. Recently, Donna was presented with a 2018 Provincial
Volunteer Award as the representative from New Minas.

| invite all members of the Nova Scotia House of Assembly to join me in
congratulating Donna on that well-deserved honour and in thanking her for her
commitment to improving the lives of her fellow citizens and building a more inclusive
community.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cole Harbour-Eastern Passage.
MS. BARBARA ADAMS: | beg leave to make an introduction.
MR. SPEAKER: Permission granted.

MS. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I would like to draw everyone’s attention to the west
gallery, and | would like these two people to stand up. These are two people who have
travelled to the Legislature to let us know that they do not have a family doctor. The first
is Lisa Webb, and the second is Maurice Muise. | would like to thank them for taking the
time to come down here today. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cole Harbour-Eastern Passage.
NOVA SCOTIANS WITHOUT FAMILY PHYSICIANS - RECOGNIZE

MS. BARBARA ADAMS: As you all know, I have the only constituency without
a single family doctor. The following people would like you to know that they do not have
a doctor: Rebecca Redden; Brenda Macleod; Veronica Latter; Ashley Whynot and her
family of four; Many, MJ, and Josh Harris from Aylesford; Kim Young from Dartmouth;
Emma Poliquin from Eastern Passage; Logan Doucette, Eastern Passage; Mary Eldrige,
six years in Shearwater; Angela and Keith Gallant, Eastern Passage; Rebecca, Roddie, and
Callum Reddin; Jessica Turpin and her husband and son, from Eastern Passage; Crystal
Lace Frizzell; Carren, Wesley, and Isabella Frizzell; Malcolm O’Donnell; Cherie Chase;
Rhiannon Verran; Emily Snow; Cindy T.; Pinky MV; Sarah Milbury, who left the military
in 2015 and is still looking; Donna Jean Isnor from Windsor; Laura V. and her family of
five; Brandy G. and three children; Lisa A.; Wanda Crosby and son; Catherine Old; Atiya,
five years old, waiting since birth; Rhonda Vickers; David and Donna Long, Woodside;
Cindy Travis; Jamie Graham; Toby . . .

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. The time allotted for the member’s statement has
expired.

The honourable member for Bedford.
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HENNINGSEN, CHRIS: LIBRARY VOLUNTEER - THANKS

HON. KELLY REGAN: Mr. Speaker, I’d like to tell this House about a Bedford
volunteer who is making a big difference for newcomers.

Christopher Henningsen has been volunteering at the Bedford Public Library as a
conversation group teacher. Chris has been instrumental in starting and maintaining the
Intermediate Conversation Group on Saturday mornings at the library, hosting 15 to 20
people per week.

Chris is described as a great teacher and communicator. He’s a patient and
welcoming face at the library. It’s no surprise that last year he was honoured by the Bedford
Public Library for his commitment. Chris also volunteers with the Halifax Tool Library.

I’d like to thank Chris for being such a welcoming presence and for being so
generous of his time. He makes a big difference in the lives of people learning English in
our community.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Inverness on an introduction.

MR. ALLAN MACMASTER: Mr. Speaker, in the west gallery I’d like Mr. Frankie
Maclnnis, of Creignish, to stand. Frankie is a constituent of my constituency, Inverness,
and I know we are all, here, appreciative no matter what side of the stripe we’re on, of
people who help us at election time. Frankie has been a big help over the years to many
people including myself and also the member for Cape Breton-Richmond, particularly in
the last election.

We’re pleased to have him with us in the House, and we’d ask everyone to give
him a round of applause. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cumberland North.
COTRILL, JOANNE: FUNDRAISING FOR HAITI - COMMEND

MS. ELIZABETH SMITH-MCCROSSIN: Mr. Speaker, today | would like to
recognize Joanne Cotrill from Pugwash. She is a cook at the local high school and has
started a fundraiser to help those in a school in Haiti.

Currently in Haiti the meals for 180 students are cooked over an open fire, and
Joanne is helping to raise money for a propane stove for the school. She has previously
raised money to help provide the children in Haiti with nutritional supplements, as well as
food and utensils. Joanne first visited the country after the earthquake in 2010, and since
then she has been involved with raising money so they can help rebuild.
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| commend Joanne on her selfless efforts to help others.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Truro-Bible Hill-Millbrook-Salmon
River.

JACKSON, TROY & TODD: FILM, “HOODS” - CONGRATS.

MS. LENORE ZANN: Mr. Speaker, I’d like to congratulate two brothers from
Truro, Troy Jackson and Todd Jackson, for their film Hoods, a short film based on a true
story.

What do you get when you cross a clown, Dracula, and the KKK, who all show up
at a Halloween party? One heck of a memorable life lesson. With humour and wit, two
Black brothers survive a Halloween party in Truro as the only ones who have bothered to
dress up - unless you count the two in the KKK outfits. Teen hood was never so good - not.
Starring Asante Spivey, Khalil Spivey, Rebecca Ryan, Jared Blois, Lucas Rushton, Mariah
Altair, Alec Smith, and Max French.

As Troy says, high school musicals at CEC and track and field kept him in school
and grounded in a small town which could be very indifferent to Black youth. However,
Truro is changing, Mr. Speaker, and we are so proud of our own Jackson brothers.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Colchester North.
BARNHILL, RANDY: 34 YRS., DEBERT FIRE BRIGADE - THANKS

HON. KAREN CASEY: Mr. Speaker, yearly the Debert Fire Department has an
awards banquet to honour its volunteer members. Their commitment, dedication, and level
of professionalism have benefited their community and the surrounding area.

On March 3, 2018, 1 was pleased to attend this year’s banquet celebrating the 46
years since the creation of the brigade. It started with eight members and currently has 24
active members. A special tribute was given to Randy Barnhill, who has been an active
serving member of the Debert Fire Brigade for 34 years. He holds the record for the longest
consecutive running executive officer since the brigade’s inception, with an impressive 29
years.

Mr. Speaker, | ask members of the House of Assembly to join me in thanking Randy
Barnhill for giving his personal time to ensure the safety of others in his own community.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings North.
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LESLIE, SARAH: VOLUNTEER OF THE YR. - CONGRATS.

MR. JOHN LOHR: Mr. Speaker, Sarah Leslie is the Volunteer of the Year for
Kentville. Her contributions, leadership, and dedication to the Friends of the Kentville
Library Community Group was a driving force in their successful fundraising efforts. The
people of the Valley and of the Town of Kentville have greatly benefited from her efforts.
She and the friends of the Kentville Library Community Group now have a world-class
library to show for all their efforts.

Her generous spirit and hard work are an inspiration to all. Mr. Speaker, | ask this
Legislature to join me in congratulating Sarah Leslie, Town of Kentville 2017 Volunteer
of the Year.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth South.
DARTMOUTH PLAYERS: FOSTERING CREATIVITY - THANKS

MS. CLAUDIA CHENDER: Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize the Dartmouth
Players, the only community theatre in Dartmouth. The company has been producing
amateur theatre by the community, for the community, for over 25 years.

Producing between four and five plays per season, the Dartmouth Players makes
theatre affordable for audiences and provides a literal stage for local actors, directors, and
technicians to practise their crafts. They also host charity performances where the net
proceeds of the evening are donated to help local registered charities with their fundraising
efforts. With over 60 plays under their belt, this group has proven its commitment to the
arts in our city.

Please join me in thanking the Dartmouth Players for fostering creativity and
community in Dartmouth, and wish them even more success in the future.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings West.
COSTA RICA MISSION: HUMANITARIANISM - COMMEND

HON. LEO GLAVINE: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to commend 10 youth from the
Kingston-Berwick area who travelled to Costa Rica on a mission to assist with building a
community centre for local children. During their mission, the 10 students visited with
underprivileged families, formed relationships, and learned more about Costa Rican
culture.

As the MLA for Kings West, I’d like to express my sincere appreciation to the
members of the 2018 Costa Rica mission for their dedication to a successful fundraising
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campaign, for undertaking compassionate humanitarian efforts, and for displaying their
character and bringing credit to the Province of Nova Scotia through their volunteerism.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou West.
CHISHOLM, JAKE; OUTREACH OFFICER - CONGRATS.

MS. KARLA MACFARLANE: Mr. Speaker, | would like to congratulate Jake
Chisholm on his new position as Outreach Officer for the Pictou County Chamber of
Commerce.

Jake is an outgoing, energetic, and intelligent individual who will excel at meeting
members and non-members face-to-face and letting the community know what resources
the Chamber has to offer.

The Chamber is looking to increase the use of the hub space for members and non-
members who may need space to meet with clients, or a place to work beside other
entrepreneurs. Jack is interested in moving the community forward, working
collaboratively, and he brings a passion for small business, which will certainly add to his
success in this role.

I look forward to the positive benefits that Jake will bring to the Chamber and the
community.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cape Breton Centre.

MS. TAMMY MARTIN: Mr. Speaker, may | make an introduction?

MR. SPEAKER: Permission granted.

MS. MARTIN: I would ask my colleagues to look to the west gallery and bring
attention to Kat Lanteigne, who is the Executive Director of BloodWatch.org. | would ask
each member of the House to give her a warm welcome. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cape Breton Centre.

CDN. PLASMA RES.: PAYING FOR PLASMA - BAN

MS. TAMMY MARTIN: Canadian Plasma Resources has its sights set on Nova

Scotia and we are not prepared to deal with the consequences. The national report that we

are waiting for the results of will not be available until May 31%, and by then it may be too
late.
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The panel authorizing this report is comprised of hired guns working on behalf of
the blood plasma export industry. There is no representation on this panel from the
Canadian Blood Services, health care workers, or other concerned Canadians. When a
Canadian Plasma Resources collection site opened in Saskatchewan, Canadian Blood
Services lost 20 per cent of their donor base in that province. The same thing could happen
here.

Nova Scotia has a unique place in our country’s blood history. Former Health
Minister George Moody broke ranks with the provinces during the tainted blood era, and
helped get compensation for families who were impacted. Some of the bravest and most
effective blood advocates came from Nova Scotia.

This House has an opportunity to continue that tradition by passing legislation to
ban the paid collection of blood plasma in Nova Scotia.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Hants East.
40 N’ CHANGE: MUSICAL GRP. - RECOGNIZE

HON. MARGARET MILLER: If music is the language of the soul, we can truly
say that the residents of East Hants are hearing the language of 11 talented souls. Id like
to recognize 40 n’ Change of Hants East. Ten years ago, three women thought it would be
lovely to get together and sing on a regular basis. Since then, this musical group, now
numbering 11, is committed to weekly singing practice, honing their talents to create a
sought-after, entertaining musical ensemble.

Mr. Speaker, at local venues and beyond, they volunteer their medley of folk,
country, jazz, and pop, accompanied by their impressive instrumental talents on guitar,
drums, percussions, ukes, and piano. Venues such as nursing homes like The Magnolia,
Parkland, Cedarstone, Northwood Manor, community halls, charity and church events, and
many Christmas gatherings all benefit from the musical talents and soul-filled spirit of this

group.

I’d like to ask all members of this House to join me in offering their sincere
appreciation and recognition to 40 n’Change.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cole Harbour-Eastern Passage.
MS. BARBARA ADAMS: | beg leave to make an introduction.

MR. SPEAKER: Permission granted.
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[1:45 p.m]

MS. ADAMS: I would like to draw the House’s attention to the west gallery. The
first person | would like to introduce - and I’1l ask them to stand - is Lisa Rochon, my
constituency assistant, who is here to represent everyone who has called her without a
family doctor. 1 would also like to introduce Simon Bennetts and his mother Linda
Forward, who are here to represent Rebecca Haley, a pharmacist who doesn’t have a family
doctor. I ask everyone to welcome them to the Legislature. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cole Harbour-Eastern Passage.
FORWARD, LINDA: VOLUNTEER AWARDS - RECOGNIZE

MS. BARBARA ADAMS: Today, | would like to recognize Linda Forward for
being named a Provincial VVolunteer Award recipient for our area of Eastern Passage, as
well as being the Halifax Regional Municipality’s Volunteer Award recipient, which she
will be getting tonight.

Linda enjoys volunteering and believes in giving back to her community. Linda has
had the great pleasure of volunteering for Dress for Success Halifax, the PC Party of Nova
Scotia, the Conservative Party of Canada, the Sonlife Community Church and Hillside
Wesleyan Church, and the Christian Fellowship Group. Linda has dedicated over 15 years
to the Dartmouth Learning Centre, where she supports administrative staff, works one-on-
one with clients, and creates growth opportunities for the Learning Centre.

| would like to thank Linda for all that she offers our community. It was an honour
to attend the Provincial Volunteer Awards ceremony on April 8 to watch Linda accept
her award. God willing, I will be there to watch her get her award tonight.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Truro-Bible Hill-Millbrook-Salmon
River.

GILLIS, CHANTEL/BURTON, KYLE: O’BRIEN AWARDS - CONGRATS.

MS. LENORE ZANN: On February 3, 2018, Standardbred Canada announced the
winners for the 2017 O’Brien Awards at a black tie gala held in Mississauga, Ontario. The
O’Brien Awards honour Canada’s best in harness racing over the past season, and are
named in honour of the late Joe O’Brien, an outstanding horseman and member of the
Canadian Horse Racing Hall of Fame.

It’s my pleasure to announce that Truro’s own Chantel Gillis won the Outstanding
Groom Award 2017, a great achievement for a young woman only 22 years old. It’s also
my pleasure to announce that another outstanding Truro Native, Kyle Burton, received the
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O’Brien Award for Official Track Photographer for his photo of Dusty Lane Appearance.
Congratulations.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Hants West.
TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS - BEST OF LUCK

MR. CHUCK PORTER: 1 rise today to thank and congratulate the honourable
member for Victoria-The Lakes on a fine statement that he has put forward earlier in the
day, knowing that there aren’t many - when | say many, | mean lifelong - Leaf fans.
(Interruption) We’re very pleased with the season. It’s rare that we have seen the Leafs get
over 100 points.

More importantly, as the Leafs and the Bruins make their way through the first
round of the play-offs, | want to thank and offer - I won’t say condolences. | do want to
offer the Montreal Canadiens and their fans all the best as they learn to putt a little bit better
this Spring, Mr. Speaker. They’re going to have a good long season on the golf course.

All the best to the Leafs. Go Leafs Go!

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth East.

PA PLAYERS: “MARY POPPINS” - BEST WISHES

MR. TIM HALMAN: Go Habs Go!

Mr. Speaker, coming from a film family, the arts have always been very close to
my heart. It is because of this that | rise today to wish the Prince Andrew Players in
Dartmouth East all the best in their upcoming production of Mary Poppins.

Having spent most of my teaching career at Prince Andrew, | can proudly attest to
the quality of productions put on every year by the PA Players. From Footloose to the
Crucible, to Grease, this Spring production is always a highlight for our community.

Mr. Speaker, | look forward to taking my daughters and friends to a show this week
and seeing the high calibre of talent of the high school students of Dartmouth East. | expect
I will have the songs stuck in my head for a few days after the show.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Needham.

NEOF: SUPPORTING YOUTH ACTIVITIES: THANKS

MS. LISA ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, | wish to recognize the efforts of a remarkable
group of volunteers who are working to benefit children and youth.
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The North End Opportunities Fund was created in 2015 to fill a gap that was left
when the Rainbow Haven Opportunity Fund ceased to operate. The board members are
social workers, educators, youth workers, and long-standing community volunteers. They
believe every child deserves the chance to engage in activities they love.

To date, the North End Opportunities Fund has been able to support 98 children
who have participated in athletic, artistic, and leadership activities of their choosing. Every
dollar they receive in donations goes directly to support kids to have new opportunities.
Many camps want to collaborate with the fund by offering discounted registration.

| ask all members to join me in expressing our appreciation for the North End
Opportunities Fund.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Guysborough-Eastern Shore-
Tracadie.

STOYLES, JACKIE: VOLUNTEER AWARD - CONGRATS.

HON. LLOYD HINES: I rise today to congratulate Provincial VVolunteer Award
recipient Jackie Stoyles from the beautiful town of Mulgrave.

Jackie’s efforts have contributed to many organizations in the community,
including the fire department and the ladies’ auxiliary, the medical first responders group,
the Legion, and various school sports teams. She has fundraised and organized events and
even responded to many medical calls herself as a member of the Mulgrave Volunteer Fire
Department.

Jackie Stoyles is to be commended for her volunteerism and her strong contribution
to the vitality of the Mulgrave community.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sydney River-Mira-Louisbourg.
MURPHY, RYAN: OFFICIATING CAREER - CONGRATS.

HON. ALFIE MACLEOD: I rise today to acknowledge American Hockey League
referee Ryan Murphy of Mira Road. He officiated his final pro game this past Friday in
Laval, Quebec, where the Laval Rockets hosted the Springfield Thunderbirds. The 32-year-
old is hanging up his skates to focus on his law career.

Ryan Murphy’s officiating career started modestly at the county recr