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House of Assembly
Nova Scotia

HALIFAX, TUESDAY, APRIL 10, 2018
Sixty-third General Assembly
First Session
1:00 P.M.

SPEAKER
Hon. Kevin Murphy

DEPUTY SPEAKERS
Mr. Chuck Porter, Ms. Suzanne Lohnes-Croft

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. Just before we begin the daily routine, the
honourable member for Dartmouth North on an introduction.

MS. SUSAN LEBLANC: I would like to introduce some very special guests who
are seated in the Speaker’s Gallery today. Morgan and Krista Watts, if you could please
stand. Morgan is from Dartmouth North originally, and in 1996-97, was a player for the
Humboldt Broncos. He is now a coach for Atom A and Peewee for the Dartmouth Whalers.
Krista and Morgan both have three children who are big hockey players.

We welcome you as people all over the country are mourning the loss of all kinds
of members of the Broncos team. We’re very grateful to have you here with us, and I ask
my colleagues to give you a warm welcome. Thank you. (Standing Ovation)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Premier.
HON. STEPHEN MCNEIL (The Premier): Mr. Speaker, | request unanimous
consent of the House to address the House before we begin the daily routine, and that the

Leaders of the Official Opposition Parties also be given an opportunity to speak before
that, and when we’re finished that we observe a moment of silence.

3775



3776 ASSEMBLY DEBATES TUE., APR. 10, 2018

MR. SPEAKER: Is it agreed?
It is agreed.
The honourable Premier.

THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, thank you very much, and thank you to the members
for allowing us to recognize the importance of sport. Time after time in this House,
members stand up and recognize constituents who are doing extraordinary things. We all
experience the opportunity growing up, how sport has brought us together, bound our
communities together. We recognize those Nova Scotians who’ve gone on to do
extraordinary things, representing the humbleness of this province on international stages
and last Friday, this country was unified once again by sport with the terrible tragedy that
happened to the Humboldt Broncos Junior A hockey team.

As a father of two kids who participate in all kinds of sports, there is no nightmare
worse than what happened to those families and to that particular community, when so
many of them did not return home, and the ones that have will have their life changed
forever.

It has been an amazing period of time, though, to watch this, to watch the human
spirit in the way it has resonated with Canadians, the way that people have responded to
the communities, the way that individuals have begun to tell their story, and to watch out
of that great tragedy such outpouring of love from Canadians - and around the world - such
strength from parents and from some of those athletes who, in death, are demonstrating to
us what it means to live. Some of those have continued to provide an inspiration for those
of us who are trying to understand the complete impact of that tragedy on that province, on
that town, and on those families.

On behalf of all Nova Scotians, | wanted to have an opportunity to say today to the
families of the players, to the people of Saskatchewan, that the people of Nova Scotia stand
with you in solidarity. We’re here. As Sheldon Kennedy said, who was a member of a
terrible crash 30 years ago, it’s not the words that we need from people - it’s that we just
need to know you’re standing with us.

| wanted to make sure on behalf of all Nova Scotians that those families, the people
in Saskatchewan, know that we stand with them. We are here in the days ahead because
that will be a difficult journey to go forward to continue that healing that will happen, and
as was spoken earlier in the House before, it is my hope that the Holy Spirit will find his
way into the hearts of those who are left to deal with the challenges those families will
face, and give them the strength to build from today to move forward. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Leader of the Official Opposition.
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MS. KARLA MACFARLANE: Mr. Speaker, | want to thank the Premier for his
kind and compassionate and heartfelt words. This definitely hit our home pretty hard this
weekend.

In 1984, my brother was involved in an accident where he lost three of his best
friends and a beautiful mother, coming home from New Brunswick from a hockey accident.
We have a tournament every year in honour of those beautiful lives that we’ll never forget.

Hockey is part of our national fabric, and I think we all have a special place in our
hearts for hockey players. Every one of us has gone to the local rink to watch a son or
daughter, niece or nephew, grandson or granddaughter play hockey. Just last weekend, |
spent several hours myself here in HRM watching my son, Jack, and his team play. Every
one of us has sat in front of the television on Saturday night to cheer on our NHL heroes,
and every one of us is heartsick about the 15 people, 10 of them hockey players, who lost
their lives in a tragic accident on Friday.

On Friday, the Humboldt Broncos were doing a quintessentially Canadian thing -
they were taking the bus to a playoff game. Their tragic loss has triggered equally a
quintessentially Canadian response. The overwhelming outpouring of emotion and
assistance has been so touching, and I hope it gives the surviving players, their parents, and
everyone in the Broncos organization some comfort during this terrible time.

[1:15 p.m/]

Hockey turns strangers into friends and turns teammates into family members;
hockey gives us thrills and chills; and hockey is our heart. On behalf of the Progressive
Conservative Party, | extend our most sincere condolences to all of those touched by this
tragedy. Blessings to them all.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Leader of the New Democratic Party.

MR. GARY BURRILL: In the face of disaster of the sort that has come to the
community of Humboldt, people naturally turn to the language of their tradition. In this
moment, | recall the place in the Judeo-Christian scriptures where word of terrible loss is
brought to the biblical figure Nehemiah, who registered its magnitude by saying simply:
When | heard these words, | sat down and wept.

This weeping takes many forms: thoughts, prayers, donations, and the wearing and
displaying of signs of support and sorrow. May a nation’s weeping yield some small corner
of strength and blessing to all who stand in the valley of this shadow.

MR. SPEAKER: | now ask that all members and members of our galleries please
rise as we observe a moment of silence in remembrance of those directly affected by the
events of this past Friday in Humboldt, Saskatchewan.
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[A moment of silence was observed.]

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you very much.

We’ll now begin the daily routine.

PRESENTING AND READING PETITIONS

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Argyle-Barrington.

HON. CHRISTOPHER D’ENTREMONT: I beg leave to table a petition whose
operative clause says: “We, the undersigned are opposed to the Department of Natural
Resources Harvest Plan for SH068112- A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H and want our government
to terminate the plan for this forest to be harvested.”

There are 111 signatures on this, and | have affixed my signature.

MR. SPEAKER: The petition is tabled.

PRESENTING REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Justice.

HON. MARK FUREY: Mr. Speaker, as Chairman of the Committee on Law
Amendments, I’'m directed to report that the committee has met and considered the
following bills:

Bill No. 79 - Property Valuation Services Corporation Act.

Bill No. 82 - Halifax Regional Municipality Charter.

Bill No. 84 - Halifax Regional Municipality Charter.

Bill No. 87 - Fisheries and Coastal Resources Act.

Bill No. 104 - Research Nova Scotia Corporation Act.

Bill No. 106 - Insurance Act.

Bill No. 108 - Cannabis Control Act.

and the committee recommends these bills to the favourable consideration of the House,
without amendments.
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MR. SPEAKER: Ordered that these bills be referred to the Committee of the
Whole House on Bills.

TABLING REPORTS, REGULATIONS AND OTHER PAPERS
STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS

GOVERNMENT NOTICES OF MOTION

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Premier.

THE PREMIER: When I finish my resolution, Mr. Speaker, I’d like to have a
moment of silence as well.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Premier.
RESOLUTION NO. 1201

THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move
the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas more than a century ago, an important chapter in our national heritage
took place with the opening of the Battle of Vimy Ridge on April 9, 1917; and

Whereas soldiers from across Canada fought together side by side for three days to
take the fortified ridge, which had been thought to be an impossible task, marking a
moment that many say was the birth of our nation; and

Whereas our province’s very own 25" and 85" Battalions are remembered for
helping to bring the battle to an end and demonstrating Canada’s courage and tenacity in
the face of insurmountable odds;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of the House of Assembly remember and
reflect on the heroic sacrifices made by all those who served at Vimy and the more than
10,000 casualties suffered as we continue to honour them and all brave men and women
who serve in the Canadian Armed Forces today.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.



3780 ASSEMBLY DEBATES TUE., APR. 10, 2018

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.

I’d ask for all members to please rise, as well as members of the gallery, as we
observe a moment of silence in remembrance of those who laid down their lives at Vimy
Ridge.

[A moment of silence was observed.]
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Labour and Advanced Education.
HON. LABI KOUSOULIS: Mr. Speaker, permission to make an introduction?
MR. SPEAKER: Permission granted.

MR. KOUSOULLIS: Today here in our east gallery are some of our safety leaders
who have signed the Nova Scotia Health and Safety Leadership Charter, pledging to
continue building a culture of health and safety throughout Nova Scotia.

I’d like them to stand and remain standing as they are introduced: Peter McLellan,
partner at Stewart McKelvey and coordinator of the Nova Scotia Health and Safety
Leadership Charter Steering Committee; Susan Hayes, CEO of the Annapolis County
Housing and member of the steering committee; Karen Hutt, president and CEO of Nova
Scotia Power and member of the steering committee; Stephen Sayle, CEO of Sayle Group
and member of the steering committee; Carl Yates, CEO of Halifax Water and member of
the steering committee; John Young, area manager of PCL Construction and member of
the steering committee; and Stuart MacLean, CEO of the Workers’ Compensation Board.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that the House give them a warm welcome. (Applause)
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Labour and Advanced Education.
RESOLUTION NO. 1202

HON. LABI KOUSQULIS: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day
I shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas the Nova Scotia Health and Safety Leadership Charter represents a
commitment from leaders across Nova Scotia to the continuous growth of a positive
workplace safety culture; and
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Whereas the Nova Scotia Health and Safety Leadership Charter is founded on the
principle that the effective management of health, safety, and wellness is essential to the
operation of successful businesses and the long-term success of our province; and

Whereas Premier McNeil and | have signed this charter with the hope that our
province will continue the momentum in making workplace health and safety a priority
each and every day in Nova Scotia;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House applaud the efforts of the
safety leaders who have signed the Nova Scotia Health and Safety Leadership Charter,
therefore committing to continue building a culture of health and safety throughout Nova
Scotia.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

I’d just like to remind the honourable minister not to use the proper name of
members of the House.

The honourable Minister of Fisheries and Aquaculture.
RESOLUTION NO. 1203

HON. KEITH COLWELL: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day
I shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas the development of sport fishing in Nova Scotia as one of our province’s
most popular outdoor activities has benefited from the efforts of the Hants West Wildlife
Association, which promotes awareness and participation in the sport through its work in
the community; and

Whereas since 2009, the association has been delivering the Learn 2 Fish Program
in partnership with the Nova Scotia Department of Fisheries and Aquaculture, with over
15 volunteers teaching the basics of sport fishing for hundreds of youth from every local
elementary school, and inspiring youth to become lifelong anglers; and
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Whereas Hants West Wildlife Association enthusiastically approaches any
opportunity to promote sport fishing, and has led ice fishing sessions with youth, fishing
lessons with women, and the organizer of Give’r A Try fishing event during the free fishing
weekend;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House join me in thanking the
Hants West Wildlife Association and their members for their contribution to volunteer time
and their dedication to introducing Nova Scotians to the excitement of sport fishing, and in
the process make an important economic contribution to our rural economy.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Immigration.

HON. LENA DIAB: Mr. Speaker, before | make my statement | beg leave to make
an introduction.

MR. SPEAKER: Permission granted.

MS. DIAB: With us in the east gallery we have Mr. Gonzalo Peralta, Executive
Director of Languages Canada, who just flew down this morning from Ottawa. He’s
accompanied today by Ms. Sheila Nunn, President and CEO of East Coast Language
College, Mr. Srini Pillay, Managing Director of Apex Language and Career College, and
Mr. David Packer, Director of ESL Programs at Dalhousie.

| was pleased to meet with them this morning at the Nova Scotia Office of
Immigration to discuss the great collaboration that we have going on in the Province of
Nova Scotia. So, | ask all members to please give them the warm welcome of the House.
(Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Immigration.
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RESOLUTON NO. 1204

HON. LENA DIAB: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Languages Canada is a Canadian organization representing Canada’s two
official languages, English and French, with three public and seven private Nova Scotia
Chapter members; and

Whereas in 2016, Languages Canada had 2,902 students attending programs in
Nova Scotia, with 1,255 of those students continuing in post-secondary pathways destined
for further education in Canada; and

Whereas 60 per cent of all students attending any program through Language
Canada, stay with a Nova Scotia family for an average of approximately 15.6 weeks each,
the longest average stay of any province in Canada;

Therefore be it resolved that members of the House of Assembly join me in
welcoming Mr. Gonzalo Peralta, and congratulate Languages Canada and all Nova Scotia
Chapter members for their hard work in increasing the diversity of student population in
Nova Scotia.

| request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of the Public Service Commission.

HON. TONY INCE: Mr. Speaker, before 1 do my notice, may | make an
introduction?

MR. SPEAKER: Permission granted.
MR. INCE: In the east gallery, which is the gallery opposite me, we have seven

young workers who have been hired by the Public Service Commission. | am going to read
your names and I’ll ask you to stand as I read your names please. Isaiah Olateru, Karlie
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Kiverago, Claire Heisler, Amelia Jarvis, Bradley Cooper, Evan MacGillivray, and Corey
Aalders.

| would ask that the House please join me in welcoming these young workers to the
House please. (Applause)

[1:30 p.m.]
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of the Public Service Commission.
RESOLUTION NO. 1205

HON. TONY INCE: Mr. Speaker, I hereby give notice that on a future day | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas the Public Service Commission is creating opportunities for younger
workers, to help them gain necessary work experience so they can compete for good jobs
anywhere, including the Public Service; and

Whereas we began posting apprentice, co-op, internship, and summer student
positions around the province in January, with 185 posted to date and more to be posted
throughout the Spring; and

Whereas in the last 12 months, almost 40 per cent of all those hired or rehired into
the Public Service have been 35 years of age or younger;

Therefore be it resolved that | would like to extend my sincere thanks to our
colleagues who are working hard to market, recruit, hire, train, and mentor our younger
workers into the Public Service, and | would also like to thank those younger workers who
have chosen our Public Service as a place to begin their careers.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Premier.
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RESOLUTION NO. 1206

THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move
the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas volunteers across Nova Scotia are active in a wide variety of sectors and
are critical in establishing and maintaining support systems for the benefit of their fellow
Nova Scotians; and

Whereas yesterday the 44" Annual Provincial Volunteer Awards recognized 80 of
Nova Scotia’s amazing volunteers, with each of them having an important impact on their
fellow Nova Scotians and their communities; and

Whereas during National Volunteer Week, from April 15" to April 21%, many Nova
Scotian and Canadian communities will host local volunteer celebrations through
luncheons, receptions, and awards to acknowledge and recognize the contribution of
volunteers to strong, healthy, and compassionate communities;

Therefore be it resolved that the members of the House of Assembly join me in
recognizing the contributions of volunteers across our province who selflessly dedicate
their time, knowledge, skills, and resources to the well-being of Nova Scotians and thank
them for helping to make our province a place we all can be proud to call home.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Agriculture.

RESOLUTION NO. 1207

HON. KEITH COLWELL: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day
I shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Devonian Coast Wineries’ Jost Vineyards, located on the Malagash
Peninsula, received a silver medal at the 2017 National Wine Awards in Canada for their
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Tidal Bay wine and a gold medal for the Devonian Coast Maple Wine, which is also a
Quality Certified dessert wine by Fruit Wines of Canada; and

Whereas Devonian Coast’s Mercator Vineyards, located in the Annapolis Valley,
overlooking the historic dykelands near Grand Pré, received a bronze medal in the 2017
Decanter World Wine Awards for its Tidal Bay, a bronze medal in 2017 for the All
Canadian Wine Championships for its Sauvage Sur Lie white wine, and a bronze medal in
the 2017 Ultimate Wine Challenge for its EnCave Cing Ans red wine; and

Whereas Mercator Vineyards has opened a new tasting room following a $1 million
restoration at an over-200-year-old estate that will create at least five new jobs, following
a project that preserved the key architectural elements of the property, and will take visitors

to a world of premium estate-select cellared wines that can rival the best the world has to
offer;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly join me in
congratulating Devonian Coast Wineries on the awards received by their vineyards and
wish them continued success as they grow and enhance the reputation of Nova Scotia wines
while creating jobs in rural communities.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Municipal Affairs.

HON. DEREK MOMBOURQUETTE: Mr. Speaker, may | make an introduction?

MR. SPEAKER: Permission granted.

MR. MOMBOURQUETTE: I am pleased to introduce five individuals who are 911
call takers with our public safety answering points or dispatch centres. We have four

centres located across the province.

Joining us today in the east gallery is Heather Danch with the Halifax Regional
Municipality. I’d ask you to please stand when your name is called.



TUE., APR. 10, 2018 ASSEMBLY DEBATES 3787

As well, we have Donalda MacLean and Renée Labranche from the RCMP, and
Ruth Nickerson and David Cunningham with Bell East Communications.

As well, they are joined by EMO staff. We have Susan Mader-Zinck with
Communications EMO, and we also have Jane Gilson with EMO. | would ask all members
of the House to please welcome them here today. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Municipal Affairs.

RESOLUTION NO. 1208

HON. DEREK MOMBOURQUETTE: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a
future day I shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas April 8" to April 14" is National Telecommunicators Week, which
provides an opportunity to recognize those who work in the public safety community; and

Whereas 911 call takers throughout Nova Scotia work in conjunction with their
dispatch partners to provide a critical link between people experiencing an emergency and
the first responders who are there to help; and

Whereas these dedicated and compassionate Nova Scotians assist more than
220,000 callers annually and are a key part of our 911 system;

Therefore be it resolved that the members of the Legislature thank 911 call takers
who take on this challenging and important role each and every day of the year, responding
to Nova Scotians who are experiencing an emergency.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Labour and Advanced Education.

HON. LABI KOUSOULLIS: Mr. Speaker, permission to make an introduction?
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MR. SPEAKER: Permission granted.

MR. KOUSOULLIS: In the east gallery today, | would like to introduce some guests:
Ossama Nasrallah, president of Saint Mary’s University Student Association; Dr. Malcom
Butler, Vice-President, Academic and Research at Saint Mary’s University; and Tristan
Bray, Executive Director at Students Nova Scotia, as well as his student association
executive colleagues. Please offer them the warm welcome of the House. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Labour and Advanced Education.

RESOLUTION NO. 1209

HON. LABI KOUSQOULIS: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day
| shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Saint Mary’s University’s Student Union President Ossama Nasrallah was
recently nominated for the Canadian Alliance of Student Associations’ Future Prime

Minister award; and

Whereas the award is presented to an individual who demonstrates the drive,
determination, and ability of higher office holders; and

Whereas Ossama Nasrallah is an excellent student leader and role model who works
tirelessly to ensure the concerns and needs of his fellow students on campus are brought to
the forefront;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House congratulate Ossama
Nasrallah for his leadership and dedication to Saint Mary’s University, and for being
nominated for the Canadian Alliance of Student Associations’ Future Prime Minister
award.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Fisheries and Aquaculture.
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RESOLUTION NO. 1210

HON. KEITH COLWELL: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day
I shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas sport fishing is one of the most popular outdoor activities in Nova Scotia,
and sustainable development depends upon the dedication of volunteers like John Gibbons
who contribute to special projects aimed at the long-term protection of this valued resource;
and

Whereas at the recent annual convention of the Nova Scotia Federation of Anglers
and Hunters, John Gibbons received a 2018 Sportfish Conservation Award, which
recognized that over the past two years he has been a tireless volunteer through his
involvement in the River Denys sea trout study; and

Whereas John is an exceptionally talented angler who used these skills to assist
staff in the Department of Fisheries and Aquaculture in the tagging phase of the River
Denys project, and has spent hours volunteering before he starts his full day of employment
as a locomotive engineer at the Cape Breton & Central Nova Scotia Railway;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House join me in thanking John
Gibbons for his tireless dedication to protecting and promoting the best interest and long-
term sustainability of sport fishing in Nova Scotia.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Education and Early Childhood Development.

RESOLUTION NO. 1211

HON. ZACH CHURCHILL: Mr. Speaker, I hereby give notice that on a future day
| shall move the adoption of the following resolution:
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Whereas the Youth Project is a non-profit charitable organization dedicated to
providing support and services to youth around issues of sexual orientation and gender
identity; and

Whereas this past Saturday, April 7", the Youth Project held its eighth unity
conference for members of gender/sexuality alliances; and

Whereas the conference focused on making safer spaces for youth of all
orientations and identities by providing workshops, guest speakers, and skill builders for
junior high and high school students;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House acknowledge the
commitment and dedication of the Youth Project to make Nova Scotia a safer, healthier,
and happier place for youth of all orientations and identities.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Natural Resources.

RESOLUTION NO. 1212

HON. MARGARET MILLER: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future
day I shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas National Wildlife Week, April 8" to April 14", is celebrated nationally
and is an opportunity to reflect on the importance of wildlife and biodiversity to all Nova
Scotians; and

Whereas this year the Canadian Wildlife Federation is asking Canadians to share
their connections with wildlife online, using the hashtag #ThankYouWildlife, to celebrate
how we are all connected with wildlife; and

Whereas sharing in that connection be it a brief experience, a favourite animal, or
a life-altering moment demonstrates our deep connection with Canada’s wildlife;
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Therefore be it resolved that members of the House, and all Nova Scotians,
recognize the importance of wildlife and our province’s unique biodiversity, and the need
for shared stewardship of our natural resources.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Agriculture on an introduction.

HON. KEITH COLWELL: Mr. Speaker, I’d like to introduce in the east gallery a
group of young ladies, very special young ladies - who are members of the Trefoil Guild-
Girl Guides of Canada.

| would ask them to stand as | call their names: Josie Seaward, Shirley Knowles,
Mona Sparks, Jill Hogg, Colleen Estabrooks, and Pat Rowlen. These ladies range in age
from 70 to 92 years old and, over the years, they have contributed substantially to the young
ladies of the Girl Guide movement in Nova Scotia.

| want to personally thank them and ask the Legislature to give them a warm round
of applause for all the work they have done. (Standing Ovation)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Chester-St. Margaret’s on an
introduction.

MR. HUGH MACKAY: Mr. Speaker, I’d like to call the members’ attention to the
east gallery, to the presence of my lovely wife, my rock of 38 years, Mary Lynne MacKay,
who has joined us today. | would ask you to give her a warm greeting to the House.
(Applause)

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

NOTICES OF MOTION
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STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth East.

GOODWILL GESTURES IN HONOUR OF HUMBOLDT BRONCOS
- RECOGNIZE

MR. TIM HALMAN: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recognize the generosity and
compassion of the Dartmouth Barracudas, a Midget hockey recreational team in the
Dartmouth Whalers Minor Hockey Association.

This weekend, the team was enjoying an end-of-season meal at the Mic Mac Bar
and Grill when a Good Samaritan, who wishes to remain anonymous, paid the team’s bill
in honour of the Humboldt Broncos. The team then decided to donate the money they had
planned on spending on the meal to the families affected in Saskatchewan.

| ask all members of this House to recognize the kindness and generosity of these
gestures and, in the words of Dartmouth East resident Kenzi Donnelly, “There is still so
much goodwill in the world.”

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Needham.
[1:45 p.m.]
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Needham.
ATL. LIBRARY ASSOC.: ADEQUATE FUNDING - REQUIRED

MS. LISA ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, | want to acknowledge the efforts of the
Atlantic Provinces Library Association to bring to our attention the importance of public
libraries across Nova Scotia.

I was lucky last week to listen to an exchange between NDP federal Leader Jagmeet
Singh and the youth services librarian at the Halifax North Memorial Library, Sarah
Ziolkowska. | asked Sarah for permission to share some of what | heard. She recalled how,
as a child living in poverty, the library was her lifeline, how she counted on the bookmobile,
and how when she could actually get to a library every couple of weeks, she would bring
a garbage bag and fill it with books.

| am so glad and grateful that youth in my community are served by such an
empathic and passionate librarian and | add my voice to amplify the calls of the Atlantic
Provinces Library Association for adequate funding so that all Nova Scotians can grasp
that lifeline.
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MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Colchester North.
LANGILLE, ABBIE: VOLLEYBALL ATHLETE - BEST WISHES

HON. KAREN CASEY: | rise today to recognize an inspiring young lady who has
been invited to play in an overseas tournament with Canada’s deaf volleyball team. Abbie
Langille was born deaf but received cochlear implants at 13 months and had surgery again
at age eight.

Abbie has been playing volleyball since she was a child. She currently plays for the
Truro Cougars Volleyball Club. Her passion for and dedication to the sport has created the
opportunity to travel and play in the tournament in France on May 15". At the tournament,
Abbie will have a chance to compete in front of new coaches and gain valuable experience.

Depending on her performance, Abbie may have the opportunity to participate in
other international tournaments leading up to the Deaflympics in 2021. Abbie is an
inspiration to all of us and shows us that despite barriers, anything is achievable with hard
work and dedication.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that members of this House of Assembly join me in wishing
Abbie the best of luck in the tournament and in her future endeavours.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cole Harbour-Eastern Passage.
NTL. ORGAN DONATION MO. - CONSIDER DONATING

MS. BARBARA ADAMS: Today | rise to recognize national organ donation
month. Here in Nova Scotia, donor week is April 23" to 28™.

In 2017, there were 36 transplant recipients in Nova Scotia. However, over 1,600
people are added to the organ transplant waiting list every year in Canada alone. Up to
eight lives can be saved by a single donor, as we saw in Humboldt this past weekend.

Everyone here is a potential donor. Even if organ donation is impossible, tissue
donation is for nearly everyone, the oldest to date being 104. In public opinion polls, more
than 90 per cent of Canadians are in support of organ donation and tissue donation, but
only 20 per cent have registered. More than 250 Canadians die while waiting each year.

During national organ donation month, I hope all Nova Scotians think about this
very important issue and consider donating the next time they fill out their MSI information
cards.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings West.
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BERWICK CURLING CLUB: RELOCATION - BEST WISHES

HON. LEO GLAVINE: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to mark the relocation of the
Berwick Curling Club from their long-standing headquarters at the Orchard Street rink to
their new home at the expanded facilities at the Kings Mutual Century Centre.

With a membership exceeding over 200 and over 50 years of history, members of
the Berwick Curling Club have formed countless bonds and created lasting memories on
the surface of the Orchard Street rink. The club recently hosted a last rock celebration to
honour their history at the arena that has provided decades of growth, friendship, and
community engagement.

As the MLA for Kings West, | would like to pay tribute to the Berwick Curling
Club and their decades of play on the Orchard Street rink in addition to wishing the
membership all the best as they continue their traditions and create future memories at the
Apple Dome.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Queens-Shelburne.
BLINKHORN, WAYNE: VOLUNTEER OF THE YR. - CONGRATS.

MS. KIM MASLAND: Mr. Speaker, the Town of Shelburne has recognized Wayne
Blinkhorn as its Volunteer of the Year.

Wayne is a long-standing member of the committee that organizes the annual
Shelburne Whirligig Festival held each year on the town’s historic waterfront. This year
will mark the 18" year of the festival. He also volunteers at the Sandy Point Community
Hall and the Osprey Arts Centre, and with the local Meals on Wheels program. Wayne’s
latest endeavour is participating in the restoration of the mill building on the corner of Dock
Street and George Street.

| would like to offer my congratulations to Wayne on receiving this honour and
applaud his numerous volunteer efforts in his community.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Antigonish.

SUTHERLAND, TARA:
INDUCTEE, CDN. ATHLETIC THERAPISTS ASSOC. HALL OF FAME

HON. RANDY DELOREY: Mr. Speaker, Tara Sutherland has been the head
Athletic Therapist at St. Francis Xavier University since 1996, and this June she will be
inducted into the Canadian Athletic Therapist Association Hall of Fame.



TUE., APR. 10, 2018 ASSEMBLY DEBATES 3795

Over the course of her career, Tara has been responsible for the health and well-
being of hundreds of varsity and club sport athletes. She oversees the student therapists and
teaches three courses in the Human Kinetics Department. She was the assistant coach of
the St. F.X. Women’s Rugby Team from 1998 to 2011, and worked with the National
Women’s Hockey Team when they won a gold medal at the World Championship in 1992.

She has become an expert in the field of concussions and in partnership with a local
physician, established a concussion clinic which treats community members and athletes,
and helps them return to their life’s activity after suffering a concussion.

Mr. Speaker, Tara served the education community and the Board of Directors for
the Canadian Athletic Therapist Association from 1994 to 2001, including as president
from 1999 to 2000.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me in congratulating Tara on her upcoming
induction. It is an honour very well-deserved.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Hants East.
WHITE, RITA: 90" BIRTHDAY - BEST WISHES

HON. MARGARET MILLER: Mr. Speaker, all over Nova Scotia there are
individuals who have watched small rural villages grow into sprawling, bustling, vibrant
communities. Rita White of Enfield is a woman who | joined on Saturday to celebrate her
90™ birthday, which was on April 4%,

Imagine life in Enfield since 1928, the year of her birth. At four, she could’ve
hopped on a train at the prominent Enfield Station, and travelled to Halifax for 25 cents.
She would’ve attended a one-room school house, witnessed vehicles navigating the
Shubenacadie canal system to Halifax. She would’ve experienced the loss of community
members during war time in the 1940s, and the creation of the Trans Canada Highway in
the 1950s, and no less, the construction of the airport just kilometres away from the village
in the1960s.

Mr. Speaker, Ms. White also experienced - and I’m choking on this one - the raising
of 18 children in Enfield, many of whom still reside in the area and who were on hand to
celebrate their beloved mother’s 90" birthday.

| would ask that all members of this House join me in passing along our belated
best wishes to Rita White for a celebration of 90 years. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cumberland South.
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HIGHLAND FLING COMM.: COM. FUNDRAISING - THANKS

MS. ELIZABETH SMITH-MCCROSSIN: Mr. Speaker, I’d like to recognize the
Highland Fling Committee at the Cumberland Health Care Auxiliary Team. Their team is
organizing their 36" annual event. This year, they are hoping to raise $35,000 for two
respirators in the ICU.

The Highland Fling Committee and its events are a major part of the fundraising
drive and something members of the community can enjoy. Each year, the committee has
raised money to help purchase new equipment for the local hospital. Having new
equipment, we know, helps save lives. I’d like to take this opportunity to thank their team
for their hard work, and helping to make things happen.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Clare-Digby.
SANDY COVE WOMEN’S MARCH: INITIATIVE - CONGRATS.

MR. GORDON WILSON: Mr. Speaker, for the second year the people of Sandy
Cove have organized a women’s march to coincide with the international women’s
marches. This march was one of the smallest of the marches, but the number of marchers
doubled to 32. The organizers preferred to show their solidarity to the movement,
advocating social change by marching in their own community, instead of travelling to
Halifax to a larger event.

Their small march was an example of how rural communities can support this
movement in their own unique way. Last year, the march was featured as one of the
marches in the New York Times, and the video of the march went viral. This January, the
march again received a lot of attention including in the monologues of Stephen Colbert and
Seth Myers.

Congratulations to the organizers for taking the initiative to organize their own
march, not only have they shown their neighbours the importance of taking a stand, but
they have been an example for our rural communities across North America.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sackville-Beaver Bank.

WILLIAMS, EVANGELINE: DEATH OF - TRIBUTE

MR. BRAD JOHNS: Mr. Speaker, on April 2" of this year the community of Upper

Hammonds Plains lost Evangeline Williams, a woman known for her infectious smile and

generous, loving spirit.

Evangeline was a faithful and dedicated provincial government employee with over
30 years of public service. Her personal highlight of her career was when she was tasked,
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alongside with the present Executive Director Wayne Hamilton, to develop a strategic plan
for the new Office of African Nova Scotian Affairs in 2003, because of her innate abilities,
and her understanding of government and the Black community.

Mr. Speaker, to know Vangie was to love her, and she was a lady of grace and style
who will be missed by all those who knew her as well as her family members.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Guysborough-Eastern Shore-
Tracadie.

RYAN, URSULA: MENTORING YOUNG MUSICIANS - THANKS

HON. LLOYD HINES: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recognize a great teacher and
mentor to the music community in Guysborough, Ms. Ursula Ryan. Ursula, an
exceptionally gifted musician, chose to pursue a teaching career as a music teacher to share
her talents with our children.

Ursula has worked constantly both in and out of the classroom to help our youth
explore the wonderful world of musical performance, which has enriched the lives of
hundreds of our young people. Ursula’s students have consistently performed at the top
levels and regional and national competitions over the past 30 years.

Thank you to Mrs. Ryan for her dedication to our youth, and sharing her wonderful
talent with our young people.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Armdale.
FATHER: 100" BIRTHDAY - BEST WISHES

HON. LENA DIAB: Mr. Speaker, today | want to send a special birthday wish to
my father and to let him know how much he has brought meaning, love, and support to my
life.

As the eldest in a family of six, I feel a special, everlasting bond with my dad. I’ve
seen how much he has endured in his life and I’ve been inspired by his hard work and
perseverance. He has not only helped me and the family, but has been a generous supporter
of so many causes.

Looking back, 1 know how difficult the early years must have been. As an
immigrant to Nova Scotia 60-plus years ago, | know how he struggled as he left his
homeland of Lebanon in his early 20s to come to a new world where he worked day and
night to build a future, never giving up in the face of adversity.
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I’'m so proud of him, he is truly a role model. Nova Scotia and Canada are incredibly
lucky to count him amongst their own. Here’s to making it to 100, Happy Birthday, Dad.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cape Breton-Richmond.
PALLIATIVE CARE: LACK OF FUNDING - UNJUST

MS. ALANA PAON: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to speak to the condition of
palliative care in Cape Breton-Richmond.

Danny Latimer has been battling cancer for several years. He has overcome
surgeries and treatments in his battle with cancer. Danny and his wife Linda has been very
vocal about his journey and have given me permission to speak on their behalf.

Mr. Speaker, Danny’s story has been shared in local and regional media, the story
of how he was forced to remain in an emergency room bed for two days in the absence of
palliative care beds and service at the Strait Richmond Hospital.

Mr. Speaker, last night I spoke with Danny’s wife, Linda, who shared with me that
she has been forced against both her and Danny’s wishes, and at the end stages of Danny’s
life, to take Danny home. Danny’s story is indicative of the lack of funding for palliative
care across this province, and in particular, at the Strait Richmond Hospital.

Danny’s story should never happen to any Nova Scotian. I take this opportunity to
send Danny, Linda, their family, and staff at the Strait Richmond Hospital my heartfelt
support and my commitment to end the injustices occurring in palliative care in Cape
Breton-Richmond.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Waverley-Fall River-Beaver Bank.
JONES, BRIAN: GREY CUP IN FALL RIVER - THANKS

MR. BILL HORNE: Mr. Speaker, Grand Lake resident Brian Jones thrilled old and
young, including myself, by bringing the 150-year-old Grey Cup to Fall River for a
celebration.

The Toronto Argonauts wide receiver and Dragons Football alum had the Grey Cup
for 48 hours. Brian spent the afternoon taking pictures of himself and fans and the Cup.
Fans were thrilled to see his football display, including the helmets that he wore at Dragons
Minor football, Lockview High, Acadia, and the Argonauts.

Many aspiring young football players were inspired by meeting Brian and getting
up close with the Grey Cup. Thank you, Brian, for sharing your win with the community,
and being an inspiration to our youth athletes. Best of luck next season.
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MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings North.
NEWCOMBE, GENEVE: VOLUNTEER OF THE YR. - CONGRATS.

MR. JOHN LOHR: Mr. Speaker, Geneve Newcombe is a very well-deserved
Volunteer of the Year for Port Williams. Volunteering is a lifelong commitment for
Geneve. She has spent countless hours volunteering to ensure that female hockey is a
priority at the local high school and provincial level. Her dedication has enabled many girls
in her community to participate in all levels of hockey.

Geneve is also involved with agricultural education for students and believes that
young people need to know where food comes from, and the value of those who produce
it. Geneve is also committed to minor soccer, 4-H, Quilts for Hearts for Africa and her
church community.

Mr. Speaker, | ask this House to join me in acknowledging Geneve Newcombe,
Volunteer of the Year for Port Williams.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you very much for those members’ statements.
[2:00 p.m.]
ORDERS OF THE DAY

ORAL QUESTIONS PUT BY MEMBERS TO MINISTERS

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Leader of the Official Opposition.

PREM. - LEGAL CANNABIS: PUBLIC SPACES - PROHIBIT

MS. KARLA MACFARLANE: Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Premier.

Yesterday, at Law Amendments, we heard from people across Nova Scotia raising
warnings about the ill-conceived and potentially disastrous rollout of legalized cannabis.
We heard growing concerns about the province’s plan to allow the consumption of
cannabis in public spaces.

John Traves, the director of legal, insurance and risk management services for the
Halifax Regional Municipality, has suggested that cannabis consumption ought to be
treated like alcohol where open consumption in outdoor public spaces is prohibited.

Instead, this government has said as long as you’re not on a sports field, light it up.

Will the Premier explain why his government has decided to allow such liberal
consumption of cannabis?
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THE PREMIER: Indeed, the minister has been working and consulting with Nova
Scotians across the issue of implementing a product that’s being legalized by the national
government. Our role is to actually ensure that it’s available in our province. We’re doing
it in what we believe is the safest possible way to ensure that it’s safe for Nova Scotia
families.

If she looks at the additions that we made around the Smoke-Free Places Act, it’s
not as simple as she would like to make it out to be, that you are able to smoke anywhere
in this province. There are restrictions around where you can consume this product and we
fully expect, Mr. Speaker, Nova Scotians to follow the law.

MS. MACFARLANE: This just highlights the province’s growing confusion over
whether they want to treat cannabis like tobacco or treat it like alcohol. There’s lots of
confusion, Mr. Speaker.

You have to purchase it like alcohol, but you consume it like tobacco. Like tobacco,
it can’t be advertised, but like alcohol you can produce it in your own home. It ignores
advice not to co-locate, and allows Nova Scotians to drink in a bar, step out, smoke a joint,
and then walk right back into the bar. On golf courses even, you can drink a beer, smoke a
joint and drive a golf cart.

Will the Premier explain why his cannabis policy stands to confuse everyone while
actually protecting no one?

THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, | want to thank the honourable member for the
question. The fact of the matter is this piece of legislation has been brought by MADD
Canada, that says it is the most progressive legislation in the country. They stood with us
to tell us that we are protecting Nova Scotians when it comes to the issue of this product.

This product will be made legal, it will be made available to Canadians, and to
Nova Scotians. We’re ensuring, Mr. Speaker, that this product is made available in the
safest possible way in this province, and we’re continuing to look to work with our partners
to ensure that that is the case.

MS. MACFARLANE: Yesterday, at Law Amendments, a government member
defended public consumption by stating that low-income Nova Scotians who will not be
allowed to smoke in their apartments will need to go to the park.

| guess low-income Nova Scotians don’t need better wages. I guess low-income
Nova Scotians don’t need reliable public transportation, or a doctor. I guess low-income
Nova Scotians don’t need better jobs, and low-income Nova Scotians don’t need five days
of pay when they’re assaulted in their own home. Low-income Nova Scotians just need a
better place to get high, Mr. Speaker.
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So, my question is to the Premier: Is this really the best defense the government can
offer for its poorly planned cannabis consumption?

THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, | want to remind the honourable member that the
unemployment rate has actually gone down in this province. (Interruptions) | want to
remind the honourable member that young Nova Scotians . . .

MR. SPEAKER: Order please.
The honourable Premier.

THE PREMIER: . . . young Nova Scotians see a future in this province, Mr.
Speaker, we bucked the trend when it came to out-migration. We have now an in-migration
of young people in our province because of the very thing the honourable member is
referring to, they see a good-paying job on the horizon in Nova Scotia and they’re lining
up to take them. Mr. Speaker, we’ve seen 100 physicians coming into our province and
we’re very happy to work with Doctors Nova Scotia to continue to provide opportunities.
(Interruptions)

The fact of the matter is, unlike the honourable member, MADD Canada has stood
with us and said this government is actually getting it right when it comes to the legalization
of marijuana. Mr. Speaker, with all due respect, I’'m going to stand with MADD Canada.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Leader of the New Democratic Party.
PREM. - CNSOPB: BP APPL. - CHEERLEADER

MR. GARY BURRILL: Mr. Speaker, last week we learned that BP is spending
around a $0.25 million a day transporting its drill rig to Nova Scotia, despite not yet having
final drilling approval from the Canada - Nova Scotia Offshore Petroleum Board.

We also learned that officials of the regulatory board have been canvassing the
South Shore municipal councils in support of BP’s application, prompting the Honourable
Wilfred Moore to describe the board as a petroleum industry cheerleader - and I’1l table a
copy of his remarks.

Mr. Speaker, since the Gulf Coast disaster, many people don’t trust BP. With the
petroleum board acting more like a promoter/lobbyist than a regulator, how can the Premier
expect people to trust them, either?

THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, one of the things - the east coast of Canada, the
Canada-Nova Scotia Offshore Petroleum Board has been recognized at the national level
and the international level in ensuring that they protect the environment.
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The reality of it is, there has to be a balance. We’re going to ensure that if there is
activity off our coast, creating good economic jobs, driving the economy of our province,
it will be done in a way to protect the environment. We believe both of those can happen,
but the fact of the matter is that the Canada-Nova Scotia Offshore Petroleum Board has the
responsibility to ensure the activity off our coast is done in an environmentally safe way,
and we will hold them to it.

MR. BURRILL: The people of our province have parallel concerns about the
quality of regulation in the forest industry. When veteran forester Danny George first blew
the whistle on old-growth forest being improperly clear-cut recently in Guysborough
County, the Minister of Natural Resources assured us that there’s a system to prevent this.
DNR has since admitted that Mr. George may in fact be right, which raises the question of
why and how the department did not and apparently does not know what’s being cut on its
own Crown land.

Does the Premier grasp that the public of the province has serious misgivings about
the competence of the regulatory work being conducted in the Department of Natural
Resources?

THE PREMIER: I certainly heard Nova Scotians’ concerns about the activity in the
forest sector in our province. | have also heard from others who believe we can continue to
do further cutting.

With those two opposing views, Mr. Speaker, | have gone out and gotten a very
independent voice outside of our government, Dr. Lahey, who is providing a report about
the future of how we not only ensure that the forest environment is there for all of us to
enjoy but at the same time we have a forest industry in a sustainable way. | look forward
to that report coming back.

MR. BURRILL: Mr. Speaker, this diminishing public confidence extends to
environmental regulation as a whole. In 2008, this House settled the tire-burning question,
unanimously passing a bill against it. When in power and approached by Lafarge, the
present government backtracked on that position. When community members went to court
to say that the Minister of Environment should consider the evidence of a third-party expert
before approving tire burning, the minister took the position that this was not required.

Mr. Speaker, does the Premier understand from the citizen court challenges to the
CNSOPB, the DNR, and the Department of Environment that his government needs to do
a much better job of upholding public confidence on environmental questions?

THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, the Department of Environment is continuing to
work as a regulator in our province and continuing to ensure that we strike the right balance,
that the interests of Nova Scotians are heard when it comes to how we continue to do
activity which provides economic growth and opportunity, while at the same time
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sustaining our province and keeping it there for future generations. As the regulator, they
strike that balance.

One of the challenges for the Department of Environment, no matter what decision
they make, is that there will be those dissenting voices. The beauty in this province is that
there are other mechanisms, if they don’t agree with the decisions of the Department of
Environment, to go down and appeal those decisions.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Leader of the Official Opposition.
PREM. - LEGAL CANNABIS: MUNICIPAL COST - ASSIST

MS. KARLA MACFARLANE: My question is for the Premier. During his
appearance before the Standing Committee on Law Amendments, Mr. Traves estimated
that legalized cannabis will cost HRM millions of dollars. HRM has actually had no
discussion with the province about what, if any, funding will be made available to offset
the cost of legalized cannabis. These increased costs will force some municipalities to
increase taxes or actually go into the red.

Will the Premier say once and for all when his government is going to assist
municipalities with the cost of legalized cannabis, and when he is going to let them in on
his plan?

THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, there has been consultation going on across the
province, including here in HRM. The honourable member should know that. The person
before Law Amendments Committee should have referenced that.

The reality of it is, there are costs associated with the legalization of this product.
We know that there will be more equipment that will be required in police officers’ vehicles
across the province. There’s advertising that we’re looking for co-operation from them.
We will continue to build on that.

The fact of the matter is, Mr. Speaker, we’re going to have a difference of opinion
when it comes to whether or not this requires more officers. We will continue to make our
case. We look forward to working with our partners as this product becomes legal.

MS. MACFARLANE: In addition, concerns were raised about the government’s
plans to allow municipalities to add additional restrictions on the public consumption of
cannabis; this issue is actually twofold. First, there is the possibility that - as happened with
cigarettes - the rules will vary widely from one municipality to the next. The second is that
the local bylaws do not carry the same weight as provincial laws and are probably unlikely
to be enforced with the same rigor.
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We’ve heard repeatedly that this government is working with its partners on this
issue, but from what those partners are saying and from what we heard in Law Amendments
Committee, it doesn’t seem that way. How does the Premier plan to address the issues that
were raised yesterday regarding the enforceability of bylaws on cannabis?

THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, again | want to thank the honourable member for
the question. To go back, we’ve been engaging municipalities across the province. We
continue to work as this product becomes legalized. When it comes to policing, there are
some that have their own police forces, and there are others that use the federal force. We
continue to work with our partners. We have a very different view when it comes, in some
cases, to the cost of the implementation on an ongoing basis. We’re prepared, though, to
sit down and have that conversation with our municipalities.

One of the things we heard loud and clear from municipalities and law enforcement
agencies is they wanted the ability inside certain parts of this province to actually make
rules that pertain to them, like we do in Truro when it comes to smoking. There’s no
smoking on one of the main streets of Truro, quite frankly; that was put in by the
Municipality of the Town of Truro. In this law, we’ve given that same provision when it
comes to the purpose of using cannabis.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth South.
EECD - INCLUSIVE EDUC.: IMPROVEMENTS - REASSURE

MS. CLAUDIA CHENDER: Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Minister of
Education and Early Childhood Development. This weekend a radio call-in program asked
Nova Scotians to comment on how inclusive education was working for their family. Dr.
Strang, our province’s Chief Public Health Officer, told the host about his 12-year old son
who is significantly impacted by autism, is non-verbal, and has an intellectual disability.
Dr. Strang said: There is no place for him in the current school system in Nova Scotia. I’ll
table that.

Mr. Speaker, how is the government’s plan going to ensure that children like Dr.
Strang’s are included in our public education system?

HON. ZACH CHURCHILL: While there are, albeit, a small number of these cases,
one case like this is far too much in our education system. This is exactly why we struck
the Commission on Inclusive Education. It’s exactly why we’ll be moving forward with
their recommendations to improve our system of education to be more inclusive, and that
will entail more behavioural supports, special needs supports, mental health supports.

I