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HALIFAX, FRIDAY, APRIL 6, 2018
Sixty-third General Assembly
First Session
9:00 A.M.

SPEAKER
Hon. Kevin Murphy

DEPUTY SPEAKERS
Mr. Chuck Porter, Ms. Suzanne Lohnes-Croft

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. We’ll now begin the daily routine.
PRESENTING AND READING PETITIONS
PRESENTING REPORTS OF COMMITTEES
TABLING REPORTS, REGULATIONS AND OTHER PAPERS
STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS
GOVERNMENT NOTICES OF MOTION
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Community Services.

RESOLUTION NO. 1157

HON. KELLY REGAN: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

3705
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Be it resolved as follows:

That paragraphs (1) and (2) of Rule 14 of the Rules and Forms of Procedure of the
House of Assembly are repealed and the following substituted:

14(1) Every Member is bound to attend the services of the House unless
(a) leave of absence has been given by the House or the Speaker; or
(b) the member is taking pregnancy leave, parental leave, leave for illness
or leave for a similar purpose and notice has been given, of the nature
and expected length of the leave, to the House or the Speaker within ten
days of commencing the leave.
(2) If any Member shall leave the House for one whole day without
(a) permission first obtained from the House or the Speaker; or
(b) notice given pursuant to subparagraph (1)(b),
the Member may be subject to the censure of the House and shall also forfeit such
monetary amount per day as is determined by the House of Assembly Management
Commission for the time the Member shall be so absent.
Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.
MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.
Is it agreed?
It is agreed.
Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.
The honourable Minister of Health and Wellness.

RESOLUTION NO. 1158

HON. RANDY DELOREY: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day
| shall move the adoption of the following resolution:
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Whereas April 7" marks World Health Day, with this year’s campaign focusing on
universal health coverage for everyone, everywhere; and

Whereas we are fortunate to live in a part of the world that recognizes the
importance of universal health care; and

Whereas in Nova Scotia the Department of Health and Wellness works closely with
its partners to provide health care services to all Nova Scotians and promote healthy and
active communities;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House recognize April 7" as World
Health Day and encourage all of us to consider how we can help advance the health of all
people.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Immigration.

RESOLUTION NO. 1159

HON. LENA DIAB: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day I shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas the Nova Scotia International Student Program (NSISP) which offers high
school education to students around the world, is celebrating its 20" year of welcoming
international students to our province; and

Whereas NSISP creates global citizens by promoting the growth of intercultural
understanding and increased international educational opportunities for Nova Scotians and
students from around the world; and

Whereas currently there are over 1,100 international students from 32 countries,
studying in 78 different schools, in the seven English-language school boards across Nova
Scotia;
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Therefore be it resolved that members of the House of Assembly join me in
congratulating the Nova Scotia International Student Program for providing excellent
education and homestay environment to all international students for the last 20 years.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Communities, Culture and Heritage.
RESOLUTION NO. 1160

HON. LEO GLAVINE: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas from April 15" to April 21%, Canadians will officially observe National
Volunteer Week - a time to reflect upon, celebrate, and thank the millions of volunteers
who contribute to their communities throughout the country; and

Whereas since 2009, Jane Roy of Halifax has volunteered her time and energy to
the Catapult Leadership Society, which hosts camps for youth with limited opportunities,
fostering leaderships skills in hundreds of Nova Scotia youth from communities throughout
the province; and

Whereas in recognition of her commitment and dedication to the youth of Nova
Scotia, Jane Roy was honoured with the Commonwealth Points of Light award, a
prestigious volunteer award, at a ceremony at Government House on April 3™, signed
personally by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth I,

Therefore be it resolved that members of the House of Assembly offer their sincere
congratulations to Jane Roy of the Catapult Leadership Society on receiving the Points of
Light award in recognition of her dedication to volunteerism, in addition to thanking her
for her role in inspiring the next generation of Nova Scotian leadership.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.
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MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?
It is agreed.
Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.
The honourable Minister of Gaelic Affairs.
RESOLUTION NO. 1161

HON. RANDY DELOREY: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day
| shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas today, April 6™, people around the world celebrate Tartan Day; and

Whereas Tartan Day provides an opportunity to recognize and display connection
to our Scottish Gaelic heritage; and

Whereas Nova Scotia is recognized internationally for our commitment to
honouring and sustaining our Gaelic culture;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of the House recognize today, April 6,
2018, as Tartan Day, and take time to reflect and celebrate our Gaelic culture.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.
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INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

Bill No. 116 - Entitled an Act Respecting Certain Financial Measures. (Hon.
Karen Casey)

Bill No. 117 - Entitled an Act to Amend Schedule A of Chapter 1 of the Acts of
2018. The Education Act. (Ms. Claudia Chender)

Bill No. 118 - Entitled an Act to Amend Chapter 18 of the Acts of 1998. The
Municipal Government Act, and Chapter 39 of the Acts of 2008. The Halifax Regional
Municipality Charter, Respecting Parental Accommodation. (Hon. Derek
Mombourquette)

[9:15a.m.]

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Needham

MS. LISA ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, may | first make an introduction please?

MR. SPEAKER: Permission granted.

MS. ROBERTS: I'd like to direct the attention of the House to the west gallery,
where we are joined today by Tiffany Gordon. Tiffany is a PhD Student in Philosophy at
Dalhousie University, and is also a supporter of a community organization called Working

While Black in Nova Scotia. (Applause)

Bill No. 119 - Entitled an Act Respecting Police Street Checks. (Ms. Claudia
Chender)

MR. SPEAKER: Ordered that these bills be read a second time on a future day.
NOTICES OF MOTION

STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sydney River-Mira-Louisbourg.

RIVERVIEW REDMEN, HS HOCKEY:
SUCCESSFUL SEASON - CONGRATS.

HON. ALFIE MACLEOD: Mr. Speaker, I rise today to congratulate the Riverview
Redmen for earning the silver medal honours in the top tier of Nova Scotia boys high school
hockey.
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The Coxheath-based squad lost 4-3 to the host C.P. Allen Cheetahs of Bedford in
the Nova Scotia School Athletic Federation Division 1 boys hockey championship, held
recently in Bedford. Prior to this, Riverview went undefeated in its three round-robin
games.

| stand today to acknowledge and thank the Riverview Redmen team for all the
hard work and dedication they have made this season, and | will also thank the coaches and
the parents for their strong influence, which makes high school hockey such an enjoyable
part of our children’s lives.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Queens-Shelburne.
CONRAD, CAROLYN: VOLUNTEER OF THE YR. - CONGRATS.

MIS. KIM MASLAND: Mr. Speaker, the region of Queens Municipality has
chosen to recognize Carolyn Conrad of Caledonia as Volunteer of the Year. Carolyn is a
tireless worker who has been involved with the Queens County Fair for over 15 years.

She works at this annual event and is involved in the many events that take place at
the fairgrounds throughout the year, including horse pulls, weddings, and the RCMP
Musical Ride. Regardless of the event or task, Carolyn is there with a willing and smiling
face. She is very modest about her contributions, but her dedication and reliability are vital
to the Queens County Fair Association.

Mr. Speaker, | congratulate Carolyn on receiving this well-deserved honour, and
thank her for all that she does for her community.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Fairview-Clayton Park.
HFX. W. WARRIORS: RED CUP SHOWCASE - RECOGNIZE

HON. PATRICIA ARAB: Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize the Halifax West
Boys Hockey Team on being declared league champions of the Metro High School Hockey
League.

This team has consistently been a force to be reckoned with for the past few seasons,
with several accomplishments under their belt, including recently winning the 2018 Red
Cup Showcase. The successes of this team would not be made possible without the
coaching staff, including Frank Hubley who dedicates countless hours as head coach for
the boys team.

A special thank you to the Warriors that will be graduating after this season: Ben
Penrose, Patrick Oxner, Richard Abbass, Ryan Maunder, Justin Sumarah, Massimo
Spensieri, Josh Comeau, Luc Waldron, Kyle Penney, and Ryan Breau.
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Mr. Speaker, | ask the members of this House to join me in applauding the Halifax
West Warriors for their successful year, and wish them all the best in the future.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou East.
ROOTS FOR YOUTH: COLDEST NIGHT WALK - GRATITUDE

MR. TIM HOUSTON: Mr. Speaker, led by Pictou Academy Roots for Youth
Society, walkers came together on the Coldest Night of the Year Walk to combat youth
homelessness.

Roots for Youth director Stacey Dlamini confirms they helped 18 young people
end their homelessness last year. In over two and a half years, they have helped 45 local
youth in need of safe housing. Youth who are forced to leave home are vulnerable and need
a safe place to stay. Couch-surfing and staying with “that guy who lets them hang out” is
not safe.

The walk is a Canada-wide event, with approximately 130 communities
participating. Almost $43,000 was raised, and much appreciation goes out to the various
churches, students, volunteers, and walkers for a job well done.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Waverley-Fall River-Beaver Bank.
TUTTLE, ADA: UMPIRING CERT. - CONGRATS.

MR. BILL HORNE: Mr. Speaker, I rise today to congratulate Windsor Junction’s
Ada Tuttle, who became the LWF baseball league’s first female umpire at 11 years old.
Now 14, with two years’ experience and lessons learned, she is aiming for her Level Il
umpiring certificate, which will enable her to officiate all association games, from rookie
up to under-18-years division ball.

Ada inspired her friend Kenzie to join and train as an umpire as well, and they were
the first-ever female duo to officiate a Baseball Nova Scotia game.

WomenActive Nova Scotia “advocates . . . and promotes meaningful active living
experiences and leadership opportunities to enrich the lives of all women and girls in Nova

Scotia.”

Congratulations to Ada on her well-deserved award, and thank you for being a
trendsetter.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cumberland North.
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BORAN, DAVID: N. N.S. HIGHLANDERS, JUNO BEACH: COMMEND

MS. ELIZABETH SMITH-MCCROSSIN: I"d like to recognize David Boran from
Springhill, Cumberland County. He is a military veteran and a former member of the North
Nova Scotia Highlanders.

He and some of his fellow Highlanders ae travelling to France to visit Juno Beach.
They will be visiting the graves at Bény-sur-Mer. They have researched and found that 157
Nova Scotia Highlanders are buried there. They are bringing 157 Nova Scotia flags to place
on their graves.

This is a beautiful and respectful thing that David and his fellow Highlanders are
doing to honour these Nova Scotia heroes.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Atlantic.
KHARA: COM. SERV. - THANKS

MR. BRENDAN MAGUIRE: Mr. Speaker, continuing on with the theme of
recognizing great people from our community, | would like to recognize the members of
the Ketch Harbour Area Residents Association, or KHARA for short. The executive is
made of co-chairs Pete Rose and John Himmelman, executive-at-large Catherine Bagnell
Styles, corporate secretary Alida Bundy, and treasurer Adrienne Bowers.

This executive and dozens of volunteers have made countless positive changes in
our community. They took over an old fire station and turned it into a vibrant community
centre, which is now the hub of the community. They also took over a federal wharf and
turned it into a summer social spot, including dory racing and ice cream socials. Between
all of this, they have organized movie nights for all the kids and parades for all.

Thank you to all the members and volunteers of KHARA for making our
community a better place.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Queens-Shelburne.
GALLANT, KERRY: VOLUNTEER OF THE YR. - CONGRATS.

MS. KIM MASLAND: Mr. Speaker, the region of Queens Municipality has chosen
to recognize Kerry Gallant of Liverpool as Volunteer of the Year. Kerry is a very active
volunteer who enjoys the outdoors and is committed to safety.

Kerry is a valued and well-respected member of the Queens County Ground Search

and Rescue organization and dedicates his boundless energy and enthusiasm to helping
others in their time of need. He is the main operator of the SMART Program and is an
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electronic search specialist with Project Life Saver. In addition, he works with youth as a
presenter for the Hug-a-Tree program.

These are just a few of Kerry’s volunteer activities. Kerry epitomizes all that is
great about community volunteers, and we congratulate him on this well-deserved honour.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth North.
DEANA LLOY, DESIGNER: DARTMOUTH TARTAN - RECOGNIZE

MS. SUSAN LEBLANC: Mr. Speaker, on this National Tartan Day, | rise in
recognition of the Dartmouth tartan. Unveiled on Canada Day last year, the Dartmouth
tartan bears four distinct colours. Each colour represents a piece of Dartmouth’s history
and culture.

Yellow represents the three rowing clubs of Lake Banook, where fond memories
are held of people filling the banks and the hill and taking in Natal Day festivities. It also
represents a bright future for future generations.

Red represents the clay of the Shubenacadie Canal and the three main lakes into
which it feeds; blue represents the harbour, which separates Dartmouth and Halifax; and
grey represents the tragedy of the Halifax Explosion and the lives lost and those left
homeless on that grey day.

Dartmouth has its very own tartan thanks to the skill and efforts of tartan designer
Deana Lloy of Red Label Kilts, based in Sydney. Lloy, who grew up in Dartmouth, came
to the conclusion that Dartmouth needed its own tartan after viewing old photos of former
Mayor Gloria McCluskey waving a Dartmouth flag during a Natal Day parade.

| ask the members of this House to join me in recognition of the Dartmouth tartan
and its historical and cultural significance to Dartmouth.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Hammonds Plains-Lucasville.

LOVELACE, CALLUM:
DELEGATE, NTL. CHILDREN’S SUMMIT: CONGRATS.

MR. BEN JESSOME: | would like to recognize Callum Lovelace of Hammonds
Plains. Callum is a 14-year-old student attending Kings-Edgehill School who was chosen
as a delegate at the National Children’s Summit last November.

Youth from across Canada gathered in Ottawa to help with Canada’s first
Children’s Charter. The draft for Canada’s Children’s Charter that came out of Ottawa was
the work of forty culturally diverse kids from across the country and follows months of
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regional and national discussions. Some aspects of the draft include children’s right to
health care and support for many areas that fall under health; they would like to see an end
to discrimination and exclusion, and to bullying, violence, and abuse; and they are looking
for a stable and sustainable future.

Callum said that issues like cyberbullying, racial discrimination, and mental health
were items he was glad to see on the agenda. He enjoyed being part of this initiative and
hopes to be part of the final draft. | would add, Mr. Speaker, that he was also a strong
volunteer on my campaign.

| ask members of the House to join me in congratulating Callum for his part in
drafting Canada’s Children’s Charter.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou East.
MACDONALD, WINNIE: NTL. DAY OF KINDNESS - THANKS

MR. TIM HOUSTON: Mr. Speaker, Winnie MacDonald was just one of many
Kinettes celebrating the National Day of KINdness on February 24" by performing good
deeds in the community - everything from paying parking at the hospital and making
deliveries to the ICU to delivering pizza to Tierman House and passing out Hershey’s
kisses, even collecting donations for the food bank. The message to the public was simple:
Kindness, pass it on.

Last year, 162 clubs participated and urged others to pass on their good deeds. In
2020, Kin Canada will celebrate their 100" Anniversary of helping their community and
spreading good cheer.

Winnie, I want to pass along my thanks and congratulations for being “Kin of
kindness” and wish you continued success moving forward.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Chester-St. Margaret’s.
TARTAN DAY: SCOTTISH CONTRIB. TO N.S. - HONOUR

MR. HUGH MACKAY: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recognize and celebrate Tartan
Day, a celebration of the promotion of Scottish heritage held annually across Canada on
the 6 of April.

Canadians are encouraged to wear tartan on this in commemoration of the
contributions of the Scots and their descendants to the fabric of our society. It is well known
by many in this House that the Scots invented just about everything.
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April 6™ was selected as the anniversary date on which the Declaration of the
Arbroath was signed in 1320. This declaration was to confirm Scotland’s status as an
independent sovereign nation rather a land controlled by the arrogant English.

Many members of this House are proud sons and daughters of Scotland, as
evidenced by the grand amount of tartan | am pleased to see here today - and the member
for Pictou West, the member for Timberlea-Prospect, and myself, also share a strong
Scottish heritage tradition, as we are all players of the great Highland bagpipes, which are
generally regarded as the finest instrument on the face of the earth.

Mr. Speaker, on this day of celebration, | encourage all members of the House and
all sons and daughters of Nova Scotia, regardless of their ethnic or national heritage, to join
us in this House in honouring Tartan Day and the contributions of the Scots to the
development of Nova Scotia. (Standing Ovation)

MR. SPEAKER: I’ll be sure to direct all international correspondence that comes
into the House to your constituency office.

The honourable member for Cumberland North.

LEICESTER VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPT.:
GOOD FRIDAY BRUNCH - THANKS

MS. ELIZABETH SMITH-MCCROSSIN: Today, | would like to recognize Chief
Clayton Brooks and the Leicester VVolunteer Fire Department.

Each year they host a brunch on Good Friday to help raise funds for their
department. Together, the team served over 600 people. Proceeds of this event help keep
the fire department running so they can help the community when needed. This shows how
much dedication goes into their service and that they are indeed important citizens.

I would like to thank the Leicester VVolunteer Fire Department for their services and
commitment to the community.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Needham.
COM. MEETING: JUSTICE ISSUES - ACTION

MS. LISA ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, | had the opportunity yesterday to be with
constituents in Halifax Needham when the NDP federal Leader, Jagmeet Singh, visited the
Halifax North Memorial Library, and also spoke to media about several justice issues that
affect people of colour differently, including mandatory minimum sentences and the
practices of carding and street checks.
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| had the opportunity to hear a community member tell her story, how she moved
out of that neighborhood when police started stopping her 13-year-old son. Mr. Speaker, it
is time to listen and to believe African Nova Scotians, and other racialized citizens of this
province, to believe them and to act.

[9:30 a.m.]
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Lunenburg.
BURG CLASSIC CHARITY HOCKEY: 6" ANNIV. - RECOGNIZE

MS. SUZANNE LOHNES-CROFT: Mr. Speaker, it is an amazing accomplishment
when members of the community lend their time and resources, and bond together to raise
money for a great cause.

I’d like to recognize the organizers and volunteers of the Annual BURG Classic
Charity Hockey Tournament in Lunenburg: Lisa Brown-Tanner, Jayme Niford, Kristi
Strowbridge, Dennis Chapman, and Jason Conrad.

This year was the sixth year of its operation, growing to 18 teams from four in its
initial year. The weekend-long tournament was accompanied by a silent auction and a sold-
out dance. This year, the BURG Classic event raised $30,000, a new record high for the
event and all proceeds raised will go to help local recipients in need.

Mr. Speaker, | would ask that you and all members of this House of Assembly
please join me in recognizing the organizers and volunteers of the BURG Classic Charity
Hockey Tournament, and wish them continued success in the years to come.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cole Harbour-Eastern Passage.

MS. BARBARA ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, | beg leave to make an introduction.

MR. SPEAKER: Permission granted.

MS. ADAMS: I"d like to draw everyone’s attention to the west gallery, and I’ll ask
them to stand. My constituency assistant, Lisa Rochon, who makes me look good every
day, is here, as well as a volunteer in our office, Tabitha Cadieux, who, within two days,

Lisa was saying was doing as good a job as she was.

So, I would like to have the House give them a round of applause and thank them
for coming. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cole Harbour-Eastern Passage.
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PARSONS, REHTAEH: DEATH OF - TRIBUTE

MS. BARBARA ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, today I rise to acknowledge that tomorrow
will be the 5" anniversary of the death of Rehtaeh Parsons. As all members of this
Legislature know, Rehtaeh Parsons was born on December 9, 1995, and 17 years later, on
April 4, 2013, Rehtaeh, a former Cole Harbour High School student, attempted suicide by
hanging at her home in Dartmouth, Nova Scotia.

She fell into a coma, leaving the heartbreaking decision to turn off life support to
her family. Rehtaeh’s life support machine was turned off on April 7, 2013. As we also
know, her death was attributed to the online distribution of photos of an alleged gang rape
that occurred 17 months prior to her suicide, in November 2011.

On a Facebook page set up in tribute to her daughter, Parsons’ family held the four
boys who allegedly raped her and released images of her, as a consequence to the bullying
and messaging, her death, and a failure of the Canadian justice system for her daughter’s
decision to commit suicide.

| ask all members of the House to take time to ask themselves, how far have we
come since that time to work towards reducing the onslaught of cyberbullying in our
society?

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Lunenburg West.
ARMITAGE, STEVE: CONTRIB. TO CDN. SPORT - RECOGNIZE

HON. MARK FUREY: Mr. Speaker, his name and voice are synonymous to sport.
Steve Armitage, a Lunenburg County resident, has been a well-known sports commentator
for the past 50 years - 16 Olympics, multiple Commonwealth Games, Canada Games, CFL
football, international swimming competitions, and the list goes on.

Steve has been recognized with three Gemini Awards, the Foster Hewitt Award,
and received the Sports Media Career Achievement Award in 2017. As a resident of
Lunenburg County and member of the Lunenburg County YMCA, Steve has given of his
time and lent his voice to numerous local events and functions. During the 2018
PyeongChang Winter Olympics, Steve was his usual energetic self as he covered the speed-
skating event.

Mr. Speaker, I’d like to take this opportunity to recognize and acknowledge Steve
Armitage for his contribution to Canadian sport, and thank him for his many years of
bringing sport to Canadian living rooms.

Mr. Speaker, we are as proud of Steve Armitage for his Olympic performance as
we are any one of our Olympic athletes.
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MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sackville-Beaver Bank.
SARCOIDOSIS AWARENESS MO. - PUBLIC EDUC.

MR. BRAD JOHNS: Since April is actually Sarcoidosis Awareness Month, |
wanted to raise a topic and draw attention to enhance awareness of this rare disease that
affects many Nova Scotians.

Members of the Legislature may wonder what sarcoidosis is. Sarcoidosis is a rare
autoimmune disease that is characterized by the formation of tiny lumps and inflammation
on organ tissues that result in permanent scarring and thickening of the organ. This can
occur in any organ in the body. It means lungs, heart, and even the brain can be affected.
In addition to hardening of the body organs, patients have a compromised immune system.
Those with sarcoidosis often suffer fatigue and are susceptible to other illnesses.

Currently, there is no cure for this chronic condition, which is rarely fatal. However,
corticosteroids are often used as the main treatment. The causes of sarcoidosis, whether
environmental, viral, bacterial, or fungal, is still unknown. However, it is not contagious.

Although studies indicate that women and those with African heritage have a higher
occurrence rate, anyone, young or old, regardless of race, can find themselves facing this
disease with no warning.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth North.
FOXE, CARLA: LUNCHTIME PROG. - THANKS

MS. SUSAN LEBLANC: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay tribute to an important
member of the Dartmouth North community. Carla Foxe is a community librarian at the
Dartmouth North Public Library, and her work there goes way beyond books.

Carla identified the need for food security for the kids coming to the library and has
developed a very successful program at lunchtime and after school where the local
schoolchildren can get something to eat. As part of this, Carla has also tracked with the
local schools the changes in the lives of these students since they have been eating at the
library. Learning outcomes have improved hugely and visits to the office for discipline
problems have dropped. All of this has taken a lot of hard work and dedication, and Carla
does this work quietly and kindly.

She works very hard for the people of Dartmouth North, and her dedication to the
children and young adults who frequent our library is very impressive. Carla is also
involved in many other projects for the people of Dartmouth North.
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On behalf of our community, I would like to thank her for her work and
commitment to our community.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Clayton Park West.
BELL, ERIN: INTL. COM. SERV. - COMMEND

MS. RAFAH DICOSTANZO: Mr. Speaker, on International Students Day, | want
to recognize an accomplished young woman from Clayton Park West who has made a
lasting impact internationally. After graduating from the University of Calgary, Erin Bell
worked for Musana International, a women’s empowerment social enterprise in Uganda.

While living in a rural community in East Africa, she noticed the lack of community
space. Through fundraising and partnership, Erin was able to open the first library in the
community of Lugazi, stocked with culturally-relevant books.

Erin went on to work for a U.S.-based holistic community development NGO and
she is now back home working for Nova Scotia ACORN. | ask that the members of this
House of Assembly join me in commending Erin for her work in Africa. We are so pleased
to have her home.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Bedford.
ROUGHNEEN, MICHAEL: COM. SERV. - THANKS

HON. KELLY REGAN: Mr. Speaker, I’d like to tell this House a bit about a notable
Bedford volunteer. Michael Roughneen was honoured by the Society of Saint Vincent de
Paul - St. Ignatius Conference last year for his volunteer service. He’s been with this
organization for more than eight years, serving as president and vice-president. He’s also
been a Sunday School teacher at Saint Ignatius Church, as well as a member and chair of
parish council.

Mike has demonstrated his deep commitment to Bedford, where he has lived for
more than 35 years. He was involved in the Old Central Bedford Homeowners Association
and the Bedford Shaman Wilderness Initiative. In the 1990s, he was a board member and
chair of Metro United Way, which honoured him for his work.

Mike sees the good in all people and believes that we are here to help those less
fortunate than ourselves. I’d like to thank him for his volunteer efforts.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Antigonish.
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ROBERTSON, WARREN: TRUE PATRIOT LOVE - CONGRATS.

HON. RANDY DELOREY: Mr. Speaker, today | would like to offer my
congratulations to a resident of Antigonish who has been given the chance of a lifetime.
Warren Robertson is the owner of Scope Digital Media and has been hired as the Himalayas
expedition photographer for True Patriot Love.

True Patriot Love is a national charity raising money to support military families
and community-based programs that assist our military members and their families in a
variety of areas, including mental health, physical rehabilitation, and transitioning to
civilian life.

The expedition team is made up of ill and injured Canadian soldiers and veterans,
as well as business and community leaders and Peter Hillary, a two-time Everest conqueror.
From April 13 to April 18™, the team will make their way to Everest Base Camp and then
ascend the 20,000-foot peak Lobuche East, which sits next to Mount Everest in Nepal. The
goal is to raise $1 million.

| ask my colleagues in the House of Assembly to join me in congratulating Mr.
Robertson on this unique and incredible opportunity and wish him and the team the best of
luck on this adventure.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Colchester North.
WAR AMPS: 100t ANNIV. - RECOGNIZE

HON. KAREN CASEY: The War Amps is celebrating its 100" Anniversary. This
program has grown from assisting only traditional war amputees to all amputees, including
modern-day veterans and children.

The War Amps key tag service has returned 1.5 million sets of lost keys to their
owners. Each key tag has a coded number, and the War Amps use that number to determine
the owner and return the keys free of charge.

This service operates on donations from the public and supports many programs,
but it is especially known for the child amputee program called CHAMP. Through
CHAMP, child amputees receive the special recreational limbs and devices that they need
to lead a full childhood and achieve future independence.

The key tag service employs amputees and people with disabilities. With continued
support from the public, the War Amps will continue to help children and all amputees
long into the future.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Hants East.
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BURKE, SUSAN: ONLINE BUS. DIRECTORY - RECOGNIZE

HON. MARGARET MILLER: I think we’ve all fallen down that rabbit hole of a
Google search, Mr. Speaker. Googling has become the way we search for events, news,
entertainment, and business services, making it difficult for a small business to remain in
the forefront of Google in order to be noticed.

Today | want to recognize Susan Burke, a woman in East Hants, who came up with
a solution to that problem locally and created an Online Business Directory for businesses
in East Hants.

Instead of potential clients getting lost in that Google vortex, they can now easily,
simply, and from any device find an orderly and categorically organized, distraction-free
list of local services and businesses.

The benefit is two-fold, Mr. Speaker. The Community Online Business Directory
serves not just the consumer in their search, but also the business owner who can rest
assured knowing that their media sources and contact information is front and centre of
potential clients with just one search.

Mr. Speaker, I invite all members of this House to thank Ms. Burke in serving her
community with this valuable endeavour.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Needham on an introduction.

MS. LISA ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, I’d like to draw the attention of the House to
the west gallery where we’re joined today by Kendall Worth, and please give him the warm
welcome of the House. Kendall is a wonderful writer who chronicles his experience living
as someone who is a client of income assistance, and also chronicles the stories of other
people who are dependent on income assistance. He publishes those through the Nova
Scotia Advocate, and also circulates them to the Community Services Committee, doing us
all a great service. Thank you very much. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Hants West.

SMITH, BONNIE/BOYD, ROSEANNA:
VOLUNTEER AWARDS - CONGRATS.

MR. CHUCK PORTER: Mr. Speaker, I rise today to congratulate two outstanding
volunteers in my community. Roseanna Boyd, will receive, on Monday, the nomination
for Provincial VVolunteer for the Municipality of West Hants, who has nominated her. She
is an outstanding volunteer, like all our volunteers. On Monday also, the Town of
Windsor’s nominee will be Bonnie Smith, who is, in fact, my CA, heavily involved in our
community in many volunteer efforts.
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| want to congratulate both of those ladies and thank them and thank all volunteers,
Mr. Speaker, who will be recognized not only on Monday, but in the coming weeks in our
respective communities, and thank them for all the great work they continue to do and have
done over the many years of their lives of volunteering.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Clare-Digby.
DIGBY NECK CONSOLIDATED: TIDEVIEW CAROLLING - THANKS

MR. GORDON WILSON: Carolling during the holidays is one of those traditions
that many of us remember fondly from our youth. Unfortunately, the tradition seems to be
fading, except this last Christmas, for the students of Digby Neck Consolidated Elementary
School. The children decided to go to Tideview Terrace, first to sing songs and carols and
then to visit with the residents. It was a great start to the holiday season for the residents,
who are always delighted to meet young people and hear them sing. This is especially for
those residents who at this time in their lives no longer have many family nearby. For the
children, it is important that they understand the importance of doing for others, including
getting together and singing Christmas carols at a place like Tideview.

For sharing their carols with the residents of Tideview, | would like to thank the
children of Digby Neck Consolidated Elementary School, and hope they make it an annual
tradition.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Guysborough-Eastern Shore-
Tracadie.

JORDAN, DEBBIE: COM. CHRISTMAS DINNER - SELF-GIVING

HON. LLOYD HINES: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to share a story of true selflessness
and a benevolent act of human fellowship. This past Christmas, restaurant owner Debbie
Jordan of Indian Harbour Lake opened her establishment for a complimentary community
Christmas dinner. She invited all who were alone for the season, whether widowed or
empty nesters, and 28 people took her up on her kind offer. She then proceeded to prepare
a full holiday meal complete with her apple-sage gravy and homemade relish to be served
to her very spirited and grateful guests.

Mr. Speaker, Debbie worked hard to follow through on the simple thought that it’s
better to have everyone gathered for a warm meal than to be lonely on Christmas Day, and
because of her efforts, she became a living example of compassion and goodwill and a
great example for all of us to emulate all year through. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Armdale.
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[9:45 p.m]
CHEBUCTO PEEWEE AAA: INTL. SEMI-FINALISTS - CONGRATS.

HON. LENA DIAB: Mr. Speaker, following on yesterday’s great announcement
that Halifax is hosting the 2019 Memorial Cup, I’d like to congratulate the Chebucto
Peewee AAA Boys Hockey Team.

The team was selected to represent Nova Scotia at the 59" Annual Quebec
International Peewee Hockey Tournament held last month. It’s a first in the team’s history.

With 120 teams from 17 countries competing, our boys defeated teams from
Austria, France, Atlanta, Alaska, Arizona, and Quebec, and made it all the way to the
semifinals.

I want to acknowledge Halifax Armdale’s own A.J. Metlej, the team’s strong and
supportive captain, and congratulate Tyler Lirette on finishing second overall with eight
points and who, in his own words, doesn’t let his type 1 diabetes hold him back on the ice
or anywhere else.

| ask all members to join me in wishing the Chebucto Peewee AAA boys the best
of luck.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Timberlea-Prospect.
THOMPSON, KENYA: EMERGING LEADER AWARD - CONGRATS.

HON. IAIN RANKIN: Mr. Speaker, | would like to recognize Kenya Thompson, a
student at Mount Saint Vincent University and also the Elections Coordinator for Mount
Saint Vincent University’s Student Union. Kenya is passionate about engaging youth in
the political system.

| came to know Kenya when she asked to volunteer in my constituency office. From
that first meeting, she eagerly accepted the role of mentor to the newly-formed Timberlea-
Prospect Youth Council, freely sharing her skills and talents to help the group organize.

On March 23", Kenya was awarded the Emerging Leader Award at the A. Garnet
Brown Student Awards Night Gala.

Kenya recently accepted a position as administrative assistant to MP Geoff Regan.
I would like the members in the Nova Scotia House of Assembly to join me in

congratulating Kenya on getting the Emerging Leader Award, and thank her for inspiring
other young people to become politically active. Thank you.
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MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Fairview-Clayton Park.
FAIRVIEW JH: THERAPY DOG INITIATIVE - RECOGNIZE

HON. PATRICIA ARAB: Mr. Speaker, today, | recognize Fairview Junior High
School for allowing puppy Stanley Paul Chisholm to be trained as an official therapy dog.

The students at Fairview Junior High School were thrilled to allow Stanley to be
trained in their school over the past few months, and are even more excited to announce
that he has passed his test to become a therapy dog for the Therapeutic Paws of Canada.

Stanley will provide supports to both students and staff at the junior high as well as
making weekly visits to local seniors’ homes.

| ask the members of this House to join me in congratulating Fairview Junior High
School for initiating this program, and Stanley for passing his test to become a therapy dog.
Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Truro-Bible Hill-Millbrook-Salmon
River.

COOK FAM.: LAND DONATION, NAT. CONSERV. CAN. - COMMEND

MS. LENORE ZANN: Mr. Speaker, three brothers from Truro are donating 904
acres of mature hardwood forest in Colchester County to the Nature Conservancy of
Canada for long-term conservation.

Dr. Steven Cook of Truro, along with two of his brothers, Dr. Laurie Cook and Dr.
David Cook, have agreed to donate the property which is currently raising funds to cover
costs associated with conserving the large property.

The Nature Conservancy of Canada is thanking the Cook family for this incredibly
generous gift. They say, “It’s not only a rare example of mature and intact hardwood forest,
it’s an outstanding wildlife habitat in a region with very few protected areas.”

Located in the Cobequid Hills, about halfway between Truro and Tatamagouche,
the brothers acquired the property from their father, the late Dr. George Cook. They said
they decided to donate the land to the NCC in honour of their father, who put many years
and a lot of care into the land, and would want to see it always remain in this natural state.
| want to thank the Cook brothers for this generous donation. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Waverley-Fall River-Beaver Bank.
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BEAVER BANK KINSAC CTR.: COM. HUB

MR. BILL HORNE: Mr. Speaker, the heart of Beaver Bank community is the
Beaver Bank Kinsac Community Centre. Built in 2004, it was destroyed in a 2009 fire. The
rebuilt community centre hosts private individuals, non-profit community groups, and
businesses.

From the very young children who attend the daycare, to the university students
who work at the summer camps, and to the seniors’ groups that meet there regularly, there
is something for all residents.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to recognize Jessica Davison, who is in her 10" year as
facility coordinator. Jessica points to the volunteers for the success of the centre, as it would
not function without them.

Please join me in congratulating the Beaver Bank Kinsac Community Centre.
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Atlantic.
SACA: COM. SERV. - RECOGNIZE

MR. BRENDAN MAGUIRE: Mr. Speaker, | would like to take a moment to
recognize another fantastic community organization, the Sambro & Area Community
Association. The association, or SACA for short, is made up of Kimberly MacKay, Patricia
Thomas, Skip Horton, Tabatha Zinc, Maurice Horton, Leslie Harness, Lori Boylan, and
Natasha Roscoe, along with countless other volunteers.

SACA has organized baseball tournaments, movie nights, and of course,
Sou’Wester Days. Mr. Speaker, our community is a better place because of the hard work

and all the love that members and volunteers of SACA show us.

| ask that everyone recognize the members of SACA and wish them many more
successful years.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Chester-St. Margaret’s.
MOTHERS’ UNION: SILENT WITNESS VIGIL - COMMEND
MR. HUGH MACKAY: I want to recognize the Mothers’ Union of the Anglican
Parish of French Village, for organizing the 2" Annual Silent Witness Vigil as part of the

national 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-based Violence.

The Mothers’ Union held this event last November 24" to raise awareness among
the public about the 54 women who, since 1990, have been killed by their spouse or partner
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in Nova Scotia as well as all women killed in Canada in a domestic violence situation. Men
and women walked quietly, many carrying placards, along the side of busy St. Margarets
Bay Road, or stood silently in the company of two cut-out silhouettes representing Nova
Scotians Paula Gallant and Linda Paulene Boudreau. The attendance for the 2" Annual
Silent Witness Vigil doubled from the previous year, which shows a growing awareness,
and hopefully sustained awareness, of this serious social problem.

| ask the members of the House of Assembly to join me in commending the
members of the Mothers’ Union of the Anglican Parish of French Village for organizing
this event.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Hammonds Plains-Lucasville.
SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD HS: FREE TO GIVE - CONGRATS.

MR. BEN JESSOME: Today | would like to recognize the volunteer group at Sir.
John A. Macdonald High School called Free to Give.

In December, this group of volunteers made up of students and staff hosted a
community holiday movie night. The movie shown was, go figure, Home Alone, a great
movie for the holidays | would agree, and included snacks and refreshments.

The movie was in support of the Shoebox Project, which provides comfort and food
items to women and children in shelters during this holiday season. Admission to the movie
was either an item or items for the Shoeboxes, or a monetary donation. Movie night was a
great success with the support of community and commitment of volunteers.

I would ask all members of the House of Assembly to join me in congratulating and
thanking the Free to Give volunteer group from Sir John A. Macdonald High School.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Truro-Bible Hill-Millbrook-Salmon
River.

PROPOSED QUARRY EXPANSION - EFFECT ON TOURISM

MS. LENORE ZANN: Mr. Speaker, some northern Cape Breton residents are
concerned about a proposed quarry expansion, that it could hurt tourism in the area. There
is a construction company that wants to increase production at a gravel quarry it currently
operates on top of Money Point Mountain, near Bay St. Lawrence, up to 50,000 tons per
year actually until 2058.

However, Glenn Kosick, a Glace Bay native who has a summer home in St.
Lawrence, says that the increased traffic on the road could deter tourists and upset the
tranquility of the area. A Sydney native, Andrew Stevenson, also recently sold his financial
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planning companies so he can develop a long-term strategy to make the northeastern tip of
the island an adventure tourism mecca, complete with hiking and mountain biking trails,
year-round huts, and even a nano brewery.

These gentlemen are very concerned that this offer to make this a larger quarry will
actually hurt their tourism in the area. While they said they understand the need to maintain
roads, they think that the current volume is enough.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Lunenburg.
HEALTH SERV. FDN.: CURL FOR A CAUSE - CONGRATS.

MS. SUZANNE LOHNES-CROFT: Over the weekend of March 2" to March 4™,
24 teams of curlers gathered at the Lunenburg Curling Club to partake in the 18" Annual
Curl for a Cause event.

Curl for a Cause raises funds for the Fishermen’s Memorial Hospital in Lunenburg.
This year, the event surpassed its goal and raised a total of $44,000. These funds will be
used to purchase all new equipment for the Alternate Care unit at the hospital, including
two beds, two ceiling lifts, and over-the-bed tables. The silent auction, which included gift
cards and items donated by community members, contributed to the success of this event.
This year’s Curl for a Cause also included a live auction for tickets to a Toronto Maple
Leafs home game.

Mr. Speaker, | would ask that you and the members of this House of Assembly
please join me in congratulating all of the hard-working volunteers and the Health Services
Foundation on the success of the 18" Annual Curl for a Cause event.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Clayton Park West.
AL-OTUMI, AKRAM: SPRITELY, NEWCOMER WEBSITE - CONGRATS.

MS. RAFAH DICOSTANZO: Mr. Speaker, | want to recognize an entrepreneur in
my riding who recently launched an innovative application for newcomers.

Akram Al-otumi is the founder and CEO of Spritely, a new website that aims to
show newcomers around their new site. Spritely has a network of local experts who can be
hired to show newcomers the best retail outlets, entertainment sites, health facilities, and
more. Users specify their needs, and Spritely’s city experts take them on a tour.

Akram was inspired by his own experience as a newcomer to Halifax, from Yemen.
He knows how it feels to arrive in a new place with no connections. He hopes that this new
platform will make it easier for newcomers to find their way around their new home.
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Mr. Speaker, | ask that the members of this House join me in congratulating Akram
on the successful launch of Spritely and for his leadership in helping newcomers feel more
at home.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings South.
THE REAL SCOOP: NEW ENTERPRISE - BEST WISHES

MR. KEITH IRVING: Mr. Speaker, I rise today to bring your attention to a fantastic
new business in Wolfville, The Real Scoop Ice Cream and Espresso Shop.

Owner and entrepreneur Tammy Skater moved to Wolfville from Ontario in 2017
and soon after started to focus on her dream of opening her own business. She wanted a
business that would bring joy to both herself and her customers, and felt that an ice cream
shop would be the perfect fit.

The Real Scoop offers customers the opportunity to enjoy made-on-site premium
ice cream, unique toppings, fresh Belgium Liege waffles, and exceptional espresso. They
are strongly committed to using real, high-quality, and local ingredients.

It’s terrific to see entrepreneurs like Tammy moving to Nova Scotia to start
businesses and contribute to the vitality of our communities. | invite all members of the
Nova Scotia House of Assembly to join me in wishing Tammy and The Real Scoop team
the very best with this exciting new venture.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Yarmouth.
JOHNSON, BRUCE: COM. LEADERSHIP - THANKS

HON. ZACH CHURCHILL: Bruce Johnson is a pharmacist and partner at
PharmaChoice City Drug in Yarmouth. He made history over 40 years ago as the first Nova
Scotian of African descent to graduate from pharmacy school in the province, paving the
way for others to follow in his footsteps.

Bruce is an active member of our community who helped establish the Black
Employment Resource Centre in Yarmouth 20 years ago. He is also very active with the
Black Business Initiative, serving on its youth board and establishing Business is Jammin’,
which promotes entrepreneurship and encourages youth to cultivate the skills and
confidence to discover their inner entrepreneur.

Bruce visits with youth in our local schools to encourage and remind them to reach
their fullest potential. He is a basketball coach and active volunteer and fundraiser for the
Yarmouth Boys and Girls Club.
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I would like to ask this House to join me in recognizing Yarmouth’s Bruce Johnson
for being a true leader in his profession, and in thanking him for sharing the priceless gift
of both his wisdom and time with our community.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Bedford.
ULCH, CAROLYN: COM. SERV. - THANKS

HON. KELLY REGAN: Mr. Speaker, | would like to tell you a bit about a woman
who is heavily involved in our community.

Carolyn Ulch has been a member of, and volunteer with, the Bedford Lawn Bowls
for 13 years. She stepped up to be the club’s director, vice-president, president, past-
president, and treasurer. She served as an umpire at the national championships in 2016,
and she coordinates and trains coaches for Lawn Bowls Nova Scotia.

Carolyn is enthusiastic, knowledgeable, and well-organized. She sets high
standards for herself and you can always depend on her. In her spare time, Carolyn also
volunteers as a math tutor.

It’s no surprise that Carolyn was honoured with an HRM Volunteer Award in 2008.
In 2016, she was named the Bedford Lawn Bowls Volunteer of the Year and Lawn Bowls
Nova Scotia VVolunteer of the Year. In 2017, she was honoured at the Bedford Volunteer
Awards, and she has recently been honoured by the Sackville Seniors Council, and
Recreation Nova Scotia.

I would like to thank Carolyn Ulch for her many years of volunteering. Mr. Speaker,
all of us are grateful for her service.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you very much for those Statements by Members.
We’ll now move to Oral Questions Put by Members to Ministers.

[10:00 a.m.]

ORDERS OF THE DAY
ORAL QUESTIONS PUT BY MEMBERS TO MINISTERS

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Leader of the Official Opposition.
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PREM. - DOCTOR SHORTAGE: COMMITMENT - ACTION

MS. KARLA MACFARLANE: In January 2015, the Amherst News ran the
following headline: “Three new family doctors have joined the medical staff at the All
Saints Collaborative Emergency Centre in Springhill.” Sadly, this week residents learned
that Doctor Zaremba will be leaving her Springhill practice in June.

Dr. Zaremba completed her residency at Dalhousie University and is a graduate of
Queen Elizabeth High School in Halifax. She received a Bachelor of Science,
neuroscience, actually, at Dalhousie University prior to her decision to enter the field of
medicine.

Will the Premier explain to the residents of Springhill, who need a family doctor
now, what to expect now that Dr. Zaremba is leaving?

THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, | want to thank the honourable member for the
question. As I've said to the honourable member many times, we’re moving to
collaborative care practices across the province. Our health care teams are telling us it is
what they want to be able to practise in. We’ve been able to attract 100 new physicians
who are in communities across the province.

We know there’s more work to do. It’s why we continue to work with Doctors Nova
Scotia and our health care teams to ensure that we provide a myriad of options for all of
those health care practitioners who wan