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House of Assembly
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HALIFAX, THURSDAY, APRIL 5, 2018
Sixty-third General Assembly
First Session
1:00 P.M.

SPEAKER
Hon. Kevin Murphy

DEPUTY SPEAKERS
Mr. Chuck Porter, Ms. Suzanne Lohnes-Croft

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. We’ll begin the daily routine.
PRESENTING AND READING PETITIONS
PRESENTING REPORTS OF COMMITTEES
TABLING REPORTS, REGULATIONS AND OTHER PAPERS
STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS
GOVERNMENT NOTICES OF MOTION
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Community Services.

RESOLUTION NO. 1136

HON. KELLY REGAN: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

3609
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Whereas April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month, a time for Nova Scotians to
educate about, and raise awareness of, sexual violence and to work together to prevent it;
and

Whereas it takes courage to start conversations about rape culture, misogyny,
missing and murdered Indigenous women, and the many issues related to sexual violence
that need to be dealt with in our society; and

Whereas a committee of dedicated and passionate community members developed
a free online training course to help people learn more about sexual violence and how to
support someone who has survived it;

Therefore be it resolved that the members of this House of Assembly join me in
encouraging Nova Scotians to take the free online training, Supporting Survivors of Sexual
Violence: A Nova Scotia Resource, which can be found at breakthesilencens.ca.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Health and Wellness.

RESOLUTION NO. 1137

HON. RANDY DELOREY: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day
I shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas good oral health, including regular dental checks, mouth cleaning, and
eating a well-balanced diet is an important piece of our overall health; and

Whereas healthy eating practices and good dental habits at all ages can improve
both health and quality of life; and

Whereas April is National Oral Health Month, a time to increase awareness about
the link between oral health and overall health;
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Therefore be it resolved that all members of this Legislature support oral health
initiatives aimed at improving oral health literacy and better health outcomes.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.
MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.
Is it agreed?
It is agreed.
Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.
The honourable Minister of Agriculture.
RESOLUTION NO. 1138

HON. KEITH COLWELL: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day
I shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas after four children died in a tragic house fire in Pubnico in January, Todd
Newell, a fish harvester from Cape Sable Island, decided to raise funds to support the
surviving family members of the victims with the Live Well Challenge; and

Whereas Mr. Newell created a fundraising challenge that encouraged fishing
captains to raise funds in exchange for an agreement to jump into the live wells of their
boats, a hold below deck used to store live fish that is filled with ice-cold water at this time
of year; and

Whereas since issuing the Live Well Challenge, the fishing community has come
together and been plunging into frigid waters, not only live wells but off their boats and
moors in the harbour and at lobster houses, raising nearly $1 million for benefits of the
victims of the fire and more than 100 other charities;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House join me in thanking Todd
Newell for his thoughtful, community-minded actions in creating a Live Well Challenge

and all those Nova Scotians who have taken up the challenge and raised funds for this
worthy cause.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.
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Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Justice.

HON. MARK FUREY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | request permission to make an
introduction.

MR. SPEAKER: Permission granted.

MR. FUREY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Joining us in the gallery today - and I'm
taking my chances because | know she may be upset with me - but I’d like to introduce
Aleta Cromwell, Q.C. Aleta is a lawyer within the Department of Justice and a team lead
in the area of child protection in our Truro office. | ask you to bring warm greetings to
Aleta. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Justice.
RESOLUTION NO. 1139

HON. MARK FUREY: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Nova Scotia is home to many dedicated and talented lawyers who work
tirelessly to improve public policy and justice, who take the time to lead the next generation
of lawyers and ensure they have the skills and knowledge needed, and who give selflessly
of themselves to supporting community and volunteer organizations across the province;
and

Whereas the Queen’s Counsel designation is awarded annually to members of the
legal profession who have demonstrated exceptional merit and outstanding contributions
to the legal community and whose candidacy has been recommended by an independent
advisory committee chaired by a Justice of the Court of Appeal; and

Whereas this year, 14 of the province’s most esteemed lawyers are being awarded
the prestigious Q.C. designation, including Aleta Cromwell from the Department of
Justice, and the MLA for Halifax Armdale, our colleague here in the House, the
Honourable Lena Metlege Diab;
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Therefore be it resolved that all members of this Legislature recognize these 14
individuals for their outstanding contributions and applaud them on their appointment.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried. (Applause)

The honourable Minister of Labour and Advanced Education.

HON. LABI KOUSOULLIS: Mr. Speaker, today | have the pleasure of telling you
about Adult Learners’ Week, which celebrates adult learners across the province and the
importance of literacy and learning throughout life. Adults who return to learning . . .

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please.

| think you have a member’s statement.

MR. KOUSOULIS: I do. I'm just doing the preamble before I introduce some
members in the gallery.

MR. SPEAKER: Okay. Do you have a Government Notice of Motion?

MR. KOUSOULIS: Yes, | do.

MR. SPEAKER: Okay. Then, you want to do an introduction.

MR. KOUSQULIS: This is part of my introduction, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Okay. Permission granted.

MR. KOUSOULIS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Adults who return to learning and
improve their literacy and essential skills change their lives and the lives of those around
them. Literacy Nova Scotia is a provincial, non-profit organization that has been supporting
the literacy community since 1992. Literacy Nova Scotia works to ensure that all Nova

Scotians have equal access to quality literacy, essential skills, and lifelong learning
opportunities.
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Mr. Speaker, | would like permission to introduce some special guests in the House
in the east gallery. Today, we have staff and board representatives from Literacy Nova
Scotia along with adult learners whose decision to attend adult learning opportunities has
changed their lives.

If you look at the east gallery, I would like to introduce Literacy Nova Scotia board
chair Danny Cavanagh - please stand - Literacy Nova Scotia treasurer Darren Googoo;
Literacy Nova Scotia executive director Jayne Hunter; Literacy Nova Scotia
communications coordinator Elaine Frampton; Todd Porter, who attended classes at
Cumberland Adult Network for Upgrading; Nicole Webb, who attended classes at
Dartmouth Learning Network; and Karl Francis-Williams, who attended classes at
Bedford-Sackville Learning Network.

I would ask that the House give them a warm welcome. (Applause)
[1:15 p.m.]
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Labour and Advanced Education.
RESOLUTION NO. 1140

HON. LABI KOUSOQOULIS: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day
I shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Nova Scotians mark the outstanding achievements of adult learners during
Adult Learners’ Week, April 1% - 7, at events throughout the province; and

Whereas a literate community means more opportunities for Nova Scotians to
access better jobs and strengthen our economic potential, which helps individuals, families,
the community, and our province; and

Whereas the Government of Nova Scotia recognizes the value of adult literacy and
supports the development and delivery of adult literacy programs in communities all across
the province;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly recognize
April 1 to 7, 2018, as International Adult Learners’ Week in the Province of Nova Scotia
and urge all Nova Scotians to embrace and understand the value of literacy as the
foundation to lifelong learning.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.
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Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Fisheries and Aquaculture.

RESOLUTION NO. 1141

HON. KEITH COLWELL: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day
I shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas promoting safety in Nova Scotia’s fishing industry is a priority for both
government and the industry as we work together to ensure that our fish harvesters are able
to earn their livelihood and return safely to their families at the end of each day; and

Whereas after Nathaniel King and his Nomada Queen crewmate Wayne Atwood
were pulled into the Atlantic Ocean and became entangled in gear on Dumping Day in
2015, a series of decisions that Nathaniel made saved his life and that of his crewmate; and

Whereas since the events of that day, Nathaniel has publicly shared his story with
thousands of Nova Scotians about how his safety training courses helped him and his
colleague survive the icy Atlantic, and was recognized for the first Safety Award at the
recent 201" Fisheries and Aquaculture Minister’s Conference on the fishing industry;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House join me in thanking
Nathaniel for his brave efforts in saving his own life and that of his colleague and for his
dedication to encouraging the adoption of better safety practices by sharing his story, an
inspiration and positive change in Nova Scotia.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.
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INTRODUCTION OF BILLS
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Gaelic Affairs.

HON. RANDY DELOREY: Mr. Speaker, before I introduce the bill, may | make
an introduction?

MR. SPEAKER: Permission granted.

MR. DELOREY: Tapadh leibh. I would like to direct my colleagues’ attention to
the Speaker’s Gallery where we have some guests here today. The honourable Rodney
MacDonald, former Premier, CEO of the Gaelic College. (Applause)

Joining Mr. MacDonald is David Rankin, director of school operations at the Gaelic
College and also the president of Gaelic Council Nova Scotia, and Tonya Lundrigan Fry,
who is a Gaelic College board member as well as the president ex-officio of the Gaelic
Council of Nova Scotia. (Applause)

It’s also worth noting that Tonya’s a local business owner.

I guess you’ve already received the warm welcome of the House (Interruptions)
Okay you need to see this from my vantage point - there’s actually a piece blocking the
space up there in your gallery.

Mr. Speaker, I’d also like to introduce Lewis MacKinnon, a great Antigonish
native. Lewis is from Antigonish, his dad still lives in Antigonish, and he is the Executive
Director for the Office of Gaelic Affairs. (Applause)

Bill No. 114 - Entitled An Act Continuing the Gaelic College Foundation. (Hon.
Randy Delorey)

Bill No. 115 - Entitled An Act to Amend Chapter 293 of the Revised Statutes
of 1989. The Motor Vehicle Act. (Hon. Pat Dunn)

MR. SPEAKER: Ordered that these bills be read a second time on a future day.
NOTICES OF MOTION
STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou West.
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N.S. KELTIC U18 RUGBY - TRIP TO IRELAND

MS. KARLA MACFARLANE: Mr. Speaker, the Nova Scotia Keltic U18 Men’s
and Women’s rugby teams both travelled to Ireland on March 7" to 17", The teams were
comprised of 44 players and coaching staff from across Nova Scotia. This trip included
opportunities to play three friendly exhibition matches against Irish high schools, as well
as local clubs. The visit also included training sessions with a professional rugby coach, a
tour of state-of-the-art rugby facilities, and watching a few professional and international
rugby matches.

Pictou West was represented on the field by Andrew Little and Justin MacLennan.
These young men demonstrated a high degree of dedication to the sport and have made
Pictou West and its citizens very proud. | am pleased to wish the players the best of luck
in all their future matches. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Clayton Park West.
MS. RAFAH DICOSTANZO: Mr. Speaker, | beg leave to make an introduction.
MR. SPEAKER: Permission granted.

MS. DICOSTANZO: | would like to introduce a group of very important people in
my life and in my career in the last 20 years, the Coalition on Community Interpreting. I'm
going to introduce them one by one. If they don’t mind standing up, so we can clap for
everybody at the same time at the end.

First I have Merek Jagielski, he is with ISANS, and he is the lead of the Nova Scotia
Coalition on Community Interpreting. Please stand up, Merek. Then | have Alana Baxter.
Alana is with the Nova Scotia Office of Immigration - just keep standing, if you don’t
mind. After that | have Erlinda Unite, and she is the President of ACINS, which is the
Association of Community Interpreters of Nova Scotia. The fourth person | have, my
favourite Chinese interpreter, she is Cantonese and Mandarin. She is the best interpreter in
town for the last 25 years. Christina Chui is with the Nova Scotia Interpreting Services,
representing today. The fifth person | have Tabinda Sheikh, and Tabinda is representing
the Department of Health and Wellness here. Sixth I have Bassima O’Brian, who is from
the Association of Translators and Interpreters of Nova Scotia, and Nicole Holland from
the Nova Scotia Health Authority. Last but not least, | also have Shadi Aljendi from
ISANS, and he is responsible to keep up with our website, so please give them a warm,
warm welcome. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Clayton Park West.
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N.S. COALITION ON COM. INTERPRETING:
SERV. DELIVERY - RECOGNIZE

MS. RAFAH DICONSTANZO: Mr. Speaker, | want to recognize the important
work of the Nova Scotia Coalition on Community Interpreting, the work that they’re doing
to improve the delivery of interpreting services in the public sector.

The coalition has existed since 2013 as a collective of 12 stakeholders and partners
that represent interpretive services, interpreter and translator associations, educational
institutions, government departments, service provider organizations, and experienced
interpreters.

The coalition has organized several policy consultations across the service sector
and developed a business case for language interpretation for publicly funded services in
Nova Scotia. Most notably, it introduced guidelines and standards for language
interpretation in 2014. The coalition’s future ambition is to form a regulatory body, or a
college, similar to the Barristers’ Society, to help implement standards for community
interpreters in Nova Scotia.

Mr. Speaker, | applaud the coalition for its work to strengthen interpreting services
in our province, and | wish them the best of luck in their future endeavours.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cumberland North.

MS. ELIZABETH SMITH-MCCROSSIN: Mr. Speaker, may | make an
introduction?

MR. SPEAKER: Permission granted.
MS. SMITH MCCROSSIN: Introductions, | should say.

Today, I’d like to welcome to the House, in the east gallery I believe, members of
CAN-U Cumberland Adult Network, the instructors, and students. | would ask them to
stand as | introduce them - Rick Baker; LingXia Gao; Lisa Harnish; Kimberley Laurette;
Sheila Little; Christopher MacLeod; Joshua McCallum; Todd Porter; Malcom Rector;
Amanda Roberts; Stephen Spicer; Tracy Sutherland; Alice Timbury; Shelly Thomas; Sarah
Tower; Jennifer Dow; Tiffany Huntley; Catherine Wile; Courtney MacMullin; and Zack
Knol.

I’d like to welcome them to the House today, Mr. Speaker. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cumberland North.
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CAN-U: ADULT EDUC. & EMPLOYMENT - RECOGNIZE

MS. ELIZABETH SMITH-MCCROSSIN: Mr. Speaker, today | would like to
recognize Tiffany Huntley and the other staff from CAN-U, and the other students from
the Cumberland Adult Network.

Life is not always easy. Life’s circumstances can put obstacles and barriers in the
way to achieving an education. An education is often the key factor in entering the work
force and CAN-U offers many programs for adults to aid in their education and
employment opportunities.

I’'m so proud of the important work that CAN-U is doing in our community of
Ambherst and Cumberland County, and today | wish our adult learners future success in
achieving their goals and life dreams.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Waverly-Fall River-Beaver Bank.
HINES, NOLA: FUNDRAISING THROUGH FITNESS - BEST WISHES

MR. BILL HORNE: Mr. Speaker, Nola Hines, a volunteer firefighter in
Wellington, jumped at the opportunity to be a Team Myles Ambassador with the
Scotiabank Blue Nose Marathon. With the demands and challenges of firefighting, she felt
she was not doing enough to keep up her fitness.

The special program invites people to train together for a 5KM or a 10KM race,
and offers access to experts to help you to set personal goals and learn about exercise,
running, diet, and nutrition. Nola Hines works for BoyneClarke, title sponsor of the newly
added 15KM race, and had the opportunity to apply through her employer. Nola will be
raising money for the Children’s Wish Foundation of Nova Scotia.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that members of the Legislature wish Nola the best of luck on
her training and her race.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sydney River-Mira-Louisbourg.
REGINATO, COLE: MAJ. JR. HOCKEY - CONGRATS.

HON. ALIFIE MACLEOD: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to congratulate Cole
Reginato of Albert Bridge, who recently had a dream come true.

Cole Reginato plays with the Saint John Sea Dogs, and they just took home the
Quebec Major Junior Hockey League’s President’s Cup.
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Cole has always wanted to play in the Québec Major Junior Hockey League, and
last year, he split his time between the Cape Breton Screaming Eagles and the Saint John
Sea Dogs.

But what Cole didn’t know was that his second dream would also come true. The
19-year-old captured the President’s Cup title recently, helping the Saint John Sea Dogs
defeat the Blainville-Boisbrand Armada 5-1, sweeping the league final 4-0.

I’'m so very pleased, Mr. Speaker, to congratulate Cole on this win, and wish him
the very best as he continues on with his promising hockey career.

[1:30 p.m.]
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Lunenburg.
MASONIC FRAT.: COM. FUNDRAISING - THANKS

MS. SUZANNE LOHNES-CROFT: | rise today to recognize the Masonic
Fraternity for the District of Lunenburg Queens and its eight lodges for their contribution
to the Health Services Foundation of the South Shore.

The Health Services Foundation has been raising money for the past year for their
Minimally Invasive Surgery Project. This project is to aid in building two surgery units
within South Shore Regional Hospital. The Masonic Fraternity could see the benefits these
units have to the community, and applied for $10,000 from the Masonic Foundation under
special funding. The funding was approved, and a presentation was made to the Health
Services Foundation at their Curl for a Cause event. The Masonic Foundation distributes
various funds to projects that benefit communities, contributing $400,000 over the past
several years.

Mr. Speaker, | would ask you and members of this House of Assembly to please
join me in thanking the Masonic Fraternity for the District of Lunenburg Queens and the
Masonic Foundation for their contribution to the Health Services Foundation of the South
Shore.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth East.
MOOSEHEADS: HOSTS, MEM. CUP 2019 - CONGRATS.
MR. TIM HALMAN: Mr. Speaker, the Memorial Cup is coming back to Halifax.

We learned only moments ago that the best young players will vie for junior hockey’s
biggest prize next year right here in our province’s city.
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Mr. Speaker, 2019 will mark the 25" season for the Mooseheads, so it seems a
fitting time to host this prestigious tournament. | know | speak for all members when |
congratulate team owner Bobby Smith and general manager Cam Russell and everyone in
the Mooseheads organization for submitting the successful bid.

The Memorial Cup was established to honour those who gave their lives in World
War | and was rededicated to honour all soldiers who died fighting for Canada. Nova
Scotia’s proud military history makes it a perfect host city. Halifax is a hockey city.

We last hosted the Memorial Cup in 2000, and | know the organizers and fans will
make Memorial Cup 2019 a memorable event for players and fans.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cape Breton Centre.

NOVA SCOTIANS FOR EQUALIZATION & FAIRNESS:
ECON. DEV. - STUDY

MS. TAMMY MARTIN: Mr. Speaker, today | rise to acknowledge the hard-
working efforts of a group of advocates in Cape Breton, Nova Scotia, called the Nova
Scotians for Equalization Fairness.

One of the founders of this group, Father Albert Maroun, has been steadfast in his
campaign to ensure Cape Breton is a viable community and will continue to prosper and
grow. Cape Breton faces an unprecedented fiscal imbalance with the rest of Nova Scotia.
There is an urgent need to address this imbalance and ensure that CBRM can meet the
needs of its residents.

The NDP caucus is on the record for calling for an immediate stimulus plan to
support economic development in Cape Breton. There are rallies of support scheduled over
the next couple of months, and I am proud to see Cape Bretoners coming together, as we
did for so many years, to support such a worthy cause.

| urge my colleagues in this House to look into and study the dire situation in Cape
Breton. | will proudly march and stand with them.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings South.
TOD, JUDITH: PROV. VOLUNTEER AWARD - CONGRATS.

MR. KEITH IRVING: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recognize the 2018 Provincial
Volunteer Award recipient from Wolfville, Judith Tod.

Judith has had a profound impact on our community since moving here from
Manitoba. She has been a chaplain, a senior pastor, a Rotary Club member, the president
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of Family and Children’s Services, and an engaged member of her church, among her many
roles. Judith is deeply committed to helping refugees as Chair of the Refugee Support
Network in the Wolfville area and has played an integral role in assisting Syrian families
to build new lives in her community. Her compassion for her fellow citizens is
extraordinary, and she’s very deserving of this award.

Please join me in thanking the wonderful Judith Tod for her tremendous efforts to
improve the lives of her fellow citizens, and in congratulating her on being named a 2018
Provincial Volunteer Award recipient.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Queens-Shelburne.

FUDGE, MARTIN:
2018 NTL. SPECIAL OLYMPICS - CONGRATS.

MS. KIM MASLAND: Mr. Speaker, I rise today to congratulate Shelburne Special
Olympian Martin Fudge, who will be representing Nova Scotia in individual and team
competitions at the National Special Olympics 5-Pin Bowling Championships in Prince
Edward Island from May 14" to May 20" this year.

In 2017, Martin received the Dr. Frank Hayden Award, recognizing his many
contributions to the true spirit of Special Olympics for the past 30 years. He is a dedicated
athlete who trains and participates in both the summer and winter programs. As new
athletes join the program, Martin consistently demonstrates leadership and kindness to new
members as they become familiar with their sport and teammates.

Best wishes to Martin for a successful tournament. His dedication, passion, and
commitment to his sport and his community are inspirational.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Needham.
UNIONS: VEHICLES FOR ADULT LEARNING - RECOGNIZE

MS. LISA ROBERTS: During this Adult Learners’ Week, I particularly want to
recognize the phenomenal work of unions in supporting life-long learning.

| have been so impressed by various union members who have come in groups to
my office to speak to me about different public policy issues, as part of various campaigns.

Skills of running meetings, setting agendas, keeping minutes, gaining confidence
in public speaking, and learning to advocate are learned by many Nova Scotians through
union membership. Then those skills and that confidence are often loaned to other efforts
and organizations in our communities.
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| just want to say, during this week, how much | value that and appreciate that
contribution of unions to Nova Scotia.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Lunenburg West.

BRIDGEWATER/EKISTICS DESIGN:
CDN. LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS AWARD - CONGRATS.

HON. MARK FUREY: Last summer was the first full season that residents of
Bridgewater were able to enjoy the Pijinuiskaq Park. Free concerts and other activities were
held at the park all summer as a way to celebrate its completion and to bring the community
together.

Pijinuiskag Park, while beautiful, can now boast a significant award as well. The
Town of Bridgwater, in partnership with Ekistics Planning & Design, have won the 2018
Canadian Society of Landscape Architects award. The winning category was Small-Scale
Public Landscapes Designed by a Landscape Architect, and is well deserved.

I’d like to congratulate Bridgewater’s former mayor, David Walker; current mayor,
David Mitchell; past and present council members; and the residents of Bridgewater for
this prestigious award. We will all benefit from the park’s presence and beauty.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cole Harbour-Eastern Passage.
TRAVELLING CROSBYS: COM. SPIRIT - RECOGNIZE

MS. BARBARA ADAMS: Today | would like to bring attention to the Travelling
Crosbys group of Cole Harbour. This dedicated group travelled to Pittsburgh to watch local
hockey superstar Sidney Crosby play against the Montreal Canadiens and the Washington
Capitals. The group started off with only a few people, but quickly expanded to 24. Some
of the members knew Crosby and played hockey with him growing up.

All 24 men sported jerseys of teams that Sidney had played on throughout his life,
including Team Canada, Cole Harbour Red Wings, and Dartmouth Subways. Sidney’s
1993 Timbits jersey was even worn by one of the 24.

The Travelling Crosbys group showed true loyalty and were well-received by
Sidney Crosby, and my only regret is that I didn’t get to go with them.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Colchester North.
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SMITH, LUKE: ALL-AROUND ATHLETE - BEST WISHES

HON. KAREN CASEY: Seventeen-year-old Luke Smith of Great Village is a
Grade 12 student at the Cobequid Educational Centre in Truro. He has been a member of
the CEC Cougars hockey team for three years and has been their team captain.

This high-scoring defenceman is a strong skater, covers the ice well, handles the
puck with expertise, and has a powerful shot. He is proud of the team’s win at the Auburn
Classic Hockey Tournament held in Cole Harbour recently in December, where they
defeated the host team 2-1 and where he scored his first goal.

Smith was also an assistant coach with the Brookfield Elks Bantam A hockey team,
and enjoys working with young skaters. An all-round athlete, Smith also played in the
outfield for three seasons with the CEC Cougars baseball team. Always humble, yet polite,
Smith plans to study engineering after graduating this year. Please join me in wishing Luke
all the best.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Colchester-Musquodoboit Valley.

DAL. AGRIC. STUDENTS:
CDN. ENGINEERING COMPETITION WIN - CONGRATS.

MR. LARRY HARRISON: For the second year in a row, a team of students from
Dalhousie University’s Faculty of Agriculture won top prize at the 2018 Canadian
Engineering Competition.

Approximately 150 engineering undergraduate students from across the nation
compete through seven different competitions in the fields of innovation, design, and
communication. The Dal AC team won in the Junior Design Category which challenged
them, having limited time and budget constraints to design, create, and test a physical
prototype as a solution to a real-world problem.

| wish to congratulate the innovative Dal AC Engineering Undergraduate Team of
Justin Thorne from Cooks Brook, Shannon O’Connor of Valley, Logan Miller of Truro,
and Paul Diamond of Bible Hill, on winning the Junior Design Category of the 2018
Canadian Engineering Competition.
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth North.
INTL. TRANS DAY OF VISIBILITY: SUPPORT

MS. SUSAN LEBLANC: Mr. Speaker, March 31% was the International
Transgender Day of Visibility, a day to celebrate the courage and successes of transgender
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people in our families and communities, and also to bring light to the many issues and
injustices trans people face in many aspects of their lives.

Since becoming MLA for Dartmouth North, | have had many trans people come
into my office with serious issues about their treatment by government offices, including
problems with legal name changes and gender changes where years after someone has
made those changes, computer systems show old names and gender markers; not being
addressed by preferred names or pronouns; waiting times for doctors’ appointments and
referrals for sex reassignment surgeries; lack of access in Nova Scotia to those surgeries;
and lack of supports for people diagnosed with gender dysphoria who are on income
assistance - the list goes on.

With the marking of Trans Day of Visibility, Mr. Speaker, | want to encourage
everyone in this House to see, to listen to, and to protect all trans people in our province,
our country, and our world. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings West.
1t KINGSTON SCOUTS: COM. FOOD DRIVE - COMMEND

HON. LEO GLAVINE: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to commend the 1% Kingston
Scouts for their 425-pound contribution of non-perishable food items to the Upper Room
Food Bank in Kingston, in advance of the Easter weekend.

Scout Venturers went door to door in local subdivisions to collect food, and
reported that they were impressed with the support that they received from the community.
Inspired by the Scouts’ efforts, Eden Valley Poultry of Berwick committed to matching the
donation weight to the food bank each month for the remainder of 2018.

As the MLA for Kings West, I’d like to congratulate the 1% Kingston Scouts for
assisting the community through their delivery to the Kingston food bank and for making
such a positive impact. Furthermore, I’d like to commend the group for embodying the
values through their actions - being kind, doing your best, and leaving each place a little
better than you found it.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou Centre.
N.S. TOURISM: ENJOYMENT BY LOCALS - ENCOURAGE
HON. PAT DUNN: Mr. Speaker, from the rolling mountain range in the Cape

Breton Highlands and expansive fields of green in the Annapolis Valley to the numerous
lighthouses that cover our coastline, our province has so much to offer.
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Nova Scotia is home to many numerous places for locals and tourists to see. We
live in an incredible province with the vast Atlantic Ocean, the rocky shores, and the
incredible natural beauty of the East Coast. It is a place to visit if you want to meet friendly
people, go whale-watching, boating, hiking, or enjoy one of the many music festivals in
the area.

The province contains several classic tourist sites and it is possible that locals are
not aware of the charm and beauty that exists in our backyard.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Hants East.
E. HANTS SR. GAMES: COM. SPIRIT - RECOGNIZE

HON. MARGARET MILLER: Mr. Speaker, in life we can’t avoid growing old,
but we can grow old productively, enthusiastically, and have a whole lot of fun in the
process.

In my constituency that ideal is represented quite fittingly with the organization of
the East Hants Senior Games each Spring. Residents of 50 years or better can register and
participate in a wide variety of activities, giving them the opportunity to connect with
friends and newcomers in a fun, competitive setting.

This year the games run from April 4" to May 10", with a closing ceremony held
on May 18™. The games are open to all who qualify by the number of years on the planet.
This energetic organization hosts competitions in darts, bowling, washer toss, pool,
scrabble, and Auction 45s. Volunteers from the seniors’ community make sure the games
are fun, healthy, and socially enjoyable for all.

I’d like to recognize the volunteers of the East Hants Senior Games for their work
to benefit this segment of our community.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Inverness.
MCDANIEL, ZOE: LORAN SCHOLARSHIP - CONGRATS.

MR. ALLAN MACMASTER: Mr. Speaker, Zoe McDaniel has been awarded the
prestigious Loran Scholarship for 2018. She is one of 34 Canadians from over 5,000
applicants who has been selected. The Grade 12 Dalbrae Academy student from Brook
Village underwent a rigorous selection process designed to seek out evidence of character,
integrity, courage, grit, compassion, and inner directness in young leaders committed to
serving others.
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Her prize is a $100,000 scholarship over four years, plus a $10,000 annual stipend,
tuition, waivers, mentorship, funding for summer internships, annual retreats, and a week-
long orientation expedition in the Algonquin Park.

[1:45 p.m]

Ms. McDaniel is a youth member of the Mabou Gaelic and Historical Society. She
has been a leader in the Challenge Movement, organizing and facilitating weekend retreats
at the Mabou Renewal Centre. She is a member of the Dalbrae Dragons Drama Club and
the Students Helping Our World committee, and was a Healthy Relationships for Youth
coordinator. Last year she ran a free peer-tutoring program.

May we in this Legislature wish Zoe well with her plans to take museum studies at
the University of British Columbia.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Antigonish.

FOSTER, JACKIE:
COMMONWEALTH GAMES - CONGRATS.

HON. RANDY DELOREY: Mr. Speaker, | want to take a moment to recognize the
many Canadians who are in Australia at the 2018 Commonwealth Games, which recently
opened. In particular, | want to draw attention to a Nova Scotian who is on the Canadian
lawn bowls team. She hails from the Valley, has competed in several national and
international events, was recently a member of the 2018 Apple Spiel curling championship
team, and is often seen here at the Legislature, although she’s probably more well known
for her former career, which brought her to the living room of many Nova Scotians.

Jackie Foster kicked off her round-robin lawn bowl matches earlier today - this
morning, in Atlantic Time - in the women’s fours and picked up a win over Wales and a
loss to Scotland.

| trust my colleagues will join me in congratulating Jackie for her success making
Team Canada and wish her and the team the best of luck as the 2018 Commonwealth
Games continue.
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou East.
WOMEN’S INSTITUTE: COM. QUILTS - THANKS
MR. TIM HOUSTON: Mr. Speaker, Helen Cruickshank has been a member of the

Women’s Institute since 1967. She transferred from the Fox Brook branch when the
Riverton group disbanded.



3628 ASSEMBLY DEBATES THUR., APR. 5, 2018

To describe Helen as a quilter would be an understatement. February was Women’s
Institute Month and Helen is surrounded by quilts - from bassinets to single beds, there are
quilts for all.

Carol Grant is the other quilter in the group, but all the supplies come from a whole
combination of members. This year each of the Women’s Institute groups are making five
quilts, for a total of 45. The Aberdeen Hospital, the IWK, and Tearmann House are the
recipients of these quilts.

Thank you to these ladies who give so generously to strangers in need of warmth
and comfort. Your labour of love is a true gift.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Clare-Digby.

DIGBY HEALTH SERV. CHARITABLE FDN.:
COM. FUNDRAISING - THANKS

MR. GORDON WILSON: Mr. Speaker, again this year the Digby and Area Health
Services Charitable Foundation contributed for some major purchases of equipment for the
Digby General Hospital. This included helping fund the new cardiac monitors as well as
purchasing a new cardiac stress-testing unit and ultrasound unit.

Since its establishment, the foundation has supported the hospital in its efforts to
acquire medical diagnostic equipment. Not only is this important for the care of our area’s
patients, but a selling point for the hospital when trying to attract physicians and other
medical professionals to the area.

| want to thank the foundation for funding the equipment the staff has identified as
an important and necessary way to improve the care of our patients. Also, we appreciate
that the foundation continues to raise funds for the future contributions to the hospital and
other good causes.

The same weekend of the announcement of this new equipment, Kevin Ellis and
Mike Bartlett, organized the 3 Annual Richard Ellis Memorial Golf Tournament, which
raised $15,000 for the foundation.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Northside-Westmount.
HAIR MASTERS: MOBILE COSMETOLOGY - THANKS
MR. EDDIE ORRELL: Mr. Speaker, I rise today to salute Angela lannetti, who is
the owner and operator of Hair Masters in North Sydney. Hair Masters is a private career

college specializing in cosmetology. She realized many people who live in rural areas
cannot get into urban areas to receive haircuts and other spa services.
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Angela and her six students offer a mobile cosmetology service to the North Shore
of Cape Breton. This experiment has become a raging success, and Angela is considering
expanding her service.

| would like to take this opportunity to thank Angela and her students for taking
their skills to rural Cape Breton and making her clients extremely happy.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Guysborough-Eastern Shore-
Tracadie.

DILLON, JOAN: DEATH OF - TRIBUTE

HON. LLOYD HINES: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay my humble respects to
humanitarian Joan Dillon, whose compassionate presence inspired thousands and will now
be deeply mourned by thousands more with her recent passing. Joan was the co-founder of
X-Project, the St. F.X. University volunteer mentoring program that began in Lincolnville,
Guysborough County, in 1965.

Over 50 years ago Joan began teaching pottery to local youth, and because of her
inspirational conviction and infectious spirit, X-Project is now servicing Pictou Landing
First Nation, Pagtnkek Mi’kmaw Nation, Sunnyville, Lincolnville, and Upper Big Tracadie
with educational assistance programs, recreation programs, and various other workshops
led by over 4,000 X student volunteers since its inception.

Joan Dillon is a beloved figure in Guysborough County, and my words will surely
fall flat trying to explain her contribution to our community. | strongly encourage all
members and Nova Scotians alike to visit the St. F.X. website to see many wonderful
pictures taken by Joan herself and to learn about the life’s work of a woman whose
uninhibited social conscience will fill one with gratitude.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Fairview-Clayton Park on an
introduction.

HON. PATRICIA ARAB: Mr. Speaker, I’d like to ask the members to turn their
attention to the east gallery, where we are joined today by Mr. Connor Smith from
Vancouver Island. Connor is a first-year political science student at Acadia University with
a keen interest in politics, who hopes to stay in the province after he graduates, so
hopefully, we might even see him in the Chamber one day.

He’s accompanied today by his uncle Lang Jongmans, who is my indispensable
Director of Policy and Planning for the Department of Internal Services. I’d ask that they
rise and receive the warm welcome of the House. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou West.
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HABITAT FOR HUMANITY - PICTOU CO. CHAPTER: WELCOME

MS. KARLA MACFARLANE: Mr. Speaker, | am so proud that Pictou County is
now home to a chapter of Habitat for Humanity. This wonderful organization brings
volunteers together to build houses for people who might not be able to afford one. Those
who might not be able to get a traditional mortgage from a bank are given a mortgage
through Habitat that costs about 30 per cent of their gross income. The lower price is
achieved through volunteer work that goes into building the homes, as well as corporate
and community contributions.

The first construction project will take place in Stellarton with other projects then
taking place throughout Pictou County. I look forward to the tremendous impact this
organization, its contributors, and its volunteers will make to our community.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Armdale.

CHEBUCTO ATL. ATOM HOCKEY:
WEEKEND COMPETITION - BEST WISHES

HON. LENA DIAB: Mr. Speaker, today is a good day for many reasons, especially
for the hockey lovers, having just received the news that Halifax has been chosen to host
the 2019 Memorial Cup. (Applause)

| want to congratulate our own 17 young, talented hockey players of the Chebucto
Atom A for being named the Central Minor Hockey Atom A Champions: Carter, Ryan,
Charlie, Quinn, Patrick, Callum, Joseph, Jackson, Matthew, Camden, Ethan, Colby, Ryan,
Shawn, Peyton, Ty, and Callum. I want to wish all players the best of luck as they compete
on ice this weekend in the Hockey Nova Scotia Provincial Day of Champions.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth East.
SUPPORT SERV. GRP. CO-OP.: INDEPENDENT LIVING - THANKS

MR. TIM HALMAN: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recognize Support Services
Group Co-operative. It is a non-profit organization that empowers individuals with
disabilities to become independent by living and working within the community.

Any organization Mr. Speaker, with the goal of maximizing freedom, dignity and
decision making for all their members, by supporting and assisting them with their
challenges to living independently, is an organization | am grateful to have in my
community. Groups like these that teach life skills and encourage independent living, are
important to any community and | am so proud to have them in Dartmouth East.
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| want to thank Support Services Group Co-operative for everything that they do
for Nova Scotians.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Timberlea-Prospect.
DUALE, ALI: REFUGEE CONTRIB. TO CAN. - RECOGNIZE

HON. IAIN RANKIN: Mr. Speaker, | would like to recognize my good friend Ali
Duale of Beechville. In 2017, Ali was chosen to share the story of his arrival in Canada as
a refugee from his homeland of Somalia, by the Canadian Museum for Human Rights, as
a part of their exhibit called Our Canada, My Story.

The museum developed Our Canada, My Story, to celebrate Canada’s 150"
Anniversary of Confederation. This exhibition provides a glimpse into some of the current
perspectives in lived human rights experiences of Canadians across the country. Through
a series of intimate, engaging films, seven personal stories are presented to encourage
reflection and dialogue about human rights in Canada today. Ali and his wife Sudi also
received a congratulatory personal phone call from Prime Minister Trudeau.

These stories - also available on YouTube - illuminate the value of working towards
equality, inclusion, and dignity for all Canadians, and gives one pause to consider how
diverse we are as a nation, and how diversity makes our society stronger.

| would like the members of the Nova Scotia House of Assembly to congratulate
Ali, and acknowledge the struggle that refugees endure and the value that adds to the
Canadian experience.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sydney River-Mira-Louisbourg.
JONES, DEIDRE: STU ATHLETE OF THE YR. - CONGRATS.

HON. ALFIE MACLEOD: Mr. Speaker, I rise today to acknowledge Deidre Jones
from Coxheath, for being named St. Thomas University’s Athlete of the Year. As the
Tommies Women’s Volleyball Team Captain, Deidre led the Fredericton school to a 17-
to-7 record in 2017-18 in the Atlantic Collegiate Athletic Association season. Deidre Jones
got two Female Athlete of the Week honours over the past season and was recently named
as the ACAA First Team All-Star. Deidre spent two seasons with the Cape Breton
CAPERS before transferring to St. Thomas University when the CBU volleyball program
was discontinued following the 2014-15 season.

Mr. Speaker, today, I'm pleased to congratulate Deidre on all her awards
throughout the past years and | feel confident we will hear more great things about this
young lady as a result of her hard work.
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MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Deputy Government House Leader.

MR. KEITH IRVING: Mr. Speaker, | would ask, with the unanimous consent of
the House, to revert to the order of business, Government Notices of Motion.

MR. SPEAKER: Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

GOVERNMENT NOTICES OF MOTION

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Communities, Culture and Heritage.
RESOLUTION NO. 1155

HON. LEO GLAVINE: Mr. Speaker, | thank the members opposite, and also the
enthusiasm that is in the House today for the great announcement which 1 just attended.

| hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following
resolution:

Whereas next year marks the 25" Anniversary of the Halifax Mooseheads hockey
club, who have established themselves as a major franchise in the Québec Major Junior
Hockey League with a reputation for excellence and player development exemplified by
the quality of their roster and alumni; and

Whereas the Memorial Cup, the National Major Junior Championship, was
established in 1919, nearly 100 years ago, to commemorate the soldiers who made the
supreme sacrifice for our country to ensure us the ability to enjoy the freedoms we have
today; and

Whereas the Province of Nova Scotia, in keeping with its rich military and sporting
traditions, will proudly honour the memory of our soldiers once again as the Halifax
Mooseheads will host the Memorial Cup in 2019;

Therefore be it resolved that members of the House of Assembly join me in
congratulating the Halifax Mooseheads, the host committee, the major planning team at
the Nova Centre, the Department of Communities, Culture and Heritage, and the Halifax
Regional Municipality, on officially earning the confidence of the Canadian Hockey
League as we look toward hosting the 2019 Memorial Cup here in Halifax, Nova Scotia.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.
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Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.

[STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS]

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Queens-Shelburne.

COCKERILL, COURTNEY:
HORATIO ALGER SCHOLARSHIP - CONGRATS.

MS. KIM MASLAND: Mr. Speaker, I’d like today to congratulate a student from
North Queens Community School who has won a $5,000 scholarship from the Horatio
Alger Association of Canada. She is one of the 85 recipients from across Canada to receive
this scholarship which recognizes deserving students who have shown great perseverance
in overcoming significant adversity.

Courtney Cockerill, of Caledonia, has demonstrated strength of character, strong
academic achievement, and a commitment to pursuing higher education, as well as a desire
to contribute to society.

| would like everyone to join me in congratulating Courtney on this significant
accomplishment. | would like to wish her every success in life as she goes forward to
further her education.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sydney-Whitney Pier.
BALDWIN, DANNY: 651" BIRTHDAY - BEST WISHES

HON. DEREK MOMBOURQUETTE: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recognize the
birthday of an individual that many of the MLAs in Cape Breton would know. Today marks
the 65" birthday for Danny Baldwin of Main-a-Dieu. Danny Baldwin originally grew up
in the old town of Louisbourg and, after leaving Louisbourg, spent some time in Ashby
before he met the love of his life, Patsy, and travelled the rugged roads back to Main-a-
Dieu to raise a beautiful family of daughters.

Danny spent 35 years working for Parks Canada, and many would know Danny
back in the day for his hockey skill throughout the Island and beyond.
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I rise in my place and I believe | speak for many of the MLAs in Cape Breton when
| want to wish Danny a very happy 65" birthday, and thank him for the support that he has
provided to many young people who he kept out of trouble over the years, and | hope he
has a wonderful day with his beautiful wife and daughters.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou East with 20 seconds.
MCRAE, CECILIA - PROJ. SMILES

MR. TIM HOUSTON: Mr. Speaker, less than a year ago, Cecilia McRae of the
Pictou County Mental IlIness Family Support Association had an idea. Dental work without
insurance being cost prohibitive, many cannot afford minimal dental care. Many suffering
from mental illness were in that position. The Bright Smiles project helps those with mental
illness find their confidence again through nicer-looking, clean teeth and proper dental
hygiene.

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. The time allotted for Statements by Members has
expired. We’ll now move on to Oral Questions Put by Members to Ministers.

[2:00 p.m.]
ORDERS OF THE DAY
ORAL QUESTIONS PUT BY MEMBERS TO MINISTERS
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Leader of the Official Opposition.
PREM.: SEXUAL VIOLENCE OUTREACH PROG. - FUNDING CUT
MS. KARLA MACFARLANE: My question is for the Premier. On March 23",
when | asked the Premier about funding for organizations that offer sexual violence
counselling, he said, and I quote, “government is working with shelters across the province
to continue to make sure we make those investments, to ensure that people feel safe.” I will
table that.
Mr. Speaker, unfortunately, today people in Cape Breton must feel a little less safe.
The Cape Breton Transition House Association announced yesterday that it is ending its

sexual violence outreach program because of funding cuts from this government.

Will the Premier admit that his government’s decision to cut funding for a sexual
violence outreach program is a short-sighted move that actually makes women less safe?

HON. STEPHEN MCNEIL (The Premier): What the honourable member is
referring to, Mr. Speaker, is two years ago, there was a program put together. There was
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money allotted. All the organizations knew that funding was coming to an end. What | also
said on the date she raised, in the House, is that there is actually funding in this current
budget, which we will hopefully get a chance to pass in the not-too-distant future. We 