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HALIFAX, THURSDAY, MARCH 22, 2018
Sixty-third General Assembly
First Session
12:00 NOON

SPEAKER
Hon. Kevin Murphy

DEPUTY SPEAKERS
Mr. Chuck Porter, Ms. Suzanne Lohnes-Croft

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. We’ll now begin the daily routine.
PRESENTING AND READING PETITIONS
PRESENTING REPORTS OF COMMITTEES
TABLING REPORTS, REGULATIONS AND OTHER PAPERS
STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS
GOVERNMENT NOTICES OF MOTION
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Agriculture.

RESOLUTON NO. 1062

HON. KEITH COLWELL.: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day
I shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

3067
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Whereas as a backbone of the provincial economy, agriculture depends on the
committed efforts of countless Nova Scotians who have dedicated their lives to helping
grow the sector through their hard work and determination to succeed; and

Whereas for more than 25 years Kyla Pierik has worked to support the success of
agriculture as a member of a fifth-generation farming family, a Bachelor of Science in
Agriculture graduate at the former Nova Scotia Agricultural College in Bible Hill, a
professional agrologist, the owner of a retail farm market, a best-selling cookbook author,
and a dedicated public servant in both the provincial and federal governments where she
administered programs to support success for farmers; and

Whereas in recognition of her outstanding contributions to agriculture and a
lifetime of achievements, Ms. Pierik was named honorary senator in the Senate Club of the
Nova Scotia Federation of Agriculture, a rare distinction shared by less than a dozen
people, which is made up of past presidents and honorary members;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House join me in thanking Kyla
Pierik for her unwavering dedication and service to the agricultural industry and
congratulate her on her well-deserved recognition from the Nova Scotia Federation of
Agriculture.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Agriculture on an introduction.

HON. KEITH COLWELL.: Mr. Speaker, in the east gallery, is Kyla Pierik. Would
you please stand, Kyla. Thank you and the family for coming today. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of African Nova Scotian Affairs.

HON. TONY INCE: Mr. Speaker, before | begin, may | beg leave to make an
introduction?

MR. SPEAKER: Permission granted.
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MR. INCE: In the east gallery, | have here today Ms. Browning and Councillor
Pauline Raven who is a good, hard-working councillor in the Annapolis Valley region. If
the House would like to stand and applaud for them, please. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of African Nova Scotian Affairs.

RESOLUTION NO. 1063

HON. TONY INCE: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Ms. Geraldine Marjorie Browning received the Order of Nova Scotia in
2017, which is the province’s highest honour recognizing individuals for their outstanding
contributions and shines a light on the efforts they have made in their communities; and

Whereas Ms. Browning used her early-years struggles against systemic racism to
fuel her work as an advocate for the protection of women and children from violence and
abuse, promote literacy and education, and visit schools to share her experiences with
young Nova Scotians; and

Whereas Ms. Browning is the founding member of the Black Cultural Society, the
Valley African Nova Scotian Development Association, and the Black Business Initiative;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of the House of Assembly join me in
congratulating Ms. Geraldine Marjorie Browning on receiving the Order of Nova Scotia
and commend her for educating and promoting a greater Nova Scotia and for being an
inspiration in the community.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Agriculture.

HON. KEITH COLWELL: Mr. Speaker, with your indulgence, I’d like to make
another introduction.
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MR. SPEAKER: Permission granted.

MR. COLWELL: In the east gallery is Ralph Stirling, Ellen Kennie, Christine
Herbin, and Angeline Stirling. If you could all stand and receive a warm welcome from the
House. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Agriculture.
RESOLUTION NO. 1064

HON. KEITH COLWELL: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day
| shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas agriculture is the backbone of the provincial economy and its success
depends on the determination, hard work, and innovative spirit of operators like Stirling
Fruit Farms; and

Whereas since 1917, Stirling Fruit Farms Ltd. of Wolfville in the Annapolis Valley
has been successfully growing apples and expanding its retail and wholesale business to
reach more and more customers at home and abroad with the many delicious varieties and
value-added products, such as the ciders they produce, for sale under their own label and
for other companies, that have secured Nova Scotia’s reputation as a leading cultivator of
apples; and

Whereas more than three generations of the Stirling family have operated their farm
in the Wolfville area, added innovation to help them grow the apple industry in Nova
Scotia, and been recognized for determination and success with many awards, including
being named the Valley’s Best Farm Market in 2015 and 2016 by the Annapolis Valley
Chamber of Commerce;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House join me in thanking Stirling
Fruit Farms for 100 years of successful and dedicated operation and wish them continued
good fortune as they contribute to the vibrancy of Nova Scotia’s agriculture sector.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion, please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
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The motion is carried.
The honourable Minister of Environment.
[12:15 p.m.]
RESOLUTION NO. 1065

HON. IAIN RANKIN: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas today, March 22", is World Water Day, a day designated to focus on the
importance of water around the world; and

Whereas 2.1 billion people on Earth do not have access to safe drinking water at
home which impacts their health, their families, their education and their prospects for the
future; and

Whereas Nova Scotians are strong environmental stewards who believe in
protecting water, and our natural environment;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House recognize World Water Day
and commit to protecting our water and our environment.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion, please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

Bill No. 94 - Entitled an Act to Amend Chapter 11 of the Acts of 2015. The
Universities Accountability and Sustainability Act. (Mr. Eddie Orrell)

Bill No. 95 - Entitled an Act to Amend Chapter 1 of the Acts of 1994-95. The
Environment Act. (Mr. Gary Burrill)
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MR. SPEAKER: Ordered that these bills be read a second time on a future day.
NOTICES OF MOTION
STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth East.
BLONDE, CHRIS: SMALL BUSINESS OWNER - RECOGNIZE

MR. TIM HALMAN: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recognize Dartmouth East
resident, Chris Blonde. After serving in the Royal Canadian Navy as a submariner for over
25 years, Chris has become a very well known and well-respected entrepreneur in
Dartmouth East. Along with his wife Liesje Somers-Blonde, he started Blondie’s Dog
Treats and Doggie Pooh Services, two local businesses committed to helping our furry
friends live their best lives.

Whether it was through his service to our great country or his care for our beloved
pets, Chris Blonde has a positive influence in everything he does. | would like to ask all
members of the house to please recognize Chris Blonde for his many community
contributions and for being a welcome addition to the small business community in
Dartmouth East.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Chebucto.
HUSSEY-TALLON, MOSS: 7t" BIRTHDAY - BEST WISHES

MR. GARY BURRILL: Mr. Speaker, today | am super happy to rise to wish my
friend Moss Hussey-Tallon a very happy 7" birthday. Moss is a frequent visitor at the
caucus office of the New Democratic Party, he’s the son of Joanne Hussey, our Party’s
deputy chief of staff.

Moss likes helping his mother plant their vegetable garden and he enjoys playing
board games with his father. He’s a smart, caring, and very engaging little boy, and he’s a
person who’s full of energy and joy. I’'m sure that all members of the Legislature would
join me in wishing Moss today a happy 7™ birthday.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Lunenburg West.
GREEK’S MEATS: RETIREMENT/NEW OWNERSHIP - CONGRATS.
HON. MARK FUREY: Mr. Speaker, Greek’s Meats has been a landmark in

Lunenburg County for several generations. First opened in 1975 by Victor Greek, this meat
store has famously made and sold Lunenburg puddings and sausages.
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In the 1990s, Victor turned the store over to the next generation, his son Richard,
who has maintained the high standards and qualities of his father. Now at the age of 77,
Richard is set to retire and has sold Greek’s Meats to local resident Gary MacNeil. Though
he will certainly miss his customers and suppliers, Richard is happy for the opportunity to
spend more time with his family, and is confident that Greek’s Meats will enjoy the same
success under its new owner.

Congratulations to Richard on his retirement, and best of luck to Gary as he works
to continue the success and reputation of Greek’s Meats.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou West.
BEDFORD, GEORGE (PICTOU): DEATH OF - TRIBUTE

MS. KARLA MACFARLANE: Mr. Speaker, the Town of Pictou has recently lost
one of its most caring citizens with the sad news of the passing of George Bedford.

George, or “Chief” as he was known, was motivated by loyal community service
and helping others. He served as a member of the Pictou Fire Department for more than
half a century. During the last 44 years of service, he was chief and battled many blazes
over the years.

George was well-known for helping many in the community at Christmastime. This
was often through the fire department, but he also made sure that those in need had a Merry
Christmas too.

We will miss this proud Pictonian, but his memory lives on in the tremendous
giving spirit of our community.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth North.
HRSB MEMBERS: COM. SERV. - THANKS

MS. SUSAN LEBLANC: Mr. Speaker, as a result of the passing of Bill No. 72 the
Halifax Regional School Board had its final meeting last night. The closing of the HRSB,
the largest school board in the province, marks the end of democratically elected voices
representing our families and children at that level.

It is sad to reflect today on what this means for democracy in our province, and
what it means for all those who need a venue to amplify their voice and to make sure that
their needs are being adequately met.

I would like to thank the members of the HRSB for putting themselves forward to
serve our children and families in the Halifax-Dartmouth Region: Gin Yee, who is the
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chairman and the representative for the people living in my riding of Dartmouth North;
Linda MacKay, vice- chairman; Archy Beals, African Nova Scotian representative; Jessica
Rose, Mi’kmaq representative; Bridget Ann Boutilier, Nancy Jakeman, Cindy Littlefair,
Suzy Hansen, Jennifer Raven, and Dave Wright.

| would also like to say a special thank you to all of the women who sit on elected
school boards across the province for being a part of the only level of government at which
gender parity has been achieved.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Bedford.
POIRIER, NICOLE: COM. SERV. - THANKS

HON. KELLY REGAN: Mr. Speaker, I’d like to tell this House about a young
Bedford volunteer.

Nicole Poirier has been volunteering with St. Ignatius Religious Education for
many years. She’s patient and understanding with young children, and devotes
considerable time to preparing her lesson plans. She also has participated in church
fundraising events, volunteered as a server at Knights of Columbus dinners and pancake
suppers, and at Feed Nova Scotia.

Nicole has been awarded a Toastmaster Youth Leadership Certificate, and last year
St. Ignatius honoured her for her volunteer work - and I'd like to thank her as well today.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings North.
FUDGE, FELIX: COMPETITOR, MASTERCHEF CANADA - BEST WISHES

MR. JOHN LOHR: Mr. Speaker, Felix Fudge is a native of Kentville who enjoys
cooking, and he’s good at it. In fact, Mr. Speaker, he’s so good at it he’s earned a spot on
the upcoming season of MasterChef Canada.

Although he can’t make fudge, Felix does make a mean fish and chips, which he
chose as his audition meal. The dish featured beer-battered Atlantic cod with shoestring
chips and tartar sauce.

Mr. Speaker, I wish this young man all the best on the upcoming season of
MasterChef Canada, and thank him for representing our small part of the province on the
world stage.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Colchester North.
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TUCKER, GERRY:
RECIPIENT, GOVERNOR GENERAL’S SOVEREIGN MEDAL - THANKS

HON. KAREN CASEY: Mr. Speaker, Gerry Tucker from Valley, Colchester
North, a retired member of the RCMP recently received the Governor General’s -
Sovereign’s Medal for Volunteers. This award recognizes exceptional accomplishments of
volunteers by honouring their dedication and commitment.

Tucker has been a member of the Royal Canadian Legion during his 40-year career
with the RCMP. His other volunteer activities are varied and numerous: He has taught
shooting skills to cadets; volunteered with minor hockey; initiated an effort to collect
clothing for underprivileged children; and raised thousands of dollars for Special Olympics
in Nova Scotia.

He became involved in the Forensic Identification Unit, and in 2000 he volunteered,
as a United Nations Peacekeeper, to go to Kosovo, where thousands of ethnic cleansing
deaths were occurring. In 2004, following the devastating tsunami, he was asked to go to
Thailand, where he was placed in charge of Forensic Identification. Amid all of the
devastation, being able to give some comfort to people by helping to find their loved ones
was gratifying.

Let’s say a thank you to Gerry Tucker for his contributions to humanity, both here
and abroad.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Northside-Westmount.
MACLEAN, BARBARA (SYDNEY MINES): DEATH OF - TRIBUTE

MR. EDDIE ORRELL: Mr. Speaker, I rise today to remember Barbara MacLean,
who worked for 18 years at the Martha Hollett Memorial Library in Sydney Mines.

Barbara worked up until the day before she passed. The library was her life, and
she always wanted to attract young people to the library and felt the library was a meeting
place in the community. The enthusiasm and love Barbara exhibited for her library, and all
those who came through the doors, is legendary.

I’d like to take this opportunity to recognize Barbara MacLean for the difference
she’s made in the community. She will definitely be missed.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Hants East.
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BOYD, LUKE/CLASSIFIED (ENFIELD):
RURAL RESIDENT - RECOGNIZE

HON. MARGARET MILLER: Mr. Speaker, East Hants is proud to claim this
remarkable young talent as their own. Luke Boyd was born in Enfield and resides there
still, despite his phenomenal global success as the rapper Classified. As Classified, Luke
holds true the value of rural living, even though it belies the stereotypical lifestyle of the
music genre he loves, and those values show up in the lyrics of his songs and speak to
common daily scenarios of a family man.

His passion and talents have been recognized, and Classified’s album, Hitch Hikin'
Music, is considered to be one of the greatest Canadian rap albums of all time. He is a Juno
award winner and a multiple Much Music Top Video recipient, and now, as the owner of
Half Life records, supports other new artists. Yet, on a visit to our area you may see this
musical star joining other parents waiting for their kids after school.

I would like to recognize Mr. Luke Boyd - Classified, as he is known - for his talents
and for treasuring and appreciating the joys and the value of our rural area.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cumberland North.

LAUREIJS, CHRISTELINDA:
WINNER, NOURISH N.S. FOOD AND FILM CONTEST - CONGRATS.

MS. ELIZABETH SMITH-MCCROSSIN: Mr. Speaker, today | would like to
recognize Christelinda Laureijs, an Amherst home-school student.

She was a recent youth winner in the Nourish Nova Scotia Food and Film contest,
and she received a $500 prize. Instead of keeping her prize, she donated it to NSCC’s
Cumberland Urgent Aid Fund. This helps students at NSCC not lose focus, by eating
healthy during their studies. She wanted to educate students about how to make healthy
choices to empower themselves. It’s great to see someone like her be passionate about
healthy choices at such a young age.

It is a pleasure to congratulate her on winning the Nourish Nova Scotia Food and
Film Contest, and to salute her and her selfless dedication to other students.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings West.
PARKER, MICHELLE: SAFETY ADVOCATE - COMMEND
HON. LEO GLAVINE: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recognize Michelle Parker who

serves as the Kings County Senior Safety Coordinator for her role in organizing the
Community Shred-it event, held on March 12",



THUR., MAR. 22, 2018 ASSEMBLY DEBATES 3077

For the past 10 years, Michelle Parker has hosted Community Shred-it events, in
partnership with the RCMP, to raise awareness about identity theft - one of the fastest-
growing crimes in North America. Members of the public are invited to bring documents
with sensitive information to be disposed of safely and securely to reduce the occurrence
of fraud.

In recognition of March as Fraud Awareness Month, | would like to take this
opportunity to commend Michelle Parker on a decade of Community Shred-it events, in
addition to showing my appreciation for the compassion, care, advocacy, and excellent
service she provides to the citizens of Kings County in her capacity as Senior Safety
Coordinator.

Credit is also due to Constable Kelli Gaudet of the RCMP for her significant
partnership in the event.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cole Harbour-Eastern Passage
SEASIDE FM: RADIO-THON FUNDRAISER - THANKS

MS. BARBARA ADAMS: Today I would like to recognize Seaside FM Radio
105.9.

Each March the annual radio-thon that the host begins with a meet and greet,
welcoming everyone to our community. The radio-thon runs from March 16" to March
25" for this non-profit organization. It is a major fundraiser in our community and we rely
heavily on our participants in the community to support us.

Broadcasting from Eastern Passage, Seaside FM draws mature listeners from near
and far to the sounds of easy listening.

| want to express my gratitude for the hard work, dedication, and service that the
station and all who contribute to it bring to the Cole Harbour-Eastern Passage constituency
and beyond.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Preston-Dartmouth
DUNCAN, DOUG - PASTOR, BAPTIST CHURCH: COM. SERV. - RECOGNIZE

HON. KEITH COLWELL: Mr. Speaker, I’d like to recognize Pastor Doug Duncan
of the Lake Echo Fellowship Baptist Church for his work in our community since 2013 as

a dedicated servant enriching the lives of others.

He led a service program at the Ross Road School that involved other churches in
supplying Christmas dinner for the whole school; he has provided leadership in
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encouraging seniors of the church to reach out to the community with free luncheons to
other seniors; and he recently led a group to help the Mineville Community Association
reconnect an ice rink framework at a local park.

| applaud and recognize Pastor Doug Duncan for his ongoing work to inspire others
to give their time, talents, and energy to improve the lives of others in our community.

[12:30 p.m.]
MR SPEAKER: The honourable member for Queens-Shelburne.

QUEENS CO. BLADES SKATING CLUB:
HOSTS, ATL. SYNCHRONIZED SKATING CHAMPIONSHIPS - CONGRATS.

MS. KIM MASLAND: I rise today to recognize the Queens County Blades skating
club, which from January 26" to 28" hosted the 2018 Atlantic Synchronized Skating
Championships.

Mr. Speaker, 275 skaters from across Atlantic Canada amazed the crowds at
Queens Place Emera Centre in Liverpool with their precision manoeuvres to music. The
competition not only provided developmental and competitive experience for participants
but also gave the host club the opportunity to showcase everything their community has to
offer. At a normally quiet time of the year, the success of the championship brought an
economic boost to the area.

I would like to congratulate competition chair Melissa Robinson and the entire
Blades organization on a wonderful event and applaud them for their community pride and
passion for excellence in their sport.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Clare-Digby.
PUBLIC LIBRARIES: VITAL COM. CTRS. - RECOGNIZE

MR. GORDON WILSON: I would like to recognize the efforts of the staff of our
public libraries to promote literacy and greater use of our libraries. At a time when many
of us have access to much information through the Internet, we may consider the role of
libraries in our lives as being lessened.

At the Isaiah W. Wilson Memorial Library in Digby, as in all branches of the
Western Counties Regional Library, the staff is constantly re-evaluating and adding new
services and programs, hoping to engage people. This past Fall, the Digby library had a
sale of surplus books to raise funds for the library and introduce book buyers to the services
and programs of the library. Just a few examples of these activities in Digby include
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LEGO/DUPLO Fun Nights, wellness awareness lunches, Get Cyber Small Sessions, or
Story Time for Tots.

Our libraries remain community centres where people can learn, get informed, and
have some fun.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou Centre.

CALLAGHAN, EVAN:
RECIPIENT, UNIV. GOLF SCHOLARSHIP - BEST WISHES

HON. PAT DUNN: Evan Callaghan, a talented young competitive golfer from
Pictou County, recently received a university golf scholarship.

He is presently attending a Minnesota prep school and has committed to play golf
next season for Grand View University in Idaho. Grand View is a participating school in
the National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics. Evan’s brother Ben, also an
accomplished golfer, attends the same prep school in Minnesota.

Evan is looking forward to a higher level of competition within the university ranks.
With an aspiring and successful career already added to his resumé, Callaghan expects to
continue to increase his proficient play under the direction of university coach Chris
Winkel. Evan posted a victory last October in Florida while he represented his school and
took individual honours in a tournament.

I would like all members of the Legislature to join me in wishing Evan great success
as he continues his academic and golf career.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Needham.

DRILLING/EXPLORATION ON SCOTIAN SHELF:
ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDS - THANKS

MS. LISA ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, on this World Water Day, | want to recognize
the efforts of the Campaign to Protect Offshore Nova Scotia and the Council of Canadians
to further public debate and discussion around offshore drilling and the risks of deep-water
exploration on the Scotian Shelf. The Scotian Shelf is an incredibly important area for
lobster and other fisheries, as it is where larval lobster are found in greatest abundance.

Following successful town halls Tuesday night in Halifax and last night in
Shelburne, the tour continues tonight in Lunenburg and features the author of Black Tide,
a book about the Deepwater Horizon disaster in the Gulf of Mexico.
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In Nova Scotia, we tend to take our amazing coastline and the ocean environment
beyond it for granted. I’'m grateful to the many volunteers and fisheries organizations that
remind us that it’s our job to protect the environment that we are part of and rely on.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Guysborough-Eastern Shore-
Tracadie.

ANDERSON, BURNS - CONSTABLE, RCMP: COM. SAFETY - THANKS

HON. LLOYD HINES: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to applaud the actions of
Constable Burns Anderson of the RCMP detachment in Canso, Nova Scotia.

Burns and his wife were on vacation in Queens County this past summer when they
encountered a car driving erratically toward them. As the car approached, Anderson could
see that the driver appeared intoxicated. Because of the intermittent cell reception on the
road, he was unable to call 911 to get uniformed officers to respond.

He decided to stay behind the car, but the driver was getting dangerously close to a
parking area where, earlier, there had been children running about. Burns saw his chance
when the car slowed enough that he was able to open the door, reach across the driver, and
put the car in park. He then identified himself as a police officer and stopped what could
have been a life-threatening situation from occurring.

Mr. Speaker, with great humility, I would like to thank Officer Burns Anderson for
his astute reasoning and a well-timed reaction that allowed him to control this potentially
tragic situation.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou West.
MALCOLM, SUSAN: RETIREMENT - GRATITUDE

MS. KARLA MACFARLANE: Mr. Speaker, today | wish to bring attention to
Susan Malcolm, who is retiring after an impressive and successful 20-year career with the
Aberdeen Health Foundation.

Susan has played a central role in the tremendous achievements of the foundation,
which was established to support the Aberdeen Hospital’s fundamental mission to provide
quality health care to those in need by providing continuing and coordinated financial
support. Susan is a caring, collaborative and compassionate individual who builds strong
relationships with all stakeholders. Her expertise, enthusiasm and devoted service has left
the foundation in a position of strength going forward.
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Myself and the people of Pictou County are incredibly grateful for the hard work
Susan has done to improve local health care services and to make our community a better
place.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Armdale.
MEGAN, CASSIDY: FOUNDER, PURPLE DAY FOR EPILEPSY - CONGRATS.

HON. LENA DIAB: Mr. Speaker, I’'m pleased to rise today to bring awareness to
epilepsy, a condition of the brain that affects the nervous system and impacts so many
individuals and families across our province and the world. | want to recognize Purple Day,
anow international day celebrated on March 26", focused on raising awareness of epilepsy.

On March 3", 1 attended the Purple Day gala in support of the Epilepsy Association
of Nova Scotia. This year’s gala was a particularly special one as | was pleased to present
the proclamation recognizing March 2018 as Epilepsy Awareness Month in Nova Scotia.

I would like to thank our own Cassidy Megan for creating the idea of Purple Day
10 years ago. Her idea has garnered international attention and helped to spread epilepsy
awareness across the globe. For her efforts Cassidy was honoured with this year’s Diana
Award presented to her by the Lieutenant Governor.

| congratulate Cassidy Megan and the Epilepsy Association on Purple Day’s
success and thank the organizers and remind all to wear purple on March 26,

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cape Breton-Richmond.

DR. KINGSTON B. MEM. COM. HEALTH CTR.:
COLLABORATIVE CARE - CONGRATS.

MS. ALANA PAON: Mr. Speaker, today | rise to acknowledge the Dr. Kingston
B. Memorial Community Health Centre in L’ Ardoise. The services provided at this clinic
are an excellent example of a collaborative practice - home to two doctors, one full-time
family practice nurse and a part-time dietitian. They are currently in the process of hiring
a part-time social worker.

Mr. Speaker, the clinic makes home visits, provides education classes in the
community regarding healthy living and chronic disease management, in addition to well
women and well babies clinics. This is a true community health centre, a collaborative
practice where the patient is seen by the person who will provide the best treatment for
their needs.

| would like to congratulate the Dr. Kingston B. Memorial Community Health
Centre for the progressive model of health care delivery and excellence in service.
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MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Timberlea-Prospect.
DEVANNEY, CHRISTOPHER: DOC. FILM SERIES - CONGRATS.

HON. IAIN RANKIN: Mr. Speaker, | would like to recognize filmmaker
Christopher DeVanney of Prospect. Christopher’s stunning cinematography is so well
suited to capturing the dramatic landscape of Prospect where the land meets the sea and
history meets the future.

Christopher is a proud Prospector with deep family roots in the village he calls
home. His film honours the stories and memories of the village’s rich history. He partnered
with fellow Prospector and local genealogist Nathaniel Smith, who shared his extensive
genealogical research to create the Prospect Village Tales, a documentary series that will
be aired on Eastlink TV.

I’d like the members of the House of Assembly to join me in congratulating
Christopher and thanking him for sharing the history and beauty of this special part of Nova
Scotia.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth East.
BROWN, JEFF - CST., HFX. REG. POLICE: COM. SERV. - INSPIRING

MR. TIM HALMAN: Mr. Speaker, | have spoken before about my deep respect for
first responders. Today | rise to honour Halifax Regional Police East Division Community
Relations Officer Constable Jeff Brown. Since getting elected, developing a friendship with
Constable Brown has not been a difficult task. Not only does he attend every event in the
community of Dartmouth East but he actively participates.

Constable Jeff Brown’s desire to improve his community extends far past his duties
as a police office. He acts in a proactive way, fully utilizing the power of the elected
officials in his district to help the community he serves.

| am very proud to work closely with Constable Brown and ask all members of the
House to acknowledge his unending determination to improve the community of
Dartmouth East.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sydney-Whitney Pier.

PAUL, CHIEF TERRY (MEMBERTOU): RECIPIENT, FRANK MCKENNA
AWARD - LEADERSHIP

HON. DEREK MOMBOURQUETTE: Mr. Speaker, a few weeks ago | rose in my
place to congratulate Chief Terry Paul of Membertou as a new recipient of the Order of
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Canada. Today | rise again to recognize Chief Paul for his induction in receiving the
McKenna Award, which is awarded to outstanding Atlantic Canadians who make
outstanding contributions to public policy.

Chief Paul has been the Chief and CEO of Membertou Corporate for almost 34
years and has taken a community in annual deficits, now with an operating budget each
year of over $112 million. He is a true advocate for our island and economic prosperity for
the community of Membertou and our island and for all First Nations communities.

Mr. Speaker, | rise in my place again today to thank Chief Paul for his outstanding
leadership and the Membertou Council for their vision in making Membertou as prosperous
of a community as it is and supporting all of Cape Breton Island.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cole Harbour-Eastern Passage.

FRIENDS OF MCNABS ISLAND SOC.:
MAINTENANCE/CLEANUP - THANKS

MS. BARBARA ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, today | would like to recognize the
Friends of McNab’s Island Society. McNabs and Lawlor Islands Provincial Park is located
at the mouth of the Halifax Harbour, but I can see it from my constituency office. The
islands have a rich history, which spans from French fishing villages and defence forts to
McNab’s family farms.

The island hosts many picnics and social activities. In the 1920s, Bill Lynch bought
a piece of land on McNabs Island and created the Bill Lynch shows. Today the island is
home to many beautiful walking trails.

It was 1990 when the Friends of McNabs Island Society became a registered
charity. The society gladly maintains the trails and takes on cleanup events every year. The
2017 cleanup yielded 500 bags of garbage and recyclables, and year to date they have
gathered up 13,000 bags.

I’d also like to thank the member for Halifax Atlantic, who is working in
partnership with me to help the Friends of McNabs Island grow and expand their services.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Timberlea-Prospect on an
introduction.

HON. IAIN RANKIN: Mr. Speaker, | would like the members of the House to
direct their attention to the east gallery, where we have with us today my hard-working
constituency assistant, Barb Allen, who I consider my partner in constituency matters. We
also have with us a new co-op student in our office, Anna Gaudet, a student from Halifax
West High School.
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They’re both here to watch the proceedings and the entertainment during Question
Period. If you would rise and receive the warm welcome of the House. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Fairview-Clayton Park.
2"d FAIRVIEW SCOUTS TROOP: PANCAKE SUPPER - RECOGNIZE

HON. PATRICIA ARAB: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recognize the 2" Fairview
Scout troop for hosting a successful pancake supper last month. This group is an active part
of our community and most recently hosted this wonderful meal. All members from
Beavers, Cubs, and Scouts were tasked with the setup, the cooking, the cleanup - all aspects
of the event - and they did so with the help of their supportive leaders and parents.

The Fairview United Church graciously allowed the Scouts to host their pancake
supper at this venue, and the event was attended by many in the community. In particular,
the Beavers were really cute. They were so sweet.

| ask the members of this House to join me in recognizing the 2" Fairview Scouts
for organizing this amazing event and for all they do for our community.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou East.

E. PICTOU SILVER BLADES:
AWARD WINNERS, ROB MCCALL MEM. COMPETITION - CONGRATS.

MR. TIM HOUSTON: Mr. Speaker, today I’'m proud to report that once again the
skaters from the East Pictou Silver Blades participated in the Rob McCall Memorial
Competition in East Hants and brought home some hardware. Ariel Ferris received bronze
in the Star 3 category and Jessica Arnold got gold in Star 2, while Adelle Thomsen and
Ella Macintyre both received silver in Star 2 events.

During the Winter Olympics we watched champions who started in small rinks all
around the world. These young skaters, along with others from their club, will soon be
competing in the STARSKkate provincial championships. | want to congratulate them on
their excellent showing so far and wish them well moving forward.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Waverly-Fall River-Beaver Bank.
TURTLEBACK TAP AND GRILL: 1 YR. IN BUS. - CONGRATS.
MR. BILL HORNE: Mr. Speaker, | would like to congratulate the owners and
employees of Turtleback Tap & Grill in Fall River on their one-year anniversary. Co-

owners Jaro Schubert and Darren Scott are very pleased with the community support that
local residents have given them.
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With 20 employees, the Turtleback has a relaxing atmosphere where local residents
can have a great meal and a drink without leaving the community. The restaurant plans to
celebrate with a customer appreciation night, bringing back Sackville’s Jon Cyr, who
played at the grand opening.

Congratulations to Jaro and Darren on the one-year anniversary of their business.
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Northside-Westmount.

WOMEN’S WEDNESDAYS (HIGHER GROUNDS CAFE, N. SYDNEY):
CELEBRATING SUCCESS - SALUTE

MR. EDDIE ORRELL: Mr. Speaker, I rise today to congratulate Gail Holdner and
Shirley Dalton for the creation of Women’s Wednesday at Higher Grounds Café in North
Sydney. Women’s Wednesdays are an opportunity for women to share their stories,
provide support to one another, and inspire one another, with a feature presenter and a
feature musician. Food and celebration are part of each event.

| would like to take this opportunity to salute this ever-increasing number of
interested women who have brought their stories of success in life and business to this
community.

[12:45 p.m.]
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Atlantic.
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY: BLDG. HOMES AND COMS. - CONGRATS.

MR. BRENDAN MAGUIRE: Mr. Speaker, on January 23, | had the honour of
presenting house keys to the Nowe and Martin families at the latest Habitat for Humanity
Key Ceremony. There’s no better feeling than seeing families open the door to their new
home, knowing that they now have a safe, healthy, and affordable place that they can raise
their family.

Habitat provides no down payment, zero interest mortgages to families, making it
possible for them to afford a house of their own. In return, the owners work alongside
volunteers providing 500 hours of sweat equity. Habitat for Humanity is now planning a
95-home community in the Spryfield area.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to congratulate the Nowe and Martin families and Habitat
for Humanity, and all of the volunteers for providing home ownership opportunities for
hard-working Nova Scotians. | look forward to the new Habitat for Humanity community
in Spryfield, and the opportunities to provide to the families in the community who thought
home ownership was only a dream.
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MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Queens-Shelburne.

LABRADOR, TODD:
RECIPIENT, INDIGENOUS ARTIST RECOG. AWARD - BEST WISHES

MS. KIM MASLAND: Mr. Speaker, in November, Queens County self-taught
artist Todd Labrador received the Indigenous Artist Recognition Award as part of the
Interplay Creative Nova Scotia Awards.

Mr. Labrador is perhaps best known for creating beautiful birchbark canoes and
wigwams, and last summer the 150 Forward Fund: Birchbark Apprenticeship Program took
place under his guidance. As a seventh-generation canoe builder, he works hard and is
committed to keeping old traditions alive and raising awareness about his culture.

I would like to acknowledge and congratulate Mr. Labrador on this well-deserved
recognition, and thank him for all he does as an ambassador for Nova Scotia and for the
Mi’kmaq Nation. I wish him much success in the future as he works to preserve his
heritage.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Chester-St. Margaret’s.

OUR HEALTH CTR. ASSOC. (CHESTER):
NEW WALK-IN CLINIC - CONGRATS.

MR. HUGH MACKAY: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to congratulate Our Health Care
Centre Association, located in Chester, for the new walk-in clinic slated to open on April
1% of this year.

The walk-in clinic will provide access to health care for residents of our service
area who do not currently have a family doctor, for seasonal residents, of which we have
many, for visitors and people who need medical care outside of their family physician’s
usual working hours. We have four physicians who will work at the OHC and there will be
no cost to the patient, unless they ask for services not covered by MSI.

The walk-in clinic will be managed by the OHC Association, not the Nova Scotia
Health Authority; however, the Health Authority will be helping with logistical issues, like
sterilizing equipment and transfer of specimens to the lab in Bridgewater.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the members of this Legislature to join me in congratulating the
board of the OHC and of the NSHA, for working together to provide this important service
for the people of Chester.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cape Breton-Richmond.
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GRANDPARENTS: CAREGIVERS - FUNDING REQUIRED

MS. ALANA PAON: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to acknowledge the role of
grandparents as caregivers. For circumstances beyond their control, and in an effort to keep
families together, grandparents often take on the responsibility of caring for their
grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, | was recently told a story by a 59-year-old woman who, on a fixed
income, cares for her grandson. Affordable housing, appropriate levels of funding, access
to social programs, and acknowledgement of family structures need to be taken into
account when grandparents on fixed incomes continue their role as caregivers.

Mr. Speaker, | raise this issue today in order to bring the plight of grandparents to
the Legislature, with the hope that the appropriate ministers take notice and begin the steps
to ensure grandparents as caregivers are acknowledged and funded accordingly.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Hammonds Plains-Lucasville.

LUCASVILLE GREENWAY TRAIL COMM.:
FUNDRAISING EFFORTS - THANKS

MR. BEN JESSOME: Mr. Speaker, today I’d like to recognize the Lucasville
Greenway Walking/Biking Trail Committee. Led by Cindy Lucas and John Young, this
committee began working to build a trail in Lucasville in 2015. This committee of
volunteers raised funds to hire a local consultant to develop a Greenway vision on how to
connect their communities by way of active transportation.

They want to build a connection to join Lucasville, Hammonds Plains, and Lower
Sackville, and strengthen the connections within the community in Waterstone, Kingswood
North, and Timber Trails. They believe residents will benefit from active transportation
and recreational trail connections for health, pedestrian, and cyclist safety, creating
community connections and increasing tourism.

They hold regular wing nights, Mr. Speaker, to raise funds and awareness for their
cause, an event | am comfortable being on record saying I enjoy. | would ask all members
of the House to please join me in thanking the committee for their work towards this vision
and to provide the community with active transportation.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou Centre.

SIM, HUGH (PICTOU CO.): HOCKEY ATHLETE - RECOGNIZE

HON. PAT DUNN: Mr. Speaker, when people talk hockey around Pictou County,
the conversation often delves into the very successful career of Hugh Sim.
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After completion of his high school hockey, he laced up for the New Glasgow
Bombers Junior Club in the Metro Valley League and on to the Saint Mary’s Huskies in
university ranks.

He began coaching after his university days in P.E.l., with Bantam AAA and
Midget AAA teams going to the Nationals in Ontario and the Air Canada tournaments the
following year.

Following his transfer to New Glasgow, Hugh enjoyed a banner year coaching the
Pictou AAA Atom Club to the provincial championship.

Two of his sons, Mike and Jon, played a major role in the team’s success. Mike
went on to play junior and university hockey, and Jon played in the National Hockey
League, winning the Stanley Cup with the Dallas Stars. His third son, Andrew, played goal
and reached university ranks.

Hugh Sim had an amazing and fulfilling hockey career.
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Lunenburg.

TRETHEWEY, ADAM - RCN:
RECIPIENT, QUILT OF VALOUR - CONGRATS.

MS. SUZANNE LOHNES-CROFT: The Quilts of Valour - Canada Society is a
registered charity that delivers quilts to past and present members of the Armed Forces.
Quilts of comfort are made by quilters across the country to honour the service and
commitment of members of the Armed Forces and are presented to those who incur an
injury while deployed.

I would like to recognize Adam Trethewey of New Germany, who was presented
with a Quilt of Valour at the New Germany Rural High School Remembrance Day
ceremony, which | attended.

Adam is a former seaman in the Canadian Navy who was assaulted while off duty
during a posting in B.C. He incurred a traumatic brain injury, causing him to stay a month
in hospital in B.C., followed by six months of rehabilitation in Halifax.

Mr. Speaker, | would ask that you, and all members of this House of Assembly,
please join me in congratulating Adam on receiving his Quilt of VValour and thank him and
all members of the Armed Forces for their service to our country.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cumberland North.
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CAMPBELL, KIM:
PAY IT FORWARD PANTRY (AMHERST) - RECOGNIZE

MS. ELIZABETH SMITH-MCCROSSIN: Mr. Speaker, today | would like to
recognize the Pay It Forward Pantry in Amherst.

Mr. Kim Campbell started the project up to enhance, improve, and beautify the
community. This is a purely community-based project with no outside funding. It
represents the spirit and good nature of our small community.

Anyone can donate food to the Pantry and anyone can use food from the Pantry.
The project has only been up and running since October 2017, but the residents are using
it and contributing to it greatly.

This is just one small example of a community coming together for positive change.
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Clayton Park West.

ABOUELELA, JUMANA/YAZBEK, YARA:
HFX. W. HS WAKE-A-THON - YOUTH LEADERSHIP

MS. RAFAH DICOSTANZO: Mr. Speaker, | would like to recognize two
incredible young ladies who are promoting community involvement in their school.

Jumana Abouelela and Yara Yazbek are the executive liaisons to the community
involvement committee at Halifax West High School. Their committee organized the 14%"
Annual Wake-a-Thon in support of the Brunswick Street Mission and Ronald McDonald
House. Proceeds also help students at Halifax West who are unable to meet their basic
needs. Jumana and Yara also coordinated a large group of students to prepare and serve
meals at the Brunswick Street Mission.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that the House of Assembly join me in applauding these
outstanding young leaders for their dedication to helping those less fortunate.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Needham.

SAMPSON, LANCE:
WINNER, CBC SEARCHLIGHT COMPETITION - CONGRATS.

MS. LISA ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, | want to recognize the success of Halifax’s
Lance Sampson, a.k.a. aquakultre, who was just named the winner of CBC’s 2018
Searchlight Competition.
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Mr. Sampson’s story should be made into a Nova Scotia-made film. He picked up
a guitar while he was incarcerated at Springhill for convictions related to drug trafficking.
Now, with national attention for his original music that mixes rap with soulful R&B
singing, Sampson continues to prioritize his day job, working as a plumber, which he vows
to continue until he gets his Red Seal. He’ll have to take some time off, though, to perform
at the Junos.

Please join me in congratulating Lance Sampson and wish him well.
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings South.

MCMULLEN, GLENN:
SOUND OF POP, 10 YRS. IN BUS. - CONGRATS.

MR. KEITH IRVING: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recognize the tremendous
success that entrepreneur Glenn McMullen has achieved over the past decade with his
music publishing & master/sync representation company, Sound of Pop.

Glenn bought Sound of Pop in 2008. Since then, the Wolfville-based business has
received a long list of accolades, including Music Nova Scotia’s nomination for Company
of the Year and multiple East Coast Music Awards nominations spanning several
categories. Sound of Pop has been nominated for Company of the Year at the East Coast
Music Awards again this year.

Sound of Pop represents over 1,000 songs in a one-stop capacity for sync
representation and/or publishing, and tracks have been heard in television programs,
movies, and video games in Canada and abroad.

| invite all members of the Nova Scotia House of Assembly to join me in
congratulating Glenn McMullen on 10 years of successful operation of Sound of Pop.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou East.

ROSS, BRAYDEN:
SUPPORT FROM LOCAL HOCKEY PLAYERS - INITIATIVE

MR. TIM HOUSTON: Brayden Ross was an assistant captain for North Nova
Education Centre’s hockey team before he was benched by leukemia.

Recently, local players raised $1,000 from a ball hockey tournament that will go
towards Brayden’s treatment costs over the next several months. My hat is off to these
young players for their initiative in helping their teammate with fundraising and for raising
awareness about leukemia.
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Brayden needs bone marrow, and he’s having trouble finding a donor. A simple
cheek swab can determine a potential donor, and | encourage Nova Scotians to submit to
that cheek swab. Hopefully, we can find a donor and a match for Brayden.

As a hockey dad, I’'m proud of the sportsmanship and maturity of the young men
in supporting one of their own, and | wish Brayden a successful treatment and a full
recovery. We’re praying for you, Brayden.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Lunenburg West.

TEAM DEAGLE (BRIDGEWATER):
WINNERS, TRAVELLERS CURLING CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS - CONGRATS.

HON. MARK FUREY: Last Fall, a skilled men’s curling team from the
Bridgewater Curling Club represented Nova Scotia at the Travelers Curling Club
Championship held in Kingston, Ontario.

Team Deagle comprised of skip Nick Deagle, third Jason van VVonderen, second
Rob Phillips, and lead Ryan Sperry made it to quarterfinal play where they were defeated
by Team Alberta. Friends and family were all able to watch games and cheer from home
watching via live stream, and I’m confident Team Deagle knew how much support they
had going into the tournament.

Please help me congratulate Team Deagle for their success in the Travelers Curling
Club Championship tournament. I’'m confident that this isn’t the last we’ll hear from this
team.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Preston-Dartmouth.

PROVO, KARDEISHA (N. PRESTON):
RECIPIENT, HORATIO ALGER CDN. SCHOLARSHIP - RECOGNIZE

HON. KEITH COLWELL: I would like to recognize Kardeisha Provo of North
Preston as a recent recipient of the prestigious $5,000 Horatio Alger Canadian scholarship.

This scholarship is awarded to a student who has demonstrated strength in
character, strong academics, and commitment to pursuing higher education. Kardeisha has
demonstrated presence as a student in Cole Harbour District High School and achieved this
significant recognition. She now joins the ranks of other exceptional individuals who have
received the $5,000 Horatio Alger Canadian scholarship. The individuals who receive the
scholarship must demonstrate a desire to contribute to the community and society.

| applaud Kardeisha Provo for outstanding achievement and wish her every success
in the future.
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MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Clare-Digby.

ANL. WALK OF LIGHTS, VINTAGE FARMS:
COM. FUNDRAISERS - RECOGNIZE

MR. GORDON WILSON: | would like to recognize the organizers of the 11
Annual Walk of Lights at Vintage Farms, a farm located just outside of Weymouth.

For the past 11 years, on an evening before Christmas, Vintage Farms has invited
the public to come to their farm and walk their lit trails. The visitors can also spend some
time around a bonfire or in a barn where they can enjoy some food, hot chocolate, and
music. For many people, the visit to Vintage Farms has become an annual family Christmas
tradition.

Prior to the night, volunteers have spent hours and hours getting the trails ready and
organizing the food for their guests. The trails are lit by hundreds of candles in mason jars
placed along the trails or hung in trees and shrubs.

Last Christmas, the volunteers outdid themselves, and the weather co-operated.
That night, there was a little wind and a little bit of snow. Over 550 people dropped in, and
more importantly, over $2,700 was raised for local charities.

MR. SPEAKER: I thank you very much for those thoughtful members’ statements
as we get ready for Oral Questions put by Members to Ministers.

[1:00 p.m.]
ORDERS OF THE DAY

ORAL QUESTIONS PUT BY MEMBERS TO MINISTERS

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Leader of the Official Opposition.

PREM.: ESSENTIAL SERVS. PLAN - TABLE

MS. KARLA MACFARLANE: Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Premier. Nova
Scotians know the health care system is in a crisis. Waiting lists that stretch actually into
years, hallway medicine, a doctor shortage - and we could go on and on.

People didn’t think it could get any worse, Mr. Speaker, but they are wrong. Many
Nova Scotians learned within the last 24 hours that they may soon experience the chaos
that a strike by 6,500 health care workers will bring. How long with the Premier allow the

threat of chaos and uncertainty to hang over the heads of Nova Scotians who want, who
need, and who deserve reliable health care?
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HON. STEPHEN MACNEIL (The Premier): Mr. Speaker, | look forward to
continuing the great relationship | have developed with our public sector unions to make
sure that we can live within our means and deliver the great services Nova Scotians can
expect. | know the health care workers will continue to work us to make sure we deliver
those services.

MS. MACFARLANE: Well that was such a short answer for such a crisis that we
are going to be in.

No one will disagree, Mr. Speaker, that health care is an absolutely essential
service, and in many cases accessing health care services in a timely manner is literally a
matter of life and death in this province. For Nova Scotians who wait in surgery, or with
complicated health conditions, the possibility of a strike will bring concern and anxiety.

Will the Premier table the details of the essential services health care plan today, so
that Nova Scotians can understand how a potential strike will impact them further in this
province?

THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, as the honourable member would know, we were
the first government in the history of this province to actually call health care an essential
service. When we put a bill before this House, the honourable member voted against it,
including the entire Party. The four bargaining units in health care assured all members of
this House they could bring us essential service legislation and they don’t have the right to
strike, quite frankly, until they deliver it.

Unfortunately, if we had left it the way the honourable member would have wanted
it, this heal