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House of Assembly
Nova Scotia

HALIFAX, WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7, 2018
Sixty-third General Assembly
First Session
1:00 P.M.

SPEAKER
Hon. Kevin Murphy

DEPUTY SPEAKERS
Mr. Chuck Porter, Ms. Suzanne Lohnes-Croft

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. Just before we begin with the daily routine, the
topic for late debate tonight at the moment of interruption, as submitted by the honourable
member for Dartmouth North is:

Therefore be it resolved that the Government of Nova Scotia and its Department of
Community Services failed Abdoul Abdi by not assisting him in gaining Canadian
citizenship while under their care and should, therefore, immediately enact policy to ensure
the department seeks to obtain citizenship, in a timely fashion, for children in their care.

The late debate tonight, as submitted by the honourable member for Dartmouth
North.

The honourable Minister of Education and Early Childhood Development.
HON. ZACH CHURCHILL: On an introduction, Mr. Speaker?

MR. SPEAKER: On an introduction, permission granted.
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MR. CHURCHILL: I very much would like to bring the attention of the House to
the Speaker’s Gallery where we are joined by a prestigious dignitary from our neighbouring
province of New Brunswick.

I’d like to introduce the House to the Minister of Education and Early Childhood
Development under the Government of Premier Brian Gallant, Brian Kenny, who is here
today. If the House could join me in welcoming him it would be really appreciated. Good
to see you, minister, thank you. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: We will begin the daily routine.

PRESENTING AND READING PETITIONS

PRESENTING REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Clare-Digby.

MR. GORDON WILSON: Mr. Speaker, as the Vice-Chairman of the Committee
on Law Amendments, | am directed to report that the committee has met and considered
the following bills:

Bill No. 52 - Motor Vehicle Act.

Bill No. 66 - Volunteer Services Act.

and the committee recommends these bills to the favourable consideration of the House,
with certain amendments.

MR. SPEAKER: Ordered that these bills be referred to the Committee of the Whole
House on Bills.

TABLING REPORTS, REGULATIONS AND OTHER PAPERS
STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS
GOVERNMENT NOTICES OF MOTION

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Finance and Treasury Board.
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RESOLUTION NO. 1004

HON. KAREN CASEY:: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall:

(1) read and table the message from His Honour, the Lieutenant Governor,
transmitting the Estimates of Sums required for the Province of Nova Scotia for the fiscal
year ending March 31, 2019, for the consideration of this House;

(2) table the Estimate Books;

(3) table the Government Business Plans;

(4) table the Crown Corporation Business Plans;

(5) table the Estimate and Crown Corporation Business Plans resolutions;

(6) deliver my Budget Speech; and

(7) move that the Estimates of Sums required for the service of the province for the
fiscal year ending March 31, 2019, being Supply to be granted to Her Majesty, and the

Crown Corporation Business Plans be referred to the Committee of the Whole on Supply.

Mr. Speaker, for the information of the House, the budget will be presented on
March 20, 2018.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Finance and Treasury Board.

HON. KAREN CASEY: Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage
without debate - I don’t have to do that.

MR. SPEAKER: You don’t have to do that? Fair enough. (Laughter)

[The Estimates are tabled.]

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Community Services.

HON. KELLY REGAN: Mr. Speaker, | beg leave to make an introduction.

MR. SPEAKER: Permission granted.

MS. REGAN: Mr. Speaker, | want to direct the members’ attention to the east

gallery where we’re joined today by a group of women who are indeed leaders in action
here in Halifax. They are Diverse Voices for Change, Halifax. They have been working
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with the Status of Women team on building a strong diversity focus for our upcoming
Campaign School for Women.

| would ask the women to please stand when | mention their names: Lorraine
Whitman, Nova Scotia Native Women’s Association; Ann Divine, Black and Immigrant
Women in Business Network; Rana Zaman, Immigrant/Migrant Women’s Association of
Halifax; Chanae Parsons, Nova Scotia Association of Black Social Workers; Huwaida
Medani from HRM; Shelley Fashen, Department of Health and Wellness; Donna
Standingready, the Mi’kmaq Native Friendship Centre; and Joanne Bond, Pat Gorham, and
Executive Director Stephanie Maclnnis-Langley, from the Status of Women Office.

| would ask members of this House to give them a warm welcome. (Standing
Ovation)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Community Services.
RESOLUTION NO. 1005

HON. KELLY REGAN: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas 2018 marks the centenary of the beginning of women’s enfranchisement
in Nova Scotia, and International Women’s Day on March 8" is a day to celebrate women’s
achievements and to take stock of our collective progress for women and girls in Nova
Scotia; and

Whereas over the past century women have made significant gains in how we are
able to shape our society - whether it be the struggle for the right to vote or striving for
equal pay, women have fought hard to overcome adversity; and

Whereas women are making an impact as leaders in action in Nova Scotia, and
there is still work to be done to move toward equality;

Therefore be it resolved that the members of the House of Assembly recognize
International Women’s Day tomorrow, on March 8, 2018, for the tremendous contributions
women have made in Nova Scotia.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.
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Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.
The honourable Minister of Health and Wellness.
RESOLUTION NO. 1006

HON. RANDY DELOREY: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day
I shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas March is Nutrition Month, a time for Nova Scotians to make informed
decisions about their food choices; and

Whereas the food we eat prevents disease, heals us, brings us together, and fuels
healthy communities; and

Whereas programs like Nourish Nova Scotia, the breakfast program, and the
Mobile Food Market are working to bring good nutritious food to children, families, and
seniors across Nova Scotia;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of the House of Assembly show their
support for Nutrition Month by encouraging their friends and family to make healthy food
choices.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Communities, Culture and Heritage.
RESOLUTION NO. 1007

HON. LEO GLAVINE: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:
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Whereas Bluenose Il Captain Phil Watson was presented with a 2018 Lifetime
Achievement Award by Tall Ships America at the 45" Annual Conference of Sail Training
and Tall Ships in New Orleans, Louisiana; and

Whereas the Lifetime Achievement Award is awarded to an individual who has
dedicated their life’s work to getting people to sea under sail, and who has worked to
preserve the traditions and skills of sail training; and

Whereas Captain Watson has served as the captain of the Bluenose 11 for the past
16 years, which is a replica of the original Bluenose, the 1921 Grand Banks fishing
schooner that won worldwide acclaim for its gracefulness and speed,

Therefore be it resolved that members of the House of Assembly congratulate
Captain Phil Watson of the Bluenose Il for receiving the Tall Ships America Lifetime
Achievement Award for promoting a greater Nova Scotia, and for his contributions to the
ship sailing community.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

[1:15 p.m.]
The honourable Minister of Immigration.

RESOLUTION NO. 1008

HON. LENA DIAB: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day I shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas one year ago this week the Atlantic Immigration Pilot was launched, an
innovative new program designed to help Nova Scotia employees fill persistent labour gaps
and grow their businesses; and

Whereas immigration is one way we are growing our provincial population and
helping Nova Scotia businesses succeed, which in turn is strengthening our economy; and
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Whereas since the program launched, 324 Nova Scotia businesses have been
designated to participate in the Atlantic Immigration Pilot and 325 potential employees
have been endorsed, and 52 people and their families already have permanent residency
through the pilot, and in the past two years we have welcomed 9,998 newcomers — the
highest number in our province’s history;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this Legislature join me in helping to
ensure that all Nova Scotian businesses are aware of the benefits of immigration and the
various immigration streams, including the Atlantic Immigration Pilot, which they can use
to help them fill persistent labour gaps - when our businesses succeed, we all succeed.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

Bill No. 81 - Entitled an Act to Amend Chapter 5 of the Acts of 1990. The
Children and Family Services Act. (Ms. Susan Leblanc)

MR. SPEAKER: Ordered that this bill be read a second time on a future day.
NOTICES OF MOTION

STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou West.

MACDONALD, AUSTIN:
BANDOLERO CAR RACING CHAMPION - RECOGNIZE

MS. KARLA MACFARLANE: Mr. Speaker, at 14 years old, Austin MacDonald
of Braeshore is an accomplished amateur athlete in automobile racing who exemplifies
dedication, professionalism, and fortitude. Since starting his career at 10 years old he has
been the 2014 Scotia Speedworld Bandolero Rookie of the Year; the 2015 Canadian Inex
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Bandit Bandolero Champion; the 2017 Canadian Inex Outlaw Bandolero Champion; and
he finished fifth in a field of 127 cars, internationally.

Unfortunately, in 2016, Austin was sidelined with a traumatic brain injury;
however, his passion for racing allowed him to return and win a Canadian Championship.
He also recently received two awards in February at the Speedway Club in North Carolina.

Austin has all of Pictou West and his pit crew supporting him.
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Clayton Park West.

MACLEOD, RENEE:
HFX. WEST HS SPORTS PROMOTIONS COMM. - COMMEND

MS. RAFAH DICOSTANZO: Mr. Speaker, | would like to recognize one of the
most dynamic students at Halifax West High School.

Reneé MacLeod is the executive liaison to the Sports Promotion Committee at
Halifax West. She has encouraged students to get active by organizing a wide variety of
activities each week, and | am pleased to report that participation has been at a record high.

Reneé has organized many intramural tournaments that take place in the gym and
draw large crowds of spectators; she also organized Sports Week and other fun activities
in the gym and in the cafeteria at lunch. In recognition of Women’s Month, I would like to
commend Reneé for helping to increase physical activity as part of health promotion at
Halifax West. We should all be encouraged to make physical activity a part of our daily
routine. Thank you Reneé.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cole Harbour-Eastern Passage.
SABINSKI, MAT: RUNNER - ACKNOWLEDGE
MS. BARBARA ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, we have a lot of local heroes today.

I would like to acknowledge Mat Sabinski. In 2012 Mat stood on the sidelines of
the first Maritime Race Weekend in Eastern Passage. Two Yyears later he ran the final three
kilometres of his wife’s half-marathon with her. This sparked an enthusiasm to do more
for himself and our community.

Running for a reason was important to Mat so he started fundraising with Team in
Training. This led to him starting a running club in Eastern Passage and then to become
the race director for the 25,000 km Moose Run. Mat volunteers with Maritime Race
Weekend and has completed both half marathon and marathon runs.
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Most recently, Mat completed a 365-day running streak that was 2,946 km in total.
The final was on a snowy day in Eastern Passage where he was joined by many runners
who ran down the street with him so he could celebrate with his community. Mat described
this achievement as the icing on the cake - probably that he didn’t eat at the end of the run.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth North.
ABDI, ABDOUL: STAY OF DEPORTATION - SUPPORT

MS. SUSAN LEBLANC: | stand today in solidarity with Abdoul Abdi, who is
currently facing a deportation order from the federal government.

Mr. Abdi came to Nova Scotia as a refugee from Somalia at the age of six. Shortly
after, he was taken into the care of the province and over several years was placed in 31
different foster homes and group homes. While in care, he lost his language and culture.
While the province acted as Mr. Abdi’s legal guardian, the Department of Community
Services failed to apply for and obtain Canadian citizenship for him and his sister Fatouma.

After he aged out of the child protection system, Abdi encountered issues with the
law and was incarcerated. He has now paid his debt to society and is working in Toronto,
but because he is not a Canadian citizen, he is now facing deportation to a country where
he does not speak the language, has no family and, in fact, is deemed so unsafe that Canada
advises that people do not travel there and if Canadians are there, they should leave
immediately.

Abdoul Abdi is a victim of a serious failure of the Nova Scotia Department of
Community Services and | urge all members to support the stay of deportation and to act
to ensure that this does not happen to anyone else.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings South.

ACADIA WOMEN’S BASKETBALL TEAM:
AUS CHAMPIONSHIP WINNERS - CONGRATS.

MR. KEITH IRVING: 1 rise today to proudly acknowledge the outstanding
performance of the Acadia Women’s Basketball team at the recent Atlantic University
Sport Championship tournament in Halifax. This exceptional team achieved a best-ever
regular season record of 18 and two, and was consistently ranked among the very best in
the country. They continued their winning ways in the AUS tournament, emerging
victorious in both of their games including a solid 80-58 win over the University of P.E.I.
in the finals to take home the championship banner for just the third time in 66 years.

| invite all members of the Nova Scotia House of Assembly to join me in
congratulating the Acadia Women’s Basketball team on winning the AUS Championship
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and in wishing them well as they represent the region at the National Championships in
Regina.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou East on an introduction.

MR. TIM HOUSTON: Seated in the gallery today, we have Mr. Paul Russell who
is the president of the Sackville-Cobequid PC Association. Please stand up and receive the
warm welcome of the House. He’s a dedicated community volunteer and a faithful political
watcher. Welcome, Paul. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Victoria-The Lakes.
COIG: ECMA AND JUNO AWARD NOMINEES - CONGRATS.

MR. KEITH BAIN: When someone has talent and a love of music and is able to
pass these traits along to an appreciative audience, the efforts do not go unnoticed. Such is
the case of Coig, a group consisting of Rachel Davis, Chrissy Crowley, Jason Roach, and
Darren McMullen.

They have recently been honoured with a Juno Award nomination in the Traditional
Roots Album of the Year category. Although the nomination has come as a surprise to the
group, they are no strangers at being recognized for their accomplishments. They recently
received a nomination in a similar category for the 2018 East Coast Music Awards.

| ask all members of the Legislature to congratulate Coig on their nomination for
the Juno award and wish them the very best, both at the Junos and in all their future
endeavours.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Needham.
JUDICIAL APPTS.: EQUITY-SEEKING GRPS. - REPRESENTED

MS. LISA ROBERTS: | wish to acknowledge a real accomplishment of this
government, one of which the Premier often boasts. In its appointments to the bench, the
Liberal Government has made real strides toward gender parity, equity, and diversity, and
it makes a difference. | happened to see a story about one afternoon in court this January.
I’1l table this story and encourage the Premier to read it in full.

It tells how a woman was sentenced by one of the government’s new appointees,
Judge Brinton. The writer, unnamed in the story, puts in brackets “a Black woman!!” Judge
Brinton, in sentencing the woman who had experienced significant trauma in her life, told
her she was like a diamond as everyone is - valuable inherently, and she said that when you
take a diamond and put it in a box, no one knows what is inside as it gets battered and
dusty, but it does not change the value of the diamond.
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The writer who is not named, but was writing for Black Nova Scotian News,
described this as a powerful, beautiful afternoon in court. To be continued.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Lunenburg West.

PIPPY, JONATHAN AND ROWSELL, ROBIN: EMERG. MED. SERV.
EXEMPLARY SERV. MEDALS (RECIPIENTS) - CONGRATS.

HON. MARK FUREY:: Mr. Speaker, the Emergency Medical Services Exemplary
Service Medals were handed out during a ceremony in November. Jonathan Pippy and
Robin Roswell of Bridgewater, were on hand at the ceremony, honouring their years of
service, their commitment to their profession, and the professionalism they bring to their
field.

| worked for many years hand-in-hand with our amazing paramedics, and have
witnessed first-hand how incredible this group of individuals are, to be able to perform
their duties, and the ability to adapt and adjust as the situation requires.

I’d like to congratulate Jonathan Pippy and Robin Roswell, as well as all
paramedics who received this amazing recognition, and thank them for the dedication to
their profession, and safety of all Nova Scotians.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth East.
NINE LOCKS BREWERY: 2"d ANNIV. - BEST WISHES

MR. TIM HALMAN: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to celebrate the 2" Anniversary of
Dartmouth East’s own Nine Locks Brewing Co. Earlier this year, I had the pleasure of
touring this brewery and meeting the owners, Danny and Shaun O’Hearn.

Danny and Shaun have been making their mark in the Halifax business world for
years, and I’'m so glad they chose Dartmouth East as the location of Nine Locks. Danny
and Shaun and the Nine Locks staff have contributed greatly to our community, and it is a
welcome addition to the neighbourhood. Whether it’s cold local craft beer, or a shirt with
a good pun, Nine Locks has something for everyone.

I am pleased to wish Danny and Shaun O’Hearn, and Nine Locks a happy 2™
Anniversary, and wish them many more years of success ahead.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Needham.
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JUDICIAL APPTS.: GENDER PARITY, EQUITY, DIVERSITY - IMPACTFUL

MS. LISA ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, the worthy accomplishment of a series of
appointments to the bench from qualified candidates from equity-seeking groups of which
the government is rightly proud, is very much a shared accomplishment.

Credit goes, in particular, to the late Rocky Jones, and his allies who first initiated
a transition year program, and then the Indigenous Blacks & Mi'kmag Initiative at
Dalhousie University in 1989.

Activists today who are pushing for an end to street checks, and who identify racism
where it continues to exist in our province, are paving the way towards future
accomplishments, of which governments will boast. There are many diamonds in our
province, and too many are still in battered, dusty boxes.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Antigonish.

CHISHOLM, BERNIE (ANTIGONISH)
- ST. F.X. COACH: RETIREMENT - RECOGNIZE

HON. RANDY DELOREY: Mr. Speaker, after an incredible 32 seasons, Bernie
Chisholm is retiring as the Head Coach of the St. Francis Xavier University X-Men and X-
Women cross-country track and field teams.

Mr. Speaker, Bernie has been coaching runners since 1973, so, as one can imagine,
his list of achievements is quite long. He has coached athletes at Dr. John Hugh Gillis
Regional High School in Antigonish, the Antigonish Track Club, and at St. Francis Xavier
University. His head athletes represent Canada at world championships, Commonwealth
Games, the Olympics, and some with less notable athletic accomplishments, but his
influence was no less appreciated - and | can speak from experience.

Before his time at St. Francis Xavier University, Bernie coached the cross-country
teams of Dr. John Hugh Gillis Regional High School to 57 Provincial Titles. Since 2004,
his St. Francis Xavier University cross-country teams have won 17 AUS Banners - eight
for women and nine for men. There have been 11 runners to win 14 AUS titles, including
Antigonish native and three-time-Olympian Eric Gillis.

Mr. Speaker, Bernie is a member of the St. Francis Xavier University Sport Hall of
Fame, as well as the Nova Scotia Sport Hall of Fame, having been inducted in 2004. The
AUS has named their Men’s Cross-Country Coach of the Year Award in Bernie’s honour.
It is a fitting tribute to honour Bernie’s legacy, and contribution to the sport of running.

Mr. Speaker, I’d like to thank Bernie Chisholm for his contributions.
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MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Queens-Shelburne.

TEAM HICKS (SHELBURNE):
PROV. MASTERS CURLING CHAMPS - CONGRATS.

MS. KIM MASLAND: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to congratulate a curling foursome
from Shelburne who came together back in the Fall solely because Shelburne was to play
host to the Provincial Masters Curling Championship at the end of February 2018.

With only a few practice games under their belts, and no expectations of winning,
they surprised themselves and competing teams from across the province. Focusing on one
shot at a time, and with tremendous support from the community, skip Greg Hicks, third
Clark Acker, second Peter McAfee, and lead Norm Wallett won the title.

This victory has earned them the opportunity to represent Nova Scotia at the
National Masters Curling Championships this April in Surrey, British Columbia.

Congratulations on this fabulous achievement, Team Hicks, and the best wishes to
all of you at Nationals.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Preston-Dartmouth.

DR. CHADWICK WILLIAMS (EAST PRESTON)
- GASTROENTEROLOGIST: COM. CARE - RECOGNIZE

HON. KEITH COLWELL.: Mr. Speaker, | would like to recognize Dr. Chadwick
Williams of East Preston, who completed his medical degree at Dalhousie University in
2004, and continues studying internal medicine in Calgary, and gerontology in Los
Angeles.

He returned to Nova Scotia with his family to practise at the Woodlawn Medical
Clinic and the Dartmouth General Hospital. He provides compassionate care to area
residents and understands that he is a role model to youth in his community.

Dr. Williams recognized that he had mentors in his community while he studied to
be a doctor. While he’ll be the first doctor from East Preston, he would rather be the 500",
| applaud and congratulate Dr. Chadwick Williams for his tremendous success and the
contribution he makes to the well-being of many Nova Scotians.
[1:30 p.m.]

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou Centre.
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TEAM FORBES (NEW GLASGOW)
- WHEELCHAIR CURLING SILVER MEDALLISTS - CONGRATS.

HON. PAT DUNN: Mr. Speaker, in early February the Devin Forbes team
competed in the 2018 Harding Medical Wheelchair Curling Championship. Although they
lost 9 to 7 in their quest for the gold medal and a trip to Alberta in March for the national
championship, they were very pleased with their strong performance and are already
looking forward to next year’s competition.

Coach John Marshall and team members Devin Forbes, Bill MacKenzie, Philip
Sutherland, and Kathy Mclsaac were delighted with the support of numerous volunteers
who helped make this tournament, hosted by the Bluenose Curling Club of New Glasgow,
a great success.

Good luck to this dynamic team as they continue to practise and prepare for
competition in 2019.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member Hants East.

DOUCETTE, MIA (LANTZ):
BREAKFAST CEREAL FOOD DRIVE - GRATITUDE

HON. MARGARET MILLER: Mr. Speaker, today | am pleased to speak about a
little girl from Lantz who has a heart of gold. Seven-year-old Mia Doucette was made
aware of the sad fact that some children go hungry, missing breakfast because there isn’t
enough food in their homes. Mia announced that she wanted to help by starting her own
personal food drive for cereal. A quote from Mia sums up her motivation. She says, “When
I’'m hungry my belly hurts. I don’t want people to feel that way all the time.”

After Mia’s mother posted her daughter’s goal of collecting 20 boxes of cereal for
the local food bank, the community responded in a major way. Mia now has over 100 boxes
of cereal and she is not done yet. She has her sights and her very generous spirit set on
collecting healthy recess snacks for those less fortunate.

I think we can all agree that Mia Doucette and her food drive efforts are very
deserving of our gratitude and admiration.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sydney River-Mira-Louisbourg.

O’HARA, CLAUDE (LOUISBOURG):
SENATE OF CAN. MEDAL - ACKNOWLEDGE

HON. ALFIE MACLEOD: Mr. Speaker, I rise today to acknowledge Mr. Claude
O’Hara from Louisbourg on recently being presented with a Senate of Canada medal.



WED., MAR. 7, 2018 ASSEMBLY DEBATES 2571

Senator Michael MacDonald made the presentation to several veterans on this occasion,
which was held at the Louisbourg Legion. Senator MacDonald spoke and thanked the
veterans for their service to their community.

Claude O’Hara has spent his life in Louisbourg and has also been a very active
member of his community. I stand today to thank Mr. O’Hara for his service to our country
and to wish him many more active years to come.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Clare-Digby.

DIGBY AREA WELCOMING COMM.:
MULTICULTURAL FEST. - CONGRATS.

MR. GORDON WILSON: I’d like to congratulate the Digby Area Welcoming
Committee and their chair Jill Balser for hosting the 2" Annual Multicultural Festival. The
first festival, named A Taste of Multicultural Digby County, focused on showcasing the
diversity and the cultures of Digby County. It allowed people to share their culture and to
celebrate other people’s culture.

This year’s festival focuses on our heritage and the cultures that help shape it.
Participants could go to a presentation of the area’s native and indigenous plant species or
the history of la Nouvelle France, as well as meet the Kenaan family, showcasing dishes
from their native Syria.

This festival is an avenue to emphasize that everyone is part of our community.
With the success of last year’s festival, it was moved to the Digby Area Arena and a bigger
venue, which has allowed the participation of more vendors. As expected, more people
came out that time of day to go ahead with the festival, a trend that | believe will continue
this year and beyond.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings North.

MR. JOHN LOHR: Mr. Speaker, | beg leave to make an introduction.

MR. SPEAKER: Permission granted.

MR. LOHR: Mr. Speaker, I’d like to direct the attention of the House to the west
gallery, where we have my constituent Sharon Kehoe. Sharon has 11 members of her
immediate family without a family doctor and has shown enormous courage in speaking

out on this cause. I’d like to thank Sharon for being here. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cumberland North.
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OLD WAREHOUSE CAFE (AMHERST):
SUPPORT CAMP TIDNISH - RECOGNIZE

MS. ELIZABETH SMITH-MCCROSSON: Mr. Speaker, I’d like to recognize
Nancy LeBlanc and her team at the Old Warehouse Cafe in Amherst.

The Warehouse Warriors presented a cheque for more than $7,500 to the Amherst
Rotary Club in support of Camp Tidnish. This is on top of supporting three campers,
bringing their total donations to more than $9,500. This camp makes such a difference in
the lives of children.

Not only has the Warehouse Café raised money for the camp, they have also offered
up their time to help clean up the facilities. These team members have shown how much
they value the children and the staff at the camp.

All children should have the option to attend a summer camp, and this team of
Nancy and her Warehouse Café help to make that a reality.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Guysborough-Eastern Shore-
Tracadie.

TERNES, DR. MEG:
RESEARCH BENEFITS CRIM. JUSTICE SYS. - RECOGNIZE

HON. LLOYD HINES: I would like to acknowledge a constituent from the Rogers
family in Guysborough County whose work will give all members a reason to be excited.
Her name is Dr. Meg Ternes, and she is an assistant professor in the Department of
Psychology at Saint Mary’s University.

She is currently researching the telltale signs of lying. Her area of interest is forensic
psychology, and she hopes that her research will lend a helping hand to the justice system.
Meg states that lawyers don’t always have access to a polygraph, but they do have access
to someone sitting in front of them. Knowing more about facial, verbal, and non-verbal
cues could potentially give criminal justice lawyers and others an important new tool for
uncovering the truth.

Dr. Meg is a brilliant young mind, and she deserves recognition for her
commendable work. Her research could be a game-changer for our justice system, and |
wish her many successful years in her field of study, from which we will all benefit.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Victoria-The Lakes.
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URBANIAK, TOM: NEW PUBL. - RECOGNIZE

MR. KEITH BAIN: On February 15", CBU political science professor Tom
Urbaniak launched his book entitled Dignity, Democracy, Development: A Citizen’s
Reader, at the Beaton Institute of Cape Breton University.

Published by Ron Caplan of Breton Books, the book is the result of Mr. Urbaniak’s
desire for a resource that would be accessible and engaging and would touch on national
and global trends from both a Cape Breton perspective and a citizen’s perspective. Mr.
Urbaniak is well respected within the community and beyond as he shares his views of
politics and policy locally, provincially, federally, and globally.

| ask that all members of the Legislature join me in recognizing Tom Urbaniak on
his new book, thank him for his political contributions and more, and wish him every future
success.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Citadel-Sable Island.
ANTOJO: (MEXICAN) RESTAURANT OPENING - CONGRATS.

HON. LABI KOUSOULLIS: Recently a new restaurant has opened in Halifax called
Antojo, located on Argyle Street across the street from the new convention centre.

Antojo is a vibrant Mexican-inspired eatery serving artisan tacos, Mexican
cocktails, and authentic cultural cuisine. Submersed in what is a self-described stunningly
eclectic setting, Antojo offers a welcoming environment and laid-back atmosphere.

| would like to welcome Antojo to downtown Halifax and congratulate my friend
Joe McGuinness and his business partners on opening another successful business in the
downtown Halifax area.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth East.
MIC MAC BAR & GRILL: 50+ YEARS IN BUSINESS - THANKS

MR. TIM HALMAN: Today | recognize the biggest attraction in Dartmouth East,
the star of the City of Lakes, a pillar of the community that needs no introduction, the Mic
Mac Bar & Grill.

This family-owned business has been serving delicious food since 1963. My
daughters and I are regular customers, and | know a number of my colleagues in this House
are guilty of the same. For over 50 years, dignitaries, celebrities, councillors, MLAs,
Speakers of the House of Assembly, MPs, professional athletes, and even the mayor have
flocked to the Mic Mac tavern for the kind of meal that you can’t get anywhere else.
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| rise to thank the Mic Mac tavern for everything they do for Dartmouth East and
to thank them for serving the best steak in Nova Scotia. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Truro-Bible Hill-Millbrook-Salmon
River.

BROOKFIELD RESIDENTS GRP.:
OPPOSES TIRE BURNING - GOOD LUCK

MS. LENORE ZANN: The lawyer for a residents’ group that opposes Lafarge
Canada’s plan to burn discarded tires to fuel its cement kiln in Brookfield says ministerial
approval of the pilot project was flawed.

The decision does not fall within a reasonable range of acceptable limits, lawyer
William Mahody argued at a Nova Scotia Supreme Court judicial review in Halifax on
Tuesday. The environmental assessment is based on research into something other than
this whole tire-burning business.

The Environment Act of Nova Scotia specifies through the precautionary principle
that decisions should not be made on an experimental basis. At day’s end, Justice James
Chipman said he would consider the arguments made Tuesday, as well as briefs submitted
earlier, before delivering a written decision later this month. Good luck to the residents of
Brookfield, Nova Scotia.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Armdale.
N.S. GOV’T.: PRE-PRIMARY PROG. - APPLAUD

HON. LENA DIAB: Monsieur le Président, today we announced phase two of the
province’s pre-Primary program for four-year-olds. It is exciting that pre-Primary will be
coming this September to Ecole Chebucto Heights and Springvale Elementary Schools,
both in Halifax Armdale. With this expansion, more than 100 new sites across the province
will be offering this free, voluntary, play-based early learning program. I’m glad to see that
families across my constituency will be able to take part, and I know it will make a big
difference for our youngest learners.

Pre-Primary is a fantastic opportunity for children to learn, explore, and socialize
in a comfortable and supportive setting, with the guidance of trained early childhood
educators. The experience helps provide children from all backgrounds with the tools they
need for future success in the classroom. | applaud the Premier and staff, and Minister of
Education and Early Childhood Development for the vision and ambitious rollout plan.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sydney River-Mira-Louisbourg.
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PEACH, LEROY (PORT MORIEN):
POETRY BOOK PUBL. - CONGRATS.

HON. ALFIE MACLEOD: Mr. Speaker, I’'m pleased to rise today to acknowledge
Mr. LeRoy Peach from Port Morien, who recently published his fourth poetry book entitled
Rhymes of a Grateful Caper. LeRoy Peach may have retired almost 30 years ago, but that
hasn’t stopped the 84-year-old from publishing what he claims to be his last book of poetry.
LeRoy is currently working on his memoirs.

In addition to writing, he also runs his own small press, the Peachtree Press
publishes and distributes his work. I stand today to congratulate LeRoy Peach on his latest
publication and thank Leroy for all his community involvement in the community of Port
Morien.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Timberlea-Prospect.

GATES, MARGARET AND LINDSAY (TIMBERLEA):
DEATH OF - TRIBUTE

HON. IAIN RANKIN: Mr. Speaker, | would like to acknowledge the sad passing
of Margaret and Lindsay Gates of Greenwood Heights in Timberlea.

As long-time residents of Timberlea, Margaret and Lindsay Gates were both
dedicated to the community, giving tirelessly of their time and talents to many local
community organizations, a true power couple.

They both volunteered at St. Andrews Anglican Church, Margaret was a keen
supporter of the Canadian Cancer Society, and Lindsay spent much of his time working,
teaching, and mentoring others in anything automotive related.

Lindsay volunteered for Scouts Canada, he served on the community monitoring
committee for Otter Lake, and was a passionate and active member of the BLT Rails to
Trails Committee.

The couple enjoyed more than 60 years of marriage and they passed away within
10 days of each other, leaving the community to mourn. | would like the members of the
Nova Scotia House of Assembly to join me in remembering two champions of Beechville-
Lakeside-Timberlea..

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou Centre on an introduction.
HON. PAT DUNN: Mr. Speaker, in the west gallery, | would like to introduce two

good friends of mine, Scott and Lorna Cameron from Pictou Centre, from Trenton. Scott
was the former president of Pictou Centre Association and is presently a school teacher. |
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would like to welcome both of them to the House and hope you enjoy the proceedings.
(Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou East.

WARM HEARTS (WESTVILLE):
PANCAKE FUNDRAISER FOR REFUGEES - THANKS

MR. TIM HOUSTON: Mr. Speaker, Lennie White of St. Andrews Church knows
there was a different slant on Shrove Tuesday this year.

The pancake meal was served with the purpose of raising funds for integrating a
new family into the community. This initiative is the brainchild of Warm Hearts, a group
from the Westville area that is assisting refugees integrating into communities in Pictou
County.

For the past two years, they’ve been working on bringing a Christian family from
war-torn Mosul. This family is currently in Turkey awaiting clearance to come to Canada.
Sincere thanks and best wishes to Warm Hearts and St. Andrews Church for their tireless
efforts in bringing another refugee family to Pictou County.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Chester-St. Margaret’s.

N.S. GOV’T.: EXPANDING PRE-PRIMARY CLASSES
- ANNOUNCEMENT WELCOMED

MR. HUGH MACKAY: Mr. Speaker, I’'m pleased to rise to join my colleagues in
welcoming the government’s announcement today that we are expanding pre-Primary
classes at 130 classes in schools throughout Nova Scotia. Included in today’s
announcement are three schools in beautiful Chester-St. Margaret’s, East St. Margaret’s
Elementary in Indian Harbour, Aspotogan Consolidated in Mill Cove, and New Ross
Consolidated in New Ross.

There is no question that pre-Primary provides children from all backgrounds with
skills and tools to help them shape a successful future

Coupled with the announcement yesterday that government is funding $2 million
worth of renovations at child care centres, and $6.9 million to increase subsidies and add
1,000 child care spaces in Nova Scoti