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HALIFAX, THURSDAY, MARCH 1, 2018
Sixty-third General Assembly
First Session
1:00 P.M.

SPEAKER
Hon. Kevin Murphy

DEPUTY SPEAKERS
Mr. Chuck Porter, Ms. Suzanne Lohnes-Croft

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. We’ll now begin the daily routine.
PRESENTING AND READING PETITIONS

PRESENTING REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

TABLING REPORTS, REGULATIONS AND OTHER PAPERS
STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS

GOVERNMENT NOTICES OF MOTION

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of African Nova Scotian Affairs.
HON. TONY INCE: Mr. Speaker, | beg leave to make an introduction.

MR. SPEAKER: Permission granted.

2147
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MR. INCE: In the gallery opposite | have a community leader, Jeremy Nichole-
Williams, who is the leader of a project for beautifying Mulgrave Park in the North End.
I’d like everybody to welcome Jeremy. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of African Nova Scotian Affairs.

RESOLUTION NO. 758

HON. TONY INCE: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas local artist and Halifax native Jeremy Nichole-Williams has beautified the
City of Halifax by teaming up with local arts charity Youth Art Connection to paint murals
on the walls of the community to increase culture, inspiration, and pride; and

Whereas Mr. Nichole-Williams started the project to give back to the community,
to inspire children, and encourage people who might not otherwise visit low-income
neighbourhoods; and

Whereas Mr. Nichole-Williams teamed up with several community groups to start
a mural festival in 2016 to help promote murals in the community;

Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly join me in
congratulating Jeremy Nichole-Williams for promoting culture and for being a positive
role model for the community.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Communities, Culture and Heritage.

RESOLUTION NO. 759

HON. LEO GLAVINE: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:
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Whereas the Nova Scotia Archives developed partnerships with Select Nova
Scotia, Taste of Nova Scotia, and Nimbus Publishing to create a cookbook entitled Nova
Scotia Cookery, Then and Now: Modern Interpretations of Heritage Recipes to celebrate
the unique culinary traditions of our communities, our culture, and our heritage, featuring
80 new interpretations of traditional recipes by 28 Nova Scotian chefs from across the
province; and

Whereas the cookbook provides delicious ways to encourage Nova Scotians to use
quality, locally-sourced ingredients that keep our farming industry strong while supporting
the security of our food supply; and

Whereas in the first three months of the cookbook’s release, over 2,000 copies were
sold across the globe, receiving favourable reviews from publications and amateur chefs
from around the world;

Therefore be it resolved that members of the House of Assembly join me in
congratulating the Nova Scotia Archives and their partnerships on the development of the
Nova Scotia Cookery, Then and Now cookbook, and for creating successful new
approaches to discovering a taste of Nova Scotia’s diverse culinary offerings.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Acadian Affairs.

RESOLUTION NO. 760

HON. LENA DIAB: Monsieur le Président, a une date ultérieure je demanderais
I’adoption de la résolution suivante:

Attendu que les Rendez-vous de la Francophonie, un série de plus de 3,000
evenements et activités a travers le Canada en préparation de la Journée internationale de
la Francophonie, seront lancés aujourd’hui et célébrent cette année leurs 20°™ anniversaire;
et
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Attendu que cette initiative soutien le dialogue et les liens entre les communautes
acadiennes et francophones de la Nouvelle-Ecosse et d’autres communautés francophones
du Canada; et

Attendu que des milliers de personnes a travers le Canada y compris les
communautés acadiennes et francophones de notre province participeront a I’événement
de cette année pour garder la francophonie dynamique;

Par conséquent il est résolu que les députés de 1’ Assemblée 1égislative se joignent
a moi pour féliciter les Rendez-vous de la Francophonie a 1’occasion de leur vingtiéme
anniversaire et pour inviter tous les néo-écossais acadiens, francophones, et francophiles a
participer aux événements de cette année pour célébrer la francophonie de notre province.

Monsieur le Président, je demande I’adoption de cette résolution sans préavis et
sans débat.

En anglais.

| hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following
resolution:

Whereas les Rendez-vous de la Francophonie, a series of the more than 3,000
events and activities across Canada leading up to International Francophonie Day, will be
launched today and is celebrating its 20" Anniversary this year; and

Whereas this initiative supports the dialogue and connection between the Acadian
and francophone communities of Nova Scotia and other francophone communities across
Canada; and

Whereas thousands of people across Canada, including our province’s Acadian and
francophone communities, will participate in this year’s event to keep the francophonie
vibrant and dynamic;

Therefore be it resolved that members of the House of Assembly join me in
congratulating les Rendez-vous de la Francophonie on their 20" Anniversary and in
inviting all Nova Scotians, Acadians, francophones, and francophonie to participate in this
year’s events to celebrate our province’s francophonie.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?



THUR., MAR. 1, 2018 ASSEMBLY DEBATES 2151

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

Bill No. 72 - Entitled an Act to Reform the Administration of the Public
Education System. (Hon. Zach Churchill)

MR. SPEAKER: Ordered that this bill be read a second time on a future day.

The honourable member for Cape Breton Centre.

MS. TAMMY MARTIN: Mr. Speaker, may | make an introduction first?

MR. SPEAKER: Permission granted.

MS. MARTIN: I would like to draw your attention to the west gallery and introduce
members of Unifor/MWF Local 1, Koren Beaman, Vicki Berg, Jennifer Dartt, Sylvia

Brown, Liz Cummings, and Amy MacLeod. Welcome to the people’s house. (Applause)

Bill No. 73 - Entitled an Act to Amend Chapter 246 of the Revised Statutes of
1989. The Labour Standards Code. (Ms. Tammy Martin)

MR. SPEAKER: Ordered that this bill be read a second time on a future day.

NOTICES OF MOTION

STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou West.

CLARKE, KALEB: DIABETES AWARENESS MONTH - INSPIRATION

MS. KARLA MACFARLANE: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recognize and pay
homage to Kaleb Clarke who is an inspiration to us all and especially those youth who have
diabetes. Kaleb is among the young people who were celebrated in November which is
dedicated to Diabetes Awareness Month. Kaleb, who is 13, was diagnosed with diabetes

two years ago. However, he does not let this affect his extremely active lifestyle. Whether
playing hockey or baseball, he has several strategies to continue his involvement with his

sports.
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| extend my appreciation and congratulations to Kaleb for being recognized for his
hard work and as an inspiration for those young people who do not allow diabetes to curb
their involvement in an active lifestyle.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Needham.
HANSEN, SUZY: HRSB - APPRECIATION

MS. LISA ROBERTS: | want to voice my admiration and appreciation of Halifax
Regional School Board member Suzy Hansen.

Suzy was elected in October 2016, bringing a unique and credible perspective to
the board table as an African Nova Scotian, a mother of six children in our school system,
as a lifelong resident of Mulgrave Park, and as a long-time community volunteer and, for
the past several years, employee of Phoenix Youth. She is available to parents. She has
organized outreach events, and she has been an advocate where and when needed.

Suzy spoke outside this House on Tuesday and made many good points, for
example that there are recommendations in the Glaze report that would help students, but
they are not the ones being fast-tracked. Of this government’s emphasis, she said, “It’s
challenging enough for African Nova Scotians to run for politics, the obliteration of an
entire level of electoral representation without consultation with the communities they
serve demonstrates the government no longer wants their voices included in discussions
about them.”

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Clare-Digby.
DIGBY CARE 25 - DIGBY 4-H CLUB: DONATION - RECOGNIZE

MR. GORDON WILSON: I rise today to thank the Digby Care 25 for continuing
to contribute to worthwhile causes in our community and to congratulate the Digby 4-H
Club for being the latest beneficiary of the Digby Care 25’s generosity.

The Digby Care 25’s donation of $2,790 will help the 4-H Club reach their goals
to build a new 4-H barn at the Digby County exhibition grounds. The barn project was
chosen by the Digby Care 25 over two other worthy proposals. The fact that the 4-H group
was chosen indicates that the 4-H continues to encourage our youth to be leaders in the
community.

| want to recognize these youth for having big dreams and the Digby Care 25 for
helping them and others to achieve their dreams.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Queens-Shelburne.
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CROMWELL, ELIZABETH: ORDER OF CANADA AWARD - RECOGNIZE

MS. KIM MASLAND: | rise today to recognize a constituent from Shelburne
County who was among 86 new members to receive Canada’s highest civilian honour,
acknowledging outstanding achievement, dedication to the community, and service to the
nation, the Order of Canada.

As one of the founders of the Black Loyalist Heritage Society, Elizabeth Cromwell
has also received the Canada 125 Medal, the Queen Elizabeth Il Diamond Jubilee Medal,
and honorary degrees from Mount Saint Vincent University and Dalhousie University’s
Schulich School of Law. The crowning glory of her achievements is the establishment of
Birchtown’s Black Loyalist Heritage Centre, overcoming 25 years of obstacles in the
making.

Elizabeth Cromwell will be receiving this well-deserved distinction for her
contributions to black heritage preservation and education in Nova Scotia.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth North.
INTIMATE PARTNER VIOLENCE - PAID LEAVE: NECESSITY - ATTENTION

MS. SUSAN LEBLANC: On this first day of March, the month in which we
celebrate International Women’s Day, I rise to bring attention to intimate partner violence
and the need for paid leave for victims who suffer it. In Nova Scotia, one woman in 12
faces violence from an intimate partner, and in 2014, there were 2,404 victims of police-
reported intimate partner violence.

A constituent of mine suffered emotional and some physical abuse by her partner
for several years. She was repeatedly told she was not good at anything she did, that she
looked bad, and that she wouldn’t be able to survive without him in her life. As the abuse
progressed and her children were exposed to it, Ms. Beaman was pushed to a breaking
point.

On the day she left her partner, she walked out of her house with the clothes on her
back and nothing else. She had no money, no place to live, and no clothes. In this state, she
had to go to work and pretend like nothing was wrong. Had she had access to paid leave
from her work, leaving her abusive situation would have been easier to do and sooner. In
the ensuing days, she had doctor’s appointments, court appointments, and child care
scrambles. Missing work to do all of this put her job at risk and caused her to lose
significant income.

| urge everyone in this House to consider the impact of intimate partner violence
and to understand that paid leave is essential to their recovery and well-being.
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MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Guysborough-Eastern Shore-
Tracadie.

WALLACE, ANASTASIA - IN MEMORIAM

HON. LLOYD HINES: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honour and reflect on the life
of Anastasia Wallace, a beloved teacher from Monastery, Nova Scotia. She passed away
January 25", at the age of 91.

Anastasia, or Ann, as she was known popularly locally, dedicated her whole
professional life to the community of Monastery. She taught in Antigonish at Avonside,
East Tracadie, Grosvenor, and then retired as Vice Principal of Tracadie Consolidated in
1983, after 37 years of teaching. She was also a skilled writer, and her keen interest in local
history resulted in the publication of books about local communities, including Monastery,
Erinville, and Merland. Her volunteer work with St. Peter’s Parish, the Catholic Women’s
League, Tracadie Seniors Club, and Antigonish Palliative Care is more reason that she is
held in such high regard.

Mr. Speaker, although she was the last surviving member of her immediate family,
her legacy will be remembered by the many people whose lives she touched with her
teaching, writing, and acts of kindness.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cumberland North.

MS. ELIZABETH SMITH-MCCROSSIN: Mr. Speaker, | beg leave to make an
introduction.

MR. SPEAKER: Permission granted.

MS. SMITH-MCCROSSIN: I"d like to introduce some young folks that we have
here in the gallery, they’re the next generation of politicians. I would ask them to stand,
Daniel MacKenzie, Riley Hill-Pettipas, Michelle Coffin, Brett Martin, and Tristian Shaw.
(Applause)

I’d also like to introduce the longest-serving member of the Town of Amherst
Council, Mr. Terry Rhindress. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cumberland North.
AMHERST REG. SENIOR CLASS: FLORIDA STUDENTS - COMPASSION
MS. ELIZABETH SMITH-MCCROSSIN: Mr. Speaker, | would like to recognize

the Senior Class at the Amherst Regional High School. These young people are sending a
signed Nova Scotia flag to the students in the Florida tragedy. Since the students cannot be
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there to march with them, they are sending their support. They want the students in Florida
to know that they are with them. Their hope is that this will start a strong connection
through distance. These are passionate and compassionate students, and we are proud to
have them in our community.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Truro-Bible Hill-Millbrook-Salmon
River.

VIRTUE, TESSA/MOIR, SCOTT/MACINTOSH, PAUL.:
FIGURE SKATING SUCCESS - RECOGNIZE

MS. LENORE ZANN: Mr. Speaker, I’d like to recognize Women’s History Month,
which begins today, by shining a light on a Canadian Figure Skater, Tessa Virtue, who,
with her partner Scott Moir, won two gold medals in Ice Dancing and Team Figure Skating
this 2018 Olympics in South Korea. These wins brought their Olympic medal count to five
medals, and have made them the most decorated Figure Skaters in the history of the Games.

| would also like to congratulate one of their coaches, Paul Maclntosh of Truro,
who was their first skating coach, and who got them to the national and international levels,
to their very first international competition, and Junior World Championship. As well, he
got Kaitlyn Weaver and Andrew Poje to their first World Championships as well.

As Paul said, “Coaches should always teach with energy and commitment during
every training session, you don’t know if you are teaching an athlete who is looking for
exercise and personal challenges or maybe even the next Olympic Champion. Athletes of
all abilities deserve your best.”

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Armdale.
MENTAL HEALTH: LITERACY - IMPORTANCE

HON. LENA DIAB: Mr. Speaker, we know that mental health is a complex and
important part of our own personal health, and that of our communities. In February, many
shared posts on social media to fight stigma, raise money, and continue the conversation
around mental health.

| hosted an information session on the topic in my constituency. Attendees gathered
at St. John the Baptist’s Church in Armdale, to listen to a number of experts and service
providers who were on hand to discuss their approach to mental health care, and answer
questions. We were fortunate to welcome representatives from the Mental Health
Foundation of Nova Scotia, the Mental Health Mobile Crisis Team, St. John Ambulance,
Kids Help Phone, and SchoolsPlus. I can tell you that it was a very informative evening for
everyone.
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Fostering greater mental health literacy is essential for our efforts to change societal
attitudes and become better sources of support for the people of our lives. I’d like to
sincerely thank all the representatives who offered their time and expertise.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings North.
ICEWINE FESTIVAL (N.S.) - SUPPORT

MR. JOHN LOHR: Mr. Speaker, the Nova Scotia Icewine Festival is an annual
event highlighting the local wine, ice wine, and cuisine produced in Nova Scotia. This year,
the festival will be hosted by Lightfoot & Wolfville Vineyards.

Although the festival started last weekend there is still time to get tickets for March
3 and March 4™, Eight wineries from the Annapolis Valley and a couple of cideries will
be represented as they offer tastings of their red, white, ice wines, and sparkling wines that
each produce.

I invite my colleagues to join me in the beautiful Annapolis Valley this weekend to
support and enjoy the wares of these Nova Scotia entrepreneurs as we celebrate the Icewine
Festival.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Needham.
LAW AMENDMENTS COMM.: MEMBERSHIP - BEHAVIOUR

MS. LISA ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, | wish to speak to my fellow members about
our behaviour and about our democracy in Nova Scotia.

The Law Amendments Committee is really a unique opportunity to hear from the
people. To govern well we need to tap into the wisdom, knowledge, and perspectives that
are outside this Chamber and, indeed, outside of the Government of Nova Scotia in all its
branches.

Yesterday my colleague for Dartmouth South used Twitter to encourage teachers
and parents to sign up for the Law Amendments Committee. Some, | am sure, appreciated
the information and encouragement, but | was distressed to see several people comment
that they would not return because of how they feel they were treated a year ago - one
specifically asked if members would please put down their phones and tablets and actually
listen.

I hope all members will show great courtesy to citizens who care for our students.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Timberlea-Prospect.
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CAMERON, DWAYNE: EXEMPLARY SERVICE MEDAL - CONGRATS.

HON. IAIN RANKIN: Mr. Speaker, | would like to congratulate paramedic
Dwayne Cameron of Prospect on being awarded the Emergency Medical Services
Exemplary Service Medal for his outstanding service to Nova Scotians.

Presented by Lieutenant Governor Arthur LeBlanc on behalf of the Queen and all
Nova Scotians, the medal recognizes the vital contribution of the men and women who are
always there to respond in a medical crisis. The Emergency Medical Services Exemplary
Service Medal was created by Her Majesty the Queen in 1994 and is part of a national
recognition program for people who work in high risk jobs that enhance Canada’s public
safety.

| would like the members of the Nova Scotia House of Assembly to join me in
congratulating Dwayne on his achievement and wish him well in the future. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sydney River-Mira-Louisbourg.
SAMPSON, FRANCIS: VOL. EFFORTS - ACKNOWLEDGE

HON. ALFIE MACLEOD: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to acknowledge Mr. Francis
Sampson from Sydney River, who recently won one of the 2017 Special Olympics Canada
National Awards at a ceremony in Toronto. Francis was the recipient of the Jim Thompson
Award for VVolunteerism.

Francis Sampson has been involved with Special Olympics for more than 15 years,
holding volunteer positions ranging from regional co-ordinator to fundraising chairman of
Special Olympics Cape Breton. He has also been the chef de mission and part of the
mission staff for many games, and is said to have played an important role in the
establishment and sustainability of the Special Olympics in Cape Breton, where his
daughter Lynette has excelled.

| stand today to congratulate and thank Francis Sampson for the many hours he
dedicates to Special Olympics in Cape Breton, and for his other community involvements.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Fairview-Clayton Park.
MERCHANT, JAN: SQUARE ROOTS - COMMEND

HON. PATRICIA ARAB: Mr. Speaker, | would like to recognize Jan Merchant,
the franchise manager of Square Roots in Fairview.

Square Roots is a local organization that helps those in need by collecting imperfect
fruits and vegetables from producers in the Annapolis Valley region. After collection,
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Square Roots sells these bundles for a maximum of $10 - depending on what the customers
can afford. They have recently expanded their organization to also include locations in
Cherry Brook, Dartmouth, and Eastern Passage.

In collaboration with Killiam Properties, Jan was able to expand her business by
using the Glenforest Apartments Community Room. This central location allows many in
the community to benefit from this wonderful initiative.

| ask the members of this House to join me in commending the hard work of Jan
Merchant and Square Roots for helping families in our community.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cape Breton-Richmond.
SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS: DEMOCRATIC VOICES - SILENCED

MS. ALANA PAON: Mr. Speaker, for decades elected school board officials
brought the community’s voice to the Department of Education and Early Childhood
Development through democratically elected community members - members like Mary
Jess MacDonald, Francine Boudreau, and George Kehoe, who represent residents in my
own constituency of Cape Breton-Richmond, along with Anne Peters, Barbara McCarron-
Quirk, Chelsea Burke, Jamie Sampson, Jim Austin, Richelle MacLaughlin, and Rosalee
Parker. They will now join the other school board members across the province whose
democratically elected voices have gone silent. Their knowledge, their wisdom, and their
experience discarded to the sidelines with one simple stroke of the pen.

Current Mi’kmaq representative, Paula Paul of the Paq’tnkek First Nation and
Joanne Reddick representing the African Nova Scotia communities of the Strait Regional
School Board, two women who represent communities who for years did not have a voice
on educational matters.

[1:30 p.m.]

Mr. Speaker, | and most Nova Scotians value the direct link that our democratically
elected school board members had in making decisions in our schools, which directly had
a positive impact on our students.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou Centre.

FOOTE, AVA: HOCKEY CANADA AMBASSADOR - RECOGNIZE

HON. PAT DUNN: Mr. Speaker, Hockey Canada will honour a Pictou County

hockey player on March 2" when they announce they will name one of their ambassadors.
Ava Foote, a Subway Selects player lost most of her right hand above the knuckles in a
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household accident last June. She is now back on the ice after three surgeries and a lengthy
visit at Halifax IWK Hospital.

Foote was determined to play hockey again. She also enjoys swimming, gymnastics
and horseback riding. In order for her to play hockey, she received a special modified glove
from Hockey Canada. Foote has inspired everyone with her desire to compete and she is
determined to be the best hockey player in the world. Ava believes it is achievable and she
intends to fulfill her dreams.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Atlantic.
SPRYFIELD COMMUNITY ASSOC.: VOLUNTEERISM - CONGRATS.

MR. BRENDAN MAGUIRE: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to speak to the incredible
work of the Spryfield Community Association. The association is made up of a
hardworking group of volunteers committed to promoting and improving the community
of Spryfield. The association was very busy last year identifying and advocating for needed
services in our community. They successfully advocated for a sidewalk in the 500 block of
Herring Cove Road and construction is due to begin in 2018.

The association also hosts free outdoor films at the Urban Farm of Spryfield, which
is open to the general public. They also highlighted the community’s history and walking
routes through their pathfinding project, and recently the association has partnered with
other groups to create a master plan for our community.

Mr. Speaker, I’d like to congratulate Abe, Crysta, and the entire Spryfield
Community Association for all their hard work and dedication to our community. They
recognize how great Spryfield is and they are always looking for opportunities to make it
even better. I wish them continued success and look forward to working together to
continue building on their strengths and identifying our needs.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Colchester-Musquodoboit Valley.

COLCHESTER-EAST HANTS HOSPICE SOCIETY:
END CARE LAUNCH - COMMEND

MR. LARRY HARRISON: Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to applaud the efforts of the
Colchester-East Hants Hospice Society, in partnership with Dalhousie University, for
launching End Care, navigating, connecting, assessing, resourcing and engaging adults
with serious illness.

With an increasingly aging population and many Nova Scotians living with serious,
chronic illnesses, End Care promises to improve lives through a compassionate community
approach with volunteers helping to navigate through access to community services and to
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provide at-home support. Additionally, End Care volunteers will help to decrease isolation
and increase productivity of program participants.

I commend the Hospice Society on its proactivity in fulfilling this growing need in
both our rural and urban communities and thus improving quality of life for those who are
chronically ill.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Chester-St. Margaret's.
KENNEDY SCHOFIELD FIRM: FUNDRAISING EFFORTS - RECOGNIZE

MR. HUGH MACKAY: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recognize the good work of
the law firm Kennedy Schofield, a local business committed to enhancing the quality of
life in the vibrant communities of the St. Margaret’s Bay area. Partners Jennifer Schofield
and Tracey Kennedy decide to support one local Bay area charity each.

Last year the firm committed themselves to fundraise for the Animal Rescue
Coalitions, to help them in their work to rescue and rehome abandoned, sick and injured
animals. Everyone at the firm worked together to meet their goal. They sold used books in
the reception area and sold animal ornaments, as well as homemade dog biscuits at the
annual Christmas on the Bay event. Over a one-year period they raised $1,800 for the
important work of the Animal Rescue Coalitions. Now they will turn their efforts to a new,
one-year fundraising goal for another worthy charity in the beautiful St. Margaret’s Bay
area.

| ask members of this House of Assembly to join me in commending the firm of
Kennedy Schofield lawyers for their recent successful fundraising project and for their
continuing commitment to supporting the Bay area’s families and community life.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sackville-Beaver Bank.

SCOTT, CATIE - MILLWOOD HS:
N.S. INTERNAT. STUDENT PROG. - CONGRATS.

MR. BRAD JOHNS: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to congratulate Catie Scott of
Millwood High School. The Grade 11 student has been selected by Nova Scotia
International Student Program to attend a leadership conference in Campeche, Mexico in
March.

Ms. Scott along with 20 other Nova Scotian students will be visiting Mexico on a
scholarship to learn Spanish, appreciate the Mexican culture, and participate in a service
learning project by providing help to underprivileged children in Mexico.
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Mr. Speaker, I’d like to take this opportunity to wish Ms. Scott and the other
students participating in this program all the best wishes and a safe trip. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Hammonds Plains-Lucasville.
BROPHY, BARB: BASEBALL N.S. AWARD - CONGRATS.

MR. BEN JESSOME: Mr. Speaker, I’d like to recognize Barb Brophy of
Hammonds Plains. Barb is an active member of the community in both baseball and
hockey. She can be found either at the field or the rink where she spends countless hours.
She volunteers either as a team parent, fundraiser, or any number of jobs that need to be
completed. Barb’s dedication and hard work earned her recognition at last year’s Baseball
Nova Scotia Awards night in October as VVolunteer of the Year.

I’d like to ask all members of this House of Assembly to join me in thanking and
congratulating Barb Brophy on receiving this award and for her continued dedication as a
volunteer. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cole Harbour-Eastern Passage.
TEACHERS: CONTRIBUTIONS - IMPACTS RECOGNIZE

MS. BARBARA ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, with education so prominently in the
news, [’d like to recognize and honour two generations of teachers. Forty years ago, Mr.
Murray Angus was my political science teacher at Dartmouth High School. He challenged
me to speak up and consider being a voice for change. | thank him for this and his spirit
and ongoing support. I would also like to recognize Ms. Michelle Coffin, a political science
professor at Saint Mary’s University, who is up in the gallery today.

Both Mr. Angus and Ms. Coffin are raising our youth to be more politically aware,
and we know that students such as those we’ve already acknowledged - Tristan Shaw,
Riley Hill Pettipas, Brett Martin, and Daniel MacKenzie - are benefiting from this
education. We need all of those teachers to continue doing their great work. Thank you
very much.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Lunenburg.

MAHONE BAY FATHER CHRISTMAS REINDEER FUN RUN:
SPONSORS/PARTICIPANTS - THANK

MS. SUZANNE LOHNES-CROFT: Mr. Speaker, on Saturday, December 2", 247
participants gathered for a nighttime fun run/walk through the streets of Mahone Bay as
part of the Mahone Bay Father Christmas Reindeer Fun Run.
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Participants were encouraged to dress in costume. Many sported reindeer antler
headpieces and red noses as they dashed through the streets. The Fun Run is a fundraiser
for the Lodge That Gives, which provides Nova Scotians travelling to Halifax for cancer
treatment a special place to stay. This year the Reindeer Fun Run raised a total of $3,054,
which was presented to Gillian Zinck, manager of the revenue department for the Canadian
Cancer Society, Nova Scotia Division, by Nancy Petrie representing sponsor Atlantica Oak
Island and the Reindeer Run, and Karen Pinsent representing sponsor Amos Pewter and
the Father Christmas committee.

Mr. Speaker, | would ask that you and all members of this House of Assembly
please join me in thanking the sponsors and participants of this year’s Reindeer Fun Run
for their contributions to the Lodge That Gives.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Victoria-The Lakes.
ROYAL CDN. SEA CADETS (BADDECK) - COMMUN. CONTRIBUTIONS

MR. KEITH BAIN: Mr. Speaker, I’'m honoured to stand in my place today to
recognize the members and leaders, both past and present, of K147 Baddeck Royal
Canadian Sea Cadets. The corps has its headquarters at the Baddeck Community Centre,
which is provided to the group free of charge by the Baddeck Volunteer Fire Department.
In recognition of this, the cadets decided to help the fire department by bagging groceries
for donations at the Victoria Farmers Co-op and raised close to $500, which they in turn
donated to the Baddeck fire department.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that all members of this House join me in recognizing K147
Baddeck Royal Canadian Sea Cadets for their community-mindedness and appreciation by
giving back to the community and wish them the very best in the future. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Clayton Park West.
FILIPINO LANGUAGE & CULTURE CTR. - EFFORTS COMMEND

MS. RAFAH DICOSTANZO: Mr. Speaker, I’d like to recognize the amazing work
of the Filipino Language and Culture Centre located in my riding. The language and culture
centre was started to help Filipino children born and raised in Canada to get in touch with
their roots by discovering the rich culture of the Philippines and learning the Filipino
language.

It held it’s first pilot session in March 2017, and the response from the parents and
the Filipino-Canadian community in Nova Scotia was overwhelming. It resulted in six
more monthly sessions conducted with an average of about 35 children attending each
session. | was delighted to attend and speak at their first-ever graduation ceremony this
past November.
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| would like to commend the Filipino Language Centre for helping the Filipino
children to learn about their culture and I look forward to supporting their work in the years
to come.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth East.
EAST DART. FOOD BANK: COMMUN. VOLUNTEERS - THANK

MR. TIM HALMAN: Mr. Speaker, every Thursday morning the dedicated
volunteers at the East Dartmouth Food Bank help ensure no one in Dartmouth East goes
without food. Located in a small white building on the side of the Woodlawn United
Church, these amazing community volunteers provide a vital service to those in need. Food
insecurity is a growing problem in our society, and it is because of great organizations like
the East Dartmouth Food Bank that we ensure everyone ends the day with food in their
stomach.

| ask all members of this House to acknowledge and thank the East Dartmouth Food
Bank for their years of feeding Dartmouth.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Truro-Bible Hill-Millbrook-Salmon
River.

WOMEN’S MONTH: TEACHERS - SUPPORT

MS. LENORE ZANN: Mr. Speaker, last February, Bill No. 75 caused the winter
of our discontent for teachers and now this year, frustration seems to be the word of the
season. What do we do? Do we simply wait for this government to be voted out of office?
Do we hope that they suddenly come to their senses? I think we’d be waiting a long time,
S0, no.

Coming from a family of educators means | will always have a genuine concern for
what’s best for students and teachers of Nova Scotia, and so do the province’s teachers.
They care about their students, they want every single student to have the support they need
to succeed in every single school across our province, and many of them are women. This
Women’s Month, I want to take my hat off to the women, to the teachers, of Nova Scotia
and say our hearts and our fists are up in the air with them.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings South.
BAMBRICK, DAVID: COMMONWEALTH GAMES (2018) - BEST WISHES
MR. KEITH IRVING: Mr. Speaker | rise today to congratulate Gaspereau Valley

athlete David Bambrick on earning a spot on the Canadian Track and Field team that will
compete at the Commonwealth Games in April in Australia. This opportunity to represent
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Canada on the international stage in the Para Shot Put Event is the culmination of nearly a
decade of hard work and dedication to his sport, and adds to an already impressive list of
athletic achievements, including medals from the Canada Games and the Canadian Track
and Field Championships.

| invite all members of the Nova Scotia House of Assembly to join me in wishing
David Bambrick the very best of luck in the 2018 Commonwealth Games. | know he will
be an exceptional ambassador for his community, this province, and this country.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou East.
KAHN, SARAH: HORATIO ALGER SCHOLARSHIP - CONGRATS.

MR. TIM HOUSTON: Mr. Speaker, Sarah Kahn is a happy Grade 12 student at
Northumberland Regional High School and she just won a $5,000 Horatio Alger
Scholarship, which will help her become a pediatrician. From thousands of applicants, she
was one of only seven Nova Scotians to receive this scholarship. Sarah lives in Westville
and is completing the International Baccalaureate program. Her career goal is to work for
Doctors Without Borders.

Life has not always been rosy for Sarah, who remembers how bullies hurled rocks
wrapped in snowballs at her. As a young daughter of a Pakistani-born father, some
classmates saw Sarah as an outsider. Sarah is on track to achieve her goals, and | offer my
sincere congratulations and best wishes for her success in the future.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Lunenburg West.

EVENTS LUNENBURG CO.: NATIONAL FEMALE MIDGET HOCKEY
CHAMPIONSHIP - CONGRATS.

HON. MARK FUREY: Mr. Speaker, the Lunenburg County Lifestyle Centre has
the honour of hosting this year’s Esso Cup, Canada’s National Female Midget Hockey
Championship. The committee and Events Lunenburg County worked tremendously hard
to secure the successful bid that will see some of Canada’s most elite female midget hockey
players show their skills in a tournament being held April 22" to 28", | had the good
fortune to meet the Metro Boston Pizza Female Midget AAA team, who will represent
Nova Scotia in the tournament. To say they’re excited would be an understatement.

I’d like to take this opportunity to recognize and thank Events Lunenburg County,
for once again working to secure such an important event, to the many volunteers who are
stepping up, stepping in once again to ensure its success, and wish the Metro Boston Pizza
Female Midget AAA team the best of luck in the tournament.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Inverness.
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[1:45 p.m]
DOUCET, GERRY: DEATH OF - TRIBUTE

MR. ALLAN MACMASTER: Mr. Speaker, Nova Scotia’s first Acadian Minister
of Education, and proud son of Grand Etang in Inverness County, Gerry Doucet made a
difference for many here in our Nova Scotia Legislature. Let us remember him as a young
man just 26 when first elected, who was not afraid to step out from what some might have
seen as the limitations of his rural community, and came as one person said, “within a
whisker of becoming our Premier.”

Gerry had finished a successful 11-year political career at an age where few would
be thinking of running for office. Gerry was a natural leader, and was not short of ambition.
Upon leaving politics he started CIGO, a community radio station in Port Hawkesbury.
Now known as The Hawk, the station opened at a time in 1975 when the area was booming
with industrial activity. The timing was perfect and the initiative was a success. That station
can be credited with supporting traditional music and many Acadian musicians over the
years.

Mr. Speaker, here’s to Gerry Doucet. May we remember him fondly and extend our
condolences to his family. (Standing Ovation)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Bedford.
BIB ‘N TUCKER: STORE CLOSURE - BEST WISHES

HON. KELLY REGAN: Mr. Speaker, I’d like to share with the House a bit about
an iconic Bedford business that wound down recently. Bib n Tucker owner Jane Cooley
entered into a partnership with Valerie Beaton, who opened the Sunnyside Mall location
back in 1994. Valerie has been a hands-on owner. She and her staff are always helpful and
kind to shoppers. They love seeing our children grow, and long after the children had
outgrown their clothes, they’d stop in to visit staff.

| had a chance to stop in to reminisce with Val a few days before the Sunnyside
Mall shop closed. She had heard from people who had been shopping at one Bib 'n Tucker
location or another for the past 42 years, folks who appreciated the relationships that had
been built up with families over many years.

Mr. Speaker, Bib ’n Tucker was a part of our community. The store, the owners,
and the staff will all be missed, and we wish them well in their future endeavours.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Queens-Shelburne.
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BUCHANAN, AUSTIN: SAINT JOHN SEAWOLVES - CONGRATS.

MS. KIM MASLAND: Mr. Speaker, one might not think that a young man from a
small high school in rural Nova Scotia would stand much of a chance of playing university
basketball, especially if they’re only 5-foot, 10-inches, but Lockeport Regional High
School graduate Austin Buchanan is doing just that this year.

Austin is playing point and shooting guard for the UNB Saint John Seawolves. He
is the first player in a decade from Lockeport Regional High School to play university-
level basketball. Austin’s love for the game, hard work, and commitment combined to
make his dream come true.

Mr. Speaker, 1 would like to congratulate Austin on his accomplishments and wish
him all the best as he moves forward in both his basketball and academic ventures.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth North.
DARTMOUTH FAMILY CTR.: COMMUN. SUPPORT - HONOUR

MS. SUSAN LEBLANC: As we enter into Women’s Month, I would like to take a
moment to honour the work of the Dartmouth Family Centre, an organization in Dartmouth
North that provides supports to children and parents in our community through a variety
of programs.

Through the dedication of the staff, led by Roxanne Manning, the Dartmouth
Family Centre offers programs that include parent & child playgroups, respite child care,
an enhanced home visiting program for parents of newborns, a prenatal program, and IWK
women’s wellness clinics, where women can visit with social workers and registered
nurses.

The Dartmouth Family Centre was a place of welcoming and rest for me when |
frequented it with a newborn baby and a busy toddler. My toddler could play and learn
from the amazing teachers at the centre, while I could sit and chat with other parents, mostly
moms, who were there for support in whatever way they needed it. In an area where many
families, often led by women, find it difficult to have enough to eat, to pay the rent, and to
feel included in community life, the Dartmouth Family Centre provides a warm,
welcoming place to gather, to learn, and to find a supportive community to connect to.

I’m deeply grateful for what they provided me and my family, and what they do for
so many women and families in Dartmouth.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Colchester North.
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MILLER, CONNOR: CEC COUGARS HOCKEY TEAM - BEST WISHES

HON. KAREN CASEY: Mr. Speaker, Connor Miller from Lower Debert,
Colchester North, is a Grade 12 student at Cobequid Educational Centre in Truro. He is the
assistant captain of the CEC Cougars hockey team, and has a strong hockey background.
First playing in the West Colchester Minor Hockey Association, he later played atom AAA
and peewee AAA, and major bantam for the Truro Bearcats.

Known for always putting his best effort into every shift, he leads his team in
scoring, and according to his coach, Miller is one of the best high school forwards in the
province. He excels at stick-handling and has some excellent moves on the ice. Miller’s
leadership abilities have been an asset to his team, and his high regard for his teammates is
an indication of why the team has worked so well throughout the season.

Miller plans to attend trade school after graduation, and | am sure that the focus and
work ethic that he has shown on the ice will ensure him success elsewhere.
Congratulations, Connor.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou Centre.
TURNBULL, BLAYRE: WINTER OLYMPICS (2018) - SILVER MEDAL

HON. PAT DUNN: Mr. Speaker, each time Olympian Blayre Turnbull, from
Stellarton, stepped on the ice for Team Canada’s Women’s Hockey Team in Pyeongchang,
two of her biggest fans were glued to their TV screen. Her grandparents, Leona and Sam
Turnbull, also from Stellarton, realized that their granddaughter was realizing an
unbelievable dream - regardless of what time of day or night, they were awake to watch
their granddaughter and Team Canada compete against other teams at the Olympics.

Leona and Sam were overjoyed to see Blayre reach the pinnacle of her career,
competing against the best female hockey players in the world.

Blayre has returned home proudly wearing a silver medal.
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Antigonish.
KIDS FIRST FAMILY RES. CTR.: COATS FOR FAMILIES - THANK
HON. RANDY DELOREY: Mr. Speaker, the Kids First Family Resource Centre
offers free programs and services to families in Antigonish. Their programs are all focused

on families. For example, some of the programs include prenatal education, breastfeeding
support, parent and tot drop-in, and car seat installation, among many others.
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A special initiative, which they have done for the last six years, is called Coats for
Families. It provides new and gently used winter coats and snow pants to those in need.
Last year Kids First donated 75 coats and 60 pairs of snow pants to families in Antigonish
County. One of their biggest supporters is the Knights of Columbus - it’s a natural fit for
the organization as they have a global initiative called Coats for Kids.

Mr. Speaker, an initiative like Coats for Families can have a profound effect on the
lives of so many. I’d like to take the opportunity to thank Kids First for the constant support
they offer the families in Antigonish, including my own. My wife and | value the support
offered when we returned home to Antigonish with our young family nearly a decade ago.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Preston-Dartmouth.
NORTH PRESTON GREEN HANDS: ACHIEVEMENTS - CONGRATS.

HON. KEITH COLWELL: Mr. Speaker, I’d like to recognize the North Preston
Green Hands, a community group of youth ranging from the ages of 6 to 26, who are
actively involved in gardening in their community. These dedicated young people prepare,
plant, maintain, and harvest a community garden and, in the process, learn responsibility
and teamwork. They also learn the lifelong skills of self-sufficiency and hard work.

The North Preston Green Hands held a Fall harvest celebration, featuring a meal
that included fresh vegetables straight from the garden, and did an excellent job in the
presentation.

| applaud and congratulate the North Preston Green Hands on their many significant
achievements and wish them continued success in the future.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings North.
BRUCE, CYNTHIA: ACCESSIBILITY ADVISORY BD. APPT. - CONGRATS.

MR. JOHN LOHR: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to congratulate a woman in my riding
of Kings North who is fulfilling her dream of promoting accessibility to all those in need.
Cynthia Bruce, the first Ph.D. in Education graduate from Acadia University studied
inclusive education as her dissertation. She was appointed as one of the first members of
the provincial Accessibility Advisory Board.

| wish to congratulate Ms. Bruce and wish the other members of the advisory board
well as they embark on this important work.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Clare-Digby.
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TLC ANIMAL SHELTER (DIGBY): VOLUNTEERS - THANK

MR. GORDON WILSON: Volunteers are so important to our communities. The
volunteers at the TLC Animal Shelter in Digby, including Dorothy Andrews, who has run
the shelter for the last 30 years, care for the many cats and dogs that are temporarily housed
at the shelter. Many of the volunteers have dual roles, caring for animals and trying to
ensure that the shelter will have the funds needed to continue to operate.

The TLC Animal Shelter is a small, independent, no-kill shelter, dependent on
donations to pay for its operations. In our community, their efforts do not go unnoticed. In
September, the shelter was the recipient of a contribution by the group, Digby Care 25,
money that will be used to maintain their building. The shelter’s benefactors are gracious,
but money is often tight.

For all the work and sacrifices they make to care for unwanted animals, | would
like to thank and recognize the volunteers of the TLC Animal Shelter - especially Dorothy
Andrews.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sydney River-Mira-Louisbourg.

HANNA, ASHLEIGH/29 SYDNEY KIWANIS AIR CADETS:
WINTER COMFORT KITS - THANK

HON. ALFIE MACLEOD: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to acknowledge Ashleigh
Hanna, from Howie Centre, for once again thinking of the less fortunate at this time of the
year. This is the third year Ashleigh Hanna, who is 14 years old and a Grade 9 student, has
gone about providing winter comfort Kits for those in need.

This year she was joined by her friend from the 29 Sydney Kiwanis Air Cadets.
They put out 200 bags with another 200 to go, to the surrounding communities. These Kits
include hats, mitts, and scarves to keep the homeless warm during the winter months.
Ashley forgoes Christmas gifts in order to ensure that others are being looked after.

| stand today to thank Ashley Hannah and her friends from 29" Sydney Kiwanis
Air Cadets for being true Cape Bretoners. We are all proud of your commitment and your
compassion.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Guysborough-Eastern Shore-
Tracadie.

O’HANDLEY, WANDA: SUNSHINE MOVEMENT - GRATITUDE

HON. LLOYD HINES: I rise today to recognize a wonderful new initiative started
by Wanda O’Handley of Canso Nova Scotia.
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The Sunshine Movement is a new group of volunteers from the Canso and
Guysborough area. Their focus is to bring happiness to the lives of others through small
acts of kindness and contributions to the community. So far, they have made Valentine
gifts of baked goods, crafts, knitted comfort dolls, newborn hats, sewn mastectomy pillows,
seatbelt covers, and delivered them in person to the surrounding hospitals and nursing
homes. Keep in mind, they have only been active since January of this year.

The positivity and compassionate hearts of my constituency will never cease to
amaze me. My deepest gratitude to this movement. I can’t wait to see the amazing projects
in their future.

I will leave you with the words of Wanda: a simple act can change the way people
see and view the world, and it starts with us!

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Colchester-Musquodoboit Valley.
PELLEY, JANET - TRURO LIBRARY DIR.: RETIREMENT - CONGRATS.

MR. LARRY HARRISON: I rise today to acknowledge the dedicated service of
Janet Pelley, who retired in February as director of the Truro Library.

Janet’s career spanned the creation of the Elmsdale and Tatamagouche Libraries,
saw the demise of the bookmobile, and welcomed the Mount Uniacke Library into the
regional system. She was part of the transition from manual card catalogues and book
stamping to electronic data records, joining the organization when the Truro Library was
only eight years old. The culmination of her career was the recent opening of the new
library, which is truly based on community as well as on books and literacy.

| would like to congratulate Ms. Pelley on her retirement and wish her all the best
in the next chapter of her life.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Armdale.
SCHOOL HEALTHY EATING PROG.: VOLUNTEERS - THANK

HON. LENA DIAB: Children who eat well-balanced and healthy meals have better
health and academic success.

That’s why I was proud to see our government commit to nearly doubling its
support for the School Healthy Eating Program. With an almost $2 million annual
investment, all public school students across Nova Scotia will soon be able to start each
day with a healthy breakfast. Some schools will also be able to expand their current Healthy
Eating Programs to include snacks beyond breakfast. That’s an initiative I’'m proud of. I'm
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also proud of all the hard work that Nourish Nova Scotia has put into supporting our school
nutrition programs through funding, leadership, and resources.

These programs depend on parent and teacher volunteers too. | want to thank them
all. Indeed, | had the opportunity to attend, at Ecole Chebucto Heights Elementary, and see
the good work and smiling faces of all involved. Merci.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cumberland North on an
introduction.

MS. ELIZABETH SMITH-MCCROSSIN: | beg leave to make an introduction.
MR. SPEAKER: Permission granted.

MS. SMITH-MCCROSSIN: | would like to introduce former Member of
Parliament Scott Armstrong to the gallery today. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Fairview-Clayton Park.
HFX. WEST BOYS SOCCER TEAM: TOURNAMENT PLAY - CONGRATS.

HON. PATRICIA ARAB: | would like to recognize the Halifax West Boys Soccer
team for winning the Kings-Edgehill Fall classic soccer tournament for the third year in a
row. The team not only successfully competed in several local tournaments, but also made
the trip to Québec City where they finished with three wins and one tie. They also can be
commended for defeating Citadel High, allowing them to win the Capital Region
Championship.

The Halifax West Boys Soccer team are notorious not only for their skills on the
field, but also their commitment to the community. This is thanks not only to the players
but also the dedicated parents and coaching staff. | ask the members of this House to join
me in congratulating the Halifax West Boys Soccer team and coaching staff for their
successful season.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you very much. | would just like to remind all members,
while we have a couple of seconds here, that member statements are one minute. | have
been a little lenient today and the previous day on Member Statements. Tomorrow, we’ll
tighten it up a little bit.
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[2:00 p.m.]

ORDERS OF THE DAY
ORAL QUESTIONS PUT BY MEMBERS TO MINISTERS
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Leader of the Official Opposition.
PREM. - GLAZE REPORT: BOARD ELIMINATION - CONCERN

MS. KARLA MACFARLANE: Mr. Speaker, my question through you is to the
Premier. Earlier this year, the government announced that it would be adopting all of the
recommendations from the Glaze report and immediately moving forward with 11
recommendations.

Among these is the recommendation to eliminate all the English-language school
boards and centralize decision-making within the Department of Education and Early
Childhood Development. It does require that the democratically elected school boards be
disbanded in favour of inaccessible department officials.

The skepticism is justified. It echoes this government’s decision to amalgamate the
regional health boards into the much-discombobulated Nova Scotia Health Authority.

My question is, why does the Premier insist on subjecting the education system to
the same failed experiment that has thrown the health care system into a crisis?

HON. STEPHEN MCNEIL (The Premier): | want to thank the honourable member
for the question. | want to thank all those hard-working educators across the province.

She knows that we have heard from parents, we have heard from teachers, and we
have heard from administrators that the current structure wasn’t working. This was about
providing a structure that works. The bill that is introduced today ensures that we have site-
based management and principals and vice-principals who can do the job they want to do,
which is manage the schools and ensure that the quality of the education that all of us want
for our children and that they want for our children will be in place there.

We’re going to continue to work with those educators to make sure that we
transform the administrative side of education so that we then can implement the inclusion
report that will be coming. Our budget will reflect our commitment to that report.

MS. MACFARLANE: That answer is obviously a pattern that we have seen. It’s
all too familiar.
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There were concerns about health care, and this Premier pointed the finger at other
agencies, and with the stroke of a pen, amalgamated the health boards. Not long after, we
had a record number of Nova Scotians without a family doctor, patients dying in hallways,
and health care professionals screaming for this government to wake up and notice that the
system is absolutely in a crisis.

The Premier has turned his eye to other agencies. This time it’s the school boards,
and he is blaming them for the problems. Will the Premier please acknowledge that his
plan to centralize the education system is marching our students down the same path that
has created the current crisis in our health care system?

THE PREMIER: The honourable member should read the report. It’s not
centralizing. It’s actually giving site-based management back to principals and vice-
principals. It’s the very thing that successive governments have heard from administrators
for a decade or more.

The fact of the matter is that central offices are making decisions for schools. Quite
frankly, what we have done today, Mr. Speaker - | hope with the support of the Opposition
- is enable principals and vice-principals and education leads on sites to make decisions for
their students and for their school community. It’s part of this report that the school
advisory councils be enhanced to give that local voice, the input from parents and
community leaders - not those from neighbouring communities or neighbouring school
communities but those from the existing school communities - to ensure that the kids in
those communities get the education system base that they deserve.

MS. MACFARLANE: That’s not the narrative that the majority of Nova Scotians
have, really. It is that our teachers and educational professionals have not waited for a
crisis. They have been sounding this alarm for a long time.

Mr. Speaker, they are trying to alert the Premier to the dangerous impacts of
centralization. They are asking the Premier to come forward with a plan that doesn’t put
government on one side, the teachers on another side, and unfortunately, the parents and
students right in the middle.

In order to hear from students, parents, teachers, and school board members, will
the Premier commit to a full round of public consultations specific to the Glaze
recommendations before they are implemented?

THE PREMIER: | want to tell the honourable member that the minister has
travelled this province talking not only to teachers but also to principals and to SACs.

Unlike that Party, we’re going to fix the challenges facing this province. For too
long, we have gone out and asked for reports and let them sit on a shelf. We’re acting.
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MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Leader of the New Democratic Party.
PREM. - GLAZE REPORT: LOSS OF LOCAL VOICES - CONCERN

MR. GARY BURRILL: Nothing about the government’s modified plans for the
Glaze report announced this morning does anything to address the dismay there is across
Nova Scotia about the loss of local elected school board voices and their replacement with
a super-centralized bureaucracy in Halifax.

Mr. Speaker, given how badly his super-centralization has worked out for patients
in health care, can the Premier explain how eliminating local voices will make any
meaningful improvement for kids in schools?

THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, again | want to encourage the honourable member
to read the report and have a chance to look at the bill. As a matter of fact, what happenes
is we’re giving more decision making to education leads in schools and, quite frankly,
we’re asking community members to continue to work on the SACs across this province,
which many have been.

What we’re going to provide in this bill is an opportunity for some funding for them
to make decisions that impact the individual children and the learning environment they
are in. At the same time administrators will manage and lead the schools across this
province from an educational point of view, to ensure that it reflects the reality of the
communities they are in.

MR. BURRILL: Mr. Speaker, what | am speaking about is elected local voices. It
is difficult to understand why the government should have such a difficult time to fathom
why this is a matter of such concern to people across the province - elected local voices.

Consider Jennifer Raven from the Halifax Regional School Board. Through her
efforts, amongst other things, every morning now in the Halifax area schools there is a land
acknowledgement and there is the first report on racism and discrimination that has been
initiated in Halifax schools. Ms. Raven reports in the media today that she is afraid her
work is being tossed aside.

Why wouldn’t she be afraid that her work is being tossed aside? That’s exactly
what’s happening to her and the other members of the school boards.

THE PREMIER: Is there a question?
MR. BURRILL: Why would Ms. Raven not feel tossed aside, given exactly the

treatment the Premier and his government have given to her and other members of the
school boards?
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THE PREMIER: | want to thank the honourable member for the question. I want
to thank not only Ms. Raven but all school board members across the province who have
been working on behalf of students in this province. The fact of the matter is, the
administrative model has not worked. We’ve heard from teachers and we’ve heard from
administrators that the current structure was not working.

We hired someone to come in to do a report. They provided a path forward. Mr.
Speaker, one of those recommendations was the elimination of school boards in a fractured
system across this province. We’ve embraced it.

There were other recommendations that we took out, and we talked to school
communities, we talked to administrators, we talked to teachers. They have been adjusted
to reflect some of the concerns that we had.

We believe we have in place now, and we will after this bill passes, an
administrative model that will allow us to implement the recommendations that will come
from the inclusion report that will really impact students in classrooms across this province.
I am looking forward to working with educators to ensure we do just that.

MR. BURRILL: Mr. Speaker, it is precisely the impact and the lack of benefit on
kids in classrooms that is at issue. | was moved by a recent email from a young teacher,
Rhea Thibault. She writes: | am not strong enough to endure the hate that the government
continually spews at me. | am so proud of what | do and accomplish in the class, but I can’t
support my students if the government doesn’t allow me to do my job to the best of my
abilities.

Mr. Speaker, the education changes being proposed do not do one thing for the
situation of kids in classrooms that Ms. Thibault is writing about. So here is the question:
how dare the Premier present wiping out local voices as though that were an answer to the
desperate challenges experienced by the teachers of Nova Scotia?

THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, | want to thank the honourable member and | want
to communicate directly to Ms. Thibault.

This piece of legislation today will eliminate all the barriers between the Minister
of Education and Early Childhood Development and her classroom. | want to ensure Ms.
Thibault and all teachers across this province that this government has heard what they said
about their classroom. When the recommendations on inclusion are announced, our budget
will reflect our commitment and we’ll have an ongoing commitment with teachers across
this province to address the very issues they’ve talked about, which is inclusion. This bill
will give us a direct path to their classroom to work directly with them.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Leader of the Official Opposition.
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PREM. - DOCTOR SHORTAGE: NET GAIN/LOSS - MAGNITUDE

MS. KARLA MACFARLANE: Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Premier. One
hundred thousand Nova Scotians without a family doctor. My family is actually within that
100,000 - 100,000 Nova Scotians need a family doctor.

Yesterday | asked the Premier how many doctors Nova Scotia had lost since the
Fall and he told me how many doctors Nova Scotia had gained since the Spring. | believe
that amount was around 100.

Can the Premier tell the people of Nova Scotia if the province experienced a net
gain or a net loss of doctors in the last year, and the magnitude of that net gain/net loss?

THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, | want to thank the honourable member for the
question.

What | said yesterday, we had 100 new doctors since April. | think the Minister of
Health and Wellness corrected me, I think it’s 110. We’re going to continue to work with
communities across the province. | want to thank the Minister of Immigration who has
brought in a new pilot program that will allow us to bring medical professionals right into
our system. We’ll continue to work with Doctors NS to address the challenges facing some
communities and I’'m looking forward to continuing to move this province forward.

MS. MACFARLANE: Mr. Speaker, maybe the Premier can table that list of 110.
That’s an exact number, that’s great - where are they? Nova Scotians have real unaddressed
health care needs. They will sleep better when they are certain they have access to the
primary health care provider they both require and, more importantly, deserve. The gain or
loss of doctors isn’t the only figure that will tell the story of our health care crisis, a more
important figure tells us whether the people are getting the care they need.

My question to the Premier is, how many Nova Scotians have been removed from
the family doctor wait-list in the last year?

THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, I don’t know in the last year, but I think since about
April, it’s been about 8,000.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth South.
EECD: BILL NO. 72 - CONSULTATION
MS. CLAUDIA CHENDER: Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Minister of
Education and Early Childhood Development. Over the last two days in this House, the

minister has insisted that his focus is on all students. However, his government’s
disappearing of the democratically-elected school boards, and their dedicated African Nova
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Scotian and Mi’kmaq representatives, will do nothing to improve the situation for our kids
in classrooms, and will not address what parents, teachers, and students have been calling
out for.

Can the minister point to a single provision in this hastily-compiled, enormous,
omnibus bill - not some future plan or future initiative - that will make one difference for
my children, and other children, in classrooms?

HON. ZACH CHURCHILL: Mr. Speaker, |1 can name several. Fixing the
administrative structure, which has led to different achievement outcomes from one region
to the next - that is a problem this will help fix. Having more resources go from central
offices into classrooms will help. Having a rural education strategy to meet the needs of
those in the extreme areas of our province will help.

Enhancing the voice of African Nova Scotians and Mi’kmaq in the department with
executive director positions that will be permanent and focused on the achievement gap
that we have been unable to fix, despite the fact that we’ve had representation on our school
boards, will have a direct impact. Empowering our teachers to have more say over course
materials, curricula, giving our principals the freedom to be without conflict of interest to
focus on the needs of our Kids.

All of these things will directly impact our kids for the better. (Applause)

MS. CHENDER: Mr. Speaker, notwithstanding the self-serving applause, | heard
nothing on that list that has been requested by teachers, students, or administrators.

What we’ve learned from the elimination of local health authorities is that
centralizing decision-making has not improved patient care, or resulted in greater focus on
health and wellness. What it has done is left communities fending for themselves without
services that meet local needs, and has created constant questions about who is accountable
for decisions. Now we’re getting ready for the same issues in our education system.

Given what is at stake, and our experience in health care, why won’t the minister
pause this bill to consult with local communities, rather than dictate to them - which is my
interpretation of what’s happened so far - about what is needed in classrooms?

MR. CHURCHILL: Mr. Speaker, in fact the objectives of this report, of this
legislation, | believe are reflective to the primary concerns that we have heard. This will
help us implement an inclusive education policy that will better improve the classroom
complexity challenges teachers have been dealing with.

It’s so interesting that for a year, I’ve been hearing from the Opposition that’s told
us this system is in crisis, the education system is broken. Now that we are on the verge of
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having the single greatest reforms that have happened in this province since history in
education, they have become defenders of the status quo.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings North.
[2:15 p.m.]
JUSTICE - CANNABIS RETAIL PLAN: TASK FORCE ADVICE - IGNORE

MR. JOHN LOHR: Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Minister of Justice. After
months and months of delay and silence, in December, we finally learned about this
government’s plan to sell marijuana to Nova Scotians. Imagine our surprise to learn that
the Minister of Justice chose to ignore explicit advice from the Health Canada Task Force
on Marijuana Legalization. That task force said, “Jurisdictions should avoid and strongly
discourage the co-location of retail cannabis and alcohol or tobacco sales wherever
possible.” I will table that.

The minister took that advice under advisement and proceeded to set up marijuana
boutiques in existing provincial liquor stores. My question for the minister is, what
independent peer-reviewed analysis did the minister conduct to allow him to throw out
Health Canada’s explicit recommendations on retail sales of marijuana?

MR. FUREY: Mr. Speaker, that report was actually a group assembled federally -
not Health Canada, but a group assembled federally. What my colleague has omitted is that
the report said, if you are going to co-locate, ensure you place these safeguards: no co-
location in the same space, so separate facilities - we’re doing that; as far as training
available to staff, it’s important that they understand; signage that speaks to the challenges
of co-use.

These are the types of things that the report actually identified, that if a government
chose to co-locate, ensure you place these safeguards. We plan to do that, Mr. Speaker.

MR. LOHR: Mr. Speaker, I’d like to thank the minister for that answer.

Nova Scotians are very worried that selling alcohol and marijuana in the same store
could lead to increased cases of impairment while driving. Encouraging the combination
of alcohol and marijuana could also lead to unpredictable impairment effects. The threat to
public safety is so serious that all U.S. states that have legalized marijuana have banned
co-location. Nova Scotia is alone among Canadian provinces in selling marijuana through
existing liquor stores.

My question for the minister is, will the Minister of Justice admit that his is a flawed
approach, and commit to reviewing the decision to co-locate marijuana and alcohol in the
critical interest of public safety?
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MR. FUREY: Mr. Speaker, one of the strengths of the Nova Scotia Liquor
Commission is their social policy and the extensive training that they have undertaken in
the sale of a regulated product.

They are the environment that best positions Nova Scotians to protect the health
and safety of our youth and to mitigate the illicit use of the cannabis substance. We believe
we are on the right track. We have had constructive feedback that this is the right direction
to go.

As a matter of fact, | met with the president of MADD Canada this week, and the
president of MADD Canada has endorsed our model over and above the models of every
other province in this country.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Inverness.
H&W - INCOME TAX ACT (FED.): PROPOSED CHANGES - EFFECTS

MR. ALLAN MACMASTER: Mr. Speaker, this week we saw the tabling of the
federal budget. Last session our caucus stood up and acknowledged and raised awareness
of flaws in proposed changes to the federal Income Tax Act. We didn’t need a weekend at
a chalet in Provence to know that it was going to hurt small business.

The federal government has backed off on some of those changes, but we know
that professional incorporations are still going to be targeted. In our province, 75 per cent
of physicians are fee-for-service - or 75 per cent of them are incorporated, which probably
suggests they are fee-for-service. They’re already paying more tax in this province than
other provinces. We could lose them.

Has this government considered the need to increase fee-for-services? | direct this
question to the Minister of Health and Wellness.

HON. RANDY DELOREY: Mr. Speaker, as we continue our work with the federal
government, as the member knows, we’ve had conversations with the federal Minister of
Finance. | did, and the Minister of Finance and Treasury Board had those conversations as
well.

The work that goes on as fee-for-service initiatives within the family physician
space - for physicians when they are billing for their services being provided on behalf of
Nova Scotians and the primary health care system.

MR. MACMASTER: Well, Mr. Speaker, I didn’t really hear an answer there.

This is a serious problem. Many of our new doctors, especially, are on salary, and
it won’t affect them, but more of our doctors are on fee-for-service. When they’re doing
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their income taxes this time of the year, they’re comparing what they’re paying in this
province for income tax and what they could be paying in other provinces. This could be
another nail in the coffin of many of those doctors, because they may choose to move
elsewhere.

It’s a federal change, but it has impact for our province, both for retention of doctors
and also for taxpayers. If this government, in response to the federal changes, has to raise
those fees for service, that means Nova Scotians are going to be paying more for their
health care services.

Has the minister completed an analysis of what the potential cost to the taxpayer
might be?

MR. DELOREY: Mr. Speaker, as the federal government’s budget just came down
a couple of days ago, no analyses have been completed yet but certainly we work with the
Minister of Finance and Treasury Board, and his department and staff, to analyze all details
and aspects of the budget and how it would apply or impact the Province of Nova Scotia,
not just for our health care services but for all programs and services that we offer
throughout the province.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cumberland North.
H&W - PARAMEDICS: #CODECRITICAL - CONCERNS

MS. ELIZABETH SMITH-MCCROSSIN: Mr. Speaker, have you heard of the
latest Twitter campaign? It’s #codecritical. It is being done by our paramedics who are
desperate for this government to hear their voices. They are tweeting #codecritical to try to
get the government’s attention because of the unsafe situations around our province.

Last Friday evening, the safety of emergency health services in the northern region
was in jeopardy. There was one ambulance between New Glasgow, Truro, and Springhill.
The paramedics’ union has said that this is becoming more and more common, and there
is a huge part of Nova Scotia without adequate coverage.

Does the Minister of Health and Wellness disagree with the paramedics’
#codecritical, or does he share their concerns that these off-load delays for ambulances are
contributing to the health care crisis in Nova Scotia?

HON. RANDY DELOREY: I thank the member for the question. Indeed, | believe
like all members in the Legislature here - and | know we have some former paramedics
who are here on the floor with me, from several parts of the province. I’d first of all like to
recognize the great work that our paramedics provide on behalf of all Nova Scotians.
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The concerns being raised by paramedics, in particular the union representing
paramedics around off-load times and the impact that has on availability of services -
indeed that’s something I’ve asked staff to prepare a report and some recommendations for
me, to see what steps we can take to improve our efficiency in that area.

MS. SMITH-MCCROSSIN: It’s time for this government to listen. There are too
many unsafe situations. We need to look at what is the source of this problem. There are
no hospital beds so our emergency rooms are full, backlogged with admitted patients lying
in the hallways and sometimes dying.

It’s time for this Minister of Health and Wellness and this government to take these
problems seriously and help find solutions. My question to the Minister of Health and
Wellness is, it’s one thing to recognize #codecritical, but what is his department actually
going to do to solve this problem so that our ambulances are not waiting up to 11 hours to
unload patients to the emergency department?

MR. DELOREY: Mr. Speaker, as | mentioned previously to the last question,
indeed I did listen, I do listen. I’ve asked for a report and some recommendations from
staff to look at exactly those challenges that the member has highlighted, and what can be
done to help improve the situation. That’s part of what we do and what we expect within
our health care system, both within the Department of Health and Wellness but also with
our partners and the health authorities - the NSHA and the IWK - and our other partners,
like EHS providing ambulance services.

It is by working together, Mr. Speaker, that we can come forward with solutions to
the challenges that we face.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cape Breton Centre.
H&W: QEIl REDEVELOPMENT PROJ. - LONG-TERM CARE BEDS

MS. TAMMY MARTIN: Mr. Speaker, yesterday when asked about the QEII
redevelopment project and how it deals with the long-term care beds in Nova Scotia and
its aging population, the Deputy Minister of Health and Wellness told the Public Accounts
Committee that questions around long-term care are entirely separate from the hospital
redevelopment, leaving me to assume that there will be no new nursing home beds as part
of this health system overhaul, which almost doesn’t make any sense, but regardless.

Can the minister explain why, at a time when nearly one-third of our acute care
beds at the Dartmouth General Hospital are filled by people waiting for long-term care
beds, why there are no new plans to add nursing home spaces in our health care system?

HON. RANDY DELOREY: I thank the member for the question and the interest
in the ongoing QEII redevelopment project, Mr. Speaker. This is an ambitious and
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important project for the province. It is one of the largest public infrastructure projects this
province has embarked on in several decades towards our important health care system.

The question asked and the purpose of redevelopment is to focus on the services
that are being provided in the existing facility, how we respond to the needs of the
community for those services being provided at that site, and how we’re going to distribute
that at sites across the province. As responded at Public Accounts, I’d indicated that was
not a long-term care facility, so that’s not part of that redevelopment project.

MS. MARTIN: Mr. Speaker, how can we look at overhauling a health care system
when we’re not looking at one of the crucial problems, which is long-term care beds?

Positive thinking won’t stop Nova Scotians from growing old; optimism won’t
change our demographic situation. We are going to need nursing home beds whether the
government likes it or not. Reality isn’t always rosy; sometimes it’s negative. Home care
is a crucial service, but to build the entire continuing care system on it doesn’t make any
sense. We all know seniors who need more than home care can offer. Like it or not, reality
is reality.

Mr. Speaker, does this Minister of Health and Wellness really believe that we do
not need new nursing home beds?

MR. DELOREY: Mr. Speaker, as the member cited in her remarks, an effort, a
significant effort is being made in the province, and has been in our first term in
government, focused on our home care policy based on a Home First process. That’s a
phase-one initiative. The first point was to target and focus on providing the care for people
in their homes, which is preferred, and provide good care for them. Once that initiative is
under way and rolled out, that allows us to get a better assessment as to what the actual
care requirements would be within the long-term care facilities. That’s part of the ongoing
work of our continuing strategy. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cumberland North.
H&W: SENIORS’ PHARMACARE PROG. - FORMULARY EXCLUSIONS

MS. ELIZABETH SMITH-MCCROSSIN: Mr. Speaker, every week | have more
than one senior contact me because they cannot afford their medication even though they
pay into the Nova Scotia Seniors’ Pharmacare Program.

One gentleman, for example, was on a drug called Xarelto. It’s a blood thinner, and
his family physician and his cardiologist want him on this drug. He has been denied and
told that he has to go - think about this, there’s no common sense - he has to prove that he
needs this drug and, to do so, he has to go off of the drug, take a risk of having another
heart attack or stroke to prove he actually needs the drug.
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Can the Minister of Health and Wellness please explain why the formulary excludes
types of medications such as this and puts patients at risk?

HON. RANDY DELOREY: Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the member’s question.
Really what this question delves into is the process by which drugs are assessed and
selected to be or not selected to be added to the provincial formulary. It goes through a
very extensive process focused on clinical reviews that get conducted at the national level,
and recommendations come forward with these drugs after that extensive review and to
make recommendations as to the clinical circumstances and whether to list with or without
conditions. I suspect in the specific case that’s being raised by the member that it does tie
to conditions that should be met before being considered for coverage. That would likely
be the case in this particular one, but I assure her that it actually goes through an extensive
review and for consideration by clinical experts.

MS. SMITH-MCCROSSIN: Yes, so he has been told, like I already mentioned, Mr.
Speaker, he has to actually go off this medication that his cardiologist has put him on, and
does not want him on Warfarin, because it’s a superior drug in order to prove that he needs
the Xarelto, keeping in mind Xarelto means you do not need to have any lab work and your
physician does not have to monitor your INR levels weekly. | would encourage the Minister
of Health and Wellness to look more closely at these kinds of medications and not just look
at the cost of the drug, but look at the cost of the lab and physician services, the overall
cost to the patient and the health care system.

Mr. Speaker, will the Minister of Health and Wellness commit to review these
excluded drugs most commonly prescribed to determine if the formulary should possibly
be updated?

MR. DELOREY: Mr. Speaker, the member made a question or a suggestion that
we review the drugs or the total cost side for drugs. As | mentioned in my first response,
the very first step in assessing and determining whether drugs are considered to be added
to our formulary is a clinical one. It’s an assessment of a particular drug and the
performance of that drug based upon its actual efficacy. That is, the actual benefits and
success rates based upon clinical assessments of health care professionals. That’s the first
step, when compared to other types of drug treatments, whether or not it is superior is a
first step. That is probably the most important step, even prior to considering financial
aspects.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Argyle-Barrington.
TIR: CAPE SABLE ISLAND CAUSEWAY - UPDATE

HON. CHRISTOPHER D’ENTREMONT: Mr. Speaker, | thought it was apropos
to wear my Barrington Municipality tie today as | ask this question.
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My question today is for the Minister of Transportation and Infrastructure Renewal
regarding the Cape Sable Island Causeway. For a number of years, residents in the area
have expressed concerns that erosion is threatening the structural integrity of that
causeway. | raised this question, I believe, in the Spring of last year, or the Fall of this year,
so it’s something that I have come to the House with on a number of occasions.

Department staff were soon out addressing that situation, and | want to thank the
minister for his response. My understanding is that the department has completed some
drilling to determine the soundness of the causeway. Can the minister provide an update
on the findings to date, and the current status of the causeway which opened on May 1,
1949?

HON. LLOYD HINES: I really appreciate the question, especially in drawing the
House’s attention, and the attention of Nova Scotians, to the wonderful community of Cape
Sable Island, which is one of Nova Scotia’s unique, iconic communities and indeed, stands
out in Atlantic Canada.

As the member mentioned, in 1949, the solution to transportation was to take on
that unstoppable force, which is Mother Nature. In the instance of that causeway - and |
thank the member for bringing this forward - we met with the community and we met with
the local councillor. We have dispatched our people down there to view this very seriously,
to determine what the solution is going to be. We haven’t got the actual report back yet,
but I’'m expecting it in March.

MR. D’ENTREMONT: I want to thank the minister for his attention in this matter.
For the people in Clark’s Harbour, the Hawk, Clam Point, and the rest of the residents of
Cape Sable Island, the causeway is their only link to the mainland. While they would
welcome work on the causeway, the disruption is something that they would certainly
prefer to plan for.

Can the minister share any plans or next steps for the project, that will allow me to
assist those residents in planning for any disruption in travel that they might experience?

MR. HINES: Depending on the results of the report, and the extent of the
remediation that might be required, we would commit to doing a public meeting in the area
to explain what’s going to happen. It’s only normal that you would do that.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sydney River-Mira-Louisbourg.
TIR: MIRA GUT BRIDGE - UPDATE
HON. ALFIE MACLEOD: Mr. Speaker, my gquestion through you is to the Minister

of TIR as well. Last summer, we had a major failure of some infrastructure in the
community of Main-a-Dieu. It’s known as the Mira Gut Bridge. The Mira Gut Bridge is
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between the communities of Main-a-Dieu and Port Morien, and it’s a major transportation
link on the Marconi Trail. The bridge itself was about 150 years old, and it finally failed.

A couple of days ago, the Minister of Transportation and Infrastructure Renewal
stood in this House and spoke with great warmth about the beauty of Main-a-Dieu and how
everyone should visit there. Last year, when | asked him this question, he told me that at
that time, an in-depth engineering study is currently under way as to how to fix the bridge.
| wonder if the minister could provide an update on that in-depth engineering study.

HON. LLOYD HINES: Indeed, we do have a commitment to that repair. The House
should understand that that was a railway bridge at one point, when it was built, and it was
converted to a highway bridge later on. So it’s a bit of a hybrid in terms of what’s
happening. The key area there is the involvement of the federal government in terms of the
transportation access on the water through there. We’re working with them, and that will
feed into the information that we will need for the design, Mr. Speaker.

MR. MACLEOD: Thank you for the answer. It is my understanding that NAV
CANADA has some input into how this takes place, and the height, and the type of bridge
that needs to be built. My question is, could you describe to us, for the people of the area,
when the proposal for NAV CANADA was submitted, so that people can understand why
the timeline of fixing the bridge is so long?

MR. HINES: | will get that information for the member. I’'m not sure what stage
it’s at. I talked to my people this week and they are working with NAV CANADA to design
the kind of access that is going to be required because there are fishing boats that go through
there.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Truro-Bible Hill-Millbrook-Salmon
River.

ENVIRON. - NORTHERN PULP: CLASS 2 ASSESSMENT - COMMIT

MS. LENORE ZANN: My question today is for the Minister of Environment. This
week we learned there has been yet another spill from a broken pipe at Northern Pulp, this
time of ash slurry. I’ll table that.

Last year the mill failed three emissions tests - I’ll also table that - and in 2015, the
mill spilled millions of litres of toxic effluent onto Pictou Landing First Nation’s land,
which | actually saw myself, and took pictures. These are just the recent incidents, Mr.
Speaker. Without a rigorous Class 2 assessment | can understand why Nova Scotians are
skeptical about Northern Pulp’s new plan for a pipe in the Northumberland Strait.
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My question for the minister is, will the minister commit today to a Class 2
environment assessment so that more environmental damage is avoided, before it is too
late?

HON IAIN RANKIN: I want to thank the member opposite for the question. As I
said last session in this House, the project for the new effluent treatment facility at Northern
Pulp qualifies for the Class 1 assessment. That decision was made.

We continue to engage our federal colleagues and they will be involved in the
process. In terms of how the project unfolds, it is not registered yet.

| want to thank the member for highlighting the compliance action that the
Department of Environment takes. | want to thank the inspectors for going out and issuing
the directive. It’s something that this government takes very seriously, and we will continue
to do so.

MS. ZANN: Well I'd like to be able to thank the minister for stopping the pipe
action, if he could. Nova Scotia’s fishers and First Nations people are all uniting to say
clearly that what this Liberal Government is doing is just not enough. The Department of
Environment likes to point to the voluntary community consultation that Northern Pulp is
doing, but given the mill’s history, community members have been skeptical, and now that
process has broken down completely.

So, with fishers saying that they will be on the water blocking any construction if
this pipe is approved, so the government could address this impasse, Mr. Speaker, with a
Class 2 assessment, or by simply saying, no pipe.

Mr. Speaker, if the minister won’t commit to a Class 2 environment assessment,
can he guarantee today in this House to all Nova Scotians, that a pipe pumping a billion
litres of pulp mill effluent into the Northumberland Strait won’t harm the residents, the
fishing, and our tourism industry?

MR. RANKIN: Let’s be clear why we are here. We are here because we need to
clean up Boat Harbour. Successive governments have not addressed that issue. Four times
commitments have been made by the Province of Nova Scotia that that facility would close.
This government intends to meet that commitment and it does require a new effluent
treatment facility, so | am not prepared to say, no pipe.

It’s easy to say that you are on both sides and if you want the mill to close, then you
should just go ahead and say it. This project is an important project for the Province of
Nova Scotia, and we will keep our commitment. It’s the Number one example of
environmental racism in this province and we will meet that commitment.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Queens-Shelburne.
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FISH. & AQUACULTURE: JORDAN BAY SITE - DAMAGE EXTENT

MS. KIM MASLAND: Mr. Speaker, my question is to the Minister of Fisheries
and Aquaculture. The minister likes to boast about all of the aquaculture regulations he has
implemented as Minister of Fisheries and Aquaculture. On multiple occasions, both inside
this House and in the media, the minister has claimed there was minimal damage at the
Jordan Bay site, only 50 salmon died and none had escaped.

I’m not questioning the minister’s statements but I want to see, fishers want to see,
and the community wants to see, the information he is basing his comments on. At the end
of the day we want to be satisfied that we know the truth. Will the minister do his job, use
his ministerial discretion and table all the Jordan Bay inspection site reports, from January
5, 2008, up until today?

HON. KEITH COLWELL: Thank you very much. We will be tabling a report on
exactly what it costs the department to follow up on erroneous reports of floating salmon
in the harbour, salmon piled up on the beaches, and all these things.

Again, as | said the other day, we put the helicopters up twice to review this place
and took photographs of the area. There was none. It’s a repeated story, over and over
again. It costs the department thousands and thousands of dollars to investigate things that
aren’t real.

MS. MASLAND: Mr. Speaker, | thank the minister for the response. Unlike the
minister, | put on my boots on January 19", and | walked that coastline. I didn’t get in a
helicopter. I have photos that I will table for the House. That doesn’t look like minimal
debris to me.

The aquaculture industry is still growing. It’s going to be vital for our rural
communities. That’s why we need to be as transparent as possible and do things right. We
don’t need government secrecy against the people in the community who are on the ground,
not flying around in helicopters.

There are pictures of ghost nets on the shore, feeding tubes all over the place, and
salmon pens torn open, and claims of dead fish loaded on a truck ready to be discarded.
My question is, how can the minister dismiss the concern of the community when they are
the ones taking the pictures and walking the shorelines?

MR. COLWELL: Thank you again for the question. Indeed, we had enforcement
staff on site through the whole process. The company cleaned up the debris that was on the
coastline, as they were supposed to do, and as under the Act they have to do. Unlike any
other pollution, or any other things that go on the shore of any harbour in this province,
that’s the only industry that has to clean it up. It’s the only industry that we have the ability
to enforce.
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When you talk about debris - I was in Digby, and | never saw sign of you or anyone
else there. (Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. Order, please. (Interruptions)

Order, please. I’d like to remind the honourable minister not to refer to members
opposite directly.

The honourable Minister of Fisheries and Aquaculture.

MR. COLWELL: I withdraw that, honourable Speaker. I went to Digby for the
cleanup in the harbour, and there were indeed a couple of abandoned fish pens there that
ha