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House of Assembly
Nova Scotia

HALIFAX, WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2018
Sixty-third General Assembly
First Session
1:00 P.M.

SPEAKER
Hon. Kevin Murphy

DEPUTY SPEAKERS
Mr. Chuck Porter, Ms. Suzanne Lohnes-Croft

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. Before we begin the daily routine, the topic for late
debate tonight, at the moment of interruption, as submitted by the honourable member for
Cumberland North is:

Therefore be it resolved that Liberal management has caused a crisis in health care
and that the government seems determined to deal the same fate to Nova Scotia’s education
system.

For late debate, at the moment of interruption.

We’ll now begin the daily routine.

PRESENTING AND READING PETITIONS

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Community Services.

2045
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HON. KELLY REGAN: Mr. Speaker, | beg leave to table a petition on behalf of
210 residents of the Basinview school community. The operative clause is:

“THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the undersigned request the Nova
Scotia Department of Education and Early Childhood Development build a
new elementary school to accommodate the influx of new students in
Bedford.”

| have affixed my signature, according to the Rules of the House. Thank you, Mr.
Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: The petition is tabled.

PRESENTING REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

TABLING REPORTS, REGULATIONS AND OTHER PAPERS

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS

GOVERNMENT NOTICES OF MOTION

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Communities, Culture and Heritage.
RESOLUTION NO. 742

HON. LEO GLAVINE: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Heritage Day provides an opportunity for Nova Scotians to gather,
recognize, and celebrate the achievements of those who have made significant
contributions to our province and the world abroad; and

Whereas during Heritage Day weekend, | was honoured to deliver remarks about
Mona Parsons, a Nova Scotia war hero who lived a life characterized by courageous service
and defiance to tyranny; and

Whereas the incredible story of Mona Parsons, our 2018 Heritage Day honouree,
has received widespread recognition as a result of Heritage Day events across the province;

Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly extend their
appreciation to Nova Scotians throughout the province for participating in Heritage Day
events and for celebrating the spirit of Mona Parsons, a young Nova Scotia woman whose
courageous actions made a difference during a dark chapter of history.
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Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Education and Early Childhood Development.
RESOLUTION NO. 743

HON. ZACH CHURCHILL: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day
| shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas February 28, 2018, marks the Pink Shirt Day, a movement started by Nova
Scotians David Shepherd and Travis Price after seeing a student being bullied in school;
and

Whereas this year the focus is on cyberbullying, and people across Canada and the
world unite in celebrating diversity and raising awareness to stop all forms of bullying; and

Whereas it is important to celebrate the differences among us to ensure that every
Nova Scotian has the opportunity to fulfill their dreams, to feel comfortable in the
community, and be able to show us who they are;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly work together
to eradicate cyberbullying and all forms of bullying in Nova Scotia, while promoting
acceptance, understanding, and respect for all.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
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The motion is carried.
The honourable Minister of African Nova Scotian Affairs.
RESOLUTION NO. 744

HON. TONY INCE: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Bradford J. Barton received the Order of Nova Scotia in 2017, which is
the province’s highest honour, recognizing individuals for their outstanding contributions,
and shines a light on the efforts they have made in their communities; and

Whereas Mr. Barton spent his professional career as a teacher in the education
system and has worked throughout his life in the pursuit of positive race relations, cross-
cultural understanding, and human rights; and

Whereas Mr. Barton pioneered integration of the Nova Scotia schools, created the
foundation for inclusion of African Nova Scotian learners, educators, and curricula, and is
an internationally recognized sports official, having given 50 years of service as a coach,
referee, and mentor;

Therefore be it resolved that the members of this House of Assembly join me in
congratulating Bradford J. Barton on receiving the Order of Nova Scotia and commend
him on advocating for youth, creating an environment for all students to succeed, and for
being an inspiration in the African Nova Scotian community.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Communities, Culture and Heritage.
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RESOLUTION NO. 745

HON. LEO GLAVINE: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Barbara Hannigan, an operatic soprano and orchestra conductor from
Waverley, Nova Scotia, won a Grammy Award for Best Classical Solo Vocal album,
entitled Crazy Girl Crazy, in 2018; and

Whereas the Grammy Awards are presented by The Recording Academy to
recognize achievement in the mainly English-language music industry; and

Whereas Ms. Hannigan has achieved renown in Europe and North America as a
singer and advocate of new opera, has been noted for her passionate and physical
performances in performance art, has broken boundaries and proven versatility, and is a
high-achieving iconoclast in a profession where women orchestra conductors are rare;

Therefore be it resolved that members of the House of Assembly join me in
acknowledging Barbara Hannigan on receiving the Grammy Award for Best Classical Solo
Vocal album in 2018, a highly prestigious and extraordinary musical achievement that is
recognized around the world.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

Bill No. 69 - Entitled an Act to Provide Dental Health Care for all Nova Scotian
Children. (Mr. Gary Burrill)

Bill No. 70 - Entitled an Act to Amend Chapter 1 of the Acts of 2003. The
Apprenticeship and Trades Qualifications Act. (Hon. Labi Kousoulis)

Bill No. 71 - Entitled an Act to Amend Chapter 7 of the Acts of 2011. The Fair
Drug Pricing Act. (Ms. Tammy Martin)
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MR. SPEAKER: Ordered that these bills be read a second time on a future day.
NOTICES OF MOTION
STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Preston-Dartmouth.
[1:15 p.m/]
RCL CENTENNIAL BR. 160: POPPY CAMPAIGN - CONGRATS.

HON. KEITH COLWELL: Mr. Speaker, I’d like to recognize Centennial Legion
Branch 160 Royal Canadian Legion on their very successful Poppy Campaign that raised
approximately $72,000 to support the important work of the Legion.

These funds are used strictly in compliance with the Poppy Manual to support
veterans and their families, and seniors in our community, and medical research at the
Dartmouth General and Camp Hill Hospitals. The campaign’s success depends entirely on
a group of tireless volunteers working in conjunction with many community businesses
and organizations.

| applaud and congratulate the Centennial Branch 160 for this significant
achievement, and for making a positive difference in the lives of veterans, and our
communities.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou West.

MARTIN, DANIEL:
N.S. SPECIAL OLYMPIAN OF THE YR. (2017) - CONGRATS.

MS. KARLA MACFARLANE: Mr. Speaker, | would like to congratulate Daniel
Martin of Pictou, who will be named the 2017 Nova Scotia Special Olympian of the Year.

Daniel first joined Special Olympics and tried the sport of snowshoeing in 2011.
Since then, he has taken home medals and had great success at both the national, and world
games. Daniel trains four-to-five times a week, and through his hard work and
commitment, he has achieved great success. We are all so proud of him and his
achievements with Nova Scotia Special Olympics.

I wish him the best of luck in future competitions. I know he will do us
tremendously proud, and he is an admirable representative of Pictou West and Nova Scotia.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Chebucto.
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PETERSON, BETTY: DEATH OF - TRIBUTE

MR. GARY BURRILL: Mr. Speaker, on Saturday Canada lost one of its great civic
personages and beacons for peace and social justice, with the passing of Betty Peterson in
Halifax. Betty was 100 years old.

Betty Peterson’s name was synonymous with the struggle for a more just and
equitable world. She travelled the country fighting for Indigenous rights, and organizing
for peace, particularly through the Voice of Women and the Halifax Society of Friends.
Betty was a role model to generations, particularly women, and her 100" birthday party
last November in the city was a great music and joy-filled reunion of a legion of Betty’s
friends and admirers, over a succession of many decades.

In 2015, the Canadian Voice of Women presented Betty Peterson with the Muriel
Duckworth Award for Peace Activism. The citation for that award read as follows:

“For many years, you have dedicated tireless hours to many of civil
society’s peace and social justice communities. As an unstoppable
advocate through non-violence trainings, campaigns, workshops,
lobbying, especially for disarmament and First Nations peoples’
concerns, your leadership speaks of the resourcefulness and strength
you have dedicated to positive change.”

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Clare-Digby.

SABEAN, EBEN/TUFTS, JOAN:
GOV. GEN. SOVEREIGN’S MEDAL - CONGRATS.

MR. GORDON WILSON: Mr. Speaker, last summer the Governor General of
Canada presented three honours to 70 deserving Atlantic Canadians, including the
Sovereign’s Medal for Volunteer. This medal was presented to the following individuals
from the Digby County area:

Eben Sabean has been a leader within our community, commanding volunteer
firefighters out in the field and instructing cadets. Through his efforts with cadets, he has
guided and helped these young people to become well-rounded citizens.

Joan Tufts has for the last 15 years promoted to facilitate better mental health. She
has been both an advocate for people who need help, and worked to reduce stigma
associated with mental illness. Ms. Tufts also shared her Acadian culture and heritage
through La Guilde Acadienne de Clare.

Congratulations to our two medal recipients and volunteers, two people who work
for our community to make it a better place for everyone to live.
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MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Queens-Shelburne.
PINK SHIRT DAY: BULLYING - EFFECT CHANGE

MS. KIM MASLAND: Mr. Speaker, five months ago | stood and delivered my
maiden speech. In that speech, I shared my own family’s struggles with bullying and talked
of the terrible impacts that it had on our lives. Today, according to Canadian statistics, one
in five children is bullied; that is one in five too many.

Mr. Speaker, today is Pink Shirt Day, a day dedicated to raising awareness of
bullying and the preventive measures that people can take to stop it from happening. This
day was started because in 2007, two ordinary young Nova Scotians did an extraordinary
thing. They saw a fellow student being bullied and they decided to stand up for him. They
became heroes. It is my hope that all of us will continue to have conversations about
bullying, and do what we can to effect change.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Needham.
AFRICAN HISTORY MONTH: WORKING WHILE BLACK GROUP - SALUTE

MS. LISA ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, on this last day of African History Month, |
want to salute a group that works against racism in Halifax Needham and beyond. Working
While Black is a website and working collaboration involving members of the African
Nova Scotian community and allies in Solidarity Halifax.

Its website is a good read and sometimes a shocking one. Black residents of Nova
Scotia share their stories of confronting systemic racism and discrimination in the
workplace. Just one example: a Black defence lawyer who advised his white client to wear
a dress shirt was assumed by the Crown attorney to be the defendant, even though he was
wearing the three-piece suit and had legal books in front of him.

| read the stories and | am reminded to pause and to check my own implicit bias.
Working While Black also provides advice for being a good ally if we witness an incident
of racism in our workplaces, but are not the target, we can speak up.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Guysborough-Eastern Shore-
Tracadie.

SHEET HBR. LIONS CLUB: ANNIV. (70"") - CONGRATS.
HON. LLOYD HINES: Mr. Speaker, | would like to congratulate the Sheet

Harbour Lions Club on their 70" Anniversary. They have been flourishing since December
17, 1947, only the fifth club to be chartered in Nova Scotia and sponsored by the Lions
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Club of Truro back in the day. They should be applauded for their strong community spirit
and hard work.

Throughout the year they volunteer their space for numerous recreation programs,
fundraisers, weddings, memorial banquets, and many more community events. They
provide catering and transportation using a 15-seat van purchased by them to service their
patrons. They also coordinate the Terry Fox Run and Seaside Festival activities. They
sponsor bursaries for graduating students, provide monies for those in crisis, and purchase
Christmas gifts for families in need.

I commend the Sheet Harbour Lions Club for their volunteerism, leadership, and
charitable contributions in our community. They are the very lifeblood that keeps our
beloved small communities thriving, and we can all be grateful for their dedication.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou Centre.
MALCOLM, SUSAN: RETIREMENT - CONGRATS.

HON. PAT DUNN: Mr. Speaker, the Aberdeen Health Foundation will be without
their dynamic and cheerful executive director. Susan Malcolm has decided to retire at the
end of February 2018. Malcolm transformed the direction of the foundation during the mid-
2000s, and her focus was to broaden the organization’s scope to have a significant impact
on health and well-being.

This major change allowed the foundation to direct dollars to wellness initiatives
in the community in addition to hospital needs. Our community is heavily grateful to Susan
for her impeccable leadership during a time of transition in the health needs of citizens in
Pictou County. Susan was the embodiment of optimism and hard work. Congratulations
and have a happy retirement.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth North.

AFRICAN HISTORY MONTH:
AFRICAN N.S. MUSIC ASSOC. - RECOGNIZE

MS. SUSAN LEBLANC: Mr. Speaker, on this last day of African Heritage Month,
I’d like to recognize the work of the African Nova Scotian Music Association and its
celebration and promotion of African Nova Scotian musicians and musical heritage. On
Saturday night, ANSMA held its 20" Anniversary awards show at the Rebecca Cohn
Auditorium and it was a great night. Hosted by Cory Bowles and Mike Robinson and
featuring performances by the ANSMA Youth Choir, Kwento and Cyndi Cain, the night
celebrated emerging artists as well as seasoned professionals who have taken their skills
and talents around the world.
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The award winners included, but were not limited to, industry pioneers like Dean
Jarvis and drummer JoJo Bowden, emerging artists Jody Upshaw, and cousins Amariah
Bernard-Washington and Zamani Bernard-Millar, and the Artist of the Year Award went
to the amazing Reeny Smith. | ask this House to join me in congratulating all the nominees
and award winners on their achievements, and ANSMA for celebrating its 20" year of
supporting these incredible artists.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Armdale.

AFRICAN HISTORY MONTH:
AFRICAN HERITAGE & DIVERSITY SUNDAY - RECOGNIZE

HON. LENA DIAB: Mr. Speaker, this month we marked African Heritage Month
in communities across Nova Scotia. On February 25" | had the privilege of joining the
Redeemed Christian Church of God Restoration Chapel on Herring Cove Road for their
African Heritage and Diversity Sunday. This was truly a great example of celebration of
diversity, and an opportunity to form new bonds between communities.

The morning included beautiful choir music, prayer and reflections songs, sermons,
and spoken word performances. | was delighted to join the celebration and connect with
members, some of which had just arrived in Canada five days earlier of the many African
Nova Scotian communities that make up Nova Scotia, including many Francophones. It
was a unique opportunity to join the congregation in worship, and | was happy to share
with them how we worship in my own Maronite Catholic parish.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sydney River-Mira-Louisbourg.

CAVANAUGH, KIM & COUSINEAU, MEDRIC:
TAX CREDIT - RECOGNIZE

HON. ALFIE MACLEOD: Mr. Speaker, the PC Party has been honoured to support
brave people like Kim Cavanaugh and Medric Cousineau as they’ve fought for equality.
Through their service dogs, they live full, productive lives. Their work helps countless
others to access psychiatric service dogs, and in the 2018 federal budget, service dogs are
included in the federal disability tax credit.

Today Medric was thrilled by the credit. He recognizes that the fight for the tax
credit has been an uphill battle, but one that needed to be fought. It is not often one can say
that they changed the country for the better, but Medric knew that equality was worth
fighting for.

The Nova Scotia PC Party is honoured to have been able to support them. Medric,
Kim, members of the Legion, the credit is all yours.
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MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth South.
AFRICAN HISTORY MONTH: ARCHY BEALS - RECOGNIZE

MS. CLAUDIA CHENDER: Mr. Speaker, | rise today on the last day of African
Heritage Month to recognize Archy Beals, the Halifax Regional School Board African
Nova Scotian Representative. It’s Archy’s job to track things like racist incidents in
schools.

| was reminded of the importance of this recently when | was contacted by a
distraught Dartmouth parent whose daughter, age nine, is now in her second year of being
subjected to racist bullying and epithets by a group of her peers - the same aggressors for
two years, with no progress being made.

After contacting every level of government, all available resources, Archy is the
only person who has given this mother genuine assistance, both personally in terms of
practical advice and systemically in terms of bringing forward these issues at the school
board level. The teacher, principal, and guidance counsellor at the school could not help,
and Archy could.

Archy has been atireless advocate for African Nova Scotian learners in Dartmouth.
In response to the proposed education changes, he has lamented that African Nova Scotian
learners will continue to be lost in a system that has not been and continues not to be
friendly to them as a community - a marginalized and disenfranchised and disengaged
community. At a recent town hall on education, Archy quoted a proverb: if you want to go
fast, go alone; if you want to go slow, go together.

Like Archy, I still hold out hope that we can go together and that voices like Archy’s
will not be lost in our school system.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Timberlea-Prospect.

RESOURCE OPPORTUNITIES CENTRE:
VOLUNTEER AWARDS - CONGRATS.

HON. IAIN RANKIN: Mr. Speaker, | would like to congratulate the Resource
Opportunities Centre for facilitating an annual volunteer awards event for residents of the
Prospect communities. Special recognition goes out to the ROC staff - notably Shirley
Jollimore, Amy Hockin, and Jessica Morrissey - who have worked hard to ensure that this
event runs smoothly.

Local residents and organizations came together to celebrate 36 amazing volunteers
at the 3@ Annual Prospect Communities Volunteer Awards, held on June 10" of last year.
These awards are a celebration of the many dedicated volunteers, community groups, and
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organizations that passionately give their time and service to important initiatives in the
Prospect communities.

| am proud to serve a community that recognizes and places such value on the
significant contribution of volunteers in making our communities welcoming and inclusive
for all.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Colchester-Musquodoboit Valley.
SCH. COUNSELLORS: IMPACT - ACKNOWLEDGE

MR. LARRY HARRISON: Mr. Speaker, February 5" to February 9" was Canadian
School Counselling Week. This week is a celebration of the positive impact that school
counsellors have in supporting students’ success within our schools. School counsellors
contribute to all aspects of a student’s development, whether it be personal, social,
academic, or career development.

Although this week has since passed, | thought it important to raise awareness of
the invaluable scope of programs and services provided to our students by school
counsellors, including the increasingly-needed mental health guidance and assistance.

I would like to take this time to thank our Nova Scotia school counsellors and
counsellors elsewhere for their commitment, their dedication, and their support to our
students.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Chebucto.
AFRICAN HISTORY MONTH: N.S. MASS CHOIR - CONGRATS.

MR. GARY BURRILL: Mr. Speaker, on this, the last day of African Heritage
Month, I’d like to take a moment to congratulate the Nova Scotia Mass Choir on two recent
events: the first, their 15" annual tribute concert to Martin Luther King, Jr., which took
place on January 13" in Halifax, and the second, a series of free concerts held this month
in partnership with Halifax public libraries. Both events highlight the singular mission of
the choir: to spread a message of racial harmony through their music and composition.

I’d invite the House to join me in recognizing the Nova Scotia Mass Choir on these
achievements and in anticipating their 16" annual Martin Luther King Jr. tribute concert in
2019.
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[1:30 p.m.]
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sydney-Whitney Pier.
PAUL, CHIEF TERRY: ORDER OF CANADA - CONGRATS.

HON. DEREK MOMBOURQUETTE: I'm proud to rise today to recognize Chief
Terry Paul of Membertou, who, this past November, was a recipient of the Order of
Canada.

For over 33 years, Chief Paul has been the leader of Membertou First Nation,
winning 16 consecutive elections. He is a champion for First Nation communities not only
in Cape Breton but across the country, and has transformed Membertou from a tiny
community to an economic force in Cape Breton and beyond.

| stand in my place today and ask all the members of this Assembly to congratulate
Chief Paul on his Order of Canada and thank him for his continued leadership across the
province, supporting economic development and the rights of our First Nations
communities.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou East.

MARTIN, ALLEN
- WESTRAY MINERS MEM. PARK: FUNDRAISING - THANK

MR. TIM HOUSTON: Allen Martin lost a brother in the Westray disaster, and he
has watched as the Westray Miners Memorial Park was continually vandalized over the
past 25 years.

Precautions over the years to protect the park were not successful and Mr. Martin
took the matter into his own hands - he set up a GoFundMe campaign in mid-December to
raise funds to build a fence to protect the property. Within five weeks, the goal of $7,000
was reached.

On behalf of all those who lost loved ones in the disaster and those who have
donated money, | want to thank Allen Martin for successfully taking on this mission and
seeing it through to completion. Job well done, Allen.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Needham.

INDIGENOUS PEOPLE: RECONCILIATION - DISAPPOINTMENT

MS. LISA ROBERTS: I want to take a minute, which is my privilege as a member
of this House, to reflect on my privilege as a white settler on Turtle Island and to
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acknowledge the disappointment and real heartbreak of Indigenous people in the wake of
recent court decisions.

I am not the most prolific on social media, but | have valued Twitter because at
different moments - for example at the height of Idle No More - | began to follow strangers
from very different locations and experiences, and | have learned so much from them.

The other night, after the decision in the death of Tina Fontaine, Twitter was like a
window into pain. Since then, several regular posters from #NativeTwitter have actually
left the platform because they were being targeted in racist attacks.

Reconciliation has to be so much more than words. We are at the very beginning. |
am sorry.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Fairview-Clayton Park.
AUSTIN, MURRAY - FAIRVIEW COMMUN.: CONTRIBUTIONS - THANK

HON. PATRICIA ARAB: | would like to recognize Murray Austin, Fairview
Legion Branch 142 president. Murray has been an active member of the Fairview Legion
for many years and works tirelessly alongside his executive to ensure that the organization
is successful in our community. He’s currently serving his second term as president of the
Legion.

Murray has been a member of the Fairview community for over 20 years now, after
moving here from Ontario to join the Navy. He served during the Gulf War on the HMCS
Athabaskan. After retiring, he began his work with Metro Transit.

| ask the members of this House of Assembly to join me in thanking Murray Austin
for not only his contributions to the community of Fairview, but for all that he has done for
our country.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sackville-Beaver Bank.
SACKVILLE SNOW DAYS: ORGANIZERS - CONGRATS.

MR. BRAD JOHNS: I rise today to congratulate the organization of Sackville Snow
Days on another successful event.

Sackville Snow Days is an annual winter festival that runs during the February long
weekend. The Sackville Business Association and countless community groups,
organizations, businesses, and volunteers come together to create a fun-filled winter
weekend.
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Residents can start their day with a delicious hot pancake breakfast and enjoy
everything from a giant kerplunk game to the old-fashioned sledding party, bringing back
the days of old, of Sackville’s winter carnival.

| want to assure all members of this Legislature that this shows that the community
spirit is still alive and well in the community of Sackville.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Waverley-Fall River-Beaver Bank.

MRS. ROBINSON’S CHILDREN’S CENTRE TOO: CHRISTMAS SPIRIT -
THANK

MR. BILL HORNE: I rise today and I would like to thank all the children and their
families at Mrs. Robinson’s Children’s Centre Too in Fall River for collecting toys and
various items for pre-teens for Christmas.

Three years ago, the children’s centre looked for a charity for workers and their
children to support. Fortunately, they found a residential home for pre-teens in Halifax,
and each year they have collected toys and other items to donate. If children are asked, they
would tell you many reasons why it’s important to help others, such as, if nobody gave
anything it would make them be sad, and they wouldn’t have any presents for Christmas.

It is heartwarming to see the Christmas spirit being fostered for these young
children.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings North.
SEAMAN, DR. JIM: RETIREMENT - CONGRATS.

MR. JOHN LOHR: Mr. Speaker, I rise today to congratulate a man from my riding
who has cared for the sick and ailing constituents of Kings North for 44 years. Dr. Jim
Seaman of Kentville has retired from his practice just three weeks ago, at age 73. Dr.
Seaman was born on May 17, 1944, graduated from Dalhousie Medical School in 1971,
and practised medicine for 44 years in the Town of Kentville. At the time of his retirement,
he had pared down his patients to just over 1,800, yet he is still the official doctor for
Evergreen nursing home.

Mr. Speaker, I invite my colleagues to help me congratulate Dr. Seaman and wish
him a happy and long- lived retirement.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Chester-St. Margaret’s.
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CRUICKSHANK, MORGAN/HENDERSON, RACHAEL.:
JAZZ RECORDING OF THE YR. - CONGRATS.

MR. HUGH MACKAY:: Mr. Speaker, I rise to congratulate Morgan Cruickshank,
a guitarist from East Chester, who, with his vocal partner Rachael Henderson, recently won
the trophy for Jazz Recording of the Year during Nova Scotia Music Week. The trophy, in
the form of a blue glass vase, was represented for their extended play record, Blind.

Nova Scotia Music Week, an annual festival and conference, offers musicians
information about new opportunities to expand their knowledge of the music industry.
Morgan and Rachael have formed a group named The Blue Lane, which has made 34
appearances in less than a year, including an outdoor concert in Chester last summer. Just
weeks ago they were the opening act at the Carleton Hotel’s recently renovated bar and
restaurant, and they anticipate doing a Canadian tour and European tour shortly.

Mr. Speaker, | invite the members of this House to congratulate Morgan and
Rachael on their recent award from Nova Scotia Music Week, and to wish the band well
in their future endeavours.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cape Breton-Richmond.

MACDONALD, ROBERT: RICHMOND EDUC. CTR./ACADEMY -
GRATITUDE

MS. ALANA PAON: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recognize Mr. Robert
MacDonald, a teacher at Richmond Education Centre/Academy in Louisdale.

Mr. MacDonald spends countless hours as a hockey coach for the Richmond
Hurricanes and is also a softball coach for the school. Mr. MacDonald gives freely of his
time for all these sports that enhance the school experience for the students.

Mr. Speaker, parents, students, and fans see Mr. MacDonald on the bench and in
the classroom. | am certain they appreciate his commitment to students both during and
after school hours. He’s known for spending his free time helping students, and gives up
his lunch breaks to make phone calls of concern to parents.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. MacDonald deserves our recognition for his contribution inside
the classroom, as well as his contribution which goes above and beyond the parameters of
his job to ensure that our students feel special, cared for, and motivated to succeed.

I would like to send my gratitude to teachers like Mr. Robert MacDonald, a
dedicated Nova Scotia teacher who deserves our utmost praise.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Atlantic.
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WINTER OLYMPICS (2018): CDN. ATHLETES - CONGRATS.

MR. BRENDAN MAGUIRE: Mr. Speaker, February 25, 2018, saw the Olympic
flame extinguished in Pyeongchang, South Korea, marking the end of the 2018 Winter
Olympics. The Games were a huge success and Canada had their best showing ever,
bringing home 29 medals. The Canadian Women’s Hockey Team faced the United States
in the gold medal game and unfortunately came up short in a shootout.

Nova Scotia had many reasons to cheer on the hockey team, as two of the players
hailed from Nova Scotia - Jillian Saulnier is from Halifax and Blayre Turnbull is from
Stellarton. Also, Spryfield was well represented, as the Assistant Coach Troy Ryan is a
native Spryfielder. Congratulations, Troy.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the members of the House to join me in congratulating all the
Canadian athletes who represented our country so well at the Winter Olympics. It takes a
huge amount of hard work and dedication to become an Olympian and all Canadians should
be proud of their accomplishments.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cumberland North.
WARNER, KERRY: COMMUNITY SPIRIT - COMMEND

MS. ELIZABETH SMITH-MCCROSSIN: Mr. Speaker, I’d like to recognize Ms.
Kerry Warner. Kerry is a young woman who saw a problem in our community and she
took action. She has collected almost 3,500 signatures on a petition to push for repair of
the Rainbow Bridge in Nappan.

It’s so encouraging to see members of the community involved in their community,
and that they take pride in their homes and want to see their community flourish. Hundreds
of people every day are negatively impacted by the closing of this bridge.

Mr. Speaker, I ask all MLAs to join me in commending Ms. Kerry Warner’s
community spirit, and urge the Minister of Transportation and Infrastructure Renewal to
repair the Rainbow Bridge.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Lunenburg.

SCHOOL HEALTHY EATING PROG. - FUNDING INCREASE
MS. SUZANNE LOHNES-CROFT: Mr. Speaker, today | rise to talk about the

School Healthy Eating Program. The School Healthy Eating Program is meant to provide
the children of Nova Scotia with healthy, nutritious breakfasts at their schools.
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Last year, the School Healthy Eating Program provided more than five million
breakfasts to children across the province. Recently, our government more than doubled
the funding to this very important program. The total funding for the program is $1.975
million.

Mr. Speaker, we are committed to ensuring that all Nova Scotian children get the
best possible start to their school day. This funding increase means that every student in
public schools across the province will be able to get a nutritious breakfast every day.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cole Harbour-Eastern Passage.

MACEACHERN, MARY PAULA:
CANADA’S OUTSTANDING PRINCIPALS - CONGRATS.

MS. BARBARA ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, today | would like to recognize and
honour Principal Mary Paula MacEachern of South Woodside Elementary School. Paula
is one of only two Nova Scotia principals to be recognized by the Learning Partnership as
one of Canada’s Outstanding Principals. This program highlights the importance of
leadership in the public education system.

The Learning Partnership is a national charity dedicated to enhancing publicly-
funded education to prepare our students in Canada for a globally-connected world by
building partnerships between government, education, and business. Only 40 Canadian
Outstanding Principals were invited to attend the annual Canada’s Outstanding Principals
gala in Toronto. She will receive five days of executive leadership training through the
Rotman School of Management, and we are so excited to have her bring this knowledge
back to our constituency.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Clayton Park West.

VERITAS CATHOLIC BOOKS & GIFTS:
ROCKINGHAM OPENING - WELCOME

MS. RAFAH DICOSTANZO: Mr. Speaker, | would like to recognize the work of
a little book and gift store that has quickly become a staple in my riding. Although Veritas
Catholic Books and Gifts has been open in various locations across HRM for over 20 years,
it opened in Rockingham Plaza this past April.

Veritas is a unique store because it is a non-profit, volunteer-run organization. Its
central aim is to cultivate good reading and to help all people of the community come to a
better understanding of their lives, their purpose, and their faith.
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If you stop by the new location, you will be greeted by Brother Grant McLean or
one of the 20 volunteers who are ready and willing to help you find the perfect book or
gift.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to welcome Veritas to Clayton Park West, and | wish
them great success with their new location. It is a wonderful addition to our community.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Victoria-The Lakes.
STEWART, DR. RONALD: HEALTH CARE CONTRIBUTIONS - RECOGNIZE

MR. KEITH BAIN: Mr. Speaker, | am pleased today to recognize Dr. Ronald
Stewart, a former member and Minister of Health in this Legislature, for his tremendous
contributions to the health and well-being of his fellow Nova Scotians.

One of his many accomplishments was the training of paramedics in both Canada
and the United States. Because of his guidance, Nova Scotia now has professional,
dedicated paramedic and ambulatory care for residents. With awards and
acknowledgements too numerous to mention, Dr. Stewart recently pledged $1.3 million to
the Dalhousie Medical Research Foundation to establish the Ronald Stewart Symposium
in Emergency Medical Services Research and provide seed funding for a Chair in
Emergency Medical Services Research.

| ask all members of this Legislature to join me in recognizing Dr. Ron Stewart and
thanking him for his many contributions to the betterment of the health and lives of Nova
Scotians.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings South.

KLEIN, CASSIDY:
CDN. JR. WEIGHTLIFTING CHAMPIONSHIPS - CONGRATS.

MR. KEITH IRVING: Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to rise today to recognize the
impressive performance by 19-year-old Coldbrook athlete Cassidy Klein at the recent
Canadian Junior Weightlifting Championships in Halifax. Cassidy responded
exceptionally well to the pressures of competing on the national stage, and earned the
bronze medal in the 75-kilogram category, with a combined total of 142 kilograms in two
events. This fantastic result required a tremendous amount of hard work, dedication, and
natural talent. The sky is the limit for this talented young weightlifter.

| invite all members of the Nova Scotia House of Assembly to join me in
congratulating Cassidy Klein on her remarkable showing at the Canadian Championships
and wishing her well and continued success in the sport of weightlifting.
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[1:45 p.m]
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Argyle-Barrington.
LUCY THE LOBSTER: GROUNDHOG DAY - RECOGNIZE

HON. CHRISTOPHER D’ENTREMONT: Mr. Speaker, on February 2", Lucy the
Lobster made her first debut on Nova Scotia’s South Shore and the Lobster Capital of
Canada. Lucy made the Groundhog Day prediction at 8:00 a.m. on the Cape Island
Causeway. She didn’t come voluntarily, but she got to the top of her predicting perch on
top of a lobster trap with just a little coaxing, and it seems a lobster is just as good as a
groundhog since Lucy’s prediction matched that of Shubenacadie Sam predicting that
Spring is just around the corner.

The event is a kickoff for the South Shore Lobster Crawl, a three-week winter
festival that celebrates everything lobster and, in case you’re worried, Lucy will be spared
from the pot for now. She’ll be accepting visitors and can be seen at Capt. Kat’s Lobster
Shack in Barrington Passage.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Yarmouth.
IMO FOODS LTD.: AWARD OF EXCELLENCE - CONGRATS.

HON. ZACH CHURCHILL: Mr. Speaker, the 20" Annual Nova Scotia
Department of Fisheries and Aquaculture Fisheries Ministers’ Conference took place in
Halifax on February 22" and February 23™. One of the recipients of the Minister’s Award
of Excellence was Yarmouth’s IMO Foods Ltd., a company that has been packing local
fish for more than 40 years, producing canned herring, sardines, and mackerel, using
freshly caught fish from the Bay of Fundy.

IMO’s Award of Excellence stated that the company was being honoured for their
ongoing commitment to producing high-value, superior-quality, value-added products.
IMO Foods Ltd.’s focus is on strategic partnerships, product innovations, and process
efficiencies which has positioned it to thrive in its unique position as Canada’s last
independently-owned fish cannery competing against large multinational brands, and the
award further stated that active participation in trade shows has enabled IMO Foods to
better understand the needs of their customers and has positioned them to expand their
production line in their international market.

| ask this House of Assembly to join me in congratulating IMO Foods Ltd. on this
prestigious honour, and thank them for their dedication to their community and wish them
much continued economic success.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth East.
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PINK SHIRT DAY: VICTIMS OF BULLYING - SUPPORT

MR. TIM HALMAN: Mr. Speaker, on the 10" year of Pink Shirt Day in recognition
of anti bullying, | want to acknowledge those who are experiencing bullying. | want them
to know that they are not alone; | want them to know they are supported. | want those who
are experiencing bullying to know that they are cared about. | want them to know that there
are supports to assist. | encourage you to go and speak or guardian, your coach, your
teacher, guidance counsellor, school heath nurse, or vice-principal or principal. Bullying is
unacceptable. It takes a collective effort to stand up to bullying, along with individual
initiative to stand up against injustice and inappropriate behaviour.

| ask all members of this Assembly to remember those who often suffer in silence
and remind them that there are supports available and they are not alone.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Lunenburg West.
LUNENBURG CO.: FIRST RESPONDERS - RECOGNIZE

HON. MARK FUREY: Mr. Speaker, | would like to take a moment to recognize
and thank the first responders who responded to a major fire on King Street in Bridgewater
on October 22" that destroyed several businesses and left several homeless. A dozen fire
departments from across Lunenburg County responded to the call that thankfully did not
result in any injuries or loss of life. The crews worked throughout the night and into the
morning to save adjacent buildings of our Main Street.

Without the efforts of these volunteers, the outcome would have been so much
different. As the affected businesses continue to pick up the pieces and relocate to other
spaces in town, I’d like to thank all of our volunteer firefighters and other first responders
who battled one of the most significant fires our town has seen in many years.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Inverness.
COTTON, AMY: N.S. HALL OF FAME INDUCT. - RECOGNIZE
MR. ALLAN MACMASTER: Mr. Speaker, let us recognize Amy Cotton of
Judique on her induction to the Nova Scotia Sport Hall of Fame. Amy is a two-time
Olympian and was a member of Canada’s national judo team for 18 years.
There is a famous saying: “Judique on the floor! Who’ll put her off?”” It comes from
days gone by when Judiquers would take to the dance floor and challenge anyone tough

enough to remove them.

Amy Cotton took that approach to the world of judo competitions and few could
put her off that floor. She was a world cup medallist 13 times; a Pan American medallist
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eight times; placed seventh at the world championships in 2005 and 2009; and represented
Canada at the 2004 Athens Olympics and the 2012 Olympics in London.

Nova Scotia is proud of Amy Cotton and we know her parents Danny and the late
Debbie Cotton are too. May we in this Legislature extend our applause for her
accomplishments. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Truro-Bible Hill-Millbrook-Salmon
River.

AFRICAN HERITAGE MONTH: BLACK CINEMA - RECOGNIZE

MS. LENORE ZANN: On this last day of African Heritage Month, | would like to
congratulate Truro’s own Cory Bowles, whose film Black Cop will be screening on
Sunday, March 4™ at 7:00 p.m. as part of this year’s Halifax Black Film Festival. Other
films featured at the festival include Black Lives Matter, The Rape of Recy Taylor,
Mariannes Noires, and Tell Them We Are Rising: The Story of Historically Black Colleges
& Universities.

Meanwhile, last Thursday, more than 400 youth packed Dartmouth theatres for a
private showing of Marvel’s first superhero flick to feature a predominantly black cast,
Black Panther. Many thanks to the fundraising campaign that raised thousands of dollars
within days by Quentrel Provo and his organization, Stop the Violence. As he said, it’s
more than just a movie.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Bedford.
NICKERSON, KENT: DEATH OF - TRIBUTE

HON. KELLY REGAN: | wish to note today the passing of a long-time Bedford
resident and volunteer. Kent Nickerson lived his whole life in Bedford, and he served our
community so well.

He was a 30-year Department of National Defence plumber and steamfitter, but it
was as a volunteer that so many Bedford residents remember him. He worked for a new
cenotaph, and that process is now underway. He volunteered at All Saints Anglican
Church, the JCs, the Bedford Legion, and the Bedford Lions. He was a fixture at events for
the latter.

I don’t think I ever went to an event with the Lions that he didn’t attend until New
Year’s Day this year. When he wasn’t at their New Year’s Day levee, I worried his health
had taken a turn for the worse. He died on January 6.
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Kent and his wife Diane were married for 45 years, and he was very proud of his
children and grandchildren. My condolences go out to them and to his many friends. There
is no doubt that Kent Nickerson will be missed.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou West.
WATERS, JANICE: VOLUNTEERISM - RECOGNIZE

MS. KARLA MACFARLANE: I stand today to recognize Janice Waters for her
dedication and tireless volunteerism as the president of the Pictou Legion Branch 16 and
to congratulate her as she begins her third term in that role. For a decade, through her
membership with the Legion, Janice has touched many lives in our community.

She serves an incredibly important role in remembering the sacrifices our veterans
made in the past as well as being an advocate for them in the present. Under her presidential
leadership, membership has stabilized, and there are more younger members joining daily.

Janice is a prime example of the volunteering spirit which plays such an important
role in Nova Scotia and Pictou West.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Leader of the New Democratic Party.

MR. GARY BURRILL: Mr. Speaker, may | offer an introduction?

MR. SPEAKER: Permission granted.

MR. BURRILL: I would like to direct the attention of the members to the west
gallery, where we have just been joined, on his first day on the job, by the Nova Scotia
New Democratic Party’s new provincial secretary, Jamie Moss.

I would like to introduce the House to Jamie. Jamie has come from the Ottawa Party
to work with our Party and has just arrived to take up his position today. We want to
welcome him to Nova Scotia and to Halifax. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Colchester North.

BONNYMAN, SARA: VOLUNTEERISM - RECOGNIZE

HON. KAREN CASEY: Sara Bonnyman from Tatamagouche, famous for her

pottery, is and has been a strong supporter of the William Frasier Hospital Auxiliary. She

has been supporting the auxiliary with her open house and has recently been working on a
healing garden for patients and their families and friends.
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In October, Sara held an open house to help support the project. Once again,
Scotiabank agreed to match the funds, and over $4,000 was raised in total. Bonnyman
hand-made lumberjack mugs that came with hot soup and sold for $20, and the auxiliary
made homemade pies for the sale. Bonnyman also did hands-on demonstrations throughout
the day, and had clay available for the children who attended.

Sara still remembers and still has the first bowl she made at the age of 14. She now
delivers pieces of her work all across the world, something she never dreamed of.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Queens-Shelburne.
SHELBURNE CO.: AFRICAN HERITAGE MONTH LAUNCH - CONGRATS.

MS. KIM MASLAND: On February 2", | was honoured to deliver the closing
remarks at the municipal proclamation launch for African Heritage Month 2018. This
wonderful event was held at the Black Loyalist Heritage Centre in Birchtown. Through
words, music, and theatre, the theme of Educate, Unite, and Celebrate Community rang
loudly and clearly.

| applaud the towns and municipalities of Shelburne County for hosting this event
and for working to ensure that people do not forget to celebrate the achievements of past
and present African Canadians and Nova Scotians.

| would like to congratulate the organizers of this event and thank them for their
ongoing efforts in reminding us to embrace all people and celebrate diversity.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings West.
WESTERN VALLEY SPARTANS: ICE TIME DONATION - THANK

HON. LEO GLAVINE: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to highlight the Western Valley
Spartans Atom B hockey team, who donated ice time at the Credit Union Centre in
Kingston to host a Skating with Santa community event on December 9. Families and
friends in attendance were thrilled to share the ice with Santa. Some children made their
first steps onto the ice under the watchful eye of their parents and Mr. Claus himself. In
addition to these holiday memories, a pizza party was also donated, and items were
collected for the local food bank. The Village of Kingston also partnered in this event.

On behalf of the province, I’d like to thank the Western Valley Spartans Atom A
hockey team for their generosity, support, and good citizenship, which culminated in the
debut of a wonderful community event. I look forward to watching the event grow in the
years ahead.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou Centre.
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AFRICAN CANADIANS: MILITARY SERVICE - APPRECIATION

HON. PAT DUNN: Mr. Speaker, African Canadians have a long and proud history
of service in uniform. From the period before Canada was a country to our present day,
African Canadians have sacrificed and contributed to military life while serving with
military forces - Army, air, and sea.

William Neilson Hall, a Black seaman from Horton Bluff, Nova Scotia, was one of
the first Canadians to be awarded the British Empire’s highest award for bravery, the
Victoria Cross. The No. 2 Construction Battalion, a group of Black men, became the unit
of the Canadian Expeditionary Force in July 1916. A big thanks to our Black Canadian
veterans and families for your past and ongoing service for our country of Canada.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Antigonish.
SAINT ANDREW JR. SCHOOL: LEADERSHIP TEAM - CONGRATS.

HON. RANDY DELOREY: Mr. Speaker, on February 14, 2018 - yes, that would
be Valentine’s Day - there was an intense battle at the Antigonish Arena. It was the 4™
Annual Pink in the Rink hockey fundraiser, organized by the student leadership team at
Saint Andrew Junior School. In pink was the student team, made up by student members
of the Saint Andrew Junior School leadership group and the other Grade 7 and 8 students.
They took on a team of red, made up of teachers and local celebrities, like the head coach
of the St. F.X. women’s hockey team. In the stands were students, parents, and friends.

The Saint Andrew Junior School student leadership team had committed to
supporting two projects this year, one local and one global. Funds raised were donated to
Cathy’s Place, the cancer resource room at St. Martha’s Regional Hospital, and the Free
the Children organization’s Education Pillar Initiative. The students, as I mentioned, are
decked out in pink jerseys. On these jerseys are black arm patches with the name of
someone being honoured.

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate the Saint Andrew’s Junior
student leadership team on another successful Pink in the Rink. They’re an amazing group
of students making a real positive impact.

I should note that this year, after falling behind early in the game, the teachers’
celebrity team got the win - 9 to 7 was the final score - but hopefully the student team can
get their W next year. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sydney River-Mira-Louisbourg.
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MACDONALD, AUDREY: ARTWORK - CONGRATS.

HON. ALFIE MACLEOD: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to acknowledge Audrey
MacDonald from Marion Bridge. Audrey is 97 years old and rediscovered her lost love of
art a few years ago when someone gave her a new set of paints as a gift.

Audrey keeps some of her work for herself, but she gives most away to family and
friends. The family and friends say the real gift is how the hobby keeps her busy doing
something she is passionate about. She will have one of her works on display at the
Proletariart art exhibit at Cape Breton University.

| stand here today to congratulate Audrey MacDonald and hope she is inspiring
other seniors to continue to follow their dreams, whatever they may be. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Preston-Dartmouth.
CLAYTON, CUSTIO: BOXING SUCCESS - CONGRATS.

HON. KEITH COLWELL: Mr. Speaker, | would like to recognize Custio Clayton
of North Preston, a 2012 Olympian boxer who in December 2017 won the World Boxing
Organization International welterweight title. He also claimed the WBC Continental
Americas welterweight and the IBF International welterweight titles in 2017.

His victory in claiming the World Boxing Organization International title moved
him from a 15" place ranking to the top 10. | applaud and congratulate Custio Clayton for
his tremendous success and determination to excel in boxing at the international level.

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. The time allotted for Statements by Members has
expired.

[2:00 p.m.]
ORDERS OF THE DAY
ORAL QUESTIONS PUT BY MEMBERS TO MINISTERS
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Leader of the Official Opposition. (Applause)
H&W: FAMILY DOCTOR LOSS - NUMBER

MS. KARLA MACFARLANE: That’s going to get really mouldy guys. Mr.
Speaker, my question through you is to the Premier.
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I know we’re all happy to be back in the House here, doing the important work that
we have to do. Unfortunately, it seems that we return and nothing has really changed. We
all know there’s 100, 000 Nova Scotians right now that continue to find themselves without
a family doctor. The list continues to grow, while hope shrinks.

A CBC report indicates that Nova Scotia has seen a net loss of 114 doctors since
2011. Meanwhile, the voices get louder and louder, as health care professionals refuse to
accept a system that is in crisis. Can the Premier tell Nova Scotians how many family
doctors Nova Scotia has lost since the last time this Legislature met?

HON. STEPHEN MCNEIL (The Premier): Mr. Speaker, we’ve recruited roughly
100 since April.

MS. MACFARLANE: | appreciate the answer, that sounds really good, | hope the
Premier will table - I like that, maybe we can have that tabled. The Department of Health
and Wellness budget however, is over $4 billion, the budget for doctor recruitment is $2.4
million. The province has five people working to bring in new family doctors. Five,
everyone, five.

We learned the other day that VVancouver Island, which has a population of 100,000
people less than Nova Scotia, has 11 recruiters, tasked with the same job. I'm sure the
Premier will tell us that Nova Scotia is doing the same job, but just for less. Id like to
know, will the Premier pledge that his budget will at least match the effort of VVancouver
Island to bring new doctors to Nova Scotia?

THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, | want to thank the honourable member for the
question, and I want to assure her we’re working with Doctors Nova Scotia and health care
providers across the province. | want to thank those recruiters who are out there working
on behalf of Nova Scotians, and | hope the honourable member, when she stands up the
next time, will acknowledge the great work they’ve been doing.

MS. MACFARLANE: I will acknowledge the great work that the five are doing,
but maybe we need five more.

Let’s face it, as if the lack of recruitment funding isn’t bad enough, it’s more galling
to know that Nova Scotia won’t even offer a competitive salary to the doctors it is trying
to recruit. Nova Scotia offers the lowest doctors’ salaries in our country; the lowest in our
country. Overworked, underpaid - doesn’t make much for a recruitment pitch. There’s no
incentive, Mr. Speaker. Will the Premier commit that his new budget will finally pay
doctors a competitive salary?

THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, some things never change. The Tories are always
pessimistic about the future of this province. Quite frankly, people want to live in this
province, they want to continue to work. We’ve recognized there have been some
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challenges, the fact of the matter is they would continue to have us spend more money on
administration instead of front-line health care workers. We’re going to continue to work
with our partners to make sure that Nova Scotians get the health care in the communities
where, and when they need it.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Leader of the New Democratic Party.
H&W: EMERGENCY ROOM CLOSURES - INCREASE

MR. GARY BURRILL: Mr. Speaker, since this government took office,
emergency room closures have jumped so astronomically that today they’re the worst
they’ve been at any point since Dr. John Ross’ 2010 report.

In 2012, emergency rooms were closed for a total of 15,083 hours, but in 2016, that
number had jumped to over 25,000. | would like to ask the Premier, can he blame the
people of Nova Scotia for losing confidence in his government’s leadership on health care,
when the epidemic of emergency room closures across the province continues in this
dramatic downward spiral?

THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, it must be contagious on that side of the House. The
fact of the matter is we’re continuing to work with optimistic Nova Scotians to continue to
ensure that not only do they have the proper health care in the communities they deserve,
but that the economic future of this province is on solid footing.

Young people see a future for themselves. People feel that they can retire in an
affordable way in this province. The education system is being righted. So, the fact that
young people see a future for themselves - and we’re going to continue to work with those
optimistic Nova Scotians, to move this province forward.

MR. BURRILL: The government’s ongoing failures in health care led last month,
Dr. Robert MacNeill, Professor of Anesthesiology at Dalhousie, to write about what he
called the, I quote: “continuous, relentless, and intentional disassembly of our health-care
system” under the influence of what he called a parade and charade of incompetence.

I’d like to ask the Premier how he responds to his government being so scathingly
condemned from such a respected quarter.

THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, I don’t agree with his opinion.
MR. BURRILL: There is often the comment made, that there is a comprehensive

lack of respect towards health care providers and their analyses by the present government.
The Premier’s response is an illustration of it, a further illustration . . .
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MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. I’d like to remind the honourable Leader of the
New Democratic Party that | am going to categorize that newspaper as a prop. If you have
a copy of something out of'it, I’d be glad to accept that. Please go on.

MR. BURRILL: Speaking of the subject of disrespect for health care providers, Mr.
Speaker, I also wanted to make reference to today’s Chronicle Herald, Dr. Richard Gibson
from the Nova Scotia Health Authority, refers to fee-for-service doctors as dinosaurs, as
laggards. He compares them to those who refuse to carry, in the present age, a cellphone.

| want to ask the Premier, is this the kind of respect that, in his judgment, is going
to improve the relationship we have with the health care providers in Nova Scotia, and help
us to draw the doctors that we need?

THE PREMIER: | want to tell the honourable member we have been working with
Doctors Nova Scotia to continue to move forward, address some of the challenges that they
feel are in the system. I’'m looking forward to continuing to do that.

To specifically address the issue around whether it’s fee-for-service or salary
doctors, it’s our belief that there is room for both in this system. We’re going to continue
to make sure that however the physician wants to practise in this province, there is room
for them in Nova Scotia.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Leader of the Official Opposition.
PREM. - TRAVEL: TRADE TALKS - RESULTS

MS. KARLA MACFARLANE: Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Premier.
Global News reported that the Premier spent more time travelling than any other Premier
in Canada. It would be great news if he was travelling to recruit doctors. He spent a total
of 43 days, travelling to Washington, D.C., England, Scotland, Wales, China, and the list
goes on and on.

Expense claims for the Premier suggest his trips were for trade and investment. It
wasn’t to recruit doctors.

The Minister of Trade made three trips last year. Two were to Washington, D.C.,
for softwood lumber and trade stakeholder meetings. The Premier’s mandate letter to the
Minister of Trade specifies that part of the minister’s role is to promote Nova Scotia’s trade
interests, cultivate existing trade ties.

Given that the Premier has taken four times . . .

MR. SPEAKER: Does the member have a question?
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MS. MACFARLANE: . . . more trade trips than his Trade Minister, should Nova
Scotians see this as a lack of confidence in his own Trade Minister?

THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, I couldn’t have more confidence in the member for
Glace Bay not only as the Trade Minister but with a broader vision for this province. Under
his leadership, we have continued to see our exports grow. The great work by the Minister
of Fisheries and Aquaculture and the Immigration Minister - but let me be clear about
something, the Office of the Premier matters in every Canadian province. What other
Premiers do is up to them, but this Premier is going to continue to make sure that | promote
this province in every market that’s important to us, so we can continue to build on the
dismal performance of the former government and the leadership of the Tory Party when
they were in power - the highest records in population, youth unemployment staying here,
highest trade. We’re going to continue to lead this country.

MS. MACFARLANE : I'm sorry, Mr. Speaker, but that totally sounds a little out
of touch with the reality of Nova Scotians. It is estimated that the Prime Minister of Canada
travelled approximately 50 days outside the country on government business. Premier Brad
Wall, the Premier of Saskatchewan, travelled 14 days. The Premiers of New Brunswick
and Prince Edward Island nine and 11 days respectively. (Interruptions) Can | keep going?

Meanwhile, the Nova Scotia Premier travelled 43 days and claims he can justify
this. Well, will the Premier table, before the House closes today, the number of deals he
has helped Nova Scotia companies achieve by his travels in 2017?

THE PREMIER: | appreciate the opportunity to remind the honourable member
this is the third consecutive budget that will be tabled, next week, by this government.

She talked about Saskatchewan, Mr. Speaker, they continue to have a declining
economy. We will continue to make (Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. The honourable Premier has the floor.

THE PREMIER: We’ll continue to make sure this province is represented in our
markets that matter to this province, to continue to grow economic opportunity. The trade
improvements that we’ve made - | want to congratulate every Cabinet Minister who has
gone out and defended the interest of business and communities across this province, and
regardless of the pessimism coming from the Opposition we will continue to do what Nova
Scotians re-elected us to do - build on the great record we started in here in term one.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable leader of the New Democratic Party.
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EECD: SCHOOL BDS. - WOMEN REPS.

MR. GARY BURRILL: Mr. Speaker, yesterday I asked the Premier if he’s really
determined to be the man who ends the one level of democracy we have in our province
where women are proportionately represented, our local school boards.

The Premier spoke about his opinions, he spoke about his record, he spoke about
his commitments - he spoke about everything except his answer to this question. There are
57 women in Nova Scotia who have stepped forward as leaders in their communities and
are doing important work in their school boards - they deserve an answer to this question.

So, Mr. Speaker, | want to ask the Premier, is the Premier really so committed to
ramming through these Glaze report recommendations that he’s willing to undermine so
much of the important work in gender equality of recent years by telling these 57 women
their voices are no longer needed?

THE PREMIER: | want to thank not only those 57 women, but all school board
members across the province who continue to work on behalf of their communities in the
system, Mr. Speaker, that hasn’t worked for students. What we’re saying very much, the
administrative structure has to change, but | want to reassure those women and their
daughters that this government takes gender equity and equality seriously. It’s why we
ignored the dismal performance of the NDP when they were in power when it came to the
judiciary. We have gender equality today on the Provincial Court Family Bench, Mr.
Speaker.

| want to tell those women and their daughters in this province, Mr. Speaker, we
need more of their voices in this Chamber. | want another Premier in the future to be able
to appoint more women to the Executive Council, but I want to remind the honourable
member this Premier has appointed more women to the Executive Council than any other
Premier in the history of our province - and I’ve had more women elected under my
leadership than any other Premier in this province. And we will continue to promote
women not only in our Party, but in a provincial bureaucracy, and in every corner that is
under our control.

MR. BURRILL: Mr. Speaker, I have not asked about the Premier’s record, or his
commitments, or his opinion. | have asked about his actions on these 57 women.

| want to also refer to the fact that the Nova Scotia School Boards Association calls
this government’s elimination of elected African Nova Scotian school board members an
“outrage.” Now, yesterday I asked about this outrage with the Premier and he answered
again about a range of his opinions, a range of the things that he’s proud of, the range of
things that he wishes to communicate to various mothers, sisters, and daughters. But I'm
not asking about what he wishes to say to mothers, sisters, and daughters, and his
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commitments, and his records of all these matters, I’'m asking simply about the seven
African Nova Scotians he is about to disenfranchise.

Here’s the question, what does the Premier say to those who are outraged that he’s
telling Joanne Reddick, Glenda Talbot-Richards, Lorne Green, Vernon Simms, Peter
Cromwell, Archy Beals, and Reverend Michael Alden Fells that their work as elected
decision makers is no longer needed by the Government of Nova Scotia?

THE PREMIER: | want to thank all of them for their tremendous work. | know
Peter Cromwell very well as a personal friend. His mother, Edith, was a tremendous icon
in our province, one of the first Order of Nova Scotia recipients, Mr. Speaker. They
understand quite frankly, the issues in this province around systemic racism and the
challenges in the education system, and | thank them tremendously for the work that they
have done on behalf of all Nova Scotians, not just the African Nova Scotians, but . . .

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. The honourable Premier has the floor.
[2:15 p.m.]

THE PREMIER: Let me reassure that member, and those seven members, that their
voice will be represented not only at the Provincial Advisory Council, but they’ll be
represented in school communities . . .

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. The honourable Premier has the floor.
THE PREMIER: I don’t know, should I start over again, Mr. Speaker?

The fact of the matter is, Mr. Speaker, I know some of those people. They’re family
friends of mine. I know his mother, she was a tremendous icon in this province. She was
one of the first Order of Nova Scotia recipients. They’ve done tremendous work when it
comes to ensuring that African Nova Scotian voices are heard in the education system, and
| want to tell you their voices will continue to be heard. Instead of being the rhetoric from
the sidelines, we’re in the arena making a difference on behalf of all Nova Scotians.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou East.
H&W - QEIl CENTRE: REDEVELOPMENT - CONCERNS

MR. TIM HOUSTON: Mr. Speaker, I’ve been at Public Accounts Committee when
there was one witness. Deputy Darrow came one time by himself and I’ve been there
sometimes when there are three or four witnesses. This morning, we had two rows of
witnesses. Two full rows of bureaucrats appeared here at Public Accounts Committee this
morning to talk about the redevelopment of the Queen Elizabeth Il Health Sciences Centre
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complex. Looking across at probably $2 million in salary, | asked one simple question to
start the session. I said, “Who is in charge?”

After a little navel-gazing and back and forth, it was said that one department is in
charge of one part, and another department is in charge of another. Suffice it to say that |
still don’t know who is in charge so I don’t really know who to address the question to, but
I’ll try with the Minister of Health and Wellness.

Maybe the Minister of Health and Wellness can tell this House who is in charge of
the QEII redevelopment project - is it your department? If not, tell me what minister it is.

HON. RANDY DELOREY: I thank the member for the question. The work that is
ongoing really is an initiative to renew critical infrastructure in our health care system that
serves all Nova Scotians across this province. It’s renewing infrastructure that has provided
good health care services and access to health care for the past 50 years. This exercise that
is ongoing is to renew this infrastructure to provide health care services for the next 50
years.

We hear often about the silos within government. This is a team effort, Mr. Speaker.
We work with our partners at the Nova Scotia Health Authority to identify the clinical
services that are needed; we work with Transportation and Infrastructure Renewal to do
the work and the planning on the actual building of the infrastructure; and of course, as the
Department of Health and Wellness, we work to advocate to ensure we have the appropriate
funding to do so.

MR. HOUSTON: Clearly, Mr. Speaker, somebody is charge - maybe we just don’t
know who it is. This is a project that has been talked about for seven years in this province,
and seven years later, | asked this morning, how much will it cost? The only commitment
that was made at the end by one of the three deputies - | think it actually might have actually
been the CEO of the Health Authority who made the commitment - is that this project will
be on time and on budget. But we don’t know what the budget is, and we don’t know what
the timeline is. It’s pretty easy to meet that goal line, and that’s what they’re talking about.

I’d like to ask the Minister of Health and Wellness, how much will it cost and when
will it be open?

MR. DELOREY: Mr. Speaker, when my colleague, the current Minister of
Communities, Culture and Heritage, introduced the QEII redevelopment project, we were
very clear that this was a project that has a scope and a complexity that really is not seen
on a regular basis in the Province of Nova Scotia.

We identified that this was going to require a lot of different projects that contribute
to the overall redevelopment. We’re seeing this work, and projects that are taking place,
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including work at the Dartmouth General. Last week we opened the operating room at
Hants Community Hospital. We continue to do work.

These projects are each budgeted and announced as they go forward. They’ve all
been done. The investments have been made and they have been coming in on time and on
budget, at each phase of this project.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sydney River-Mira-Louisbourg.
PREM. - VETERANS WALK-IN CLINIC: FED. FUNDS - CONVINCE

HON. ALFIE MACLEOD: Mr. Speaker, my question through you is to the
Premier. Veterans in Nova Scotia have worked hard and put forward a convincing
argument: they say there is a need for a walk-in clinic for veterans in our province. After
sacrificing and serving our country, our veterans deserve health care that meets their needs
once they have retired.

During the election campaign, the Premier said he admired the idea, but he thought
the federal government should pay for it. Yesterday we heard no mention of funding for
this worthy project in the federal budget.

Mr. Speaker, my question to the Premier is, has the Premier been successful in
convincing the federal government to fund a project for our veterans that all Parties in Nova
Scotia support?

THE PREMIER: The honourable member is right. | did say during the election
campaign that | thought this was a great project. It was brought forward by the former
Leader of the Progressive Conservative Party of Nova Scotia.

I did say that I believed it was the federal government’s responsibility to pay for
that. We have continued to work with the federal government to look at whether or not we
can do something in collaboration around Camp Hill, and we will continue to work with
them.

| want to remind the honourable member and all members of this House of the
investments we’re going to make next week and have made in mental health services, for
all Nova Scotians. We’re going to continue to make sure that we continue to invest in health
care for all Nova Scotians.

MR. MACLEOD: Our veterans never hesitated to stand up for us. It is so
disappointing that so few of the people in this House are willing to stand up for them. The
health of our veterans should not be a political football.
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Sometimes, and this is one of them, we need to put aside our political differences
and do the right thing. My question to the Premier is, Mr. Premier, will you commit today
to making a pitch to your federal counterparts in government to secure funding for a walk-
in clinic for the veterans of the Province of Nova Scotia?

THE PREMIER: I want to tell the honourable member that our government has
been in contact with the national government, working with that minister.

| do think, Mr. Speaker, that there are many more times when we need to set aside
our political differences. It’s never wrong to do the right thing. That will continue to be the
guiding principle as our government moves forward, no matter what the issue is in this
province. We will make sure we continue to carry that principle when it comes to the very
issue that the honourable member has just raised.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cumberland North.
H&W - IWK BOARD: VACANCIES - STATUS

MS. ELIZABETH SMITH-MCCROSSIN: The province has two seats on the IWK
board, and they have been vacant for nearly three years. Unfortunately, this lack of
representation was brought into sharp focus last year, when the board of directors did not
follow proper protocols when vetting staff expense claims.

Yesterday at the Standing Committee on Human Resources, the government had
yet another chance to fill these vacancies but again failed to act.

Nova Scotians and Atlantic Canadians demand proper board governance from these
important regional institutions. That is made more difficult when the appointments fall
short of the requirements.

Mr. Speaker, my question is, what is keeping our Minister of Health and Wellness
from doing the right thing and filling these vacancies?

HON. RANDY DELOREY: I thank the member for the question. | guess the first
thing is, I think there’s a portion of that statement, if we go back, that made reference to
not fulfilling the mandate. | believe that was the language used. | assure the member
opposite that the mandate, the requirements, for the board has been met. The public
positions were not mandatory positions for the board. They were optional positions to be
appointed.

Mr. Speaker, as | have previously stated publicly, during the Fall advertisement to
encourage Nova Scotians to apply for our agencies, boards, and commissions, this would
be one of those boards that were available - encouraged them to apply. It goes through a
screening process.
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| just received the submissions in January that had applied through the Fall and that
came forward at that time. I was reviewing those, Mr. Speaker. There’s a number of other
processes that the submissions have to go through. I missed the deadline for February, but
I assure the member, it should be showing up in next month’s meeting, some recommended
appointments for those positions.

MS. SMITH-MCCROSSIN: | find it hard to believe that in three years, we haven’t
had enough Nova Scotians apply for these two positions on the IWK Board of Directors.
The board didn’t follow proper protocols when vetting staff expense claims, so this is a
concern. I still don’t understand why these positions haven’t been filled.

| would also like to ask a question regarding the Nova Scotia Health Authority
Board of Directors, which oversees health care services for all Nova Scotians. That board
makes decisions that affect health outcomes, yet there are no medical nor health
professionals on the board. If the Nova Scotia Health Authority board does not have the
capacity to understand the medical ramifications of the decisions that it’s making, how can
it have the confidence of Nova Scotians?

My question to the minister is, how can Nova Scotians have confidence in the
decisions made by the Nova Scotia Health Authority Board of Directors, that their
decisions are made in the best interests of the health of Nova Scotians?

MR. DELOREY: | thank the member for that question. There are a number of
factors at play there to respond to and hopefully build some confidence in the member
opposite and for all Nova Scotians.

One of the first is to remember and to recognize that the work and proposals that
get brought to the board do often come from the staff within the Nova Scotia Health
Authority. There are many clinical experts, health care professionals, who fill those senior
positions within the Health Authority, be they nurses, doctors, physicians, and other health
care professionals. Certainly the advice and recommendations that come forward to the
board for consideration - just like for myself, although I’m not a health professional, the
advice and recommendations that come to me come from people who do have that expertise
and experience.

The other thing the member should be aware of is that, when wondering about
whether or not these board members are acting in the best interest of the people of Nova
Scotia, you have to remember these are volunteers. Despite all of the criticism that the
members opposite and others may throw their way, these are volunteers who are there
working day in and day out on behalf of all Nova Scotians.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cape Breton Centre.
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H&W: LACK OF FAMILY DOCTORS - ACTION

MS. TAMMY MARTIN: Mr. Speaker, in November the Auditor General delivered
a report identifying major issues for the health care system in Nova Scotia in primary care,
mental health care, and continuing care. In his statement responding to the report, the
Minister of Health and Wellness said, “We’re making progress on several fronts and we’re
committed to addressing concerns.” On the ground, though, we’re not seeing this progress
the minister refers to.

My question to the Minister of Health and Wellness is, how can he be satisfied with
this government’s work when there are still more than 100,000 Nova Scotians without a
family doctor?

HON. RANDY DELOREY: Mr. Speaker, as the member mentioned, | referenced
progress being made. One of those specific areas the Auditor General raised and flagged
was the need to do a better job communicating and engaging with Nova Scotians. Although
work had been done and has been ongoing, | myself have been out across the province to
engage with Nova Scotians. Health care professionals and the Nova Scotia Health
Authority representatives have been doing the same.

Indeed, the Nova Scotia Health Authority recently launched an initiative. They have
meetings scheduled in communities - | believe they started earlier this week or last week
to have community conversations. | encourage all Nova Scotians to look at the Nova Scotia
Health Authority’s website to see when the meeting nearest them is going to take place so
that they can join that conversation.

MS. MARTIN: So maybe in those meetings we’ll hear about the progress.

[ understand that progress takes time, but I’'m afraid Nova Scotians don’t have the
luxury of waiting much longer. Last week we learned that our province has experienced a
net loss of 114 doctors over the last six years, and that 45 of those losses happened in 2016,
the year after the health authorities were merged into one. We’re in an acute crisis and our
situation requires emergency care.

Can the Minister of Health and Wellness please tell this House what is being done
to stop the bleeding?

MR. DELOREY: Mr. Speaker, | thank the member for the question and the
opportunity to respond. The report the member opposite was referring to was not the total
net position of physicians for the province but rather about interprovincial migration of
physicians, not the net position of physician coverage within the Province of Nova Scotia.

I can let the member know that we’ve recruited over 110 physicians to the province
since April, many of those family physicians, as well as specialists serving in communities.
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| can let the member know that in her own community in the eastern region of Nova Scotia,
almost 40 per cent of all residents who have registered for a family physician have received
that access. Almost 40 per cent of those who have been receiving that have been in the
eastern zone, which includes Cape Breton coverage.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings North.
H&W: DOCTOR SHORTAGE - CRISIS

MR. JOHN LOHR: Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Minister of Health and
Wellness. There can be no doubt that there’s a health care crisis in this province and there
is a health care crisis in the Valley now. In the past six months, as many as 12,000 residents
in the Annapolis Valley have lost their family doctor. Excellent doctors like Dr. Jim
Seaman have retired, and others have simply left.

Through the NSHA website, we know that there are general practitioners needed in
Canning/Wolfville, Kentville, and Middleton, plus hospitalists in Kentville. In fact, 55 GP
positions are being advertised across the province. | will table that.

My question for the minister is, can he tell the citizens of the Valley, in the middle
of this health care crisis, and in desperate need of family doctors, what on earth they are
supposed to do to get health care?

[2:30 p.m.]

HON. RANDY DELOREY: Mr. Speaker, | thank the member for the question.
Indeed, there’s a lot of work ongoing. We know we learn as new information becomes
available. There has been a lot of talk about the 811 Need a Family Practice registry - the
line that we ask Nova Scotians to register when they’re looking for primary care coverage.
This process has allowed us to identify where the needs are most acute within the province.

We certainly encourage physicians to support those communities most in need.
We’ve had a lot of success providing and matching thousands of Nova Scotians with care,
once they register for that line. Through recruitment, we continue to change our recruitment
initiatives to try to make Nova Scotia more attractive for physicians and other health care
providers.

MR. LOHR: Mr. Speaker, last week the CBC reported - and I will table this - that
it took 18 months to recruit a family doctor. That means an 82-year wait, if all 55 positions
would be done one at a time, and hopefully the Health Authority’s five recruiters can recruit
more than one doctor at a time. However, we know that we have the lowest paid doctors in
Canada, and I’ll table a CBC article entitled, “Why would you come?”
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Can the minister update the citizens of the Valley when to expect new doctors, and
exactly what type of hope there is for any new recruits, given the current pay structure?

MR. DELOREY: Well, I can certainly address the concern the member opposite
has as to whether the province recruits more than one physician at a time. | can assure the
member that of course the province is out recruiting more than one physician at a time.

The recruitment process for international physicians, we recently initiated in
partnership with my colleague at the Department of Immigration, the Minister of
Immigration, a stream to support and facilitate the immigration process for internationally
trained physicians. Our residency program where 75 per cent of residents stay and practise
in Nova Scotia, even if they’re not originally from here, we commit to expand that to
another 10. That’s an additional seven to eight physicians each and every year. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cape Breton-Richmond.
TIR - PORT ROYAL BRIDGE: REPLACEMENT - STATUS

MS. ALANA PAON: Mr. Speaker, by far the most calls that | get to my rural
constituency office would be about roads and bridges, as is probably the case in most of
rural Nova Scotia. Over the last few years, the Port Royal Bridge was operating under a
reduced weight restriction of five tons. Despite this restriction, the bridge remained a major
thoroughfare for school buses, home heating oil trucks, and other local travel. The bridge
traverses a waterway between Port Royal Harbour and Benoits Big Creek. Had the bridge
collapsed under the weight of an oil truck, potential ecological damage to the harbour and
creek could have been catastrophic.

This past December the Department of Transportation and Infrastructure Renewal
finally closed the bridge completely. The Port Royal Bridge and the Port Royal Road is an
important and safe route for many communities on Isle Madame to Highway 206. My
question is, can the minister indicate if there is a plan to repair or replace the bridge?

HON. LLOYD HINES: Mr. Speaker, | thank the member opposite for the question.
In Nova Scotia, we have 4,200 bridges and they’re all extremely important to us because
of the safety consideration. That’s the number one issue we look at when we have our
people in the field testing on a regular basis.

Many of our structures are old. We know that. Some have to be closed. In that
instance, in the Port Royal Bridge, it is in the normal process, as many other bridges in the
province are, of being reviewed and a consultant’s report will be supplied to the department
as to what is going to be required. Thank you.

MS. PAON: With the closure of the Port Royal Bridge, local traffic has been forced
to detour onto the MacEachern Road. MacEachern Road is itself in very rough condition.
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There are numerous potholes in areas where the water actually flows across the road and
freezes into a sheet of ice. It’s extremely dangerous. The intersection of MacEachern Road
and Highway 206 consists of a blind crest and some really tricky turns. The condition of
MacEachern Road and the dangerous turn onto Highway 206 is why the weight-restricted
bridge remained the preferred route. If the minister will not be replacing or rehabilitating
the Port Royal Bridge, will he at least commit to the much-needed upgrades to MacEachern
Road to make this area safe?

MR. HINES: Mr. Speaker, of course, in this glorious weather that we’re having in
Nova Scotia, like today, there’s a bit of a problem because it does put a lot of strain on all
of our highways. We expect lots of potholes and road repairs this Spring. That road will be
looked at among the others and | will undertake to have our people take a look at it and see
if there’s anything special that we can do there. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Colchester-Musquodoboit Valley.
JUSTICE - REAL PROPERTY ISSUES: LOW-INCOME FAMILIES - ASSIST.

MR. LARRY HARRISON: My question is for the Minister of Justice. | have an
ongoing case which I previously brought to this Legislature, regarding a low-income family
needing assistance with the deed to their home. They need this deed before any work can
be done through housing.

Nova Scotia Legal Aid, Dalhousie Legal Aid, the Justice Access Centre, and Legal
Information Nova Scotia could not offer assistance for real property issues. Here we have
a family that already has a home, one of the big hurdles for low-income families. All they
need is a little legal help to make sure that they are protected on their home ownership.

Mr. Speaker, my question to the minister is this, where can low-income families go
to access affordable legal assistance for real property issues?

HON. MARK FUREY: | appreciate the question from my colleague and want to
recognize the importance of the question and what home ownership means to individuals.
I’m not familiar with the specific circumstances my colleague has mentioned, but if he is
prepared to share those specific circumstances, | am certainly prepared to work with him
to facilitate dialogue with those who are able to help this particular family.

MR. HARRISON: There is still another case | am working through, quite similar
to the first one. This one unfortunately involves a family separation, and it requires legal
assistance in transferring the deed from one spouse to another.

Legal Information Nova Scotia and the Justice Access Centre provide free legal
information, whereas Nova Scotia Legal Aid and Dalhousie Legal Aid provide services on
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family law, tenancy law, and also social justice. Again, real estate and real property are a
substantial gap in the legal services.

| would like to know what it would take to have real property under the legal
system, the legal help?

MR. FUREY: | appreciate the applause from my colleague from Pictou. Mr.
Speaker, these are important questions that my colleague has advanced, and as | indicated
in my first response, | am more than prepared to work with my colleague if he is prepared
to share the specific circumstances, and to facilitate dialogue so that we can have some
understanding of these needs and where opportunities present themselves, to be able to
provide some type of support. I’'m certainly prepared to work with my colleague.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth South.
EECD: EDUC. REFORM - EXPECTATIONS

MS. CLAUDIA CHENDER: Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Minister of
Education and Early Childhood Development. When we look across Canada, we can learn
from the experiences of other provinces. Ontario is the only province with both a college
of teachers and a union that excludes principals and vice-principals. When the change was
made in that province the result was a sharp increase in labour-related grievances.

British Columbia had a college of teachers and dismantled it as a failed experiment.
Mr. Speaker, based on the evidence from other provinces, why does the minister think the
result will be any different in Nova Scotia?

HON. ZACH CHURCHILL: Mr. Speaker, something that the member didn’t
mention is that in both of those provinces that have been two of the top three performing
provinces when it comes to student achievement, they’ve actually seen increases in levels
of student achievement. Those are the facts that we are concerned about. B.C. and Ontario
have been first, second, and third in various years for student achievement.

Our focus, which is very different than the focus of the NDP, is on our kids and
how well they are doing in making sure we have a system that is going to best support
them.

MS. CHENDER: I’'m going to try to conduct myself like an adult rather than a
grown-up, Mr. Speaker, so I’ll just continue with my question. Perhaps B.C. has the highest
achievement outcomes because it has dismantled its College of Teachers, which was not
leading to that result.

When the Mike Harris Progressive Conservatives in Ontario brought forward these
changes in classrooms, the evidence shows that Ontario students collectively lost 25
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million learning days, from protests, strikes, lockouts, and constant unpredictability.
Evidence from the Program for International Student Assessment Data across OECD
countries shows that what does produce positive results for students is having teachers who
are respected and working in collaboration together with their peers, who also have
administrative responsibilities.

Mr. Speaker, why isn’t the minister learning from these examples instead of
insisting on making the same old mistakes and scapegoating our children in the process?

MR. CHURCHILL: We are learning from the jurisdictions that are performing
better than us year after year after year. That is why we’re looking at models that fit this
mould, Mr. Speaker.

Let’s look at the argument that somehow our schools are going to become divisive
because of a change in union membership. I’'m sorry, but I have a lot more faith in our
principals, in our VPs, and in our teachers - and know that the relationship goes much
deeper than that union membership. | believe in them and in their ability to function in a
professional way that always puts Kids and learning first.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Victoria-The Lakes.
TIR - BUDGET 2018: RIM FUNDING - INCREASE

MR. KEITH BAIN: Mr. Speaker, my question through you is to the Minister of
Transportation and Infrastructure Renewal.

As an MLA for many small rural communities, | receive calls on a regular basis in
my office concerning the condition of roads throughout the constituency due to the lack of
funding for infrastructure maintenance. As a result of insufficient maintenance funding,
Victoria-The Lakes is falling behind on road improvements.

The Rural Impact Mitigation funding is an increasingly vital source for road
maintenance in many parts of the province and needs to play a foundational role in rural
maintenance and development.

My question through you to the minister, will the minister commit to increasing
RIM funding in the upcoming budget?

HON. LLOYD HINES: I thank the honourable member opposite for the question.
Victoria-The Lakes, of course, was my old stomping ground and we share a bit of a
common heritage there.

What has happened to RIM funding is tragic, Mr. Speaker, and short-sighted. The
Third Party reduced that funding from $20 million in 2012 to $15 million. This government
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in 2014 increased it by $1 million and has maintained that $1 million expenditure, and
we’re looking at what we can do in the future.

MR. BAIN: One of the roads requiring maintenance is the road that leads to Meat
Cove, in northern Victoria County, a road I’'m sure the minister is very familiar with.

It’s worthwhile to note that it’s the only road in and out of the community, and it’s
important that it be well maintained for the safety of the residents and access for school
buses and emergency responders, as well as for the enjoyment of the many tourists who
want to visit this remote and peaceful area.

The road requires work on the roadbed and guardrails, and much more. Will the
minister commit to additional funding being spent on the Meat Cove road this season to
ensure the safety of the residents of Meat Cove?

MR. HINES: | absolutely agree that Meat Cove is an icon and a cherished treasure
in this province. We are looking at the issues around that road; we’re concerned about
recent icing problems, and the department has undertaken to take a significant look at what
can be done to improve that access.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sackville-Beaver Bank.
H&W - SACKVILLE: FAMILY DOCTOR LOSS - ACTION

MR. BRAD JOHNS: I noticed today that there seems to be a few trends. I’'m
noticing the trend that members of my caucus continue to raise and bring up concerns about
calls we’re getting about shortages of family physicians across the province. I’'m also
seeing a trend that seems to be a pattern of one step forward and one step back.

| want to ensure that the Minister of Health and Wellness is aware of another
practice that’s recently closing. This time, it’s a family doctor in my community, the
community of Sackville, who has a caseload of over 2,000 patients, who will be retiring in
two months, and she has no replacement.

Will the minister please tell me what these 2,000 residents of Sackville are
supposed to do without a family doctor to provide them with medical care today, not years
and months down the road?

HON. RANDY DELOREY: I recognize the challenge, Mr. Speaker, particularly
for those Nova Scotians who don’t have a family physician or a primary care provider.

We recognize those challenges. That’s why we worked to increase our incentive
programs. We established the 811 Need a Family Physician line so we could identify
exactly who is needing a family physician, primary care coverage. We’re investing and
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working with our partners at the Nova Scotia Health Authority, the IWK, the partners
through Doctors Nova Scotia, and physicians throughout the province, as well as nurses
and nurse practitioners, to come together in collaborative practices to provide that care and
those services in communities across the province. We know that there are physicians
retiring and moving out of communities, but we also know physicians are coming here,
graduating, and providing services as well.

MR. JOHNS: I recognize all that, but the problem is that there are another 2,000
people who are going to be affected immediately with no resolution. This one person, he’s
a veteran, he can’t get surgery because he doesn’t have a family doctor now. He needs
follow-up treatment. I’ve raised here before he can’t go to family clinics to receive those
things. He’s in pain, he needs his pain medication but, again, we have a problem and a
backlog with walk-in clinics that can’t prescribe it. Besides calling 811, what can I tell this
resident to do to get a doctor now?

MR. DELOREY: The work with physicians again, the 811 line, to provide us the
Need a Family Practice registry which you can do online or make a phone call, that allows
the Nova Scotia Health Authority and the province to know who is in need, so that when a
new family primary care provider is available in a community, that we can provide them
with a list of people who are currently looking in need of those services. That’s the most
efficient way to provide that service. But in the meantime, as has always been the case -
and keep in mind that this is a new approach, that is a compliment - that individual can
certainly contact, as they always would, care providers within their communities. The
ability to provide the prescriptions and pain medications, there are opportunities, and the
physician can provide those services already.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cole Harbour-Eastern Passage.
PREM.: PHYSICIAN NUMBERS - ACCURACY

MS. BARBARA ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Premier. | can only
imagine the questions and phone calls I'm going to get tonight when my constituents find
out that this province hired 100 doctors and my constituency continues to be the only one
without a single one, despite the promises from Dr. Rick Gibson back in August that we
could have a family doctor, and the Minister of Health and Wellness who said we could
also have a clinical nurse practitioner - I’ll update you on how well that’s going at another
time.

What I’d like to know from the Premier, because I can add and subtract, of the 100
doctors that he added, how many more do we lose, how many more retired, died, or got up
and left the province? Do we really have more than less, compared to last April? How many
people got taken off the 811 wait-list, because | can tell you that until | intervened - so the
question is, how many net doctors do we have compared to last season?
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THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, I know she’s a new member but being negative in
this House isn’t always the way to move forward. I want to tell the honourable member
we’ve hired 100 new doctors.

MS. ADAMS: Excuse me. | remember being kind to a couple of the ministers and
then being left in the lurch. I’1l save that for another day. Being negative is sometimes the
only way to get attention, but I can tell you the reality is that | have two people at home
who both have cancer and they don’t have a family doctor. I’'m going to ask you again,
how many doctors in that same period of time that you hired 100 retired . . .

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. | would just like to remind the honourable member
not to refer to members opposite directly. Keep your comments through the Chair.

The honourable member for Cole Harbour-Eastern Passage has the floor.

MS. ADAMS: I'll ask the Premier again, how many doctors left the province,
retired, or died in the last six months, and why are there no doctors in my constituency?

THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, | want to thank the honourable member. In her
question, she said that being negative is the only time you get attention. The issue is we
should get the issues addressed and not look for getting attention from members in this
House. The fact of the matter is, there are 100 new doctors in this province. We’re going
to continue to work with Doctors Nova Scotia. The Minister of Health and Wellness is
going to continue to work to make sure that we have health care providers in every
community. The member for Pictou East can continue to reform - at some point, maybe a
Tory will listen to him. The fact of the matter is we’re going to continue to make sure this
province moves forward. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. The time allotted for Oral Questions Put by
Members to Ministers has expired.

OPPOSITION MEMBERS’ BUSINESS
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable New Democratic Party House Leader.

HON. DAVID WILSON: Mr. Speaker, would you please call the order of business,
Private Members’ Public Bills for Second Reading.

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ PUBLIC BILLS FOR SECOND READING
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable New Democratic Party House Leader.

HON. DAVID WILSON: Mr. Speaker, would you please call Bill No. 64.
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Bill No. 64 - Health Authorities Act.
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Leader of the New Democratic Party.

MR. GARY BURRILL: Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to speak this afternoon on an
Act to Amend Chapter 32 of the Acts of 2014, the Health Authorities Act, Respecting
Board Meetings, a piece of legislation which we have been referring to in our Party as the
“Nova Scotia Health Authority Openness Act” [Bill No. 64].

When 1|, in the constituency of Halifax Chebucto, go door-to-door, I always ask
everyone with whom | have a conversation if there is anything in particular they would like
me to bring to the government’s attention. By far the most common answer I get to that
question is health care. Then typically, this leads to a conversation in which people will
speak about how they, or someone in their family, badly need a family doctor and is unable
to find one, or it will lead to a conversation about how the person, or someone in their
family, has experienced a preposterously long wait for, let’s say, orthopaedic surgery, or
perhaps in an emergency room, or for mental health services, or to be seen in some other
context of this nature.

Often these conversations, as we explore people’s experience with the crisis in the
health care system, they become a little more in-depth, it’s perfectly natural for a person to
say to me, as they often do, well, what do you and the NDP propose to fix this? This “Nova
Scotia Health Authority Openness Act” [Bill No. 64] is a first-step component of an answer
to that question.

There are of course many things we need to do in the health care crisis, but let’s
start with the fact that we need to not be the one province in Canada whose Health
Authority meetings are not open to the public. There are many things we need to see to in
the health care system, as we need to address the health care crisis, but certainly one of
them at the top of the list is we need to not be the only province in Canada where the public
is not able to avail themselves of the minutes of the meetings, the record of the proceedings
of the Health Authority of the province.

There is a reason why every municipal council in Nova Scotia, every school board
and, for that matter, every provincial Legislature in the country, has a provision in its
building for members of the public to attend and observe the proceedings that happen there.
Why, every school board, every municipal government that we are familiar with, every
provincial Legislature has an arrangement, an accommodation made for members of the
media, because we know that in a democratic society, the competent performance of the
public administration is enhanced and advanced by media and by public scrutiny.

Let’s be clear, it’s not as though the record of the Nova Scotia Health Authority is
so spectacular that we don’t need to worry about improving on its performance. One thinks
of the condemnation issue just a few months ago by the Auditor General, in which he raised
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such serious questions about the forthrightness and competence of communications work
within the NSHA. One thinks of the over 100,000 people so often spoken about here in this
Chamber without a family doctor in Nova Scotia.

Certainly, as | spoke about earlier this afternoon, one thinks of all the emergency
room closures that have increased so steadily since this present government came to power,
so much so that so much of the progress that had been made in recent years has been
squandered since this government came to power, so that we are in a situation now with
closures from Shelburne and Lunenburg, to Parrsboro and Pugwash, and Springhill and
New Waterford, Glace Bay, from one end of the province to the other, the situation of
emergency room dependability has been reversed a decade to the epidemic situation that
pertained before the inauguration of the John Ross study and the 2010 Ross report.

The “Nova Scotia Health Authority Openness Act” [Bill No. 64] would bring
openness and accountability to the work of the NSHA in three main ways: (1) by requiring
all meetings of the Nova Scotia Health Authority Board of Directors, including the regular
meetings and the annual meeting, to be open to the public; (2) by requiring that the
meetings of the Nova Scotia Health Authority Board of Directors be announced well
enough in advance so that the participation of citizens there could be facilitated; and (3) by
requiring that the agendas and the minutes of all meetings of the Board of Directors of the
Nova Scotia Health Authority be made public and be posted and publicly available on the
NSHA'’s website.

Now, none of this is to say that there aren’t many other very serious, large, dramatic
improvements required in the work that is the responsibility of the NSHA, and we certainly
understand that that’s the case. I mentioned, simply, just three. We know that the NSHA
needs first to concentrate, as does this government, on rebuilding relationships of trust with
health care providers - relationships of trust which have been set back so badly, particularly
when we think about Bill No. 148 and the way the relationship of trust with nurses in the
province was set back by a law which prohibits them from being able to bargain their own
conditions of their employment.

We think about important relationships with health care providers which have been
so dramatically reversed, such as the relationship with the physicians of the province. In
terms of the government’s failure to reach an agreement with Doctors Nova Scotia over
that benefits fund, leading to the acrimony which has caused so much - what would have
been avoidable discord in the present lawsuit. This is an area that the Health Authority
certainly needs to concentrate on: the repairing of damaged relationships.

A second area certainly the government needs to concentrate along this front is the
building of a renewed and vigorous insistence from our government that we have a federal
partner in health care funding in Nova Scotia. When the dust settles on the present
government’s health care record, I predict that near the top of the list of the shortcomings
is going to be the capitulation to a federal health funding formula that takes no account of
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the demographic idiosyncrasies and realities we face in Nova Scotia, a funding formula
which sees our province receiving not one red cent more in federal health transfer funding
for a 95-year-old on a walker in South Branch than the Ontario Government is today
receiving for a 25-year-old athlete in Mississauga. This is a matter that needs addressing.

A third matter that certainly needs addressing: we need to move, and government
in general on this front, to move from the whole approach of cutting to the approach of
investing. It makes no sense that in Nova Scotia so many of the beds of our hospitals are
taken up at this stage by people who are not hospital patients at all, but rather nursing home
residents who are waiting for nursing home placements that are not available for them
because there has been a failure to invest, for four and a half years, in the opening of a
single new nursing home bed in the province. At the same time, not only do we not have
that investment, we have the funds being cut that support diet, recreation, and staffing to
the nursing homes that we do have across the province.

There is no shortage, we understand, of things that stand in dire need of
improvement in health care in Nova Scotia, but you’ve got to start somewhere. The “Nova
Scotia Health Authority Openness Act” [Bill No. 64] is exactly this kind of a beginning
place. We may think of that scene in Dickinson’s Great Expectations, where Miss
Havisham has lived decades and decades in a darkened room with heavy, heavy curtains
pulled from one side to the other. The scene comes where the curtains are pulled back and
everything is changed because light begins to shine into the room from every direction.
One does not effectively address a health care crisis by an emphasis on command and
control. One does not effectively address a health care crisis by an emphasis on the top-
secret, or on heavy darkened curtains of information

The first step toward effectively reversing the terrible trajectory that the Liberals
have established for health care in Nova Scotia is openness, transparency, accountability,
and light. These are the principles that are advanced for the Nova Scotia Health Authority
in the bill that we are pleased to put forward, the “Nova Scotia Health Authority Openness
Act” [Bill No. 64].

[3:00 p.m.]
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Clare-Digby.

MR. GORDON WILSON: Mr. Speaker, | would like to take the occasion to stand
up any time and have a chance to talk about health care and health care issues in the
Province of Nova Scotia. I think my colleagues have heard me here before. It’s an area that
- | must say, with our previous minister and our current minister - has been probably one
of the forefront things in my community for which I’ve worked very hard to not only
represent the community but represent some of the challenges that this province faces.
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The broad terms of health care, sometimes we look at every aspect of it as they’re
raising here today - the operations of the board right straight down into emergency
department operations and things like that. From my perspective, there’s one thing I’d like
to bring to the conversation, and I think it might get to the crux of the matter as far as what
they’ve brought forward today for discussion. That’s community understanding and
community involvement, as far as their ability to be part of the process and to make sure
their voices are heard and to understand what’s being said.

In saying that, | think one thing | want to embrace with everybody - and | put this
challenge out to all of our members across the floor; it’s also a conversation that I’ve had
with a lot of our members on our side of the House. That is, regardless of what we know
or don’t know, we need to go out and find that information. The only way to do that
properly is to be engaged. It’s to reach out and build a relationship.

That goes across all the sectors. It’s not just apparent within the Department of
Transportation and Infrastructure Renewal, Department of Health and Wellness,
Community Services - it doesn’t matter where it is. I would encourage all of our members
to go out and make sure they start working in their communities directly under an umbrella
that allows them to be able to effectively communicate, to effectively understand, and to
effectively pass on the positions of those constituents that they represent.

I’ll give one quick example before I pass on my time to my colleague. I challenge
every person in this House to make sure that within their community they find a model, a
model that will fit that, a model that will bring all the stakeholders together, a model that
will take the voices of the people in the community and build a relationship. | know we
hear about the negativity. I know it’s something that doctors from abroad and those looking
to come here hear.

I would challenge everybody to show what you have to offer in your communities.
| challenge everybody to build a way of showing why Nova Scotia is the best place to live
and why we should be having people moving here - not just for doctors but for engineers,
for our young people who are in Alberta and everywhere else across this country.

That’s the one thing I would ask. That’s the one thing I would bring. I really thank
everybody for the opportunity to stand here today and say that. I will turn my time over.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cumberland North.

MS. ELIZABETH SMITH-MCCROSSIN: Mr. Speaker, I'm pleased today to rise
and share a few words about Bill No. 64, which includes amendments to the Health
Authorities Act. The Nova Scotia Health Authority is a public entity that receives more
than $2 billion of our taxpayers’ money. The mission of the Health Authority is “to achieve
excellence in health, healing and learning through working together.”
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That’s not the mission statement of a secret society, but in many ways our Nova
Scotia Health Authority acts and behaves like a secret society.

Let’s look at the definition of a secret society: it’s a “club or an organization whose
activities, events, inter-functioning, or membership are concealed from non-members.”
Does that sound familiar, Mr. Speaker? It sounds familiar to me, because we are not able
to access the information about what our Nova Scotia Health Authority board of directors
does. We are not able to find their minutes. We are not able to find when they meet, what
dates, for how long. It sounds similar to a secret society.

The Health Authority, we do know, has a board of directors. We know who they
are, but we don’t have a clear idea of what they do. Here’s what we do know: the board is
made up of 13 experienced professionals, and the Health Authority’s website says these 13
men and women “work to ensure proper governance in our complex health system.”

How many times, Mr. Speaker, do you think they would meet in a 12-month period?
Think about the job that they have to do. They are governing our complex health care
system which includes - let’s think about it - long-term care, acute care, which involves all
of the in-patient beds, our emergency departments, continuing care, mental health, some of
the collaborative care clinics.

Let me ask that question again, how many times do you think, Mr. Speaker, this
board of directors would meet in a 12-month period? We’re told they meet eight times,
that’s it. How can they govern this complex health care system in eight meetings a year?
Again, we have no idea how long these meetings are, what kind of discussions are being
held. We don’t know if the 13 board members show up. Do 12 show up? Do nine show
up? Do three show up?

This kind of secrecy is not a good thing for democracy. It is something to consider
that we’re one of the only Health Authority boards for health systems in the whole country
that acts this way. In every other province some, if not all, of the meetings are open. They
are open to the public. However, here in Nova Scotia, our meetings are closed - zero, zero,
zero transparency. In some provinces, the minutes of the meetings are even posted to the
website. In other provinces, they are available upon request. However, again, here in Nova
Scotia, no meetings are available.

Openness and transparency are the pillars of a healthy democracy, and that’s one
of the reasons that we support this amendment, Bill No. 64. Openness and transparency are
the wellsprings of accountability. | think back to the Fall session of the Legislature and one
of the things that | spoke about a lot, Mr. Speaker, was the lack of accountability that is
apparent throughout our whole health care system. If a government or government agency
IS open, trust improves.
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| say to you, Mr. Speaker, the people of Nova Scotia deserve to be able to trust
those who are in charge of something so important as the health of individuals, and the
health of our families, and the health of the people of Nova Scotia.

Democracy requires citizens to participate in the processes of government. By
government being open to scrutiny, citizens are able to protect themselves from an
overzealous government or agency. They’re able to judge for themselves if a government
or agency is acting appropriately and in the best interests of the majority of people.

Our Premier used to understand this. In fact, once he said he would make Nova
Scotia the most open and transparent government in the country. Well, this is a promise he
has failed to fulfill, particularly when it comes to the Nova Scotia Health Authority. Then
what happens when people are not open and transparent? We automatically question why.
What is being held back? What are they hiding?

| listened to the Premier and members opposite today chastise my colleagues for
being negative. I’'m just here to say we are speaking on behalf of the people, and I can’t
believe that the members opposite do not have the exact same situations coming to their
offices every day just like ours. I don’t understand how the members opposite can ignore
and not make positive changes to our Nova Scotia Health Authority board of directors and
our health care system. I don’t understand.

| know that in government you need to stick together as a team, but why are the
members opposite not sticking together as a team to make improvements? | know they
must have the same situations - people coming to their office who have no access to a
family doctor, who have a sick child dying from cancer, who have medications that can’t
be filled, who have chronic pain and can’t get in to a pain specialist because they don’t
have a family doctor to get a referral. | find it hard to believe that the members opposite
are not experiencing the exact same things that we are with our citizens.

| encourage you, before you criticize us, and before members opposite chastise my
colleagues for being negative, let me just remind you that we are being real. We are being
honest. We are being open and transparent. |1 would like to bring it back that we think the
Nova Scotia Health Authority board of directors should be the same.

Mr. Speaker, | have been a registered nurse for 27 years, and | have been married
to a family physician for the same number of years. We are reminded in the last 12 months
of what it was like when we first started our careers. The early 1990s are known as the
Savage days. It was a very, very, very dark time for those people who worked in health
care. For those of you who are old enough, like me, to think back, there was a huge exodus
of physicians and other health care professionals from the province at that time because
they were so discouraged and felt so demoralized by the government of the day.
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When [ see what’s happening now - if we don’t turn things around, Mr. Speaker,
and start showing that we are a government that values our health care workers, that we
are a government that wants to provide the best health care services to our people, things
are only going to continue to worsen. We do not need to go back to days like the Savage
days.

Those of you who were here in the last Fall session may remember me tabling a
couple of documents, and I have them here again today. A group of seven physicians wrote
a couple of papers on governance. These physicians were highly critical of our Nova Scotia
Health Authority board of directors and how there was zero transparency. That is not
normal. Most physicians and nurses do not speak out because they are more focused on
patient care. They’re not used to being political, they’re not used to being publicly vocal,
and most of them are very uncomfortable. | applaud the physicians who took the time and
were brave and wrote these articles.

When you look at these articles and the recommendations that they made, they
highlight the importance of transparency. One of the very specific recommendations that
they have made is that our Nova Scotia Health Authority board of directors meetings
should be open to the public.

Mr. Speaker, on my drive in today, | listened to a radio talk show, and they were
talking about the municipal Halifax meetings and how they have too many closed sessions
that are not open to the public. I thought it’s very similar to this, it just creates distrust.

[3:15 p.m/]

When people who are elected to represent the people do not promote openness and
transparency it creates distrust in the government and in the people. | would like to table
this document that clearly states that physicians do believe that the Nova Scotia Health
Authority board of directors should have open and transparent meetings.

When you look at good governance principles, | have a paper here from Mclnnes
Cooper and it states, “The objective of corporate governance is to promote strong, viable
competitive corporations accountable to stakeholders.”

| ask, who are the stakeholders here? The stakeholders are the people of Nova
Scotia. The stakeholders are you and I and all of our families and all of the people that we
were elected to represent - they are the stakeholders for the Health Authority. The Nova
Scotia Health Authority board of directors is accountable to them. They deserve to know
what is being done in these meetings. They should be accountable to the stakeholders. This
board of directors are good people, |1 have no doubts. But because of the lack of
transparency, we have no idea what they’re doing.
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This lack of transparency trickles down into front-line workers. Do you know out
of the 19 government departments, the Department of Health and Wellness and anyone that
works under the Nova Scotia Health Authority is the only department that I, as an elected
official, am not allowed to speak to anyone in management? | have to go through a public
relations person, I’m not allowed to speak to anyone in management. But if there’s a
pothole in my road, I can call up the area manager and get her to fix it. This lack of
transparency and openness is seen throughout every level, starting with our board of
directors. It trickles down. Leadership matters.

My last minute or so | will just say | am grateful to the NDP, to our colleagues, for
bringing forth this bill. | do believe this is an important bill. I believe it represents what the
people of Nova Scotia have been wanting and deserve. For this reason | would like to say
myself and my caucus do support this bill.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Needham.

MS. LISA ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, thank you to both of my colleagues who have
spoken to this bill already, as well as to my Leader. I’'m very proud this is a bill that we
have brought forward and | actually believe that all members of the House should support
it.

Last year | would always preface my speeches as a relatively new MLA, but now
I’m like one of the more experienced folks on this side of the House. Still, I remain struck
by how, as a province - in too many ways, over too many mandates - we have wasted the
good work that has been done no matter which stripe, by a desire for the incoming
government to change the page. To say, oh, that’s what they did, but we’re going to do
something new.

| say that particularly as the representative for Halifax Needham where, as you all
know, | was preceded by Maureen MacDonald who, | have been told by multiple
bureaucrats and multiple health care professionals, was an exemplary Health and Wellness
Minister.

There was good work done and some of that good work is actually mentioned in an
Auditor General’s Report from June 2016, which I was referring to . . .

HON. RANDY DELOREY: She’s from Antigonish.
MS. ROBERTS: Okay, so the current Minister of Health and Wellness is pointing
out that she’s from Antigonish. While that may be true, trust me, she is a constituent, and

she represented my neighborhood very well.

But seriously, we acknowledge on this side of the House that making change,
particularly in health care, is not easy. Making good change is not easy. Under Maureen’s
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leadership, under the NDP Government, a number of good things were done. | know that
everything that needed to be done was not done, because it’s actually not possible when
you come into government, I get that. It’s not possible to make every positive change that
you want to see happen.

My understanding - not just from speaking with Maureen, but from speaking with
people who worked with her - was that she was strategic. She figured out within the first
few weeks in her portfolio which changes she was going to tackle, and then she tackled
them with laser focus. That is why, with the help of John Ross, just for example, we saw
the rollout of Collaborative Emergency Centres.

That was cited in the June 2016 Auditor General’s Report as a positive change that
resulted in reduced ER closures, better access both to emergency care and to primary care
for people who do not have primary health care at a doctor’s office in their community. We
know that those were rolling out, and we know that there was a schedule for other ones that
would roll out, and we know that this government has chosen to stop that rollout.

Frankly, one of my concerns about not introducing this bill, not having transparency
at the Nova Scotia Health Authority, is that I don’t know