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House of Assembly
Nova Scotia

HALIFAX, WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2018
Sixty-third General Assembly
First Session
1:00 P.M.

SPEAKER
Hon. Kevin Murphy

DEPUTY SPEAKERS
Mr. Chuck Porter, Ms. Suzanne Lohnes-Croft

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. Before we begin the daily routine, the topic for late
debate tonight, at the moment of interruption, as submitted by the honourable member for
Cumberland North is:

Therefore be it resolved that Liberal management has caused a crisis in health care
and that the government seems determined to deal the same fate to Nova Scotia’s education
system.

For late debate, at the moment of interruption.

We’ll now begin the daily routine.

PRESENTING AND READING PETITIONS

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Community Services.

2045
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HON. KELLY REGAN: Mr. Speaker, | beg leave to table a petition on behalf of
210 residents of the Basinview school community. The operative clause is:

“THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the undersigned request the Nova
Scotia Department of Education and Early Childhood Development build a
new elementary school to accommodate the influx of new students in
Bedford.”

| have affixed my signature, according to the Rules of the House. Thank you, Mr.
Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: The petition is tabled.

PRESENTING REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

TABLING REPORTS, REGULATIONS AND OTHER PAPERS

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS

GOVERNMENT NOTICES OF MOTION

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Communities, Culture and Heritage.
RESOLUTION NO. 742

HON. LEO GLAVINE: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Heritage Day provides an opportunity for Nova Scotians to gather,
recognize, and celebrate the achievements of those who have made significant
contributions to our province and the world abroad; and

Whereas during Heritage Day weekend, | was honoured to deliver remarks about
Mona Parsons, a Nova Scotia war hero who lived a life characterized by courageous service
and defiance to tyranny; and

Whereas the incredible story of Mona Parsons, our 2018 Heritage Day honouree,
has received widespread recognition as a result of Heritage Day events across the province;

Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly extend their
appreciation to Nova Scotians throughout the province for participating in Heritage Day
events and for celebrating the spirit of Mona Parsons, a young Nova Scotia woman whose
courageous actions made a difference during a dark chapter of history.
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Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Education and Early Childhood Development.
RESOLUTION NO. 743

HON. ZACH CHURCHILL: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day
| shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas February 28, 2018, marks the Pink Shirt Day, a movement started by Nova
Scotians David Shepherd and Travis Price after seeing a student being bullied in school;
and

Whereas this year the focus is on cyberbullying, and people across Canada and the
world unite in celebrating diversity and raising awareness to stop all forms of bullying; and

Whereas it is important to celebrate the differences among us to ensure that every
Nova Scotian has the opportunity to fulfill their dreams, to feel comfortable in the
community, and be able to show us who they are;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly work together
to eradicate cyberbullying and all forms of bullying in Nova Scotia, while promoting
acceptance, understanding, and respect for all.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
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The motion is carried.
The honourable Minister of African Nova Scotian Affairs.
RESOLUTION NO. 744

HON. TONY INCE: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Bradford J. Barton received the Order of Nova Scotia in 2017, which is
the province’s highest honour, recognizing individuals for their outstanding contributions,
and shines a light on the efforts they have made in their communities; and

Whereas Mr. Barton spent his professional career as a teacher in the education
system and has worked throughout his life in the pursuit of positive race relations, cross-
cultural understanding, and human rights; and

Whereas Mr. Barton pioneered integration of the Nova Scotia schools, created the
foundation for inclusion of African Nova Scotian learners, educators, and curricula, and is
an internationally recognized sports official, having given 50 years of service as a coach,
referee, and mentor;

Therefore be it resolved that the members of this House of Assembly join me in
congratulating Bradford J. Barton on receiving the Order of Nova Scotia and commend
him on advocating for youth, creating an environment for all students to succeed, and for
being an inspiration in the African Nova Scotian community.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Communities, Culture and Heritage.



WED., FEB. 28, 2018 ASSEMBLY DEBATES 2049

RESOLUTION NO. 745

HON. LEO GLAVINE: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Barbara Hannigan, an operatic soprano and orchestra conductor from
Waverley, Nova Scotia, won a Grammy Award for Best Classical Solo Vocal album,
entitled Crazy Girl Crazy, in 2018; and

Whereas the Grammy Awards are presented by The Recording Academy to
recognize achievement in the mainly English-language music industry; and

Whereas Ms. Hannigan has achieved renown in Europe and North America as a
singer and advocate of new opera, has been noted for her passionate and physical
performances in performance art, has broken boundaries and proven versatility, and is a
high-achieving iconoclast in a profession where women orchestra conductors are rare;

Therefore be it resolved that members of the House of Assembly join me in
acknowledging Barbara Hannigan on receiving the Grammy Award for Best Classical Solo
Vocal album in 2018, a highly prestigious and extraordinary musical achievement that is
recognized around the world.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

Bill No. 69 - Entitled an Act to Provide Dental Health Care for all Nova Scotian
Children. (Mr. Gary Burrill)

Bill No. 70 - Entitled an Act to Amend Chapter 1 of the Acts of 2003. The
Apprenticeship and Trades Qualifications Act. (Hon. Labi Kousoulis)

Bill No. 71 - Entitled an Act to Amend Chapter 7 of the Acts of 2011. The Fair
Drug Pricing Act. (Ms. Tammy Martin)
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MR. SPEAKER: Ordered that these bills be read a second time on a future day.
NOTICES OF MOTION
STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Preston-Dartmouth.
[1:15 p.m/]
RCL CENTENNIAL BR. 160: POPPY CAMPAIGN - CONGRATS.

HON. KEITH COLWELL: Mr. Speaker, I’d like to recognize Centennial Legion
Branch 160 Royal Canadian Legion on their very successful Poppy Campaign that raised
approximately $72,000 to support the important work of the Legion.

These funds are used strictly in compliance with the Poppy Manual to support
veterans and their families, and seniors in our community, and medical research at the
Dartmouth General and Camp Hill Hospitals. The campaign’s success depends entirely on
a group of tireless volunteers working in conjunction with many community businesses
and organizations.

| applaud and congratulate the Centennial Branch 160 for this significant
achievement, and for making a positive difference in the lives of veterans, and our
communities.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou West.

MARTIN, DANIEL:
N.S. SPECIAL OLYMPIAN OF THE YR. (2017) - CONGRATS.

MS. KARLA MACFARLANE: Mr. Speaker, | would like to congratulate Daniel
Martin of Pictou, who will be named the 2017 Nova Scotia Special Olympian of the Year.

Daniel first joined Special Olympics and tried the sport of snowshoeing in 2011.
Since then, he has taken home medals and had great success at both the national, and world
games. Daniel trains four-to-five times a week, and through his hard work and
commitment, he has achieved great success. We are all so proud of him and his
achievements with Nova Scotia Special Olympics.

I wish him the best of luck in future competitions. I know he will do us
tremendously proud, and he is an admirable representative of Pictou West and Nova Scotia.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Chebucto.
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PETERSON, BETTY: DEATH OF - TRIBUTE

MR. GARY BURRILL: Mr. Speaker, on Saturday Canada lost one of its great civic
personages and beacons for peace and social justice, with the passing of Betty Peterson in
Halifax. Betty was 100 years old.

Betty Peterson’s name was synonymous with the struggle for a more just and
equitable world. She travelled the country fighting for Indigenous rights, and organizing
for peace, particularly through the Voice of Women and the Halifax Society of Friends.
Betty was a role model to generations, particularly women, and her 100" birthday party
last November in the city was a great music and joy-filled reunion of a legion of Betty’s
friends and admirers, over a succession of many decades.

In 2015, the Canadian Voice of Women presented Betty Peterson with the Muriel
Duckworth Award for Peace Activism. The citation for that award read as follows:

“For many years, you have dedicated tireless hours to many of civil
society’s peace and social justice communities. As an unstoppable
advocate through non-violence trainings, campaigns, workshops,
lobbying, especially for disarmament and First Nations peoples’
concerns, your leadership speaks of the resourcefulness and strength
you have dedicated to positive change.”

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Clare-Digby.

SABEAN, EBEN/TUFTS, JOAN:
GOV. GEN. SOVEREIGN’S MEDAL - CONGRATS.

MR. GORDON WILSON: Mr. Speaker, last summer the Governor General of
Canada presented three honours to 70 deserving Atlantic Canadians, including the
Sovereign’s Medal for Volunteer. This medal was presented to the following individuals
from the Digby County area:

Eben Sabean has been a leader within our community, commanding volunteer
firefighters out in the field and instructing cadets. Through his efforts with cadets, he has
guided and helped these young people to become well-rounded citizens.

Joan Tufts has for the last 15 years promoted to facilitate better mental health. She
has been both an advocate for people who need help, and worked to reduce stigma
associated with mental illness. Ms. Tufts also shared her Acadian culture and heritage
through La Guilde Acadienne de Clare.

Congratulations to our two medal recipients and volunteers, two people who work
for our community to make it a better place for everyone to live.
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MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Queens-Shelburne.
PINK SHIRT DAY: BULLYING - EFFECT CHANGE

MS. KIM MASLAND: Mr. Speaker, five months ago | stood and delivered my
maiden speech. In that speech, I shared my own family’s struggles with bullying and talked
of the terrible impacts that it had on our lives. Today, according to Canadian statistics, one
in five children is bullied; that is one in five too many.

Mr. Speaker, today is Pink Shirt Day, a day dedicated to raising awareness of
bullying and the preventive measures that people can take to stop it from happening. This
day was started because in 2007, two ordinary young Nova Scotians did an extraordinary
thing. They saw a fellow student being bullied and they decided to stand up for him. They
became heroes. It is my hope that all of us will continue to have conversations about
bullying, and do what we can to effect change.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Needham.
AFRICAN HISTORY MONTH: WORKING WHILE BLACK GROUP - SALUTE

MS. LISA ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, on this last day of African History Month, |
want to salute a group that works against racism in Halifax Needham and beyond. Working
While Black is a website and working collaboration involving members of the African
Nova Scotian community and allies in Solidarity Halifax.

Its website is a good read and sometimes a shocking one. Black residents of Nova
Scotia share their stories of confronting systemic racism and discrimination in the
workplace. Just one example: a Black defence lawyer who advised his white client to wear
a dress shirt was assumed by the Crown attorney to be the defendant, even though he was
wearing the three-piece suit and had legal books in front of him.

| read the stories and | am reminded to pause and to check my own implicit bias.
Working While Black also provides advice for being a good ally if we witness an incident
of racism in our workplaces, but are not the target, we can speak up.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Guysborough-Eastern Shore-
Tracadie.

SHEET HBR. LIONS CLUB: ANNIV. (70"") - CONGRATS.
HON. LLOYD HINES: Mr. Speaker, | would like to congratulate the Sheet

Harbour Lions Club on their 70" Anniversary. They have been flourishing since December
17, 1947, only the fifth club to be chartered in Nova Scotia and sponsored by the Lions
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Club of Truro back in the day. They should be applauded for their strong community spirit
and hard work.

Throughout the year they volunteer their space for numerous recreation programs,
fundraisers, weddings, memorial banquets, and many more community events. They
provide catering and transportation using a 15-seat van purchased by them to service their
patrons. They also coordinate the Terry Fox Run and Seaside Festival activities. They
sponsor bursaries for graduating students, provide monies for those in crisis, and purchase
Christmas gifts for families in need.

I commend the Sheet Harbour Lions Club for their volunteerism, leadership, and
charitable contributions in our community. They are the very lifeblood that keeps our
beloved small communities thriving, and we can all be grateful for their dedication.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou Centre.
MALCOLM, SUSAN: RETIREMENT - CONGRATS.

HON. PAT DUNN: Mr. Speaker, the Aberdeen Health Foundation will be without
their dynamic and cheerful executive director. Susan Malcolm has decided to retire at the
end of February 2018. Malcolm transformed the direction of the foundation during the mid-
2000s, and her focus was to broaden the organization’s scope to have a significant impact
on health and well-being.

This major change allowed the foundation to direct dollars to wellness initiatives
in the community in addition to hospital needs. Our community is heavily grateful to Susan
for her impeccable leadership during a time of transition in the health needs of citizens in
Pictou County. Susan was the embodiment of optimism and hard work. Congratulations
and have a happy retirement.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth North.

AFRICAN HISTORY MONTH:
AFRICAN N.S. MUSIC ASSOC. - RECOGNIZE

MS. SUSAN LEBLANC: Mr. Speaker, on this last day of African Heritage Month,
I’d like to recognize the work of the African Nova Scotian Music Association and its
celebration and promotion of African Nova Scotian musicians and musical heritage. On
Saturday night, ANSMA held its 20" Anniversary awards show at the Rebecca Cohn
Auditorium and it was a great night. Hosted by Cory Bowles and Mike Robinson and
featuring performances by the ANSMA Youth Choir, Kwento and Cyndi Cain, the night
celebrated emerging artists as well as seasoned professionals who have taken their skills
and talents around the world.
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The award winners included, but were not limited to, industry pioneers like Dean
Jarvis and drummer JoJo Bowden, emerging artists Jody Upshaw, and cousins Amariah
Bernard-Washington and Zamani Bernard-Millar, and the Artist of the Year Award went
to the amazing Reeny Smith. | ask this House to join me in congratulating all the nominees
and award winners on their achievements, and ANSMA for celebrating its 20" year of
supporting these incredible artists.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Armdale.

AFRICAN HISTORY MONTH:
AFRICAN HERITAGE & DIVERSITY SUNDAY - RECOGNIZE

HON. LENA DIAB: Mr. Speaker, this month we marked African Heritage Month
in communities across Nova Scotia. On February 25" | had the privilege of joining the
Redeemed Christian Church of God Restoration Chapel on Herring Cove Road for their
African Heritage and Diversity Sunday. This was truly a great example of celebration of
diversity, and an opportunity to form new bonds between communities.

The morning included beautiful choir music, prayer and reflections songs, sermons,
and spoken word performances. | was delighted to join the celebration and connect with
members, some of which had just arrived in Canada five days earlier of the many African
Nova Scotian communities that make up Nova Scotia, including many Francophones. It
was a unique opportunity to join the congregation in worship, and | was happy to share
with them how we worship in my own Maronite Catholic parish.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sydney River-Mira-Louisbourg.

CAVANAUGH, KIM & COUSINEAU, MEDRIC:
TAX CREDIT - RECOGNIZE

HON. ALFIE MACLEOD: Mr. Speaker, the PC Party has been honoured to support
brave people like Kim Cavanaugh and Medric Cousineau as they’ve fought for equality.
Through their service dogs, they live full, productive lives. Their work helps countless
others to access psychiatric service dogs, and in the 2018 federal budget, service dogs are
included in the federal disability tax credit.

Today Medric was thrilled by the credit. He recognizes that the fight for the tax
credit has been an uphill battle, but one that needed to be fought. It is not often one can say
that they changed the country for the better, but Medric knew that equality was worth
fighting for.

The Nova Scotia PC Party is honoured to have been able to support them. Medric,
Kim, members of the Legion, the credit is all yours.
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MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth South.
AFRICAN HISTORY MONTH: ARCHY BEALS - RECOGNIZE

MS. CLAUDIA CHENDER: Mr. Speaker, | rise today on the last day of African
Heritage Month to recognize Archy Beals, the Halifax Regional School Board African
Nova Scotian Representative. It’s Archy’s job to track things like racist incidents in
schools.

| was reminded of the importance of this recently when | was contacted by a
distraught Dartmouth parent whose daughter, age nine, is now in her second year of being
subjected to racist bullying and epithets by a group of her peers - the same aggressors for
two years, with no progress being made.

After contacting every level of government, all available resources, Archy is the
only person who has given this mother genuine assistance, both personally in terms of
practical advice and systemically in terms of bringing forward these issues at the school
board level. The teacher, principal, and guidance counsellor at the school could not help,
and Archy could.

Archy has been atireless advocate for African Nova Scotian learners in Dartmouth.
In response to the proposed education changes, he has lamented that African Nova Scotian
learners will continue to be lost in a system that has not been and continues not to be
friendly to them as a community - a marginalized and disenfranchised and disengaged
community. At a recent town hall on education, Archy quoted a proverb: if you want to go
fast, go alone; if you want to go slow, go together.

Like Archy, I still hold out hope that we can go together and that voices like Archy’s
will not be lost in our school system.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Timberlea-Prospect.

RESOURCE OPPORTUNITIES CENTRE:
VOLUNTEER AWARDS - CONGRATS.

HON. IAIN RANKIN: Mr. Speaker, | would like to congratulate the Resource
Opportunities Centre for facilitating an annual volunteer awards event for residents of the
Prospect communities. Special recognition goes out to the ROC staff - notably Shirley
Jollimore, Amy Hockin, and Jessica Morrissey - who have worked hard to ensure that this
event runs smoothly.

Local residents and organizations came together to celebrate 36 amazing volunteers
at the 3@ Annual Prospect Communities Volunteer Awards, held on June 10" of last year.
These awards are a celebration of the many dedicated volunteers, community groups, and
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organizations that passionately give their time and service to important initiatives in the
Prospect communities.

| am proud to serve a community that recognizes and places such value on the
significant contribution of volunteers in making our communities welcoming and inclusive
for all.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Colchester-Musquodoboit Valley.
SCH. COUNSELLORS: IMPACT - ACKNOWLEDGE

MR. LARRY HARRISON: Mr. Speaker, February 5" to February 9" was Canadian
School Counselling Week. This week is a celebration of the positive impact that school
counsellors have in supporting students’ success within our schools. School counsellors
contribute to all aspects of a student’s development, whether it be personal, social,
academic, or career development.

Although this week has since passed, | thought it important to raise awareness of
the invaluable scope of programs and services provided to our students by school
counsellors, including the increasingly-needed mental health guidance and assistance.

I would like to take this time to thank our Nova Scotia school counsellors and
counsellors elsewhere for their commitment, their dedication, and their support to our
students.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Chebucto.
AFRICAN HISTORY MONTH: N.S. MASS CHOIR - CONGRATS.

MR. GARY BURRILL: Mr. Speaker, on this, the last day of African Heritage
Month, I’d like to take a moment to congratulate the Nova Scotia Mass Choir on two recent
events: the first, their 15" annual tribute concert to Martin Luther King, Jr., which took
place on January 13" in Halifax, and the second, a series of free concerts held this month
in partnership with Halifax public libraries. Both events highlight the singular mission of
the choir: to spread a message of racial harmony through their music and composition.

I’d invite the House to join me in recognizing the Nova Scotia Mass Choir on these
achievements and in anticipating their 16" annual Martin Luther King Jr. tribute concert in
2019.
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[1:30 p.m.]
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sydney-Whitney Pier.
PAUL, CHIEF TERRY: ORDER OF CANADA - CONGRATS.

HON. DEREK MOMBOURQUETTE: I'm proud to rise today to recognize Chief
Terry Paul of Membertou, who, this past November, was a recipient of the Order of
Canada.

For over 33 years, Chief Paul has been the leader of Membertou First Nation,
winning 16 consecutive elections. He is a champion for First Nation communities not only
in Cape Breton but across the country, and has transformed Membertou from a tiny
community to an economic force in Cape Breton and beyond.

| stand in my place today and ask all the members of this Assembly to congratulate
Chief Paul on his Order of Canada and thank him for his continued leadership across the
province, supporting economic development and the rights of our First Nations
communities.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou East.

MARTIN, ALLEN
- WESTRAY MINERS MEM. PARK: FUNDRAISING - THANK

MR. TIM HOUSTON: Allen Martin lost a brother in the Westray disaster, and he
has watched as the Westray Miners Memorial Park was continually vandalized over the
past 25 years.

Precautions over the years to protect the park were not successful and Mr. Martin
took the matter into his own hands - he set up a GoFundMe campaign in mid-December to
raise funds to build a fence to protect the property. Within five weeks, the goal of $7,000
was reached.

On behalf of all those who lost loved ones in the disaster and those who have
donated money, | want to thank Allen Martin for successfully taking on this mission and
seeing it through to completion. Job well done, Allen.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Needham.

INDIGENOUS PEOPLE: RECONCILIATION - DISAPPOINTMENT

MS. LISA ROBERTS: I want to take a minute, which is my privilege as a member
of this House, to reflect on my privilege as a white settler on Turtle Island and to
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acknowledge the disappointment and real heartbreak of Indigenous people in the wake of
recent court decisions.

I am not the most prolific on social media, but | have valued Twitter because at
different moments - for example at the height of Idle No More - | began to follow strangers
from very different locations and experiences, and | have learned so much from them.

The other night, after the decision in the death of Tina Fontaine, Twitter was like a
window into pain. Since then, several regular posters from #NativeTwitter have actually
left the platform because they were being targeted in racist attacks.

Reconciliation has to be so much more than words. We are at the very beginning. |
am sorry.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Fairview-Clayton Park.
AUSTIN, MURRAY - FAIRVIEW COMMUN.: CONTRIBUTIONS - THANK

HON. PATRICIA ARAB: | would like to recognize Murray Austin, Fairview
Legion Branch 142 president. Murray has been an active member of the Fairview Legion
for many years and works tirelessly alongside his executive to ensure that the organization
is successful in our community. He’s currently serving his second term as president of the
Legion.

Murray has been a member of the Fairview community for over 20 years now, after
moving here from Ontario to join the Navy. He served during the Gulf War on the HMCS
Athabaskan. After retiring, he began his work with Metro Transit.

| ask the members of this House of Assembly to join me in thanking Murray Austin
for not only his contributions to the community of Fairview, but for all that he has done for
our country.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sackville-Beaver Bank.
SACKVILLE SNOW DAYS: ORGANIZERS - CONGRATS.

MR. BRAD JOHNS: I rise today to congratulate the organization of Sackville Snow
Days on another successful event.

Sackville Snow Days is an annual winter festival that runs during the February long
weekend. The Sackville Business Association and countless community groups,
organizations, businesses, and volunteers come together to create a fun-filled winter
weekend.



WED., FEB. 28, 2018 ASSEMBLY DEBATES 2059

Residents can start their day with a delicious hot pancake breakfast and enjoy
everything from a giant kerplunk game to the old-fashioned sledding party, bringing back
the days of old, of Sackville’s winter carnival.

| want to assure all members of this Legislature that this shows that the community
spirit is still alive and well in the community of Sackville.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Waverley-Fall River-Beaver Bank.

MRS. ROBINSON’S CHILDREN’S CENTRE TOO: CHRISTMAS SPIRIT -
THANK

MR. BILL HORNE: I rise today and I would like to thank all the children and their
families at Mrs. Robinson’s Children’s Centre Too in Fall River for collecting toys and
various items for pre-teens for Christmas.

Three years ago, the children’s centre looked for a charity for workers and their
children to support. Fortunately, they found a residential home for pre-teens in Halifax,
and each year they have collected toys and other items to donate. If children are asked, they
would tell you many reasons why it’s important to help others, such as, if nobody gave
anything it would make them be sad, and they wouldn’t have any presents for Christmas.

It is heartwarming to see the Christmas spirit being fostered for these young
children.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings North.
SEAMAN, DR. JIM: RETIREMENT - CONGRATS.

MR. JOHN LOHR: Mr. Speaker, I rise today to congratulate a man from my riding
who has cared for the sick and ailing constituents of Kings North for 44 years. Dr. Jim
Seaman of Kentville has retired from his practice just three weeks ago, at age 73. Dr.
Seaman was born on May 17, 1944, graduated from Dalhousie Medical School in 1971,
and practised medicine for 44 years in the Town of Kentville. At the time of his retirement,
he had pared down his patients to just over 1,800, yet he is still the official doctor for
Evergreen nursing home.

Mr. Speaker, I invite my colleagues to help me congratulate Dr. Seaman and wish
him a happy and long- lived retirement.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Chester-St. Margaret’s.
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CRUICKSHANK, MORGAN/HENDERSON, RACHAEL.:
JAZZ RECORDING OF THE YR. - CONGRATS.

MR. HUGH MACKAY:: Mr. Speaker, I rise to congratulate Morgan Cruickshank,
a guitarist from East Chester, who, with his vocal partner Rachael Henderson, recently won
the trophy for Jazz Recording of the Year during Nova Scotia Music Week. The trophy, in
the form of a blue glass vase, was represented for their extended play record, Blind.

Nova Scotia Music Week, an annual festival and conference, offers musicians
information about new opportunities to expand their knowledge of the music industry.
Morgan and Rachael have formed a group named The Blue Lane, which has made 34
appearances in less than a year, including an outdoor concert in Chester last summer. Just
weeks ago they were the opening act at the Carleton Hotel’s recently renovated bar and
restaurant, and they anticipate doing a Canadian tour and European tour shortly.

Mr. Speaker, | invite the members of this House to congratulate Morgan and
Rachael on their recent award from Nova Scotia Music Week, and to wish the band well
in their future endeavours.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cape Breton-Richmond.

MACDONALD, ROBERT: RICHMOND EDUC. CTR./ACADEMY -
GRATITUDE

MS. ALANA PAON: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recognize Mr. Robert
MacDonald, a teacher at Richmond Education Centre/Academy in Louisdale.

Mr. MacDonald spends countless hours as a hockey coach for the Richmond
Hurricanes and is also a softball coach for the school. Mr. MacDonald gives freely of his
time for all these sports that enhance the school experience for the students.

Mr. Speaker, parents, students, and fans see Mr. MacDonald on the bench and in
the classroom. | am certain they appreciate his commitment to students both during and
after school hours. He’s known for spending his free time helping students, and gives up
his lunch breaks to make phone calls of concern to parents.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. MacDonald deserves our recognition for his contribution inside
the classroom, as well as his contribution which goes above and beyond the parameters of
his job to ensure that our students feel special, cared for, and motivated to succeed.

I would like to send my gratitude to teachers like Mr. Robert MacDonald, a
dedicated Nova Scotia teacher who deserves our utmost praise.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Atlantic.
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WINTER OLYMPICS (2018): CDN. ATHLETES - CONGRATS.

MR. BRENDAN MAGUIRE: Mr. Speaker, February 25, 2018, saw the Olympic
flame extinguished in Pyeongchang, South Korea, marking the end of the 2018 Winter
Olympics. The Games were a huge success and Canada had their best showing ever,
bringing home 29 medals. The Canadian Women’s Hockey Team faced the United States
in the gold medal game and unfortunately came up short in a shootout.

Nova Scotia had many reasons to cheer on the hockey team, as two of the players
hailed from Nova Scotia - Jillian Saulnier is from Halifax and Blayre Turnbull is from
Stellarton. Also, Spryfield was well represented, as the Assistant Coach Troy Ryan is a
native Spryfielder. Congratulations, Troy.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the members of the House to join me in congratulating all the
Canadian athletes who represented our country so well at the Winter Olympics. It takes a
huge amount of hard work and dedication to become an Olympian and all Canadians should
be proud of their accomplishments.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cumberland North.
WARNER, KERRY: COMMUNITY SPIRIT - COMMEND

MS. ELIZABETH SMITH-MCCROSSIN: Mr. Speaker, I’d like to recognize Ms.
Kerry Warner. Kerry is a young woman who saw a problem in our community and she
took action. She has collected almost 3,500 signatures on a petition to push for repair of
the Rainbow Bridge in Nappan.

It’s so encouraging to see members of the community involved in their community,
and that they take pride in their homes and want to see their community flourish. Hundreds
of people every day are negatively impacted by the closing of this bridge.

Mr. Speaker, I ask all MLAs to join me in commending Ms. Kerry Warner’s
community spirit, and urge the Minister of Transportation and Infrastructure Renewal to
repair the Rainbow Bridge.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Lunenburg.

SCHOOL HEALTHY EATING PROG. - FUNDING INCREASE
MS. SUZANNE LOHNES-CROFT: Mr. Speaker, today | rise to talk about the

School Healthy Eating Program. The School Healthy Eating Program is meant to provide
the children of Nova Scotia with healthy, nutritious breakfasts at their schools.
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Last year, the School Healthy Eating Program provided more than five million
breakfasts to children across the province. Recently, our government more than doubled
the funding to this very important program. The total funding for the program is $1.975
million.

Mr. Speaker, we are committed to ensuring that all Nova Scotian children get the
best possible start to their school day. This funding increase means that every student in
public schools across the province will be able to get a nutritious breakfast every day.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cole Harbour-Eastern Passage.

MACEACHERN, MARY PAULA:
CANADA’S OUTSTANDING PRINCIPALS - CONGRATS.

MS. BARBARA ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, today | would like to recognize and
honour Principal Mary Paula MacEachern of South Woodside Elementary School. Paula
is one of only two Nova Scotia principals to be recognized by the Learning Partnership as
one of Canada’s Outstanding Principals. This program highlights the importance of
leadership in the public education system.

The Learning Partnership is a national charity dedicated to enhancing publicly-
funded education to prepare our students in Canada for a globally-connected world by
building partnerships between government, education, and business. Only 40 Canadian
Outstanding Principals were invited to attend the annual Canada’s Outstanding Principals
gala in Toronto. She will receive five days of executive leadership training through the
Rotman School of Management, and we are so excited to have her bring this knowledge
back to our constituency.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Clayton Park West.

VERITAS CATHOLIC BOOKS & GIFTS:
ROCKINGHAM OPENING - WELCOME

MS. RAFAH DICOSTANZO: Mr. Speaker, | would like to recognize the work of
a little book and gift store that has quickly become a staple in my riding. Although Veritas
Catholic Books and Gifts has been open in various locations across HRM for over 20 years,
it opened in Rockingham Plaza this past April.

Veritas is a unique store because it is a non-profit, volunteer-run organization. Its
central aim is to cultivate good reading and to help all people of the community come to a
better understanding of their lives, their purpose, and their faith.
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If you stop by the new location, you will be greeted by Brother Grant McLean or
one of the 20 volunteers who are ready and willing to he