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House of Assembly
Nova Scotia

HALIFAX, TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2018
Sixty-third General Assembly
First Session
1:00 P.M.

SPEAKER
Hon. Kevin Murphy

DEPUTY SPEAKERS
Mr. Chuck Porter, Ms. Suzanne Lohnes-Croft

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. Before we begin the daily routine, as Speaker, I’d
like to draw everybody’s attention to the gallery where I’d ask Donna Davis to rise. Donna
is our new Editor of Hansard so this will be her first day with us and our first day back.
(Applause) I’d encourage all members, as the day goes on, if you see Donna, to introduce
yourself and welcome her aboard.

We’ll now begin the daily routine.

PRESENTING AND READING PETITIONS

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Argyle-Barrington.

HON. CHRISTOPHER D’ENTREMONT: Mr. Speaker, I beg leave to table a
petition whose operative clause says: Therefore, the people of Nova Scotia demand that
the Nova Scotia Government and all members of the House of Assembly act in the best

interest of students and the public education system and refrain from implementing the
recommendations of the Raise the Bar report.

2001



2002 ASSEMBLY DEBATES TUE,, FEB. 27, 2018

There are 93 signatures and | have affixed mine, as per the Rules of the House.
MR. SPEAKER: The petition is tabled.
The honourable Leader of the New Demaocratic Party.

MR. GARY BURRILL: Mr. Speaker, | beg leave to table a petition, the operative
clause of which reads as follows: The people of Nova Scotia demand that the Nova Scotia
Government and all members of the House of Assembly act in the best interest of students
and the public education system and refrain from implementing the recommendations of
the Raise the Bar report.

The petition that | hold includes 1,938 signatures and | have added my signature as
well.

MR. SPEAKER: The petition is tabled.
The honourable Leader of the Official Opposition.

MS. KARLA MACFARLANE: Mr. Speaker, | beg leave to table a petition, the
operative clause being: Therefore, the people of Nova Scotia demand that the Nova Scotia
Government and all members of the House of Assembly act in the best interests of students
and the public education system and refrain from implementing the recommendations of
the Raise the Bar report.

| had a total of 428 signatures. | have affixed my signature according to the Rules
of the House. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: The petition is tabled.

The honourable member for Sackville-Cobequid.

HON. DAVID WILSON: Mr. Speaker, | beg leave to table a petition with the
operative clause which reads: The people of Nova Scotia demand that the Nova Scotia
Government and all members of the House of Assembly act in the best interests of students
and the public education system and refrain from implementing the recommendations of
the Raise the Bar report.

These petitions, Mr. Speaker, include 1,281 signatures that were collected by local
teachers, engaging with community members. | have affixed my signature as well.

MR. SPEAKER: The petition is tabled.

The honourable member for Pictou Centre.
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HON. PAT DUNN: Mr. Speaker, | beg leave to table a petition, the operative clause
being: We, the people of Nova Scotia, hereby demand that the Government of Nova Scotia
and all members of the House of Assembly act in the best interests of students and the
public education system and refrain from implementing the recommendations of the Raise
the Bar report.

Mr. Speaker, the petition contains 493 signatures and | have affixed my signature
also.

MR. SPEAKER: The petition is tabled.
The honourable member for Truro-Bible Hill-Millbrook-Salmon River.

MS. LENORE ZANN: Mr. Speaker, | also beg leave to table a petition and the
operative clause is: Therefore, the people of Nova Scotia demand that the Nova Scotia
Government and all members of the House of Assembly act in the best interests of students
and the public education system and refrain from implementing the recommendations of
the Raise the Bar report.

| have affixed my signature and there are approximately 1,300 signatures from the
Truro area.

MR. SPEAKER: The petition is tabled.
The honourable member for Sydney River-Mira-Louisbourg.

HON. ALFIE MACLEOD: Mr. Speaker, | too would like to table a petition, the
operative clause being: Therefore, the people of Nova Scotia demand that the Nova Scotia
Government and all members of the House of Assembly act in the best interests of students
and the public education system and refrain from implementing the recommendations of
the Raise the Bar report.

Mr. Speaker, there are 1,250-plus names on this petition and | have attached my
name as well.

MR. SPEAKER: The petition is tabled.
The honourable member for Dartmouth North.

MS. SUSAN LEBLANC: Mr. Speaker, | beg leave to table a petition, the operative
clause of which reads: The people of Nova Scotia demand that the Nova Scotia
Government and all members of the House of Assembly act in the best interest of students
and the public education system and refrain from implementing the recommendations of
the Raise the Bar report.
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The petition includes about 638 signatures and, Mr. Speaker, | have affixed my
signature as well.

MR. SPEAKER: The petition is tabled.
The honourable member for Inverness.

MR. ALLAN MACMASTER: Mr. Speaker, | beg leave to table a petition, the
operative clause: We, the people of Nova Scotia, hereby demand the Government of Nova
Scotia refrain from implementing the recommendations of the Raise the Bar report.

This petition contains 672 names and | have attached my signature as well.
MR. SPEAKER: The petition is tabled.
The honourable member for Dartmouth South.

MS. CLAUDIA CHENDER: Mr. Speaker, | beg leave to table a petition. The
operative clause reads: The people of Nova Scotia demand that the Nova Scotia
Government and all members of the House of Assembly act in the best interest of students
and the public education system and refrain from implementing the recommendations of
the Raise the Bar report.

This petition includes about 578 signatures and, Mr. Speaker, | have affixed my
signature as well.

MR. SPEAKER: The petition is tabled.

The honourable member for Kings North.

MR. JOHN LOHR: Mr. Speaker, | beg leave to table a petition. The operative
clause reads: The people of Nova Scotia demand the Nova Scotia Government and all
members of the House of Assembly act in the best interest of students and the public

education system and refrain from implementing the recommendations of the Raise the Bar
report.

Mr. Speaker, | have affixed my signature and there are 1,304 signatures on this
petition.

MR. SPEAKER: The petition is tabled.

The honourable member for Cole Harbour-Eastern Passage.
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MS. BARBARA ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, | beg leave to table a petition, the
operative clause being: The people of Nova Scotia demand that the Nova Scotia
Government and all members of the House of Assembly act in the best interest of students
from the public education system and refrain from implementing the recommendations of
the Raise the Bar report.

The petition contains 654 names and | have affixed my signature as per the Rules
of the House.

MR. SPEAKER: The petition is tabled.
The honourable member for Northside-Westmount.

MR. EDDIE ORRELL: Mr. Speaker, | too would like to table a petition, the
operative clause: The people of Nova Scotia demand that the Nova Scotia Government and
all members of the House of Assembly act in the best interest of students and the public
education system and refrain from implementing the recommendations of the Raise the Bar
report.

My petition has over 1,200 names on it, Mr. Speaker, and | have affixed my
signature as per the Rules of the House.

MR. SPEAKER: The petition is tabled.
The honourable member for Pictou East.

MR. TIM HOUSTON: Mr. Speaker, | beg leave to table a petition. The operative
clause reads: The people of Nova Scotia demand that the Nova Scotia Government and all
members of the House of Assembly act in the best interests of students and the public
education system and refrain from implementing the recommendations of the Raise the Bar
report.

The petition has been signed by 705 people and | have affixed my name to it as
well. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: The petition is tabled.
The honourable member for Cape Breton-Richmond.

MS. ALANA PAON: Mr. Speaker, | beg leave to table a petition, the operative
clause being: Therefore, the people of Nova Scotia demand that the Nova Scotia
Government and all members of the House of Assembly act in the best interest of students
and the public education system and refrain from implementing the recommendations of
the Raise the Bar report.
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The petition contains 1,321 names, and | have affixed my name as well as per the
Rules of the House.

MR. SPEAKER: The petition is tabled.
The honourable member for Colchester-Musquodoboit Valley.

MR. LARRY HARRISON: | beg leave to table a petition, the operative clause
being: Therefore, the people of Nova Scotia demand that the Nova Scotia Government and
all members of the House of Assembly act in the best interests of students and the public
education system and refrain from implementing the recommendations of the Raise the Bar
report.

The petition contains 294 names and | have affixed my signature as per the Rules
of the House.

MR. SPEAKER: The petition is tabled.
The honourable member for Queens-Shelburne.

MS. KIM MASLAND: Mr. Speaker, | beg leave to table a petition, the operative
clause being: The people of Nova Scotia demand that the Nova Scotia Government and all
members of the House of Assembly act in the best interest of students and the public
education system and refrain from implementing the recommendations of the Raise the Bar
report.

The petition contains 293 names and | have affixed my signature as per Rules of
the House.

MR. SPEAKER: The petition is tabled.
The honourable member for Sackville-Beaver Bank.

MR. BRAD JOHNS: Mr. Speaker, | beg leave to table a petition, the operative
clause being: That the people of Nova Scotia demand that the Nova Scotia Government
and all members of the House of Assembly act in the best interests of students and the
public education system and refrain from implementing the recommendations of the Raise
the Bar report.

The petition contains 550 signatures, and | have affixed my signature as well, as
per the House Rules.

MR. SPEAKER: The petition is tabled.
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[1:15 p.m/]
The honourable member for Dartmouth East.

MR. TIM HALMAN: I as well beg leave to table a petition, the operative clause
being: That the people of Nova Scotia demand that the Nova Scotia Government and all
members of the House of Assembly act in the best interests of students and the public
education system and refrain from implementing the recommendations of the Raise the Bar
report.

The petition contains 2,801 signatures, and | have affixed my signature as well, as
per the Rules of this House.

MR. SPEAKER: The petition is tabled.
The honourable member for Argyle-Barrington.

HON. CHRISTOPHER D’ENTREMONT: I beg leave to table a petition. The
operative clause reads:

“More and more government, commercial, and residential services are being
provided exclusively on line. In Little River Harbour, Comeau’s Hill and surrounding area
we do not have access to the necessary standard of internet service that benefit other
communities. We are severely disadvantaged compared to the vast majority of the rest of
province. We request that the government address and remedy this inequity.”

There are 82 signatures, and | have affixed mine, as per the Rules of this House.

MR. SPEAKER: The petition is tabled.

PRESENTING REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

TABLING REPORTS, REGULATIONS AND OTHER PAPERS

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Premier.

HON. STEPHEN MCNEIL (The Premier): | rise today to recognize a great loss
experienced by our province. On November 30, 2017, Grand Chief Ben Sylliboy passed
away peacefully surrounded by his family, community members, and the Mi’kmaq leaders.

Grand Chief Sylliboy was a humble, compassionate, and generous man. He was dedicated
to his family, community, and the Mi’kmaq people throughout Mi'gma'gi.
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Born in Waycobah, Ben Sylliboy grew up as one of five children in a family of
modest means. As a young boy, he attended the Indian Residential School in Shubenacadie
for four years. Not long after returning to his home community, he contracted tuberculosis,
leading to a lengthy battle for him to regain his health.

He went on to become a respected and dedicated member of his community. The
dedication to improving his community and constant commitment to serve his church led
to him being selected as the Mi’kmaq Grand Council Captain in 1968. In 1970, he was
elected and served nine terms as band councillor in Waycobah, and after the passing of
then-Grand Chief Donald Marshall in 1991, he became the Grand Chief.

As a survivor of a residential school, he was active as an adult in survivors groups
and was involved in the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. Throughout his life, Ben
was a respected leader and statesman for the Mi’kmaq community in Canada and beyond.

One of the highlights for me as Premier was working with Ben to pardon the late
Grand Chief Gabriel Sylliboy. It was a great moment for both of us, celebrating in peace
and friendship with all Nova Scotians and the Mi’kmaq people.

Grand Chief Sylliboy left his wife of 49 years, Catherine Marie; two daughters,
Michelle and Christina; as well as granddaughters Radney and Kendyl, and grandson
Karter.

While we continue to mourn his passing, his legacy lives throughout his promotion
of Mi’kmagq culture and spirituality. He truly lived the adage, “We Are All Treaty People.”

I would ask that all members, after my colleagues get a chance to pass their remarks,
give a moment of silence for this great Nova Scotian.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Leader of the Official Opposition.

MS. KARLA MACFARLANE: | want to thank the Premier for providing our
caucus with his remarks in advance. | believe | will echo many of the words he said about
Grand Chief Sylliboy.

Since his passing and before, many words have been used to describe Grand Chief
Ben Sylliboy. Dedicated, caring, humble, respectful, patient, and inspirational - those are
all words that describe an effective and cherished leader. There is no doubt that is what
Grand Chief Sylliboy was. But what struck me, when | reflected on his life, was how
resilient he was. He spent four years in the Indian Residential School in Shubenacadie
when he was just six years old. Then he contracted tuberculosis and fought to regain his
health, but he persevered and dedicated his life to helping and guiding others - he overcame.
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Grand Chief Sylliboy was an active member of a residential school survivor’s group
and the Truth and Reconciliation Committee. He championed the establishment of a home
for people with intellectual disabilities in his home community. He fought for the
constitutional recognition of many Mi’kmaq rights. He had a strong faith that grounded
him, and was the embodiment of Revelation 21:7: “He who overcomes will inherit these
things, and I will be his God and he will be My son.”

Grand Chief Ben Sylliboy will be remembered as a strong and humble leader. The
Premier noted that while we mourn his loss, Grand Chief Sylliboy’s legacy will be long-
lasting. His work advanced Mi’kmaq culture and spirituality and his efforts improved the
relationship between all Nova Scotians and all of the Mi’kmaq people. I hope his wife
Catherine Marie, his daughters, and all is family will find comfort in that and in the fact
that he had a life well-lived; that their husband, father, and grandfather was a good man.
He will be missed by many.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Leader of the New Democratic Party.

MR. GARY BURRILL: Mr. Speaker, | thank the Premier and the Leader of the
Official Opposition for taking a moment today to honour Grand Chief Ben Sylliboy’s life
and legacy in this House. His loss is indeed a loss to the entire province and as Morley
Googoo, Regional Chief of the Assembly of First Nations, has said, it’s really a big loss
for the nation as a whole.

Through his leadership, Grand Chief Sylliboy challenged the Nova Scotia
Government and the Government of Canada to face the hard truths in our history and in
our present, and invited us all to do better. He did that with a humble and generous, but
also unflinching spirit. He continued a long tradition of Mi’kmagq leaders, insisting that we
honour the treaties and the spirit of peace and friendship between nations in the face of
continuous betrayals by provincial and federal governments. His is an honoured legacy and
a noble path.

MR. SPEAKER: I now ask that all members of this House please rise to observe a
moment of silence for the passing of Grand Chief Ben Sylliboy.

[A moment of silence was observed.]

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you.

The honourable Minister of African Nova Scotian Affairs.

HON. TONY INCE: Mr. Speaker, this past month Nova Scotians celebrated
African Heritage Month across the province. Each February, during African Heritage

Month, we honour and celebrate our province’s African Canadian and Black history,
heritage and culture through community events, cultural traditions, youth engagement,
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contributions to society, music, theatre, readings, and feasts. It is also a time of reflection
and to remind each of us our communities are richer and stronger thanks to the ingenuity,
hard work, contributions and leadership of members of the African Nova Scotian
community.

The theme of African Heritage Month was to educate, unite, and celebrate
communities. It was chosen by the community to ignite the passion in all Nova Scotians to
learn about our province’s African culture and heritage.

Mr. Speaker, | was privileged to attend and speak at 20 events and activities that
took place across the province to celebrate the culture, the history, and longevity of African
Nova Scotians. The 2018 African Heritage Month poster was unveiled by Lieutenant
Governor Arthur J. LeBlanc and myself during a ceremony here at the Nova Scotia
Legislature on January 23, 2018, and the Proclamation declared February as African
Heritage Month. | am happy to share with you that 11 municipalities across the province
created proclamations for their regions.

As the Minister of African Nova Scotian Affairs, these were proud moments. | hope
each of my colleagues here in this House were able to attend and enjoy events in their
respective communities during the month. African Nova Scotians have a long, deep, and
complex history in this province. Despite the history, fraught with injustice and ongoing
struggles over the past 400 years, African Nova Scotians continue to overcome these
challenges, and to do so with strength of character, dignity, resolve, and resilience.

There is still much work to do to address systemic racism and discrimination in
Nova Scotia. However, we are on the right path forward and we’re on the journey of
healing. Across government, we have made a commitment to address systemic racism and
discrimination and we are taking action. When we acknowledge and understand the truths
of our shared history in Nova Scotia, then, through co-operation and education, we will be
able to facilitate change in our society. We must continue to acknowledge our shared
history and learn from it, to be proud of the achievements of our communities, and look to
the future with confidence and optimism.

Mr. Speaker, the past five weeks have been a remarkable time for the celebration.
It also was a time to reflect more deeply on the history of resilience, faith, and togetherness.
| hope all Nova Scotians had the opportunity to experience the events and celebrations
during the month and to also take some time to reflect on our shared history and the path
forward. While we recognize African Heritage Month in February, it is important that the
learning, reflection, and the hard work are not confined to one month a year.

My hope and my goal, as the Minister of African Nova Scotia Affairs, is that we
acknowledge, talk about, learn, reflect, and understand the achievements and the
contributions of people of African descent in Nova Scotia each and every day of the year.
Thank you. (Standing Ovation.)
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MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou Centre.

HON. PAT DUNN: Mr. Speaker, | want to begin by thanking the minister for
providing me with a copy of his remarks this morning. I’m also pleased to say that [ was
in attendance with the minister in this Legislature when the 2018 African Heritage poster
was unveiled on January 23, 2018.

As the minister said, African-Nova Scotians have a long and complex history in
Nova Scotia. That’s why it is so important that we mark African Heritage Month each
February. It gives all Nova Scotians an opportunity to learn about and celebrate African
and Black history and their culture, and to find out about the many contributions made by
African-Nova Scotians that make Nova Scotia richer and stronger. It’s important to learn
about the struggles and challenges Black communities have faced over the last 400 years.

It is also important to celebrate the dignity and resilience as well. | would like to
take this opportunity to highlight the contributions of Lloyd Arthur States. Mr. States was
born in New Glasgow, he enlisted in the Canadian Army and served with the 1% Special
Service Force during World War 1l. He was posted to England and became a member of
the Special Service Force. He was one of only two Black men to be part of that elite group.
Lloyd States earned numerous military honours from various countries including the
American Congressional Gold Medal, awarded to him posthumously in 2015.

[1:30 p.m.]

I know very few of us know Mr. States’ story, but we should. He was an
extraordinary Nova Scotian, and it is because of African Heritage Month that | learned his
remarkable story. That is the power of setting aside a month to learn and celebrate African
heritage in our province.

To all the individuals, groups, and communities that hosted events, raised
awareness, or held a celebration, I thank you. These events matter. They are important in
helping us, as a province, move forward to combat discrimination and racism. They help
facilitate the change the minister mentioned in his remarks.

| am hopeful that we keep these sentiments in mind as we move forward on
important issues like boundary review, school board reform, and land title claims. | agree
with the minister that the understanding and education gained each February should not be
confined to just 28 days. | hope we all carry the spirit of African Heritage Month every day
of the year.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Needham.

MS. LISA ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, thank you very much to the minister for
providing a copy of his remarks to us in advance. As African Nova Scotian Affairs
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spokesperson for the NDP caucus, it’s my pleasure to speak today and it has been an honour
to take part in African Heritage Month events.

| joined a very full house for the launch event at the Terry Symonds Auditorium at
the Halifax North Memorial Library in Halifax Needham. That celebration had special
resonance because it was there, in 1984, that the first celebration of Black History Week,
as it was known at that time, occurred.

| was reminded that this month of recognition and celebration is one that African
Nova Scotians have had to fight for. After the many joyful and uplifting events of this
month, hearing of recent incidents of racist graffiti was a wrenching reminder of the
realities of racism in our province, and the hate and injustice that African Nova Scotians
struggle against every day.

I would like to take this moment to acknowledge and truly thank the many
wonderful African Nova Scotian community organizations and leaders who it has been my
pleasure to meet and work with in my role as African Nova Scotian Affairs spokesperson,
but also as a resident, and now representative, of Halifax Needham.

These activists and organizers are holding our government and our province to
account. They are fighting for justice for Abdoul Abdi. They are pushing for an end to
discriminatory street checks. They are organizing to get land titles and to right historic
wrongs. They are speaking out against environmental racism. They are fighting for
affordable housing, quality public services, and an end to poverty. They are speaking out
about public education and the important role of African Nova Scotian school board
representatives, and along the way they are creating art, poetry, and philosophy, starting
innovative businesses, building community, and so much more.

| hope everyone in this House will join me in thanking these leaders for their work
that contributes to a more interesting, more joyful, more art-filled, more just, and more
welcoming Nova Scotia for all. Thank you very much.

GOVERNMENT NOTICES OF MOTION

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

Bill No. 63 - Entitled an Act to Amend Chapter 32 of the Acts of 2014. The
Health Authorities Act. (Hon. Christopher d’Entremont)

Bill No. 64 - Entitled an Act to Amend Chapter 32 of the Acts of 2014. The
Health Authorities Act, Respecting Board Meetings. (Ms. Tammy Martin)

Bill No. 65 - Entitled an Act to Amend Chapter 32 of the Acts of 2000. The
Psychologists Act. (Hon. Randy Delorey)
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Bill No. 66 - Entitled an Act to Amend Chapter 497 of the Revised Statutes of
1989. The Volunteer Services Act. (Mr. Keith Bain)

Bill No. 67 - Entitled an Act to Amend Chapter 32 of the Acts of 2014. The
Health Authorities Act, to Require Quarterly Reports and an Annual Expenditure
Plan. (Ms. Tammy Martin)

Bill No. 68 - Entitled an Act to Amend Chapter 18 of the Acts of 1998. The
Municipal Government Act, and Chapter 39 of the Acts of 2008. The Halifax Regional
Municipality Charter. (Ms. Claudia Chender)

MR. SPEAKER: Ordered that these bills be read a second time on a future day.
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STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS

MR.