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- Congrats., Mr. Gordon Wilson ........................................................................1908 
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- Congrats., Mr. Gordon Wilson ........................................................................1909 
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Res. 558, Blinn, Howard: St. Bernard FD Aux. (13 Yrs.)  

- Congrats., Mr. Gordon Wilson ........................................................................1909 
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Res. 574, Belliveau, Michel: St. Bern. FD Serv. (20 Yrs.) - Congrats.,  

Mr. Gordon Wilson ............................................................................................1917 

Res. 575, Belliveau, Russell: St. Bern. FD Serv. - Congrats.,  

Mr. Gordon Wilson ............................................................................................1917 
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Res. 579, MacDonald, Abigail - Dr. J.H. Gillis Reg. HS: NSSAF  

Cross-country Banner - Congrats., Hon. R. Delorey .........................................1919 
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Res. 580, MacDonald, Aidan - Dr. J.H. Gillis Reg. HS: NSSAF  

Cross-country Banner - Congrats., Hon. R. Delorey .........................................1920 

Res. 581, Gilfoy, Allison - St. Andrew JHS: NSSAF  

Cross-country Banner - Congrats., Hon. R. Delorey .........................................1920 

Res. 582, Robinson, Anna - St. Andrew JHS: NSSAF  

Cross-country Banner - Congrats., Hon. R. Delorey .........................................1920 
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Cross-country Banner - Congrats., Hon. R. Delorey .........................................1921 

Res. 584, Cunningham, Elin - St. Andrew JHS: NSSAF  

Cross-country Banner - Congrats., Hon. R. Delorey .........................................1921 

Res. 585, Walker, Emily - St. Andrew JHS: NSSAF  

Cross-country Banner - Congrats., Hon. R. Delorey .........................................1922 

Res. 586, Cameron, Emma - St. Andrew JHS: NSSAF  

Cross-country Banner - Congrats., Hon. R. Delorey .........................................1922 

Res. 587, Austen, Hannah - St. Andrew JHS: NSSAF  

Cross-country Banner - Congrats., Hon. R. Delorey .........................................1923 

Res. 588, Bance, Hannah - St. Andrew JHS: NSSAF  

Cross-country Banner - Congrats., Hon. R. Delorey .........................................1923 

Res. 589, Rovers, Jaelyn - St. Andrew JHS: NSSAF  

Cross-country Banner - Congrats., Hon. R. Delorey .........................................1924 

Res. 590, Weaver, Jessie - Dr. J.H. Gillis Reg. HS: NSSAF  

Cross-country Banner - Congrats., Hon. R. Delorey .........................................1924 

Res. 591, Lowther, Lauren - Dr. J.H. Gillis Reg. HS: NSSAF  
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Cross-country Banner - Congrats., Hon. R. Delorey .........................................1926 

Res. 595, Artibello, Malia - Dr. J.H. Gillis Reg. HS: NSSAF  

Cross-country Banner - Congrats., Hon. R. Delorey .........................................1926 

Res. 596, Flynn, Maura - Dr. J.H. Gillis Reg. HS: NSSAF  

Cross-country Banner - Congrats., Hon. R. Delorey .........................................1927 

Res. 597, Smith, Megan - St. Andrew JHS: NSSAF  

Cross-country Banner - Congrats., Hon. R. Delorey .........................................1927 

Res. 598, Artibello, Mya - St. Andrew JHS: NSSAF  

Cross-country Banner - Congrats., Hon. R. Delorey .........................................1928 

Res. 599, Vandewiel, Rebecca - Dr. J.H. Gillis Reg. HS: NSSAF  

Cross-country Banner - Congrats., Hon. R. Delorey .........................................1928 

Res. 600, Bay Refugee Prog.: Success - Congrats., 

Mr. H. MacKay ..................................................................................................1928 

Res. 601, Dione, Hillary - Big Tancook Isl.: Com. Spirit Awd.  

- Congrats., Mr. H. MacKay ..............................................................................1929 
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Res. 602, MS Soc./Dal. Univ.: MS Research - Congrats., 

Mr. H. MacKay ..................................................................................................1930 

Res. 603, St. Margaret’s Bay Sail. Club: Youth Sailors 

- Congrats., Mr. H. MacKay ..............................................................................1930 

Res. 604, Chester Vol. FD: Courage - Thank, 

Mr. H. MacKay ..................................................................................................1931 

Res. 605, St. Margaret’s Bay - Rails to Trails Assoc.: Hard Work 

- Congrats., Mr. H. MacKay ..............................................................................1931 

Res. 606, Bond, Dr. Jason: 2017 Prem. Awd. of Excellence  

- Congrats., Mr. H. MacKay ..............................................................................1932 

Res. 607, John, Ben: Help 2 Overcome - Congrats., 

Mr. H. MacKay ..................................................................................................1932 

Res. 608, Hags on the Hill: Art Contributions - Congrats., 

Mr. H. MacKay ..................................................................................................1933 

Res. 609, Conrod, Suzanne: Hooked Rug Museum - Congrats., 

Mr. H. MacKay ..................................................................................................1933 

Res. 610, Hubbards Sailing Club: Anniv. (50th) - Congrats., 

Mr. H. MacKay ..................................................................................................1934 

Res. 611, Boileau, John: Heritage Contrib. - Congrats., 

Mr. H. MacKay ..................................................................................................1934 

Res. 612, Ruitenberg, Luke: Sailing Achievements - Congrats., 

Mr. H. MacKay ..................................................................................................1935 

Res. 613, Lun. Co. Christmas Tree Prod. Assoc. - Recognize, 

Mr. H. MacKay ..................................................................................................1936 

Res. 614, Fraser, Malcolm: Innovacorp Appt. - Congrats., 

Mr. H. MacKay ..................................................................................................1936 

Res. 615, Peggy’s Cove Area Fest. of the Arts - Congrats., 

Mr. H. MacKay ..................................................................................................1937 

Res. 616, Everett, Quinn: Weightlifting Achievements - Congrats., 

Mr. H. MacKay ..................................................................................................1937 

Res. 617, RCL Br. 79 - New Ross: Gr. Re-opening - Congrats., 

Mr. H. MacKay ..................................................................................................1938 

Res. 618, Rum Runners Trail Comm.: Dedication - Congrats., 

Mr. H. MacKay ..................................................................................................1938 

Res. 619, Soc. Enterprise Network - Congrats., 

Mr. H. MacKay ..................................................................................................1939 

Res. 620, Campbell Fam.: Sou’Wester Rest. (50th Anniv.) 

- Congrats., Mr. H. MacKay ..............................................................................1939 

Res. 621, Hubbards & Area Bus. Assoc./Hubbards Cove Waterfront 

Dev.: Contrib. - Congrats., Mr. H. MacKay ......................................................1940 

Res. 622, Paul, Rose: Cando Ec. Dev. Off. of the Yr. - Congrats., 

Hon. R. Delorey .................................................................................................1940 

Res. 623, Yazbeck, Sylvia: Pharmacist - Thank, 

Hon. L. Diab ......................................................................................................1941 
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Res. 624, Gossen, Richard Salem/Pittman, Nicole: Birth of Child 

Hon. L. Diab ......................................................................................................1941 

Res. 625, Lumpkin, Dr. Ramona: Dedicated Serv. - Congrats., 

Hon. L. Diab ......................................................................................................1942 

Res. 626, Chain of Lakes Trail Assoc.: Dedication - Congrats., 

Hon. L. Diab ......................................................................................................1942 

Res. 627, Crosby, Troy/Trina: Community Contributions - Thank, 

The Speaker .......................................................................................................1943 

Res. 628, Carter, Lyle: Sports/Journalism Career - Congrats., 

The Speaker .......................................................................................................1943 

Res. 629, Preist, Joshua/Bethaney: Birth of Child - Congrats., 

Mr. B. Johns .......................................................................................................1944 

Res. 630, Johns, James/Marjorie: Anniv. (50th) - Congrats., 

Mr. B. Johns .......................................................................................................1944 

Res. 631, Fultz House Restoration Soc.: Anniv. (35th) - Congrats., 

Mr. B. Johns .......................................................................................................1945 

Res. 632, Firth, Ethan: Nat. Lacrosse Finals - Congrats., 

The Speaker .......................................................................................................1945 

Res. 633, Latta, Ryan: Nat. Lacross Finals - Congrats., 

The Speaker .......................................................................................................1946 

Res. 634, Cooper, Joe/Carolyn: Mar. Jr. Limousin Show - Thank, 

Hon. K. Casey ....................................................................................................1946 

Res. 635, Baillie, James: Robertson Assoc. Awd. - Congrats., 

Hon. K. Casey ....................................................................................................1947 

Res. 636, Budgey, Mari: Dance Dedication - Best Wishes, 

Hon. K. Casey ....................................................................................................1947 

Res. 637, Millen, Curtis/Anne: Local Food Prom. - Thank, 

Hon. K. Casey ....................................................................................................1948 

Res. 638, Forsyth-Fleming, Josie: Chemo. Treatments 

- Best Wishes, Hon. L. Glavine .........................................................................1948 

Res. 639, Shreve, Jonni: Nat. Bodybuilding Title - Congrats., 

Hon. L. Glavine..................................................................................................1949 

Res. 640, Puddicombe, Lindsay: Angad Hundal Awd. 

- Congrats., Hon. K. Regan ................................................................................1949 

Res. 641, Bedford Lions/Lionesses: Community Contrib.  

- Congrats., Hon. K. Regan ................................................................................1950 

Res. 642, Schmeisser, Kyle - Bedford Youth: Devotion 

- Congrats., Hon. K. Regan ................................................................................1950 

Res. 643, Dawson, Renée: Girl Guides Silver Unit Awd. 

- Congrats., Hon. K. Regan ................................................................................1951 

Res. 644, Wentzell, Beverley: Vol. Work - Congrats., 

Hon. K. Regan....................................................................................................1951 

Res. 645, Matthews, Barry: Contributions - Congrats., 

Hon. K. Regan....................................................................................................1952 
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Res. 646, Hfx. Armdale: 2017 Campaign Team - Thank, 

Hon. L. Diab ......................................................................................................1952 

Res. 647, Noseworthy DiCostanzo Diab Law Firm: Success 

- Congrats., Hon. L. Diab ...................................................................................1953 

Res. 648, McCluskey, Gloria - Dart. Sr. Serv. Ctr.: 

Contributions - Thank, Ms. C. Chender .............................................................1954 

Res. 649, Latter, Ellen: Commun. Contributions - Congrats., 

Ms. C. Chender ..................................................................................................1954 

Res. 650, Cooper, Terry: DSSC Contrib. - Congrats., 

Ms. C. Chender ..................................................................................................1955 

Res. 651, Chapman, Harry: Serv. to Dart. - Congrats., 

Ms. C. Chender ..................................................................................................1955 

Res. 652, Keating, Marilyn: DSSC - Vol. - Congrats., 

Ms. C. Chender ..................................................................................................1956 

Res. 653, Wildsmith, Bruce: Barristers’ Soc. Dist. Serv. Awd. 

- Congrats., Hon. L. Diab ...................................................................................1956 

Res. 654, Shakespeare by the Sea - Congrats., 

Hon. L. Kousoulis ..............................................................................................1957 

Res. 655, Mountain Equip. Co-op - Congrats., 

Hon. L. Kousoulis ..............................................................................................1957 

Res. 656, Prismatic Arts Fest. - Congrats., 

Hon. L. Kousoulis ..............................................................................................1957 

Res. 657, Hfx. Waterfront Dancers - Congrats., 

Hon. L. Kousoulis ..............................................................................................1958 

Res. 658, Walden Vol. Fire Dept.: Firefighters - Congrats., 

Ms. S. Lohnes-Croft ...........................................................................................1958 

Res. 659, Lun. Co.: Can. Games Athletes - Congrats., 

Ms. S. Lohnes-Croft ...........................................................................................1959 

Res. 660, Rhodenizer, Dwight: Commun. Contributions  

- Congrats., Ms. S. Lohnes-Croft .......................................................................1959 

Res. 661, Lun. Co. Christmas Tree Prod. Assoc.: Anniv. (50th) 

- Congrats., Ms. S. Lohnes-Croft .......................................................................1960 

Res. 662, Nauss, Lee - Mun. of Dist. of Lun.: 50 Yrs. Serv. 

- Congrats., Ms. S. Lohnes-Croft .......................................................................1960 

Res. 663, Livewires 4-H Club - Parkdale-Maplewood:  

Anniv. (50th) - Congrats., Ms. S. Lohnes-Croft .................................................1961 

Res. 664, Yar. C of C - The Co-operators Ins.: Com. Impact 

Awd. - Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill..................................................................1961 

Res. 665, Yar. C of C - 100 Guys/100 Women Who Share: Com. 

Impact Awd. Nom. - Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill ...........................................1962 

Res. 666, Yar. C of C - Gator Byte Comp. & Entertainment: Com. 

Impact Awd. Nom. - Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill ...........................................1962 

Res. 667, Yar. C of C - Jake’s Fam. Rest.: Com. 

Impact Awd. Nom. - Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill ...........................................1963 
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Res. 668, Yar. C of C - Maltais, Mathieu: Com. 

Impact Awd. Nom. - Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill ...........................................1963 

Res. 669, Yar. C of C - Mile East Prod.: Com. Impact Awd. 

Nom. - Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill .................................................................1964 

Res. 670, Yar. C of C - RBC: Com. Impact Awd. Nom.  

- Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill ...........................................................................1964 

Res. 671, Yar. C of C - Saunders Wealth Adv. Gr.: Com. 

Impact Awd. Nom. - Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill ...........................................1965 

Res. 672, Yar. C of C - Scotiabank: Com. Impact Awd. Nom. 

- Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill ...........................................................................1965 

Res. 673, Yar. C of C - The Shanty Café: Com. Impact Awd. 

Nom. - Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill .................................................................1966 

Res. 674, Yar. C of C - Tri-County Women’s Ctr.: Com. 

Impact Awd. Nom. - Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill ...........................................1966 

Res. 675, Yar. C of C - Toulon Dev.-Yar. Mall: Com. Impact 

Awd. Nom. - Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill........................................................1967 

Res. 676, Yar. C of C - Tri-County VON: Com. Impact Awd. 

Nom. - Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill .................................................................1967 

Res. 677, Yar. C of C - Pederson, Annie/MacKinnon Cann Inn:  

Employee of the Yr. Awd. Nom. - Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill ......................1968 

Res. 678, Yar. C of C - Speakeasy Supper Club: Bus. of the Yr. 

Awd. Nom. - Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill........................................................1968 

Res. 679, Yar. C of C - Textur Salon: Bus. of the Yr. Awd. Nom. 

- Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill ...........................................................................1969 

Res. 680, Yar. C of C - KD Wash & Dry Laundry: Bus. of the Yr. 

Awd. Nom. - Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill........................................................1969 

Res. 681, Yar. C of C - Yar. Auto Supplies: Bus. of the Yr. 

Awd. Nom. - Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill........................................................1970 

Res. 682, Yar. C of C - N. Hurlburt Excavating: Bus. of the Yr. 

Awd. Nom. - Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill........................................................1970 

Res. 683, Yar. C of C - Ascension Pets & Needs: Bus. of the Yr. 

Awd. Nom. - Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill........................................................1971 

Res. 684, Yar. C of C - Acad. Plumbing, Heating & Elect.:  

Bus. of the Yr. Awd. Nom. - Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill ...............................1971 

Res. 685, Yar. C of C - Murray Manor Bistro & Creperie:  

Bus. of the Yr. Awd. Nom. - Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill ...............................1972 

Res. 686, Yar. C of C - The Red Shed: Bus. of the Yr. Awd. Nom. 

- Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill ...........................................................................1972 

Res. 687, Yar. C of C - E&J Millworks: Bus. of the Yr. 

Awd. Nom. - Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill........................................................1973 

Res. 688, Yar. C of C - Honey Bee Ice Cream Parlour:  

Bus. of the Yr. Awd. Nom. - Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill ...............................1973 

Res. 689, Yar. C of C - Axworthy Saulnier & Assoc.:  

Bus. of the Yr. Awd. Nom. - Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill ...............................1974 
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Res. 690, Yar. C of C - Rhyno-Jacquard, Alisa (Parkview Styles):  

Employee of the Yr. Nom. - Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill ................................1974 

Res. 691, Yar. C of C - Ellis, Gary (G.M.): Employee of the Yr. Nom. 

- Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill ...........................................................................1975 

Res. 692, Yar. C of C - Maxwell, Jason (East Coast Scaffolding):  

Employee of the Yr. Nom. - Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill ................................1975 

Res. 693, Yar. C of C - Rogers, Mark (Yar. Nissan):  

Employee of the Yr. Nom. - Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill ................................1976 

Res. 694, Yar. C of C - Fuller, Rob (White Perkins Assoc.):  

Employee of the Yr. Nom. - Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill ................................1976 

Res. 695, Yar. C of C - Comeau, Samantha (Yar. Cleaning Ladies):  

Employee of the Yr. Nom. - Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill ................................1977 

Res. 696, Yar. C of C - Fevens, Sandy (‘YARC Playhouse):  

Employee of the Yr. Nom. - Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill ................................1977 

Res. 697, Yar. C of C - Rodney, Shelley (Coastal Fin. CU):  

Employee of the Yr. Nom. - Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill ................................1978 

Res. 698, Yar. C of C - Muise, Tish (Coastal Fin. CU):  

Employee of the Yr. Nom. - Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill ................................1978 

Res. 699, Yar. C of C - Meuse, Wendy (Murray Manor Bistro):  

Employee of the Yr. Nom. - Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill ................................1979 

Res. 700, Yar. C of C - Muise, Mathieu (Yar. Physiotherapy):  

Employee of the Yr. Nom. - Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill ................................1979 

Res. 701, Yar. C of C - Alison, Denise (Stratigro): Young  

Ent. of the Yr. Nom. - Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill .........................................1980 

Res. 702, Yar. C of C - Allwright, Rick (Mile East Prod.):  

Young Ent. of the Yr. Nom. - Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill .............................1980 

Res. 703, Yar. C of C - Pearce, Dean (East Coast Scaffolding):  

Young Ent. of the Yr. Nom. - Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill .............................1981 

Res. 704, Yar. C of C - Deveau, Michaela (Flocial):  Young 

Ent. of the Yr. Nom. - Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill .........................................1981 

Res. 705, Yar. C of C - Waite, Robert (Rodd Grand): Boss of the 

Yr. Nom. - Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill ...........................................................1982 

Res. 706, Yar. C of C - Miller, Paul (RBC): Boss of the Yr. Nom.  

- Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill ...........................................................................1982 

Res. 707, Yar. C of C - White, Jennifer (White Perkins Assoc.):  

Boss of the Yr. Nom. - Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill ........................................1983 

Res. 708, Yar. C of C - Saeme, Vera (Murray Manor Bistro):  

Boss of the Yr. Nom. - Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill ........................................1983 

Res. 709, Yar. C of C - Jeffrey, Jana (Yar. Cleaning Ladies):  

Boss of the Yr. Nom. - Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill ........................................1984 

Res. 710, Yar. C of C - Muise, Amanda Evelyn (Manda Evelyn):  

Boss of the Yr. Nom. - Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill ........................................1984 

Res. 711, Yar. C of C - Leblanc, Jessica (Perky Owl): Boss of the  

Yr. Nom. - Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill ...........................................................1985 
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Res. 712, Yar. C of C - Randall, Adam (Eastcoast Roofing): Rising 

Star Bus. of the Yr. Nom. - Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill .................................1985 

Res. 713, Yar. C of C - Alison, Denise (Stratigro): Rising Star  

Bus. Nom. - Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill .........................................................1986 

Res. 714, Yar. C of C - Sigfridson, Clark (Café Clark): Rising Star  

Bus. Nom. - Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill .........................................................1986 

Res. 715, Yar. C of C - Salt Wreck Inc.: Rising Star Bus. Nom. 

- Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill ...........................................................................1987 

Res. 716, Yar. C of C - Coast to Coast Décor: Rising Star  

Bus. Nom. - Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill .........................................................1987 

Res. 717, Yar. C of C - It’s A Ruff Life: Rising Star Bus. Nom. 

- Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill ...........................................................................1988 

Res. 718, Yar. C of C - Nissan: Rising Star Bus. Nom. 

- Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill ...........................................................................1988 

Res. 719, Yar. C of C - Langthorne, Amanda (Parkview Styles) Rising  

Star Bus. Nom. - Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill ..................................................1989 

Res. 720, Yar. C of C - Buff Zone Cleaning Serv.: Rising Star  

Bus. Nom. - Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill .........................................................1989 

Res. 721, Yar. C of C - Bailey’s Bakery: Bus. of the Yr. Nom.  

- Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill ...........................................................................1990 

Res. 722, Yar. C of C - Yar. South Red & White: Bus. of the Yr. Nom.  

- Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill ...........................................................................1990 

Res. 723, Yar. C of C - Innovative Fish. Prod.: Bus. of the Yr. Nom.  

- Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill ...........................................................................1991 

Res. 724, Yar. C of C - Canadian Tire: Bus. of the Yr. Nom.  

- Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill ...........................................................................1991 

Res. 725, Yar. C of C - Tri-Star Ind.: Bus. of the Yr. Nom.  

- Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill ...........................................................................1992 

Res. 726, Yar. C of C - McDonalds: Bus. of the Yr. Nom. - Congrats., 

Hon. Z. Churchill ...............................................................................................1992 

Res. 727, Yar. C of C - Dayton Red & White: Bus. of the Yr. Nom.  

- Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill ...........................................................................1993 

Res. 728, Yar. C of C - Web.com: Bus. of the Yr. Nom. - Congrats., 

Hon. Z. Churchill ...............................................................................................1993 

Res. 729, Yar. C of C - Ocean Pride Fish.: Exp. Achievement Nom.  

- Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill ...........................................................................1994 

Res. 730, Yar. C of C - Wedgeport Boats Ltd.: Exp. Achievement  

Nom. - Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill .................................................................1994 

Res. 731, Yar. C of C - Chebogue Fish.: Exp. Achievement  

Nom. - Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill .................................................................1995 

Res. 732, Yar. C of C - Bryan Hipson Translations: Exp.  

Achievement Nom. - Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill ...........................................1995 

Res. 733, Yar. C of C - Captain’s Choice Lobster: Exp. Achievement  

Nom. - Congrats., Hon. Z. Churchill .................................................................1996 
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Res. 734, Eid, Father Nehme: Our Lady of Lebanon Parish - Thank, 

Hon. L. Diab ......................................................................................................1996 

Res. 735, Merritt, Amanda/Landry, Stacy: Adorn Salon & Spa 

- Congrats., Hon. I. Rankin ................................................................................1997 

Res. 736, Boutilier, Jocelyne: Literacy Awd. - Congrats., 

Hon. M. Furey ....................................................................................................1997 

Res. 737, Rhodenizer, Ashton et al: After Glow Art Fest. 

- Congrats., Hon. M. Furey ................................................................................1998 

Res. 738, Russell, Paul: Vol. Work - Congrats., 

Hon. David Wilson ............................................................................................1998 

Res. 739, Bridgewater Barracuda Swim Team: Success - Congrats., 

Hon. M. Furey ....................................................................................................1999 

Res. 740, Mar. Motorcycle Touring Assoc.: Toy Drive - Congrats., 

Hon. M. Furey ....................................................................................................1999 

Res. 741, Greeks & Hellenism: Resolve - Celebrate, 

Hon. L. Kousoulis ..............................................................................................2000 
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HALIFAX, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2017 

 

Sixty-third General Assembly 

 

First Session 

 

1:00 P.M. 

 

SPEAKER 

Hon. Kevin Murphy 

 

DEPUTY SPEAKERS 

Mr. Chuck Porter, Ms. Suzanne Lohnes-Croft 

 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. We’ll begin the daily routine. 

 

 PRESENTING AND READING PETITIONS 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Argyle-Barrington. 

 

 HON. CHRISTOPHER D’ENTREMONT: Mr. Speaker, I beg leave to table a 

petition: 

 

Whereas, cellphone usage is necessary to the success of many businesses; 

 

Whereas, the community of Wood’s Harbour, Shelburne County, continues 

to be underserved by all mobile networks, including Bell, Rogers and 

Eastlink . . . 

 

Therefore we, the undersigned, call on the Government of Nova Scotia to 

work with these cellular companies to ensure proper coverage for business 

and personal usage. 
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 Mr. Speaker, there are 375 signatures and I have affixed mine, as per the rules. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The petition is tabled. 

 

 The honourable member for Hants West. 

 

 MR. CHUCK PORTER: Mr. Speaker, I beg leave to table a petition, the operative 

clause reading: 

 

We the undersigned are calling upon the House of Assembly to take action 

by recognizing that Multiple Chemical Sensitivity is both a disability and a 

real illness. 

 

 Mr. Speaker, I have affixed my signature as well. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The petition is tabled. 

 

 PRESENTING REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Atlantic. 

 

 MR. BRENDAN MAGUIRE: Mr. Speaker, as the Chairman of the Committee on 

Private and Local Bills, I am directed to report that the committee has met and considered 

the following bill: 

 

 Bill No. 13 - An Act to Incorporate Harmony Cemetery Company, in the 

County of Colchester. 

 

and the committee recommends this bill to the favourable consideration of the House, 

without amendments. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: Ordered that this bill be referred to the Committee of the Whole 

House on Bills. 

 

 TABLING REPORTS, REGULATIONS AND OTHER PAPERS 

 

 STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS 

 

 GOVERNMENT NOTICES OF MOTION 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Communities, Culture and Heritage. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 491 

 

 HON. LEO GLAVINE: Mr. Speaker, I hereby give notice that on a future day I 

shall move the adoption of the following resolution: 

 

 Whereas Ursula Johnson, a multidisciplinary artist of Mi’kmaq ancestry, produces 

powerful works highlighting the relationships among people, nature, and colonialism; and 

 

 Whereas on October 25th Mi’kmaq artist Ursula Johnson won the prestigious 2017 

Sobey Art Award in Toronto, a tremendous achievement which highlights the continued 

tradition of excellence in the Mi’kmaq artistic community; and 

 

 Whereas by winning the Sobey Art Award, Canada’s most prestigious honour for 

young contemporary artists, Ursula Johnson has brought great credit to the Province of 

Nova Scotia, our cultural communities, and indigenous artists across the country; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of the House of Assembly proudly 

recognize Ursula Johnson on winning the 2017 Sobey Art Award, and wish her all the best 

for continued success in her artistic endeavours. 

 

 Mr. Speaker, I request waiver of notice and passage without debate. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver. 

 

 Is it agreed? 

 

 It is agreed. 

 

 Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay. 

 

 The motion is carried. 

 

 INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 

 

NOTICES OF MOTION 

 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Government House Leader. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 492 

 

HON. GEOFF MACLELLAN: Mr. Speaker, I hereby request that the following 

motion be adopted without notice pursuant to Rule 32(5) of the House of Assembly Rules 

and Forms of Procedure. 
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Be it resolved that all the congratulatory motions deposited with the Clerk pursuant 

to Rule 32(3) of the Rules and Forms of Procedure of the House of Assembly from 

September 21, 2017, to the end of business today that have not otherwise been considered 

by the House of Assembly be approved. 

 

MR. SPEAKER: Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary 

minded, Nay. 

 

The motion is carried. 

 

STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS 

 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cole Harbour-Eastern Passage. 

 

DURNFORD, KEEGAN: CLAN SUTHERLAND AWD. - CONGRATS. 

 

MS. BARBARA ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, today I rise on this last day of the 

Legislature to pay tribute to three generations of Sullivans from the Eastern Passage-Cow 

Bay area. George and Helena Sullivan were instrumental in the building and success of our 

extremely popular Cow Bay Buffalo Club. Their daughter, Kelley, and her husband, Scott 

Durnford, have continued this tradition of volunteering in our community, but today I want 

to pay a special tribute to an extraordinary young man from Cow Bay, Keegan Durnford. 

 

Keegan is a 20-year-old student at the Nova Scotia Community College taking 

graphic design. He is also an amazing bagpiper with the Dartmouth & District Pipe Band. 

Keegan has performed as far away as Scotland at the World Pipe Bands Championship in 

2015 where our band came in fourth. They are going back in 2018 to hopefully come home 

with the gold medal. 

 

Last night, Keegan was awarded the Atlantic Association of Clan Sutherland 

Leadership Award recognizing achievement and success during the summertime 

competition and, in particular, for his extraordinary efforts to help young members just 

starting out. 

 

I ask the members of this Legislature to join me in recognizing the gifts and 

achievements of such an extraordinary young man as well as his parents and grandparents. 

 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Needham. 

 

PTSD: WOMENS’ RIGHTS - JUSTICE 

 

MS. LISA ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, I’m rising to speak to my fellow members who 

I think on all sides of the House have shown a remarkable level of awareness, sensitivity, 

and just knowledge about PTSD during this session. 
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As I was listening to the debate yesterday, what kept coming to mind was something 

that I learned that surprised me about PTSD by hearing an interview with David Morris 

who wrote a brief history of PTSD and is himself someone who suffers from it. One fact 

that he shared is that while 15 to 20 per cent of American veterans who have been in combat 

zones will develop PTSD, about 49 per cent of female rape survivors will develop PTSD. 

He described rape as being more psychologically toxic than war and reframes PTSD as a 

women’s rights issue. 

 

I think given the amount of awareness and concern about PTSD in this House, we 

might want to hold that awareness as we look at justice and other issues where we know 

that the overwhelming number of women in our prisons are, in fact, trauma survivors. 

 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings West. 

 

CMWC (GREENWOOD): INVICTUS GAMES PERFORMANCE - RECOGNIZE 

 

HON. LEO GLAVINE: Mr. Speaker, I proudly rise here today to recognize the 

Greenwood branch of the Canadian Military Wives Choir and congratulate the group on 

their performance at the Invictus Games in Toronto this Fall. 

 

The choir, composed exclusively of partners of active military personnel, was 

formally established in 2015 and has quickly developed a strong membership. As members 

of the community, military spouses share unique and sometimes difficult experiences as 

their loved ones go through extended periods away from home. 

 

On behalf of the Province of Nova Scotia, I would like to thank the members of the 

Greenwood chapter of the Canadian Military Wives Choir for supporting each other, offer 

my congratulations on performing at the Invictus Games, and wish them all the best in the 

future. 

 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sydney River-Mira-Louisbourg. 

 

PRICE, MARY: LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWD. - CONGRATS. 

 

HON. ALFIE MACLEOD: Mr. Speaker, I rise today to congratulate Mrs. Mary 

Price of Little Lorraine who was recently presented with the lifetime achievement award 

from the Main-à-Dieu Community Development Association. Mary is a lifelong volunteer 

and a resident of Little Lorraine and it is very fitting that she be recognized for her many 

years of volunteer service she has provided to communities in the area. 

 

I know Mary personally and she has spent her whole life helping every person and 

organization in the surrounding area. It is a pleasure to thank Mary Price for being such an 

amazing and caring woman. 
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[1:15 p.m.] 

 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth North. 

 

JOHNSON, URSULA: 2017 SOBEY ART AWARD - CONGRATS. 

 

 MS. SUSAN LEBLANC: I am so happy to rise today to add my congratulations to 

Ursula Johnson, who last night was awarded the 2017 Sobey Art Award for her work 

“Moose Fence”. Ursula is a Mi’kmaw artist from the land of the fog, Unama’ki, born and 

raised in Eskasoni. Now living in Dartmouth North, she is the first person from the Atlantic 

Region to ever win the prize, which is valued at $50,000. 

 

 “Moose Fence” is an installation piece which reimagines a highway moose fence 

into a cage. There are programmed lights which shift the atmosphere from dawn to dusk 

within minutes. It’s currently installed at the University of Toronto, but I hope it makes its 

way to a space here so we can get a chance to experience it. 

 

 To date, Ursula’s work, which combines performance with installation, examines 

the collision of traditional indigenous culture and colonial oppression and does so at the 

highest level of craft, detail, and humour. She has been nominated for and won several 

accolades for her work, most recently, aside from the Sobey Art Award, the International 

Council of Fine Arts Deans award for achievement and excellence. 

 

 I ask the House to join me in thanking Ursula for her excellent and important 

contribution to modern and contemporary art in Nova Scotia and all through Turtle Island 

and to congratulate her for this prestigious award. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Preston-Dartmouth. 

 

PROVO, IVY: COMMUNITY CONTRIBUTIONS - THANK 

 

 HON. KEITH COLWELL: I would like to recognize an unsung she-ro who hails 

from the community of North Preston. 

 

 Ivy Provo, 73 years old, has been volunteering and giving back to her community 

for most of her life through various organizations such as a seniors’ group, her church, St. 

Thomas Baptist Church, the Annie V. Johnson IODE, the Cancer Society, the Black 

Cultural Society, Girl Guides, and the IWK, just to name a few. She has donated quilts and 

knitwear to daycare centres, infants at the IWK, and orphaned children in Africa. 

 

 Mr. Speaker, I would ask that you and members of this House of Assembly thank 

Mrs. Provo for her generosity and willingness to give back to her province. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Queens-Shelburne. 
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UKULELE CEILIDH (7th INTL.):  

ORGANIZERS/PERFORMERS - CONGRATS. 

 

 MS. KIM MASLAND: The 7th International Ukulele Ceilidh kicked off October 

13th in Liverpool. 

 

 Every second year since 2007, organizers of this popular event bring together some 

of the best musicians strumming the wee but mighty ukulele. This unique festival offers 

workshops, open microphone sessions, and jam sessions. This year’s ceilidh wrapped up 

with a final concert at the Astor Theatre on the 14th. 

 

 I ask all members of the House to join me in congratulating the organizing 

committee, instructors, entertainers, and performers of the 7th International Ukulele 

Ceilidh. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cape Breton Centre. 

 

CUPE LOCAL 1867: PATIENCE & FORTITUDE - COMMEND 

 

 MS. TAMMY MARTIN: I rise today to recognize the highway workers of CUPE 

Local 1867. Yesterday, talks broke off between the local and the Department of 

Transportation and Infrastructure Renewal, and a conciliator was appointed who declared 

an impasse between the two parties.  

 

 The impasse was due in no small part to the black cloud of Bill No. 148 hanging 

over the negotiations. The local has been without a contract since November, 2014, and 

now faces arbitration under the standards established by the government’s anti-work 

legislation. Indeed, CUPE has announced that Local 1867 and the 1,400 men and women 

they represent will now be exploring their right to a Charter challenge of Bill No. 148. 

 

 Mr. Speaker, let the record show that I stand in solidarity with these workers and 

commend them for their patience and fortitude throughout this process. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sydney-Whitney Pier. 

 

C.B. CTR. FOR CRAFT & DESIGN: ANNIV. (10th) - CONGRATS. 

 

 HON. DEREK MOMBOURQUETTE: I’m honoured to rise to talk about the Cape 

Breton Centre for Craft and Design. 

 

 The Cape Breton Centre for Craft and Design is a charitable organization that 

supports over 250 members and organizations across Cape Breton. Their mandate is the 

promotion, the education, and the economic development of the craft sector in Cape 

Breton. This year marks their 10th Anniversary in their state-of-the-art facility in downtown 
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Sydney, which has supported artists from across the Island and has also welcomed 

thousands of visitors from all over the world. 

 

 I’m honoured to rise in my place today to congratulate Lori Burke and her staff and 

the board of the Cape Breton Centre for Craft and Design on their 10th anniversary in their 

facility and thank them for their promotion and protection of the arts sector and all the 

artists in Cape Breton. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth East. 

 

DART. EAST - 2017 CANADA GAMES: ATHLETES - CONGRATS. 

 

 MR. TIM HALMAN: I rise today to congratulate the Dartmouth East athletes who 

competed at the 2017 Canada Games in Winnipeg. 

 

 Dartmouth East had eight talented young people participate in a variety of sports 

this summer, winning nine medals, including four gold. Dartmouth East cannot be more 

proud of our athletes. Of course, the majority of our medals were won in sprint canoe 

kayak, but that is to be expected of athletes coming from the City of Lakes. 

 

 I wish to congratulate Andrew Arseneault, Joey Hagen, Mike Naugle, Grace 

Webby, Olivia Denman, Robert Laureijs, Alyssa Hartlen, and Luke Gallant on their 

fantastic performances and achievements this summer. Next stop, the Olympics! 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Fairview-Clayton Park. 

 

N.S. SPCA: HARD WORK AND DEDICATION - COMMEND 

 

 HON. PATRICIA ARAB: I rise today to recognize the Nova Scotia SPCA who 

received nearly 40,000 pounds of pet food to help feed pets in need across the province.  

 

 Through PetSmart’s Buy a Bag, Give a Meal Program, the Nova Scotia SPCA 

collected what is the equivalent of 335,000 meals of donated pet food. This marks the single 

largest donation the organization has ever received.  

 

 This food will help many animals across the province and will be distributed 

amongst their various locations throughout Nova Scotia, as well as to those who have 

helped by taking in numerous stray cats. This food will of course be free of charge and will 

help numerous people across the province provide for their recently adopted pets.  

 

 Mr. Speaker, I ask that the members of this House of Assembly to recognize the 

hard work and dedication of the Nova Scotia SPCA and commend them for their efforts 

throughout the province.  
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 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou Centre. 

 

ARSENAULT, DANIEL - NORTH NOVA EDUC. CTR.:  

GRADE 12 - BEST WISHES 

 

 HON. PAT DUNN: Mr. Speaker, Daniel Arsenault from Trenton suffers from 

Duchenne muscular dystrophy, a progressive muscle disorder. 

 

 His parents, Kenny and Lynn, are to be commended for being great role models for 

all their children, in particular, Daniel who continues to display an amazingly beautiful 

smile while overcoming obstacles.  

 

 Their kindness, compassion and honesty has instilled in Daniel the motivation to 

achieve. 

 

 The Grade 12 North Nova Education Centre student is an avid hockey fan. He is 

often seen cheering on the Pictou County Jr. A Crushers at the Wellness Centre. 

 

 His bedroom is a shrine devoted to this favourite team, the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

 

 The parents’ love for Daniel is a reflection of a deep sense of gratitude and respect 

that he feels towards them.  

 

 I would like to wish Daniel great success throughout his Grade 12 school year. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth South 

 

 MS. CLAUDIA CHENDER: Mr. Speaker, may I make an introduction? 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: Permission granted. 

 

 MS. CHENDER: Mr. Speaker, I would like to introduce my nephew Hugh Garber 

and his mom Allison Garber, who are sitting up there in the front. My nephew Hugh loves 

mac and cheese, spaghetti and superheroes. He lives with autism and he raised over $2,000 

for Autism Nova Scotia. (Applause) 

 

 I am sure he appreciates it, but he does not love loud noises. Hugh also helps 

educate his class with the help of his mom about autism and living with autism. My sister-

in-law and friend Allison Garber, who may be known to some members of this House, is a 

member of the Board of Autism Nova Scotia, a professional public relations woman and a 

tireless advocate for her son.  

 

 Please join me in welcoming Allison and Hugh. (Standing Ovation) 
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 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Waverley-Fall River-Beaver Bank. 

 

CHOUINARD, HILLARY/KEATING, NANCY/SIMM, AL:  

CANADA GATE - THANK 

 

 MR. BILL HORNE: A chance conversation between two friends led Waverley’s 

Hillary Chouinard and Nancy Keating to support the transportation of The Canada Gate 

Project to Europe. With no information on the Canada Gate, a one-ton gate made of steel, 

Hillary suggested that she could put it into a container with a few vehicles, no problem. 

 

 Hillary and her company VSI Worldwide took on the project and donated all the 

costs involved for logistics and transportation from Halifax to Europe.   

 

 The dedication ceremony of the Canada Gate will take place next month in Belgium 

where it will pay tribute to Canadian soldiers who fought in the Battle of Passchendaele a 

century ago. 

 

 Nancy Keating designed the Canada Gate, which was constructed by Al Simm of 

Avon Valley Metalworks. She also created, “The Last Steps” on the Halifax Waterfront.  

 

 Thank you to Hillary, Nancy and Al for ensuring our soldiers’ sacrifices will not be 

forgotten.  

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Inverness.  

 

 MR. ALLAN MACMASTER: Mr. Speaker, I beg leave to make an introduction. I 

would like to draw the members’ attention to the west gallery. I would like Paul D’Eon, 

Director of the Nova Scotia Lifeguard Service, and Ms. Rowan Hart, a lifeguard who 

served at the Port Hood beach this summer to rise, and I would like members to extend a 

welcome to them. (Applause)  

 

 Mr. Speaker, after I read this statement, I’m sure members will want to extend 

another hand of applause for Ms. Hart.  

 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Inverness. 

 

N.S. LIFEGUARD SERV.: LIVES SAVED - THANK 

 

MR. ALLAN MACMASTER: Each summer, the sandy beaches of Inverness 

County fill with the excitement of people enjoying the warmest waters north of the 

Carolinas.  

 

 The dangers of the ocean may be far from their minds, but we know things can 

happen without warning. Saturday, July 22nd was one of those days. Let us recognize the 
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bravery and compassion of Rowan Hart and Grace O’Donnell at Port Hood Beach, and 

Samantha MacEachern and Ava Hart at Inverness Beach, who selflessly answered the call 

of duty. Their training and determined spirit took charge to help those in need.  

 

May we in this Legislature thank Rowan, Grace, Samantha, Ava, and the Nova 

Scotia Lifeguard Service, for the lives they have saved this past summer, and for the lives 

they’ve tried to save. (Standing Ovation) 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Colchester North on an introduction. 

 

HON. KAREN CASEY: If I could do my introduction and then read a member 

statement, I would appreciate that. 

 

MR. SPEAKER: Permission granted. 

  

MS. CASEY: I would like to draw the members’ attention to the east gallery where 

we have a constituent of mine, Jim Baillie, from the Tatamagouche area. And, you know, 

we talk in the House here about rural and urban, and we’re all one big family here. But I 

can tell you, there’s something that the rural people have that the metro people don’t - and 

that is the ability to determine how long it takes to get from Point A to Point B.  

 

So, Jim was in the city at one o’clock, to be here at one o’clock. He has just arrived. 

That’s metro travel for you, Jim. You go back to Colchester North where we know how 

long it takes to get from A to B. I do want to welcome you here.  

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Colchester North. 

 

BAILLIE, JIM: ROBERTSON ASSOC. AWD. - CONGRATS. 

 

HON. KAREN CASEY: The Canadian Seed Growers’ Association is a non-profit 

organization of 3,500 members that monitors and certifies pedigreed seed for all 

agricultural crops, except potatoes.  

 

The association recently presented Jim Baillie, from Tatamagouche, Colchester 

North, with the Robertson Associate Award, the highest award the association gives its 

members. He was nominated by the local Maritimes branch of the Seed Growers 

Association, and selected by a national board for the award.  

 

Baillie grew up on a dairy farm near Tatamagouche, and graduated from the Nova 

Scotia Agricultural College. He joined a farm wholesale-retail group in Atlantic Canada 

and specialized in the crop input service sector. He then managed a major feed mill and 

farm centre in Charlottetown, and over the next 10 years managed many others throughout 

Atlantic Canada. 

 



1778 ASSEMBLY DEBATES THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 

 

In the mid-1990s, he developed a forestry harvesting and silviculture business in 

partnership with field crop and, later, seed production. With the consolidation of seed, he 

shifted to limited flax and cereal seed, and also the development and management of wild 

blueberries - and he knows how to control wildlife when they’re in his blueberries.  

 

Baillie is an agricultural innovator, and has been very active in the development of 

his sector, serving on many committees and boards. The strong support of his wife, Brenda, 

allows him to be away from his family, away from his home, as he participates in these 

farm organizations. Congratulations, Jim. 

 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou West. 

 

ME TO WE PROG.: FOOD BANK FUNDRAISING - THANK 

 

MS. KARLA MACFARLANE: I wish to update the members on the Pictou West 

Food Bank. I spoke of it the other day, and how much it was in trouble, but I want to thank 

a social program, named ME to WE, which is run through schools in Pictou County. 

 

Students from the community will be going door-to-door on October 31, 2017, to 

collect donations for the food bank. This certainly could not come at a better time, with 

winter just around the corner and the recent announcement that food bank supplies were in 

increased need.  

 

The ME to WE program encourages young people to volunteer their time to help 

others, and become a valuable resource of the community. This Halloween, if you see a 

student wearing a WE Scare Hunger T-shirt, please donate. 

 

[1:30 p.m.] 

 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Needham. 

 

COLE, DESMOND - BLACK/INDIGENOUS JUSTICE: ANALYSIS - THANK 

 

 MS. LISA ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, I want to express my appreciation for 

Desmond Cole, the journalist and activist from Toronto who spoke last night at the 

University of Kings College, and also generously gave some of his time to the NDP caucus 

yesterday to speak about carding and police checks. 

 

 Mr. Cole speaks clearly and convincingly about the psychological impact of being 

stopped by police which, as of 2015, he had been more than 50 times already. The 

collection and sharing of personal data by police agencies also has real impact on 

employment and travel for Black and Indigenous peoples who disproportionately are the 

subject of this practice. In Halifax, we know that African Nova Scotians were stopped three 

times more often than white individuals, based on data between 2005 and 2016.  
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I thank Mr. Cole for his clear analysis of the issue and his generous solidarity with 

racialized people in Nova Scotia.  

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Hammonds Plains-Lucasville. 

 

BARTEAUX, BRUCE - 100KM RUN: FIGHT AGAINST CANCER - THANK 

 

 MR. BEN JESSOME: Mr. Speaker, I’d like to recognize Bruce Barteaux of 

Hammonds Plains-Lucasville for his continued support for the fight against cancer. On 

September 21st Bruce undertook a 100-kilometre run and school tour. An ultra-marathoner 

and dedicated supporter of cancer causes, it was something Bruce was passionate about 

doing. In order to meet his goals, he ran and was joined by his wife, Bonnie, who cycled 

with him, doing the 100 kilometres in one day. 

 

 Terry Fox’s brother, Fred Fox, was in Nova Scotia this week and Bruce was 

meeting with him along his route to go to Madeline Symonds Middle School, Charles P. 

Allen, and other local schools. His plan was to thank them and encourage participation by 

the various students and schools in the important role they have to continue the success of 

what Terry started. 

 

 Bruce is a keen mentor to youth and a great role model for future leaders. I ask all 

members of the House to join me in thanking Bruce Barteaux for his continued support in 

the fight against cancer, and congratulate him on his 100-kilometre run. Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings North. 

 

SCHWARTZ, KEN/O’NEILL, CHRIS: ARTS CONTRIBUTIONS - RECOGNIZE 

 

 MR. JOHN LOHR: Mr. Speaker, I wish to acknowledge the incredible work done 

by Ken Schwartz and Chris O’Neill in the creation of the Ross Creek Centre for the Arts. 

This arts centre, now in its 14th year, has had an incredible impact on the arts community 

in the Annapolis Valley and the province. The variety of art supported by the centre is vast 

and includes theatre, camps, visual arts, concerts, performances, workshops, and school 

outreach programs. 

 

 Young lives introduced to the arts at their many camps are forever changed. Among 

their many accomplishments is the Two Planks and a Passion Theatre group which resides 

at the Ross Creek Centre for the Arts. 

 

 Mr. Speaker, I ask that all members of this House join me in recognizing the 

enormous contribution that Ken Schwartz and Chris O’Neill have made to the arts in Nova 

Scotia. 
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 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Lunenburg. 

 

 MS. SUZANNE LOHNES-CROFT: Mr. Speaker, I beg leave to make an 

introduction. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: Permission granted. 

 

 MS. LOHNES-CROFT: I’d like to draw people’s attention to the east gallery where 

my constituency assistant is taking in her last Question Period for this sitting, we believe. 

Anyway, I hope she enjoys the action. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Lunenburg. 

 

CROFT, DANIEL - BIRTHDAY WISHES 

 

 MS. SUZANNE LOHNES-CROFT: Mr. Speaker, 31 years ago today the Red Sox 

lost the World Series in the wee, wee hours of the morning, but later that day, on a beautiful, 

sunny October afternoon, my son Daniel was born and made me a mother for the first time. 

 

 Dan has always been a bundle of energy; he lights up a room when he walks in. He 

started his day today with uphill sprints with a 40-pound weight vest on him. That’s the 

kind of energy he still has at 31 - and I wish him a Happy Birthday. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cumberland North. 

 

BRISTOL, DICK: DICK’S JAMBOREE - APPRECIATION 

 

 MS. ELIZABETH SMITH-MCCROSSIN: Mr. Speaker, I would like to bring 

recognition today to Mr. Dick Bristol and this last seven and a half years service for Dick’s 

Jamboree. Dick and his jamboree provided music every Wednesday night and it was 

attended most weeks by over 200 people. 

 

 Dick and his wife Carol are amazing people, serving our community through music. 

Every summer they have a special jamboree, inviting the workers of the Bridge Workshop 

to sing and perform. It was truly beautiful. 

 

 The joy he brought to our community with Dick’s Jamboree was outstanding. The 

Jam will be missed. However, we want to make sure that Dick knows just how much he is 

appreciated by me and by the entire community of Amherst. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Lunenburg. 
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MANN, GRAHAM - LEAN SYSTEMS:  

YOUNG ENTREPRENEUR AWD. - CONGRATS. 

 

 MS. SUZANNE LOHNES-CROFT: I would like to congratulate Graham Mann of 

Second Peninsula, who on October 19th was recognized with the Young Entrepreneur 

Award from Startup Canada. This award was presented by the Business Development Bank 

of Canada. Seventeen outstanding entrepreneurs gathered in Ottawa from all across Canada 

and were presented with awards as part of the 4th Annual National Startup Canada Awards. 

 

 Graham Mann co-founded Lean Systems, a cloud-based optimization engine built 

on the most powerful techniques available for solving large-scale optimization problems 

with multiple constraints. 

 

 Mr. Speaker, I would ask that you and the members of this House of Assembly 

please join me in congratulating Graham on his hard work and dedication and wishing him 

the best of luck with his business, Lean Systems. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Colchester-Musquodoboit Valley. 

 

MLAs/STAFF: HARD WORK - ACKNOWLEDGE 

 

 MR. LARRY HARRISON: Mr. Speaker, this being the last day of this session, I 

wish to acknowledge the work that has been done in this session of the Legislature. 

(Interruptions) 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. We’ll afford the honourable member for 

Colchester-Musquodoboit Valley a chance to start over. 

 

 MR. HARRISON: I wish to acknowledge the work that has been done in this 

session of the Legislature, as tough as that may be sometimes. We do have a number of 

issues that need our attention, and it’s my prayer that all of the members of the Legislature 

will use their knowledge, their experience, and their compassion as we continue to seek 

resolutions that will address the difficulties of all Nova Scotians. 

 

 May God bless all in this Legislature: the members, the Pages, and the staff in all 

areas. Be healthy, be safe, and be kind. (Standing Ovation) 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Clayton Park West. 

 

BARRON, MORGAN: N.Y. RANGERS DRAFT - CONGRATS. 

 

 MS. RAFAH DICOSTANZO: I rise today to recognize Morgan Barron, a resident 

of Clayton Park who was recently selected by the New York Rangers in the NHL draft. 
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Morgan and his family were very excited to hear his name called at the draft in Chicago. 

However, it was no surprise to anyone that he would become a successful hockey player. 

 

 Morgan is a role model for many young athletes in the community. After graduating 

from Halifax West High School in 2017, Morgan began his next journey, attending Cornell 

University this past Fall. Morgan is accomplished both on and off the ice, being someone 

who graduated with top marks in his graduating class. 

 

 Mr. Speaker, I ask that the members of this House of Assembly join me in 

congratulating Morgan Barron on his recent commitment to the New York Rangers and 

wish him the best of luck at Cornell University in his freshman year. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cape Breton-Richmond. 

 

ISLE MADAME - CHASE THE ACE: COMMUNITY BENEFIT - VOLS. THANK 

 

 MS. ALANA PAON: Mr. Speaker, I rise today to acknowledge the Isle Madame 

Chase the Ace. Isle Madame Chase the Ace is a fundraising event formed of 10 

organizations on Isle Madame, including Acadiaville Community Centre, D’Escousse 

Civic Improvement Society, Isle Madame New Horizons Seniors Club, Janvrin's Island 

Community Centre, La Picasse, Little Anse and Samsons Cove Social Action Centre, Our 

Lady of Assumption Parish Hall, Rocky Bay Irish Club, Royal Canadian Legion Branch 

No. 150, and St. Joseph’s Services. 

 

 This fundraiser was able to provide each of these organizations with $20,000 while 

also making two donations of $5,000 each to the Strait Richmond Health Care Foundation 

and the St. Anne Community and Nursing Care Centre. 

 

 The benefit to the community was not simply monetary. Working as one brought 

all these communities on Isle Madame closer together and proved that great success can be 

achieved by combining resources. 

 

 Mr. Speaker, I ask the members of this Legislature to join me to thank the many 

volunteers who gave so generously of their time to make the Isle Madame Chase the Ace 

a resounding success. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth South. 

 

LESLIE, MEGAN - WWF APPT.: PRESIDENT/CEO - CONGRATS. 

 

 MS. CLAUDIA CHENDER: Mr. Speaker, I rise to congratulate Megan Leslie on 

her new posting as the President and CEO of the World Wildlife Fund Canada. For seven 

years Megan proudly served the federal riding of Halifax, was beloved by her constituents 
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and admired by those working for progressive causes across the country, in addition to her 

colleagues in the House of Commons. 

 

 Now, after serving for 10 months as Senior Advisor to the WWF’s World Oceans 

Team, she will be leading the important work of preventing species’ decline in Canada. 

 

 Mr. Speaker, it is an understatement to say that Megan Leslie’s extensive 

background in social justice, community and political work, will serve her well in her new 

role. On behalf of the NDP caucus I wish her the very best of luck. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings South. 

 

SHORLEY, KEN: 2017 VALLEY ARTS AWARD - CONGRATS. 

 

 MR. KEITH IRVING: Mr. Speaker, I rise today to acknowledge an exceptional 

percussionist, composer and music teacher, Mr. Ken Shorley. Ken was recently honoured 

with the 2017 Valley Arts Award at the Deep Roots Music Festival for his significant and 

long-term contributions to the arts in the Annapolis Valley. Mr. Shorley is primarily a hand 

drummer and has been influenced by a variety of styles from around the world. He has 

been a featured artist in many musical festivals, has played with some of the finest 

musicians in the country and his compositions have been performed across the continent. 

 

 He is also a dedicated and passionate music educator and developed Atlantic 

Canada’s only university credit course in world drumming. Ken Shorley is certainly a very 

deserving recipient of the 2017 Valley Arts Award and I invite all members of the House 

of Assembly to join me in congratulating him on receiving that honour. Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sackville-Beaver Bank. 

 

MLAs - THANK 

 

 MR. BRAD JOHNS: Mr. Speaker, this being the last sitting of this Assembly, I 

wanted to take an opportunity as one of the new MLAs to sincerely thank all the members 

of this Legislature, from both sides of the House. It has been a very enjoyable experience. 

I thank everyone for their patience, their guidance and it has been very enjoyable, Mr. 

Speaker - yourself as well. 

 

 I do want to recognize and thank all the members of my caucus. I certainly couldn’t 

fit in better and I have a wonderful team here. I just want to thank everybody and wish 

them all the best, until we meet again, Mr. Speaker. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth North. 
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BUS STOP THEATRE: POSITIVE IMPACT - RECOGNIZE 

 

 MS. SUSAN LEBLANC: Mr. Speaker, the Bus Stop Theatre is a small, 

unassuming performance space on Gottingen Street. From the street it appears to be a 

storefront like many others, very ordinary, but what happens inside the building is quite 

extraordinary. Run as a co-operative, governed by a board of directors and run day-to-day 

by Executive Director, Sébastien Labelle, the Bus Stop Theatre is a hub of independent 

performance in Halifax. It’s a flexible space and is used by many theatre dance companies, 

spoken word artists and musicians. It is an inclusive space where artists and audiences 

gather together to share art and, because it’s relatively inexpensive to run, it’s one of the 

only places where emerging artists can present work and get an audience to see it. 

 

 That all sounds really great but it’s really not because the Bus Stop, one of Halifax’s 

only accessible venues for performance, is at risk of falling victim to the changing 

landscape of Gottingen Street. It is becoming increasingly difficult to keep the venue 

housed in a building whose value is going up and which is incredibly expensive to keep 

up. 

 

 Community members and government officials at all levels recognize the positive 

impact of this important venue and I hope a solution can be found so that the Bus Stop 

Theatre can continue to thrive and be a hub of creativity and artistic expression. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Yarmouth. 

 

CORNING, SARA: ARMENIAN NAT. COMM. OF TORONTO - HONOUR 

 

 HON. ZACH CHURCHILL: Few Nova Scotians have heard of Red Cross nurse 

Sara Corning, a native of Chegoggin, Yarmouth County, but Armenian and Greek 

communities world-wide have known about her humanitarianism for nearly a century. In 

1917, she was a first-responder nurse during the Halifax Explosion, assisting the injured 

and dying at the YMCA makeshift hospital and at Camp Hill Hospital. 

 

 In the post World War I period, during the Armenian and Greek genocides of the 

early 20th Century, she volunteered with the Near East Relief Organization, working 

tirelessly between 1919 and 1930 in present day Armenia and Turkey, where she risked 

her life many times to rescue and care for thousands of orphaned children who would have 

otherwise potentially been killed or abducted. She helped to set up orphanages and 

managed one for 1,300 children at Oropos, Greece. In 1923, in recognition of her 

humanitarian service, she was awarded Greece’s civilian medal of honour by King George 

II at the Zappeion Palace in Athens, equivalent to a knighthood or the Order of Canada. 

 

 In 2011 the Armenian community of Toronto established a Sara Corning Centre for 

genocide education in her honour. At a ceremony to be held on November 26th, the 
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Armenian National Committee of Toronto will posthumously honour Sara Corning with 

their Outstanding Canadian Award for 2017. 

 

[1:45 p.m.] 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cole Harbour-Eastern Passage. 

 

SMITH, MIKE/LOMBARD, JASON & DOMINIQUE: 

VOLUNTEER WORK - ACKNOWLEDGE 

 

 MS. BARBARA ADAMS: Today I would like to recognize constituent Mike Smith 

for organizing our Seniors Police Academy each Spring. For the month of May and two 

weeks into June, the Seniors Police Academy meets every Tuesday from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 

p.m. at our local Lions Club. Mike Smith organizes two guest speakers each session, and 

he has done so for the past six years, with a complimentary lunch between each session. 

These free sessions are held and host about 40 attendants. This year’s was highly 

successful. 

 

 I would also like to take this opportunity to recognize the Eastern Passage Minor 

Baseball Association, and president Jason Lombard and vice-president Dominique 

Lombard. They started their first year with approximately 90 kids registered. Three years 

later, there were over 200 children registered. The association consists of four levels 

ranging in age from four to 18. Jason and Dominique spend countless hours 12 months of 

the year fundraising, purchasing gear, attending meetings, running a winter ball clinic, 

coordinating tournaments, and hosting our opening-day ceremonies. 

 

 We want to acknowledge all of these members in our community for their volunteer 

work. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Truro-Bible Hill-Millbrook-Salmon 

River. 

 

PAUL, DANIEL: FIRST NOVEL - HONOUR 

 

 MS. LENORE ZANN: I would like to give honour today to elder Daniel Paul and 

wish him a great celebration on the publication of his very first novel. He is known as a 

powerful and passionate advocate for social justice and the eradication of racial 

discrimination and an outspoken champion for First Nations people and all other 

disadvantaged members of society, mainly known through his earlier book We Were Not 

the Savages. 

 

 His new book, which just had its book launch last week, is called Chief Lightning 

Bolt. It’s fantastic. I have just started reading it. It takes place in Mi’kmaq territory before 

the European contact and before the destruction brought about by colonization. It’s the 
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story of the life of a great man, Lightning Bolt, who becomes a leader to his people and 

embodies the Mi’kmaq values of humility, courage, honour, service, and sacrifice of 

personal gain for the sake of others. Mr. Speaker, it is a book that is well worth buying and 

reading. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Lunenburg West. 

 

HUNTER, GORDON - HEMFORD FIRE DEPT.: RETIREMENT - THANKS 

 

 HON. MARK FUREY: Gordon Hunter is retiring from his post as Fire Chief of the 

Hemford and District Fire Department, a position he has held for 38 years. Chief Hunter 

has been a valuable community leader, contributing his time and energy to enhancing 

community public safety and well-being. Whether responding to and leading firefighting 

services or organizing community events through the local fire department, Chief Hunter 

is recognized and acknowledged as a leader in his community.  

 

I ask members of this House of Assembly to join me in thanking Chief Hunter for 

his years of dedicated service to his community and to extend an equally important thank 

you to his immediate and extended family for the support they have extended him over the 

past 38 years. The very best in your retirement. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Bedford. 

 

COVERT, MIKE - IN MEMORIAM 

 

 HON. KELLY REGAN: I rise today with a heavy heart to share the sad news of 

the passing of a lovely, generous man. Members may remember me telling the House back 

in 2014 about Mike Covert’s tremendous generosity to the QEII Foundation. After life-

saving surgery there, he made 420 $100 donations in honour of friends, family, and 

colleagues, for a total of $42,000. He supported students with disabilities with the Mary 

Jane Covert Bursary, in memory of his sister. He served on many boards, including 

Bridgeway Academy and Callow Wheelchair Bus. 

 

 Mostly, I knew Mike as someone who was always on the side of the underdog. 

That’s probably why he supported the Liberal Party during the lean years, and he loved 

that we were able to secure back-to-back victories. He was a faithful member of the 

Bedford Liberal Association and the Halifax West Liberal Association, and his elected 

members often heard from him if there was something he was concerned about. 

 

 I attended Mike’s 80th birthday party in May of last year. I wish the House could 

have seen him go around the room and remind every single person how they knew each 

other or where they first met. It was an impressive display. 
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 I want to share condolences with his surviving family. Mike was one of a kind, and 

we will miss him terribly. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Antigonish. 

 

KANE, EMILY - FOLKLORE TATTOO: STORE OPENING - CONGRATS. 

 

 HON. RANDY DELOREY: As we recently celebrated Small Business Week, I 

would like to take this opportunity to congratulate Emily Kane on opening her new tattoo 

studio, Folklore Tattoo in Antigonish. Emily is a local artist who has returned to the area 

with her husband and son. With almost 10 years of tattoo experience in Halifax and 

Montreal, she specializes in black work, which is a lot of high contrast and is very 

illustrative. 

 

 Mr. Speaker, in an industry heavily dominated by men, Emily knows firsthand how 

hard it can be to get started. She is very grateful for the mentors who have been supportive 

of her art. She had an open house at her new studio at 233 Main Street on July 28th, and 

since then has been giving her clients works of art in a safe, healthy and comforting 

environment. 

 

 Mr. Speaker, I would like to offer my congratulations to Emily on the opening of 

her new studio. It is exciting to see a new business open in Antigonish and I wish her all 

the best in the future. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Citadel-Sable Island. 

 

ELLES, FATHER CHARALAMBOS - IN MEMORIAM 

 

 HON. LABI KOUSOULIS: Mr. Speaker, it is with sadness we recognize the 

passing of Father Charalambos Elles on October 24th. Father Elles was born in Cyprus, 

August 23, 1936. He was ordained May 30, 1979. He served many communities in Canada, 

including St. George’s Greek Orthodox Church here in Halifax. 

 

 Here in Halifax he headed up the church, the Greek school, the Greek dancing and, 

as well, he was integral in the founding of the Halifax Greek Fest. My condolences to his 

four children, his eight grandchildren and his wife Kalliope. May his memory be eternal.  

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Clare-Digby. 

 

CARTY, PHIL - ARM WRESTLING: SUCCESSFUL SEASON - CONGRATS. 

 

 MR. GORDON WILSON: Mr. Speaker, I rise today to congratulate Phil Carty, a 

local scallop fisherman, for his success over the last year in the sport of arm wrestling. Last 

April, Phil Carty participated in the Atlantic Canadian Championships in both the right and 
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left hand, 198-pound category. He finished first in the right category and second in the left 

category. This was only a couple of months after competing at the Battle of the Atlantic, a 

fundraiser for muscular dystrophy. At that competition he finished first in both the right 

and left categories, a repeat from the 2016 competition for Mr. Carty. 

 

 Since the Atlantic Canadian Championships, Phil has competed at the Canadian 

and Nova Scotia championships. At the provincials, he finished second and third, 

respectively. At the Canadian championships he finished fourth. This is a series of great 

results for our local arm-wrestler. Congratulations Phil and good luck in the 2018 season.  

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Guysborough-Eastern Shore-

Tracadie. 

 

MOHREZ, GHANDI ET AL: N.S. BUS. OF THE YEAR (2017) - CONGRATS. 

 

 HON. LLOYD HINES: Mr. Speaker, I rise today to congratulate Big G’s Pizza on 

receiving the Nova Scotia Business of the Year Award presented by the Community 

Business Development Corporation. Syrian-born Ghandi Mohrez decided to move to 

Canada in 2000, in search of peace, freedom and respect. A year later he found all three 

when he moved to Guysborough and purchased Big G’s Pizza.  

 

 Ghandi worked as a mechanical engineer in Syria for 11 years before deciding to 

emigrate, so making pizza was not his first choice but it has served him well. Ghandi and 

his wife Dima have worked hard to build up their family business. They have two children, 

Noor and Sarah, both born in Guysborough. 

 

 The hard work of this family has paid off over the years. Their signature dish is 

chicken souvlaki dinner and was awarded the Seven Wonders of Guysborough plaque in 

2012. I highly recommend that you give it a try if you are in the area. 

 

 Mr. Speaker, through all their struggles the family has overcome so much and could 

not be more deserving of this recognition. The Mohrez family are just another shining 

example of the contributions immigrants make to our communities. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Armdale. 

 

WOMEN: PUBLIC LIFE - ACHIEVABLE 

 

 HON. LENA DIAB: Mr. Speaker, while sorting through boxes of family 

keepsakes, I stumbled upon an old newspaper clipping, a copy of The Halifax Mail Star 

from February 28, 1986. Nestled between articles about Sunday shopping and Throne 

Speech highlights was a picture of a young woman with big hair and a snappy blazer. She 

was sorting papers under a row of microphones. That woman was me, hard at work as a 

Page in the Nova Scotia House of Assembly, preparing for the first day of the session. 



THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 ASSEMBLY DEBATES 1789 

 

 Looking back I remember that young woman’s dreams of one day also stepping up 

in public life and taking her seat. It seemed like a lofty dream then, but for today’s 

generation of women it seems entirely doable. 

 

 I’m happy to say that I’ve given that clipping to the Legislative Library to be held 

in the Province House Library Archives. As Women’s History Month concludes, let’s 

celebrate our shift towards greater equality for women in the political sphere. Let’s also 

thank our professional and hard-working pages. I’m sure we can expect big things from 

them.  

 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cole Harbour-Portland Valley. 

 

STEIGER, NICOLE: STORE OPENING - CONGRATS. 

 

HON. TONY INCE: Mr. Speaker, in recognition of Small Business Week, I rise 

today to welcome a new business in Cole Harbour. 

 

The new salon, Studio Ten Eighty-One, is owned and operated by Nicole Steiger. 

Nicole has worked in the beauty industry for nine years and recently decided that it was 

time to try entrepreneurship. Dedication to her trade and her strong motivation to be self-

employed has led Nicole on this exciting journey. 

 

 I ask the members of this House of Assembly to join me in congratulating her, and 

wishing her and her team much success on this exciting venture and commend her on her 

small-business ability to bring employment opportunities to her community.  

 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Hammonds Plains-Lucasville. 

 

CHOW, TREVOR: MID-AMATEUR GOLF TITLE - CONGRATS. 

 

MR. BEN JESSOME: Mr. Speaker, I’d like to recognize Trevor Chow of 

Hammonds Plains who won his third men’s mid-amateur golf title in July of this year.  

 

Trevor is a Baddeck native now living in Hammonds Plains and is a member of the 

Ashburn Golf Club in Halifax. The mid-amateur tournament was held at The Links at Penn 

Hills in Shubenacadie, where Chow posted a score of 11 under, breaking the previous 

record by six strokes. Trevor previously won the tournament in 2009 and 2013. Trevor’s 

hard work and dedication to this sport resulted in his consistent play over the three days of 

the tournament and his overall win.  

 

Trevor Chow will be joined by Paul Coulson of Truro and Aaron Nickerson of 

River Hills on the provincial team going to the Nationals in Regina, Saskatchewan, which 

happened in August.  
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I would ask all members of the House to please join me in congratulating Trevor 

Chow on winning his third men’s amateur golf title and for representing Nova Scotia at the 

Nationals. 

 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth North on an introduction.  

 

SUSAN LEBLANC: Mr. Speaker, I’d like to draw the attention of the House to the 

west gallery.  

 

Earlier today, I made a member statement about the Bus Stop Theatre and I 

mentioned the executive director, Sebastien Labelle. He is with us today. Sebastien is also 

the artistic director of the Mayworks Halifax Festival which is another incredible artistic 

venture in this city, where he programs works of art of all disciplines that are based around 

issues of marginalized communities but also of labour issues - also, he is the father of my 

children and my very loving partner. (Applause) 

 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings South. 

 

HFX. EXPLOSION - REFLECT 

 

MR. KEITH IRVING: Mr. Speaker, I thought on the last day of the Legislature 

here today just to remember that we have an important anniversary coming up on 

December 6th, six weeks from now. In 1917 on that date, of course, the Halifax Explosion 

occurred in which the Mont-Blanc collided with the Imo and over 2,000 lives were lost and 

9,000 injured.  

 

My grandparents lived through that explosion, Keith Butler and Mary Butler, who 

have long since passed but they survived that explosion along with my grand-uncle, 

Frederick Butler, former principal of Queen Elizabeth High School. 

 

 I ask all members of this House to, on that date, reflect on our families and our 

history and on that sad day, but we forged ahead and became a strong city thanks to our 

resilience and many friends from around the Maritimes and Boston.  

 

I ask all members to recognize that day with some sadness but with some pride.  

 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you very much for those very thoughtful member 

statements today.  
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[2:00 p.m.] 

 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

 

ORAL QUESTIONS PUT BY MEMBERS TO MINISTERS 

 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Leader of the Official Opposition. 

 

PREM. - CAP & TRADE: IMPACTS - DETAILS RELEASE 

 

 HON. JAMIE BAILLIE: Mr. Speaker, the Canadian Federation of Independent 

Business recently wrote to the Premier to share the results of their most recent member 

survey. It says that 75 per cent of Nova Scotian small businesses want the government to 

assess and report on the potential costs of its cap-and-trade system before it is implemented. 

One would hope that that work has already been done. 

 

 Can the Premier tell this House, did his government calculate the impact of their 

cap-and-trade plan on small businesses and jobs? If so, will he release those results? 

 

 HON. STEPHEN MCNEIL (The Premier): I want to thank the honourable member 

for the question. I want to thank CFIB for the tremendous work they do advocating on 

behalf of small businesses across the province and the work that they have done with our 

government over the last four years. I look forward to continuing to work with them to 

ensure that we deal with the issues that their members are facing. 

 

 On the question the honourable member brought forward around the cap-and-trade 

system, as he would know, we’re very fortunate here in Nova Scotia to negotiate with the 

national government to create an in-province cap-and-trade system that recognizes the hard 

work by Nova Scotians over the last decade to allow us to use those credits that are there, 

to be able to smooth out the issue across - not only will it protect small businesses, but it 

will protect the pocketbooks of Nova Scotians. 

 

 MR. BAILLIE: Actually, Nova Scotians don’t know if they’re fortunate or not 

because the government has not told them whether they have done a study on jobs and 

costs to small businesses. That’s why 75 per cent of our small businesses want more 

information. 

 

 They don’t even know if the environment will actually get better, if emissions will 

go down, because their government won’t tell them. I truly hope the government has done 

this work, Mr. Speaker, because Nova Scotians and small business owners want to do their 

bit for the environment. 
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 I would like to ask the Premier, has his government calculated the anticipated 

reduction in atmospheric emissions? If so, will he share those results with all Nova 

Scotians? 

 

 THE PREMIER: We’re continuing to move forward. As the honourable member 

would know, we’re on pace now to be 50 per cent below 2005 levels by 2030. We’re at the 

target now that was set by the national government, but we’re not satisfied with that. We’re 

going to continue to move forward with public policy that will ensure not only that we 

green our electricity system in this province but that we help Nova Scotians when it comes 

to ensuring their own carbon footprint is reduced through housing grants and other 

programs in place. We’re looking forward to continuing to lead this country in a positive 

way as we have been doing for the last decade. 

 

 MR. BAILLIE: We were on pace to meet our targets well before the government 

brought forward its cap-and-trade plan. What Nova Scotians don’t know, because the 

government will not tell them, is whether we’re going to get better at emissions or not and 

whether it’s going to cost more or not. Those are pretty basic questions. No wonder that 

noted Chronicle Herald columnist Jim Vibert recently wrote, “The cap-and-trade bill 

cannot be fully considered by the House. Critical elements are missing.” Critical elements 

like, will it help the environment? Will it cost us jobs? Mr. Vibert went on to say, “It may 

be a way to govern. It is not the right way.” 

 

 Will the Premier provide the information Nova Scotians are looking for - the cost 

to jobs and to small business and the environmental benefits to Nova Scotians - before he 

enacts the cap-and-trade program that is passing in this House today? 

 

 THE PREMIER: I can tell the honourable member again that we were fortunate to 

be able to negotiate with the national government to create a cap-and-trade system inside 

our province that recognizes the hard work that has already been achieved. We will 

continue to reduce our carbon footprint in this province, at the same time, using those 

credits to smooth it out to ensure that the sticker shock will not impact the pocketbooks of 

Nova Scotians. 

 

 I want to thank small business owners across the province. That’s why there’s a 

$14 million tax cut in this particular budget that was voted on a few days ago. It’s why 

we’re leading the country in red tape reduction. The CFIB has recognized that, and it’s why 

CFIB recognizes this province as such a positive place for small businesses to operate. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Leader of the New Democratic Party. 

 

PREM.: NURSING HOME CUTS - IMPACTS ADMIT 

 

 MR. GARY BURRILL: Media reports today of the physical and emotional abuse 

of residents of long-term care facilities of course are very disturbing. Every bit as disturbing 
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is the allegation also made today by Gary MacLeod, chair of Advocates for the Care of the 

Elderly, that understaffing is the thing that has led to a great deal of this neglect. There has 

been a lot of testimony from nursing home employees and nursing home administrators 

about how the budget cuts to nursing homes over the last two years have had negative 

effects on staff. Will the Premier admit that his cuts to nursing homes over the last two 

years have had negative impacts on the lives of those who live there? 

 

 THE PREMIER: I share the concerns of the Leader of the New Democratic Party 

when he talks about the reported situations that are happening in nursing homes. All of us, 

when our loved ones come into care in any of the institutions in our province, we want to 

ensure the safety of them. He knows, as they’re reported, the 24-hour call, that we have to 

get back to those families, to make sure that they’re investigated and continue to move 

forward. 

 

The honourable member has raised this issue a number of times, about the cuts 

around long-term care. He would know, some of that money has been replaced back inside 

of the most recent budget around food allotment and support for recreational services in 

those long-term care facilities. We’re going to continue to work with the hard-working 

health care providers in our communities, to ensure that our loved ones get the appropriate, 

safe care that they deserve. 

 

MR. BURRILL: I would like to respond, about the money that was put back in the 

current budget. We know that over the past two years, $8 million has been removed from 

the funds that support nursing home budgets and that in this year’s budget, $3.2 million of 

that has been put back.  

 

In my view, an opportunity has been missed here. The reset provided by the 

government’s election was a perfect moment to have restored all 100 per cent of the money 

that had been taken away over the last two years. 

 

I would like to ask the Premier, will he restore, in his next budget, all the nursing 

home funding that’s been taken away since he came to office? 

 

THE PREMIER: Once this budget goes, and the session ends, whenever that 

happens, departments are now in the process of preparing to build a budget that will be 

introduced in the Spring. The question that the honourable member asks, I’m sure will be 

brought in by the department, and like all issues that are brought in from departments, 

they’ll be given consideration. 

 

MR. BURRILL: I began this session, asking the Premier if there’s a health care 

crisis. The Premier denied it, as he has multiple times since then. But, over the course of 

the sitting, we have drawn attention to so many situations. Theresa and Walter Zukauskas 

and their inability to find a doctor relevant to his Parkinson’s; Frieda Young, transported 
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with cardiac symptoms from one hospital to another, in a taxi; Jack Webb; and now today, 

to abuse in nursing homes, and allegations of its roots and understaffing. 

 

I am not drawn in the direction of rhetoric, or of repetition, but I do think it is fitting 

to ask the Premier, plainly, once again, will he acknowledge that there is a health care crisis 

in Nova Scotia, that he has failed to recognize it, and he is failing to address it? 

 

THE PREMIER: I want to thank those hard-working health care providers across 

the province, who are providing care, whether it’s access to primary care, or whether it’s 

working in nursing homes across the province, providing support to our families, we will 

continue to work with them. As I’ve said many times in this House, we know there are 

pockets in the province where either it’s access to primary health care or the supports that 

are required, we are working with our teams to make sure that they have access. We will 

continue to work with all of the organizations across this province, so that we can build 

access to primary health care and ensure that we continue to provide the top-quality, long-

term care that this province is known for. 

 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Leader of the Official Opposition. 

 

PREM. - NSHA: BOARD MEETING MINUTES - PUBLICIZE 

 

HON. JAMIE BAILLIE: Of 101 media releases issued by the Nova Scotia Health 

Authority during the first half of this year, 60 were to announce emergency room closures, 

10 were to announce blood clinic closures, and the remaining 31 offered helpful 

information on hand hygiene, summer sun safety, and more.  

 

But, what people really want to know is, how is it going with doctor recruitment? 

Are our surgery wait-lists getting longer or shorter? What about the wait times for 

adolescent mental health services? But those important discussions happen behind closed 

doors, at the Health Authority board meetings. 

 

It’s time to put accountability and transparency back into our Health Authority. 

Will the Premier act today to ensure that minutes of Health Authority board meetings, 

where these important discussions happen, are made public? 

 

THE PREMIER: I will take the question the honourable member provided, and give 

it consideration. 

 

MR. BAILLIE: That is not the first time I’ve asked that question. When I asked it 

two weeks ago, the Premier said, “. . . I will . . . think about the possibility of that 

happening.”  

 

Mr. Speaker, this is a $1.6 billion taxpayer-funded organization. Nova Scotians 

deserve to know what decisions are being made and why, about important things like doctor 
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recruitment and surgery wait times and adolescent mental health. The Premier is continuing 

to think about whether he will allow for transparency and openness at our $1.6 billion 

Health Authority. 

 

 Mr. Speaker, I’d like to ask him, when will Nova Scotians get to see what is going 

on at the most senior levels of the Health Authority, under his government? 

 

 THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the honourable member for the 

question. Again, as I said a few minutes ago, we’ll give consideration to that request on 

behalf of the member and other Nova Scotians who have requested that. 

 

 Mr. Speaker, we’ll take the appropriate amount of time and make sure that the 

decision we make is based on fact, based on the fact that it is in the best interests of Nova 

Scotians, the best interests of the health care system. When that decision is made, we will 

communicate it to Nova Scotians. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth North. 

 

H&W - MOORE, JEANETTE: MRI WAIT - EXPLAIN 

 

 MS. SUSAN LEBLANC: Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Minister of Health 

and Wellness. Jeanette Moore lives in my constituency of Dartmouth North. She has a 

tumour in her chest and has been told she needs an MRI. Originally her doctor said she 

may have to wait for two weeks. It has now been a month and four days and she still does 

not have an appointment. Sadly, the wait time for an MRI in Halifax is over a year. 

 

 Mr. Speaker, can the minister explain why Ms. Moore, who is in urgent need of this 

health procedure, is still waiting? 

 

 HON. RANDY DELOREY: Mr. Speaker, I thank the member for the question. 

Unfortunately, as I think the member would know, I am not able to speak directly to 

individual patients within the health care system, respecting the privacy. 

 

 Generally speaking, Mr. Speaker, what I can advise the member is that that’s one 

of the advantages of having a provincial health authority, that in fact, MRI services and 

services provided by facilities across the province, where there is a longer wait time in one 

area, the opportunity exists for those patients, those Nova Scotians, to go to another 

location which may have a shorter wait time to get the health care they need when they 

need it. 

 

 MS. LEBLANC: Mr. Speaker, I thank the honourable member for that advice and 

I will pass that on. 
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 Once Ms. Moore is able to get in for an MRI, her results will be sent to her doctor. 

Unfortunately, her Dartmouth doctor is retiring on Tuesday. She has her health records but 

nowhere to take them. Thousands of people on this doctor’s patient list will find themselves 

in the same situation next week. Mr. Speaker, the government needs to acknowledge this 

crisis and act.  

 

 Mr. Speaker, will the minister give residents of Dartmouth a clear timeline for when 

they will have access to primary health care? 

 

 MR. DELOREY: Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the member’s question. Of course, it 

has been a frequent discussion throughout this Fall session of the Legislature. Where the 

concerns of Nova Scotians and their access to primary care services has come up, we 

continue to advise Nova Scotians of our commitment, this budget that we passed and that 

the Opposition Parties vote against. It’s these investments to provide additional residency 

positions, clerkships and other initiatives to make it more attractive to recruit physicians to 

Nova Scotia. 

 

 Mr. Speaker, the member used a specific example of a retirement taking place in 

the metro area. I am pleased to let the member know that at the same time, on Monday of 

this week, there’s a new physician starting in the metro area as well, and she’ll be taking 

new names as patients on her roster as well.  

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Leader of the Official Opposition. 

 

PREM.: BILL NO. 27 - PROCLAMATION 

 

 HON. JAMIE BAILLIE: Mr. Speaker, last night members on all sides of this House 

came together to enact new provisions to protect victims from intimate images distribution 

and cyberbullying. Now, shortly, the victims of these crimes will have legal protections. 

 

 I do want to say, Mr. Speaker, a special thanks to the Minister of Justice, the 

member for Pictou West, the member for Dartmouth South and the Premier himself for 

being willing to come together to make this new law a reality. (Applause) 

 

 Mr. Speaker, the sooner these new legal protections are on the books, the better, so 

I’m going to ask the Premier, will he tell the House that that law will be proclaimed into 

law as soon as possible? 

 

 THE PREMIER: Yes. 

 

 MR. BAILLIE: Mr. Speaker, this is one of the more enjoyable parts of Question 

Period when we’re all moving in the same direction. 
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 Mr. Speaker, the underlying regulations, of course, are going to be an important 

part of creating legal protections for the victims of cyberbullying and for the distribution 

of intimate images. This is something that we can all leave this place, whenever this session 

ends, and take some pride in. 

 

[2:15 p.m.] 

 

 Can the Premier update the House on the status of the preparation of those 

regulations, and will he set a target date for their publishing and for the proclamation of 

the bill into law, which we’re all hoping will be very soon? 

 

 THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, I’ll ask the Minister of Justice to respond. 

 

 HON. MARK FUREY: Mr. Speaker, I want to assure my colleague that this 

particular bill and the necessary regulations are a priority for government. We have already 

started that work around the regulatory elements and components. 

 

 Without being specific to a date, I want to assure the Leader of the Official 

Opposition and all colleagues in this House and all Nova Scotians that, because of the 

importance of this bill, this is a priority. We will move those regulations as quickly as we 

possibly can. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Queens-Shelburne. 

 

H&W: ROSEWAY HOSP. ER - ACCESSIBILITY 

 

 MS. KIM MASLAND: Mr. Speaker, my question is to the Minister of Health and 

Wellness. Nova Scotians know that our health care system is broken, but a recent episode 

at the Roseway ER was shocking. 

 

 On Thanksgiving weekend, Councillor Young from Shelburne took his three-year-

old child, who was experiencing a seizure, to the Roseway ER. The emergency room was 

shutting down because of the lack of a doctor, and I’ll table that document. Hospital staff 

were unable to treat this three-year-old, and called 911. 

 

 My question to the minister is, when will the minister admit that when hospital staff 

resort to calling 911, the Roseway ER is in crisis? 

 

 HON. RANDY DELOREY: Again, I appreciate the member raising her questions 

on behalf of her constituents and her community. We’ve had discussions specifically about 

the Roseway facility. 

 

 As I’ve mentioned to the member previously, I had the opportunity to visit that site 

and talk to staff on site and hear first-hand about the moving forward of some very good 
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initiatives there in that community, including the clinic. But in addition, one of the things 

that I was made aware of was that for the first time in decades, they have more primary 

care providers in that community than they’ve had in many years. 

 

 MS. MASLAND: Mr. Speaker, I’m sure the minister is getting tired of me asking 

the same question over and over, but quite frankly, I’m tired of getting the same empty 

response for people in Shelburne County. I am worried for the people in Shelburne County. 

I am worried for children like Nolan’s son. It’s been almost four months now since Nova 

Scotians got a new Minister of Health and Wellness, and they expect action. For too long, 

people have been told that help is on the way. 

 

 The people of Shelburne County have now arranged a public meeting on November 

5th - a chance for them to voice their own concerns. Will the minister commit to attending 

this meeting and meeting with residents in Shelburne County to make sure that they know 

those doors are going to be open and that they can access emergency care when they need 

it? 

 

 MR. DELOREY: As I mentioned, Mr. Speaker, the community - there has been 

action. There’s been action since this government first took office back in 2013. As I’ve 

said previously, the recruitment has been very successful to provide physicians - primary 

care providers - to that community. I’ve been advised by staff in that area that they have 

more physician coverage now than they’ve had in many years. 

 

 Again, the action is taking place. It’s taking place on the ground to provide health 

care services to that community, just like we’re taking action throughout the province 

(Interruption) 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. 

 

 The honourable Minister of Health and Wellness has the floor. 

 

 MR. DELOREY: . . . just like we’re taking action right across this province to 

improve primary care services, mental health services, and continuing care services for all 

Nova Scotians. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou West. 

 

JUSTICE: WATERVILLE YOUNG OFFENDER - ADULT SENTENCE 

 

 MS. KARLA MACFARLANE: Mr. Speaker, my question through you is to the 

Minister of Justice. On September 26th, in this Chamber, a number of questions from 

members, including myself, asked the minister about the murderer of Daniel Pellerin, and 

if the murderer should return to the youth facility in Waterville, given the offender’s public 

disclosure of his plans to kill a youth caseworker. 
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 I’m certain the minister is aware that this offender has yet again, sadly, assaulted 

another inmate, just two days ago. Does the minister believe that this time the offender 

should serve his time in an adult jail? 

 

 HON. MARK FUREY: I thank my colleague for the question. As my colleague 

would know, yes, I am familiar with the circumstances that just recently occurred. The 

police have been involved. I can’t speak specifically to the individual but I want to assure 

my colleague that the courts make those decisions, Mr. Speaker. We know of recent cases, 

including these circumstances, where the court made a decision. We respect the decision 

of the court; we’re obligated to do so. 

 

 We believe that the system put in place by the staff at the Waterville facility 

provides the highest level of safety and security for the residents and the employees who 

work there and we’ll continue with that as our priority. 

 

 MS. MACFARLANE: This is an offender whom the employees are terrified of. I 

may remind the Chamber that a ruckus in 2016 had many bones broken, concussions. One 

man had to have his hip bone grafted to help keep his teeth in place. 

 

 I want to know, because Crown Attorney Jim Fyfe asked Judge Ronda van der 

Hoek to remand the offender to the provincial jail in Burnside until his next court 

appearance, arguing that he was charged as an adult and should therefore be in an adult 

jail, would the minister not agree that this would be correct? 

 

 MR. FUREY: Mr. Speaker, I’m well aware of the court process and the system. 

This is a matter before the court. The courts will make a decision based on the evidence 

presented. The prosecutor has taken a position. I’m sure that he or she will have supporting 

rationale as to why they’ve taken that position and the judge will make a determination 

based on facts. That’s the reality of where we find ourselves. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth South. 

 

EECD: INCLUSIVE EDUC. COMMISSION - FUNDING COMMIT. 

 

 MS. CLAUDIA CHENDER: Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Minister of 

Education and Early Childhood Development. Yesterday I asked the minister about 

shortages of teachers across the province. Well there’s also a shortage of guidance 

counsellors. Given the poor relationship between this government and people working in 

the education system, few are willing to speak publicly about their concerns but some have 

taken to social media, like this picture recently posted on Facebook - and I’ll table it - of a 

sign on the door of one guidance counsellor asking students to be patient as they try to care 

for 655 young people. 
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 Although we know the government hired some additional staff to address the crisis 

in Cape Breton, we need to do better than reacting to tragedy. Mr. Speaker, is the minister 

satisfied that Citadel High, Millwood High, J.L. Ilsley High, and other schools opened in 

September with fewer guidance counsellors than they had the previous school year? 

 

 HON. ZACH CHURCHILL: Mr. Speaker, a very important question in terms of 

allocation of resources, making sure that they’re going where they need to, to support those 

children who are in the most need in our system. We have increased the amount of student 

psychologists, mental health supports in the system. I think that’s important to note. That 

has improved every single year since we’ve been in. 

 

 The Commission on Inclusive Education currently is looking at this particular 

question, as well, and if we should adjust the funding model and the allocation of these 

resources in the system. We do anxiously await their findings and, in the meantime, we’ll 

work with our boards on any specific cases of concern that do arise. Thank you. 

 

 MS. CHENDER: Mr. Speaker, despite assurances to the contrary, there continues, 

based on the information that we have received anecdotally, to be a shortage of other 

specialists in the classroom. These professionals work with our most vulnerable students, 

and without them we run the risk of children falling through the cracks. 

 

 Mr. Speaker, speech-language pathologists are being asked to take on additional 

schools. Some cover more than six schools, an individual staff person. We know that we 

need more educational program assistants in the classroom to support learners with diverse 

needs. This need for additional supports in our classrooms has been raised loud and clear 

by teachers and parents, many of whom were outside this Legislature in February. It seems 

that the situation is only getting worse. 

 

 Mr. Speaker, the Minister of Education and Early Childhood Development loves to 

talk about the Commission on Inclusive Education, so I will ask the minister, can he end 

the uncertainty for parents and teachers and commit today to fund the implementation of 

the recommendations of that commission? 

 

 MR. CHURCHILL: It is important to note that special support needs have been 

protected by this government, unlike previous governments who have reduced those 

supports because of declining enrolment. We provided additional funding to the boards to 

hold and enhance those services. We have hired more speech pathologists in the system. 

We have hired more mental health clinicians. By the end of our term every single school 

in this province will have access to mental health clinicians through the SchoolsPlus 

program. 

 

I wish we took more time in this Legislature to recognize all the great stories of 

success where these people are having life-changing impacts on our students. There are 
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challenges in this system. They are systemic and that’s why we are moving forward to 

transform this system so it better serves every single student in it. Thank you. 

 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Colchester-Musquodoboit Valley. 

 

H&W - NURSING HOMES: FUNDING - INCREASE 

 

MR. LARRY HARRISON: Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Minister of Health 

and Wellness. Going back to the story that was in the paper today concerning long-term 

care, a CBC report says that the last two years there have been 46 confirmed cases of 

emotional, physical, sexual abuse in our province’s nursing homes. A long-time advocate 

for elder care says nursing homes are understaffed, which contributes to this terrible 

situation.  

 

So, will the minister restore funding to nursing homes to decrease the amount of 

abuse on the residents? 

 

HON. RANDY DELOREY: Mr. Speaker, I thank the member for raising this very 

important question. It’s very important for members of this Legislature to know and it may 

be important information to share with their constituents as well and, perhaps, even family 

members - we’re one of three provinces across this country that actually has legislation, 

the Protection for Persons in Care Act, to ensure that we have the appropriate process in 

place to respond if there are issues wherein people do not follow the rules governing the 

care of persons in our residences.  

 

You know that any time a situation comes when the people who are working, or the 

environment does not provide the care and the services that we expect that are defined by 

the licences, action needs to be taken. That’s why we perform the investigation, we have 

this Act in place. 

 

MR. HARRISON: Mr. Speaker, I have in my lifetime visited numerous nursing 

homes in both professions and I’ve seen staff who have gone way above the call of duty 

but, sadly, we just don’t have enough of those individuals. The information in the CBC 

story shows that facilities do not always report allegations of abuse. I have met so many 

seniors who have said they are afraid to say anything because their lifeline is those 

individuals who look after them day in and day out, and they are afraid to say anything. 

 

Seniors advocate Gary MacLeod told CBC the Protection for Persons in Care team 

is understaffed - will the minister increase resources to the Protection for Persons in Care 

team to make nursing homes safer? 

 

MR. DELOREY: Mr. Speaker, I’d like to let the member know and just take the 

opportunity that if the member or anyone knows of an allegation of abuse or mistreatment 
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within our facilities they can call 1-800-225-7225 to report to the staff, who will look into 

the situation. 

 

With respect to whether or not we have enough staff to fulfill the Protection for 

Persons in Care Act, all allegations that are reported to the department through this Act 

which, again, that phone number provides that we look into those situations within 24 hours 

to get the information that’s needed to take the necessary steps moving forward. That may 

include a more detailed investigation. Actions taken against the facility or individuals 

reports back to professional bodies and, in the worst of worst situations, reports to criminal 

charges through the RCMP or the police force. Thank you. 

 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cumberland North. 

 

H&W - FOREIGN PHYSICIANS: ACAD. STUDY SOLUTION - CREATE 

 

MS. ELIZABETH SMITH-MCCROSSIN: Mr. Speaker, I have a question for the 

Minister of Health and Wellness. The College of Physicians and Surgeons of Nova Scotia 

have changed their requirements for licensing foreign doctors here in Nova Scotia. Those 

that have come here since 2015 now must have passed certification, which will require 

them to pass the Canadian exams for their specialty. Without passing these exams, they 

will not be able to continue to practise medicine here in Nova Scotia. 

 

[2:30 p.m.] 

 

These physicians are an important part of our health care system. Most of these 

physicians work full-time hours and do not have close access to an academic setting to 

support studying for these exams. 

 

The question I have to the Minister of Health and Wellness is, would the 

Department of Health and Wellness work with Dalhousie Medical School and the College 

of Physicians and Surgeons of Nova Scotia to create an academic study solution so that we 

can help support these physicians to pass these exams so they can stay and practise 

medicine here in Nova Scotia? 

 

HON. RANDY DELOREY: Mr. Speaker, again I thank the member for raising this 

question on the floor of the House. Indeed, as the member referenced in the preamble the 

concern around changes to how the college, the professional body that governs and licenses 

physicians, has enhanced the requirements which has affected some physicians in the 

Province of Nova Scotia. 

 

 Indeed, Mr. Speaker, we’ve committed to working with the college. This question 

came up at a meeting with Doctors Nova Scotia which the Registrar for Doctors Nova 

Scotia was at as well. So indeed, I think this is an issue that has been brought forward that 
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is on the radars of many, and we’re committed to working together to try to both manage 

the safety of the environment but also the needs of our physicians. 

 

 MS. SMITH-MCCROSSIN: Thank you to the minister for your answer. I know 

that recently this week we unfortunately had a physician in Cumberland who reached out 

to Dalhousie Medical School to look for supports to help them prepare for the exam, and 

they were denied. 

 

 I realize that the College of Physicians and Surgeons is separate from the 

Department of Health and Wellness but I thought that if the Department of Health and 

Wellness could work with Dalhousie Medical School to offer solutions, with especially the 

rural physicians who live two hours away from Dalhousie, that it may indeed help these 

physicians to pass the exam. 

 

 I’m wondering, would the minister make that commitment to try to encourage Dal 

to work with these physicians? 

 

 MR. DELOREY: Mr. Speaker, it pleases me to stand here to acknowledge the 

member opposite. Far too often in this Legislature when people on the opposite side, 

members of the Official Opposition, rise to make a position they come to criticize but not 

with recommendations and solutions - recommendations move forward and I appreciate 

the suggestion that the member has brought forward here and, of course as I’ve already 

indicated, we are working and that’s a suggestion that’s brought forward and I’ll certainly 

be bringing it, as part of the work that we’re doing, into consideration. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Northside-Westmount. 

 

LAE - UNIVERSITY FUNDING: GOV’T. (N.S.) - RESPONSIBILITY 

 

MR. EDDIE ORRELL: Mr. Speaker, my question is to the Minister of Labour and 

Advanced Education. 

 

Previously we asked this government yet again why they failed to give CBU the 

same treatment as they gave Acadia. When I asked the Minister of Labour and Advanced 

Education about this he told us that he gave them more than their ask, and he repeated his 

claim in the media - and I can table those. 

 

 We showed yesterday how wrong the minister was by tabling a FOIPOP showing 

the direct ask for government by CBU was $4.1 million. Now I know the minister is an 

accountant and I’m not, but I did confirm with the member for Cumberland South, who is 

a chartered accountant, that $4.1 million is more than $1 million. 
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 My question to the minister is, why did the minister tell the members of this House 

and the public that CBU was given more funding than they asked for when it was clearly 

not? 

 

 HON. LABI KOUSOULIS: Mr. Speaker, it’s my pleasure to get up and clarify the 

question that came today and the question that came yesterday. It’s very simple - the $4.1 

million that was asked for by CBU was a one-time ask. What we did is we gave them $1 

million a year embedded in their funding, which is continuous on a go-forward basis. CBU 

identified $4.1 million as a shortfall over the next five years that they required. They asked 

the department for a one-time ask of $4.1 million. 

 

 What we did is we looked at it and we said we’re going to bump up the funding $1 

million a year which, over the next five years will be $5 million, but over the next 10, 20 

years, could be $10 million, $20 million (Interruptions) 

 

 Mr. Speaker, as I’ve said, it’s embedded in their funding and it is continuous. Thank 

you. 

 

 MR. ORRELL: Mr. Speaker, Acadia was also not asked to pay back a $7 million 

SOFI loan that everyone else was required to do. The Premier said it was because of a 

promise made by the previous government, but the CBC showed that Acadia was 

requesting an extension consistently between 2011 and 2017 and they were denied. 

Alternatively, the Minister of Labour and Advanced Education said it was because of a 

report by Deloitte & Touche. Now neither of these stories points to the previous 

government - this government is fully responsible. 

 

So, my question is, who has the right answer - is it the Premier or the Minister of 

Labour and Advanced Education? 

 

 MR. KOUSOULIS: I’d like to say that myself and the Premier, we’re always both 

right. 

 

It’s very simple - Acadia went to the previous government and they asked for 

funding to help them with their operations. What the previous government did is they gave 

them a SOFI loan, which was intended for infrastructure. Mr. Speaker, there was no 

infrastructure tied to that loan. The loan was forgiven. That was the original term that was 

given to Acadia, take this money, you can cover your operation, but infrastructure money 

was given to them. 

 

 To clarify my comments to the CBC, what I said was as we looked at making 

Acadia whole in terms of their funding, why would we sit there and give them money on 

one hand and take money on the other hand? It made no sense. We levelled the playing 

field, $3.5 million added to their budget, and the SOFI loan was eliminated as was promised 

by the previous government. 
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 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth North. 

 

COM. SERV. - INCOME ASSIST.: CHILD SUPP. CLAWBACK - TIMELINE 

 

 MS. SUSAN LEBLANC: Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Minister of 

Community Services. I recently asked the minister about the clawback of child support 

from recipients of income assistance, and I was encouraged by her response. On October 

18th, the government announced improvements to the process of the enforcement and 

collection of child support. 

 

Mr. Speaker, will the minister please provide a timeline for ending the clawback of 

child support payments from single parents receiving income assistance? 

 

 HON. KELLY REGAN: Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the honourable member for 

the question. As she is aware, because we’ve discussed it quite a bit during Budget 

Estimates, we’re in the process of transformation of the department and as soon as we’re 

able to give you more information on any of the initiatives that we determine we’re going 

to undertake, we will be happy to share them with the House. 

 

 MS. LEBLANC: Mr. Speaker, ending the clawback of child support will put an 

average of $2,000 annually, per child, back in the pockets of single parents receiving 

income assistance. We appreciate the steps taken to collect the millions owed to children; 

we continue to be concerned that these efforts will have no benefit for children whose 

parents receive income assistance. 

 

Mr. Speaker, will the minister agree to end the clawback of child support and make 

this change retroactive? 

 

 MS. REGAN: Mr. Speaker, as I’ve indicated to the honourable member previously, 

we are in the process of transformation of our employment supports and income assistance 

system. We’ll be happy to share with her any details when they are in fact ready. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Inverness. 

 

H&W - HOSPICE PALLIATIVE CARE: CANADA HEALTH ACT - 

COVERAGE SUPPORT 

 

 MR. ALLAN MACMASTER: Mr. Speaker, a question for the Minister of Health 

and Wellness. Our definition of what palliative care means has changed. Health care 

providers have been educated more on this approach and is being chosen more frequently 

as a method of care. 

 

Would the minister be in favour of the federal government making hospice 

palliative care a medical service covered under the Canada Health Act? 
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 HON. RANDY DELOREY: Mr. Speaker, I thank the member opposite for raising 

this question. The member may or may not be aware, indeed not just from a professional 

perspective, I think as a society we’re becoming more aware of end-of-life care, the 

approaches to ensure that Nova Scotians, that individuals that reach that stage of their life 

have appropriate care and services. That’s one of the reasons why in our previous mandate 

my predecessor, the current Minister of Communities, Culture and Heritage, worked with 

the department and other stakeholders to establish a framework that goes toward 

establishing a hospice facility providing this type of care. 

 

 Again, this is an area that we have taken an active work on. Thank you. 

 

 MR. MACMASTER: No answer there on whether the minister would be in favour 

of that. 

 

I can understand the minister’s reservation, the province would then be forced to 

ensure that full palliative care is provided, and it would affect our province more than other 

provinces because of our aging population. We know the deal this government signed when 

it broke ranks from the other provinces. They seem to be more in favour of the federal 

government’s interests than our own and our people here in Nova Scotia. 

 

 I think of one example, oxygen at home for people suffering from breathlessness. 

In 2014, I asked the former Minister of Health and Wellness this question - and I’ll table 

that - and he indicated a provincial palliative care program will be addressed. 

 

Mr. Speaker, why do palliative care societies continue to have to fundraise for this 

medical service, because while it is free for people in hospital it is not free for everyone at 

home? 

 

 MR. DELOREY: Mr. Speaker, as the member mentioned in the preamble of the 

first question, there have been a lot of advances and changes both in terms of a recognition 

of the nature and the opportunities and the approaches to end-of-life care. That includes a 

wide variety, as the member mentioned. There are facilities and there is certain care that’s 

provided in a hospital setting. There are individuals who receive this type of care in a home 

setting now. They can receive this care, the support of a wide range of clinicians, including 

paramedics - their scope of practice has expanded. Again, it is an emerging and evolving 

area of health care. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cole Harbour-Eastern Passage. 

 

H&W - ALZHEIMER SOC.: GRANT EXTENSION - COMMIT. 

 

 MS. BARBARA ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Minister of Health 

and Wellness. As we’re all aware, the number of new Canadians diagnosed with 
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Alzheimer’s each year is growing. Last year, over 25,000 loved ones learned that they were 

going to be personally facing this challenge. 

 

 As we’ve heard in this House, it is the family and the caregivers who take on the 

selfless task of looking after those who are dealing with this chronic health condition. With 

the government’s increased focus on people aging in place, we all know that this increased 

attention and programming needs to be funded to allow for the training and support for 

non-health professionals taking on the task of being unpaid caregivers. 

 

 The Alzheimer Society’s grant of $400,000 over three years comes to an end in 

March 2018. My question to the minister is, will he commit today to extending that grant 

for the next three years, or even better, commit to permanent funding for this organization, 

to allow them to be the leaders in further developing and implementing Nova Scotia’s 

dementia strategy? 

 

 HON. RANDY DELOREY: Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the member bringing this 

question about Alzheimer’s and dementia to the floor of the Legislature. This is an area 

that goes unacknowledged far too often in our society. 

 

 Earlier this week I had the privilege, in my role as Minister of Health and Wellness, 

to attend a conference - I believe it’s the 28th annual conference of the Alzheimer Society 

of Nova Scotia - where they praised the work and the collaboration that’s been taking place 

between the society and those advocates and care providers and the Province of Nova 

Scotia. Again, we’ve done great work with their support. We continue to support them. 

 

 I look forward to the following question. 

 

 MS. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I’m not sure if I can interpret that as a “yes,” but I’m 

going to put that out to the universe. 

 

 There is no one sitting here today who does not know somebody with arthritis. In 

fact, given all of our ages, we might be hard pressed to find somebody sitting here who 

doesn’t already experience the pain and functional challenges that come from the hundreds 

of varieties of rheumatoid and osteoarthritis, as well as other arthritic conditions. 

 

 Given the impact on one’s quality of life and ability to work with these health 

challenges, one would assume that there is funding for the only non-profit organization in 

the province solely devoted to helping those with arthritis. However, this is not the case. 

 

 The Nova Scotia Arthritis Society does not have any funding. Will the minister 

commit today to providing similar funding to the Arthritis Society as he does to the 

Alzheimer Society? 
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 MR. DELOREY: Mr. Speaker, I thank the member for bringing this question to the 

floor of the House. It’s obviously an area that the member is passionate about. She spoke 

about these conditions during Budget Estimates as well. 

 

 As the member would know, major budget commitments are outlined in our budget 

document - a budget that’s been tabled and debated extensively, and indeed, the Estimates 

passed earlier this session. The organizations - even if they haven’t received direct, 

dedicated funding identified in the budget - to recognize that there are many program and 

granting opportunities through the Nova Scotia Health Authority and/or the Department of 

Health and Wellness, that organizations are able to receive funding that may not be 

explicitly outlined or identified through the budget process. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Leader of the Official Opposition. 

 

EECD: SPRINGHILL ELEM. - FUNDING APPROVAL 

 

 HON. JAMIE BAILLIE: Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Minister of Education 

and Early Childhood Development. The school capital construction project list for the 

Chignecto-Central School Board continues to show a new elementary school for Springhill 

as their number-one priority, second overall to an addition in another part of the province. 

 

 All that’s required now is for the Minister of Education and Early Childhood 

Development to approve the funding so the students of Springhill can get the elementary 

school that they deserve. I’d like to ask the minister, will he now tell the House if Springhill 

Elementary will be approved for funding by his department this year so that those kids can 

get the education they deserve? 

 

 HON. ZACH CHURCHILL: Mr. Speaker, there are a lot of capital pressures on 

our system. We have over 50 priorities that have been submitted to the department. We are 

in the process of reviewing those on a priority basis. Our focus will always be on investing 

in the capital projects where the highest need is. That process is ongoing now, and we do 

hope to have our full capital plan released before the New Year. 

 

 MR. BAILLIE: I do want to point out that a new elementary school for Springhill 

has been at the top of the priority list for Chignecto-Central for five years now. I would 

like to share with the minister the reasons why. I have the project description done by the 

engineers of the school board with me. It says, and I quote directly, “Primary reasons for 

closing the schools is the inability to provide a complete Public School Program at” West 

End Memorial Elementary, “and there is no grounds space for expansion at” Junction Road 

Elementary. 

 

 Would the minister agree that when the schools are no longer able to provide a 

complete public school program because of their decrepit state, it’s time to approve a new 

elementary school for Springhill? 
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[2:45 p.m.] 

 

 MR. CHURCHILL: Of course, I do agree with the spirit of those comments. We 

want our children to have access to the best, most modern facilities possible. We are 

working our way through that process to ensure that those areas of the highest need, that 

need these funds, receive them in a timely manner. There’s a lot of pressure on the system 

financially. These are incredibly expensive projects. I look forward to releasing our final 

list once they have undergone the complete approval process. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Needham. 

 

LAE - LOAN FORGIVENESS PROG.: ELIGIBILITY - EXPLAIN 

 

 MS. LISA ROBERTS: My question is for the Minister of Labour and Advanced 

Education. I recently heard from a constituent who self-funded her first degree but 

struggled to find meaningful work in the province after that. So she returned for a diploma 

program at Dalhousie University a few years later and took out student loans to pay for her 

fees.  

 

In her letter to me, she said the loans seemed reasonable as she was set to start a 

career in the then-booming film industry. However, when the industry crashed after the 

government cancelled the film tax credit, my constituent’s prospects disappeared. Now, 

she is scrambling to make ends meet because her loans for that diploma program are not 

eligible for the Nova Scotia Loan Forgiveness Program. 

 

Can the minister explain why students upgrading their qualifications in order to 

attach to the labour market are excluded from accessing the same benefits as bachelor 

degree students? 

 

 HON. LABI KOUSOULIS: The answer to that is very simple. The forgiveness to 

the student loan is meant for your first degree, your bachelor’s degree. It’s not meant for 

people who are upgrading, getting master’s or doctorate degrees. It is for individuals to get 

their first degree and get their career started. 

 

 MS. ROBERTS: My constituent self-funded her first degree. She’s committed to 

staying in her home province but is finding her debt unmanageable. Had she taken a degree 

rather than a diploma, she could have saved herself $10,000 through the Loan Forgiveness 

Program. If this government is so concerned about helping young people attain the skills 

and qualifications they need to find good jobs here in Nova Scotia, why are those trying to 

fast-track their education being punished for doing so? Will the Minister of Labour and 

Advanced Education commit to changing the student assistance program to allow diploma 

students to qualify for the Loan Forgiveness Program? 
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 MR. KOUSOULIS: What I will commit to is expanding the program as much as 

our finances allow us to. This is a great program. It actually amounts to more than $10,000. 

It amounts to over $30,000 in loan forgiveness. I would like all Nova Scotians to 

understand this program. Anyone who qualifies for a Nova Scotia student loan - $6,800 a 

year is the maximum amount - upon graduation, and that’s up to five years of university 

undergraduate, your total loan is wiped out to zero. To go a step further, for any individuals 

who might have a disability, we have made it 10 years for them to ensure that they can get 

an undergraduate degree. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cape Breton-Richmond. 

 

 MS. ALANA PAON: I’m doubtful that I’m going to get a response to this question, 

so I’m going to start with this. In 2013 as a farmer in Antigonish County, a young man 

came to my doorstep after I had met him at an event. He currently now sits in this House. 

He was asking for my vote, and he came to my farm and sat with me on my verandah for 

about an hour. I thought, I think that maybe this young man might actually make a 

difference. This young man, I don’t see him in this House any longer, I’m very sad to say. 

He has become a regurgitator of talking points, or an actor speaking a script perhaps 

(Interruption) I am going to say that. He actually put it to me that perhaps I should run for 

politics, and I did . . .  

 

 MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. The time allotted for Oral Questions Put by 

Members to Ministers has expired. 

 

 GOVERNMENT BUSINESS 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Government House Leader. 

 

 HON. GEOFF MACLELLAN: Mr. Speaker, would you please call the order of 

business, Private and Local Bills for Third Reading. 

 

 PRIVATE AND LOCAL BILLS FOR THIRD READING 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Government House Leader. 

 

 HON. GEOFF MACLELLAN: Mr. Speaker, would you please call Bill No. 18. 

 

 Bill No. 18 - Congregation of Notre Dame, Saint Joseph Province Dissolution 

Act. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Bedford. 

 

 HON. KELLY REGAN: Mr. Speaker, I move that Bill No. 18 be now read a third 

time and do pass.  
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 MR. SPEAKER: The motion is for third reading of Bill No. 18. Would all those in 

favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay. 

 

 The motion is carried. 

 

 Ordered that this bill do pass. Ordered that the title be as read by the Clerk. Ordered 

that the bill be engrossed. 

 

 The honourable Government House Leader. 

 

 HON. GEOFF MACLELLAN: Mr. Speaker, would you please call Bill No. 24.  

  

Bill No. 24 - An Act Respecting Canadian Baptists of Atlantic Canada. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings South. 

 

 MR. KEITH IRVING: Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the member for Chester-St. 

Margaret’s, I move Bill No. 24 be now read a third time and do pass. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The motion is for third reading of Bill No. 24. Would all those in 

favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay. 

 

 The motion is carried. 

 

 Ordered that this bill do pass. Ordered that the title be as read by the Clerk. Ordered 

that the bill be engrossed. 

 

 The honourable Government House Leader. 

 

 HON. GEOFF MACLELLAN: Mr. Speaker, would you please call Bill No. 36.  

 

 Bill No. 36 - Lunenburg Common Lands (2017) Act. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Lunenburg. 

 

 MS. SUZANNE LOHNES-CROFT: Mr. Speaker, I move Bill No. 36 be now read 

for a third time and do pass. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The motion is for third reading of Bill No. 36. Would all those in 

favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay. 

 

 The motion is carried. 
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 Ordered that this bill do pass. Ordered that the title be as read by the Clerk. Ordered 

that the bill be engrossed. 

 

 The honourable Government House Leader. 

 

 HON. GEOFF MACLELLAN: Mr. Speaker, would you please call Bill No. 41. 

 

 Bill No. 41 - Digby Water Commission Act. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Clare-Digby. 

 

 MR. GORDON WILSON: Mr. Speaker, I move that Bill No. 41 be read for a third 

time and do pass. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The motion is for third reading of Bill No. 41. Would all those in 

favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay. 

 

 The motion is carried. 

 

 Ordered that this bill do pass. Ordered that the title be as read by the Clerk. Ordered 

that the bill be engrossed. 

 

 The honourable Government House Leader. 

 

 HON. GEOFF MACLELLAN: Mr. Speaker, I would now like to deal with an issue 

that requires unanimous consent of the House. It’s regarding Private and Local Bill No. 13, 

an Act to Incorporate Harmony Cemetery Company, in the County of Colchester.  

 

This bill was proceeding through the Private and Local Bills process but because 

of public advertising requirements it didn’t make the initial meeting of the Private and 

Local Bills Committee this week. It did however meet through the committee and was 

considered by the committee this morning, and it did pass with no amendments, nothing 

changed.  

 

We now ask for unanimous consent of the House to read this bill for the third time 

and do pass. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The motion is for third reading of Bill No. 13.  

 

 Is it agreed? 

 

 It is agreed. 

 

 The honourable Government House Leader. 
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 HON. GEOFF MACLELLAN: Mr. Speaker, would you please call Bill No. 13. 

 

 Bill No. 13 - An Act to Incorporate Harmony Cemetery Company, in the 

County of Colchester.  

  

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Colchester-Musquodoboit Valley. 

 

 MR. LARRY HARRISON: Mr. Speaker, I move Bill No. 13 be read a third time 

and do pass. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The motion is for third reading of Bill No. 13. Would all those in 

favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay. 

 

 The motion is carried. 

 

 Ordered that this bill do pass. Ordered that the title be as read by the Clerk. Ordered 

that the bill be engrossed. 

 

 The honourable Government House Leader. 

 

 HON. GEOFF MACLELLAN: Mr. Speaker, could I ask the indulgence of the 

House for a few minutes recess while the Minister of Justice finishes with the media? 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: Is it agreed? 

 

 It is agreed. 

 

 The House will now recess for a few minutes. 

 

 [2:55 p.m. The House recessed.] 

 

 [3:01 p.m. The House reconvened.] 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. 

 

 The honourable Government House Leader. 

 

 HON. GEOFF MACLELLAN: Mr. Speaker, would you please call the order of 

business, Public Bills for Third Reading. 

 

 PUBLIC BILLS FOR THIRD READING 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Government House Leader. 
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 HON. GEOFF MACLELLAN: Mr. Speaker, would you please call Bill No. 16. 

 

 Bill No. 16 - Adult Capacity and Decision-making Act. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Justice. 

 

 HON. MARK FUREY: Mr. Speaker, I move that Bill No. 16, the Adult Capacity 

and Decision-making Act be now read a third time. 

 

 Three weeks ago, our government introduced new legislation to promote the rights 

of adult Nova Scotians who cannot make some important decisions for themselves. The 

Nova Scotia Supreme Court was critical of the Incompetent Persons Act and, in 2016, it 

determined that certain sections of the Act were unconstitutional and government agreed. 

The court said that the all-or-nothing approach to capacity did not allow a court to tailor a 

guardianship order so that a person subject to that order could make decisions in areas in 

which they are capable. In essence, the Incompetent Persons Act failed to uphold the rights 

most Canadians take for granted. The court gave government one year to replace the Act. 

The new legislation must be in place by December 28, 2017.  

 

We have brought forward modernized legislation that addresses the concerns raised 

by the courts and represents significant progress in promoting the rights of people with 

diminished capacity. We took the time through consultation, to strengthen the rights of 

Nova Scotians impacted by this legislation. The Adult Capacity and Decision-making Bill 

states that an adult has the right to dignity and autonomy and that this must be respected. 

It confirms that adults have the legal right to make their own decisions. A court will not 

interfere with the right unless it is necessary to do so. People who make decisions for 

another adult must do so in the least restrictive and least intrusive way possible. The court, 

before granting an order, must be satisfied that the applicant has considered and, where 

appropriate, tried less intrusive and less restrictive options that promote and protect the 

adult’s well-being and financial interest. 

 

The representatives must inform the adult of decisions and encourage their 

participation in those decisions and they must always consider the adult’s prior instructions, 

wishes, values, and beliefs when making those decisions. The representative is responsible 

for making decisions in the areas and only those areas where the person does not have 

capacity. We consulted with experts, with guardians, with people with intellectual 

disabilities, and organizations that represent them. We also heard from them at the Law 

Amendments Committee and we have continued the important conversations with our 

Opposition colleagues. Feedback largely came under three general themes: supportive 

decision making, transitioning guardianship orders to representation orders under the new 

Act, and state-funded legal representation. 

 

We have listened, we have heard, and we have responded. We have added a 

provision requiring that government review the legislation within three years. This review 
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will include consideration of supported decision making. It will include as well, thorough 

and exhaustive consultation. The results will come to the Legislature. 

 

 We heard concerns about the transition from guardianship to representation. 

Current guardians become representatives under the new Act and their duties and 

obligations change to those of representatives. The guardian must return to court if the 

guardian recognizes that the adult has capacity in some areas of decision making or if the 

adult’s needs or circumstances change - for example, the adult regains capacity. 

 

 We heard concerns that this wasn’t strong enough. We added a provision that 

reinforces that any person, including an adult under an existing guardianship order under 

the former Act, can ask the court to review the guardianship order to ensure that it is still 

appropriate under the new Act. 

 

 Third, Mr. Speaker, we heard from many parties that state-funded legal advice 

would be important for people involved in orders under this and the former legislation. We 

have responded by setting up an agreement with Nova Scotia Legal Aid to provide legal 

support to adults who are affected by this legislation. Legal Aid has also agreed to facilitate 

access to legal support for applicants who qualify for legal aid services. 

 

 Our government continues to consider the needs of the people affected by this 

legislation. This is a significant shift for those whose professional work or personal lives 

are affected by the Act. Training for professionals and educational sessions and materials 

for the public will help to ensure that the change to representation under the new Act 

happens relatively smoothly. 

 

 The Public Trustee’s Office will play an increased role under this Act in providing 

this education and information. This work is in addition to their role to receive complaints 

and, when ordered by the court, to review reports from representatives. Much of the 

preparation, including the drafting of regulations and new forms, has begun. We believe 

this bill will achieve its intended objectives. The review will give us the opportunity to 

ensure we are on the right track. The new Act will bring Nova Scotia a long way forward 

in this area of the law. 

 

 With those few comments, Mr. Speaker, I look forward to the comments of my 

colleagues. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou West. 

 

 MS. KARLA MACFARLANE: I want to thank the minister for his comments. We 

have finally arrived at third reading. From my end and perspective, sadly with much 

disappointment, but again I do want to take this opportunity to thank the Premier and thank 

the Minister of Justice for arranging for myself and the member for Dartmouth South to 

engage in a meeting pertaining to this bill and, as well, Bill No. 27, with his colleagues at 
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the Department of Justice. I think that was very generous and I appreciate that we had that 

opportunity. 

 

 At the meeting, one of the lawyers who worked on this particular bill looked at my 

file and joked and said that it was much thicker than theirs. We had a good chuckle about 

that because, Mr. Speaker, I really left no stone unturned with this bill. I wrote down every 

comment made, as well as suggestions, ideas, positive or critical, and I met with many 

stakeholders and, as well, attended Law Amendments Committee.  

 

It has been a profound, humbling experience actually for me, as an MLA of only 

four years and I’ve learned one really big lesson, and that is if I ever had the honour and 

opportunity to be a minister, I promise myself this, that I will do my personal best to meet 

and listen to every single stakeholder.  

 

 The Nova Scotia Law Reform Commission identified major problems with this 

legislation in 1995, 22 years ago, and today I don’t think the bill is much better. Mr. 

Speaker, I know the amendments that myself and my colleague from Dartmouth South put 

forward were very good and I think - not intentionally, but it worked out really well - that 

strategically there were only a few amendments that really crossed each other.  

 

 I know that I spent much time trying to understand this bill and, let me be clear, 

much effort has gone into this bill from many, including the employees at the Department 

of Justice. I know their efforts came from a sincere place but, Mr. Speaker, there is nothing 

in this bill to elevate those who need to access this bill. Through this bill we have not made 

it possible for people to have supported decision making on their behalf, as an alternative 

to their guardians.  

 

 I feel that the truth is that something really good happened here last night in this 

Chamber with Bill No. 27 during Committee of the Whole. Then came Bill No. 16 and 

although I remained hopeful, I sadly went home and for hours wondered what more could 

I have done? I sat there and I felt that I have failed. I have failed some of the most vulnerable 

people in our society. I really have and I will take ownership of that because, obviously, I 

was not able to articulate well enough what my five simple amendments could do to make 

this bill more powerful and strengthen the bill. 

 

 Some moments take a lifetime to get over, this will be one of them. I think I will 

go into the future knowing that there are people being left behind. Again, these are the 

people who need our help, they need assistance. I know this job has always allowed my 

passion to meet purpose, and that is helping people, but last night I felt that I had failed 

them.  

 

 Now I am just really a perpetual witness to the inequality with this bill. Feeling 

socially connected, faith, values and self reliance was what people expected with this bill. 

The other day someone said, you must have to have thick skin to be in this profession and 



THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 ASSEMBLY DEBATES 1817 

 

I said to them, no, you need porous skin. You need porous skin because you still need to 

be able to feel so that you can make the right decision. I’m not wanting to assign any blame 

to this bill and why it’s not meeting the basic rights of those whom we were wanting it to 

meet.  

 

 I am convinced it will not do the following: it will not promote the dignity, 

autonomy, independence, social inclusion and freedom of decision-making adults. I know 

last night I mentioned that the bill is not going to meet the United Nations Convention on 

the Rights of Persons with Disabilities which was ratified by Canada in 2010. I know that 

I used the words ”access” and “accommodations” over and over again, and last evening 

with my five amendments, one of them that I was truly hoping that all consideration would 

have been given to was the simple one that was located on Page 14, Clause 27(4), Line 1, 

delete “act” and substitute with “advise or act”. 

 

[3:15 p.m.] 

 

 As I close in third reading, I want everyone to think for a moment, to put yourself 

in this situation. You go out today on your way home and you get in a car accident, and 

you become a paraplegic. So, you’re not able to look after your hygiene, you’re not able to 

get up and go for a walk, or go to a bar, or take a drive anywhere, but you’re able to 

communicate - because, luckily, you still have your mind. But you have to have a guardian 

to make all of these other decisions for you that you can’t make. That guardian now has all 

authority - because they can’t advise, they act on your behalf for everything. 

 

So, I end with this - is that, maybe, perhaps, that this bill is a start, and that we can 

move forward, and if there was one thing, one out of those five amendments, I would hope 

that perhaps the minister will reconsider and put that word “advise” in, because I think it 

changes a lot for the betterment of those who plan to use this bill. 

 

So, with those words, I thank you for giving me the opportunity, and I look forward 

to what our other colleagues have to say. 

 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth South. 

 

MS. CLAUDIA CHENDER: It is with sadness that I rise on the last day of this 

session to speak for a final time to the Adult Capacity and Decision-making Bill. When I 

rose earlier this week to make remarks, I closed by stating that I hoped that someone was 

listening and, for a moment, it seemed as though someone was. 

 

The media was quick to note that the government paused, and that they were 

considering the comments of myself and my colleagues, and those at Law Amendments 

Committee. Sadly, that pause seems to have been little more than public relations. 
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After analysis by the Department of Justice, the bill came back before this House 

yesterday virtually unchanged. Undeterred, the Opposition proposed dozens of 

amendments - some large, and some small, but all meaningful. And all for the purpose of 

ensuring that people subject to representation orders have the support they need to exercise 

their most basic rights to life, liberty, and security of their persons. 

 

The government voted down every single amendment. They were not listening - 

not to other members of this House, not to the dozens of experts who were consulted, who 

cajoled, who wrote open letters, sent amendments, and have spent hours in this gallery, 

hoping, just hoping, that their government would do the right thing. 

 

We have had one victory this week - and that is that people subject to representation 

orders will be able to access legal aid, and I thank the minister and his department for that, 

and it’s very important to mark that victory. 

 

However, I have serious concerns about how this information will be made 

available. The minister says that via the Public Trustee, we will have education and 

outreach around the subject of this Act. I hope that’s true, but let’s be honest - the track 

record is not great. 

 

When asked why the government took the unusual step of sending this bill back to 

the department earlier this week, the Premier told the media that they weren’t given the 

Opposition amendments in advance, that they were somehow surprised that in Committee 

of the Whole, where our job is to offer amendments, that we offered amendments. This is 

ridiculous. We have a process for feedback and consideration, and that process is the Law 

Amendments Committee. 

 

At Law Amendments Committee, we heard from seven presenters, all of whom 

spoke against the bill. Every amendment we proposed, every point that has been made, was 

made there, was made better, was made more strongly, by the people most impacted by 

this bill - and the government did not listen. So why the pause? I don’t know. I hope it was 

a genuine effort to improve the bill - unfortunately, it failed. 

 

It’s especially unfortunate for Autism Nova Scotia; the Canadian Association for 

Community Living; the Canadian Association of Retired People of Nova Scotia; the 

Canadian Council of the Blind Access and Awareness, Nova Scotia chapter; the Canadian 

Mental Health Association, Nova Scotia division; the Community Homes Action Group; 

the Community Living centres; the Disability Rights Coalition; Immigrant Services 

Association of Nova Scotia; L’Arche Atlantic; March of Dimes Canada, Nova Scotia; 

Nova Scotia Association for Community Living; Nova Scotia Residential Agencies 

Association; People First of Canada; People First Nova Scotia; reachAbility; the James 

McGregor Stewart Society; and the Nova Scotia League for Equal Opportunities. They all 

signed the open letter from the People First Canada, Nova Scotia chapter, and supported 

the amendments that they and I proposed, every single one of which was voted down. 
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 Because there is so little difference between this bill and the bill we had before us 

earlier this week, I will reiterate the points I have already made. Chiefly, they are that in 

order to succeed, this bill should establish a supportive decision-making system, recognize 

a different way of defining capacity that takes into account both the spectrum of capacity 

and the definition so it’s not just physical capacity but also takes into account what capacity 

an individual might have with supports, and most importantly be meaningful to those 

affected. On those points, Mr. Speaker, this bill does nothing to meaningfully establish a 

supportive decision-making regime. This is the single core issue around which all 

stakeholders, the international and national community have come together. 

 

 The amendment that was proposed by the government does nothing for this now. It 

tells us that in three years, they’re gonna think about it. That is little comfort. 

 

 Second, the government has not put at the front of its minds the experience of 

people who will be subject to this Act. The definition of capacity has not changed. We 

recognize with words that capacity exists along a spectrum, but we don’t define capacity 

as including what an individual may be able to do with supports, and we grandfather in the 

representation orders from the Incompetent Persons Act, formerly the guardianship orders, 

that do not recognize a spectrum of capacity. They are all or nothing. 

 

 Third, the consultation process for this bill as well as the cyber-security bill was 

lacking, and this needs to change. 

 

 In recognizing the principle of always trying to impose the least restrictions on 

people’s liberty, this bill attempted to shift the tone and content of the legislation and its 

negative impacts in two important ways. First was by updating the definition of capacity. 

This was one of the reasons that the old bill was struck down, and as I have said, they have 

done some work in this regard. Second was recognizing that capacity exists on a spectrum. 

Again, there was some work in this regard, but it’s important to recognize that the bar for 

improvement was low. 

 

 Several times now in this House, I have called the former Incompetent Persons Act 

atrocious. I may be being kind. At the very least there were some serious shortcomings. 

The government has not substantially changed the provisions which grandfather old orders, 

to which I just referred. 

 

 As a signatory to the UN Conference on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, 

Canada has recognized the rights to liberty enshrined in Article 12 of that document. But 

in fact, we recognized those rights in 1982 when the Canadian Charter of Rights and 

Freedoms was enacted. For the benefit of members inclined to pass this bill, here in full is 

the content of Article 12 of the UN CRPD to which we are all signatories: 

 

1. States Parties reaffirm that persons with disabilities have the right to 

recognition everywhere as persons before the law. 
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2. States Parties shall recognize that persons with disabilities enjoy legal 

capacity on an equal basis with others in all aspects of life. 

 

3. States Parties shall take appropriate measures to provide access by 

persons with disabilities to the support they may require in exercising their 

legal capacity. 

 

4. States Parties shall ensure that all measures that relate to the exercise of 

legal capacity provide for appropriate and effective safeguards to prevent 

abuse in accordance with international human rights law. Such safeguards 

shall ensure that measures relating to the exercise of legal capacity respect 

the rights, will and preferences of the person, are free of conflict of interest 

and undue influence, are proportional and tailored to the person’s 

circumstances, apply for the shortest time possible and are subject to regular 

review by a competent, independent and impartial authority or judicial 

body. 

 

Regular review by a competent, independent, and impartial authority or judicial 

body - not only do we not have this in the bill before us, Mr. Speaker, but we don’t even 

have a review of the already unconstitutional orders that are being grandfathered in. 

 

The safeguards shall be proportional to the degree to which such measures 

affect the person’s rights and interests. 

 

5. Subject to the provisions of this article, States Parties shall take all 

appropriate and effective measures to ensure the equal right of persons with 

disabilities to own or inherit property, to control their own financial affairs 

and to have equal access to bank loans, mortgages and other forms of 

financial credit, and shall ensure that persons with disabilities are not 

arbitrarily deprived of their property. 

 

 When I stood up, I said that I was standing here with sadness. I retract that. I am 

standing here in anger and, in that spirit, I will read you, again, Section 7 of the Charter of 

Rights and Freedoms. “Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of the person and 

the right not to be deprived thereof except in accordance with the principles of fundamental 

justice.” 

 

National and international law recognize a person’s right to exercise as much 

judgment as possible over their own affairs. In 1993, the Law Reform Commission pointed 

out the lack of constitutionality of the old legislation. As I’ve said before, it took us too 

long to act. Our own Supreme Court in striking down the former Act said, a law that 

provides that someone else is entitled to make all decisions for another, clearly infringes 

liberty and security of the person. Not much has changed here. Would this law survive a 

constitutional test? Time will tell. 



THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 ASSEMBLY DEBATES 1821 

 

Here we are in what I said earlier this week was a moment of opportunity. 

Government had the time to go back to the drawing board and get this right and, in saying 

that, it is so important to recognize the stakeholders in this conversation, those who were 

briefly consulted, and many of whom also took the time to appear at the Law Amendments 

Committee to universally tell this government that this bill is not right. It was frankly 

heartbreaking to read the submissions from People First Nova Scotia, urging us all in no 

uncertain terms to at least have the respect to consider the changes these front-line people 

and groups are recommending. From professors to community advocates, to parents to First 

Voices, the suggestions, amendments, and entreaties were remarkably consistent. 

 

At their heart, they all asked for one thing: a truly supported decision-making 

regime, one that serves many of the most vulnerable in our province, that truly helps them 

to be a part of the community in which they find themselves and to have fulfilling lives and 

independence. Sadly, on this day, it seems that they will be denied. 

 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cole Harbour-Eastern Passage. 

 

MS. BARBARA ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I think I need to start out by saying to the 

member for Pictou West and the member for Dartmouth South that I do not believe that 

either one of you has failed, because I believe it is our job to be representatives of what our 

constituents and stakeholders are telling us and what you did is you listened and you 

brought their voices and you spoke as loudly as you could. It’s not your failure that those 

words weren’t listened to or acted upon. So, I want to congratulate both of you . . . 

 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. I would just like to remind the honourable member 

to keep her comments directed through the Chair and not directly to other members. 

 

The honourable member for Cole Harbour-Eastern Passage has the floor. 

 

MS. ADAMS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The definition of capacity is one I’m well 

familiar with as a health professional and, at its very basic, it says maximum amount that 

someone can do or obtain. It is the ability or power to do something. We’ve spoken at 

length about the fact that those with intellectual disabilities function on a spectrum and we 

wanted this legislation to reflect that, but it isn’t just the person with the difficulties in 

decision making that I am concerned about.  

 

I am concerned about the capacity of the judges, the capacity of the lawyers who 

are going to have to interpret this legislation and implement and make decisions on behalf 

of those who have the challenges. I’m equally concerned about the capacity of the health 

professionals who are then going to be tasked with doing capacity evaluations and making 

life-altering decisions on someone else’s behalf with their recommendations. I have been 

in that position as a health professional, when someone has said, “Can my mother still live 

at home?” 
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 If you want a difficult position to be in, it’s to tell someone that they’re going to 

have to put their wife in a building other than the one they’ve lived in for 50 years because 

they no longer have the physical capacity to live there. It’s a lot easier to make that 

determination, though, because we have outcome measures, national guidelines, and 

policies and procedures that have been tested for at least 50 years that allow me to say to a 

family member, “If your scores fall into this range, you cannot live alone, and it is in your 

best interest to be in an assisted-living facility.” 

 

 We do not have those national guidelines for intellectual-capacity decision making. 

There are articles in other countries where they call upon national intellectual-capacity 

guidelines. I’ll reference one: The Journal of the American Academy of Psychiatry and the 

Law of March 2017, where it says, in one of their recommendations, “. . . we recommend 

national guidelines for the evaluation of task-specific decision-making capacities to reduce 

the variability of outcome and improve quality of evaluations found among medical 

professionals, forensic evaluators, and legal . . .” representatives. I’ll table that document. 

 

 We don’t have a process in place to evaluate intellectual capacities. We do not have 

the training of the lawyers, the judges, the health care professionals, or the representatives 

who are going to be taking on these tasks in their new capacities. We’re going to have all 

sorts of uncertainty moving forward, so we have policies before we have regulations, and 

the procedures that are going to guideline are practical applications. 

 

 In the CTV News article of October 16th, they were talking about the fact that we 

don’t have benchmarks to guide this. This issue is very similar to inclusion in the 

classroom. It’s one person deciding what another person’s capabilities are and what 

supports they need. But - and I hope all the ministers on the other side are listening - we 

do have policies for inclusion in the classroom and for assessing who needs that, and we 

fund those assessments and the supports that are needed. We are not doing that with this 

legislation as it stands. 

 

 Issues of who decides for someone else are not new in health care. We’ve had 

informed consent for a very long time. We have financial power of attorney, so if you have 

funding issues, we have someone who can do that for you, but that’s all they get to do. You 

have alternate decision-makers on health care decisions. I can have one son deciding how 

to spend my money - and he knows who that is - and I can have another one deciding 

whether to unplug my ventilator if I should have a catastrophic illness or injury. We can 

have two different people doing that. 

 

 We don’t have that ability with this bill, and we did not listen to the people who 

suggested that we needed to have the spectrum and the supports in place to make those 

alternate decisions for a variety of task-specific issues. 
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 I am wondering about - because we don’t talk about it; I haven’t heard it mentioned 

here in this sitting - assisted death. It took a long time to bring that legislation forward. 

What happens if I am the representative for somebody who has capacity decision-making 

difficulties who turns around and says they are ready to die, for whatever reason? Am I 

going to be allowed, as their representative, to put that forth to a couple of physicians to 

make that decision? Am I going to allow them to participate in research studies, or to donate 

their body to science, if that’s my preference but not necessarily theirs? 

 

 These are issues that we need to talk about, and we didn’t get those decisions when 

people brought forth their recommendations for amendments. 

 

 Mr. Speaker, in an October 16th article by CBC News by Jean Laroche, a judge 

found that the old law violated the rights of Landon Webb, a young man whose parents 

were granted guardianship over him. We haven’t talked about the fact that some of the 

people who want not guardianship, but representation - they may not personally have all 

the capacity they need to do that. As a mother of four, I can tell you there were days when 

I’m not sure I had the capacity to deal with four growing boys. How on earth are we going 

to allow somebody who may not have the capacity to handle all the decisions of someone 

with intellectual disabilities from managing all of the issues that they might state? 

 

 Michael Bach, the Managing Director of the Institute for Research and 

Development on Inclusion and Society travelled from Toronto down here to talk about this 

legislation. Sadly, none of the things they stated were acted upon. The issue he said is that 

this bill does not specify what the supports will be, so it leaves a wide scope for arbitrary 

application of the definition of capacity. I can tell you that as time goes on, we are going 

to have a greater number of seniors, a greater number of accidents, a greater number of 

people with early psychosis possibly because they’re bringing in marijuana legislation for 

adults under the age of 25. 

 

The need for this legislation is going to go up, the challenges to its ability to meet 

the definition of what it was meant to do are going to be challenged on a greater and greater 

basis. I’m going to echo the previous members for Pictou West and Dartmouth South, that 

it is a sad day that not one of the amendments was approved, and I’m going to suggest that 

since this is going to be reviewed in three years’ time, that they not lose heart because that 

will conveniently and almost coincidentally be exactly when we head back to the polls in 

the next election. Thank you. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: Just before we move on to the member for Halifax Needham, I’d 

like to remind the honourable member for Dartmouth South that the documents you were 

extensively quoting from - I’d ask you to table those or table copies of those, if you 

wouldn’t mind. 

 

 The honourable member for Halifax Needham. 
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 MS. LISA ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, I will not take a long time. There has been so 

much work and preparation and thought put into the comments that have been made, not 

just here at third reading but during yesterday’s Committee of the Whole and certainly at 

Law Amendments Committee, from stakeholders who have an interest in this legislation. 

 

 I want to speak just briefly, first of all to thank my colleague, the member for Pictou 

West, and particularly my new colleague, the member for Dartmouth South. It has been a 

pleasure and I have been awed, frankly, at the poise with which she spoke to this legislation. 

Really, it’s a pleasure to serve with both of you - sorry, Mr. Speaker - it’s a pleasure to 

serve with both of them. 

 

 I guess I just want to echo and amplify some of the comments that my colleague, 

the member for Dartmouth South made yesterday that the reason they spoke so well and 

with so much thought and with so much preparation was not for the pleasure of hearing 

their own voice, it was to actually exercise in this Chamber of the People’s House, 

democracy. I have to say it’s a bit of a disappointment to have watched across the aisle as 

members responded initially as the Government House Leader and the Minister of Justice 

and the Premier appeared to actually listen and recognize that what was being said on this 

side of the House was compelling, was grounded in really close attention to the importance 

and the details of this bill and to see the scurrying that happened. 

 

I spoke about it earlier this week, because in Halifax Needham I had the annual 

general meeting of my electoral district association. I was speaking about how wonderful 

it was to be back in the House, but with some new colleagues, and I felt like I had actually 

witnessed democracy, I had witnessed the function of this House. I am disappointed but 

also concerned for the folly that the government is showing in not listening and in not 

taking those amendments under more serious and more considered advisement. 

 

 I went back during Committee of the Whole House last night and read the decision 

of the Supreme Court of Nova Scotia in the case of Landon Webb, written by Jamie 

Campbell. It’s extremely well written, it’s very concise and I paid particular attention to 

his very long consideration and argument about whether or not to award damages to 

Landon Webb. There was initially a request for damages, relatively modest, $25,000 and 

the judge considered that at great length. He decided against damages and this is part of his 

reasoning why. I apologize, I haven’t printed the judgement but I certainly can do so in 

order to table it.  

 

 The judge wrote, “While damages can be awarded under the Charter citizens 

cannot obtain compensation for the effects of unconstitutional legislation upon them unless 

the government acted in a way that was clearly wrong, in bad faith or an abuse of power.” 

He felt that even though the Law Reform Commission had pointed out the weakness of the 

incompetent persons legislation back in 1993, he felt there clearly was not evidence of that 

acting in bad faith or an abuse of power. 
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 However, I wonder now if a person who is under one of these old guardianship 

orders is so resourceful as to connect with a lawyer to challenge the constraints on their 

liberties that may very well continue under this Act, if the court would make the same 

decision again.  

 

 The judge wrote, “. . . there is no evidence that the government acted in bad faith 

or abused its power in enacting the Incompetent Persons Act and failing to amend it to 

make it comply with the Charter.” That was part of the rationale when the decision was 

made not to award damages. But we will have the Hansard record, we will have the record 

of the Committee on Law Amendments, we will have the record of the reasoning of the 

work of my colleagues - again I want to give credit to all of the stakeholders and also to 

Brian Francis on our research staff for drafting the amendments. Clearly there was concern 

here. Clearly the government had an opportunity to act in good faith, to use its power to 

make this new bill meet the tests that were spoken to in that court judgement, that are 

spoken to in our commitments under the United Nations and in the Charter of Rights and 

Freedoms. 

 

 Briefly I want to also speak just to a more general consideration, a more general 

question of leadership and what that looks like. I’m of the school that is increasingly large 

but not often in evidence as yet in Canadian politics in general, that vulnerability is a 

leadership skill, not a weakness. Part of vulnerability is allowing that one does not have 

everything that it takes to arrive at the best decision, or to arrive at the best course of action, 

to be willing to accept help. I happen to know because the lawyer for Landon Webb is a 

constituent of mine, that the government was offered help, that there was active interest on 

the part of her and of multiple other stakeholders to work with the government. Not just in 

this past week when this has all come to the House’s attention, but over the past year. 

 

[3:45 p.m.] 

 

 In fact, I spoke with Susanne Litke months ago, shortly after we were all assigned 

critic roles and she wanted to connect with me and she wanted to connect with Claudia, 

which I believe she eventually did, and speak to her great concern that there wasn’t an 

ongoing dialogue.  

 

 She knew that this date was approaching, she was the one who had worked with 

Landon Webb to have the old legislation overturned, so she knew what it would take. She 

knew the arguments that she made successfully before the court, to show that the 

Incompetent Persons Act did not meet the test of the Charter, and she was offering that and 

looking for a place to share her knowledge. 

 

 I have no idea, because I’ve never been in government, I can’t really picture what 

it looks like inside a department. I can’t picture whether the ministers give freedom to their 

staff to go out and find expertise and knowledge and contributions outside the doors, but 
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my sense of this government is that there is a desire to control and to limit input because it 

might imply a commitment to act.  

 

I think we all suffer as a result, because we’re a small province and as the 

government always likes to tell us, resources are limited. But when there are such great 

resources available in the community, such great sources of expertise, we are not even 

taking advantage of them when they are freely offered, to do a better job for the people of 

this province and I find that very unfortunate. With that I take my seat. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: If I recognize the minister it will be to close the debate. 

 

 The honourable Minister of Justice. 

 

 HON. MARK FUREY: Mr. Speaker, I want to thank my colleagues for their 

comments and I do want to acknowledge my colleague from Pictou West and my colleague 

from Dartmouth South for their passion and their objectives. They have not failed. In fact 

they have embedded what we all have a responsibility to do and that is to speak with the 

best interests of our constituents, both in our constituencies and the province as a whole, 

so I do want to acknowledge and commend them for that. 

 

 Mr. Speaker, with those few comments I rise to close debate on Bill No. 16, the 

Adult Capacity and Decision-making Act.  

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The motion is for third reading of Bill No. 16.  

 

 There has been a call for a recorded vote. We will ring the bills until the Whips are 

satisfied. 

 

 [The Division bells were rung.] 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The Clerks will now proceed with the recorded vote on Bill No. 

16, Adult Capacity and Decision-making Act. 

 

I will ask all members to remain absolutely silent until the conclusion of the vote. 

When your name is called please stand tall and state clearly “Yea” or “Nay”.  

 

The Clerks will now conduct the vote.  

 

 [The Clerk calls the roll.] 
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 YEAS       NAYS 

 

 Mr. Churchill      Mr. MacMaster 

 Mr. Furey      Mr. MacLeod 

 Ms. Regan      Mr. Dunn 

 Mr. MacLellan     Ms. MacFarlane 

 Mr. McNeil      Mr. Baillie 

 Ms. Casey      Mr. d’Entremont 

 Mr. Glavine      Mr. David Wilson 

 Mr. Delorey      Mr. Burrill 

 Mr. Colwell      Ms. Zann 

 Ms. Miller      Ms. Roberts 

 Mr. Kousoulis      Ms. Leblanc 

 Mr. Porter      Ms. Martin 

 Mr. Gordon Wilson     Ms. Chender 

 Mr. Hines      Ms. Smith-McCrossin 

 Ms. Diab      Ms. Paon 

 Mr. Ince      Mr. Houston 

 Mr. Rankin      Mr. Orrell 

 Mr. Mombourquette     Mr. Lohr 

 Ms. Arab      Ms. Adams 

 Mr. Horne      Ms. Masland 

 Mr. Maguire      Mr. Halman 

 Mr. Jessome      Mr. Harrison 

 Ms. Lohnes-Croft       

 Ms. DiCostanzo      

 Mr. Irving  

      

 THE CLERK: For, 25. Against, 22. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The motion is carried. 

 

 Ordered that this bill do pass. Ordered that the title be as read by the Clerk. Ordered 

that the bill be engrossed. 

 

 The honourable Government House Leader. 

 

 HON. GEOFF MACLELLAN: Mr. Speaker, would you please call Bill No. 27. 

 

 Bill No. 27 - Intimate Images and Cyber-protection Act. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Justice. 
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 HON. MARK FUREY: Mr. Speaker, I move Bill No. 27 be now read a third time 

and do pass. 

 

 With the passage of this bill Nova Scotia will be the only province in the country 

with legislation that protects victims of cyberbullying. People will be held responsible if 

they maliciously intend to cause harm online. Once this law comes into effect, victims or 

their families can go to court for a protective order or financial compensation. The court 

will be able to order a cyberbully to stop harmful online activities, that a web page be taken 

down, and prohibit further contact with a cyberbully on a victim, that a cyberbully pay 

damages or a referral to dispute resolution with the CyberSCAN unit.  

 

 This Act will prevent and respond to the harms of sharing intimate images without 

consent and cyberbullying. At the same time it will uphold and protect our fundamental 

freedom of expression. By passing this bill we are sending a clear message that 

cyberbullying and the sharing of intimate images without consent will not be tolerated in 

Nova Scotia. Cyberbullies will be held accountable. 

 

 I want to address our decision to pass this bill this session instead of in the Spring. 

Considering everything and listening to all sides and also knowing that we have gone 

without legislation since the former Act was struck down, we decided that the public 

interest is best served with getting this legislation passed now rather than having further 

time pass without a law in place. I know there are Nova Scotians out there who can be 

helped by this legislation today.  

 

 We will continue to consult on this issue as we have regulations to draft to support 

this bill, and getting those done as quickly as possible is a priority for this government. 

We’re all aware of the pervasiveness of smart phones, social media and online activity. 

When cyberbullies abuse the use of these online platforms, it is extremely harmful and can 

result in the deterioration of an individual’s mental well-being.  

 

 The reality today is, this malicious content can be online, in the hands of many in a 

matter of seconds, where it remains for 24 hours of the day. The victim has no escape. We 

know that Rehtaeh Parsons, a young vibrant Nova Scotian, felt this very way. It was her 

loss of life that brought our colleagues together in the Legislature to pass the previous 

legislation. While it was struck down, it was well intended. I know all members of this 

House keep Rehtaeh and her family in our thoughts, especially as we discuss this 

legislation.  

 

 This legislation is a tool for victims, driven by victims, and it gives them the option 

to go to court if they wish to pursue that route. We are confident that many instances of 

cyberbullying will continue to be resolved through the restorative justice approaches and 

with the help of the CyberSCAN unit.  
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Our experience has demonstrated that CyberSCAN is effective in mediation and 

negotiation and will continue to help victims to engage with social media platforms to 

remove harmful content. We know that often that is exactly what the victim wants, to have 

the harmful content, whether it is a photo or offensive post, removed - and removed 

quickly. 

 

 We will continue with prevention efforts, including educating Nova Scotians on the 

harmful impacts of cyberbullying. We will also continue to help victims with restorative 

approaches through the CyberSCAN Unit. 

 

 Mr. Speaker, I spoke about this at second reading, but it’s worth repeating - 

technology is rapidly changing around us and within months of buying an innovative piece 

of technology there is something more innovative and advanced on the market. We know 

that this can have an impact on the use of the social media and those who abuse it. That’s 

why it’s important that we keep this legislation current and effective. 

 

 We have also included in the law a requirement that we review the legislation 

within three years. This will allow us to gauge its effectiveness and, within one year of the 

review, a report will be tabled in the House of Assembly. 

 

 Mr. Speaker, Nova Scotia remains a leader in addressing cyberbullying. We are the 

only province with this type of legislation and I assure you that the rest of the country is 

watching. With the passage of this legislation I believe that other jurisdictions will be 

encouraged to do the same. I want to thank those who provided their feedback during the 

consultation which helped shape this legislation, and I specifically want to thank my 

colleagues from Pictou West and Dartmouth South for their constructive, positive input 

and dialogue, and their passion to ensure that we had this bill right. 

 

 Government is pleased to accept in principle the Opposition amendments that my 

colleague from Pictou West advanced, that will provide CyberSCAN with legislative 

authority to provide information to victims regarding contacting police, as well as 

information on how to better navigate the justice system. 

 

 I’m pleased with the support of this bill. It underscores the importance that all 

members of this House not only recognize the harms of cyberbullying but are committed 

to finding solutions and protecting victims. Our dialogue with the Opposition members 

helps bring us to a better place with this legislation, it has made it a better bill and I thank 

them for that. 

 

 The first cyberbullying law, the Cyber Safety Act, had all-Party support when it 

passed in 2013. I think it’s important that we once again work together and again 

unanimously pass a bill that will protect Nova Scotians from online bullying. 
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 Mr. Speaker, I’m also well aware that this bill must support our shared belief in 

access to justice. I’ve heard the concerns raised by my colleagues and those who’ve 

provided input, and I want my colleagues to know that as we go forward we will be looking 

at various options to ensure access and mitigate barriers. For example, we will be working 

on raising awareness and continuing to educate the public and updating the CyberSCAN 

website, as well as development of new tools to assist victims. 

 

 The regulations, Mr. Speaker, will spell out the duties of CyberSCAN and we will 

be preparing simple, easy-to-use forms that victims would use to file an application. We 

believe that this legislation will protect victims of cyberbullying for years to come. 

Together, I believe we are making Nova Scotia a safer place.  

 

With those comments, Mr. Speaker, I look forward to the comments of my 

colleagues.  

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou West. 

 

 MS. KARLA MACFARLANE: I am very pleased to stand in my place and speak 

to third reading of Bill No. 27, the Intimate Images and Cyber-protection Act. I want to 

take the opportunity to thank the Premier and the Minister of Justice and his department 

for once again allowing my colleague from Dartmouth South, and myself, to collaborate 

on making this bill stronger. As we evolve I think and I hope that we can see more of this. 

It’s a good start, so thank you to the minister. 

 

 Many will be pleased, some will say it’s not perfect - and I would agree, but I know 

we have a very strong start. I was happy to hear the comments from the minister that there 

are a few things that will be looked at to enhance the bill further along. 

 

 When speaking to this bill in second reading, I mentioned the young man who 

stayed with me and my daughter Chloe and my son Jack. He committed suicide, as I had 

mentioned. This bill would have helped him greatly. I miss him. I often wonder how he 

made it to 29 before taking his own life. I think about the vulnerability he possessed and 

the slow trust he gave me while disclosing much of his heartache and shame. 

 

 Many would say, he was a criminal, Karla. But I believe he was a victim. He did 

spend a lot of years in jail. He spent time homeless. He spent time trying to make himself 

better with little or no support systems in place. He spent time contemplating suicide and 

was unsuccessful twice but sadly not the third time. He spent time seeking help, seeking 

friends - friends that he could trust, not the ones who would manipulate his good intentions, 

his self worth, his soul, his kindness. 

 

 He was hard-working when given the chance. He would often say to me, I’m stupid, 

though, Karla. I would say, no you’re not - you have no idea. He was one of the most 

brilliant young men I have ever met. 
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 He thought no one would ever love him, but he was wrong. Chloe, Jack, and I loved 

him. We loved him very much. Love is not a luxury anymore. It’s a necessity. Everyone 

does better when loved. 

 

 Why do people bully? Why do people feel the entitlement to share intimate images 

without consent? We may never know. We can collect all the stats, all the data out there. 

We cannot change human nature, but we can change the law, and that’s what we did 

together. 

 

 I often sit with my children, and we discuss bullying. I try to educate them, and I 

try to bring awareness. I know my 19-year-old daughter gets it. I’m totally comfortable 

now. Sometimes with my 15-year-old son, I am so nervous. He’s a good kid, but these 

things happen. 

 

 There are situations sometimes that take on a life of their own without intending to 

do things. I know that bullying would not be the case. But it’s amazing the pictures these 

kids send. All I can say to those who are parents are lucky enough to have your children 

sort of by-pass that - although it’s not just youth. It happens at all ages, so it’s not like this 

bill has any specific gender or anything. But I think we all can agree that it’s for youth that 

we’re trying to ensure that there are rules and regulations and there are boundaries. 

 

 All I can say to those parents who are in my place or those younger members in the 

House who have children growing up is that you have to check your kid’s phone every 

night. You have to make it a chore. You go into their bedroom, you pick up their phone, 

and you see what is on it and on their computer. That is our responsibility. 

 

 I hope that parents will start taking more responsibility. I think without them taking 

responsibility, that’s when things escalate. I think that’s when innocent situations or things 

that started out innocent escalate. 

 

 A bill that impacts so many lives deserves a bipartisan approach, and we in this 

Chamber definitely proved that. Success and credit are not singular, they’re plural. The 

best teams, I often say, are horizontal.  

 

Again, thank you to the minister for giving me the chance to collectively collaborate 

on this. In the coming days, I know the minister and his department will work to seek to 

see the bill proclaimed. I know the Premier has commented on that as well. 

 

 I also want to mention that the CyberSCAN Unit is the country’s first cyberbullying 

and investigative unit and Nova Scotia should really be proud of that. I mean we really 

should be proud of that and they have done an amazing job. With over 800 cases, only 10 

had to go to court. I think that’s sort of the key here, that they are a unit that is able to bring 

education awareness and resolve. I look forward to their continuation with the department. 
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 I also want to say this in closing, that I think this bill, as we all know, came because 

of Rehtaeh Parsons. I mentioned in second reading that Rehtaeh would often come to 

Pictou with her aunt who is an artist and Rehtaeh was an artist. Rehtaeh was a lot more 

than what we, here, know about her. I know that the member for Cole Harbour is close to 

the family and I would ask that all of us in this Chamber leave here today and when Rehtaeh 

is mentioned in a conversation again, that we talk about what a beautiful, intelligent, jovial, 

artistic, loving, caring, honest, kind young lady. That’s what we want to remember. On 

those few words, Mr. Speaker, I’ll take my seat. Thank you. (Applause) 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Truro-Bible Hill-Millbrook-Salmon 

River. 

 

 MS. LENORE ZANN: It’s with mixed emotions that I rise today to speak to Bill 

No. 27, the Intimate Images and Cyber-protection Act. I’d like to first begin by saying that 

I don’t intend to vote in favour of this bill and I am probably the only one in the Legislature 

who will be doing so. That is not to say that I blame anybody, including my own caucus, 

who do support it and who feel that this is something that is needed in order to fill in a gap 

that we don’t have presently and have not had since 2015, two years ago when our first 

Cyber Safety Act was struck down. 

 

 However, having been a victim of cyberbullying and intimate images being used 

without my consent, I have, I would say, a first-hand view of what that is like and I also 

have spoken to many, many victims since my experience, who have reached out to me to 

say thank God that you spoke out, thank God you stood up for yourself because now it 

gives me the strength to actually say something when I was being either privately bullied 

or people had my intimate image and I didn’t know what to do, and you’ve given me the 

strength to be able to actually stand up and speak about it and say enough is enough and 

something definitely has to be done. 

 

 One of the things I’d like to talk about to begin with is the intimate images issue. 

Some people may not be aware that it’s a very difficult issue when young people allow 

other young people to take their picture. They think that they’re their boyfriend or their 

girlfriend, but in most cases it’s the boys who are doing this. They talk their girlfriend into 

posing in some kind of a shot, either partly clothed or no clothes, and the girls think they 

are going to be loved forever and this boy is going to love them forever.  

 

Coming from my position now, after two marriages and knowing how relationships 

can sometimes flounder and sometimes get incredibly unpleasant and very angry. I try to 

tell young women today, and I’ve done this publicly in my hometown of Truro, I’ve written 

stories about it, and been interviewed about it, and go to schools talking about it. The fact 

that just because somebody is your boyfriend or girlfriend today, does not mean that they 

are going to be forever. 
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[4:15 p.m.] 

 

 So, therefore, if you allow anybody to take a picture of you that you do not want 

anybody else in the world to ever see, don’t allow it. Say no. Don’t give in to peer pressure, 

don’t give in to the individual pressure, just say no. Because, after my experience, what 

happened was I started to get e-mails from young women right across Nova Scotia. 

 

It started off with women in Truro and then it spread to other areas of Nova Scotia. 

They told me that there were pictures of them, many of them underage, too, that had been 

taken and were now on a couple of websites that were out there, and that their boyfriend 

had either shared their picture with someone else who had put it on this website, or had 

sent it to this website themselves. 

 

Sometimes these websites can be called “revenge porn.” If somebody’s pissed off, 

or whatever, about something and the relationship is broken up, it’s called revenge porn. 

And they will send, you know, to get back at the partner, they will send a picture of that 

person to try to get back at them, and then they’ll let them know - oh, by the way, your 

picture is now up there, and, ha ha ha, you can’t do anything about it. 

 

 Sometimes it’s not revenge porn. In one of the cases, there were pictures of young 

women at the CEC High School in Truro, who were being put on this website that was 

located outside of North America, in an Asian country, and that’s where the server was, 

and that’s where whoever was the mastermind behind this was out there, and they were 

asking for pictures of young women from Truro. 

 

 There was a whole site: Truro teenagers, Truro girls, and there were men on there 

commenting on each picture, and saying, oh, I like that one - can you get me some more of 

that one? Or there was one, and, oh hey, I got her, but, you know, maybe I could get her 

sister, and they all had fake names - one of them was called “the milkman,” another one 

was called something else, and something else, and I’ll tell you, when the women brought 

my attention to it, I went on there, and I was trying to figure out who these people are, 

trying to figure out, who were they? How could they get these pictures - asking, like, for 

the sister of another girl? 

 

It was absolutely disgusting. And they would relegate the girls to numbers, like, 

from 1 to 10 - is this a 10? Or is this a 1? Or whatever. But, the problem was, once the girl 

was on there, they could not get their picture off. And many of these girls, they hadn’t told 

their parents, they hadn’t told their now-boyfriend or girlfriend, now that they’re older. 

Some of these women were now 24 years old and their picture was from when they were 

14 and was still on there. 

 

I contacted the police; they said they couldn’t do anything. I contacted the RCMP; 

they said they were aware of it, but they couldn’t do anything. So, then I contacted the 

Minister of Justice for the Conservative Government at the time, from the Pictou area, Peter 
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MacKay. I contacted Peter MacKay and asked him if there was something that he could 

do, as Minister of Justice, to try to get all the police bodies and the RCMP working on this, 

to try to bring it down. We had a few different conversations with his staff, and had some 

e-mails back and forth, and they were shocked, but they said, you know, at this point and 

time, even working across borders was very difficult with online stuff. 

 

The girls told me that if they went to the police, or they went to the RCMP, nobody 

seemed to know anything about it, they didn’t even really know how to work the Internet 

that well. It was kind of a useless proposition. So, I went public with it, and I did an 

interview and told people about how frustrating it was that nothing could be done, and that 

women should be really aware of letting their images be taken. Eventually, I got a message 

on Facebook from a gentleman who told me that he was with Anonymous - the group 

Anonymous - and he said that he’d been watching my plight with my own instance of my 

own intimate image that had been plastered everywhere and went all around the world in 

48 hours, and he had been following how I was trying to do something about this for other 

young women. 

 

 He said, we in Anonymous take on cases on a case-by-case basis, and we don’t 

always agree to take one on, because we’re all over the world. We’re in many different 

countries, and there are at least 1,000 of us working on cases. But one of the things that we 

particularly care about is child pornography, and this falls under child pornography. So he 

said, I’ve had a meeting with my cohorts and we have decided to take this on. We’re going 

to try to bring down that website. 

 

 I mean, what can you say? I said thank you, and at this point, if anybody can do 

anything - I’ve talked to everybody right up to the Justice Minister of Canada, and nobody 

can do anything. 

 

 In fact, within about two weeks I got a message from that person saying, we did it. 

We cracked it. It’s down. It took 140 of us working on it from all around the world, from 

various different countries, to actually do it. 

 

 This is what we’re dealing with here. When we’re talking about cyber harassment 

and cyberbullying and cyber pictures, it is a very difficult situation. It’s complicated. When 

the very first major case came forward, about Rehtaeh Parsons, nobody knew at the 

beginning what it was or what was happening. I mean, phones and texts and tweets - I don’t 

even know if Twitter was out at that particular point in time. 

 

 I was there, and I witnessed our government being bombarded with people who 

wanted us to do something about the fact that this young woman was bullied and harassed 

to the point of wanting to commit suicide, and in fact, successfully did so. 

 

 I was proud to have been part of a government that introduced the very first anti-

cyberbullying law in Canada. I was very disappointed when the Supreme Court of Nova 
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Scotia struck it down, saying that it infringed on Charter rights and freedoms. When you 

look at whose rights and freedoms it infringed on, it’s actually - they were saying it 

infringed on the perpetrators. It wasn’t infringing on the victims; the victims are out there 

already, and they’re trying to say, please do something and please stop these people from 

constantly showing my picture over and over and over again, and having it go further and 

further afield, and more and more people around the world seeing it, and me getting more 

and more hateful messages about it from people telling me I’m this, I’m that, calling me 

names, saying I’m fat, saying I’m whatever. 

 

 It’s disgusting. Unless you’ve actually gone through it yourself or been a parent or 

a family member of somebody who’s gone through it, you really have no idea how bad and 

how awful and how disgusting it is. If you know anybody, or have been yourself, ever, 

raped or attacked or gang-raped, then you would know what it’s like. It’s like that, only 

because it’s cyber, it’s not physically happening, but it’s happening inside your head. It is 

happening to you. You are under attack, day and night, constantly, for 24 hours. It doesn’t 

stop. 

 

 That is a very difficult thing to deal with emotionally, psychologically, and 

mentally, and it also affects you physically. 

 

 Rehtaeh Parsons was only 17 years old. We now know - it’s been proved - that she 

was raped. She was bullied. She attempted suicide, and she subsequently died. She was 

sexually assaulted by a number of youth - young boys, men - in November 2011, when she 

was just 15 years old. There were pictures taken of her in various positions, with boys on 

top of her and there was also a picture taken of her vomiting out the window because she 

was so drunk and, as we all know, drunkenness should not mean consent. Right? 

 

After that happened, she was bullied for months when digital photos of the incident 

were passed around her school and, if any of us can remember what it’s like to be 15 years 

old and have our peers - you know peer pressure, peer support - what your peers think 

about you is very important. She was intimated, she was bullied, she was called all kinds 

of names, and she couldn’t live with it. She attempted suicide and she was taken off life 

support in 2013. Any of us who were here in the Legislature at that time remember what it 

was like to have the parents and the public, basically demanding blood, demanding 

people’s heads, demanding that something be done in order to provide an immediate fix. 

They wanted something done yesterday. So, the result was the Cyber-safety Act. 

 

Now, I have to say and I have to mention that around the same time there was 

another case across the country in Vancouver that happened with another young woman, 

Amanda Todd. She committed suicide. She was 15 years old as well, another 15-year-old. 

She committed suicide October 10, 2012, same year that, yes, it was just before the 

attempted suicide and the suicide of Rehteah. She committed suicide at her home in Port 

Coquitlam in British Columbia and, prior to her death, she had posted a video on YouTube 

in which she used a series of flashcards to tell her experience of being blackmailed into 
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exposing her breasts via webcam by an adult. Right? By an adult. That video went viral 

after her death, resulting in international media attention. The video has had more than 12 

million views as of February 2017, and the Royal Canadian Mounted Police and British 

Columbia Coroner Services launched investigations into that suicide and, as I said, it was 

found that it was an adult male. 

 

The Premier of British Columbia at the time made an online statement of 

condolence and suggested a national discussion on criminalizing cyberbullying. Also, a 

motion was introduced in the Canadian House of Commons to propose a study of the scope 

of bullying in Canada and for more funding and support for antibullying organizations. 

Amanda Todd’s mother, Carol, established the Amanda Todd Trust, receiving donations 

to support antibullying awareness, education, and programs for young people with mental 

health programs. I would be remiss if I did not say that Amanda’s aunt was living in Truro 

at the time when this happened and was a friend of mine, and we had a candlelight vigil 

for her niece. 

 

This was happening all over the place. It was like a plague and there was nothing 

in place to deal with the perpetrators of this. At the same time, after that, there were sports 

teams that started to spread pictures of young women from one person to another and, 

again, at that time, there was nothing really in place to deal with it. So, there are all of these 

victims feeling like, who cares about us? Nobody, you know, there’s nothing there to help 

protect us, mainly young women and the parents too. They felt completely hopeless and 

helpless and it was after some time that, in fact, my own incident happened after all of this. 

 

[4:30 p.m.] 

 

After we had passed the bill, after I’d gotten up and spoken about how much we 

need a bill like this and, then, it was probably a year later, it was actually 2013, in 

November 2013, right after the election, that suddenly I was a target. All of a sudden I was 

like Alice in Wonderland or Through the Looking-Glass, and suddenly I’m being dragged 

down the rabbit hole and all of a sudden I’m looking at it from the same perspective of the 

victims going, wait a minute, what is this, how did this happen? 

 

 In my case, I was new to Twitter. I didn’t know Twitter. I didn’t understand those 

Twitter handles; I didn’t even know they were called “Twitter handles.” I just signed up, 

and all of a sudden it’s like at midnight, after I got home from some event on a Saturday 

night, I looked and there was this picture of me topless from a TV series called The L Word, 

which I had done in Vancouver back in 2007, I believe. This person was laughing, like 

“Heh heh, hey, Lenore Zann, where’s the old Lenore Zann now?” That was the tweet. 

 

 I kind of looked at it and went, who is this idiot? I didn’t know what to do, but I 

kind of wrote back, and I went, “Well, the new Lenore Zann is now in the Legislature, 

kicking butt,” or something like that. “Please delete this photo.” That was it, and then I 

went to bed. 
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 The next day, the same person wrote back and refused to delete the picture, and 

said, “You should know better, you’re a politician, why are you showing all your lady 

parts? Heh, heh, heh.” Something like that. 

 

 I didn’t know who the person was. Three times I asked this person to please delete 

this picture. For one thing, it’s not a legal picture. It’s not something I ever agreed to have 

taken. I was in the middle of a television series, in a shower scene, and this is a frame that 

has been removed from the scene. I never signed anything, any waiver, that said anybody 

could use any pictures of me from that scene for any other purposes other than the scene 

being on television. 

 

 Where I was coming from as well is that there are people out in the world who 

make money off celebrity nudes. They’ll go into a movie or television or whatever and 

they’ll freeze-frame a frame - they’ll take it out, and then they’ll stick it on a website that 

you can’t get at, oftentimes overseas, and they’ll call it “celebrity nudes.” At the time, 

people had to pay money with a credit card in order to get on that website to see these 

celebrity nudes. It’s completely illegal. 

 

 I tried to explain to this person that it’s illegal, you really should take it down, you 

have no right to do it. Anyway, the situation continued. This person refused to do it, kept 

laughing at me, calling me names. Next thing I knew, people were jumping in, pouncing 

in and piling in on me. Some of them were then sharing the whole scene, some of them 

were sharing other things. Again, name-calling, belittling, commenting about my body, 

whatever. 

 

 I called the police, and a police officer in Truro had been working on the 

cyberbullying team in Truro, talking to young people about this kind of thing. In fact, they 

had that character Cyber who used to show up. He was a robot machine-type thing that 

taught kids about cyberbullying, and I had been on the video that was teaching kids not to 

cyberbully. That’s the irony of this whole thing. I played Officer Web, who tried to teach 

young children in Grades 1 to 5 or 6 not to cyberbully. I was very proud of that work. 

 

That officer told me, “Lenore, you need to report it. You need to call the cyber 

squad unit.” I said, “The cyber squad unit?” He said, “Yes, there’s a 1-800 number. You 

just call the cyber squad unit. You explain what has happened, explain that they are 

continuing to harass you and now it is a big pile-on and all these people are doing it and 

you don’t know who they are. Call them.” 

 

 I also checked with my sister, who is a guidance counsellor for junior high, and she 

said, “Oh my God, yes, you’ve got to do that. That’s what we tell all the kids to do. You 

call the cyber squad unit, and they’ll look into it.” So that’s what I did. 

 

 I have to say, to make a long story short, that the cyber squad unit was amazing. 

For one thing, they listened. For another thing, they went online, they saw what was 
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happening, they sussed out the situation, they called me back and they went, oh my God, 

you must feel really awful. It was so nice to have an expert, somebody who knows, think 

yes, we believe you, this is harassment. This is not your imagination, this is harassment. 

As a single woman living by yourself in a big old house in Truro, I was scared these people 

were going to suddenly show up at my doorstep. I didn’t know who they were at first. 

 

 In the end, we found out they were teenagers, an 18-year-old actually and they were 

a sports team, a basketball team who were on a tournament in Moncton. They were doing 

this over the weekend in Moncton - let’s torment our MLA. It turned out they were from 

Truro - let’s torment the MLA. 

 

 In that case it was very nice to be able to have somebody who could help explain 

to me what could be done and how we could get this picture down and get these people to 

stop harassing me. It went on for several weeks. As a victim’s statement, I have to say that 

what it did to me, somebody who has been through a lot - I’ve said in this House before I 

have suffered through sexual assault, rape, came out the other end, and I’m okay most of 

the time - this was worse. I couldn’t sleep, I couldn’t eat. I was constantly feeling anxious, 

feeling less than, feeling like I never knew what was going to happen next, and I had no 

control over the situation whatsoever. 

 

 Then the next thing I knew an adult, a father of one of the other kids - not the one 

who started it but another one - he suddenly decided that he was going to get involved and 

started showing my pictures online and berating me about being an adult and I should know 

better. I was an actor, that’s like seven years ago, I am now a politician and that was my 

job. Guess what? Actors should be allowed to do scenes or whatever and if they want to 

run for government, so be it. They shouldn’t be bullied out of the political life just because 

they may have done a love scene or kissed somebody, a boy or a girl or whatever, or had a 

nude scene. 

 

 It turned out that this gentleman started harassing me along with the kids. Then the 

cyber unit contacted him and said please, you must cease and desist. You are now bullying 

and cyberbullying and harassing this woman. He didn’t like that; he didn’t like that at all. 

It was just a phone call. What he did was he went public, he called all the press that he 

could get hold of and complained and said, who’s the bully? Here she is a politician and 

she’s rich and she’s got everything and here’s this kid, this young kid who is innocent, so 

there’s no difference.  

 

 He went public with it, next thing you know you have CBC, CTV, Global, people 

from across the country calling up wanting stories. Trying to explain exactly what 

happened, stick to the story, let other people decide for themselves. The thing is they also 

put our twitter handles in and the pictures that they used, they used a picture of the 18- year 

old boy with a Harvard t-shirt on. Meanwhile he wasn’t going to Harvard and he never did 

go to Harvard, but they used this picture and they used a picture of me from outside the 

Legislature crying. That story suddenly morphed into: Who is the bully here? Who’s the 
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bully? Is this innocent kid the bully, or is this politician, polished politician who should 

know better and what’s she doing showing her lady parts anyway - who’s the bully here? 

 

 Those stories, as I said earlier, went all around the world within 48 hours. It started 

on a Friday and by that Monday I had received so many thousands, maybe even a million 

- I don’t even know - tweets from people I don’t know, from countries all around the world 

blaming me and saying: you’re the bully, how dare you tell this kid to take your picture 

down, you should have known better; I’d like to take you out and rape you behind a house; 

I would like to take a gun and shoot you and you be ready because I’m coming to your 

house.  

 

 Things like this, all the things we hear about they were saying it over and over and 

over again, and, in the end, I actually found out that some people had set up those bot farms. 

That’s when I first learned about bots. They had bots that were repeating the same message 

over and over and over and over and over again. It was devastating. 

 

 Again, I live by myself. I don’t have a partner. I’ve got two little dogs, and I didn’t 

leave my house that weekend. By the end of that weekend, my phone died. It froze. It died 

because everything was coming in at the same time. That is the experience. 

 

 I’ll tell you, it took three months to get over that, three months for me to be able to 

calm down, be able to breathe, be able to just look at myself in the mirror ask, why am I 

doing this? Why am I even here? Did I sign up for this? 

 

 I can just imagine what it’s like for 15-year-old girl or boy to have to deal with this 

kind of thing, somebody who hasn’t gone through all of the life challenges that I have gone 

through that enable me to say, well, I’m certainly not going to kill myself. That would be 

giving in to them. To hell with them. I’m going to stay alive, and I’m going to fight this 

thing. I’m going to continue be the spokesperson for it, and I’m not going to let them shut 

me down. But I’ll tell you, it was difficult - very, very difficult. 

 

 Let’s come to now. When that bill was struck down, Supreme Court Justice Glen 

McDougall ruled that the anti-cyberbullying law should be eliminated right away, unlike 

other court decisions that have struck down legislation but offered politicians a one-year 

grace period to rewrite the laws. He said that this Act infringed on the rights and freedoms 

of people. As I said, as far as I’m concerned, these are the perpetrators. But he said that his 

job was to figure out whether the Cyber-safety Act unnecessarily includes material that has 

little or nothing to do with preventing cyberbullying. 

 

 Lawyer David Fraser, who is a privacy lawyer, challenged that bill as well, saying 

that the law violated Canadians’ freedom of expression as guaranteed by the Charter of 

Rights and Freedoms. He claimed at the time that “. . . amid the tense climate after Parsons’ 

death, when people were questioning why no one was prosecuted . . .”, why none of those 
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boys were prosecuted, the government created the legislation without “. . . examining how 

the law would actually fit with freedom of expression.” 

 

 He said at the time that this way, “They can say we didn’t have a law, therefore we 

have to come up with a law,” and that the law had the power to limit people from expressing 

themselves online. He said:  

 

“People should be able to express their honestly held opinions, 

particularly on matters of public interest . . . Anything that hurts 

anybody’s feelings, if it’s done online, it’s cyberbullying. You can be 

liable, you can sue somebody for cyberbullying, you can be subject to 

an order that can cut you off from the internet, confiscate your 

electronic devices. It’s absolutely Draconian.” 

 

 Well, meanwhile at the time, the Crown had argued that given the nature of 

cyberbullying and how quickly messages can spread online - hello, I am the first to say 

yes, how quickly, 48 hours around the world - China, London, Australia, you name it. It 

went everywhere. I couldn’t believe it. It’s necessary to protect a complainant against 

potential retaliation from a bully by allowing the victim to seek an order against the 

tormentor before a justice of the peace without giving notice. 

 

 The legislation was created to fill a gap in existing laws, the Crown argued, and 

provide an alternative to a civil suit for defamation, which is expensive. I have to say, many 

victims, as I said, can’t afford expensive suits. Many of the victims are young. 

 

 In fact, there are a lot of older victims. One thing I learned through this whole 

experience, and I learned it from the CyberSCAN unit, is that many of the victims of 

cyberbullying are actually seniors. Seniors are being cyberbullied. They also said seniors 

are doing the cyberbullying, which was very interesting, I found. But again, it’s expensive. 

Who can afford to just take somebody to court, unless you’ve got oodles of money? 

 

 Meanwhile, the privacy lawyer, Fraser, also said at the time that he hoped the 

government would go back to the drawing board. Well, he got his wish, and now, two years 

later, this government has finally come up with a new bill, which seems to me to be in spite 

of the lapsed time, rather hastily put together. 

 

 Now this same privacy lawyer, Fraser, says that when the bill was first considered 

on October 16, 2017, he had less than one business day’s notice of the hearing and was 

scheduled to be out of town, and that he was advised on Thursday, October 19th, that the 

bill would again be before the committee on Monday, October 23rd - that’s only one and a 

half day’s notice - and he would again be out of town. He said:  
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“If the government were serious about getting this right, surely it would 

make it easier for experts to appear on the Bill. I am sure the Committee 

would benefit from testimony from Canadian Civil Liberties 

Association or the Canadian Bar Association, but these organizations 

can’t just drop tools, consult with their stakeholders and develop a 

coherent and helpful position with that kind of notice.” 

 

 He also mentions in this letter to the Law Amendments Committee, which I’ll table 

I have to finish it first - “I can name at least five people who have immense expertise in the 

field of civil rights, cyberbullying, restorative justice and youth suicide who this 

Committee and Nova Scotians should hear from,” none of whom had “a chance to provide 

their well-informed and expert views.” This is problematic, Mr. Speaker.  

 

 Mr. Fraser also says that some of the issues he had drawn their attention to in the 

beginning - for instance, the fact that when a respondent would first hear of it would be if 

a police officer showed up at their house, usually at night, to serve them with an order - I 

don’t find that to be absolutely on track, because I know that the CyberSCAN unit phoned 

them first. They contacted them first, tried to get hold of them either through phone or 

email, and they first requested that they cease and desist. The second step, if they would 

not cease and desist, was for them to come to their house and say, “If you do not cease and 

desist, we’re going to have to take away your device.” If that didn’t work, then they could 

charge them, and if that still did not work, then there could be jail time. Of course, this is 

in serious cases. 

 

 Fraser says that a couple of his issues, like that one, have been addressed in the new 

bill. He says that the definition of “cyberbullying” raises the bar much higher - he felt it 

was too low and too broad before - but he says that now he thinks “it may be too high, by 

requiring ‘malice’, but it does capture communications that are intended to harm the victim. 

The issue of procedural fairness has certainly been addressed, but I am afraid the pendulum 

may have swung too far the other way.” Now “The way the Bill sets it out, a victim of 

cyberbullying has only one option: to commence an application in the Supreme Court of 

Nova Scotia following the Nova Scotia Civil Procedure Rules. I have 100% confidence in 

the fairness of a judge of the Supreme Court. But forcing a victim of cyberbullying to start 

a conventional lawsuit will represent a huge barrier to access to justice.” 

 

 He says that to his knowledge, none of these proceedings would fall within the 

scope of Nova Scotia Legal Aid. I notice that the Progressive Conservative caucus provided 

a couple of amendments that have been accepted, but again, I really don’t think they go far 

enough. I said that at the time, in Law Amendments, that I don’t believe they go far enough 

at all. 

 

 Mr. Fraser says, “Going to the Supreme Court requires that a victim understand and 

follow Civil Procedure Rules. They’ll have to read and understand Rules 5, 4, 5 and 6. 

They have to prepare a notice of application in court and an affidavit, all according to the 
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rules. They’ll have to hire a process server to serve the documents on the respondent. They 

likely have to be in court across from their tormentor to schedule the next steps and the 

court hearing. They get a written affidavit from the respondent. They can then maybe file 

another response affidavit. They can maybe cross-examine the respondent outside of Court, 

assuming that they are in a position to pay a court reporting service to transcribe the cross-

examination on an expedited basis. Then they have to file their brief. And then they have 

their day in Court, except they never get to directly tell a judge their story. They don’t get 

to testify on their own behalf, since their testimony is only in their affidavit.”  

 

He says he expects that it will cost at least $10,000 for a lawyer to represent an 

applicant in this process, which is daunting. But what is equally daunting is the prospect of 

a traumatized cyberbullying victim having to find, understand and precisely follow the civil 

procedure rules. And it greatly troubles him, Mr. Fraser, and he says it should greatly 

trouble us.  

 

I also have to say that sidelining the CyberSCAN unit from enforcement of the law, 

for me is a problem. He feels that is okay, I do not. I found that the CyberSCAN unit was 

the Godsend and every, every, every victim whom I have spoken to who has actually gone 

through this process, has said the same thing. They have written us millions of emails and 

letters which we have received in Law Amendments Committee, telling us so. 

 

 I want to commend Roger Merrick and his team for being professional, for being 

empathetic, for being straight down the middle. They look into it, they try to make sure 

what is really going on. Is this just a nuisance call? Are we just trying to get somebody else 

in trouble for our own benefit? They were wonderful. Anybody who has ever been raped, 

attacked, assaulted, either physically or in cyberspace will tell you that this is what we 

need. And that the law, the courts, just don’t fulfill what we need.  

 

So, the other concern is that the legislation says if the victim is a minor, their parent 

or guardian has to commence the application on their behalf. But there should be a 

mechanism by which a minor can do this on their own. First of all, there might be a case 

related to intimate images where the minor does not want to tell their parents, and secondly 

I can imagine a scenario where the parent is either the perpetrator or one of the friends of 

the parents is the perpetrator, or is unwilling to help the child. 

 

 So some safeguard needs to be in place to give children direct access to somebody 

who can help them, and to the courts. But I will tell you, the CyberSCAN unit are the ones 

with the experience and they are the ones with the empathy, who should be doing that. I 

would really hope the minister would consider this as they go forward and as they look at 

regulations. 

 

 The manner in which the non-consensual distribution of intimate images is treated 

in the Statute is good. I agree with this, because by separating it from the definition of 
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cyberbullying and having it separate, that actually gives us two ways to try to approach this 

problem. 

 

 But again, I have to say the CyberSCAN unit needs to have teeth. They need to be 

able to have the power to be that intermediator between the victim and the bullies and the 

courts.  

 

I am glad to see that things have moved along to the point now where the rape 

culture is becoming more and more known. People are talking about it more. When you 

have sport teams who are intimidating and bullying people the way I was bullied, now 

people are going, oh yeah, you have to do something. In fact these kids are actually being 

charged, they are being told they cannot go to sports events, they can’t go to the United 

States on this or that tournament if they have been found guilty of passing intimate images 

or bullying their classmates or others.  

 

 So we are moving ahead, but we are not there yet. I say, everybody, please remain 

vigilant. If anybody in your constituency is suffering from this, they need our help and they 

need our compassion to be able to help them find solace and deal with this, so that we do 

not have more suicides on our hands here in Nova Scotia. Thank you. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Queens-Shelburne. 

 

 MS. KIM MASLAND: I can assure all members in the House that I’ll be brief. One 

of the reasons why I did seek political life was to make sure that I could play my role in 

making sure that we’d see what is going to happen today. I’m delighted to see this 

legislation. I actually stayed after last night and spoke to the Minister of Justice and shared 

with him how happy I was that we’re about to have this legislation in this province. 

 

 I’m happy for two reasons. The first is that, as a new MLA, I have to tell you that 

in the last five weeks there were many nights I left here feeling pretty disenchanted. But 

this legislation, the fact that we worked together, that we put political affiliations aside and 

came together and put together this very important piece of legislation - a piece of 

legislation that is going to protect our children - it’s heartwarming. 

 

 The other reason why it is so important to me is because I was a mother of a 

daughter who was bullied when there was no legislation and there was no help. It was 

tough. It was a dark place to be. It was a conversation back then that many didn’t want to 

have. When we’re talking about kids being hurt or dying, it’s just not a conversation we 

want to have. A lot of parents don’t want to talk about - their child is doing these bad things 

to others. 

 

 It was a difficult place for me, and I know how hard it was for me. I can’t even 

begin to fathom, although I listened, to understand what my daughter actually went 

through. It was tough. She had dark days. She had people go online, a group of girls that 
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would go online every day, and they would post things to her, trying to convince her to 

take her life, that she was worthless. They even posted pictures of a gutting knife, asking 

her to take that knife and to take her own life, and nobody could help us. Nobody. 

 

 The school could not help me. The police - and God love them, they were amazing. 

I’m friends with many of the officers at Queens detachment. I will forever be grateful for 

this one constable, Constable Cormier. She used to tell me, “I lose sleep at night, Kim, 

worrying about what is going to happen to your daughter, and I am powerless. I have 

nothing to do to help.” 

 

 I remember one day she actually met with one of these girls, and the girl looked at 

the police officer and said, “Not my problem if she kills herself.” Those were her words, 

and there was nothing that could be done. 

 

 These girls were ruthless, they were relentless, and they were cruel. This went on 

for years, and over those years they had intention. Their intention, and their drive every 

day, when they got behind their keyboards, was to convince my daughter to take her life. 

Thank God above, they didn’t. 

 

 I’ll take my seat, but again, I want to thank everybody in this House for what we 

have done. 

 

 I’m not a lawyer. I don’t know if this legislation is everything we need it to be, but 

it is something for us to start, and it’s important. It gives hope, it gives empowerment to 

children like my daughter, to parents like me who now live with guilt thinking, gosh, how 

could I not have protected her from these people? 

 

[5:00 p.m.] 

 

This is important. I certainly want to thank my colleagues who have allowed me to 

be very passionate and share my emotion with them many times around our caucus table 

to ensure that we understand what this legislation is doing. Until you are there, until you 

have a child who has gone through it, until you experience that darkness where there is 

nobody to help, pure desperation, you just don’t understand. 

 

You know what? I think all of us do understand and that makes me very proud to 

stand in this Legislature today to know that I made a difference in somebody’s life out 

there. I hope that I have helped, and all of us have helped, save lives. Thank you. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth South. 

 

 MS. CLAUDIA CHENDER: Mr. Speaker, I thank the member for Queens-

Shelburne and thank the member for Pictou West, and thank you to the member for Truro-

Bible Hill-Millbrook-Salmon River and thank you to the minister. This has been an 
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emotional session and I think we’re at the penultimate bill and we’re capping it off with 

more emotions which, I think I said on the first day I rose and spoke in this House, I think 

it’s a good thing if we can channel it appropriately. 

 

 I want to thank my colleagues today for bringing real stories into this House. I think 

all of the members who have spoken today have brought real, specific, poignant examples 

of what this bill really means, how it will really impact people. Most importantly, it brought 

the story or Rehtaeh Parsons back into this House, which was the initiating reason for this 

conversation to begin with. 

 

 As others have mentioned, we had a law, the law was struck down, found to be 

unconstitutional. There was a legislative gap so we have another bill before us. I think it’s 

a step, I think we have yet to see, particularly given the minister’s comments today, how it 

will unfold in practice. It’s unclear at this point what the actual duties of CyberSCAN will 

be, notwithstanding the amendment made by my colleague, the member for Pictou West, 

the wording was changed somewhat. We’ll wait and see. 

 

 That being said, I’ll just echo the core concern that I have as we watch this bill go 

forward which others have spoken to, which is access to justice. I was very happy to hear 

the minister say in his opening remarks that that is something the department is taking 

seriously, something that the courts are looking at. As I said before, I do think this is an 

issue which could be solved outside of legislation, that there could be some streamlined 

processes, bureaucratically, and with the courts that could greatly relieve some of the core 

access to justice issues that have been raised by David Fraser, and others in this House. We 

will watch eagerly to see if that is the case. 

 

I’ll reiterate the other core objection we had around this bill, which was the access 

to justice in particular of a minor. We have been assured by the department that a minor 

could in fact bring an action under this piece of legislation via the civil procedure rules. 

There could be a litigation guardian appointed, but I feel compelled to point out that that’s 

complicated. People may not know that it’s possible, that guardian has to apply to the court. 

It’s complicated. So, it’s possible - anything’s possible - but it’s not easy, so I would urge 

the minister and the department to just explore other avenues to make sure that young 

people, young women in particular who are the most vulnerable and who I believe are at 

the heart of this Act, are able to avail themselves of its protections, and I think the other 

members have spoken eloquently as to why that’s important. 

 

 I’ll reiterate the comments around consultation. We would have liked to see more 

extensive consultation. The minister has spoken a lot about the restorative justice approach 

that the CyberSCAN unit takes. However, to my knowledge, there were no restorative 

justice experts consulted in this version of drafting the bill, and I’m happy to be corrected 

if I’m wrong. It’s one example of where I think a more robust consultation process could 

have informed this bill and brought some more interesting issues to the fore. 
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 Ultimately, what we need to fix - legislation is a blunt tool, the courts are a blunt 

tool. As someone said, I believe it was my colleague, only 10 cases got to the courts via 

the CyberSCAN unit. We know that all of these issues, the issues that the member for 

Queens-Shelburne spoke to, the issues that my colleague, the member for Pictou West, 

spoke to, their personal experiences - those may have been remedied in a court, but they 

definitely would have been helped by more resources on the ground. 

 

 So, regardless of what happens with this legislation, I would urge this government 

to continue to and to step up their investment in organizations that help, in this case 

vulnerable women and girls, who need access to victim services, who need access to abuse 

services, who need access to counselling because, Mr. Speaker, those are the places where 

these victims will most often avail themselves of help. It is for that reason that I believe we 

must fund those kinds of services to the greatest degree possible. 

 

I want to close by quoting my colleague, the member for Pictou West, because I 

was struck when she said that love is not a luxury, it’s a necessity. I think that there is no 

more beautiful sentiment that we could take away with us as we think about this bill, as we 

think about the impact that bullying has, but to flip it on its head and think about what kind 

of world do we want. 

 

We’re often criticized on this side of the House by the government for only talking 

about the bad stuff. With due respect, I think that’s sort of our job but, notwithstanding, 

it’s also important to talk about what it is that we want to achieve, what are the good things, 

and I think that that was very elegantly summed up by the member when she said, love is 

not a luxury it’s a necessity. So, let’s work at providing that necessity to everyone. Thank 

you. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth East. 

 

 MR. TIM HALMAN: Mr. Speaker, what a powerful evening in this House. We all 

have much to ponder. I find myself this evening haunted. Haunted by memories of my time 

serving as a teacher. I don’t speak of this very often. I was the acting vice-principal at 

Prince Andrew High School the day Rehtaeh took her life, and to hear her name reminds 

me of how important it is that this bill has moved forward to ensure our youth, to ensure 

all Nova Scotians have the necessary protections, and it’s one of those moments where you 

never forget where you were, never forget the look on my colleague’s face who had tried 

so desperately and in the most professional way to assist that situation, but not having the 

tools at their disposal to assist. The word that comes to my mind is “haunted,” and I 

suppose, for those of us who were associated with that, that’s how a great many of us feel. 

 

 I want to thank the Minister of Justice, the Premier, and my colleagues, the 

members for Pictou West and Dartmouth South for being so vocal and passionate about 

ensuring that we have a foundation built, that we have a law, a piece of legislation, in place 

to ensure the protection of Nova Scotians. 
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 Laws, Mr. Speaker, must keep up with the times in which we live. As a former 

teacher I can tell you, and many of you know this, that the manner in which young people 

communicate with each other has changed dramatically since when we were in school. At 

one time, it’s fair to say, it was the wild west when it came to how they interacted with 

each other, in terms of communicating on social media. 

 

 Now, I believe that, through this piece of legislation, we have a foundation built. 

While the bill is not perfect, I believe it is better to have an imperfect bill on cyberbullying 

than no bill on cyberbullying which is perfect. 

 

 The member for Dartmouth South mentioned the importance of making sure more 

resources are deployed on the ground. I agree wholeheartedly. Our approach to 

cyberbullying must encompass education and our health care system, along with our justice 

system, youth and family groups, community groups, and faith-based organizations. 

 

 I can tell you, as a former teacher, for those subjected to bullying or cyberbullying, 

a simple day can seem like a lifetime. Many times, while having lunch in my classroom, I 

would have students come to my room and my colleagues’ rooms just to be in a safe place. 

I know members on the other side certainly recall that. 

 

 Here’s the thing, and many in this House know this: because of social media, a 

classroom wasn’t always the safest place, because they couldn’t escape the bullying. 

 

 I believe this law will help educate. I believe this law will hold individuals who 

intentionally cause pain and suffering accountable for their actions. I believe it sets out to 

achieve that. 

 

 Those who have been subject to bullying and cyberbullying, we know they carry 

the scars for a very long time. Collectively, we are saying as a province, we must have 

legislation in place, and we must ensure that this law clearly communicates to Nova 

Scotians that we take this very seriously. 

 

 I have to say that it was inspiring, Mr. Speaker, certainly as a new MLA, to see 

members of this House work collectively to ensure the passage of this bill and to see that 

process unfold where elected members come together for the public good. 

 

 I believe Joseph Howe would be smiling down upon us. I believe that we have acted 

for the benefit, through this piece of legislation, of all Nova Scotians. Thank you. 

(Applause) 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: If I recognize the minister it will be to close the debate. 

 

 The honourable Minister of Justice. 
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 HON. MARK FUREY: Mr. Speaker, allow me to take this time to thank each of 

my colleagues for their comments. I’m going to be brief, because I could not give 

comments any more justice and purpose than my colleagues have done this evening. 

 

 I want to take this opportunity to collectively thank the House for the support 

they’ve extended this bill and for the dialogue that we’ve had - very productive, very 

progressive. I appreciate the work that my colleagues, the members for Pictou West and 

Dartmouth South have injected into this discussion and look forward to many of those 

discussions in the future as we work to address and resolve issues for all Nova Scotians. 

 

 With those few comments, I move that Bill No. 27, the Intimate Images and Cyber-

protection Act, be now read a third time and do pass. 

 

[5:15 p.m.] 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The motion is for third reading of Bill No. 27. Would all those in 

favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay. 

 

 The motion is carried. 

 

 Ordered that this bill do pass. Ordered that the title be as read by the Clerk. Ordered 

that the bill be engrossed. 

 

 The honourable Government House Leader. 

 

 HON. GEOFF MACLELLAN: Mr. Speaker, would you please call Bill No. 39. 

 

 Bill No. 39 - Financial Measures (2017) Act. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Finance and Treasury Board. 

 

 HON. KAREN CASEY: I move that Bill No. 39, the Financial Measures (2017) 

Act be now read a third time and do pass. 

 

 The Financial Measures (2017) Bill provides the legislative authority for the 

measures in the 2017-18 budget. The Financial Measures (2017) Bill allows for the 

reduction of taxes for people who need it the most. It also provides assistance to small and 

medium-sized businesses so they can invest more in their companies and create jobs. It 

allows for more investments in health care, in our youth, in our families, and in our 

communities. It lays out a clear, reasonable, and sustainable fiscal plan for this province. 

 

 That positive position has been recognized by the Parliamentary Budget Officer, 

noting that Nova Scotia is one of only two provinces in Canada that has a fiscal plan that 

is sustainable. In addition, Standard and Poor’s, a bond-rating agency, has improved Nova 
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Scotia’s long-term outlook to an A+ positive, citing improved fiscal performance as a 

reason for that change. 

 

 We recognize there is still more work to do. Being on the path to sustainable 

finances now allows us to begin a tax reform that Nova Scotians can afford. 

 

 I thank the members opposite for their comments on Bill No. 39. I expect there will 

more tonight. I now move that this bill be read for a third time and do pass. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou East. 

 

 MR. TIM HOUSTON: It’s a pleasure to rise today and make a few comments on 

the Financial Measures (2017) Bill. 

 

 I think of prior Financial Measures Acts over the last couple of years. Sometimes 

we had people marching around this Legislature and chanting and a lot of anger. That’s not 

the case this time, and that’s a good thing. 

 

 On this side of the House, we don’t want to be the voice of anger. We don’t want 

to be the voice of cynicism, as the government often says we are. We want to be the voice 

of opportunity and the voice of options. 

 

 When you look at a $10 billion budget, there’s certainly lots of opportunities buried 

within that type of a budget. The question will be, how does this government execute on 

the opportunities that are presented? 

 

 When we look at last year, we look back at a lot of the situations we had in health 

care which we know exist and which we’re still talking about today. Even in Question 

Period today, there were lots of examples of situations in health care that are less than ideal, 

shall we say. 

 

 We know that, in the face of that, even the amount of money budgeted for health 

care last year wasn’t used. So we look at the budgets that are available this year to the 

departments, and we wonder, will they be spent effectively? Will they be spent to the 

betterment of Nova Scotians? 

 

 We did have an election. We hear some of the members opposite refer to that and 

the majority that they won again. I know my colleague from Sydney River-Mira-

Louisbourg said it’s a question of using your majority now. That was true. I think many 

people who we can find in the streets who may have supported this government - they may 

support them until they need health care and then when they find, gee, there are a lot of 

gaps in the health care system, maybe they’re not so happy anymore. 
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So, we need to make sure that in the coming years delivery of health care in this 

province gets better, not worse - and it’s been getting worse. We know when the federal 

health transfer situation was being negotiated, that Nova Scotia broke ranks and signed 

their own side deal to the betterment of the federal government, many people would say. 

But one thing that our provincial government did hang their hat on was that they received 

additional funding for mental health care and they said, well, we got additional money for 

mental health care, it’s a good deal. Now here we are as time passes and we’re finding that 

people who are working in mental health in the province are wondering, where is that 

money? We didn’t see that money. That money hasn’t arrived to help front-line services. 

And they’re right. They are right.  

 

 So, again, the money even that the province would say is there is not making it to 

its intended purpose. It’s not making it to help Nova Scotians and we have to worry about 

stuff like that. The Premier has said many times that he heard the message on the need to 

improve health care in the province and he has talked about the numbers that they put 

investing in health care, but it’s like with the rural Internet which we’ll probably talk about. 

I asked the minister: When does it start? You keep saying this budget number, but when 

does it start, when will people actually have access to improved Internet? The answer is 

always, soon - it’s immediately, it’s soon, it’s all these types of things.  

 

But here we are now looking at what’s happening with mental health care 

specifically because it was held up as a big victory for Nova Scotia to get this additional 

money for mental health, and now, all these months later, the mental health professionals 

in this province are disappointed and disheartened that they haven’t even had requests to 

meet with the department fulfilled - but I think the minister did say recently that he’s now 

ready to meet with them. So, again, maybe we’ll see some action on that, but the budget’s 

a lot of numbers. The budget allocates a lot of money, but if you don’t use that money to 

the benefit of Nova Scotians, then what is the point? 

 

 You may be somebody who has supported this government but you don’t have any 

children in school or you supported this government and, now, you have a child in school 

who needs some help through the education system, needs some supports and they’re not 

there. So, I think people’s eyes get opened as time goes by, and I just hope we don’t have 

people marching in the streets around Province House today on account of this budget and 

this Financial Measures (2017) Bill but we will soon if this money is not spent effectively 

and efficiently to improve health care.  

 

I do worry when people see what happened here last night and again today with 

two bills and, on one bill, a bit of a love-in on some changes that were made by the 

government, quite rightfully, thanks to the efforts of two powerful Opposition members 

from Dartmouth South and Pictou West pushing for changes and, on one bill, they were 

accepted. Myself, I left here pretty disheartened last night when about an hour’s worth of 

very reasoned amendments, very reasoned improvements to a bill were put forth one after 

another, after another, after another - and voted down.  
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So, therein lies the other side of a majority government because I’m sure it’s kind 

of fun to giggle and pat yourself on the back and say two consecutive majorities, but if you 

don’t use them to the benefit of the people, then the back patting will soon stop - and it is 

time for it to stop on many of the cases on the health care file and on some of these bills 

that are coming before the House.  

 

 So, when we look at what is coming through this Financial Measures (2017) Bill, 

people look at it through their own lens. They will always look at it through their own lens 

and they will ask themselves, am I being treated fairly by the government? Is the 

government there to deliver the services to me that I would expect it would be there deliver? 

 

 There are a lot of people in the province who don’t feel like they’re being treated 

fairly by this government and why should they, in many cases. We’ve had a lot of talk this 

session about the situation with the universities’ funding. I talked before about the CBU 

situation. David Wheeler was there, doing what he thought was right and what he thought 

was fair, only to find out that other universities had a different concept of fairness, a 

different relationship with the government and were receiving additional funding and that 

beat goes on. Even in this recent Question Period, I think maybe in Estimates, I asked the 

minister did any other universities have SOFI loans that were forgiven, or asked to be 

forgiven? The minister said no, no. 

 

 Now, bit by bit, it comes out, the truth ultimately comes out, there were at least 

three other universities who were struggling with their SOFI loans and had asked for some 

relief or extensions from the government and they weren’t available, but they were 

available to one university. When people ask themselves, am I being treated fairly by my 

government, and then they hear these types of examples, they are quite right to be 

suspicious of whether or not they are being treated fairly, because these are the very public 

situations, very publicly-described situations of unfairness, but there are many more that 

just don’t make it to the headlines and people are right to be concerned. 

 

 When they look at the Financial Measures (2017) Bill, they’ll ask themselves, is 

this a good thing for me? If they are living in a rural area they’ll ask themselves, is it a 

good thing for me in terms of my rural Internet service? There will be money in the budget 

for that, but again, when will it start to get to the people who are seeking the relief, who 

are seeking the fairness from the government? These are the things - they’re driving the 

roads and they’re looking at how the money is being spent and they are asking themselves, 

is this a fair allocation? 

 

 There’s a lot we could be doing in this province around economic development in 

particular. I do applaud some of the tax changes that happened in this budget but we look 

at some of the industries that could be in this province, that could be growing in this 

province, that could be thriving in this province and what has happened to some of them. 
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 One budget we spent a tremendous amount of time talking about, the changes to 

the Film Tax Credit and the impact they would have on the film industry. We were very 

concerned about the impact that the changes that came through in that budget would have 

on the industry. We were called negative and we were called nay-sayers and we were called 

fear-mongers. We were called a lot of things over raising those concerns but unfortunately 

in many ways our concerns were very well-founded. If we look at the size of our industry 

here in Nova Scotia today, it’s much smaller than it was and it’s certainly much smaller 

than it should be, in terms of many of the factors that are lined up would be lined up for us 

to be having a successful, growing industry.  

 

 We might be clawing back to where we were, but there’s no success in that. That’s 

the same as looking at the funding on the long-term care facilities, where the government 

would quite rightly say, we put money back in, but they haven’t even approached putting 

back in what they took out. 

 

 There’s always two sides to the discussion that we need to consider together. We 

can’t just take one element out and say well look, here it is, without the perspective of the 

full picture and that’s what’s happening with the film industry. I’m still disheartened by 

that in so many ways because we may be clawing back in some parts of that industry, 

certainly not in all of them, but we’re nowhere near where we should be. 

 

[5:30 p.m.] 

 

 These are the types of things that we will, in time, find out are in this budget and 

what are the impacts of the things that are happening in the budget in this Financial 

Measures (2017) Bill, what impact do they have going forward. I will say that we don’t 

know what they are today, but what we do know is that we are hopeful that the government 

will not abuse its majority, we are hopeful that the government will use its majority 

effectively and efficiently to spend the money that it’s allocated through this process, to 

the benefit of Nova Scotians, around health care, around transportation. 

 

We could talk about, in transportation, the spending of money on the ferry situation. 

I remember during the campaign, I think it was right when the campaign started, that the 

ferry operator was in the news saying how high the bookings had gone, and what an 

incredibly successful year this year would be. I said at the time, to many people, that that 

was political posturing, and the numbers are now in. It was political posturing. 

 

If we look at how that investment - tourism numbers overall are up, for sure, and 

that is a good thing for this province. They are not up because of that investment. I’ve said 

many times in this House, and I will continue to say that that investment, properly spent, 

would have had an even greater impact on the growth of our tourism industry. 

 

When we think about how money is spent, we need to spend it effectively, we need 

to spend it efficiently, we need to spend it where it has the greatest return for Nova Scotians. 
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Here we are in the context of the film industry. The Film Tax Credit at the time was - $25 

million was the cost that the province had identified. They said it cost $25 million. They 

never really talked about the benefits. They never really talked about the value, they talked 

about the cost. 

 

Back to them, the cost is now pretty much that again, it’s pretty much that again. 

To what end, is the question? We have a $10 billion document here, and there’s some very 

good stuff in there. Obviously, some stuff that we were happy to see, especially around the 

take-home cancer treatments. Some of these things are good, positive movements. What I 

would say to the members opposite is, you have a lot of opportunity at your feet, to spend 

this money where it gets the maximum result for Nova Scotians. 

 

I would just ask that you do that carefully, and you do that thoughtfully, and you 

do that wisely. Taking a different path than has been taken for the past couple of years, 

because the final numbers, the final result on this budget, will only be in, in years from 

now, when the lawsuits are settled, and the dust has hit the ground, on what the cost might 

be, because of the approach that was taken on various issues. Don’t continue to take that 

approach. Take an approach which has some compassion, and shows some thoughtfulness 

on how the money is spent. 

 

I wish the government well in that. I think we’ve demonstrated our desire to provide 

some ideas, and solutions to some of the issues, and maybe some will be taken, maybe a 

couple. I don’t know what the result would have been on the total number of amendments 

we introduced on the bills over the last few days, but I think there was probably, maybe 

close to 100 amendments, in totality. I think one was accepted, maybe two. That’s a pretty 

low percentage, but it’s still higher than zero. I would only ask that the members consider 

trying to increase that percentage, if they are serious about Nova Scotians, and helping 

Nova Scotians. With those few words, I would take my seat. 

 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth North. 

 

MS. SUSAN LEBLANC: I want to start by saying that sometimes it feels strange 

to talk about what I am going to talk about today when the House, when we’ve been 

debating things like cyberbullying and adult capacity, the rights, you know, in that bill, for 

people with limited capacities. It feels a strange thing, and yet, I feel I must do it. I feel 

compelled to talk about what I am going to talk about. 

 

I’ve had many chances over this session to talk about certain things in this budget, 

in Budget Estimates and in Question Period, and I’ve talked a lot about what I think are the 

shortfalls of this budget. I am still, and I’ll be on the record for saying this, I still am in 

disbelief as the Critic for Community Services, I’m still in disbelief that the government 

has already spent somewhere close to $6 million on the elusive transformation that we 

await with bated breath, to see what will be. 
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 Now we’re going to spend $2 million more on a study to look into poverty. While 

we still make no increases to income assistance rates, while child poverty is the highest in 

the country, and while more people are using food banks than ever before, the government 

continues to plan to do things differently - but we know the people can’t wait any longer. 

 

 But I’m not going to talk about that today. I’m going to leave that there. I’m going 

to talk about the Financial Measures (2017) Bill from a very particular perspective. It’s one 

that doesn’t get much attention in this House - which is fine, I get that - or in the budget or 

even in the outside world. The everyday person looking at the budget, listening to the news 

about the budget, would not immediately look to the lines that I want to talk about, and yet 

the budget lines are intrinsically connected with the quality of life that we enjoy in Nova 

Scotia - with our health, our education, and yes, even our economy. 

 

 When someone is feeling sick and is desperate for a family doctor or desperate for 

a raise in their minimum-wage job, they don’t first go to this budget line, yet it contributes 

to our critical thinking, our political action, and our advocacy and care for one another, 

which connects to all of those things. 

 

 Surprise, surprise: today I want to talk about art. 

 

 There is a theatre director and puppet maker in Vermont named Peter Schumann. 

He’s the founder and director of a company called Bread and Puppet Theatre. As part of 

his work, he has written a manifesto about art. It’s called the Cheap Art Manifesto, and in 

that manifesto, it says - I won’t read the whole thing, because it’s a little weird, but I love 

it - it says, “Art soothes pain! Art wakes up sleepers! Art fights against war and stupidity! 

Art sings halleluja!” 

 

 Artistic expression at its best stirs emotion, allows for the potential for new 

perspectives - which we could all stand to gain from in this House - challenges social and 

political norms, educates, heals pain, and responds to happenings in our communities. The 

presence of art is something we take for granted in our world, but just imagine a world 

without it for a moment. 

 

 Sir Peter Bazalgette, who is the head of the British Arts Council, gets it perfectly. 

I’ll quote him, and I can table this if you like. “Imagine society without the civilising 

influence of the arts and you’ll have to strip out what is most pleasurable in life - and much 

that is educationally vital. Take the collective memory from our museums; remove the 

bands from our schools and choirs from our communities; lose the empathetic plays and 

dance from our theatres or the books from our libraries; expunge our festivals, literature 

and painting, and you’re left with a society bereft of a national conversation . . . about its 

identity or anything else.” 

 

 I am not saying that is what is happening in this province right now. Far from that. 
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 There was a time when I felt like that was happening in this province. I’m thinking, 

of course, of when the Progressive Conservative Minister of Culture and Heritage, Rodney 

MacDonald, shut down the Nova Scotia Arts Council with no warning and little regard for 

the value of art in our society. It was a terrifying day. It was a dark day. Just like when the 

Film Tax Credit was cut, there were people everywhere in the streets. It was a really scary 

time, actually. But I don’t think we’re in that place right now. 

 

 I don’t think we’re in nearly as dark days as those. In fact, I think there are many 

things to be excited about in this budget when it comes to art. I’m very grateful for the new 

Innovation Fund. I think that’s a very exciting amount of money, but also an exciting 

purpose to encourage innovation in the arts. I’m really happy about it, and I can’t wait to 

see what comes out of it. I’m also excited about the new money for expressions of Mi’kmaq 

culture. 

 

 Those are just two things. There is good stuff, and it’s not very often when artists 

can look to a provincial budget and go, there’s $2 million of increases. That’s incredible. 

So frankly, it’s good. (Applause) But wait, I’m going to say more. I’m going to criticize 

more. No, no. Let’s see, I’ve got 53 minutes left. Just kidding, everyone. The Old Triangle 

doesn’t close until 11:00 p.m. 

 

 They’re important funds, and they’ll be used to create incredible works of art. I 

encourage everyone to take in some of those incredible works of art when they are created. 

But here’s the thing: when those projects are finished, when those artworks are created, 

some of them will be finished forever. If they’re performance works, they may never be 

seen again. If they’re works of visual art, then that’s great. They’ll hang in museums. 

They’ll provide pleasure. 

 

 But the thing that happens to the creators is that they go back to the drawing board, 

so to speak. Pardon the pun. They go back to piecing together a living from many sources 

of income, mostly getting by, but in most cases unable to grow their art practice or get to a 

place that’s a more sustainable and less precarious way to live their lives. 

 

 They are afraid to start families. I was afraid to start a family, and finally I was like, 

you know what? I’m too old to be afraid anymore. I have to just have a baby, because this 

is what I want to do. My position as an artist in the world didn’t allow me to have the 

confidence to do something like that. That’s a big deal. 

 

 Artists can’t buy houses, generally. It’s a very particular situation - and I understand 

the irony of what I’m talking about. As the minister - pardon me, as the Critic for 

Communities, Culture and Heritage, I understand that many of the people who I work for 

in that area are obviously in the same boat. However, everyone has the right to a home. 

 

 Artists are poor, for the most part. I’ll get more to that - well, no, I’ll tell you this. 

I did a quick little survey of some theatre companies in town. I asked the artistic directors, 
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quickly tell me, your full-time employees - what is their salary? I asked three different 

companies. 

 

 For full-time employees of companies that have been around for 20 years - artists 

who have been working on their practice for 20 years - the maximum was $40,000 per year. 

The minimum was $30,000, so around $35,000 is the annual salary for an artistic director 

of a theatre company in Nova Scotia. That’s not official numbers, but that’s about right. 

That’s before taxes. 

 

 Over the course of the session, I have heard the government - and again, rightly so 

- in the Budget Estimates, in members’ statements, in Question Period boast about the 

tourism industry. There was one day when almost every person over there gave a member’s 

statement about how great the tourism industry is. 

 

 Listen, I like tourism. I like tourists. I think it’s great for our province. It’s great, 

and I’m happy to hear it. But when I think about the tourism industry, and I think about 

what people who come here to consume things in our province consume, they largely 

consume art and culture. They go to shows. They go to music. They eat yummy food 

created by chefs, who are artists. These are all artistic endeavours, and our tourism industry 

is based upon them. When we’re talking about raking in millions of dollars and doubling 

our tourism revenues, you need to recognize that that money is on the backs of poor artists 

who are largely underfunded. 

 

 So here I am in my role as the spokesperson for Communities, Culture and Heritage 

for the NDP, and I’m going to make an impassioned plea for one budget line. I would like 

to plead for a significant increase in the line to the budget that goes directly to sustaining 

grants for arts organizations. (Applause) 

 

 A $1 million increase to that budget line would create incredible economic waves 

through the arts industry. Those organizations create and sustain the art, and the art 

practices of many individual artists. They’re largely made up of artists, or they contract 

artists to create the art. They are the backbone of the professional art communities, and 

they are chronically underfunded. They do things that you would not believe with 

shoestring budgets. There are a few organizations in this province that are well funded, 

although I am willing to bet that I will get phone calls from them tomorrow saying, why 

did you call us out for saying that we have enough money because we don’t?  

 

So, Neptune Theatre, Symphony Nova Scotia, and Mermaid Theatre are well 

funded from the pot of money that I am talking about, and rightly so. They do incredible 

things and they are anchor organizations in the professional arts community here and they 

need to be well funded. 

 

 But we go from Mermaid Theatre whose operating grant is just over $100,000 to 

the rest of the other operating companies where the lowest operating amount is $10,000 
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and the highest, I believe, is $45,000 and most of them are at $25,000. There are 26 

companies in this situation.  

 

[5:45 p.m.] 

 

 So, most of these companies are between $10,000 and $35,000 at the top end and 

they have been at those levels for many years - these organizations, like 2b Theatre that 

tours around the world with very good, excellent high-quality performances that are being 

booked for years in advance; Motion Dance who, again, they tour all over the place. They 

have put Nova Scotia’s dance classes and community on the map; and Eye Level Gallery 

that features so many visual art grads from NSCAD and other artists who are making visual 

art. 

 

 So, these organizations are creating work and sustaining the work of artists full time 

and whose artistic output is very, very high. I did some number crunching - I am not an 

accountant but I can play one on TV - and $1 million dollars, I worked this out if you take 

away the top three organizations that means you divide $1 million dollars by 23 companies 

and that will be an increase of $43,000 which will be unbelievably helpful - but you can 

also increase people’s operating grants by $35,000 and add five new organizations at 

$35,000. 

 

 That is good math, eh. So, that comes up to one million bucks. There are many, 

many, many emerging arts organizations that cannot access this money at all because there 

are no new companies or organizations being added because the fund has been frozen for 

so long and there is no political will to put new increases in the arts and culture into these 

operating and sustaining grants. 

 

 So, again, I know that it’s a million bucks - well actually it is not that much money 

although a million bucks anywhere would be very helpful, we all know that. So that is my 

plea to better support these organizations and bring more organizations into the revenue 

stream, at the sustainable amount it will go a long way in creating more sustainable creative 

culture in Nova Scotia, from which would grow the more innovative minds we keep talking 

about here. We are putting a lot of emphasis on innovation in culture, in business and 

innovative minds are grown because they have access to art and things that challenge their 

brains and make people think different ways.  

 

 That is the job of art, and so if we want innovative people we need to increase our 

funding for the arts. I have already talked about the intrinsic value of art. I will reiterate 

that artists need to be highly valued and sustained by our society. Artists need to be able to 

create art and support the organizations that are run by artists and create work. Art needs 

to be a top priority of this province, and this budget would be a much better document if it 

reflected this value. 
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Now, off my notes, so bear with me, I want to echo something that the member for 

Pictou East was saying when he talked about the Film Tax Credit. We have not talked about 

the Film Tax Credit very much in this session, and it feels a bit like the film industry is in 

a better place. Screen Nova Scotia got an operating grant for $238,000. But the fact is that 

in 2014, in one union only - I’m talking about the technicians’ union, IATSE 849 - the 

salaries that that union collected, that the union members made in 2014, were $11 million. 

This year it’s $3 million, and it has dropped consistently since the tax credit was cut - $3 

million. 

 

 That is only one union. We’re not talking about actors. We’re not talking about the 

directors’ guild. We’re talking about IATSE 849. To me, that is extremely troubling. The 

film industry has taken a hit, and I am not actually sure that it will recover. 

 

 I have been told by industry professionals that when they go to meetings in Los 

Angeles or New York to talk up Nova Scotia, the first question that’s asked by producers 

is, “What’s your tax credit?” It’s not “How does the government support your industry?” 

It’s “What is your tax credit?” It’s an assumption that the support is a tax credit. 

 

 So the answer is that it’s not really a tax credit, and you know what happens? The 

decision-making producers leave the room, and the underlings are left to sort of hear about 

how great Nova Scotia is to shoot in. It’s a real issue. 

 

 The other issue with that change that happened when it did is that there is no money 

left for local film development. That money has dried up, and we need a fund of money to 

support local filmmakers who are indigenous to Nova Scotia, who need money to develop 

their scripts and then to use the equity funding to leverage money from other levels of 

government - sorry, other funders. Not necessarily other levels of government, but the 

Harold Greenberg Fund or Telefilm Canada. They will not look at anyone who doesn’t 

have some seed money. We need a pot of money to support those artists. 

 

 I’m going to close by quoting the Québécoise writer Gabrielle Roy, whose words - 

until recently, thank you to Stephen Harper - were on the $20 bill. I’m sure you remember 

that the $20 bill used to say “Could we ever know each other in the slightest without the 

arts?” 

 

 Please, let us heed these words and understand how much we benefit from art and 

culture in our province, and what we stand to lose if we do not protect and sustain our 

artists. Thank you. (Applause) 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sydney River-Mira-Louisbourg. 

 

 HON. ALFIE MACLEOD: Mr. Speaker, I just want to rise and say a few words on 

the Financial Measures (2017) Bill, and say that we’re in the dying hours of this House. 
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 This bill, of course, is going to pass. There’s no question about that. We’ve seen 

that time and time again. But I think it’s incumbent upon me to make a last-ditch effort to 

emphasize to this government and to the Department of Health and Wellness just how 

important proper funding for health care is. I believe there is money there that can be saved 

if you would actually work with the people who are in the system: the doctors - if they 

don’t all leave - the nurses, the front-line workers, the lab technicians. 

 

 We just heard some very passionate speeches about the cyberbullying bill. One of 

the things that might help that is if there was proper funding for people who could help 

those who are having challenges in their life. 

 

 Right now, you’re looking at 450 to 460 days to get a meeting with a psychologist 

on Cape Breton Island. I talk to doctors on a regular basis who are telling me that they’re 

going to have to leave. They’re going to have to leave because the working conditions that 

are put in place are not proper for them. The tax issue that’s being done with the federal 

government is creating a problem. 

 

 When I had some discussions with the Minister of Health and Wellness, he made it 

very clear that they, the government, have a majority. I’ll make it very clear: they have a 

majority, but the onus on them is to make sure that they use that majority to help Nova 

Scotians. When you have 100,000 people who don’t have a doctor and the plans you keep 

hearing are for two and three and four years down the road, that is of no comfort to the 

families who need someone today. 

 

 Mr. Speaker, this budget has been allocated to do the right thing for the people of 

the Province of Nova Scotia and the right thing to do for people, to do for all the people of 

Nova Scotia, regardless of who they voted for, is to make sure that their quality of life is 

good and that they can access the services that they’ve come to expect. 

 

 I know that when I vote “no” today, that it’s not going to make any difference. I’m 

hoping, though, I’m sincerely hoping that the government will look at some of the 

shortfalls, will look at what is happening in health care and decide to act today, not three 

and four years down the road.  

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Leader of the New Democratic Party. 

 

 MR. GARY BURRILL: Mr. Speaker, my opposition to this bill and the budget that 

it codifies into law and my opposition to the approach to the economy of Nova Scotia that 

it embodies, is an opposition that is rooted in, amongst other things, the experience of 

economics in my own family. 

 

 I’d like to take a few moments, just as I open, to explain how that is so. My people 

come from Yarmouth County, which experienced one of the most dramatic out-migrations 

in the history of our province, the out-migration to the Boston States in the years following 



1860 ASSEMBLY DEBATES THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 

 

the First World War. Now this was the generation of my grandparents, many of whose 

brothers and sisters and cousins moved to New England, mainly to Massachusetts, in those 

years, who throughout their lives, returned home every summer and spent time at home 

with their families, particularly once they got older in life and were in retirement.  

 

 That was when I, as a younger person, particularly in the summers, spent a great 

deal of time with and getting to know them and hearing about their lives. I grew up and 

heard a lot, as a younger person, listening to the generation of my great uncles and my great 

aunts talking when they were home, about their lives in the United States over the years. 

Most particularly their talk would often run to that period of 10 or a dozen years before the 

outbreak of the Second World War. They would speak about those years, many features of 

them - carpentry jobs, mill jobs, domestic jobs, hard times and good times. But as a person, 

there was one word that they said with a sense of significance, that when they said it that 

it almost sounded sacred. The one word they all said with this special kind of weighted 

sense was the word ‘Roosevelt’.  

 

 Now bear with me, Mr. Speaker, I’ll be returning to our budget in a moment but I 

want to explain about the background to the significance of that word. The background was 

the economics of their experience of the Great Depression. In 1928 Herbert Hoover, a 

Republican and a fiscal conservative, had been elected President of the United States. 

When the stock market crash took place in 1929, his approach to the economic crisis was 

one totally consistent with his fiscally conservative approach. 

 

 For Herbert Hoover, if the economy was not performing well and certainly at that 

time it wasn’t, for him this must be because, in his view, the government was failing to 

operate with a balanced budget. Taxes for investors must be, in his view, too high. That 

must be the source of the problem. The result must be that the too-high taxes are being used 

to support bloated government expenditures. Such was the train of thinking of Herbert 

Hoover’s mind. Therefore, Herbert Hoover’s solution to the economic crisis was not to 

invest. The Hoover solution was port to starboard, to cut. When the Great Depression then 

deepened in 1930 and 1931, the greater the deepening happened, the greater was the 

response of that American administration to respond to the crisis, thinking this would solve 

it, of bringing in an ever deeper series of cuts. 

 

[6:00 p.m.] 

 

 The Hoover solution was to cut, restrict, constrict and then to do that some more, 

assuming that at some point - this was a path - by focusing exclusively on the balancing of 

that budget, that could lead to the rectifying of the increasingly deepeningly-dire economic 

situation in the country. Those who lived through that crisis in 1929, 1930, and 1931 in 

those circumstances, there are people who remembered the details of this very clearly. As 

the cuts deepened, people had less and less money to spend. As a result, of course, 

businesses’ profits began and then continued to decline. As a result of the loss of profit in 

the business sector, of course, employees were laid off. Laid off employees had less and 
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less to spend and the downward spiral continued to a place that was deeply frightening to 

everybody who lived through it. 

 

 People who had never been without work in their lives were without work for the 

first time, many of them on bread lines. People who had been brought up on a farm, had 

never known anything about hunger, were hungry for the first time in their experience. 

Then in 1932 something happened and this is a matter of the experience of our people in 

Nova Scotia who have known such levels of out-migration over generations, this is a matter 

from our people’s history that is very important for us to not be ignorant of in this particular 

moment in 2017. 

 

 In 1932, the Democrats in the United States nominated for President, Franklin 

Roosevelt and he ran on the basis in 1932 of what was an entirely new, an entirely 

innovative idea about how to deal with the crisis. We’re familiar with its name, it was 

called the New Deal. Roosevelt and the New Dealers, as they were called, held the view 

that the core cause of the Depression was a chronic shortfall of aggregate demand. 

Therefore, since aggregate demand being chronically insufficient was the cause of the 

economic shortfall, the economic road forward, the New Dealers said, was exactly the 

opposite of the proposal that Hoover had been putting forward. It wasn’t to cut, it wasn’t 

to restrict, it wasn’t to constrict the spending of the government and the investment of the 

government in its people, it was rather for the government to, in a bold way that it had not 

done before, move into the business of investing in people’s lives. 

 

 Therefore, purchasing power would be stimulated, incomes would be increased, 

new investment would be drawn towards a re-invigorated market and thus, they held, the 

chronic constriction and shrinking of our economy and the crisis that had come to be 

experienced by so many, thus this crisis would be lifted. 

 

 Roosevelt won that election and the New Deal was implemented and soon soup 

kitchens began to shrink. Bread lines started withering up and people went back to work, 

people began again to buy things. The Depression lifted. Some of my own relatives’ 

positions, I’m sure this is true of the relatives of many of those here this evening, found 

themselves in circumstances as the New Deal continued to gather momentum, where they 

went from utter destitution to places where they were able to provide for their children, 

even to buy homes and to establish coherent working lives. 

 

 For the rest of those people’s lives even until as old people, they came home and 

spoke about it decades later to me, their young, very interested great-nephew. The word 

“Hoover” was a word they spat out. The word “Roosevelt” was pronounced with a certain 

reverence. 

 

 I want to return to the present moment, and I want to say something that will sound 

very harsh but is a considered and weighed judgment. In my view, what we have at the 

moment in Nova Scotia is a Hooverist administration. 
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 What is the legacy of this government’s first term? The legacy of this government’s 

first term is the cutting, the elimination, of the entire Department of Economic and Rural 

Development and Tourism, with the loss of jobs resulting in the hundreds; the cutting of 

jobs in parks; the cutting of jobs in tourism; the cutting of support to organizations like the 

CNIB, Eating Disorders Nova Scotia, seniors groups, community groups all over the 

province; the cutting of the Film Tax Credit - as the member for Dartmouth North has 

spoken about so articulately - with the resulting dispersal of hundreds of thousands of 

creative, project-oriented, and entrepreneurial people to jurisdictions with more future 

oriented programs of support to the creative sector; the cutting, I am sorry to say, of the 

funds that support staffing and programming and diet in nursing homes all across Nova 

Scotia. 

 

 What was accomplished by all of this cutting, all this retrenchment, all this 

shrinking? This, Mr. Speaker, and this alone: a budget surplus and then a second budget 

surplus as we have it before us in this current bill. 

 

 At what price have these budget surpluses been accomplished? At the price of the 

government’s making no investments significant enough to alter the fact that we in Nova 

Scotia have the worst child poverty rate of any province in our country. This was 

accomplished, this budget surplus, at the price of the government’s making no investments 

significant enough to alter the fact that in Nova Scotia, we have the fastest rate of increase 

in food bank use of any jurisdiction in the country. These back-to-back budget surpluses 

that have been accomplished at the great price of the closing of the door of opportunity, of 

the government’s making no investments significant enough to alter the fact that we have 

the fastest-rising tuition of any province in the country. 

 

 If you read anything about the story of those years in the United States - 1930, 1931, 

and 1932 - one thing that you will be struck by about Herbert Hoover and his approach is 

the absolute swaggering self-certainty, the utter self-satisfaction, the absence of any critical 

self-reflection with which Herbert Hoover held the view that prioritizing budget surpluses 

over investment in people was the path that could lead to recovery from the economic 

doldrums. 

 

 We hear the echoes of this sanctimoniousness in the defences that are offered of 

this budget and for this budget and the defences that are offered of and for the program of 

which this budget is a part. We hear the echoes of the voice of Herbert Hoover in the 

proclamation of Bill No. 148, as though our economy is going to thrive and prosper when 

the incomes of the entire provincial public sector are frozen and surpassed by annual 

inflation. 

 

 We hear the echoes of Herbert Hooverism in our minimum wage, as though our 

small businesses can thrive and reinvest when they are selling into a market where a third 

of employees make under $15 an hour. While other provinces move to $15 an hour, our 

province moves this year 15 cents. 
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 We hear the echoes of Herbert Hooverism when the budget is balanced by funds 

being withheld that had been earmarked for hospital infrastructure spending with the result 

that our hospital infrastructure continues to crumble in communities across the province. 

We hear the echoes of Herbert Hooverism in a budget that increases social assistance rates 

by zero dollars and zero cents. We certainly hear the echoes of Herbert Hooverism when 

the members of the government roar in disbelief, sometimes in rudeness, and occasionally 

even in anger that anybody should dare suggest that they, like the Republicans of 1932, are 

anything other than utter heroes. 

 

 What we are presented with in this Financial Measures Bill is a budget and a 

program which is entirely a Hooverist reversal. It takes us backwards to the Hooverist 

approach, which wrongly thinks we can cut our way towards a prosperous future. It fails 

to recognize that there is another, more future-oriented path for which the people in our 

province are crying out as surely as my great uncles and great aunts were crying out for 

The New Deal in the early 1930s in Massachusetts. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Leader of the Official Opposition. 

 

 HON. JAMIE BAILLIE: I intend to do an examination of the Financial Measures 

Bill in a moment. But I just wanted to say, after hearing the speech of the Leader of the 

NDP, that I now understand why he has been so hard on the Premier and the Premier’s 

grasp of history because that was a great historical lesson that he provided to us. 

 

 He did leave one or two things out, Mr. Speaker. I am actually a Franklin Delano 

Roosevelt fan myself. When Roosevelt came into office in the Great Depression, he felt 

that one of the best things he could do was put people back to work, building infrastructure 

of his country. He started the Tennessee Valley Authority. He built the interstate highway 

system. He generated a great rural electrification program. All of those are great examples 

of public/private partnerships that got the country going. (Laughter) I see Mr. Buick in the 

gallery can’t take it anymore. (Laughter) 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. How about we get back to Bill No. 39? The 

honourable Leader of the Official Opposition has the floor. 

 

 MR. BAILLIE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I intend to make good use of it in the next 

few minutes. 

 

 I also just want to say quickly that there was another President Roosevelt, Teddy 

Roosevelt. It was before the Leader of the NDP’s time. It was more aligned with my 

colleague the member for Colchester-Musquodoboit Valley’s time. He, too, was a 

Republican Roosevelt President of the United States. He was known for his great 

environmentalism. He started the national parks commissions across the states. He went to 

the Grand Canyon and insisted that it be protected for all time. 
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 He was also known as a trust-buster, Mr. Speaker. He saw the great concentration 

of corporate wealth at the top of the hierarchy of the United States, and he busted it up to 

support the small businesses of the United States. He was, in a way, a leading Progressive 

Conservative. I just want to pay a little tribute to the other Roosevelt who was also 

President of the United States a long, long time ago. 

 

 Now I know everyone is wondering what this has to do with the Financial Measures 

Act of 2017. Let me say this. The great question that we came into this House with after 

the election was whether the government get the message about health care and the crisis 

in health care or not. All 51 of us were engaged with voters for those 30 days in May, many 

of us criss-crossing the province. We met families without a doctor. We met parents whose 

son or daughter is on a year-long wait-list in Cape Breton for mental health services. We 

met people in chronic pain who had been waiting two years to get hip or knee surgeries, 

important surgeries to relieve that pain. 

 

[6:15 p.m.] 

 

 I’ll never forget the day I met an older woman who had been on pain medication 

for so long while she waited for her hip surgery that after the surgery was finally done, she 

needed addiction treatment for the addiction she had developed to that pain medication. 

These are the great issues that had people wanting to know, did this government get the 

message about health care? 

 

 Sadly, Mr. Speaker, the answer is obviously no. This is the last bill to come forward 

in this Fall session of the House. It is the bill where the government literally puts its money 

where its mouth is. 

 

 There has been lots of lip service from this government about health care. The 

Premier himself said that they got the message before this House session started. Then we 

had the budget and the Estimates and the Financial Measures (2017) Bill that we see before 

us - not one new cent in primary health care, which is where the investments need to go to 

make sure that people get the family doctors they need. There is very little for mental health 

care in this budget despite the glaring need. The wait-lists for important surgeries are not 

going down. They are going up. 

 

 Beyond that, when the government does bring in its budget, and it prepares all of 

the budget bulletins that go with it, all they talk about is, we’re putting $1 million into this, 

or we’re putting $1.2 million into that, as if the money itself is the story. That is not the 

story. Why does the government never, ever think - when they do take action on health 

care - to tell us who’s going to benefit? How many people will get the help they need? How 

many more doctors will be available to Nova Scotians? 

 

 There’s been no announcement about the important things that Nova Scotians want 

to know. How much can we bring that wait-list down for mental health services in Cape 



THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 ASSEMBLY DEBATES 1865 

 

Breton? How much shorter can we make the wait for chronic pain and the important 

surgeries that can relieve that pain? How many families will get a doctor that don’t have 

one today? Not one single target in any of those areas. We talked about the cap-and-trade 

bill and how it doesn’t have targets on the environment. This is the bigger issue at the 

moment, the crisis issue: our health care system. 

 

 Today we talked about the Nova Scotia Health Authority issuing 101 press releases 

in the first half of this year. Sixty of them were about emergency room closures. That’s 

more than half. Thirty were about blood clinic closures. Ninety per cent of those releases 

were about important services that were closing. 

 

 Where is the press release that says the government is taking new action and that 

another 1,000 families will get a doctor? There isn’t one. Or the press release that says the 

wait times for mental health are dropping for young people? There isn’t one. 

 

 Yet when the budget comes to this House, we’re supposed to be happy if there’s $1 

million going somewhere. Nova Scotians don’t care about the $1 million. What they care 

about is the people who aren’t getting the help they need. Here we are, no further ahead on 

those important things. 

 

 Did this government get the message about health care, about doctors, about mental 

health? No, they did not. What is an election for if it’s not for the voters to tell their political 

candidates what’s important to them? 

 

 The voters did tell us. They truly want to believe that when the election is over, 

their voice will be heard after they’ve dropped their ballot in the ballot box. But that is not 

the case, or we would have a budget here in this House that has been labelled the health 

care budget, that puts real investments into health care and sets real targets for more doctors 

and for mental health wait-lists and all the rest. But we do not have that. They did not get 

the message. 

 

 When I was asking the Premier about cap-and-trade today, and earlier in this 

session, this was the point we wanted to make. People deserve to know the cost, and this 

government is determined to always tell them the cost of things when it comes to health 

care. They deserve to know the benefits, as well, when the government is spending money 

in health care. But there’s never any discussion about the benefits. 

 

 That’s very telling. It’s very telling because people want to know, do you care about 

the dollars or do you care about people? If you cared about people, you would put that up 

front. A budget that cared about people would say, this budget is about health care and 

getting people the help they need because that’s what they told us they wanted and, yet, it 

is not. 

 



1866 ASSEMBLY DEBATES THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 

 

 I do want to say, changing gears for a moment, that one of the things that we have 

supported both in the campaign in our respective platforms and right up to today, is the tax 

cut that is aimed at our lowest-income Nova Scotians, delivered by way of increasing the 

basic personal amount so that Nova Scotians get a real tax break starting with the most 

modest-incomed Nova Scotians. This is something that we support. It actually makes the 

cost of living a little easier for the people who need that help the most. 

 

On this one, the government was very quick in the press release that accompanied 

the Financial Measures (2017) Bill and in the budget documents themselves, to put that tax 

cut right up front so that everybody would know the amount of the tax cut. They broke it 

down into different income levels so that people would know at $20,000, at $40,000, at 

$60,000 this is what this tax cut will mean for individual families.  

 

That would be good if it was the whole story, Mr. Speaker, but, in this very same 

session of the House, the government brings in a cap-and-trade plan without any disclosure 

about how much more in cap-and-trade costs the government is going to add to the family 

budget of those very same people, how much more they’re going to have to pay to drive to 

work or to heat their home or to buy the groceries or to pay the electric bill. There is no 

open, transparent press release that answers those questions. 

 

 As much as we support that tax cut, if it isn’t followed by a transparent analysis of 

the extra cost the government is putting onto the backs of Nova Scotians at the same time, 

then, it is not really meaningful and that’s a problem. It would have been so much better 

and more respectful of hard-working, taxpaying Nova Scotians if the government said, 

look, there is this tax cut. That’s good. We are going to ask you to pay more on the other 

side. I know that’s a lot to ask but here’s what it will mean for the environment. Then Nova 

Scotians could have all the information they need to determine whether they’re supportive 

of this or not, but they don’t get the whole story. They got half the story. They don’t know 

how much more, because their government won’t tell them they’re going to have to pay 

cap and trade and they also don’t know how much, if any, the environment will improve 

by.  

 

You can’t support a budget that only tells Nova Scotians half the story. I know that 

the Minister of Health and Wellness has been among the members on the government side 

to keep pointing out that we’re voting against the budget and, yes, we are. We wanted a 

health care budget. We wanted to see real investments and more doctors and mental health 

and wait-time reductions. That’s not happening and I will repeat: we will vote against every 

budget this government brings in until they get serious about getting people a family doctor. 

That is the reality of the situation we’re in. 

 

 For the small businesses of Nova Scotia, the government was very quick to pat 

itself on the back for raising the small-business threshold which would result in less tax 

paid by a lot of our small businesses, and they were very quick to quantify how much that 

would be. That is a good thing, but it’s only half the story because at the same time the 
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federal Liberal Government in Ottawa is enacting some pretty serious tax increases on 

those very same small businesses. We asked this government to tell us how much more 

will come out of the pockets of small businesses because of the federal changes and the 

government says, well, we don’t know, that’s federal, we just passed along your concerns. 

As if that’s the whole job of being in government. 

 

 How can a Nova Scotia small business celebrate the increase in their small business 

threshold when they are not also given the straight goods on how much more cap and trade 

will cost or how much more they’re going to have to pay in taxes because of the federal 

changes, Mr. Speaker? We need more openness and transparency in government; we need 

a government that will actually trust the citizens of Nova Scotia with all of the information 

that they need to decide whether they like the direction that the province is going in or not. 

 

 You know, Mr. Speaker, Nova Scotia’s small businesses are successful because 

they are very good at analyzing the costs and the benefits of different programs, and 

deciding what direction they want to take their business in. Why not trust them to do the 

same thing when the federal government and the provincial government makes changes to 

the way they are taxed, or to the way that we manage the natural environment? Why not 

let them see the whole story? Maybe voter turnout would be higher if Nova Scotians felt 

they were being given the entire picture, both before and after the election. That would be 

wonderful if that happened. 

 

 You know, in its essence a budget is really just a list of all the taxes the government 

is going to take in, and all the programs that they are going to spend money on going out 

the other side, and then it’s either balanced or not at the bottom, Mr. Speaker. I think it’s 

fair to say this government has made it very clear that their focus is on those things. 

 

 But there is a third element that is missing from this budget and, quite frankly, every 

budget this government has brought in. And that third element is growth, it is opportunity, 

it is prosperity, it is jobs, Mr. Speaker. That’s where Nova Scotians want to see our energy. 

How do we provide more young people with opportunities here at home? How do we get 

our economy growing instead of flatlining or shrinking? How do we show the people of 

Nova Scotia we can be more prosperous in the future than we are today? In other words, 

the vision thing - where is the vision thing? 

 

 Mr. Speaker, there are so many ways that we could be moving ahead. There are so 

ways we could be working on getting cheaper, cleaner energy to this province, as one 

example. Just today there was a report about how Nova Scotians are going to have to pay 

two or three times the North American price for natural gas, as an example, and that real 

Nova Scotia manufacturers like Michelin, like Oxford Frozen Foods and others are now 

looking to whether they can afford to stay on natural gas, even though it is cleaner and 

cheaper than the fuels that it replaced, because there is no plan to make sure that we can 

take advantage of the North America-wide surge in the supply of natural gas and the 

environmental benefits and the jobs that come with it. 
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 Three years ago, Mr. Speaker, this government was giving a report on onshore gas 

development and brought in a bill to ban onshore gas development in all its forms, 

specifically to ban high-volume hydraulic fracturing. I know the government thinks that’s 

because that’s what the polls say is popular and I suppose they do. 

 

 Right now, in Springhill, there is a company with an exploration licence in 

Springhill, not even for hydraulic fracturing, whose licence is about to expire and they are 

pulling out. The potential for jobs is pulling out with them and the potential for our own 

domestic supply of gas is pulling out with them because three years later the government 

still hasn’t defined what it banned, and so any company wanting to do onshore exploration 

and development here has been scared off. As a result, one more hope of how we might 

move forward as a province and create some jobs, particularly in rural areas, disappears. 

 

[6:30 p.m.] 

 

 I will finish up with this. I think deep down in our hearts, all of us know not only 

that this is a great province but that it could be a prosperous province as well. We travel 

around. Many Nova Scotians vacation in their own province. They see the abundance of 

natural resources, the world-class lobster fishery and ground fishery, and the forest stands 

that we have harvested for hundreds of years that are still there today to be harvested again 

in a responsible way. They visit the Towns of Antigonish and Wolfville and the Cities of 

Halifax and Sydney, and they see the great universities that we have and the tens of 

thousands of smart graduates who come out every year. They look at the beautiful 

campuses we now have at the Nova Scotia Community College and all the graduates who 

come out of there as well. They look on a map, and they see that we are part of free trade 

agreements in North America and now with Europe, and we’re in the middle of both. They 

watch every day as our great ports bring in and send out containers full of products here in 

Halifax and in Sydney and in the other ports. 

 

 They see all of that, and they wonder why are we a have-not province when we 

have so much going for us? That is the great lament of Nova Scotia. We know we have the 

resources and the ingenuity and the business sense and the location on the planet and the 

higher education institutions to make us wealthy. 

 

 It just takes vision. It just takes a plan. If this government spent half as much time 

on that as they did on trying to shave a few dollars off the cost side of the equation, we 

would all be in much better shape. 

 

 So I do want to say to the government, yes, we are voting against the budget and 

the Financial Measures (2017) Bill. We will continue to until there’s a real plan for family 

doctors, or more specifically, until those Nova Scotians who are crying out for a doctor get 

the health care that we need. Yes, we will vote against this budget and every budget that 

this government brings in until the wait-list for adolescent mental health in Cape Breton 

Island falls below the embarrassing one-year length that it is at now. Yes, we will vote 
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against this budget when people in chronic pain have to wait two years or more for basic 

surgeries in our hospitals. 

 

 At the same time, we will vote against every budget that wastes another year in a 

flatlined economy while Nova Scotians want to see this province start to take advantage of 

the amazing potential it has and move its economy forward and create real opportunity for 

all Nova Scotians. That is the budget that we continue to hope to see come from this 

government. That is the day we will start voting for budgets and against budgets like this 

one that completely misses the point of what Nova Scotians want their government working 

on. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: If I recognize the minister it will be to close the debate.  

 

The honourable Minister of Finance and Treasury Board. 

 

 HON. KAREN CASEY: Before I begin to respond to what we have just heard, I do 

want to take the opportunity to thank all of the public servants who worked very hard in all 

of our departments to build this budget. (Applause) 

 

 I stand to close third reading debate of Bill No. 39, the Financial Measures (2017) 

Act. We have listened, and we have heard. We have had a history lesson in U.S. economics. 

It felt like I was back in Grade 11 perhaps, where we talked about that. I also heard from 

some of the members who were acknowledging that there were some positive things in the 

budget. It’s great to hear that from the Opposition members. 

 

 In fact, one of the speakers talked about options and opportunities in this particular 

budget. I think it’s important to look at that. Whenever a government is building a budget, 

they have to look at options and opportunities. They have to look at the resources they 

have, the needs of Nova Scotians, and how you can best invest the precious dollars that we 

have into services for Nova Scotians without loading a greater burden on our children and 

our grandchildren, who will be paying for that forever. 

 

 We heard one of the speakers talk about the legacy of this government. I can tell 

you that the legacy of this government is one I’m very proud of, one that we’re very proud 

of. 

 

 I could go on and talk about the legacy of the previous government, one that I am 

sure - I would think, I can’t be sure - I would think many people in that government would 

not be very happy with the legacy that they left. That government, the NDP Government, 

was one that took money out of classrooms. It bought labour peace at a price that this 

province could not afford. 

 

 We had an election in 2013, and Nova Scotians made a decision then that they did 

not want that legacy for their kids and grandkids. They wanted a government that would 
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be responsible. Also in 2013, they listened when we were saying, we have to take the 

chequebook away from the NDP, and we did. We talk about a balance, and I think it’s 

important that we focus on a balance, but you’re settling wage contracts with an increase 

of 7.5 per cent in wages and the revenue of the province coming in at the same time is 

hovering around 1 per cent, that’s not a very fair balance. That’s their legacy. They can 

live with that. It will not be our legacy. 

 

 We have said that we would live within our means, that we would bring the fiscal 

health of this province back in line. I’ve spoken a couple of times here about how that’s 

being recognized nationally. We are one of two provinces that have a sustainable path for 

fiscal health in this province. 

 

 When investors are looking at Nova Scotia, they’re looking at the bond rating that 

we have. Our bond rating has just increased to . . . 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. The honourable Minister of Finance and Treasury 

Board has the floor. 

 

 MS. CASEY: Our bond rating has increased to A+ positive. That’s what investors 

look at. 

 

 When we were looking at how can you use the precious dollars that you have, we 

look at those people and those services in Nova Scotia who were in greatest need. One of 

the members spoke about the tax reform, and acknowledged that we were - when we were 

fiscally able to do it, to address taxes in this province. We did that, and we will continue to 

do that while we have the resources to do that. 

 

 I know that whenever there’s a budget presented, there will be places where people 

can say we should have done more, you should have done this, you should have done that. 

That’s the role of the Opposition. But I do want to acknowledge the comments from the 

Opposition members who did speak positively about some of the items in the budget. 

That’s encouraging. They are paying attention to what we are doing. We will continue to 

do what is best for Nova Scotians. 

 

 So Mr. Speaker, with those comments, I will obviously expect support from the 

Opposition. I move that we now close third reading debate on Bill No. 39, the Financial 

Measures (2017) Act. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The motion is for third reading of Bill No. 39. 

 

 There has been a request for recorded vote. We will ring the bells. (Interruption) 

We will not ring the bells. 

 

 Are the Whips satisfied? 
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 The Clerks will now prepare for the recorded vote. I will ask all members to remain 

absolutely silent. When your name is called, please stand tall and please state clear “yea” 

or “nay”. 

 

 The Clerks will now conduct the recorded vote. 

 

 [The Clerk calls the roll.] 

 

 [6:40 p.m.] 

 

 YEAS       NAYS 

 

 Mr. Churchill      Mr. MacMaster 

 Mr. Furey      Mr. MacLeod 

 Ms. Regan      Mr. Dunn 

 Mr. MacLellan     Ms. MacFarlane 

 Mr. McNeil      Mr. Baillie 

 Ms. Casey      Mr. d’Entremont 

 Mr. Glavine      Mr. David Wilson 

 Mr. Delorey      Mr. Burrill 

 Mr. Colwell      Ms. Zann 

 Ms. Miller      Ms. Roberts 

 Mr. Kousoulis      Ms. Leblanc 

 Mr. Porter      Ms. Martin 

 Mr. Gordon Wilson     Ms. Chender 

 Mr. Hines      Ms. Smith-McCrossin 

 Ms. Diab      Ms. Paon 

 Mr. Ince      Mr. Houston 

 Mr. Rankin      Mr. Orrell 

 Mr. Mombourquette     Mr. Lohr 

 Ms. Arab      Ms. Adams 

 Mr. Horne      Ms. Masland 

 Mr. Maguire      Mr. Halman 

 Mr. Jessome      Mr. Harrison 

 Ms. Lohnes-Craft 

 Ms. DiConstanzo 

 Mr. Irving 

 

 THE CLERK: For, 25. Against, 22. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The motion is carried. 

 

 Ordered that this bill do pass. Ordered that the title be as read by the Clerk. Ordered 

that the bill be engrossed. 
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 The honourable Government House Leader. 

 

 HON. GEOFF MACLELLAN: Mr. Speaker, that concludes government business 

for this evening. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The House will now recess for a few minutes while we await the 

arrival of His Honour. 

 

 [6:44 p.m. The House recessed.] 

 

 [6:51 p.m. The House reconvened.] 

 

 SERGEANT-AT-ARMS: Order, please. 

 

His Honour the Administrator is without. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: Let His Honour the Administrator be admitted. 

 

 [The Speaker and the Clerks left the Chamber. 

 

 The Administrator, Hon. Justice Joel E. Fichaud, preceded by his escort and by Mr. 

David Fraser, Sergeant-at-Arms, bearing the Mace, entered the House of Assembly 

Chamber. The Administrator then took his seat on the Throne. 

 

 The Sergeant-at-Arms then departed and re-entered the Chamber, followed by the 

Speaker, the Honourable Kevin Murphy; the Chief Clerk of the House, Neil Ferguson; and 

the Assistant Clerks, Annette Boucher and Nicole Arsenault.] 

 

 SERGEANT-AT-ARMS: Please rise. His Honour the Administrator. 

 

 [The Speaker, with the Clerk on his left and the Sergeant-at-Arms and Assistant 

Clerks on his right, took up his position at the foot of the Table of the House.] 

 

 SERGEANT-AT-ARMS: It is the wish of His Honour that the ladies and gentlemen 

be seated. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: May it please Your Honour, the General Assembly of the 

Province has, in its present Session, passed certain bills to which, in the name and on behalf 

of the General Assembly, I respectfully request Your Honour’s Assent. 
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 THE CLERK: 

 

 Bill No. 7 - Workers’ Compensation Act. 

 

 Bill No. 8 - Pre-primary Education Act. 

 

 Bill No. 10 - Municipal Government Act and Halifax Regional Municipality 

Charter. 

 

 Bill No. 12 - Boxing Authority Act. 

 

 Bill No. 13 - Harmony Cemetery Company, in the County of Colchester, An 

Act to Incorporate. 

 

 Bill No. 15 - Environment Act. 

 

 Bill No. 16 - Adult Capacity and Decision-making Act. 

 

 Bill No. 17 - Solemnization of Marriage Act. 

 

 Bill No. 18 - Congregation of Notre Dame, Saint Joseph Province Dissolution 

Act. 

 

 Bill No. 19 - Consumer Protection Statutes. 

 

 Bill No. 24 - Canadian Baptists of Atlantic Canada, An Act Respecting. 

 

 Bill No. 27 - Intimate Images and Cyber-protection Act. 

 

 Bill No. 29 - Marine Renewable-energy Act. 

 

 Bill No. 33 - Gas Distribution Act. 

 

 Bill No. 36 - Lunenburg Common Lands (2017) Act. 

 

 Bill No. 39 - Financial Measures (2017) Act. 

 

 Bill No. 41 - Digby Water Commission Act. 
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THE ADMINISTRATOR: 

 

In Her Majesty’s name, I Assent to these Bills. 

 

MR. SPEAKER: Your Honour, having been graciously pleased to give your Assent 

to the Bills passed during the present Session, it becomes my agreeable duty on behalf of 

Her Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects, her faithful Commons of Nova Scotia, to present 

to Your Honour a Bill for the Appropriation of Supply granted in the present Session for 

the support of the Public Service, and to request Your Honour’s Assent thereto. 

 

THE CLERK: 

 

Bill No. 48 - Appropriations Act, 2017. 

 

THE ADMINISTRATOR: 

 

In Her Majesty’s name, I thank Her loyal subjects. I accept their benevolence, and 

I Assent to this Bill. 

 

[The Speaker and the Clerks left the Chamber.] 

 

[The Administrator left the Chamber.] 

 

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS: His Honour, the Speaker. 

 

[The Speaker took the Chair.] 

 

MR. SPEAKER: I would ask the members to please rise and join me in the singing 

of our national anthem. 

 

[The national anthem was sung by the members.] 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Premier. 

 

 THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, before I move that we close this session, I do want 

to take a few minutes. First of all, at the beginning of the session, when we had our Throne 

Speech, we recognized a number of Nova Scotians who had made an extraordinary 

contribution who we had lost since the last time we were sitting. As many members of this 

House would know, yesterday, we lost Grace Kinley, who along with her husband, His 

Honour, represented the Queen in our province as the Lieutenant-Governor. On behalf of 

all Members of this House, I want to extend our deepest sympathies to the Kinley family 

and let them know that they are in our thoughts and prayers as they go through this journey 

as a family. 
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[7:00 p.m.] 

 

 I also want to acknowledge the tremendous support that we receive as we sit in this 

House, from so many people. To our Pages, I think I speak on behalf of all members of this 

House that each time we come into this House and see so many young people here, it gives 

us tremendous hope for the future of this province. You not only represent your peers well; 

you represent all of us very well inside of this House. 

 

 I want to recognize those at Legislative TV. To the Clerks, you have to suffer 

through all of the debate. I want to acknowledge Hansard - Bob Kinsman, who’s now 

enjoying his retirement - and Colleen Denomme and the Hansard team for their tremendous 

support. Legislative Library - Peter, Mike, and all of the support staff here at the House. 

 

 The Sergeant-at-Arms and the extraordinary group of Commissionaires, who not 

only serve us as we’re sitting in this House but are here all the time. As members come 

back and forth from their constituencies, it is a great comfort to see the professional way 

that we’re greeted in this House and served. Thank you and not just for the service you 

provide to us during the Session but all year long. 

 

 I want to thank the Halifax Regional Police and the RCMP who have provided 

security in and around this building at different times. I’m grateful we didn’t require them 

as much as we have in the past. 

 

 I want to acknowledge the staffs of all of our caucus offices who do a tremendous 

job. To the Opposition staff, who I hope are listening, I know what a challenge it is at times 

to prepare for bills that are dropped here, and then you’re expected to pull together speaking 

notes and get ready for Question Period and help members prepare for Question Period. 

On behalf of all members of this House, I want to extend our thanks to you.  

 

To our own staff, let me offer a great deal of appreciation from our members to 

those in the caucus office and those who work in the Minister’s Office or in the Premier’s 

Office. We thank you for your support to us and to our families and, quite frankly, your 

service to Nova Scotians. 

 

 I want to thank the entire Public Service. This has been an extraordinary year for 

them. A budget dropped, and then of course, we went into a campaign. We all went out 

and looked for the votes of Nova Scotians and then returned back here to go through 

another budget session. I can tell you how proud I am, each and every day, of the public 

servants who work on behalf of us in this province and deliver services to Nova Scotians, 

so I want to thank all of them. 

 

 On behalf of all of the members of this House, as we’re here, our constituency 

offices are still running. I want to acknowledge our constituency assistants, who are not 
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here, who do a tremendous amount of work day in and day out on behalf of the people 

we’re so fortunate to represent here in this House. 

 

 I want to acknowledge all of our families. Being in this House - this job’s a tough 

job every day, when it comes to families having to enjoy some of the activity that we get 

ourselves into. But when you’re actually in this House and you’re committed to being here 

five days a week, it is always challenging. In many cases, it becomes - I can speak for 

myself. My children were raised by their mother. She became a single parent when this 

House is sitting, and she became both mother and father while the House was sitting. 

 

 I think that reflects what happens in a lot of our houses when this place is sitting 

and the hours we’re sitting, so I do want to acknowledge all of our families for their 

commitment to each of the members, but also for their commitment to public service. 

(Applause) 

 

 Finally, I want to congratulate all of the new members who are making it through 

their first session. You should be very proud of the effort that you’ve brought in. I can tell 

you, more than once I leaned over to someone in this House and said, “These members 

have hit the ground running.” 

 

 You all have done an outstanding job of representing yourself and your 

constituents, and we look forward to working with you over the next four years. 

Congratulations to all of you. (Applause) 

 

 Now I move this General Assembly be adjourned to meet again at the call of the 

Speaker. 

 

 MR. SPEAKER: The motion is that the House now adjourn to meet again at the 

call of the Speaker. 

 

 Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.  

 

 The motion is carried. 

 

 We now stand adjourned. 

 

 [The House rose at 7:07 p.m.]  
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NOTICES OF MOTION UNDER RULE 32(3) 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 493 

 

By: Mr. Chuck Porter (Hants West) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas Kyle Pellegrini started playing hockey in Grade 4, began competitive 

hockey in Grade 10 and enjoys the comradery almost as much as he enjoys the game itself; 

and 

 

 Whereas during his time at Avon View High School Kyle not only participated in 

hockey, he also enjoyed rugby, soccer and other sports; and 

 

 Whereas after a successful athletics career at Avon View High School in Windsor, 

which included receiving the Male Athlete of the Year Award, 18-year old Kyle was 

excited to be asked to join the Avon River Rats roster as a second goaltender; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that the members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Kyle Pellegrini on his great athletic achievements and wish him continued success with his 

hockey career. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 494 

 

By: Mr. Chuck Porter (Hants West) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas Carole Peterson’s latest feat has become a reality as she was finally able 

to find time to publish her children’s book called The Old Woman and the Pumpkin, after 

it sat on the shelf for 17 years; and 

 

 Whereas written by Carole and illustrated by the late Cheryl Rutledge, the book is 

both an expression of local culture and a deeply personal memorial and incorporates the 

world-famous Dill pumpkins from Windsor into the story; and 

 

 Whereas Carole has also written numerous plays for the Accidental Actors theatre 

group and has published her books on local history; 
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 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Carole Peterson on publishing her first children’s book and wish her continued success in 

her writings. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 495 

 

By: Hon. Kevin Murphy (The Speaker) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas Mackenzie Grace Anne Myatt was born and raised in Nova Scotia’s 

Eastern Shore, where at a young age she became involved in competitive mountain biking; 

and 

 

 Whereas this past summer Mackenzie took the silver medals in both the Canadian 

National Mountain Bike Championships and the Canada Games; and 

 

 Whereas on October 20th Mackenzie captured the gold medal at the USA Cycling 

Collegiate Mountain Biking Nationals held in Montana, U.S.A.; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of the Nova Scotia House of Assembly 

join me in commending Mackenzie Myatt for proudly representing our province at both 

the Nationals and the Canada Games this past summer, her continuing success and growth 

as an athlete in winning gold in her recent competitions and wish her all the best in her 

future endeavours. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 496 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Emin’s Meat Market was nominated in the category of Customer Service 

of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award is presented to a business and/or individual who demonstrates 

excellence in customer service and has gone above and beyond what is required in their 

position; 
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 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Emin’s Meat Market on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area 

Chamber of Commerce Customer Service of the Year Award. 

  

RESOLUTION NO. 497 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Café Clark was nominated in the category of Customer Service of the 

Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award is presented to a business and/or individual who demonstrates 

excellence in customer service and has gone above and beyond what is required in their 

position; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate Café 

Clark on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area Chamber of 

Commerce Customer Service of the Year Award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 498 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Brian Leblanc of Acadian Plumbing was nominated in the category of 

Customer Service of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award is presented to a business and/or individual who demonstrates 

excellence in customer service and has gone above and beyond what is required in their 

position; 

 



1880 ASSEMBLY DEBATES THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Brian Leblanc of Acadian Plumbing on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 

Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Customer Service of the Year Award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 499 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Every Bloomin’ Thing was nominated in the category of Customer 

Service of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award is presented to a business and/or individual who demonstrates 

excellence in customer service and has gone above and beyond what is required in their 

position; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Every Bloomin’ Thing on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area 

Chamber of Commerce Customer Service of the Year Award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 500 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Forget Me Not Pet Cremation was nominated in the category of Customer 

Service of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award is presented to a business and/or individual who demonstrates 

excellence in customer service and has gone above and beyond what is required in their 

position; 
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 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Forget Me Not Pet Cremation on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth 

and Area Chamber of Commerce Customer Service of the Year Award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 501 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Leon’s Furniture was nominated in the category of Customer Service of 

the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award is presented to a business and/or individual who demonstrates 

excellence in customer service and has gone above and beyond what is required in their 

position; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Leon’s Furniture on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area 

Chamber of Commerce Customer Service of the Year Award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 502 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Lickety Splitz Ice Cream Shop was nominated in the category of 

Customer Service of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award is presented to a business and/or individual who demonstrates 

excellence in customer service and has gone above and beyond what is required in their 

position; 
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 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Lickety Splitz Ice Cream Shop on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth 

and Area Chamber of Commerce Customer Service of the Year award. 

  

RESOLUTION NO. 503 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas the Song of the Paddle was nominated in the category of Customer Service 

of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award is presented to a business and/or individual who demonstrates 

excellence in customer service and has gone above and beyond what is required in their 

position; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate the 

Song of the Paddle on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area 

Chamber of Commerce Customer Service of the Year award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 504 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Wendy Meuse of Murray Manor Bistro and Creperie was nominated in 

the category of Customer Service of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award is presented to a business and/or individual who demonstrates 

excellence in customer service and has gone above and beyond what is required in their 

position; 
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 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Wendy Meuse of Murray Manor Bistro and Creperie on the honour of being nominated for 

the 2017 Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Customer Service of the Year award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 505 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Yarmouth Cleaning Ladies was nominated in the category of Customer 

Service of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award is presented to a business and/or individual who demonstrates 

excellence in customer service and has gone above and beyond what is required in their 

position; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Yarmouth Cleaning Ladies on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and 

Area Chamber of Commerce Customer Service of the Year award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 506 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Jake’s Family Restaurant was nominated in the category of Customer 

Service of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award is presented to a business and/or individual who demonstrates 

excellence in customer service and has gone above and beyond what is required in their 

position; 
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 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Jake’s Family Restaurant on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and 

Area Chamber of Commerce Customer Service of the Year award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 507 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Topline Industrial Sales was nominated in the category of Customer 

Service of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award is presented to a business and/or individual who demonstrates 

excellence in customer service and has gone above and beyond what is required in their 

position; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Topline Industrial Sales on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area 

Chamber of Commerce Customer Service of the Year award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 508 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas The Red Shed was nominated in the category of Customer Service of the 

Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award is presented to a business and/or individual who demonstrates 

excellence in customer service and has gone above and beyond what is required in their 

position; 
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 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate The 

Red Shed on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area Chamber of 

Commerce Customer Service of the Year award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 509 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas KD Wash & Dry Laundry was nominated in the category of Customer 

Service of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award is presented to a business and/or individual who demonstrates 

excellence in customer service and has gone above and beyond what is required in their 

position; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate KD 

Wash & Dry Laundry on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area 

Chamber of Commerce Customer Service of the Year award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 510 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Gordon Muise Service Centre was nominated in the category of Customer 

Service of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award is presented to a business and/or individual who demonstrates 

excellence in customer service and has gone above and beyond what is required in their 

position; 

 



1886 ASSEMBLY DEBATES THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Gordon Muise Service Centre on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth 

and Area Chamber of Commerce Customer Service of the Year award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 511 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Abby Watkins of Murray Manor Bistro and Creperie was nominated in 

the category of Customer Service of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award is presented to a business and/or individual who demonstrates 

excellence in customer service and has gone above and beyond what is required in their 

position; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Abby Watkins of Murray Manor Bistro and Creperie on the honour of being nominated for 

the 2017 Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Customer Service of the Year award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 512 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Bain’s Old World Bakery was nominated in the category of Customer 

Service of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award is presented to a business and/or individual who demonstrates 

excellence in customer service and has gone above and beyond what is required in their 

position; 
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 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Bain’s Old World Bakery on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and 

Area Chamber of Commerce Customer Service of the Year award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 513 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Patricia Boudreau of Murray Manor Bistro and Creperie was nominated 

in the category of Customer Service of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award is presented to a business and/or individual who demonstrates 

excellence in customer service and has gone above and beyond what is required in their 

position; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Patricia Boudreau of Murray Manor Bistro and Creperie on the honour of being nominated 

for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Customer Service of the Year 

award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 514 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Joanne MacFarlane, Osteopath and Reflexologist was nominated in the 

category of Customer Service of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award is presented to a business and/or individual who demonstrates 

excellence in customer service and has gone above and beyond what is required in their 

position; 
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 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Joanne MacFarlane, Osteopath and Reflexologist on the honour of being nominated for the 

2017 Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Customer Service of the Year award. 

  

RESOLUTION NO. 515 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Ray Tynski of The Cat Ferry was nominated in the category of Customer 

Service of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award is presented to a business and/or individual who demonstrates 

excellence in customer service and has gone above and beyond what is required in their 

position; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate Ray 

Tynski of The Cat Ferry on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and 

Area Chamber of Commerce Customer Service of the Year award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 516 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Mike Clayton of The Real Estate Store was nominated in the category of 

Customer Service of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award is presented to a business and/or individual who demonstrates 

excellence in customer service and has gone above and beyond what is required in their 

position; 
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 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate Mike 

Clayton of The Real Estate Store on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth 

and Area Chamber of Commerce Customer Service of the Year award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 517 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Bruce Johnson of City Drug Store was nominated in the category of 

Customer Service of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award is presented to a business and/or individual who demonstrates 

excellence in customer service and has gone above and beyond what is required in their 

position; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Bruce Johnson of City Drug Store on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth 

and Area Chamber of Commerce Customer Service of the Year award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 518 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas The Shanty Café was nominated in the category of Customer Service of 

the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award is presented to a business and/or individual who demonstrates 

excellence in customer service and has gone above and beyond what is required in their 

position; 
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 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate The 

Shanty Café on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area Chamber 

of Commerce Customer Service of the Year award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 519 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Bailey’s Bakery, Seafood and Grill was nominated in the category of 

Customer Service of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award is presented to a business and/or individual who demonstrates 

excellence in customer service and has gone above and beyond what is required in their 

position; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Bailey’s Bakery, Seafood and Grill on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 

Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Customer Service of the Year award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 520 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas RennDuPrat was nominated in the category of Customer Service of the 

Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award is presented to a business and/or individual who demonstrates 

excellence in customer service and has gone above and beyond what is required in their 

position; 
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 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

RennDuPrat on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area Chamber 

of Commerce Customer Service of the Year award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 521 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas many local volunteer firefighters provide a vital and outstanding service 

throughout rural Nova Scotia; and 

 

 Whereas Digby’s volunteer firefighters were honoured February 11, 2017, at the 

department’s annual banquet; and 

 

 Whereas Joseph Tidd was recognized for his dedication and service beyond the call 

of duty in helping preserve the security of our town, municipality, and surrounding 

communities; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

firefighter Joseph Tidd for his 35 years of service as a dedicated volunteer firefighter. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 522 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas many local volunteer firefighters provide a vital and outstanding service 

throughout rural Nova Scotia; and 

 

 Whereas Digby’s volunteer firefighters were honoured February 11, 2017, at the 

department’s annual banquet; and 

 

 Whereas Adrien Leblanc was recognized for his dedication and service beyond the 

call of duty in helping preserve the security of our town, municipality, and surrounding 

communities; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

firefighter Adrien Leblanc for his 15 years of service as a dedicated volunteer firefighter. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 523 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas many local volunteer firefighters provide a vital and outstanding service 

throughout rural Nova Scotia; and 

 

 Whereas Digby’s volunteer firefighters were honoured February 11, 2017, at the 

department’s annual banquet; and 

 

 Whereas Bill LeBlanc was recognized for his dedication and service beyond the 

call of duty in helping preserve the security of our town, municipality, and surrounding 

communities; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

firefighter Bill LeBlanc for his 25 years of service as a dedicated volunteer firefighter. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 524 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas many local volunteer firefighters provide a vital and outstanding service 

throughout rural Nova Scotia; and 

 

 Whereas Digby’s volunteer firefighters were honoured February 11, 2017, at the 

department’s annual banquet; and 

 

 Whereas Reid Ross was recognized for his dedication and service beyond the call 

of duty in helping preserve the security of our town, municipality, and surrounding 

communities; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

firefighter, Reid Ross, for his 20 years of service as a dedicated volunteer firefighter. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 525 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas many local volunteer firefighters provide a vital and outstanding service 

throughout rural Nova Scotia; and 

 

 Whereas Digby’s volunteer firefighters were honoured February 11, 2017, at the 

department’s annual banquet; and 

 

 Whereas Sharon White was recognized for her dedication and service beyond the 

call of duty in helping preserve the security of our town, municipality, and surrounding 

communities; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

firefighter Sharon White for her 5 years of service as a dedicated volunteer firefighter. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 526 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters provide a vital and outstanding service throughout 

rural Nova Scotia; and 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters are individuals who show their dedication to serving 

others by protecting our homes and communities, often risking their lives to do so; 

 

 Whereas Ruth Saulnier of the Salmon River Fire Department was honoured at the 

Salmon River Fire Department Banquet on March 25, 2017, for her 10 years of dedicated 

service to her community; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

firefighter Ruth Saulnier for her 10 years of service as a dedicated volunteer firefighter. 

 

 

 

 

 



1894 ASSEMBLY DEBATES THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 527 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters provide a vital and outstanding service throughout 

rural Nova Scotia; and 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters are individuals who show their dedication to serving 

others by protecting our homes and communities, often risking their lives to do so; and 

 

 Whereas Steven LeBlanc of the Salmon River Fire Department was honoured at 

the Salmon River Fire Department Banquet on March 25, 2017, for his four years of 

dedicated service to his community; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

firefighter Steven LeBlanc for his four years of service as a dedicated volunteer firefighter. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 528 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters provide a vital and outstanding service throughout 

rural Nova Scotia; and 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters are individuals who show their dedication to serving 

others by protecting our homes and communities, often risking their lives to do so; and 

 

 Whereas Gustave Babin of the Salmon River Fire Department was honoured at the 

Salmon River Fire Department was honoured at the Salmon River Fire Department 

Banquet on March 25, 2017, for his 25 years of dedicated service to his community; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

firefighter Gustave Babin for his 25 years of service as a dedicated volunteer firefighter. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 529 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters provide a vital and outstanding service throughout 

rural Nova Scotia; and 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters are individuals who show their dedication to serving 

others by protecting our homes and communities, often risking their lives to do so; and 

 

 Whereas Johnny Saulnier of the Salmon River Fire Department was honoured at 

the Salmon River Fire Department Banquet on March 25, 2017, for his 15 years of 

dedicated service to his community; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

firefighter Johnny Saulnier for his 15 years of service as a dedicated volunteer firefighter. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 530 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters provide a vital and outstanding service throughout 

rural Nova Scotia; and 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters are individuals who show their dedication to serving 

others by protecting our homes and communities, often risking their lives to do so; and 

 

 Whereas Justin James of the Salmon River Fire Department was honoured at the 

Salmon River Fire Department Banquet on March 25, 2017, for his one year of dedicated 

service to his community; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

firefighter Justin James for his one year of service as a dedicated volunteer firefighter. 

 

 

 

 

 



1896 ASSEMBLY DEBATES THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 531 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters provide a vital and outstanding service throughout 

rural Nova Scotia; and 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters are individuals who show their dedication to serving 

others by protecting our homes and communities, often risking their lives to do so; and 

 

 Whereas Kevin Dugas of the Salmon River Fire Department was honoured at the 

Salmon River Fire Department Banquet on March 25, 2017, for his two years of dedicated 

service to his community; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

firefighter Kevin Dugas for his two years of service as a dedicated volunteer firefighter. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 532 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters provide a vital and outstanding service throughout 

rural Nova Scotia; and 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters are individuals who show their dedication to serving 

others by protecting our homes and communities, often risking their lives to do so; and 

 

 Whereas Matt Mullen of the Salmon River Fire Department was honoured at the 

Salmon River Fire Department Banquet on March 25, 2017, for his five years of dedicated 

service to his community; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

firefighter Matt Mullen for his five years of service as a dedicated volunteer firefighter.  

 

 

 

 

 



THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 ASSEMBLY DEBATES 1897 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 533 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters provide a vital and outstanding service throughout 

rural Nova Scotia; and 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters are individuals who show their dedication to serving 

others by protecting our homes and communities, often risking their lives to do so; and 

 

 Whereas Ben Deveau of the Salmon River Fire Department was honoured at the 

Salmon River Fire Department Banquet on March 25, 2017, for his three years of dedicated 

service to his community; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

firefighter Ben Deveau for his three years of service as a dedicated volunteer firefighter. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 534 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters provide a vital and outstanding service throughout 

rural Nova Scotia; and 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters are individuals who show their dedication to serving 

others by protecting our homes and communities, often risking their lives to do so; and 

 

 Whereas Clyde Deveau of the Salmon River Fire Department was honoured at the 

Salmon River Fire Department Banquet on March 25, 2017, for his 5 years of dedicated 

service to his community; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

firefighter Clyde Deveau for his 5 years of service as a dedicated volunteer firefighter. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 535 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters provide a vital and outstanding service throughout 

rural Nova Scotia; and 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters are individuals who show their dedication to serving 

others by protecting our homes and communities, often risking their lives to do so; and 

 

 Whereas Earl Deveau of the Salmon River Fire Department was honoured at the 

Salmon River Fire Department Banquet on March 25, 2017, for his 10 years of dedicated 

service to his community; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

firefighter Earl Deveau for his 10 years of service as a dedicated volunteer firefighter. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 536 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters provide a vital and outstanding service throughout 

rural Nova Scotia; and 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters are individuals who show their dedication to serving 

others by protecting our homes and communities, often risking their lives to do so; and 

 

 Whereas Harvey Doucette of the Salmon River Fire Department was honoured at 

the Salmon River Fire Department Banquet on March 25, 2017, for his 10 years of 

dedicated service to his community; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

firefighter Harvey Doucette for his 10 years of service as a dedicated volunteer firefighter. 

 

 

 

 

 



THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 ASSEMBLY DEBATES 1899 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 537 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters provide a vital and outstanding service throughout 

rural Nova Scotia; and 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters are individuals who show their dedication to serving 

others by protecting our homes and communities, often risking their lives to do so; and 

 

 Whereas Hubert LeBlanc of the Salmon River Fire Department was honoured at 

the Salmon River Fire Department Banquet on March 25, 2017, for his 10 years of 

dedicated service to his community; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

firefighter Hubert LeBlanc for his 10 years of service as a dedicated volunteer firefighter. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 538 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters provide a vital and outstanding service throughout 

rural Nova Scotia; and 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters are individuals who show their dedication to serving 

others by protecting our homes and communities, often risking their lives to do so; and 

 

 Whereas Ken Saulnier of the Salmon River Fire Department was honoured at the 

Salmon River Fire Department Banquet on March 25, 2017, for his 5 years of dedicated 

service to his community; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

firefighter Ken Saulnier for his 5 years of service as a dedicated volunteer firefighter. 

 

 

 

 

 



1900 ASSEMBLY DEBATES THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 539 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters provide a vital and outstanding service throughout 

rural Nova Scotia; and 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters are individuals who show their dedication to serving 

others by protecting our homes and communities, often risking their lives to do so; and 

 

 Whereas Michael Saulnier of the Salmon River Fire Department was honoured at 

the Salmon River Fire Department Banquet on March 25, 2017, for his 10 years of 

dedicated service to his community; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

firefighter Michael Saulnier for his 10 years of service as a dedicated volunteer firefighter. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 540 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters provide a vital and outstanding service throughout 

rural Nova Scotia; and 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters are individuals who show their dedication to serving 

others by protecting our homes and communities, often risking their lives to do so; and 

 

 Whereas Mitchell Deveau of the Salmon River Fire Department was honoured at 

the Salmon River Fire Department Banquet on March 25, 2017, for his 50 years of 

dedicated service to his community; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

firefighter Mitchell Deveau for his 50 years of service as a dedicated volunteer firefighter. 

 

 

 

 

 



THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 ASSEMBLY DEBATES 1901 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 541 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters provide a vital and outstanding service throughout 

rural Nova Scotia; and 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters are individuals who show their dedication to serving 

others by protecting our homes and communities, often risking their lives to do so; and 

 

 Whereas Paul McCauley of the Salmon River Fire Department was honoured at the 

Salmon River Fire Department Banquet on March 25, 2017, for his 35 years of dedicated 

service to his community; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

firefighter Paul McCauley for his 35 years of service as a dedicated volunteer firefighter. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 542 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters provide a vital and outstanding service throughout 

rural Nova Scotia; and 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters are individuals who show their dedication to serving 

others by protecting our homes and communities, often risking their lives to do so; and 

 

 Whereas Robbie Fuller of the Salmon River Fire Department was honoured at the 

Salmon River Fire Department Banquet on March 25, 2017, for his 4 years of dedicated 

service to his community; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

firefighter Robbie Fuller for his 4 years of service as a dedicated volunteer firefighter. 

 

 

 

 

 



1902 ASSEMBLY DEBATES THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 543 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters provide a vital and outstanding service throughout 

rural Nova Scotia; and 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters are individuals who show their dedication to serving 

others by protecting our homes and communities, often risking their lives to do so; and 

 

 Whereas Amanda Maillet of the Salmon River Fire Department was honoured at 

the Salmon River Fire Department Banquet on March 25, 2017, for her 5 years of dedicated 

service to her community; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

firefighter Amanda Maillet for her 5 years of service as a dedicated volunteer firefighter. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 544 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters provide a vital and outstanding service throughout 

rural Nova Scotia; and 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters are individuals who show their dedication to serving 

others by protecting our homes and communities, often risking their lives to do so; and 

 

 Whereas Daniel Kiley of the Salmon River Fire Department was honoured at the 

Salmon River Fire Department Banquet on March 25, 2017, for his 5 years of dedicated 

service to his community; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

firefighter Daniel Kiley for his 5 years of service as a dedicated volunteer firefighter. 

 

 

 

 

 



THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 ASSEMBLY DEBATES 1903 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 545 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters provide a vital and outstanding service throughout 

rural Nova Scotia; and 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters are individuals who show their dedication to serving 

others by protecting our homes and communities, often risking their lives to do so; and 

 

 Whereas Daniel Melanson of the Salmon River Fire Department was honoured at 

the Salmon River Fire Department Banquet on March 25, 2017, for his 10 years of 

dedicated service to his community; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

firefighter Daniel Melanson for his 10 years of service as a dedicated volunteer firefighter. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 546 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters provide a vital and outstanding service throughout 

rural Nova Scotia; and 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters are individuals who show their dedication to serving 

others by protecting our homes and communities, often risking their lives to do so; and 

 

 Whereas Daniel Saulnier of the Salmon River Fire Department was honoured at the 

Salmon River Fire Department Banquet on March 25, 2017, for his 10 years of dedicated 

service to his community; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

firefighter Daniel Saulnier for his 10 years of service as a dedicated volunteer firefighter. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 547 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters provide a vital and outstanding service throughout 

rural Nova Scotia; and 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters are individuals who show their dedication to serving 

others by protecting our homes and communities, often risking their lives to do so; and 

 

 Whereas Gerard Deveau of the Salmon River Fire Department was honoured at the 

Salmon River Fire Department Banquet on March 25, 2017, for his 2 years of dedicated 

service to his community; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

firefighter Gerard Deveau for his 2 years of service as a dedicated volunteer firefighter. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 548 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas volunteers are truly the backbone of our community; and 

 

 Whereas the St. Bernard Fire Department Auxiliary celebrated its 30th Anniversary 

on March 25, 2017; and 

 

 Whereas Gisele A. Gaudet of the St. Bernard Fire Department Auxiliary was 

honoured at the St. Bernard Fire Department Awards Banquet with the Fire Service 

Auxiliary Award for her 16 years of commitment to the St. Bernard Fire Department 

Auxiliary; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House congratulate Gisele A. 

Gaudet of the St. Bernard Fire Department Auxiliary for her years of commitment and hard 

work for the St. Bernard Fire Department. 

 

 

 

 



THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 ASSEMBLY DEBATES 1905 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 549 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas volunteers are truly the backbone of our community; and 

 

 Whereas the Salmon River Fire Department Auxiliary was honoured on March 25, 

2017, at the department’s banquet; and 

 

 Whereas Diane LeBlanc was recognized for her commitment and dedicated service 

to the Salmon River Fire Department Auxiliary; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House congratulate Diane LeBlanc 

of the Salmon River Fire Department Auxiliary for her years of commitment and hard work 

for the Salmon River Fire Department. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 550 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas volunteers are truly the backbone of our community; and 

 

 Whereas the St. Bernard Fire Department Auxiliary celebrated its 30th Anniversary 

on March 25, 2017; and 

 

 Whereas Clotilde M. Bourque of the St. Bernard Fire Department Auxiliary was 

honoured at the St. Bernard Fire Department Awards Banquet with the Fire Service 

Auxiliary Award for her 29 years of commitment to the St. Bernard Fire Department 

Auxiliary; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House congratulate Clotilde M. 

Bourque of the St. Bernard Fire Department Auxiliary for her years of commitment and 

hard work for the St. Bernard Fire Department. 

 

 

 

 

 



1906 ASSEMBLY DEBATES THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 551 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas volunteers are truly the backbone of our community; and 

 

 Whereas the St. Bernard Fire Department Auxiliary celebrated its 30th Anniversary 

on March 25, 2017; and 

 

 Whereas Yvonne N. Belliveau of the St. Bernard Fire Department Auxiliary was 

honoured at the St. Bernard Fire Department Awards Banquet with the Fire Service 

Auxiliary Award for her 11 years of commitment to the St. Bernard Fire Department 

Auxiliary; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House congratulate Yvonne N. 

Belliveau of the St. Bernard Fire Department Auxiliary for her years of commitment and 

hard work for the St. Bernard Fire Department. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 552 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas volunteers are truly the backbone of our community; and 

 

 Whereas the St. Bernard Fire Department Auxiliary celebrated its 30th Anniversary 

on March 25, 2017; and 

 

 Whereas Louis J. LeBlanc of the St. Bernard Fire Department Auxiliary was 

honoured at the St. Bernard Fire Department Awards Banquet with the Fire Service 

Auxiliary Award for his 14 years of commitment to the St. Bernard Fire Department 

Auxiliary; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House congratulate Louis J. 

LeBlanc of the St. Bernard Fire Department Auxiliary for his years of commitment and 

hard work for the St. Bernard Fire Department. 

 

 

 



THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 ASSEMBLY DEBATES 1907 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 553 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas volunteers are truly the backbone of our community; and 

 

 Whereas the St. Bernard Fire Department Auxiliary celebrated its 30th Anniversary 

on March 25, 2017; and 

 

 Whereas Louis J. Theriault of the St. Bernard Fire Department Auxiliary was 

honoured at the St. Bernard Fire Department Awards Banquet with the Fire Service 

Auxiliary Award for his 28 years of commitment to the St. Bernard Fire Department 

Auxiliary; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House congratulate Louis J. 

Theriault of the St. Bernard Fire Department Auxiliary for his years of commitment and 

hard work for the St. Bernard Fire Department. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 554 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas volunteers are truly the backbone of our community; and 

 

 Whereas the St. Bernard Fire Department Auxiliary celebrated its 30th Anniversary 

on March 25, 2017; and 

 

 Whereas Louise M. Thibault of the St. Bernard Fire Department Auxiliary was 

honoured at the St. Bernard Fire Department Awards Banquet with the Fire Service 

Auxiliary Award for her 28 years of commitment to the St. Bernard Fire Department 

Auxiliary; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House congratulate Louise M. 

Thibault of the St. Bernard Fire Department Auxiliary for her years of commitment and 

hard work for the St. Bernard Fire Department. 

 

 

 



1908 ASSEMBLY DEBATES THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 555 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas volunteers are truly the backbone of our community; and 

 

 Whereas the St. Bernard Fire Department Auxiliary celebrated its 30th Anniversary 

on March 25, 2017; and 

 

 Whereas Richard J. Deveau of the St. Bernard Fire Department Auxiliary was 

honoured at the St. Bernard Fire Department Awards Banquet with the Fire Service 

Auxiliary Award for his 28 years of commitment to the St. Bernard Fire Department 

Auxiliary; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House congratulate Richard J. 

Deveau of the St. Bernard Fire Department Auxiliary for his years of commitment and hard 

work for the St. Bernard Fire Department. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 556 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas volunteers are truly the backbone of our community; and 

 

 Whereas the St. Bernard Fire Department Auxiliary celebrated its 30th Anniversary 

on March 25, 2017; and 

 

 Whereas Louis C. Comeau of the St. Bernard Fire Department Auxiliary was 

honoured at the St. Bernard Fire Department Awards Banquet with the Fire Service 

Auxiliary Award for his 30 years of commitment to the St. Bernard Fire Department 

Auxiliary; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House congratulate Louis C. 

Comeau of the St. Bernard Fire Department Auxiliary for his 30 years of commitment and 

hard work for the St. Bernard Fire Department. 

 

 

 



THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 ASSEMBLY DEBATES 1909 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 557 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas volunteers are truly the backbone of our community; and 

 

 Whereas the St. Bernard Fire Department Auxiliary celebrated its 30th Anniversary 

on March 25, 2017; and 

 

 Whereas Jean Claude Belliveau of the St. Bernard Fire Department Auxiliary was 

honoured at the St. Bernard Fire Department Awards Banquet with the Fire Service 

Auxiliary Award for his 29 years of commitment to the St. Bernard Fire Department 

Auxiliary; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House congratulate Jean Claude 

Belliveau of the St. Bernard Fire Department Auxiliary for his years of commitment and 

hard work for the St. Bernard Fire Department. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 558 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas volunteers are truly the backbone of our community; and 

 

 Whereas the St. Bernard Fire Department Auxiliary celebrated its 30th Anniversary 

on March 25, 2017; and 

 

 Whereas Howard J. Blinn of the St. Bernard Fire Department Auxiliary was 

honoured at the St. Bernard Fire Department Awards Banquet with the Fire Service 

Auxiliary Award for his 13 years of commitment to the St. Bernard Fire Department 

Auxiliary; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House congratulate Howard J. 

Blinn of the St. Bernard Fire Department Auxiliary for his years of commitment and hard 

work for the St. Bernard Fire Department. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 559 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas volunteers are truly the backbone of our community; and 

 

 Whereas the St. Bernard Fire Department Auxiliary celebrated its 30th Anniversary 

on March 25, 2017; and 

 

 Whereas Doreen M. Comeau of the St. Bernard Fire Department Auxiliary was 

honoured at the St. Bernard Fire Department Awards Banquet with the Fire Service 

Auxiliary Award for her 10 years of commitment to the St. Bernard Fire Department 

Auxiliary; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House congratulate Doreen M. 

Comeau of the St. Bernard Fire Department Auxiliary for her years of commitment and 

hard work for the St. Bernard Fire Department. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 560 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas volunteers are truly the backbone of our community; and 

 

 Whereas the St. Bernard Fire Department Auxiliary celebrated its 30th Anniversary 

on March 25, 2017; and 

 

 Whereas Gary R. Theriault of the St. Bernard Fire Department Auxiliary was 

honoured at the St. Bernard Fire Department Awards Banquet with the Fire Service 

Auxiliary Award for his 30 years of commitment to the St. Bernard Fire Department 

Auxiliary; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House congratulate Gary R. 

Theriault of the St. Bernard Fire Department Auxiliary for his 30 years of commitment and 

hard work for the St. Bernard Fire Department. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 561 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas volunteers are truly the backbone of our community; and 

 

 Whereas the St. Bernard Fire Department Auxiliary celebrated its 30th Anniversary 

on March 25, 2017; and 

 

 Whereas Charmene M. Robicheau of the St. Bernard Fire Department Auxiliary 

was honoured at the St. Bernard Fire Department Awards Banquet with the Fire Service 

Auxiliary Award for her 10 years of commitment to the St. Bernard Fire Department 

Auxiliary; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House congratulate Charmene M. 

Robicheau of the St. Bernard Fire Department Auxiliary for her years of commitment and 

hard work for the St. Bernard Fire Department. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 562 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas volunteers are truly the backbone of our community; and 

 

 Whereas the Salmon River Fire Department Auxiliary was honoured on March 25, 

2017, at the department’s banquet; and 

 

 Whereas Celina Delaney was recognized for her commitment and dedicated service 

to the Salmon River Fire Department Auxiliary; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House congratulate Celina Delaney 

of the Salmon River Fire Department Auxiliary for her years of commitment and hard work 

for the Salmon River Fire Department. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 563 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas volunteers are truly the backbone of our community; and 

 

 Whereas the Salmon River Fire Department Auxiliary was honoured on March 25, 

2017, at the department’s banquet; and 

 

 Whereas Amanda Doucette was recognized for her commitment and dedicated 

service to the Salmon River Fire Department Auxiliary; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House congratulate Amanda 

Doucette of the Salmon River Fire Department Auxiliary for her years of commitment and 

hard work for the Salmon River Fire Department. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 564 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 Whereas volunteers are truly the backbone of our community; and 

 

 Whereas the Salmon River Fire Department Auxiliary was honoured on March 25, 

2017, at the department’s banquet; and 

 

 Whereas Pauline Rogerson was recognized for her commitment and dedicated 

service to the Salmon River Fire Department Auxiliary; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House congratulate Pauline 

Rogerson of the Salmon River Fire Department Auxiliary for her years of commitment and 

hard work for the Salmon River Fire Department. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 565 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 
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 Whereas volunteers are truly the backbone of our community; and 

 

 Whereas the Salmon River Fire Department Auxiliary was honoured on March 25, 

2017, at the department’s banquet; and 

 

 Whereas Paulette Deveau was recognized for her commitment and dedicated 

service to the Salmon River Fire Department Auxiliary; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House congratulate Paulette 

Deveau of the Salmon River Fire Department Auxiliary for her years of commitment and 

hard work for the Salmon River Fire Department. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 566 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas volunteers are truly the backbone of our community; and 

 

 Whereas the Salmon River Fire Department Auxiliary was honoured on March 25, 

2017, at the department’s banquet; and 

 

 Whereas Joyce Deveau was recognized for her commitment and dedicated service 

to the Salmon River Fire Department Auxiliary; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House congratulate Joyce Deveau 

of the Salmon River Fire Department Auxiliary for her years of commitment and hard work 

for the Salmon River Fire Department. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 567 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas volunteers are truly the backbone of our community; and 

 

 Whereas the Salmon River Fire Department Auxiliary was honoured on March 25, 

2017, at the department’s banquet; and 
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 Whereas Hazel Cormier was recognized for her commitment and dedicated service 

to the Salmon River Fire Department Auxiliary; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House congratulate Hazel Cormier 

of the Salmon River Fire Department Auxiliary for her years of commitment and hard work 

for the Salmon River Fire Department. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 568 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas volunteers are truly the backbone of our community; and 

 

 Whereas the Salmon River Fire Department Auxiliary was honoured on March 25, 

2017, at the department’s banquet; and 

 

 Whereas Rose Marie Thompson was recognized for her commitment and dedicated 

service to the Salmon River Fire Department Auxiliary; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House congratulate Rose Marie 

Thompson of the Salmon River Fire Department Auxiliary for her years of commitment 

and hard work for the Salmon River Fire Department. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 569 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters provide a vital and outstanding service throughout 

rural Nova Scotia; and 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters are individuals who show their dedication to serving 

others by protecting our homes and communities, often risking their lives to do so; and 

 

 Whereas Paul Thibault of the St. Bernard Fire Department was honoured at the St. 

Bernard Fire Department Awards Banquet with the Fire Services Exemplary Service 

Award for 20 years of dedicated service to his community and the Nova Scotia Fire Service 

Long Service Medal for 25 years of dedicated service to his community; 
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 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Firefighter Paul Thibault for his years of service as a dedicated volunteer firefighter. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 570 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters provide a vital and outstanding service throughout 

rural Nova Scotia; and 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters are individuals who show their dedication to serving 

others by protecting our homes and communities, often risking their lives to do so; and; 

and 

 

 Whereas Claude R. Gaudet of the St. Bernard Fire Department was honoured at the 

St. Bernard Fire Department Awards Banquet with the Fire Services Exemplary Service 

Award   for   20 years of dedicated service to his community and the Nova Scotia Fire 

Service Long Service Medal for 25 years of dedicated service to his community; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House congratulate Firefighter 

Claude R. Gaudet for his years of service as a dedicated volunteer firefighter. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 571 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters provide a vital and outstanding service throughout 

rural Nova Scotia; and 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters are individuals who show their dedication to serving 

others by protecting our homes and communities, often risking their lives to do so; and 

 

 Whereas Cory Muise of the St. Bernard Fire Department was honoured at the St. 

Bernard Fire Department Awards Banquet with the Fire Services Exemplary Service 

Award for 20 and 30 years of dedicated service to his community and the Nova Scotia Fire 

Service Long Service Medal for 25 years of dedicated service to his community; 
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 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House congratulate Firefighter 

Cory Muise for his years of service as a dedicated volunteer firefighter. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 572 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters provide a vital and outstanding service throughout 

rural Nova Scotia; and 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters are individuals who show their dedication to serving 

others by protecting our homes and communities, often risking their lives to do so; and 

 

 Whereas Daniel Gaudet of the St. Bernard Fire Department was honoured at the St. 

Bernard Fire Department Awards Banquet with the Fire Services Exemplary Service 

Award for 20 and 30 years of dedicated service to his community and the Nova Scotia Fire 

Service Long Service Medal for 25 years of dedicated service to his community; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House congratulate Firefighter 

Daniel Gaudet for his years of service as a dedicated volunteer firefighter. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 573 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters provide a vital and outstanding service throughout 

rural Nova Scotia; and 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters are individuals who show their dedication to serving 

others by protecting our homes and communities, often risking their lives to do so; and 

 

 Whereas Daniel Muise of the St. Bernard Fire Department was honoured at the St. 

Bernard Fire Department Awards Banquet with the Fire Services Exemplary Service 

Award for 20 and 30 years of dedicated service to his community and the Nova Scotia Fire 

Service Long Service Medal for 25 years of dedicated service to his community; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House congratulate Firefighter 

Daniel Muise for his years of service as a dedicated volunteer firefighter. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 574 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters provide a vital and outstanding service throughout 

rural Nova Scotia; and 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters are individuals who show their dedication to serving 

others by protecting our homes and communities often risking their lives to do so; and 

 

 Whereas Michel Belliveau of the St. Bernard Fire Department was honoured at the 

St. Bernard Fire Department Awards Banquet with the Fire Services Exemplary Service 

Award for 20 years of dedicated service to his community; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House congratulate Firefighter 

Michel Belliveau of the St. Bernard Fire Department for his years of service as a dedicated 

volunteer firefighter. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 575 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters provide a vital and outstanding service throughout 

rural Nova Scotia; and 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters are individuals who show their dedication to serving 

others by protecting our homes and communities often risking their lives to do so; and 

 

 Whereas Russell Belliveau of the St. Bernard Fire Department was honoured at the 

St. Bernard Fire Department Awards Banquet with the Fire Services Exemplary Service 

Award for 20 and 30 years of dedicated service to his community and the Nova Scotia Fire 

Service Long Service Medal for 25 years of dedicated service to his community; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House congratulate Firefighter 

Russell Belliveau for his years of service as a dedicated volunteer firefighter. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 576 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters provide a vital and outstanding service throughout 

rural Nova Scotia; and 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters are individuals who show their dedication to serving 

others by protecting our homes and communities often risking their lives to do so; and 

 

 Whereas Vernon Belliveau of the St. Bernard Fire Department was honoured with 

the Municipal Award for 15 years of dedicated service to his community; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House congratulate Firefighter 

Vernon Belliveau for his years of service as a dedicated volunteer firefighter. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 577 

 

By: Mr. Gordon Wilson (Clare-Digby) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas volunteers are truly the backbone of our community; and 

 

 Whereas the Saint Bernard Fire Department Auxiliary celebrated its 30th 

Anniversary on March 25, 2017; and 

 

 Whereas Faith A. Cromarty of the St. Bernard Fire Department Auxiliary was 

honoured at the St. Bernard Fire Department Awards Banquet with the Fire Services 

Auxiliary Award for her 16 years of commitment to the Saint Bernard Fire Department 

Auxiliary; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House congratulate Faith A. 

Cromarty of the St. Bernard Fire Department Auxiliary for her years of commitment and 

hard work for the St. Bernard Fire Department. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 578 

 

By: Hon. Randy Delorey (Health and Wellness) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Nova Scotia School Athletic Federation (NSSAF) hosted the 2017 

Cross Country Championships at Point Pleasant Park in Halifax on October 23, 2017; and 

 

 Whereas the team from Dr. John Hugh Gillis Regional High School won the 

Intermediate Girls Division with a total time of 1:22:25 and an average time of 20:36.25; 

and 

 

 Whereas Siona Chisholm had a great run for her team among 95 runners; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of the House of Assembly congratulate 

Siona Chisholm, her coaches, and fellow teammates on winning the NSSAF Cross Country 

banner. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 579 

 

By: Hon. Randy Delorey (Health and Wellness) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Nova Scotia School Athletic Federation (NSSAF) hosted the 2017 

Cross Country Championships at Point Pleasant Park in Halifax on October 23, 2017; and 

 

 Whereas the team from Dr. John Hugh Gillis Regional High School won the Senior 

Girls Division with a total time of 1:39:20 and an average time of 24:50; and 

 

 Whereas Abigail MacDonald had a great run for her team among 100 runners; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of the House of Assembly congratulate 

Abigail MacDonald, her coaches, and fellow teammates on winning the NSSAF Cross 

Country banner. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 580 

 

By: Hon. Randy Delorey (Health and Wellness) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Nova Scotia School Athletic Federation (NSSAF) hosted the 2017 

Cross Country Championships at Point Pleasant Park in Halifax on October 23, 2017; and 

 

 Whereas the team from Dr. John Hugh Gillis Regional High School won the Senior 

Girls Division with a total time of 1:39:20 and an average time of 24:50; and 

 

 Whereas Aidan MacDonald had a great run for her team among 100 runners; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of the House of Assembly congratulate 

Aidan MacDonald, her coaches, and fellow teammates on winning the NSSAF Cross 

Country banner. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 581 

 

By: Hon. Randy Delorey (Health and Wellness) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 Whereas the Nova Scotia School Athletic Federation (NSSAF) hosted the 2017 

Cross Country Championships at Point Pleasant Park in Halifax; and 

 

 Whereas the team from St. Andrew Junior School won the Junior Girls Division 

with a total time of 1:04:06 and an average time of 16:01.50; and 

 

 Whereas Allison Gilfoy had a great run for her team among 134 runners; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of the House of Assembly congratulate 

Allison Gilfoy, her coaches, and fellow teammates on winning the NSSAF Cross Country 

banner. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 582 

 

By: Hon. Randy Delorey (Health and Wellness) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 
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 Whereas the Nova Scotia School Athletic Federation (NSSAF) hosted the 2017 

Cross Country Championships at Point Pleasant Park in Halifax; and 

 

 Whereas the team from St. Andrew Junior School won the Junior Girls Division 

with a total time of 1:04:06 and an average time of 16:01.50; and 

 

 Whereas Anna Robinson had a great run for her team among 134 runners; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of the House of Assembly congratulate 

Anna Robinson, her coaches, and fellow teammates on winning the NSSAF Cross Country 

banner. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 583 

 

By: Hon. Randy Delorey (Health and Wellness) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Nova Scotia School Athletic Federation (NSSAF) hosted the 2017 

Cross Country Championships at Point Pleasant Park in Halifax; and 

 

 Whereas the team from St. Andrew Junior School won the Junior Girls Division 

with a total time of 1:04:06 and an average time of 16:01.50; and 

 

 Whereas Bryn Canning had a great run for her team among 134 runners; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of the House of Assembly congratulate 

Bryn Canning, her coaches, and fellow teammates on winning the NSSAF Cross Country 

banner. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 584 

 

By: Hon. Randy Delorey (Health and Wellness) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Nova Scotia School Athletic Federation (NSSAF) hosted the 2017 

Cross Country Championships at Point Pleasant Park in Halifax on October 23, 2017; and 

 

 Whereas the team from Dr. John Hugh Gillis Regional High School won the Senior 

Girls Division with a total time of 1:39:20 and an average time of 24:50; and 
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 Whereas Elin Cunningham had a great run for her team among 100 runners; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of the House of Assembly congratulate 

Elin Cunningham, her coaches, and fellow teammates on winning the NSSAF Cross 

Country banner. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 585 

 

By: Hon. Randy Delorey (Health and Wellness) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Nova Scotia School Athletic Federation (NSSAF) hosted the 2017 

Cross Country Championships at Point Pleasant Park in Halifax on October 23, 2017; and 

 

 Whereas the team from Dr. John Hugh Gillis Regional High School won the Senior 

Girls Division with a total time of 1:39:20 and an average time of 24:50; and 

 

 Whereas Emily Walker had a great run for her team among 100 runners; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of the House of Assembly congratulate 

Emily Walker, her coaches, and fellow teammates on winning the NSSAF Cross Country 

banner. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 586 

 

By: Hon. Randy Delorey (Health and Wellness) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Nova Scotia School Athletic Federation (NSSAF) hosted the 2017 

Cross Country Championships at Point Pleasant Park in Halifax; and 

 

 Whereas the team from St. Andrew Junior School won the Junior Girls Division 

with a total time of 1:04:06 and an average time of 16:01.50; and 

 

 Whereas Emma Cameron had a great run for her team among 134 runners; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of the House of Assembly congratulate 

Emma Cameron, her coaches, and fellow teammates on winning the NSSAF Cross Country 

banner. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 587 

 

By: Hon. Randy Delorey (Health and Wellness) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Nova Scotia School Athletic Federation (NSSAF) hosted the 2017 

Cross Country Championships at Point Pleasant Park in Halifax on October 23, 2017; and 

 

 Whereas the team from Dr. John Hugh Gillis Regional High School won the 

Intermediate Girls Division with a total time of 1:22:25 and an average time of 20:36:25; 

and 

 

 Whereas Hannah Austen had a great run for her team among 95 runners; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that the members of the House of Assembly congratulate 

Hannah Austen, her coaches, and fellow teammates on winning the NSSAF Cross Country 

banner. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 588 

 

By: Hon. Randy Delorey (Health and Wellness) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Nova Scotia School Athletic Federation (NSSAF) hosted the 2017 

Cross Country Championships at Point Pleasant Park in Halifax on October 23, 2017; and 

 

 Whereas the team from Dr. John Hugh Gillis Regional High School won the 

Seniors Girls Division with a total time of 1:39:20 and an average time of 24:50; and 

 

 Whereas Hannah Bance had a great run for her team among 100 runners; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that the members of the House of Assembly congratulate 

Hannah Bance, her coaches, and fellow teammates on winning the NSSAF Cross Country 

banner. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 589 

 

By: Hon. Randy Delorey (Health and Wellness) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Nova Scotia School Athletic Federation (NSSAF) hosted the 2017 

Cross Country Championships at Point Pleasant Park in Halifax; and 

 

 Whereas the team from St. Andrew Junior School won the Junior Girls Division 

with a total time of 1:04:06 and an average time of 16:01:50; and 

 

 Whereas Jaelyn Rovers had a great run for her team among 134 runners; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that the members of the House of Assembly congratulate 

Jaelyn Rovers, her coaches, and fellow teammates on winning the NSSAF Cross Country 

banner. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 590 

 

By: Hon. Randy Delorey (Health and Wellness) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 Whereas the Nova Scotia School Athletic Federation (NSSAF) hosted the 2017 

Cross Country Championships at Point Pleasant Park in Halifax on October 23, 2017; and 

 

 Whereas the team from Dr. John Hugh Gillis Regional High School won the 

Seniors Girls Division with a total time of 1:39:20 and an average time of 24:50; and 

 

 Whereas Jessie Weaver had a great run for her team among 100 runners; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that the members of the House of Assembly congratulate 

Jessie Weaver, her coaches, and fellow teammates on winning the NSSAF Cross Country 

banner. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 591 

 

By: Hon. Randy Delorey (Health and Wellness) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 
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 Whereas the Nova Scotia School Athletic Federation (NSSAF) hosted the 2017 

Cross Country Championships at Point Pleasant Park in Halifax on October 23, 2017; and 

 

 Whereas the team from Dr. John Hugh Gillis Regional High School won the 

Seniors Girls Division with a total time of 1:39:20 and an average time of 24:50; and 

 

 Whereas Lauren Lowther had a great run for her team among 100 runners; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that the members of the House of Assembly congratulate 

Lauren Lowther, her coaches, and fellow teammates on winning the NSSAF Cross Country 

banner. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 592 

 

By: Hon. Randy Delorey (Health and Wellness) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Nova Scotia School Athletic Federation (NSSAF) hosted the 2017 

Cross Country Championships at Point Pleasant Park in Halifax; and 

 

 Whereas the team from St. Andrew Junior School won the Junior Girls Division 

with a total time of 1:04:06 and an average time of 16:01:50; and 

 

 Whereas Lily Maclean had a great run for her team among 134 runners; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that the members of the House of Assembly congratulate 

Lily Maclean, her coaches, and fellow teammates on winning the NSSAF Cross Country 

banner. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 593 

 

By: Hon. Randy Delorey (Health and Wellness) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Nova Scotia School Athletic Federation (NSSAF) hosted the 2017 

Cross Country Championships at Point Pleasant Park in Halifax on October 23, 2017; and 

 

 Whereas the team from Dr. John Hugh Gillis Regional High School won the 

Intermediate Girls Division with a total time of 1:22:25 and an average time of 20:36:25; 

and 
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 Whereas Maddy Fraser had a great run for her team among 95 runners; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that the members of the House of Assembly congratulate 

Maddy Fraser, her coaches, and fellow teammates on winning the NSSAF Cross Country 

banner. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 594 

 

By: Hon. Randy Delorey (Health and Wellness) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Nova Scotia School Athletic Federation (NSSAF) hosted the 2017 

Cross Country Championships at Point Pleasant Park in Halifax on October 23, 2017; and 

 

 Whereas the team from Dr. John Hugh Gillis Regional High School won the 

Intermediate Girls division with a total time of 1:22:25 and an average time of 20:36.25; 

and 

 

 Whereas Mairin Canning had a great run for her team among 95 runners; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of the House of Assembly congratulate 

Mairin Canning, her coaches, and fellow teammates on winning the NSSAF Cross Country 

banner. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 595 

 

By: Hon. Randy Delorey (Health and Wellness) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Nova Scotia School Athletic Federation (NSSAF) hosted the 2017 

Cross Country Championships at Point Pleasant Park in Halifax on October 23, 2017; and 

 

 Whereas the team from Dr. John Hugh Gillis Regional High School won the 

Intermediate Girls division with a total time of 1:22:25 and an average time of 20:36.25; 

and 

 

 Whereas Malia Artibello had a great run for her team among 95 runners; 
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 Therefore be it resolved that all members of the House of Assembly congratulate 

Malia Artibello, her coaches, and fellow teammates on winning the NSSAF Cross Country 

banner. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 596 

 

By: Hon. Randy Delorey (Health and Wellness) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Nova Scotia School Athletic Federation (NSSAF) hosted the 2017 

Cross Country Championships at Point Pleasant Park in Halifax on October 23, 2017; and 

 

 Whereas the team from Dr. John Hugh Gillis Regional High School won the 

Intermediate Girls division with a total time of 1:22:25 and an average time of 20:36.25; 

and 

 

 Whereas Maura Flynn had a great run for her team among 95 runners; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of the House of Assembly congratulate 

Maura Flynn, her coaches, and fellow teammates on winning the NSSAF Cross Country 

banner. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 597 

 

By: Hon. Randy Delorey (Health and Wellness) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Nova Scotia School Athletic Federation (NSSAF) hosted the 2017 

Cross Country Championships at Point Pleasant Park in Halifax on October 23, 2017; and 

 

 Whereas the team from St. Andrew Junior School won the Junior Girls division 

with a total time of 1:04:06 and an average time of 16:01.50; and 

 

 Whereas Megan Smith had a great run for her team among 134 runners; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of the House of Assembly congratulate 

Megan Smith, her coaches, and fellow teammates on winning the NSSAF Cross Country 

banner. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 598 

 

By: Hon. Randy Delorey (Health and Wellness) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Nova Scotia School Athletic Federation (NSSAF) hosted the 2017 

Cross Country Championships at Point Pleasant Park in Halifax on October 23, 2017; and 

 

 Whereas the team from St. Andrew Junior School won the Junior Girls division 

with a total time of 1:04:06 and an average time of 16:01:50; and 

 

 Whereas Mya Artibello had a great run for her team among 134 runners; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of the House of Assembly congratulate 

Mya Artibello, her coaches, and fellow teammates on winning the NSSAF Cross Country 

banner. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 599 

 

By: Hon. Randy Delorey (Health and Wellness) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 Whereas the Nova Scotia School Athletic Federation (NSSAF) hosted the 2017 

Cross Country Championships at Point Pleasant Park in Halifax on October 23, 2017; and 

 

 Whereas the team from Dr. John Hugh Gillis Regional High School won the 

Intermediate Girls division with a total time of 1:22:25 and an average time of 20:36.25; 

and 

 

 Whereas Rebecca Vandewiel had a great run for her team among 95 runners; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of the House of Assembly congratulate 

Rebecca Vandewiel, her coaches, and fellow teammates on winning the NSSAF Cross 

Country banner. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 600 

 

By: Mr. Hugh MacKay (Chester-St. Margaret’s) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 
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 Whereas it has been nearly two years since a group from around St. Margaret’s Bay 

formed the Bay Refugee Program or BRP, an organization dedicated to helping Syrian 

refugees settle in the area; and 

 

 Whereas the BRP launched quickly and the Bay area community responded far 

beyond the organizers’ highest expectations where individuals, groups, and businesses 

donated funds, time, services and space, with all goals being reached well before schedule; 

and 

 

 Whereas the Zeina family was first to arrive and are now well established in 

Hubbards with Mr. Zeina working in his profession as a tiler and the four children are 

thriving in local schools, and subsequently, the Al Badin family arrived and settled in 

Tantallon; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of the Legislature join me in 

congratulating the Bay Refugee Program for their success in welcoming and settling new 

families in Nova Scotia. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 601 

 

By: Mr. Hugh MacKay (Chester-St. Margaret’s) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 Whereas the people of Big Tancook Island won the Lieutenant Governor’s 2017 

Community Spirit Award; and 

 

 Whereas Big Tancook Island is a very close-knit community and the residents help 

and look out for one another and volunteers in the community regularly organize and host 

community events and support their senior citizens, welcome many island visitors, and 

maintain both the Medical First Response Agency and a defensive dire service; and 

 

 Whereas the member for Chester-St. Margaret’s was honoured to attend the 2017 

ceremony with the Honourable Arthur J. LeBlanc and his wife, Mrs. Patsy LeBlanc; the 

member for Kings West; Mayor Bolivar-Getson, Mayor of the Municipality of the District 

of Lunenburg and many, if not all, of the residents of Big Tancook Island; and 

 

 Whereas the Community Spirit Award celebrates the power, strength, and diversity 

of vibrant communities across the province with up to four communities honoured each 

year, and are chosen by a selection committee based on community applications that best 

fit the award’s criteria; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all the members of the Legislature join me in 

congratulating Hillary Dione who sent in the application form, as well as all the people of 
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Big Tancook Island on receiving this prestigious award that celebrates their community 

spirit. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 602 

 

By: Mr. Hugh MacKay (Chester-St. Margaret’s) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the MS Society does research and innovation into multiple sclerosis 

through the Dalhousie Life Sciences Institute and the MS lab of Dr. George Robertson, 

focused on finding ways to block some of the damaging events responsible for 

neurodegenerative disorders like MS; and 

 

 Whereas the MLA for Chester-St. Margaret’s, the Minister of Immigration, and the 

Minister of Labour and Advanced Education visited the Maritime Brain Tissue Bank with 

Dr. Sultan Darvesh where scientists and researchers are using brain tissue to understand 

the causes and mechanisms of neurodegenerative and neurodevelopmental diseases like 

multiple sclerosis; and 

 

 Whereas some of Nova Scotia’s best and brightest young minds are helping to find 

the cause and cure for MS; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of the Legislature join me in 

congratulating the MS Society and Dalhousie University in their continuing work in 

finding ways for people to live with and eventually cure MS. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 603 

 

By: Mr. Hugh MacKay (Chester-St. Margaret’s) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas from August 28 to September 1, St. Margaret Sailing Club hosted the 2017 

Canadian Youth Championship Regatta for sailors 19 years and under sailing in 29ers, 

420s, Laser Radials, and Lasers where 121 sailors in 89 boats from aross Canada competed 

for top honours and the chance to prove themselves as contenders for national and 

provincial teams; and 

 

 Whereas Cameron Shaw and Henry Lockyer placed second in the 29er fleet, 

Georgia Lewin Lafrance and Madeline Gillis took first place in 420s with Moritz 

Heidenrich and David Sapp in second place, and Tayte Stefaniuk was first in the Laser 



THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 ASSEMBLY DEBATES 1931 

 

Radial class and in Lasers, and the top Nova Scotian result was Spencer Danzell in fifth 

place; and 

 

 Whereas over 70 volunteers from SMSC and the sailing community provided 

support for the regatta supplying boats, time, and expertise to make it a successful event; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all the members of the Legislature join me in 

congratulating the St. Margaret’s Bay Sailing Club and Nova Scotia youth sailors on a 

fantastic week of sailing. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 604 

 

By: Mr. Hugh MacKay (Chester-St. Margaret’s) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Chester Volunteer Fire Department hosted a program called “take a 

walk in our boots” where people were trained on proper donning and doffing of personal 

protective equipment and entered the flaming Mobile Burn Unit to get some hands-on 

firefighting experience with Nova Scotia Firefighter School instructors; and 

 

 Whereas, between August 19 and August 28, the firefighters of the Chester 

Volunteer Fire Department conducted their annual live-fire training in the Mobile Burn 

Unit of the Nova Scotia Firefighter School; and 

 

 Whereas the Mobile Burn Unit is a 53-foot live-fire trainer, with fixed and portable 

internal and external burners that simulate live fires, can imitate a fire phenomenon known 

as “rollover”and is equipped with a second story, interior and exterior stairways, and a 

roof-vent simulation unit allowing firefighters to practice ventilating a roof; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all the members of the Legislature recognize the brave 

women and men and what they go through to protect us from fire. Thank you to the Chester 

Volunteer Fire Department for giving me this opportunity to take a walk in their boots - 

their very big, very courageous boots. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 605 

 

By: Mr. Hugh MacKay (Chester-St. Margaret’s) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 
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 Whereas the St. Margaret’s Bay Rails to Trails Association received $20,000 from 

the Connect2 grant program and therefore St. Margaret’s Bay residents are now better 

connected to Hammonds Plains Road; and 

 

 Whereas the renewed and flatter path between Round Lake Bridge and Hammonds 

Plains Road Bridge will make it safer to walk, run, or cycle; and 

 

 Whereas Connect2 aims to create and promote active transportation options for 

trips of two kilometres or less between community hubs in rural and urban parts of the 

province; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all the members of the Legislature join me in 

congratulating the St. Margaret’s Bay Rails to Trails Association for their ongoing hard 

work in keeping this trail accessible for all. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 606 

 

By: Mr. Hugh MacKay (Chester-St. Margaret’s) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas Dr. Jason Bond is the recipient of the 2017 Premier’s Award of 

Excellence, which recognizes public servants who go above and beyond in delivering high-

quality programs and services to Nova Scotia families, communities, and businesses; and 

 

 Whereas Dr. Bond works in the Department of Internal Services and modernized 

the coordinate referencing system for all location-based information across Nova Scotia, 

where this significant technical advancement allows for instantaneous, high-accuracy 

positioning anywhere in the province; and 

 

 Whereas Nova Scotia is one of the very first jurisdictions not only in Canada but in 

the world to have such capabilities; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all the members of the Legislature join me in 

congratulating Dr. Jason Bond in receiving the 2017 Premier’s Award of Excellence. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 607 

 

By: Mr. Hugh MacKay (Chester-St. Margaret’s) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 
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 Whereas in 2013, Ben John of Black Point, Nova Scotia, visited Freetown in Sierra 

Leone, still recovering from a decade of brutal civil war, to identify ways to make a 

difference in the lives of children in the country, and discovered one of the most serious 

threats to public health was lack of access to clean drinking water and toilets; and 

 

 Whereas upon his return to Canada, Ben established Help 2 Overcome, a charitable 

organization which seeks to find solutions to sanitation issues in underdeveloped countries 

such as Sierra Leone; and 

 

 Whereas Nova Scotia and Freetown, Sierra Leone, have a special connection, as 

Freetown was founded by Nova Scotia settlers, and the country and our province were 

paired as part of refugee relief efforts; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of the Legislature join me in 

congratulating Ben and H2O for their work on behalf of the people of Sierra Leone. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 608 

 

By: Mr. Hugh MacKay (Chester-St. Margaret’s) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 Whereas the Hags on the Hill is a craft and artisan co-operative in Peggy’s Cove 

on the shores of beautiful St. Margaret’s Bay; and 

 

 Whereas the Hags on the Hill, led by head hag Debbie Crooks, offer handmade 

crafts and works of art such as glass jewellery, leather handbags, wallets, belts, paintings, 

hand-woven scarves, baby blankets, throws, bird and bat houses, beach glass and driftwood 

art, sock monkeys, fairy doors and much more; and 

 

 Whereas all the work is produced by local artisans and craft folk, including one 

male hag; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all the members of the Legislature join me in 

congratulating the Hags on the Hill for their contribution to the art and culture of Peggy’s 

Cove and Nova Scotia as a whole. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 609 

 

By: Mr. Hugh MacKay (Chester-St. Margaret’s) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 
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 Whereas Suzanne Conrod and the Hooked Rug Museum of North America is 

located in beautiful Hubbards, Nova Scotia; and 

 

 Whereas rug hooking has flourished in Nova Scotia since the late 18th Century, with 

depictions of pioneer life, the history of Nova Scotia has been hooked into rugs that have 

warmed our floors and adorned our walls; and 

 

 Whereas the Hooked Rug Museum collects, exhibits and preserves the heritage of 

hand-hooked rugs and researches the history of this fine art craft and presents it in an 

accurate manner while also encouraging its future development; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all the members of the Legislature please join me in 

congratulating Suzanne Conrod and the volunteers who make the Hooked Rug Museum 

one of the many sought-after tourist destination spots that make Nova Scotia proud. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 610 

 

By: Mr. Hugh MacKay (Chester-St. Margaret’s) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Hubbards Sailing Club recently celebrated its 50th Anniversary, 

founded as the Hubbards Yacht Club in 1967 by a group of permanent and part-time 

residents of Hubbards; and 

 

 Whereas the goal of the club has always been to provide affordable and accessible 

youth recreational sailing programs and youth leadership development programs such as 

CANSail for Grades 1 to 6, a club that averages 135 junior sailors in its summer program 

supported by a staff of six coaches; and 

 

 Whereas on September 17, 2017, hundreds of supporters and members of the 

Hubbards Sailing Club celebrated its 50th Anniversary with sailing club alumnus and para-

Olympic sailing gold medalist Paul Tingley; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of the Legislature join me in 

congratulating the Hubbards Sailing Club on the occasion of its 50th Anniversary. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 611 

 

By: Mr. Hugh MacKay (Chester-St. Margaret’s) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 
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 Whereas on December 6, 1917, two steamers, the Mont-Blanc and the Imo, collided 

in Halifax Harbour, creating the largest man-made explosion prior to the development of 

nuclear weapons, where more than 2,000 people died, 9,000 were injured, and 25,000 were 

left without adequate shelter; and 

 

 Whereas John Boileau, best-selling author and winner of the 2012 Queen Elizabeth 

II Diamond Jubilee Medal, in his latest book, titled 6-12-17, uses a combination of words 

and images to deliver a breathtaking account of the magnitude of this event; and 

 

 Whereas John is a governor and past chairman of the Nova Scotia Division of the 

Canadian Corps of Commissionaires, director of the Royal Nova Scotia International 

Tattoo and the Nova Scotia Army Cadet League, a life member of the Royal Canadian 

Armoured Corps Association and the Halifax Rifles Armoury Association, and is currently 

the honorary colonel of the Halifax Rifles, as well as chairman of the recently formed 

Halifax Military Heritage Preservation Society; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all the members of the Legislature join me in 

congratulating John Boileau for his contribution to the history and heritage of Nova Scotia. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 612 

 

By: Mr. Hugh MacKay (Chester-St. Margaret’s) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas Luke Ruitenberg, of Head of St. Margarets Bay, has been named to the 

2017-18 National Sailing Team by Sport Canada based on his performance in 2016-17; 

and 

 

 Whereas Luke began his sailing career at the age of 9 when he joined the Learn to 

Sail Program at the St. Margaret Sailing Club in Glen Haven, where he won the Youth 

National Championship and went on to represent Canada at two Junior World 

Championships; and 

 

 Whereas this winter Luke is attending the Rotterdam School of Management as a 

part of his 3rd year Commerce Program at Queen’s University and, while in the 

Netherlands, he will train with the Dutch National Sailing Team in preparation for his next 

challenge, the 2020 Summer Olympic Games in Tokyo, Japan; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of the Legislature join me in 

congratulating Luke Ruitenberg and wishing him success in his mission to represent Nova 

Scotia and Canada at the next Summer Olympics. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 613 

 

By: Mr. Hugh MacKay (Chester-St. Margaret’s) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Christmas Tree Producers’ Association is of vital importance 

supporting the   Christmas tree industry, and Chester-St. Margaret’s is known as the 

“Christmas Tree Capital of the World”; and 

 

 Whereas Christmas tree production is a foundational economic sector for 

Lunenburg County and a way of life, passed down through generations, for many 

Lunenburg County families; and 

 

 Whereas the Christmas tree industry is of vital importance to the economy of the 

region, therefore we are proud to increase awareness of the importance that traditional 

resource industries play in supporting the livelihoods of rural Nova Scotians; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of the Legislature join me in recognizing 

and congratulating the Lunenburg County Christmas Tree Producers’ Association. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 614 

 

By: Mr. Hugh MacKay (Chester-St. Margaret’s) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas on August 2nd this year the Innovacorp Board of Directors announced the 

appointment of Malcolm Fraser as the organization’s new president and chief executive 

officer; and 

 

 Whereas Innovacorp is Nova Scotia’s early stage venture capital organization that 

works to find, fund, and foster innovative Nova Scotia startups; and 

 

 Whereas Mr. Fraser is an ideal leader for Innovacorp and has been a leader in 

Canada’s digital sector for the last 20 years, earning recognition and awards for innovation, 

management, and community leadership; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of the Legislature join me in 

congratulating Malcolm Fraser on his appointment to lead Innovacorp and take this 

organization to the next level. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 615 

 

By: Mr. Hugh MacKay (Chester-St. Margaret’s) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Peggy’s Cove Area Festival of the Arts is a celebration of artistic talent 

from Peggy’s Cove and St. Margarets Bay, from Prospect to Hubbards to the Aspotogan 

Peninsula; and 

  

 Whereas two events were highlights of Festival 2017 - one being a three-day, open-

air painting event in Peggy’s Cove featuring 35 artists, and the second event was the Studio 

Tour where over 60 studio artists and galleries welcomed visitors from all over the world; 

and 

 

 Whereas the Peggy’s Cove Festival of the Arts is important to the sustainability of 

art and culture throughout Chester-St. Margaret’s; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of the Legislature join me in 

congratulating the Peggy’s Cove Area Festival of the Arts. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 616 

 

By: Mr. Hugh MacKay (Chester-St. Margaret’s) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas Quinn Everett, from Glen Haven, was a standout on the Sir John A. 

MacDonald and Mount Allison University football teams where he subsequently played 

for the Winnipeg Blue Bombers in the CFL; and 

 

 Whereas in 2015 Quinn began to focus on weightlifting full time and quickly 

captured the Nova Scotia heavyweight championship when in 2016, and then in 2017, he 

represented Nova Scotia in the National Weightlifting Championships, finishing fourth; 

and 

 

 Whereas Quinn participated in the 2017 Nova Scotia Weightlifting Championships 

where he set provincial records in the Snatch, the Clean & Jerk, and the Total Weight 

Categories; 
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 Therefore be it resolved that all members of the Legislature join me in 

congratulating Quinn Everett and wishing him well on his journey to join the Canadian 

National and Olympic Weightlifting Teams. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 617 

 

By: Mr. Hugh MacKay (Chester-St. Margaret’s) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Royal Canadian Legion Branch #79 of New Ross recently celebrated 

the grand reopening of their refurbished building with a sold-out formal dinner; and 

 

 Whereas these extensive renovations included installation of an elevator to assist 

the mobility challenged, which provided Legion members and visitors full access to both 

levels of the building; and 

 

 Whereas Legion Branch #79, like legions in communities across this Dominion, is 

a cornerstone of the New Ross community and supports essential services for those in need, 

and it responds to the unique challenges of its community; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of the Legislature join me in 

congratulating the Royal Canadian Legion Branch #79 of New Ross for the grand 

reopening of their building. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 618 

 

By: Mr. Hugh MacKay (Chester-St. Margaret’s) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the members of the Rum Runners Trail Committee opened the Rum 

Runners Trail and Blue Route designation in the summer of 2017; and 

 

 Whereas the Rum Runners Trail is a partnership of seven active living trails that 

develops and manages the 110-km trail corridor collaboratively for the greater good of the 

community, including economic, health, and social benefits; and 

 

 Whereas the Rum Runners Trail is set to become a premier destination trail in 

Atlantic Canada and has accomplished all of this with the financial support of the 

provincial and federal governments, but most importantly through the hard work and 

dedication of the volunteers of the Rum Runners Trail Committee; 
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 Therefore be it resolved that all the members of the Legislature join me in 

congratulating the members of the Rum Runners Trail Committee for their hard work and 

dedication to making this trail system an important destination for tourists and residents 

alike. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 619 

 

By: Mr. Hugh MacKay (Chester-St. Margaret’s) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Social Enterprise Network of Nova Scotia (SENNS) is the non-profit, 

member-led society representing the 1,000-plus social enterprises in our province; and 

 

 Whereas a “social enterprise” is a business operated for the purpose of addressing 

social, cultural, environmental, or economic challenges and opportunities, with the 

majority of profits or surpluses reinvested to support that purpose; and 

 

 Whereas SENNS is advocating on behalf of entrepreneurs and businesses that are 

building real value in our communities; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that the members of the Legislature join me in 

congratulating the Social Enterprise Network of Nova Scotia. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 620 

 

By: Mr. Hugh MacKay (Chester-St. Margaret’s) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Sou’Wester Restaurant and Gift Shop in Peggy’s Cove celebrated its 

50th Anniversary this summer; and 

 

 Whereas the Sou’Wester began as a small five-table tearoom and has expanded 

over the last five decades to a 180-seat restaurant offering traditional Maritime and seafood 

dishes; and 

 

 Whereas the Sou’Wester is still run by the family of its founder, Jack Campbell, 

and under the leadership of Jack’s son, John Campbell, the Sou’Wester is a must-visit for 

both locals and visitors; 
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 Therefore be it resolved that the members of the Legislature join me in 

congratulating the Campbell family’s Sou’Wester Restaurant on the occasion of its 50th 

Anniversary. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 621 

 

By: Mr. Hugh MacKay (Chester-St. Margaret’s) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas on July 22, 2017, the eyes of the world were again on the World Tuna Flat 

Races, held annually in Hubbards Cove on the waters of beautiful Chester-St. Margaret’s; 

and 

 

 Whereas tuna flats are unique to St. Margaret’s Bay and are large open boats that 

are commonly towed behind larger fishing craft on the way to the tuna pens; and 

 

 Whereas during the highly competitive competition, teams of four race large “flats” 

over a quarter-mile course on Hubbards Cove, with divisions for men, women, and youth, 

as well as the always-entertaining Best-Dressed Division; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that the members of the Legislature join me in 

congratulating the Hubbards and Area Business Association and the Hubbards Cove 

Waterfront Development Association for their contributions to the history and heritage of 

Nova Scotia. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 622 

 

By: Hon. Randy Delorey (Health and Wellness) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Council for the Advancement of Native Development Officers 

(CANDO) held its 24th Annual National Conference and AGM in Fredericton, New 

Brunswick, from October 22 to 25, 2017; and 

 

 Whereas Rose Paul was voted by her fellow delegates at the conference as the 

CANDO Economic Development Officer of the Year for her dedication and commitment 

to highway commercial development; and 

 

 Whereas the award was created to recognize Aboriginal economic development 

initiatives that improve the wealth, prosperity, and quality of life for Aboriginal people; 
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 Therefore be it resolved that the members of the House of Assembly congratulate 

Rose Paul on being selected by her peers for this prestigious award, and thank her for all 

she has done for her community. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 623 

 

By: Hon. Lena Diab (Immigration) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas Nova Scotians rely on the care and expertise of our province’s pharmacists 

to maintain our personal health and manage chronic conditions; and 

 

 Whereas Sylvia Yazbeck of Halifax Armdale is a pharmacist with extensive 

experience treating patients and working collaboratively with other health professionals in 

Canada and the United States, and is currently a clinical pharmacist with the IWK Health 

Centre, providing pharmaceutical care to patients as a member of health care teams in 

obstetrics and women’s surgery; and 

 

 Whereas many of Sylvia’s patients are high-risk patients who have special needs 

due to pre-existing conditions, and she provides them with an unparalleled standard of care; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of the House of Assembly sincerely thank 

Sylvia Yazbeck for the important work she and her colleagues do each and every day to 

help Nova Scotians live healthier, more fulfilling lives. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 624 

 

By: Hon. Lena Diab (Immigration) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas Richard Salem Gossen and Nicole Pittman are residents of Halifax 

Armdale; and 

 

 Whereas the birth of a child is a momentous event and marks the beginning of a 

very satisfying journey down a long road; and 

 

 Whereas in May 2017, the couple welcomed Ava Kinsley Gossen into the world, a 

beautiful baby girl; 
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 Therefore be it resolved that that all members of the House of Assembly join me in 

congratulating Richard and Nicole on the newest addition to their family and wish them 

good health, happiness, and success. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 625 

 

By: Hon. Lena Diab (Immigration) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas Dr. Ramona Lumpkin, an Order of Canada recipient and feminist scholar, 

recently retired as president of Mount Saint Vincent University and can count many 

accomplishments throughout her distinguished career, including leading the largest 

fundraising in the Mount’s history, building a more diverse and inclusive campus, and 

playing a major role in opening the first building dedicated to the accomplishments of 

women on a Canadian university campus; and 

 

 Whereas this year, a $700,000 graduate scholarship, the Dr. Ramona Lumpkin and 

Dr. William H. Blackburn Graduate Studies Scholarship, was dedicated in honour or 

Ramona and her husband and will be directed to students focused in several fields related 

to women, children, and families; and 

 

 Whereas I was proud to see that Ramona has been honoured this year with a 

Governor General’s Award in commemoration of the Persons Case as she has worked hard 

to advance women’s equality; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of the House of Assembly congratulate 

Dr. Ramona Lumpkin on her recognition, thank her for her years of dedicated service and 

leadership, and wish her well in her retirement. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 626 

 

By: Hon. Lena Diab (Immigration) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the hard-working volunteers of the Chain of Lakes Trail Association have 

been instrumental in making Halifax Armdale one of the most walkable and liveable 

constituencies in our province, diligently maintaining a trail that is a gem in HRM; and 

 

 Whereas COLTA has a clear vision for the future of our area and are now focusing 

their energies on planning for a new kiosk at the trail head, public bathrooms, and a 
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connection to Percy Street in Fairview, while also working closely with the municipality 

to design and prioritize new trail extensions, including potential connections to the 

peninsula, Long Lake, and the Mainland Linear Trail; and 

 

 Whereas I am proud to support COLTA as the MLA for Halifax Armdale and proud 

that our government has invested in active transportation across our province through 

Connect2 grants; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of the House of Assembly applaud 

COLTA for their dedication and thank their board members old and new alike, for all their 

efforts. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 627 

 

By: Hon. Kevin Murphy (The Speaker) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas Troy Crosby and Trina Forbes-Crosby are well-known long-time 

residents of the community of Cole Harbour, Nova Scotia; and 

 

 Whereas the Sidney Crosby Hockey School, now in its third year, gives young 

Nova Scotians the rare opportunity to learn from the very best talent of this generation of 

players; and 

 

 Whereas this opportunity would not be possible without the hard work and 

dedication of Troy and Trina to organize this event each year; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of the Nova Scotia House of Assembly 

join me in thanking Troy Crosby and Trina Forbes-Crosby for giving back to their 

community and helping other kids to achieve their dream of someday playing in the NHL. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 628 

 

By: Hon. Kevin Murphy (The Speaker) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas Nova Scotia Sports Hall of Fame member Lyle Carter, originally from 

Truro, Nova Scotia, and a long-time resident of Brookfield, Nova Scotia, has had a long 

and storied athletic career; and 
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 Whereas Lyle played professional hockey for nearly a decade as a goaltender, 

including time spent playing in the NHL with the California Golden Seals, and was an all-

Canadian softball player with the Brookfield Elks; and 

 

 Whereas Lyle continues to be a tireless supporter and advocate for local amateur 

sport through his long and distinguished sports journalism career; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of the Nova Scotia House of Assembly 

join me in thanking Lyle Carter for the wonderful memories he has given us over the 

decades during his sports and journalism careers and for continuing to be a fine example 

of a true gentleman to all Nova Scotians. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 629 

 

By: Mr. Brad Johns (Sackville-Beaver Bank) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the birth of a child is a momentous event and marks the beginning of a 

very satisfying journey down a long road where the rewards far outnumber the challenges; 

and 

 

 Whereas “A new baby is like the beginning of all things - wonder, hope, a dream 

of possibilities,” author Eda J. LeShan wrote; and 

 

 Whereas on October 6, 2017, Bethaney MacDonald and Joshua Preist welcomed 

their daughter, Brynnlee Elizabeth Kathleen Preist into the world; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Bethaney and Joshua on this miraculous event in their lives and wish them many more 

happy years as parents. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 630 

 

By: Mr. Brad Johns (Sackville-Beaver Bank) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas anniversaries are an occasion for family and friends to gather together to 

celebrate the life of two individuals united as one; and 
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 Whereas it was once said that a marriage anniversary is the celebration of love, 

trust, partnership, tolerance, and tenacity - but the order varies for any given year; and 

 

 Whereas on September 16, 2017, a very special occasion took place when my 

parents, James and Marjorie Johns of Middle Sackville, Nova Scotia, celebrated their 50th 

Wedding Anniversary; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

James and Marjorie on this remarkable milestone in their life together and wish them many 

more happy years. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 631 

 

By: Mr. Brad Johns (Sackville-Beaver Bank) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas in 1981 several community minded Sackville residents and organizations 

met to establish a historical society for the communities of Sackville, Beaver Bank, and 

Lucasville; and 

 

 Whereas at this meeting it was agreed to create the Fultz House Restoration Society 

and Museum, with the purpose of preserving the heritage of the Sackville community; and 

 

 Whereas on Wednesday, October 17, 2017, at their annual Heritage Dinner, the 

Fultz House Restoration Society celebrated their 35th Anniversary; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

the many committed volunteers and Fultz House Restoration Society on this remarkable 

milestone. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 632 

 

By: Hon. Kevin Murphy (The Speaker) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas Ethan Firth is a long-time resident of Porters Lake, Nova Scotia; and 

 

 Whereas Ethan was selected to be a part of the Nova Scotia Pewee Team at the 

National Lacrosse Finals held this past summer; and 
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 Whereas Team Nova Scotia took the silver medal in the Division B Pewee 

tournament; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this Nova Scotia House of Assembly 

join me in congratulating Ethan Firth and the rest of his teammates for proudly representing 

Nova Scotia at the National Lacrosse Finals, and wish him all the best in his future 

endeavours. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 633 

 

By: Hon. Kevin Murphy (The Speaker) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas Ryan Latta is a long-time resident of Porters Lake, Nova Scotia; and 

 

 Whereas Ryan was selected to be a part of the Nova Scotia Pewee Team at the 

National Lacrosse Finals held this past summer; and 

 

 Whereas Team Nova Scotia took the silver medal in the Division B Pewee 

tournament; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this Nova Scotia House of Assembly 

join me in congratulating Ryan Latta and the rest of his teammates for proudly representing 

Nova Scotia at the National Lacrosse Finals, and wish him all the best in his future 

endeavours. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 634 

 

By: Hon. Karen Casey (Finance and Treasury Board) 

  

I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the second annual Maritime Junior Limousin show took place in Great 

Village, Colchester North, at Balamore Farm, owned by Joe and Carolyn Cooper, where 

36 junior members (age 8 - 21) and 45 Limousin cattle from New Brunswick, Prince 

Edward Island, and Nova Scotia took part in the show; and 

 

 Whereas the juniors participated in icebreaker games and team- building 

competitions and ended the fun-filled day with a delicious dinner, while on Sunday the 

juniors displayed all the hard work they had put into their cattle in both the Showmanship 

and Confirmation Classes; and 
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 Whereas Mr. Taylor Richards travelled from Saskatchewan to be the judge for the 

show, presenting many awards with Grand Aggregate, a title that all juniors strive for, 

going to William Cooper; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly join me in 

thanking the Coopers for hosting this show and look forward to next year’s National 

Limousin Show to be held at Balamore Farm in August 2018 with about 70 juniors 

participating and will have 200 to 300 people from across Canada attend the show. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 635 

 

By: Hon. Karen Casey (Finance and Treasury Board) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Canadian Seed Growers’ Association recently presented James Baillie 

from Tatamagouche, Colchester North, with the Robertson Associate Award, the highest 

award the association gives its members; and 

 

 Whereas Baillie grew up on a dairy farm near Tatamagouche; graduated from the 

Nova Scotia Agricultural College; joined a farm wholesale retail group in the crop input 

service sector; managed a major feed mill and farm centre in Charlottetown; and, over the 

next ten years, managed a number throughout Atlantic Canada; and 

 

 Whereas in the mid-1990s Jim developed a forestry harvesting and silviculture 

business in partnership with a field crop farm, and later added pedigreed seed production, 

shifting to limited flax and cereal seed production and also the development and 

management of wild blueberries; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly join me in 

congratulating Jim for receiving this prestigious award as an agricultural innovator. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 636 

 

By: Hon. Karen Casey (Finance and Treasury Board) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas Mari Budgey from Onslow Mountain, Colchester North, is a dedicated 

ballet student who began her training at a young age, fell in love with the dance, and has 

been adamant about her choice ever since; and 
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 Whereas Mari trains at the Cobequid Dance Studio; has great praise for the teachers 

and company members; and performs as part of the Cobequid Young Company and, 

although she spends many hours at the dance studio, she is an International Baccalaureate 

Program student at the Cobequid Educational Centre; and 

 

 Whereas this is the second year Budgey has completed a five-week summer 

intensive with Ballet Jörgen in Toronto, which only accepts dancers through auditions; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly join me in 

wishing Mari every success in becoming a professional dancer through her dedication and 

determination. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 637 

 

By: Hon. Karen Casey (Finance and Treasury Board) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas during the last seven years, Curtis and Anne Millen from Little Dyke, 

Colchester North, have been cultivating various species of strawberries that produce fruit 

throughout the summer and into the fall, thus allowing them to extend their harvest season; 

and 

 

 Whereas they have increased their strawberry revenues by heavily investing in new 

equipment and infrastructure, including housing for their employees and an underground 

irrigation and filtering system for a better product; and 

 

 Whereas the Millens have over 200 acres of strawberries under cultivation at any 

one time and employ over 250 people during the strawberry harvest, while still delivering 

two truckloads of berries to Sobeys many days in September, each truck filled with over 

13,000 quarts of berries; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly join me in 

thanking the Millens for being strong advocates, for protecting our agricultural land, and 

for promoting local sources of food. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 638 

 

By: Hon. Leo Glavine (Communities, Culture and Heritage) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 
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 Whereas Josie Forsyth Fleming, the two-year-old daughter of Joel Fleming and 

Terra Forsyth, was recently diagnosed with a rare brain tumor; and 

 

 Whereas Josie Forsyth Fleming, a very personable and strong two-year-old, will 

undergo the first stage of her chemotherapy treatment at the IWK children’s hospital for 

the next year to 18 months; and 

 

 Whereas on November 4th family, friends, and community members joined together 

for benefits held at the Morden Community Hall and the Aylesford Lions Hall to 

demonstrate their love and support for Josie and her family; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly send their 

thoughts, prayers, and absolute best wishes for strength to Josie Forsyth Fleming; her 

mother, Terra Forsyth; and her father, Joel Fleming, as they begin to heal and undertake 

treatment in the days ahead. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 639 

 

By: Hon. Leo Glavine (Communities, Culture and Heritage) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas Dartmouth resident Jonni Shreve overcame struggles with mental illness 

and addiction to forge a career in bodybuilding; and 

 

 Whereas by speaking publicly about issues surrounding mental health and 

addiction, Jonni Shreve serves as an inspiration to those who may be undergoing similar 

experiences; and 

 

 Whereas this year Jonni Shreve of Dartmouth won the Canadian Bodybuilding 

Federation men’s super-heavyweight category and was named the men’s overall winner; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Jonni Shreve of Dartmouth on winning a national title and wish him all the best for 

continued success in the sport of bodybuilding. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 640 

 

By: Hon. Kelly Regan (Community Services) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 
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 Whereas Bedford resident Angad Hundal was a thoughtful, compassionate, and 

responsible young man when he was killed at the age of 17 in a motorcycle accident in 

August 2013; and 

 

 Whereas his family was determined his name should live on after his untimely 

passing, so they created the Angad Hundal Award, which gives a $5,000 award to the 

student who most exemplifies Angad’s qualities; and 

 

 Whereas this year’s award winner, Lindsay Puddicombe of Waverley, who is a 

graduate of Charles P. Allen High School and is studying science at Dalhousie University, 

was chosen from more than 150 applicants; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Lindsay Puddicombe on being awarded the second annual Angad Hundal Award and thank 

the Hundal family for helping worthy students receive an education. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 641 

 

By: Hon. Kelly Regan (Community Services) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Bedford Lions Club raises money to assist many worthy causes, 

including the Special Olympics; and 

 

 Whereas every year the Lions Club presents Charles P. Allen High School with 

$3,000 to provide scholarships for its graduating class; and 

 

 Whereas the Lions Club also sponsors our local air cadet squadron, 342 Bedford 

Lions, helping our 12 to 18-year olds learn new skills and grow in confidence; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

the Bedford Lions and Lionesses for their devotion to our young people - their organization 

makes a huge difference in our community. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 642 

 

By: Hon. Kelly Regan (Community Services) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 
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 Whereas Kyle Schmeisser has been volunteering for several years with Bedford 

Minor Baseball and Bedford Minor Hockey and as a coach in both sports he’s brought not 

only the players together, but their parents as well; and 

 

 Whereas last Fall Kyle organized an autumn baseball program for children aged 10 

and under, giving players the chance to extend their season; and 

 

 Whereas Kyle then expanded on the success of that program to organize a Spring 

indoor program, so children could play ball in April and May, before the regular season 

got underway; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly thank Kyle 

Schmeisser for his devotion to the young people of Bedford and congratulate him on being 

such a great addition to the coaching ranks in our community. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 643 

 

By: Hon. Kelly Regan (Community Services) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas Renée Dawson has been volunteering with the Girl Guides of Canada, 

Bedford District, for three years as a Brownie and Guide Guider; and 

 

 Whereas Renée always goes out of her way to make certain the girls in her care 

have memorable experiences that will help them grow into exceptional young women, so 

much so that the Girl Guides have selected Renée for a Silver Unit Award for her 

outstanding contribution to her Brownie and Guide units; and 

 

 Whereas Renée is also a Sunday school teacher at St. Ignatius Catholic Church, a 

regular classroom volunteer at École Beaubassin, a summertime volunteer with the 

Bedford Beavers swim team and one of the nicest people I know; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly thank Renée 

Dawson for her devotion to the young people of Bedford and congratulate her on her Girl 

Guides Silver Unit Award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 644 

 

By: Hon. Kelly Regan (Community Services) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 
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 Whereas Beverley Wentzell is one of the star volunteers of Bedford, someone who 

sees something that needs to be done, and then does it; and 

 

 Whereas Beverley has been a member of the Kwebec Chapter #27 of the Order of 

the Eastern Star for 11 years, where she has held many offices, including Worthy Matron; 

and 

 

 Whereas Beverley has been heavily involved in many other causes and 

organizations, including the Down’s Syndrome Association, the Girl Guides, the Mother’s 

Union, the Daughters of the Nile, and the Nova Scotia International Tattoo, all while 

teaching skating and raising money for worthy causes, including the launch of St. Francis 

Church, the Cancer Society, Heart and Stroke, Special Olympics and the CNIB; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly thank Beverley 

Wentzell for always being the first person to volunteer, and congratulate her for making 

our community a better place.  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 645 

 

By: Hon. Kelly Regan (Community Services) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas Barry Matthews has been a member of and a volunteer at Bedford Baptist 

Church for more than 35 years; in fact he’s been a Sunday School teacher, a Deacon, a 

Trustee, an usher, a church greeter and a choir member; and 

 

 Whereas Barry has also helped to support the work of St. George’s Soup Kitchen, 

built cabins at Bayside Camp, volunteered as a Scout Leader and undertaken just about 

every job on stage and behind the curtain at the Bedford Players; and 

 

 Whereas Barry ensures all aspects of any task he undertakes are completed with 

integrity, patience and care; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly thank Barry 

Matthews and congratulate him for his conscientious contribution to life in Bedford. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 646 

 

By: Hon. Lena Diab (Immigration) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 
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 Whereas every member of the Legislative Assembly feels the calling of public 

service and worked day and night during the May 2017 provincial election to earn the right 

to represent their communities and to participate in shaping our province’s future; and 

 

 Whereas no one takes a seat in the Nova Scotia House of Assembly on their own 

but rather, are supported by a team of family members, friends, neighbours, colleagues and 

volunteers, whom a candidate may have known all their life or for only a few days or 

weeks, who makes the biggest difference in a campaign by believing in their candidate; 

and 

 

 Whereas in Armdale I had an irreplaceable team behind me who inspired me every 

single day to work harder with the incredible amount they gave of themselves in our 

planning, organizing, calling, sign installing and door knocking; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of the House of Assembly join me in 

thanking each and every member of my 2017 campaign team for their dedication and for 

giving me the opportunity to continue to serve the communities and the province that I 

love. 

  

RESOLUTION NO. 647 

 

By: Hon. Lena Diab (Immigration) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas small and medium size businesses are the backbone of our provincial 

economy and Noseworthy DiCostanzo Diab, a law firm specializing in areas of practice, 

including real estate, corporate and business law, wills and estates, personal injury, 

immigration and family law, is an example of an outstanding local business; and 

 

 Whereas NDD’s team of six lawyers with over 94 years of combined legal 

experience provide exceptional and personal service to their individual and business clients 

and Kent, John, Matthew, Peter, Louis and Andrew have been a tremendous source of 

support for myself and many people in the community; and 

 

 Whereas NDD is a growing firm with a diverse clientele and a strong reputation in 

Halifax’s many cultural communities and I was proud to work alongside them for over 20 

years as a partner; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of the House of Assembly congratulate 

NDD Law on their continued success. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 648 

 

By: Ms. Claudia Chender (Dartmouth South) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas Gloria McCluskey has served Dartmouth residents for over 23 years as 

Alderman to Dartmouth City Council in 1985, and as Dartmouth’s Mayor until 

amalgamation in 1996; and 

 

 Whereas Gloria was elected to Halifax Regional Council in 2004 and served until 

retirement in 2016; and 

 

 Whereas she will be recognized at the Dartmouth Senior Service Centre’s 41st 

Anniversary Dinner for her long-time support of the centre; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly join me in 

offering sincere congratulations and a big thank you to Gloria McCluskey for all the hours 

she has given to helping Dartmouth seniors and the community at large. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 649 

 

By: Ms. Claudia Chender (Dartmouth South) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas Ellen Latter served as a waitress for many years at the Shearwater Mess, 

Broadway Restaurant in Woodside, ran Doddie’s Canteen on McCormick Beach in Eastern 

Passage and worked at Moir’s chocolate factory as a chocolate dipper, which wad done by 

hand at the time; and 

 

 Whereas Ellen volunteered at the Dartmouth Senior Service Centre for the last 

seven years, selling memberships, calling bingo, serving lunch and donating to the 

Christmas Bag for Merchandise Bingo; and 

 

 Whereas she will be recognized at the DSSC’s 41st Anniversary Dinner; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly join me in 

offering sincere congratulations and a big thank you to Ellen Latter for all the hours she 

has given to serving Dartmouth. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 650 

 

By: Ms. Claudia Chender (Dartmouth South) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas Terry Cooper joined the Dartmouth Seniors Service Centre as an associate 

member in 1993 and has been a member ever since; and 

 

 Whereas she worked as a receptionist, made sandwiches, ran afternoon teas and 

was on the Board of Directors for a total of nine years; and 

 

 Whereas Terry will be recognized at the DSSC’s 41st Anniversary Dinner; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly join me in 

offering sincere congratulations and a big thank you to Terry Cooper for all the hours she 

has given to serving Dartmouth seniors. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 651 

 

By: Ms. Claudia Chender (Dartmouth South) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas Harry Chapman is a Dartmouth native who joined the editorial staff of the 

Dartmouth News Bureau of the Halifax Herald Ltd. In 1959 and later became Dartmouth 

Editor and Bureau Chief; and 

 

 Whereas he is the President of the Dartmouth Historical Association, member of 

the Dartmouth Heritage Museum Society, a member of the Board of Directors for Feeding 

Others of Dartmouth Society and a past board member of the Dartmouth Seniors Service 

Centre; and 

 

 Whereas as a board member Harry was Chairman of the Fundraising Committee, 

wrote direct mail campaign letters, attended meetings and helped with the various 

fundraising initiatives; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly join me in 

offering sincere congratulations and a big thank you to Harry Chapman for all the hours he 

has given to serving Dartmouth. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 652 

 

By: Ms. Claudia Chender (Dartmouth South) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas Marilyn Keating served on the board of directors of many organizations, 

such as Heart and Stroke Foundation, Victorian Order of Nurses and the Dartmouth 

YMCA; and 

 

 Whereas she began volunteering with the Dartmouth Seniors Service Centre in 

2011 and was a member of the board of directors; and 

 

 Whereas Marilyn served on the Membership Committee and will be recognized at 

the DSSC’s 41st Anniversary Dinner; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly join me in 

offering sincere congratulations and a big thank you to Marilyn Keating for all the hours 

she has given to serving Dartmouth. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 653 

 

By: Hon. Lena Diab (Immigration) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas Bruce H. Wildsmith, Q.C., of Barss Corner, Lunenburg County, is legal 

counsel with the Assembly of Nova Scotia Mi’kmaq Chiefs and the Kwilmu’kw Maw-

klosoquan Negotiation Office, a dedicated professor and mentor, a renowned scholar on 

aquaculture law and policy, and my former professor at Dalhousie Law; and 

 

 Whereas Bruce has, through his advocacy and wise counsel, helped to profoundly 

change the relationships between Canada and its Indigenous Peoples, including producing 

a clearer understanding of Aboriginal rights and their place in Canada by pursuing 

Mi’kmaq access to natural resources and treaty rights; and 

 

 Whereas on Friday, November 17th, Bruce will receive the Nova Scotia Barristers’ 

Society’s 2017 Distinguished Service Award at their 2017 Recognition Reception; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of the House of Assembly congratulate 

Bruce H. Wildsmith on this tremendous recognition and thank him for his substantial 

contributions to his country, province, and the legal profession. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 654 

 

By: Hon. Labi Kousoulis (Labour and Advanced Education) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas Shakespeare by the Sea, known as the largest outdoor summer theatre 

festival in Atlantic Canada, has concluded another very successful year; and 

 

 Whereas this year, the theatre company performed All’s Well That Ends Well, 

Julius Caesar, and Peter Pan, all of which were well attended and brought life to Point 

Pleasant Park six nights a week; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that we congratulate Shakespeare by the Sea. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 655 

 

By: Hon. Labi Kousoulis (Labour and Advanced Education) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas running from May to September on the Halifax Waterfront, Mountain 

Equipment Co-op hosts yoga on the boardwalk; and 

 

 Whereas running every Monday evening near Bishops Landing, this free event is 

well attended by many who live within and outside of the riding; and 

 

 Whereas I would like to thank Mountain Equipment Co-op for holding these events 

and look forward to what the next year has to offer; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that we congratulate Mountain Equipment Co-op. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 656 

 

By: Hon. Labi Kousoulis (Labour and Advanced Education) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas known as Canada’s only multi-arts festival, Prismatic Arts Festival 

showcases the best in music, dance, visual arts, and media; and 
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 Whereas this year the festival runs from September 14th to September 23rd and 

operates across the city at various venues, and to date the festival has worked with over 

525 artists and has hosted over 30,000 attendees; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that we congratulate the Prismatic Arts Festival. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 657 

 

By: Hon. Labi Kousoulis (Labour and Advanced Education) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas this summer on the Halifax Waterfront, dancers took to the boardwalk 

teaching swing and tango to all those who wished to participate; and 

 

 Whereas running from May to September each year, residents and visitors are 

invited to join classes hosted by Dal Swing and Tango Nova Scotia; and 

 

 Whereas we congratulate Dal Swing and Tango Nova Scotia in another successful 

year on the boardwalk; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that we congratulate Halifax waterfront dancers. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 658 

 

By: Ms. Suzanne Lohnes-Croft (Lunenburg) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas volunteer firefighters are vital to the safekeeping of our communities, and 

they willingly give their time day and night; and 

 

 Whereas it is important to recognize firefighters for their years of service with the 

Walden Volunteer Fire Department; and 

 

 Whereas Lucas Hiltz has contributed five years of service, Tammy Dorey 10 years 

of service, George Kentley 15 years of service, and Larry Hirtle 20 years of service; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

these volunteer firefighters for their years of service to the Walden Volunteer Fire 

Department. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 659 

 

By: Ms. Suzanne Lohnes-Croft (Lunenburg) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Canada Games celebrated its 50th anniversary in Winnipeg, Manitoba; 

and 

 

 Whereas it takes long hours of training and dedication to reach this level of athletics 

and there are athletes from the Lunenburg constituency who partook in this year’s Canada 

Games; and 

 Whereas Colin Ward, Hannah Wilkie, Calum MacEachen, Zack Zinck, Allie 

Flower, and Tom Ward represented Lunenburg County and Nova Scotia in the games; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

these athletes, their coaches, and managers on their accomplishments and wish them all the 

best in their future athletic pursuits. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 660 

 

By: Ms. Suzanne Lohnes-Croft (Lunenburg) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas Dwight Rhodenizer of Oakhill has made ongoing contributions to help 

clean up our community; and 

 

 Whereas Dwight was known to most people in the community as the “Bottle Man” 

as he spent a lot of time cleaning up recyclables along the roadside for the past 49 years, a 

task he took great pride in; and 

 

 Whereas Dwight donated a portion of the funds he received from the recyclables to 

the Health Services Foundation of the South Shore, a cause that was close to his heart, and, 

last year, CTV presented him with the Maritimer of the Week award for his contributions 

not only for collecting bottles but for beautifying his community; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Dwight on his many years of contributions to bettering the area. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 661 

 

By: Ms. Suzanne Lohnes-Croft (Lunenburg) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Lunenburg County Christmas Tree Producers’ Association are 

celebrating their 50th Anniversary and this association and its membership have helped to 

build this industry and contribute jobs and economic opportunities for our community; and 

 

 Whereas, on Saturday, September 23, members of the surrounding communities 

gathered at the Parkdale-Maplewood Community Centre to celebrate the contribution of 

past and current members of the association; and 

 

 Whereas Nova Scotians are very proud of their Christmas tree industry and 

Lunenburg County is especially proud to be the Balsam Fir Christmas Tree Capital of the 

World; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

the Lunenburg County Christmas Tree Producers’ Association on their 50th Anniversary 

and wish the association success on their upcoming harvesting season. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 662 

 

By: Ms. Suzanne Lohnes-Croft (Lunenburg) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas Councillor Lee Nauss has served 50 years with the Municipality of the 

District of Lunenburg and has been acclaimed or re-elected every election since 1967; and 

 

 Whereas, on Saturday, October 21, a large group of supporters gathered at the Italy 

Cross Middlewood & District Fire Department to celebrate Lee’s longstanding 

contributions to the municipality; and 

 

 Whereas local dignitaries along with friends and family enjoyed an evening 

recognizing Lee and telling stories of his contributions during his time on council; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Lee Nauss for 50 years of service to the Municipality of the District of Lunenburg. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 663 

 

By: Ms. Suzanne Lohnes-Croft (Lunenburg) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas Livewires 4-H Club of Parkdale-Maplewood is celebrating their 75 

Anniversary; and 

 

 Whereas, throughout the entire 2017 year, the organization has been holding special 

events and activities to commemorate this momentous anniversary; and 

 

 Whereas the organization encourages participants to gain a sense of 

accomplishment by succeeding at something new whether it is training an animal, 

presenting a speech, or fixing an engine; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Livewires 4-H Club in Parkdale-Maplewood on their 75th Anniversary and wish them all 

the best in the years ahead. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 664 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas The Co-operators Insurance was nominated in the category of Community 

Impact Award; and 

 

 Whereas this award honours a business, association, group, or individual that has 

demonstrated exceptional public spirit through staff participation in our community, and 

the nominee will have shown their support for our community through sponsorships and 

charitable initiatives or by monetary and/or in-kind contributions; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate The 

Co-operators Insurance on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area 

Chamber of Commerce Community Impact Award. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 665 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas 100 Guys/100 Women Who Share Yarmouth County was nominated in 

the category of Community Impact Award; and 

 

 Whereas this award honours a business, association, group, or individual that has 

demonstrated exceptional public spirit through staff participation in our community, and 

the nominee will have shown their support for our community through sponsorships and 

charitable initiatives or by monetary and/or in-kind contributions; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 100 

Guys/100 Women Who Share Yarmouth County on the honour of being nominated for the 

2017 Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Community Impact Award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 666 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Gator Byte Computers and Entertainment was nominated in the category 

of Community Impact Award; and 

 

 Whereas this award honours a business, association, group, or individual that has 

demonstrated exceptional public spirit through staff participation in our community, and 

the nominee will have shown their support for our community through sponsorships and 

charitable initiatives or by monetary and/or in-kind contributions; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Gator Byte Computers and Entertainment on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 

Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Community Impact Award. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 667 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Jake’s Family Restaurant was nominated in the category of Community 

Impact Award; and 

 

 Whereas this award honours a business, association, group, or individual that has 

demonstrated exceptional public spirit through staff participation in our community, and 

the nominee will have shown their support for our community through sponsorships and 

charitable initiatives or by monetary and/or in-kind contributions; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Jake’s Family Restaurant on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and 

Area Chamber of Commerce Community Impact Award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 668 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Mathieu Maltais of City Drug Store/Sip at Sea was nominated in the 

category of Community Impact Award; and 

 

 Whereas this award honours a business, association, group, or individual that has 

demonstrated exceptional public spirit through staff participation in our community, and 

the nominee will have shown their support for our community through sponsorships and 

charitable initiatives or by monetary and/or in-kind contributions; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Mathieu Maltais of City Drug Store/Sip at Sea on the honour of being nominated for the 

2017 Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Community Impact Award. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 669 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Mile East Productions was nominated in the category of Community 

Impact Award; and 

 

 Whereas this award honours a business, association, group, or individual that has 

demonstrated exceptional public spirit through staff participation in our community, and 

the nominee will have shown their support for our community through sponsorships and 

charitable initiatives or by monetary and/or in-kind contributions; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate Mile 

East Productions on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area 

Chamber of Commerce Community Impact Award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 670 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas RBC Yarmouth was nominated in the category of Community Impact 

Award; and 

 

 Whereas this award honours a business, association, group, or individual that has 

demonstrated exceptional public spirit through staff participation in our community, and 

the nominee will have shown their support for our community through sponsorships and 

charitable initiatives or by monetary and/or in-kind contributions; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate RBC 

Yarmouth on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area Chamber of 

Commerce Community Impact Award. 

 



THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 ASSEMBLY DEBATES 1965 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 671 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Saunders Wealth Advisory Group was nominated in the category of 

Community Impact Award; and 

 

 Whereas this award honours a business, association, group, or individual that has 

demonstrated exceptional public spirit through active staff participation in our community, 

and the nominee will have shown their support for our community through sponsorships 

and charitable initiatives or by monetary and/or in-kind contributions; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Saunders Wealth Advisory Group on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 

Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Community Impact Award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 672 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Scotiabank Yarmouth was nominated in the category of Community 

Impact Award; and 

 

 Whereas this award honours a business, association, group, or individual that has 

demonstrated exceptional public spirit through active staff participation in our community, 

and the nominee will have shown their support for our community through sponsorships 

and charitable initiatives or by monetary and/or in-kind contributions; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Scotiabank Yarmouth on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area 

Chamber of Commerce Community Impact Award. 

 



1966 ASSEMBLY DEBATES THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 673 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas The Shanty Café was nominated in the category of Community Impact 

Award; and 

 

 Whereas this award honours a business, association, group, or individual that has 

demonstrated exceptional public spirit through active staff participation in our community, 

and the nominee will have shown their support for our community through sponsorships 

and charitable initiatives or by monetary and/or in-kind contributions; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate The 

Shanty Café on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area Chamber 

of Commerce Community Impact Award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 674 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

Resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Tri-County Women’s Centre was nominated in the category of 

Community Impact Award; and 

 

 Whereas this award honours a business, association, group or individual that has 

demonstrated exceptional public spirit through active staff participation in our community 

and the nominee will have shown their support for our community through sponsorships 

and charitable initiatives, or by monetary and/or in-kind contributions; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that the members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Tri-County Women’s Centre on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and 

Area Chamber of Commerce Community Impact Award. 

 



THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 ASSEMBLY DEBATES 1967 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 675 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Toulon Development - Yarmouth Mall was nominated in the category of 

Community Impact Award; and 

 

 Whereas this award honours a business, association, group, or individual that has 

demonstrated exceptional public spirit through active staff participation in our community, 

and the nominee will have shown their support for our community through sponsorships 

and charitable initiatives or by monetary and/or in-kind contributions; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Toulon Development - Yarmouth Mall on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 

Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Community Impact Award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 676 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Tri-Country VON was nominated in the category of Community Impact 

Award; and 

 

 Whereas this award honours a business, association, group, or individual that has 

demonstrated exceptional public spirit through active staff participation in our community, 

and the nominee will have shown their support for our community through sponsorships 

and charitable initiatives or by monetary and/or in-kind contributions; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate Tri-

Country VON on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area Chamber 

of Commerce Community Impact Award. 

 



1968 ASSEMBLY DEBATES THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 677 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Annie Pedersen of MacKinnon Cann Inn was nominated in the category 

of Employee of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award goes to an individual who has shown outstanding loyalty and 

customer service, has inspired others, and has a passion for their job; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Annie Pedersen of on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area 

Chamber of Commerce Employee of the Year award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 678 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Speakeasy Supper Club was nominated in the category of Business of the 

Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award goes to a business from any industry that meets the criteria for 

supporting the community, has shown excellent growth and innovation in its business area, 

and has had a positive impact on the local economy; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Speakeasy Supper Club on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area 

Chamber of Commerce Business of the Year award. 

 

 

 

 



THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 ASSEMBLY DEBATES 1969 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 679 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Textur Salon was nominated in the category of Business of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award goes to a business from any industry that meets the criteria for 

supporting the community, has shown excellent growth and innovation in its business area, 

and has had a positive impact on the local economy; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Textur Salon on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area Chamber 

of Commerce Business of the Year award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 680 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas KD Wash & Dry Laundry was nominated in the category of Business of 

the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award goes to a business from any industry that meets the criteria for 

supporting the community, has shown excellent growth and innovation in its business area, 

and has had a positive impact on the local economy; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate KD 

Wash & Dry Laundry on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area 

Chamber of Commerce Business of the Year award. 

 

 

 

 



1970 ASSEMBLY DEBATES THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 681 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Yarmouth Auto Supplies was nominated in the category of Business of 

the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award goes to a business from any industry that meets the criteria for 

supporting the community, has shown excellent growth and innovation in its business area, 

and has had a positive impact on the local economy; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Yarmouth Auto Supplies on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and 

Area Chamber of Commerce Business of the Year award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 682 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas N. Hurlburt Excavating was nominated in the category of Business of the 

Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award goes to a business from any industry that meets the criteria for 

supporting the community, has shown excellent growth and innovation in its business area, 

and has had a positive impact on the local economy; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate N. 

Hurlburt Excavating on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area 

Chamber of Commerce Business of the Year award. 

 

 

 



THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 ASSEMBLY DEBATES 1971 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 683 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Ascension Pets and Needs was nominated in the category of Business of 

the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award goes to a business from any industry that meets the criteria for 

supporting the community, has shown excellent growth and innovation in its business area, 

and has had a positive impact on the local economy; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Ascension Pets and Needs on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and 

Area Chamber of Commerce Business of the Year award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 684 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Acadian Plumbing, Heating and Electrical was nominated in the category 

of Business of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award goes to a business from any industry that meets the criteria for 

supporting the community, has shown excellent growth and innovation in its business area, 

and has had a positive impact on the local economy; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Acadian Plumbing, Heating and Electrical on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 

Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Business of the Year award. 

 

 

 



1972 ASSEMBLY DEBATES THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 685 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Murray Manor Bistro and Creperie was nominated in the category of 

Business of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award goes to a business from any industry that meets the criteria for 

supporting the community, has shown excellent growth and innovation in its business area, 

and has had a positive impact on the local economy; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Murray Manor Bistro and Creperie on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 

Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Business of the Year award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 686 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas The Red Shed was nominated in the category of Business of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award goes to a business from any industry that meets the criteria for 

supporting the community, has shown excellent growth and innovation in its business area, 

and has had a positive impact on the local economy; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate The 

Red Shed on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area Chamber of 

Commerce Business of the Year award. 

  

 

 

 



THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 ASSEMBLY DEBATES 1973 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 687 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas E&J Millworks was nominated in the category of Business of the Year; 

and 

 

 Whereas this award goes to a business from any industry that meets the criteria for 

supporting the community, has shown excellent growth and innovation in its business area, 

and has had a positive impact on the local economy; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate E&J 

Millworks on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area Chamber of 

Commerce Business of the Year award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 688 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Honey Bee Ice Cream Parlour was nominated in the category of Business 

of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award goes to a business from any industry that meets the criteria for 

supporting the community, has shown excellent growth and innovation in its business area, 

and has had a positive impact on the local economy; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Honey Bee Ice Cream Parlour on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth 

and Area Chamber of Commerce Business of the Year award. 

 

 

 



1974 ASSEMBLY DEBATES THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 689 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Axworthy Saulnier & Associates Inc. was nominated in the category of 

Business of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award goes to a business from any industry that meets the criteria for 

supporting the community, has shown excellent growth and innovation in its business area, 

and has had a positive impact on the local economy; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Axworthy Saulnier & Associates Inc. on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 

Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Business of the Year award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 690 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Alisa Rhyno-Jacquard of Parkview Styles was nominated in the category 

of Employee of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award goes to an individual who has shown outstanding loyalty and 

customer service, has inspired others, and has a passion for their job; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate Alisa 

Rhyno-Jacquard on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area 

Chamber of Commerce Employee of the Year award. 

 

 

 

 



THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 ASSEMBLY DEBATES 1975 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 691 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Gary Ellis of Murray GM was nominated in the category of Employee of 

the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award goes to an individual who has shown outstanding loyalty and 

customer service, has inspired others, and has a passion for their job; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate Gary 

Ellis on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area Chamber of 

Commerce Employee of the Year award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 692 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Jason Maxwell of East Coast Scaffolding was nominated in the category 

of Employee of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award goes to an individual who has shown outstanding loyalty and 

customer service, has inspired others, and has a passion for their job; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Jason Maxwell on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area 

Chamber of Commerce Employee of the Year award. 

 

 

 

 

 



1976 ASSEMBLY DEBATES THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 693 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Mark Rogers of Yarmouth Nissan was nominated in the category of 

Employee of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award goes to an individual who has shown outstanding loyalty and 

customer service, has inspired others, and has a passion for their job; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Mark Rogers on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area Chamber 

of Commerce Employee of the Year award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 694 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Rob Fuller of White Perkins Associates was nominated in the category of 

Employee of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award goes to an individual who has shown outstanding loyalty and 

customer service, has inspired others, and has a passion for their job; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate Rob 

Fuller on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area Chamber of 

Commerce Employee of the Year award. 

 

 

 

 

 



THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 ASSEMBLY DEBATES 1977 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 695 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Samantha Comeau of Yarmouth Cleaning Ladies was nominated in the 

category of Employee of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award goes to an individual who has shown outstanding loyalty and 

customer service, has inspired others, and has a passion for their job; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Samantha Comeau on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area 

Chamber of Commerce Employee of the Year award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 696 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Sandy Fevens of Th’YARC Playhouse and Arts Centre was nominated in 

the category of Employee of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award goes to an individual who has shown outstanding loyalty and 

customer service, has inspired others, and has a passion for their job; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Sandy Fevens on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area Chamber 

of Commerce Employee of the Year Award. 

 

 

 

 

 



1978 ASSEMBLY DEBATES THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 697 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Shelley Rodney of the Coastal Financial Credit Union was nominated in 

the category of Employee of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award goes to an individual who has shown outstanding loyalty and 

customer service, has inspired others, and has a passion for their job; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Shelley Rodney on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area 

Chamber of Commerce Employee of the Year Award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 698 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Tish Muise of the Coastal Financial Credit Union was nominated in the 

category of Employee of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award goes to an individual who has shown outstanding loyalty and 

customer service, has inspired others, and has a passion for their job; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate Tish 

Muise on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area Chamber of 

Commerce Employee of the Year Award. 

 

 

 

 

 



THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 ASSEMBLY DEBATES 1979 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 699 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Wendy Meuse of Murray Manor Bistro & Creperie was nominated in the 

category of Employee of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award goes to an individual who has shown outstanding loyalty and 

customer service, has inspired others, and has a passion for their job; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Wendy Meuse on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area 

Chamber of Commerce Employee of the Year Award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 700 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Mathieu Muise of Yarmouth Physiotherapy was nominated in the 

category of Young Entrepreneur of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this nominee can be from any industry that meets the criteria for 

supporting the community, showing growth and innovation in their business, and having a 

positive impact on the local economy, and the business must have been in business for at 

least one year; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Mathieu Muise on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area 

Chamber of Commerce Young Entrepreneur of the Year Award. 

 

 

 



1980 ASSEMBLY DEBATES THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 701 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Denise Alison of Stratigro was nominated in the category of Young 

Entrepreneur of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this nominee can be from any industry that meets the criteria for 

supporting the community, showing growth and innovation in their business, and having a 

positive impact on the local economy, and the business must have been in business for at 

least one year; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Denise Alison on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area Chamber 

of Commerce Young Entrepreneur of the Year Award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 702 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Rick Allwright of Mile East Productions was nominated in the category 

of Young Entrepreneur of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this nominee can be from any industry that meets the criteria for 

supporting the community, showing growth and innovation in their business, and having a 

positive impact on the local economy, and the business must have been in business for at 

least one year; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate Rick 

Allwright on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area Chamber of 

Commerce Young Entrepreneur of the Year Award. 

 



THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 ASSEMBLY DEBATES 1981 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 703 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Dean Pearce of East Coast Scaffolding was nominated in the category of 

Young Entrepreneur of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this nominee can be from any industry that meets the criteria for 

supporting the community, showing growth and innovation in their business, and having a 

positive impact on the local economy, and the business must have been in business for at 

least one year; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate Dean 

Pearce on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area Chamber of 

Commerce Young Entrepreneur of the Year Award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 704 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Michaela Deveau of Flocial was nominated in the category of Young 

Entrepreneur of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this nominee can be from any industry that meets the criteria for 

supporting the community, showing growth and innovation in their business, and having a 

positive impact on the local economy, and the business must have been in business for at 

least one year; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Michaela Deveau on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area 

Chamber of Commerce Young Entrepreneur of the Year Award. 

 



1982 ASSEMBLY DEBATES THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 705 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Robert Waite of The Rodd Grand was nominated in the category of Boss 

of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award recognizes business owners and managers whose management 

style has differentiated him/her from the competition and they have demonstrated 

outstanding leadership in the workplace that goes above and beyond for their employees 

while valuing productivity and customer service; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Robert Waite on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area Chamber 

of Commerce Boss of the Year Award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 706 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Paul Miller of RBC Yarmouth was nominated in the category of Boss of 

the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award recognizes business owners and managers whose management 

style has differentiated him/her from the competition and they have demonstrated 

outstanding leadership in the workplace that goes above and beyond for their employees 

while valuing productivity and customer service; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate Paul 

Miller  on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area Chamber of 

Commerce Boss of the Year Award. 

 



THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 ASSEMBLY DEBATES 1983 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 707 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Jennifer White of White Perkins Assoc. was nominated in the category of 

Boss of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award recognizes business owners and managers whose management 

style has differentiated him/her from the competition and they have demonstrated 

outstanding leadership in the workplace that goes above and beyond for their employees 

while valuing productivity and customer service; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Jennifer White  on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area 

Chamber of Commerce Boss of the Year Award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 708 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Vera Saeme of Murray Manor Bistro and Creperie was nominated in the 

category of Boss of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award recognizes business owners and managers whose management 

style has differentiated him/her from the competition and they have demonstrated 

outstanding leadership in the workplace that goes above and beyond for their employees 

while valuing productivity and customer service; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate Vera 

Saeme on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area Chamber of 

Commerce Boss of the Year award. 

 



1984 ASSEMBLY DEBATES THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 709 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Jana Jeffrey of Yarmouth Cleaning Ladies was nominated in the category 

of Boss of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award recognizes business owners and managers whose management 

style has differentiated him/her from the competition and they have demonstrated 

outstanding leadership in the workplace that goes above and beyond for their employees 

while valuing productivity and customer service; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate Jana 

Jeffrey  on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area Chamber of 

Commerce Boss of the Year award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 710 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Amanda Evelyn Muise of Manda Evelyn was nominated in the category 

of Boss of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award recognizes business owners and managers whose management 

style has differentiated him/her from the competition and they have demonstrated 

outstanding leadership in the workplace that goes above and beyond for their employees 

while valuing productivity and customer service; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Amanda Evelyn Muise on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area 

Chamber of Commerce Boss of the Year award. 

 



THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 ASSEMBLY DEBATES 1985 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 711 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Jessica LeBlanc of The Perky Owl was nominated in the category of Boss 

of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award recognizes business owners and managers whose management 

style has differentiated him/her from the competition and they have demonstrated 

outstanding leadership in the workplace that goes above and beyond for their employees 

while valuing productivity and customer service; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Jessica LeBlanc on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area 

Chamber of Commerce Boss of the Year award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 712 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Adam Randall of Eastcoast Roofing was nominated in the category of 

Rising Star Business of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this is awarded to a locally owned business from any that is three years 

old or less, or has had a new owner within the past three years, and has shown innovation, 

growth and success within our business community; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Adam Randall of Eastcoast Roofing on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 

Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Rising Star Business of the Year award. 

 

 



1986 ASSEMBLY DEBATES THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 713 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Denise Alison of Stratigro Business Consulting was nominated in the 

category of Rising Star Business of the Year; and 

 

Whereas this is awarded to a locally owned business that is three years old or less, 

or has had a new owner within the past three years, and has shown innovation, growth and 

success within our business community; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Denise Alison on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area Chamber 

of Commerce Rising Star Business of the Year award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 714 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Clark Sigfridson of Café Clark was nominated in the category of Rising 

Star Business of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award is awarded to a locally owned business that is three years old 

or less, or has had a new owner within the past three years, and has shown innovation, 

growth and success within our business community;  

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Clark Sigfridson on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area 

Chamber of Commerce Rising Star Business of the Year award. 

 

 

 



THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 ASSEMBLY DEBATES 1987 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 715 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Salt Wreck Inc. was nominated in the category of Rising Star Business of 

the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this is awarded to a locally owned business that is three years old or less, 

or has had a new owner within the past three years, and has shown innovation, growth and 

success within our business community; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate Salt 

Wreck Inc. on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area Chamber 

of Commerce Rising Star Business of the Year award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 716 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Coast to Coast Nautical Home Décor was nominated in the category of 

Rising Star Business of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this is awarded to a locally owned business that is three years old or less, 

or has had a new owner within the past 3 years and has shown innovation, growth and 

success within our business community; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Coast to Coast Nautical Home Décor on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 

Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Rising Star Business of the Year award. 

 

 

 



1988 ASSEMBLY DEBATES THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 717 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas It’s A Ruff Life Dog Training was nominated in the category of Rising 

Star Business of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this is awarded to a locally owned business that is three years old or less, 

or has had a new owner within the past three years, and has shown innovation, growth and 

success within our business community; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate It’s 

A Ruff Life Dog Training on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and 

Area Chamber of Commerce Rising Star Business of the Year award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 718 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Yarmouth Nissan was nominated in the category of Rising Star Business 

of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this is awarded to a locally owned business that is three years old or less, 

or has had a new owner within the past three years, and has shown innovation, growth and 

success within our business community; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Yarmouth Nissan on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area 

Chamber of Commerce Rising Star Business of the Year award. 

 

 

 



THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 ASSEMBLY DEBATES 1989 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 719 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Amanda Langthorne of Parkview Styles was nominated in the category of 

Rising Star Business of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this is awarded to a locally owned business that is three years old or less, 

or has had a new owner within the past three years, and has shown innovation, growth and 

success within our business community; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Amanda Langthorne on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area 

Chamber of Commerce Rising Star Business of the Year award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 720 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Buff Zone Cleaning Services was nominated in the category of Business 

of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award goes to a business from any industry and meets the criteria for 

supporting the community, has shown excellent growth and innovation in its business area, 

and has had a positive impact on the local economy; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that the members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Buff Zone Cleaning Services on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth 

and Area Chamber of Commerce Business of the Year Award. 

 

 

 



1990 ASSEMBLY DEBATES THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 721 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Bailey’s Bakery was nominated in the category of Business of the Year; 

and 

 

 Whereas this award goes to a business from any industry and meets the criteria for 

supporting the community, has shown excellent growth and innovation in its business area, 

and has had a positive impact on the local economy; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that the members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Bailey’s Bakery on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area 

Chamber of Commerce Business of the Year Award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 722 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Yarmouth South Red & White was nominated in the category of Business 

of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award goes to a business from any industry and meets the criteria for 

supporting the community, has shown excellent growth and innovation in its business area, 

and has had a positive impact on the local economy; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that the members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Yarmouth South Red & White on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth 

and Area Chamber of Commerce Business of the Year Award. 

 

 

 



THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 ASSEMBLY DEBATES 1991 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 723 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Innovative Fishery Products was nominated in the category of Business 

of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award goes to a business from any industry and meets the criteria for 

supporting the community, has shown excellent growth and innovation in its business area, 

and has had a positive impact on the local economy; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that the members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Innovative Fishery Products on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and 

Area Chamber of Commerce Business of the Year Award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 724 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Canadian Tire Yarmouth was nominated in the category of Business of 

the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award goes to a business from any industry and meets the criteria for 

supporting the community, has shown excellent growth and innovation in its business area, 

and has had a positive impact on the local economy; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that the members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Canadian Tire Yarmouth on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and 

Area Chamber of Commerce Business of the Year Award. 

 

 

 



1992 ASSEMBLY DEBATES THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 725 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Tri-Star Industries was nominated in the category of Business of the Year; 

and 

 

 Whereas this award goes to a business from any industry and meets the criteria for 

supporting the community, has shown excellent growth and innovation in its business area, 

and has had a positive impact on the local economy; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that the members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Tri-Star Industries on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area 

Chamber of Commerce Business of the Year Award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 726 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas McDonald’s Yarmouth was nominated in the category of Business of the 

Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award goes to a business from any industry and meets the criteria for 

supporting the community, has shown excellent growth and innovation in its business area, 

and has had a positive impact on the local economy; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that the members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

McDonald’s Yarmouth on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area 

Chamber of Commerce Business of the Year Award. 

 

 

 



THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 ASSEMBLY DEBATES 1993 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 727 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Dayton Red & White was nominated in the category of Business of the 

Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award goes to a business from any industry that meets the criteria for 

supporting the community, has shown excellent growth and innovation in its business area, 

and has had a positive impact on the local economy; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Dayton Red & White on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area 

Chamber of Commerce Business of the Year award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 728 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Web.com was nominated in the category of Business of the Year; and 

 

 Whereas this award goes to a business from any industry that meets the criteria for 

supporting the community, has shown excellent growth and innovation in its business area, 

and has had a positive impact on the local economy; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Web.com on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area Chamber of 

Commerce Business of the Year Award. 

 

 

 

 



1994 ASSEMBLY DEBATES THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 729 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Ocean Pride Fisheries was nominated in the category of Export 

Achievement; and 

 

 Whereas this award recognizes a business that has demonstrated success in 

exporting goods or services and expanding its markets (locally, provincially, or nationally), 

to areas outside the local economy; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate  

Ocean Pride Fisheries on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area 

Chamber of Commerce Export Achievement Award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 730 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Wedgeport Boats Limited was nominated in the category of Export 

Achievement; and 

 

 Whereas this award recognizes a business that has demonstrated success in 

exporting goods or services and expanding its markets (locally, provincially, or nationally), 

to areas outside the local economy; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Wedgeport Boats Limited on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and 

Area Chamber of Commerce Export Achievement Award. 

 

 

 



THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 ASSEMBLY DEBATES 1995 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 731  

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Chebogue Fisheries was nominated in the category of Export 

Achievement; and 

 

 Whereas this award recognizes a business that has demonstrated success in 

exporting goods or services and expanding its markets (locally, provincially, or nationally) 

to areas outside the local economy; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Chebogue Fisheries on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and Area 

Chamber of Commerce Export Achievement Award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 732 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Bryan Hipson Translations Limited was nominated in the category of 

Export Achievement; and 

 

 Whereas this award recognizes a business that has demonstrated success in 

exporting goods or services and expanding its markets (locally, provincially, or nationally) 

to areas outside the local economy; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Bryan Hipson Translations Limited on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 

Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Export Achievement Award. 

 

 

 



1996 ASSEMBLY DEBATES THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 733 

 

By: Hon. Zach Churchill (Education and Early Childhood Development) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards 

are being held on November 2, 2017, at the Rodd Grand Yarmouth; and 

 

 Whereas Captain’s Choice Lobster was nominated in the category of Export 

Achievement; and 

 

 Whereas this award recognizes a business that has demonstrated success in 

exporting goods or services and expanding its markets (locally, provincially, or nationally) 

to areas outside the local economy; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate 

Captain’s Choice Lobster on the honour of being nominated for the 2017 Yarmouth and 

Area Chamber of Commerce Export Achievement Award. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 734 

 

By: Hon. Lena Diab (Immigration) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas Our Lady of Lebanon Maronite Catholic Church is a growing Christian 

congregation in Halifax that seeks to be a loving, friendly community that worships God 

and serves others; and 

 

 Whereas Father Nehme Eid (Abouna Nehme to parishioners) joined Our Lady of 

Lebanon Parish as a Parochial Vicar in January 2017; and 

 

 Whereas Abouna Nehme’s succinct and heartfelt sermons quickly capture the 

imagination of the hearers as he connects the word of God to their everyday lives and 

orients people toward life in God’s world; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that this House of Assembly join me in thanking Father 

Nehme Eid for his dedication and service to Our Lady of Lebanon Parish in Halifax and 

wish him continued health and success in preaching the word of God wherever he may be. 

 

 



THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 ASSEMBLY DEBATES 1997 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 735 

 

By: Hon. Iain Rankin (Environment) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas Amanda Merritt and Stacy Landry have fulfilled their childhood dream of 

opening a salon together, Adorn Salon & Spa, located at 1308 St. Margaret’s Bay Road in 

Beechville; and 

 

 Whereas as young children Stacey and Amanda enjoyed doing each other’s hair 

and makeup and as they became older they both decided to pursue careers in the industry; 

and 

 

 Whereas they have been working together since graduation and are so proud to have 

made the leap to opening their business together with their talented team, offering a wide 

range of hair and aesthetic services including hair extensions, hair colour, waxing, nails, 

spray tans and formal hair and makeup, their dreams have become their reality; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that this House of Assembly join me in congratulating 

Amanda and Stacy on their successful business and wish them well in their future 

endeavours. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 736 

 

By: Hon. Mark Furey (Justice) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas Jocelyne Boutilier was awarded the Nova Scotia Council of the 

Federation’s Literacy Award in September 2017; 

 

 Whereas Jocelyne had the courage to finish high school as an adult and the 

determination to work towards post-secondary education, having recently enrolled in the 

nursing program at Dalhousie University; and 

 

 Whereas Jocelyne is an example to us all that through hard work and determination 

we can find success; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that this House of Assembly join me in congratulating 

Jocelyne for being this year’s recipient of the Literacy Award and wish her all the best in 

her studies at Dalhousie University. 



1998 ASSEMBLY DEBATES THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 737 

 

By: Hon. Mark Furey (Justice) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas the Afterglow Art Festival took place September 29th and 30th on King 

Street in Bridgewater; and 

 

 Whereas event organizer Ashton Rhodenizer recognized a need for local artists to 

have a venue to display and showcase their work, including music, dance, contemporary 

painting and even squash art; and 

 

 Whereas for the many hours of planning and organizing, Ashton and her team have 

created another successful event and have helped our local artists gain exposure; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that this House of Assembly join me in congratulating 

Ashton, her volunteers and all participating artists for an amazing event and in wishing 

them all the best as they plan for next year’s event. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 738 

 

By: Hon. David Wilson (Sackville-Cobequid) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas Paul Russell received the Sackville Volunteer of the Year Award for 2017; 

 

 Whereas Paul was nominated by three different organizations in Lower Sackville:  

the Sackville Rivers Association, the Lake District Recreation Association and the 

Sackville Community Development Association; and 

 

 Whereas Paul volunteered to resurrect the Sackville Winter Carnival as the Snow 

Days event during Heritage Day weekend and managed the Sackville Patriot Days parade 

for several years; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that this House of Assembly recognize Sackville’s 

volunteer of the year 2017, Paul Russell, for his volunteer work on the Sackville Patriot 

Days parade and Sackville Snow Days and wish him well in the years ahead.  

 

 

 



THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 ASSEMBLY DEBATES 1999 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 739 

 

By: Hon. Mark Furey (Justice) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas for the seventh year in a row, the Bridgewater Barracuda swim team has 

won the provincial swim title; and 

 

 Whereas this winning team finished the provincial meet with 3,547 points, with 

many impressive races; and 

 

 Whereas through their hard work, commitment, and team spirit, these young 

athletes along with their coaches and supportive parents serve as an inspiration to all of us; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House join me in congratulating 

the strong group of young athletes who make up the Bridgewater Barracuda swim team, 

along with their coaches and parents, for their continued success. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 740 

 

By: Hon. Mark Furey (Justice) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas on September 9th, the roar of 56 motorcycle engines could be heard 

approaching the Salvation Army in Bridgewater; and 

 

 Whereas these motorcycles were overflowing with stuffed animals, toys, and 

school supplies to be distributed at Christmas time for families who need them most; and 

 

 Whereas this is the 30th year the Maritime Motorcycle Touring Association has 

organized this important event to give back to their community and support those in need; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House join me in congratulating 

the Maritime Motorcycle Touring Association and all of the participants of this year’s toy 

drive for supporting children and families in our community. 

 

 

 

 

 



2000 ASSEMBLY DEBATES THUR., OCT. 26, 2017 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 741 

 

By: Hon. Labi Kousoulis (Labour and Advanced Education) 

 

 I hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

 

 Whereas at 3:00 a.m. October 28, 1940, a representative of the Axis forces arrived 

at the Greek Prime Minister’s residence and demanded that Greece surrender, and the 

Prime Minister replied with one single word, “Oxi” - no; and 

 

 Whereas Greece was the only country to face the armies of four countries 

simultaneously, and Greece resisted for 219 days, which was the longest resistance of any 

country, and Greece lost 10 per cent of its population; and 

 

 Whereas praise of world leaders recognized Greece’s role in WWII such as 

Winston Churchill, “Hence you will not say that Greeks fight like heroes but that heroes 

fight like Greeks,” and Franklin Roosevelt, “When the entire world had lost all hope, the 

Greek people dared to question the invincibility of the German monster raising against it 

the proud spirit of freedom”; 

 

 Therefore be it resolved that we celebrate the resolve and spirit of Greeks and 

Hellenism.  

 


