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House of Assembly
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HALIFAX, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2017
Sixty-third General Assembly
First Session
1:00 P.M.

SPEAKER
Hon. Kevin Murphy

DEPUTY SPEAKERS
Mr. Chuck Porter, Ms. Suzanne Lohnes-Croft
MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. We’ll begin the daily routine.
PRESENTING AND READING PETITIONS
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Inverness.
MR. ALLAN MACMASTER: Mr. Speaker, | beg leave to table two petitions.
The first petition calls upon the Nova Scotia Legislature to create a single province-

wide noise monitoring and enforcement protocol for regulating the acoustical emissions

from wind-power plants operating within Nova Scotia and to have said protocol to be
enshrined in Nova Scotia regulation.

There are 139 signatures, containing my own as per the Rules of this House.

MR. SPEAKER: I’ll take that one under advisement and I’ll get back to you.
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The honourable member for Inverness.

MR. ALLAN MACMASTER: Mr. Speaker, | beg leave to table a petition: We, the
undersigned residents of the Province of Nova Scotia, are respectfully requesting that the
Nova Scotia Legislative Assembly, “Enshrine in act or regulation health and well-being
objectives to be achieved for those Nova Scotia residents living in proximity to wind power
plants.”

MR. SPEAKER: I will also take that one under advisement and get back to you.

The honourable member for Inverness on an introduction.

MR. ALLAN MACMASTER: Mr. Speaker, we do have some guests with us today
who were behind the petition. I’'m not sure if they’re sitting in the same spot. [ do recognize
one, Kristen Overmyer, but there are also some other guests who have brought this issue
to the Legislature. | would ask them to rise to receive the welcome of the House. (Applause)

PRESENTING REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Justice.

HON. MARK FUREY: Mr. Speaker, as Chairman of the Committee on Law
Amendments, | am directed to report that the committee has met and considered the
following bills:

Bill No. 15 - Environment Act.

Bill No. 16 - Adult Capacity and Decision-making Act.

Bill No. 17 - Solemnization of Marriage Act.

Bill No. 19 - Consumer Protection Act.

Bill No. 29 - Marine Renewable-energy Act.

and the committee recommends these bills to the favourable consideration of the House,
each without amendment.

MR. SPEAKER: Ordered that these bills be referred to the Committee of the Whole
House on Bills.

The honourable Minister of Justice.
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HON. MARK FUREY: Mr. Speaker, as Chairman of the Committee on Law
Amendments, | am directed to report that the committee has met and considered the
following bills:

Bill No. 7 - Workers’ Compensation Act.

Bill No. 33 - Gas Distribution Act.

and the committee recommends these bills to the favourable consideration of the House.

MR. SPEAKER: Ordered that these bills be referred to the Committee of the Whole
House on Bills.

TABLING REPORTS, REGULATIONS AND OTHER PAPERS
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Health and Wellness.

HON. RANDY DELOREY: Mr. Speaker, I’d like to table the Involuntary
Psychiatric Treatment Act (IPTA) Annual Report for 2016-17.

MR. SPEAKER: The report is tabled.

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS

GOVERNMENT NOTICES OF MOTION

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Business.
RESOLUTION NO. 363

HON. GEOFF MACLELLAN: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future
day I shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas the week of October 15" to October 21% is Small Business Week in
Canada, a celebration of Canadian entrepreneurs and their contribution to Canada’s
economy; and

Whereas small businesses in Nova Scotia continue to grow our economy every day,
employing workers, investing in their communities, and serving as important social and
financial cornerstones of our province and all provinces; and

Whereas the Province of Nova Scotia is supporting small businesses by celebrating
their successes, reducing red tape, and helping them hire and innovate and save money;
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Therefore be it resolved that all members of the Legislature recognize and
congratulate small businesses here in the province, small-business employees, and the
families and communities that they serve.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

[1:15 p.m/]
The honourable Minister of Community Services.

RESOLUTION NO. 364

HON. KELLY REGAN: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas today, October 17, is the International Day for the Eradication of
Poverty; and

Whereas government recognizes the importance of helping youth at risk reach their
educational goals and live independently, breaking the cycle of intergenerational poverty;
and

Whereas government is working with communities and people struggling to make
ends meet, to combat poverty in effective, innovative ways;

Therefore be it resolved that the members of this House of Assembly recognize we
all need to work together with communities and all levels of government to help vulnerable
Nova Scotians break the cycle of poverty.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?
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It is agreed.
Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.
The honourable Minister of Immigration.
RESOLUTION NO. 365

HON. LENA DIAB: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Gerry Mills, the executive director of the Immigrant Services Association
of Nova Scotia, commonly referred to as ISANS, has just announced her retirement, which
will occur in March 2018, after an illustrious career and almost 30 years of dedicated
service to helping our newest residents settle in Nova Scotia; and

Whereas Gerry has welcomed thousands of new Nova Scotians to our province and
has helped them build a life here, while also inspiring all Nova Scotians to welcome and
help settle new Nova Scotians; and

Whereas the Immigrant Services Association of Nova Scotia plays a vital role in
helping newcomers build a future in Nova Scotia, and by doing so helps to strengthen our
economy and revitalize our communities;

Therefore be it resolved that members of the House of Assembly join me in
extending our sincere thanks and appreciation to Gerry Mills for a career of loyal and
meritorious service to Nova Scotia, with best wishes for the next chapter of her life,
including time with her four beautiful children.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Community Services.
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HON. KELLY REGAN: Mr. Speaker, | beg leave to make an introduction.
MR. SPEAKER: Permission granted.

MS. REGAN: It’s a tremendous honour here today, during Foster Family
Appreciation Week, to introduce to the House some of the province’s foster parents, and I
would ask them to stand as | call their names.

I would direct the members’ attention to the Speaker’s Gallery where we are joined
today by lona Smith; Bev and Rick Stewart, who are accompanied by Dominique today;
and Helen and Wayne Mosher. We also have a few people here today who have been foster
parents for more than 35 years. They are Viola Cain, who has been a foster parent for 35
years, and Ann Jennex-Roberts, who has been a foster parent for 37 years.

| would ask that all members of the House give our guests a warm welcome.
(Standing Ovation)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Community Services.
RESOLUTION NO. 366

HON. KELLY REGAN: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Foster Family Appreciation Week is a time to acknowledge the amazing
work of foster parents, who open their hearts and homes to children in need of care; and

Whereas numerous foster parents have been providing loving homes for children
and youth for more than 20 years, with some foster parents taking on the role for closer to
40 years; and

Whereas every day, foster parents show their dedication and commitment to the
children and youth in their care, often going above and beyond to ensure children have a
safe, and lifelong family relationship;

Therefore, be it resolved the members of this House of Assembly recognize and
thank all Nova Scotian foster families who give their love and support to children in care.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.
MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?
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It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Justice.

HON. MARK FUREY: Mr. Speaker, | beg leave to make an introduction before
resolution?

MR. SPEAKER: Permission granted.

HON. MARK FUREY: | draw your attention to the east gallery, where we are
joined today by staff from Sheriff Services, and I’d ask them to stand as I call their names.
I’d like to introduce our Director of Sheriff Services, Fred Hildebrand; Transport
Coordinator Dave Elliott; and two heroic deputy sheriffs who are here to be recognized
today, Samantha Martin and Bruce Knocton.

We all know the demanding and often dangerous job that our sheriffs do every day,
to help keep Nova Scotians safe. Last week, Deputy Sheriffs Knocton and Martin went
above and beyond their duties. They were one of the first on the scene of a head-on collision
on Highway No. 102. They acted tactfully and swiftly to assist those that were injured and
involved in the collision, as well as coordinating bystanders. They did this and fulfilled this
role until the arrival of EHS and, at the same time, ensuring that the persons in custody
remained safe.

| ask that all members of the House join me in welcoming our sheriffs today.
(Standing Ovation)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Justice.
RESOLUTION NO. 367

HON. MARK FUREY: | hereby give notice that on a future day, I shall move the
adoption of the following resolution.

Whereas two heroic deputy sheriffs, Samantha Martin and Bruce Knocton,
displayed incredible acts of bravery on the night of October the 12"; and

Whereas Deputy Sheriff Martin and Deputy Sheriff Knocton came across a head-
on collision on Highway 102 while transporting six persons in custody, both jumped into
action, directing bystanders, caring for the injured, and assisting all passengers involved in
the collision while awaiting the arrival of EHS and Fire; and
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Whereas they put themselves in harm’s way and with their courageous actions
prevented further injury or loss of life, all the while ensuring that the persons in custody
were all safe and secure;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House join me in thanking Deputy
Sheriffs Martin and Knocton for their bravery and exemplary service in response to the
situation.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

Bill No. 49 - Entitled an Act to Amend Chapter 240 of the Revised Statutes of
1989. The Judicature Act, to Protect Education Funds. (Mr. Tim Houston)

Bill No. 50 - Entitled an Act Respecting Social Inclusion. (Mr. Gary Burrill)

Bill No. 51 - Entitled An Act to Limit Increases in Rent for Residential
Premises. (Ms. Susan Leblanc)

MR. SPEAKER: Ordered that these bills be read a second time on a future day.
NOTICES OF MOTION
STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cumberland South.

BAIN, KEITH (VICTORIA-THE LAKES): RECOVERY - GRATEFUL
HON. JAMIE BAILLIE: Mr. Speaker, 1 rise today with the deepest gratitude to

inform the House that our dear friend and colleague, the MLA for Victoria-The Lakes, has
been released from hospital and is home recovering. (Applause)
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One week ago he suffered a medical emergency and we are all thankful to report
that he is doing well. | want to say to my caucus colleagues, thank you for your heroic
efforts and professionalism on that day during his traumatic experience. To the MLA’s
family, his constituency assistant Dianne, our caucus office staff and to the paramedics,
doctors, nurses and all the hospital staff in both Sydney and Halifax, thank you for all of
your efforts to help him along to what we hope now will be a full recovery.

Mr. Speaker, to the many people who have called our office and his, sent inspiring
messages either by email or on social media, |1 want to say thank you to them as well. They
lifted his spirits and ours during this very difficult time.

I think all members would agree that the MLA for Victoria-The Lakes is truly one
of the hardest-working, kindest-hearted persons that you meet in public life. | know we are
all looking forward to having him back in this House once he has fully recovered.
(Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Truro-Bible Hill-Millbrook-Salmon
River.

ELLIOTT, CATHY: DEATH OF - TRIBUTE

MS. LENORE ZANN: Mr. Speaker, | am saddened that another creative friend is
gone, Mi'kmaq playwright and director, Cathy Elliott, originally from Sipekne’katik. She
left us suddenly, like a shooting star that we watch blaze across the sky and our hearts race
with wonder and excitement until it’s gone.

But you, dear nitap, have lit the fire in a million eyes and hearts and minds. Your
stories will go on and your journey will continue. Our lives are woven together, touching,
separating, returning, entangled, all strands of the great sparkling web of the universe that
grandmother Spider Woman Frigga and the Three Fates continue to weave because we are
one, we are one, we are one. Say hello to Anna Mae for me. Hope to do her play and your
play soon and see you both in the night sky. Wala’lin nitap. Journey well.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings West.
GREENWOOD ANIMAL HOSP.: AAHA ACCREDITATION - CONGRATS.

HON. LEO GLAVINE: Since 1990 the Greenwood Animal Hospital has provided
compassionate care through professional veterinary services in the Kingston-Greenwood
area. Recently the Greenwood Animal Hospital underwent a rigorous evaluation process
by the American Animal Hospital Association, successfully resulting with full
accreditation.
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The accreditation process is based on evaluations of approximately 990 quality
standards that go above and beyond basic regulations, and accreditation is reserved only
for practices which demonstrate the highest levels of veterinary excellence.

On behalf of the Province of Nova Scotia, | would like to congratulate Dr. Teresa
Speelman and the team at Greenwood Animal Hospital for receiving the AAHA
accreditation in recognition of the highest levels of veterinary excellence and, furthermore,
I’d like to wish Greenwood Animal Hospital all the best for continued success.

MADAM SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth East.
HARMON, PAULA: GARDENS OF GRACE - RECOGNIZE

MR. TIM HALMAN: | rise today to celebrate the tenacity and courage of
Dartmouth East resident Paula Harmon and her organization, Gardens of Grace. After the
unexpected passing of her daughter Grace, Paula Harmon realized the lack of supports
available to families who experience miscarriages, stillbirths and infant loss. Paula decided
to help other families by creating Gardens of Grace. Paula Harmon is a warm,
compassionate, generous person who is working to ensure that all families feel supported
in a time of unbelievable loss. | admire all that Paula has accomplished in honour of Grace
and cannot wait to see everything she does next. | ask the House to recognize Paula Harmon
and, of course, to honour Grace.

MADAM SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth North.
DUNSWORTH, JOHN: DEATH OF - CONDOLENCES

MS. SUSAN LEBLANC: It is in shock and sadness that | rise today to pay tribute
to the great John Dunsworth, who died unexpectedly yesterday. John was a truly great
actor. From his portrayal of Candy in Of Mice and Men at Neptune Theatre to the iconic
Mr. Lahey on Trailer Park Boys and all his roles in between, his honesty, intelligence, and
humour shone through every time. He was an amazing teacher. | have watched him in front
of young actors extolling the beauties of Shakespeare and then performing a quick
monologue or sonnet with arresting clarity for them. As a candidate for the NDP in 1988,
his election slogan was: | think, therefore I am NDP.

It’s impossible to summarize what his loss means to Nova Scotia and to Canada.
Tributes are pouring in from all over, and | wish | could share them all here. Writer,
director, and actor Josh MacDonald wrote today: You could make a pretty easy case that
John was the heart and soul of our Nova Scotia industry. He beat so vigorously for so long
at the centre of us. He kept us all going.

I would like to extend my sincere condolences to his wife, Elizabeth; children
Sarah, Zoe, Molly and Jeff; and all those who feel his loss so strongly.
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MADAM SPEAKER: The honourable member for Antigonish.
SM. BUS. WK. - EMERGING BUS. AWARD: NOMINEES - CONGRATS.

HON. RANDY DELOREY: During Small Business Week, the Antigonish
Chamber of Commerce hosts its annual Antigonish Business Gala and Awards Night. The
chamber asks for nominations from the community for its five awards. The chamber’s
Emerging Business Award recognizes new profitable businesses showing excellence in
new or innovative products or services, quality of merchandise, customer service, job
creation, growth potential, and community involvement.

This year, nominees for the Emerging Business Award are: Antigonish Green
Clean, Family First Medical Antigonish, Highland Bike Shop, and MacDonald & Murphy
Inc. T would like to take this opportunity to congratulate all nominees for this year’s
Emerging Business Award. Starting a new business has many opportunities and challenges.
They deserve this special recognition for their hard work and success.

MADAM SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sackville-Beaver Bank.

GREGOR-MACKINNON, SYLVIA - DEATH OF:
CIOE RADIO - CONDOLENCES

MR. BRAD JOHNS: | rise today to express with deep regret that on Sunday,
October 15", Sackville’s CIOE community radio lost their beloved receptionist. Sylvia
Gregor-MacKinnon passed away after a brief illness. Sylvia was a very special person, and
her death will impact the station and all who knew her. Her unselfish attitude when it came
to performing her duties at the station, often went well above and beyond the call of duty.
Sylvia loved CIOE radio. She was a team player who attended every function, every
concert, and every fundraising event. It was for a good reason that she was named last
year’s CIOE volunteer of the year.

Sylvia was a woman of great faith, and it is our fondest wish that she has found
peace, rest, and comfort in the arms of her God. My sincere condolences to her son, my
friend Bruce, the rest of their family, and everyone who knew her.

MADAM SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sydney River-Mira-
Louisbourg on an introduction.

HON. ALFIE MACLEOQOD: I would like to draw the attention of the members of
the House to the west gallery, where we have a very distinguished visitor today: a former
Speaker of this House, a friend to all of us who are here, and a great champion of Cape
Breton, the Honourable Gordie Gosse. (Standing Ovation)

MADAM SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth South.
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[1:30 p.m.]
REIGH ALLEN CENTRE: COMMUNITY WORK - RECOGNIZE

MS. CLAUDIA CHENDER: I rise today to recognize the evolution of the youth-
centred work at the Reigh Allen Centre, part of HomeBridge Youth Society. HomeBridge
provides housing and programming for youth between the ages of 12 and 18. The Reigh
Allen Centre is an emergency crisis, receiving centre for youth at risk, located on Pleasant
Street in Dartmouth and serving youth from across the province.

Yesterday the Reigh Allen Centre held a renaming ceremony under the direction of
Elder Tony Thomas. The “Male Unit” and “Female Unit” were renamed “Birch” and
“Cedar.” The names were chosen for traditional Mi’kmaq healing properties of each tree
and to reflect the non-binary identities of many of the youth.

“Healing begins when we listen to our children and their unique attempts to teach
about unconditional love and acceptance,” said Ernie Hilton, the executive director, in his
opening remarks.

Please join me in recognizing the work of the Reigh Allen Centre and thank them
for listening to the youth they serve first.

MADAM SPEAKER: The honourable member for Preston-Dartmouth.
DIGGS, BOBBY: CONTRIBUTIONS - POSTHUMOUSLY RECOGNIZE

HON. KEITH COLWELL: Madam Speaker, |1 would like to recognize the late
Bobby Diggs of East Preston, who passed away on October 6, 2017, at the age of 92.

Bobby was a quiet, sincere, and generous man, and was the last surviving member
of his immediate family. He and his wife, Margaret, raised a family of nine and were
blessed with many grandchildren.

Bobby was a man who started working at the age of 16. He worked on the Angus
L. Macdonald Bridge many years ago. He was a devout member of the Lions Club and the
volunteer fire department in his community.

Madam Speaker, Bobby was a good friend and a man | respected, and he will be
missed. |1 would ask you and the members of this House of Assembly to join me in
posthumously recognizing Robert Diggs for his generous spirit and contributions to
mankind.

MADAM SPEAKER: The member for Pictou East on an introduction.
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MR. TIM HOUSTON: Sitting in the gallery this afternoon, we have Hannah
Dawson-Murphy, an aspiring politician and all-around great person. When she leaves here,
she’s going to go home to her mother Shelly’s birthday party, so she’s a good daughter as
well. Please rise and receive the warm welcome of the House. (Applause)

MADAM SPEAKER: The honourable member for Queens-Shelburne.
SHELBURNE CO. ARENA ASSOC.: VOLUNTEERS - CONGRATS.

MS. KIM MASLAND: Madam Speaker, on Sunday there was a much-deserved
celebration at the Shelburne County Arena. For the past 10 years, the arena has been
undergoing significant capital upgrades that total almost $1.5 million. Improvements
include new boards and glass, a new sound system, dressing room, lighting improvements,
and more.

The Shelburne County Arena Association is a volunteer group that is to be
commended on their perseverance and dedication over the decade-long journey.

I am honoured to stand here today and offer my sincere congratulations to the
leaders, volunteers, and contributors who worked so hard to make sure that the arena will
be available for the recreational needs of community members for many years to come.

MADAM SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Needham.
WORTH, KENDALL: INFORMATION - THANK

MS. LISA ROBERTS: On the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty, |
want to acknowledge the efforts of a Halifax Needham constituent who strives to inform
MLAs and the general public of the challenges facing those living in poverty.

Kendall Worth is an ESIA recipient who lives with disabilities. He is also a skilled
writer who, in my brief time on the Community Services Committee of this House,
regularly shared his thoughts on the transformation of the ESIA system by asking the clerk
to circulate his letters and emails to all members.

He also publishes first-voice accounts in the Nova Scotia Advocate of living in
poverty and is active with the Benefits Reform Action Group.

As Kendall himself has pointed out, welfare stigma is a real issue, and most Nova
Scotians who do not rely on income assistance know very little about the system.

| ask all members to join me in thanking Kendall Worth for informing us and the
general public so that we can move toward a more compassionate society.
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MADAM SPEAKER: The honourable member for Hants East.
MILFORD REC. ASSOC.: ANNIV. (50t) - CONGRATS.

HON. MARGARET MILLER: Madam Speaker, the members of the Milford
Recreation Association have been extremely busy this year.

With funding from the Rick Hansen Foundation Barrier Buster projects, the
Province of Nova Scotia, the Heart and Stroke Foundation, and the Municipality of East
Hants, they were able to do many upgrades to the Milford Recreation Centre and grounds.

They installed a new wheelchair-accessible ramp and platform at the main entryway
to the hall, and constructed a parking area with ramp access, evenly paved the parking lot’s
surface, and marked out accessible parking spaces.

Signs that include trail names, distance, and difficulty of trails were installed, as
well as walkways and retaining walls. A new 1,400-square foot stone patio was built to
accommodate outdoor weddings and gatherings, and with the installation of three new
tennis courts, new fencing, and tennis equipment, the Milford Recreation Association once
again is offering tennis lessons.

I would like to congratulate the Milford Recreation Association on celebrating their
50" Anniversary and thank them for making their building and grounds accessible for
everyone.

MADAM SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou West.
DECOSTE ENTERTAINMENT CTR.: ANNIV. (35") - CONGRATS.

MS. KARLA MACFARLANE: Madam Speaker, | am pleased to congratulate
Darlene MacDonald and the amazing team at the deCoste Entertainment Centre, which is
marking its 35" Anniversary. The doors at the deCoste opened in November of 1982,
showcasing the famous Rita MacNeil. Over the years it has hosted famous artists such as
George Canyon, Natalie MacMaster, the Mamas and Papas and Barra MacNeils, just to
name a few.

Its success is owed to the dedicated, passionate, professional and forward-thinking
staff who are always upbeat and encouraging. Pictou County is proud of the deCoste’s
accomplishment and also its contributions to the performing arts. I am so very proud to be
able to wish them a Happy Anniversary, knowing that they will have many more years of
success and achievement.

MADAM SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth North.
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INTL. DAY FOR ERADICATION OF POVERTY (OCT. 17t):
COMMUNITY GROUPS - THANK

MS. SUSAN LEBLANC: Madam Speaker, October 17" is the International Day
for the Eradication of Poverty. Nova Scotia has the highest rate of children living in low-
income families of any province, and as of this month we have the lowest minimum wage
in Canada.

We know that since 2013, 20 per cent more Nova Scotians are using food banks to
feed their families, and in HRM 25 per cent of households spend 30 per cent of their income
on rent. Policy changes like rent control and increasing the minimum wage to $15 an hour
would be a start to addressing these issues. Working towards solving problems like these
would go a long way to eradicating poverty in our province.

| want to acknowledge those working in our communities at food banks, community
centres and other not-for-profit organizations that support Nova Scotians who need help.
In Dartmouth North, I’d like to especially mention the Farrell Benevolent Society, the Take
Action Society, the Dartmouth North Community Food Centre and Dartmouth Housing
Help. The work these groups do to reduce the effects of poverty and improve the lives of
those struggling in our community, is essential.

MADAM SPEAKER: The honourable member for Clare-Digby.
SM. BUS.: COMMUNITY CONTRIBUTIONS - THANK

MR. GORDON WILSON: Madam Speaker, | rise today to recognize and celebrate
the many small businesses that are the backbone of Nova Scotia’s economy. This
government is working hard to ensure that small businesses are not restricted by red tape.
The government has set a bold target to reduce red tape and to save Nova Scotia businesses
$25 million annually.

Madam Speaker, this government’s initiative to reduce red tape has benefited many
small businesses, including many wineries, farmers and apprentices. This work has saved
businesses more than $5 million each year and we plan to continue on this path.

Madam Speaker, I am proud of the work our government is doing and I’'m even
prouder of the small businesses that continue to grow our economy. | ask the members of
this House of Assembly, and all the members of this House of Assembly, to join me in
thanking our small businesses for all they do to contribute to the economy in our
communities.

MADAM SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cumberland North.
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AMHERST FIRE DEPARTMENT: SERVICE/HARD WORK - THANK

MS. ELIZABETH SMITH-MCCROSSIN: Today | would like to acknowledge and
honour the Amherst Fire Department, Fire Chief Greg Jones and Deputy Fire Chief Brian
Farrow, and the more than 50 volunteer firefighters who ensure that our local communities
are well served and are safe.

These men and women volunteer and are on call 24 hours a day, 365 days a year,
putting their lives on the line for their friends and families and neighbours. In addition, our
career firefighters work shifts that consist of 24 hours on and 72 hours off. The department
is dedicated and committed to a service of excellence to the people of Cumberland County,
catering to many needs within the community.

| am proud to thank the Amherst Fire Department for their continued service, hard
work and loyalty.

MADAM SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth South.
INTL. DAY FOR ERADICATION OF POVERTY - ATTENTION

MS. CLAUDIA CHENDER: Madam Speaker, | also rise today to acknowledge the
International Day for the Eradication of Poverty. In my own constituency of Dartmouth
South, we are often regarded as well-off. We have lovely residential neighbourhoods, a
thriving downtown and several new condos and rental buildings. But in Dartmouth South
and across the province you don’t have to look very far to see evidence of poverty. We
have several buildings managed by Housing Nova Scotia that are home to low-income
seniors, many of whom I see in my office each week for issues related to not being able to
afford medication or food or both, or other of the myriad issues that poverty engenders.

In our downtown on any given day you’ll see the same folks in the same spots, who
spend their time trying to find enough change to buy a meal. With no shelters in Dartmouth,
they often look for transit tickets to take them to Halifax for a warm bed. In our toniest
neighbourhoods, you’ll find youth care facilities where children who live in poverty by
circumstance of birth do their best to attend school, have a childhood, and fight the stigma
that follows them.

On this day, | would encourage all members of this House to cast an eye to their
own constituencies and take stock of the places where poverty has the deepest impact. I'd
suggest that these are the places to which we should first give our attention when this House
adjourns.

MADAM SPEAKER: The honourable member for Guysborough-Eastern Shore-
Tracadie.
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MACDONALD, MARIA/MACDONALD, ALEXANDRA:
LT. GOV. EDUC. MEDAL - CONGRATS.

HON. LLOYD HINES: Madam Speaker, | rise today to congratulate two well-
rounded students who work hard in service to their school and community on being
awarded the Lieutenant Governor’s Education Medals for Guysborough Academy.

Grade 11 students Maria MacDonald and Alexandra MacDonald were the 2017
recipients recognized for their demonstrated qualities of leadership and service in the
school community and commendable performance in the courses in which they are
enrolled. These two young women dedicate countless hours as volunteers in their
community and are members of various committees, all while maintaining high academic
standing.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the House to join me in congratulating Maria and Alexandra on
this significant achievement, and commend them for being such wonderful role models in
their community.

MADAM SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou Centre.

SHANG, ALICE/HUGHES, CEDRIC:
SUNNY’S DINER OPENING - RECOGNIZE

HON. PAT DUNN: Madam Speaker, I rise today to recognize two individuals who
decided to take on a new challenge. Alice Shang and Cedric “Sonny” Hughes decided to
create their own employment. They have completed renovations at the former restaurant
Dine & Dash, and will open their doors to customers this month.

Sonny’s Diner will offer traditional Canadian food along with a choice of
traditional Asian food. The Main Street diner will be catering to families and other
consumers. Here’s to wishing them the best of luck in their new endeavour.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Needham.
DAVIS, REENA: COMMUNITY SERVICE - RECOGNIZE

MS. LISA ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, | wish to recognize someone who has made
many unique contributions to Halifax Needham. During the two years | worked at Veith
House, | would occasionally do what | call emergency yoga - yoga when I’m already a
mess of stress and knots. That is how | first encountered Reena Davis who teaches yoga
for a suggested donation of $2.50 - to Veith House, not her.

| later learned that Reena is also the office manager of Dalhousie Legal Aid, a very
important institution which both represents people living in poverty and also seeks to make
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policy change. Much of that work is contingent on fundraising and, here, Reena is central
as she organizes two annual fundraisers, the Social Justice Soirée and the golf tournament.

Recently | have been following Reena’s blog where she writes about her experience
as a recovered alcoholic, her struggles with depression, and her long journey with kidney
disease. Despite having kidney function of less than 10 per cent, she is both back on the
mat teaching yoga and at work at Dal Legal Aid. | am grateful for her inspiring example
and for her service to our community.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Armdale.
HFX. SEED CO.: SMALL BUS. WEEK (2017) - RECOGNIZE

HON. LENA DIAB: Mr. Speaker, in recognition of Small Business Week, | am
pleased to celebrate Halifax Seed Company Inc., a fourth-generation family business with
151 years of history in our province.

Owned and operated by the Tregunno family who have roots in Halifax Armdale,
Halifax Seed Company Inc. has grown into the regional leader of horticulture products
supplies and expertise. They employ 50 to 75 Nova Scotians each year, including families
with multiple generations of employees with the company. They donate generously to
Hope Blooms and the Common Roots Urban Farm and have been nationally recognized,
having won the 2012 Family Enterprise of the Year Award from the Canadian Association
of Family Enterprise.

Family businesses are a vital part of the world economy and, indeed, our provincial
economy. | want to congratulate Nancy, Emily, Alison, and the entire Tregunno family on
their company’s success and encourage everyone to stalk up on bulbs for the October
planting season.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Northside-Westmount.
MACLEOD, CASSIE: IODE FEATURED ARTIST - CONGRATS.

MR. EDDIE ORRELL: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to congratulate Cassie MacLeod
of North Sydney. Cassie has been chosen by the IODE Rt. Honourable Vincent Massey
Chapter to be the featured artist at the organization’s annual Autumn Treasures Art Show.
The show took place during the annual Celtic Colours International Festival.

As the featured artist, Cassie MacLeod was asked to complete 10 paintings,
including one that would be used as a door prize. Cassie has been painting for more than
35 years and has been a teacher, mentor, and organizer for other area artists.
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I would like to take this opportunity to thank Cassie for her passion for art and her
willingness to help the IODE and their community in her work.

[1:45 p.m.]

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Truro-Bible Hill-Millbrook-Salmon
River.

JONES, EL - BLACK POETRY DAY: SPOKEN WORD - COMMITMENT

MS. LENORE ZANN: Today, is Black Poetry Day. El Jones is so committed to
spoken word that some of her poems were never written down, until she published her first
poetry book, poems like Black Power. | can still see El, standing in front of a banner that
reads, Black Lives Matter. Her left hand is raised in a fist, her right holds a mike into which
she chants:

Malcolm, Huey, Angela, Assata

Dead, prison, exile, murdered

Revolution, protest, programs, marches

Can you live up to what they started?

What do you feel in every beat of your heart?
Black power.

Now say it with me

Black Power

Now say it louder

Black power . ..

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. I’d like to remind the honourable member that
recitations of poetry are not permitted during member statements.

The honourable member for Truro-Bible Hill-Millbrook-Salmon River has the
floor.

MS. ZANN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Hour by hour, Black power - the struggle is
continuing, so let’s educate ourselves.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Timberlea-Prospect.
DROBOT, IRINA/EVGENY: BUS. SUCCESS - CONGRATS.
HON. IAIN RANKIN: I rise today during Small Business Week to recognize Irina
and Evgeny Drobot of Halifax, owners of Drobot Automotive Centres. Irina and Evgeny

immigrated to Canada nine years ago. They have worked hard and now own two Drobot
Automotive Centres, one on Kempt Road in Halifax and the second in Beechville. Well-
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known for their dependable service and friendly staff, Drobot Automotive Centres offer a
wide range of services for all makes and models of cars.

| would like the members of this Nova Scotia House of Assembly to join me in
congratulating the Drobot family on their business success to date, and wish them well in
the future.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth East.
MR. TIM HALMAN: | beg leave to make an introduction.
MR. SPEAKER: Permission granted.

MR. HALMAN: In the west gallery, we have a resident of Dartmouth East, Mr.
Mike Sears. Mike has been a Halifax firefighter for many, many years. He has given back
to his community over the years through coaching football, and he’s also a member of the
Union Fire Club Pipes and Drums band.

Mike is an amazing individual, like many first responders, a person who has always
been there to serve the community. | ask the House to please welcome Mr. Mike Sears.
(Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings North.
BROWNING, GERALDINE: ORDER OF N.S. - CONGRATS.

MR. JOHN LOHR: Geraldine Browning used her early struggles against systemic
racism to fuel her work as an advocate and community builder. She is a founding member
of the Black Business Initiative, the Black Cultural Society, and the Valley African Nova
Scotia Development Association. Mrs. B, as she is widely known, advocates for the
protection of women and children from violence and abuse, promotes literacy and
education, and visits schools to share her experiences with young Nova Scotians. Because
of her outstanding contribution to the culture and people of Nova Scotia, she will be
invested into the Order of Nova Scotia.

| invite the House to congratulate Mrs. Browning on her extraordinary contributions
and in receiving the recognition she so rightfully deserves.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sydney-Whitney Pier.
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GOSSE, HON. GORDIE:
SYDNEY-WHITNEY PIER CONTRIBUTIONS - RECOGNIZE

HON. DEREK MOMBOURQUETTE: | am honoured to rise in my place, as the
member for Sydney-Whitney Pier, to recognize the former MLA, the member for Sydney-
Whitney Pier, the Honourable Gordie Gosse. For years, Gordie has defended his
community of Whitney Pier, has helped hundreds of residents who needed it the most, and
one of his greatest legacies that Gordie gave to our community was the Whitney Pier Boys
and Girls Club. Hundreds of kids, in the community of Whitney Pier and surrounding areas,
have gone through that club under the leadership and the guidance of Gordie Gosse.

| stand in my place today, as an elected representative of this House, as the member
for Sydney-Whitney Pier, to thank the former member for Sydney-Whitney Pier, for all he
did for the kids in his community, for all he did for Sydney and the surrounding areas, and
for what he did for all Nova Scotians. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cole Harbour-Eastern Passage.

SEXUAL ASSAULT/HARASSMENT - #METOO: N.S. WOMEN
- BRAVERY APPLAUD

MS. BARBARA ADAMS: Today I rise to acknowledge a powerful call-to-action
to women around the world. In the wake of a Hollywood scandal, a new viral social media
hashtag, known as #metoo, is giving voice to women who have survived sexual assault and
harassment.

Today | applaud the brave Nova Scotians who have joined this global chorus. This
powerful two-word phrase aims to break the silence and remove the shame that too often
accompanies sexual harassment and assault.

For every woman who is telling her own experiences out loud, there are likely just
as many choosing not to do so. Today | want to applaud the brave Nova Scotia women who
are standing up and saying “me too.”

| stand in hope that by shining a spotlight on the scourge of sexual harassment and
assault that we are taking a step towards eliminating it.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Fairview-Clayton Park.
HALIFAX PAPER HEARTS: SMALL BUS. WEEK (2017) - CELEBRATE
HON. PATRICIA ARAB: Mr. Speaker, during Small Business Week | rise today

to celebrate Halifax Paper Hearts, a local small business in the heart of Fairview. This
company started their journey during a trip to Calgary when owner Stefanie MacDonald
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created a card for two women who had recently been married, after realizing that greeting
card stores had none.

Receiving praise for her design, she decided to pursue her passion and has since
become a thriving local business in the heart of our community. Paper Hearts provides
people with cards for every occasion and person in their lives. After their recent success,
the business expanded to sell framed prints of many of their most popular designs.

Halifax Paper Hearts is committed to giving back to the community through
donating to a local charity each year. This past year, their company was able to contribute
significantly to Catapult Leadership Society, an organization which offers leadership
opportunities to teens in Nova Scotia. They have also created various programs to raise
money for those in need, including Thankful Hearts: Providing Thanksgiving Dinners to
Deserving Families.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that the members of this House of Assembly rise and join me in
congratulating Halifax Paper Hearts and wishing the business continued success.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Argyle-Barrington.
ALDRED, ADAM: ITU GRAND FINAL - CONGRATS.

HON. CHRISTOPHER D’ENTREMONT: Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to recognize
Adam Aldred of West Pubnico for crossing the finish line at the International Triathlon
Union Grand Final in Rotterdam on September 17™. Adam competed at the amateur level
in the men’s 35 to 39 age group at an Olympic distance of 1.5 kilometre swim, 40-kilometre
bike ride and 10 kilometre run.

Aldred was one of over 3,000 athletes from 78 different countries who took up the
challenge. This is the second time that Adam has competed at the world triathlon
championships and his ultimate goals are to compete in the legendary IRONMAN World
Championship in Hawaii, and the Boston Marathon.

I’d like to ask all members of the Legislature to please join me in congratulating
him on his accomplishments and wish Adam luck in his future endeavours.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Citadel-Sable Island.
MACLELLAN, IAN: DEATH OF - CONDOLENCES
HON. LABI KOUSOULIS: Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize a great Nova Scotia
businessman and icon, lan C. MacLellan, who just passed away recently. Mr. MacLellan

is survived by his wife Jane of 58 years, his three daughters Kathryn, Heather and Janet,
and much extended family.
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lan is remembered as the impeccably dressed, charming and witty Spring Garden
Road merchant who worked his way up from part-time staff to president and owner of
Mills Brothers Limited.

Mr. Speaker, 1 would like to offer condolences to the family and may lan MacLellan
rest in peace.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Waverley-Fall River-Beaver Bank.
RANDELL, JOSEPH: E&Y ATL. ENTREPRENEUR (2017) - CONGRATS.

MR. BILL HORNE: Id like to congratulate today a constituent of Wellington, Mr.
Joseph Randell, president and CEO of Chorus Aviation. He is Ernest Young’s 2017
Atlantic Entrepreneur of the Year, winning in the Business Services category then being
chosen overall. Joe will be one of the five who will compete in the national event to become
Canada’s Entrepreneur of the Year. The winner of the national award will move on to the
world competition in Monte Carlo in June.

Mr. Speaker, Joe was recognized for playing a vital role in shaping the landscape
of the Canadian airline industry. His strong management and entrepreneurial mindset
guided him to success. Beyond the workplace, Joe was a long-time supporter of Junior
Achievement in Nova Scotia, actively involved with Dalhousie’s Faculty of Engineering,
and currently a director of the MS Scientific Research Foundation.

Mr. Speaker, we are proud to have Joe represent Atlantic Canada at the national
level, and congratulate him on his current and future success.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Colchester-Musquodoboit Valley.

HOUGHTON, DAVE/HOPEWELL, CHRIS/HARVEY, CLINTON:
SOFTBALL CAN. HALL OF FAME - CONGRATS.

MR. LARRY HARRISON: Mr. Speaker, in November three Nova Scotia athletes
will be inducted into the Softball Canada Hall of Fame. Dave Houghton of Halifax will be
honoured for his over 40 years of service to softball as a Sports Builder inductee. Chris
Hopewell of Stewiacke, who has been coaching for 15 years - including five consecutive
top five finishes, one of which being a gold medal win - will be the recipient of the Home
Run Sports Coach of the Year. Clinton Harvey of Valley, Colchester County, with over 10
years of dedication to the sport, will be induced as the Home Run Sports Umpire of the
Year.

| ask that the members join me in congratulating our athletes on their forthcoming
induction into the 2017 Softball Canada Hall of Fame.
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MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Atlantic.

MCAVOY, HAYDEN - FUNDRAISER:
COM. SUPPORT - ACKNOWLEDGE

MR. BRENDAN MAGUIRE: On Saturday, October 14", hundreds of people
gathered at Bubba Ray’s to raise money for 11-year-old Hayden McAvoy. Hayden was
diagnosed with Stage 3 cancer and is looking at over a year’s worth of chemo. Hayden is
one strong 11 year old.

I’m proud to say the event raised $28,848.60 - truly our community coming together
for Hayden. Thank you to Melissa Hearn; Sarah Slade; Cyndi Garrison; Ariel Flemming;
Jessica Brazil; Melody Zunette; Devon Glen Witter; Kayla Wurstra; Laurenn Corkum;
Courtney Spicer; Nicky Blair; Karen Cleveland; Marjorie Grey; Kevin Cleveland; Heather
Jones; Brian Jones; Ryan Ackerman; Bubba Ray’s; Kool T’s; Nicky Grey; Paul Hunt; and
all the volunteers and community members who came together to support Hayden.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sydney River-Mira-Louisbourg.

DOYLE, ANNE/IAN - BOSTON MARATHON:
COMPLETION - ACKNOWLEDGE

HON. ALFIE MACLEOD: I rise today to congratulate mother and son Anne and
lan Doyle of Coxheath on their completion of the Boston Marathon. lan finished in 3:06:36,
while Anne crossed the line in 4:23:04. Anne began running seven years ago and started
with a local learn-to-run program. She said it was incredible to share the experience with
her son. Anne and her son re-qualified for next year’s Boston Marathon.

| stand today to acknowledge this accomplishment for both Anne and lan Doyle
and wish them the best of luck as they continue to train for next year.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Chester-St. Margaret’s.
SMALL BUSINESSES - CELEBRATE

MR. HUGH MACKAY: Today the government reaffirmed its commitment to
helping small businesses succeed by lowering taxes for more than 1,800 small- and
medium-sized Nova Scotia businesses. An increase in the small business tax threshold to
$500,000 will mean over $14 million in savings that can be reinvested and create jobs.

In addition to cutting taxes, I’'m pleased to say that this year’s launch of the Business
Navigator Service has helped many new businesses navigate existing rules. The Business
Navigator Service provides one-on-one customized service to small-business owners
through the regulatory environment, saving them time and money. Nearly 800 small-
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business owners have used this service since the government launched the program in
February.

| ask that members of this House of Assembly join me in celebrating our small
businesses, not only this week but every day of the year.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cape Breton-Richmond.
TAMARAC ED. CTR.: HALIFAX VISIT - SIGNIFICANCE

MS. ALANA PAON: Grade 7 and 8 social studies French immersion students from
Tamarac Education Centre in Port Hawkesbury are visiting Halifax today.

Their travels not only bring them here to Province House but also to Pier 21, where
they will learn about the significance of immigration to the Province of Nova Scotia. With
the generous support of the Ruth Goldbloom Educational Bursary Fund, these students
have been able to make this voyage to Halifax as an extension of their immigration studies.
We know that fellow Cape Bretoner Mrs. Goldbloom was instrumental in the development
of Pier 21, and I thank her.

| would also like to thank Lisa MacNamara, a former high school classmate of
mine, and her colleague Stephanie Sampson, for instilling the importance of the democratic
process, equality, and the importance of getting out to vote in their students. These students
are the leaders of tomorrow. What they do today has great significance to their collective
future.

| hope they take it all in and continue to put their learning into practice.
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Hammonds Plains-Lucasville.
CDN. SCOUT JAMBOREE (2017): ORGANIZERS/VOLS. - THANK

MR. BEN JESSOME: This summer | was honoured to attend the opening
ceremonies for the 2017 Canadian Scout Jamboree, the first time this event was held in
Nova Scotia.

The jamboree is held every four years and offers children a chance to connect with
fellow Scouts from around the world. The camp welcomed over 4,500 scouts, ages 11 to
15 - and 50 scouts from Taiwan was one of the largest contingents.

Camp Nedooae in Elderbank was the site for a full week of fun and friendship. The
Scouts had the opportunity to travel our province and experience some of our culture and
history. Plus, at Camp Nedooae, there were fun activities like rock climbing, mountain
biking, mud runs, and bubble soccer. The kids also learned traditional scouting skills like
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stamping leather and tying knots, making this a well-rounded camp. One of their greatest
activities was moving in after a heavy rainstorm.

I would ask all members of the House of Assembly to please join me in thanking
the organizers and volunteers for their countless hours, and wish all the scouts who attended
the best success in the future.

[2:00 p.m.]
ORDERS OF THE DAY
ORAL QUESTIONS PUT BY MEMBERS TO MINISTERS
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Leader of the Official Opposition.
PREM. - N.S. POWER: CARBON PRICES - PASS ON COST

HON. JAMIE BAILLIE: Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Premier. Confusion
seems to be growing every day about what the Premier’s cap and trade scheme actually
entails. Will it help the environment? We don’t know. Will any polluter have to pay?
Nobody knows. Will we all have to pay more? There is no answer. No one seems to know,
but it’s time to get some answers.

I’d like to start with the issue of electricity pricing, Mr. Speaker. Can the Premier
confirm that Nova Scotia Power is an emitter and subject to the new carbon pricing rules?

HON. STEPHEN MCNEIL (The Premier): Mr. Speaker, | want to thank the
honourable member for the question. Again, | want to thank all those Nova Scotians who,
for the last decade, continue to ensure that GHG reduction in this province leads the
country. Through some very tough regulations, we’ll continue to reduce and lead the
country.

| want to let the honourable member know that if he looks at the cap and trade
system in this province, the credits that are in this province belong to all Nova Scotians,
Mr. Speaker, and those Nova Scotians will be able to use those to smooth them across so
we make sure we protect the pocketbooks of all Nova Scotians.

MR. BAILLIE: Well I don’t know if you heard a “yes” or “no”’ there, Mr. Speaker,
but we certainly didn’t.

Nova Scotians deserve straight answers to these questions. They already pay the
highest power rates in the country. The Premier is congratulate them for doing that work
appropriately because it is because of those power rates that Nova Scotia is in the better
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position that it is in the environment today. Yet they deserve to know if they are going to
be asked to pay even more - in straight, plain language.

I’d like to ask the Premier if he can confirm that if Nova Scotia Power exceeds its
caps under the cap and trade system, will those credits have to be purchased by the power
company to stay in line with his new rules?

THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, again | want to thank the honourable member for
the question. | want to thank all those Nova Scotians who continue to work with our
government to continue to improve the economy across the province.

As the honourable member would know, the bureaucracy in the federal government
announced last week that we were the only one of two Canadian provinces that is on a path
to sustainability. That’s because of the hard work of so many Nova Scotians.

I want to continue to assure the honourable member that we’ll continue to make
sure that this province is affordable. As he would know, he ran not the last election but the
one before talking about all kinds of things around power - saying we couldn’t do what we
actually promised Nova Scotians. In actual fact, Mr. Speaker, we delivered and will deliver
on this program.

MR. BAILLIE: No, Mr. Speaker, they did not deliver. What the Premier told Nova
Scotians is that he would break the monopoly, that there would be competition for power,
that there would be multiple power companies for them to purchase their electricity from.
But every Nova Scotian today still has only one choice. He broke his promise to the people
of Nova Scotia on power. And do you know what? They are also very aware that that power
company, unlike other companies, passes all its costs on to its customers. It continues to
live under the cost of service delivery model, something the Premier promised to change
and did not.

Nova Scotians deserve to know a straight-up answer. Will Nova Scotia Power be
able to pass on its carbon prices to its ratepayers under his plan, yes or no?

THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, again | want to thank the honourable member for
the question. As he would know, renewable energy producers can sell in this province -
very much what we committed to in 2013. The honourable member would also know that
under his Party and under the NDP, that power rates were increasing around 30 per cent
through their term. Under this government, Mr. Speaker, power rates have gone down.

We’re going to continue to operate and work with Nova Scotians. At the same time,
we’re going to make sure that this province is affordable and at the same time we’re

protecting the environment.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Leader of the New Democratic Party.
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PREM.: POVERTY ERADICATION - MEASURES

MR. GARY BURRILL: My question today, Mr. Speaker, marks the International
Day for the Eradication of Poverty. Today Nova Scotia has the highest poverty rate in
Atlantic Canada. We have the worst child poverty in all of Canada. We have the fastest-
rising food bank use of any province in our country.

Mr. Speaker, does the Premier of Nova Scotia acknowledge that these are facts?

THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, again | want to thank the honourable member for
the question. He would know that in the most recent budget 60,000 Nova Scotians will no
longer pay income tax. He would also know that there was a change to the HARP program,
that we will see 5,000 more Nova Scotia families with access to support (Applause)

Mr. Speaker, he would also know that the Minister of Education and Early
Childhood Development in this government has introduced a pre-Primary program - only
one in four children had available to them. He would know there’s a direct socio-economic
reason for that. Our program will give 100 per cent coverage for all four-year-olds in this
province, to give them a better chance, Mr. Speaker, to continue to support those families.

MR. BURRILL: Members of this government have offered the view on various
occasions that the problem of poverty eradication is so enormously complex that solving it
is more difficult and intricate than anyone could hardly imagine. But there is vast research
and literature on this subject that says that what is required to end poverty is really very
simple: (1) affordable child care; (2) a $15 minimum wage; (3) social assistance rates high
enough that people can buy their groceries; and (4) rent control, so that everyone can afford
a roof. Is there one of these four measures that the Premier will commit to?

THE PREMIER: I’'m very proud that in our first term, we had the largest single
increase in income assistance in the history of this province. That followed four years when
he had an opportunity to make an impact for low-income Nova Scotians and didn’t.

| also want to remind the honourable member that housing rates for those waiting
for affordable housing in this province have dropped 20 per cent in our first term. We’re
committed to continuing to work with organizations on rent supplements. We’re going to
continue to make meaningful change for low-income Nova Scotians.

| would encourage the honourable member - actually, sorry, Mr. Speaker. He did
vote for the budget, so I don’t want to be too critical.

MR. BURRILL: The Premier should show greater respect for the people whose
difficulties and sufferings we’re speaking about, than to tie up the time of the House with
his reflections about a government that was elected almost 10 years ago. Since this
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government took office, which is the subject that is before us, we have 7,500 more people
in Nova Scotia being fed from food banks, and 2,500 of them are children.

Will the Premier acknowledge the downward spiral Nova Scotia has been in on
poverty these last four years? Does he take responsibility to do something about it in this
second term?

THE PREMIER: Again, | want to thank the honourable member for giving me an
opportunity to continue to remind him that the single largest increase in income assistance
happened under this government. | want to tell him that. 1 also want to tell him that while
people were languishing on wait-lists for affordable housing when they were in
government, we have reduced that by 20 per cent, and we’re going to reduce it even further.

We’re going to continue to work on the tax system, so that when we make
adjustments in the tax system, the working poor in this province are going to get the largest
single decrease in their taxes in the history of this province; 60,000 Nova Scotians will
actually be taken off the tax rolls, which means we’ll be leaving more money in the pockets
of those families.

| want to remind the honourable member that when he had a chance to be in
government to do something for Nova Scotians - those very children he spoke about, he
ignored for four years while he was in government. The pre-Primary program will give
those kids hope for the future.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Leader of the Official Opposition.
PREM.: CYBERBULLYING LAW - ENACT

HON. JAMIE BAILLIE: For almost two years now, Nova Scotia has been without
new cyberbullying legislation to protect the victims of this horrible crime, including our
own children. It’s now time for this House to put new legal protections in place for the
victims of cyberbullying.

The current plan that the government has brought forth may not be perfect, but quite
simply doing nothing is not an option. | would like to ask the Premier if he will commit to
passing new cyberbullying legislation during this session of the Legislature.

THE PREMIER: | want to thank the honourable member for the question. | want
to congratulate the minister for the introduction of this piece of legislation.

We’ll continue to work through the process, as with all pieces of legislation in this
House. We’ll make sure that we hear from all Nova Scotians and all stakeholders when it
comes to making sure this piece of legislation is in place. We’re very proud of the hard
work we did. Like we did on a number of other occasions, we’ll make sure that if there are
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people out there who want to come in to speak to this bill, then we’ll make sure that
happens.

MR. BAILLIE: We find ourselves in the odd position of asking the government to
pass its own bill. That’s how important this issue is.

The fact of the matter is, there is time in this session, in committee, to hear from
more Nova Scotians about cyberbullying. I would like to encourage the government to
make sure that that happens later this week.

There’s also time to tweak some of the things that have come forward, like the
powers of the CyberSCAN unit, and we are in favour of making those changes in this
session, Mr. Speaker. | want the Premier to reconsider his position to leave that plan
unpassed this session and tell the House that he will allow MLAs to vote to enact a new
cyberbullying law before this session concludes.

THE PREMIER: | want to thank the honourable member for the question. He
knows, as I’ve said to him many times, we’ll continue to allow the bill to move through
the process. We’ll ensure that we hear from all Nova Scotians and every MLA will get an
opportunity to vote on the piece of legislation at some point in the future.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth North.
COM. SERV.: AFFORDABLE HOUSING - GOV’T. RESPONSE

MS. SUSAN LEBLANC: Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Minister of
Community Services. Chantal Keiser is a single mother, who saw her rent increase by $40
a month this year. With each rent increase she, like many others, has to make choices about
buying food or maintaining housing for herself and her child.

Mr. Speaker, rents in Halifax have increased more than 10 per cent since last year
alone, and yet the government has made no increases to the shelter allowance for those
receiving income assistance. Will the minister admit that the current shelter rates are
completely inadequate and agree to an immediate increase?

HON. KELLY REGAN: | want to thank the honourable member for her question.
| would note that under this government, we have increased our investments in affordable
housing. In fact, we’ve increased the number of rent supplements this year alone. We’ve
seen the wait-list come down, and we’re committed to continuing that work.

MS. LEBLANC: It’s not just income assistance clients who are being priced out of
appropriate housing. Most adults living in poverty are employed. We have the lowest
minimum wage in the country, and 32 per cent of workers in Nova Scotia are earning $15
an hour or less. Yet Halifax is one of the top ten most expensive rental markets in Canada.
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What is the minister doing to ensure low and moderate income people have access to
quality, affordable rental housing?

MS. REGAN: | want to thank the honourable member for the question. As I
indicated earlier, we are increasing the number of rent supplements, Mr. Speaker, and we
have uncoupled the deferred federal contribution, so that we can make investments in
housing across this province, unlike what they did.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings North.
H&W - NSHA: DOCTORS LEAVING - SOLUTIONS

MR. JOHN LOHR: Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Minister of Health and
Wellness. A family in my constituency is currently facing a challenge many Nova Scotians
know all too well - about eight months ago, their family doctor retired. They were fortunate
to have found a new physician and paid to have their records transferred.

That doctor has recently announced that he is leaving the province. He is leaving
because he was not permitted privileges at the nearby ER and wanted to split his time
between the hospital and his practice. This doctor was Canadian-born, Canadian-trained,
and ended up moving back to his home province.

My question, Mr. Speaker, for the minister is, why is this government making it so
difficult for doctors who want to work in Nova Scotia?

HON. RANDY DELOREY: Mr. Speaker, | thank the member for the question. As
the member would know, the work that goes on in the province to attract and retain the
physicians and the other primary care providers from one end of the province to the next
IS ongoing. You have to recognize the work that needs to be done in certain communities
may vary, so the work that gets done when the NSHA is identifying where they need those
resources allocated and the focus there. That is done with an eye to ensuring that we provide
the best services we can to Nova Scotians for the primary care and emergency care.

MR. LOHR: | thank the minister for that answer, Mr. Speaker. The province did
not have to lose this doctor, but the Health Authority denied privileges for him to work in
one of our emergency rooms here in the province. The family has had to spend hundreds
of dollars twice in one year to get their medical records, and two of the individuals have
serious medical conditions that require regular blood work and exams. They have now lost
consistency in receiving their health care.

My question for the minister is, will the minister commit to finding a solution for
families like this one, so that they are not constantly shopping around for doctors when
they have serious illnesses that need immediate attention, and have to pay each time their
records are moved?
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MR. DELOREY: I thank the member for the question. It’s an opportunity to let the
member know that, indeed, that is something that is on our radar as well to address, Mr.
Speaker. One of the ways to address these concerns around records is through the use of
technology - it also supports the opportunity to have collaborative teams come together
providing the services. That would be work that’s ongoing to identify and implement one
patient, one record, that would be an electronic health record that’s available to the service
providers. That could help address this concern around the information and the personal
medical records.

[2:15 p.m.]
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou East.
BUS. - AIRBNB/UBER: REPORT COMPLETION - TIMELINE

MR. TIM HOUSTON: Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Minister of Business.
In February 2016, this government quietly engaged Fred Morley to lead a study analyzing
the place of sharing economy companies, like Airbnb and Uber, in the Nova Scotia
economy. The province said at the time that the report would take up to one year to
complete; that has come and gone.

I’m just wondering, can the minister give an update to this House as to when they
can expect to see Mr. Morley’s report?

HON. GEOFF MACLELLAN: I thank the member for the question. I don’t have
an updated timeline on that. I’'m assuming it’s coming relatively quickly, but I’ll certainly
check with our folks back at the Department of Business and get back to the House
tomorrow.

MR. HOUSTON: | thank the minister for that answer. He might be able to check
on a few other reports that are past due at the time too.

This is an important report. This is a report that’s going to look at the uneven
playing field, according to the then Minister of Business, going to look at the uneven
playing field between traditional businesses and those that operate more informally. The
report is going to look at the revenue that the province may be losing, i.e., some additional
taxes, Mr. Speaker.

This is a report that’s going to look at lots of things and Nova Scotians are anxious
to have a look at this report. 1 wonder if the minister can give this House a little sneak
preview today - will this report give us a glimpse into how this government looks at how
Uber and Airbnb operate in this province?
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MR. MACLELLAN: I thank the member for the question. It certainly is a
challenging one in some regards and an opportunity in another. On one hand, speaking to
Michele Saran and the folks at Tourism Nova Scotia, there’s a tremendous amount of new
business, new potential with respect to Airbnb and Uber and how it fits into our tourism
complement in the province.

On the other hand, we’re certainly concerned about some of the issues that TIANS,
the members of the Tourism Industry Association of Nova Scotia, are raising because
obviously it could jeopardize their business model and impact on their revenues. Of course,
they are taxpaying citizens and they provide local work and employment to Nova Scotians
and drum up the tourism sector which, as everyone knows, we’re going to double by 2024.
It is a two-way street and we’ll get back to the member.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sydney River-Mira-Louisbourg.
TIR - MIRA GUT BRIDGE: DEPT. PLANS - UPDATE

HON. ALFIE MACLEOD: Mr. Speaker, my question through you is to the Minister
of TIR. Recently we’ve had a failure in some infrastructure in our community. It’s known
as the Mira Gut Bridge, and it is between the communities of Main-a-Dieu and Port Morien,
and is a major transportation link. The bridge itself is about 124 years old and it has finally
failed.

My question to the minister is, could he provide the House and the members of the
community an update as to what his department’s plans are for that piece of infrastructure?

HON. LLOYD HINES: I thank the member opposite for the question. Yes, indeed,
it’s a three-span former railway bridge and we’re close on the age - our numbers are saying
that parts of it could be as old as 140 years old.

First of all, Mr. Speaker, | want to say how grateful | am to our department staff
who, on August 10", made the decision to close that bridge because of safety reasons - a
difficult decision because you know how important it is to the people of the community.
But as we saw on the weekend, with additional failure, that was the right decision to be
made in the interests of safety. An in-depth engineering study is currently under way.

MR. MACLEOD: | want to thank the minister for that reply. | guess what I
understand is that this is a project that could take a fair amount of time to find a solution to
and again, | appreciate that, but the community is concerned about the amount of time it
might take for emergency vehicles to make responses.

Of course, the detour that has been caused by this is almost 20 kilometres long. |
was wondering if the minister, in the consultation process, would look at upgrades to the
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roads that make up the detour area because again, it’s a 20-kilometre detour and it’s quite
a large detour, and they don’t even have to go on the New Boston Road.

MR. HINES: I thank the member opposite for the question. I’d like to say that we
have actually instituted an emergency procurement to take the old structure down. Once
we take the old structure down, which is currently an impediment to marine traffic - and
we know the traffic is important to the fishermen in the area, so we’re hoping to get that
completed very quickly. Then we’ll solve that particular problem and we’ll look at the
analysis of the replacement. In the meantime, I’ll speak to department staff about the
condition of the detour roads.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cape Breton Centre.
H&W - NURSING HOMES (NON-PROFIT) - FU