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House of Assembly
Nova Scotia

HALIFAX, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2017
Sixty-third General Assembly
First Session
1:00 P.M.

SPEAKER
Hon. Kevin Murphy

DEPUTY SPEAKERS
Mr. Chuck Porter, Ms. Suzanne Lohnes-Croft

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. We’ll begin the daily routine.
PRESENTING AND READING PETITIONS

PRESENTING REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

TABLING REPORTS, REGULATIONS AND OTHER PAPERS
STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS

GOVERNMENT NOTICES OF MOTION

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Immigration.

1105
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RESOLUTION NO. 351

HON. LENA DIAB: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas October 9™ to October 15" is Citizenship Week, a time to celebrate our
citizenship and our country; and

Whereas each year in October we take a week to reflect on and celebrate the rights
and responsibilities all Canadian citizens share; and

Whereas this morning | had the opportunity to attend a special citizenship ceremony
where 45 candidates from 20 different countries took the Oath of Citizenship and became
Canadian citizens;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House join me in celebrating
Citizenship Week by congratulating all our new citizens, and encourage all Canadians to
attend a citizenship ceremony or organize a reaffirmation ceremony in their communities.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Health and Wellness.

RESOLUTION NO. 352

HON. RANDY DELOREY: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day
I shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas approximately 285 million people worldwide live with low vision and
blindness, even though 80 per cent of visual impairment is avoidable; and

Whereas with an aging population more Nova Scotians will be at risk of age-related
visual impairment; and
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Whereas the second Thursday of October is World Sight Day, providing an
opportunity to focus global attention on blindness and vision impairment;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House acknowledge October 12,
2017, as World Sight Day and encourage all Nova Scotians to join the conversation on
social media with the hash tag, #MakeVisionCount.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

Bill No. 43 - Entitled an Act to Amend Chapter 1 of the Acts of 1995-96. The
Education Act, Respecting the Improvement of Mental Health in Adolescents. (Hon.

Jamie Baillie)

Bill No. 44 - Entitled an Act to Require the Expansion of the Mental Health
Court Program. (Mr. John Lohr)

MR. SPEAKER: Ordered that these bills be read a second time on a future day.
NOTICES OF MOTION

STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou West.

SWANTEE, LOLA & CHESTER/ELLIOTT, LAURA:
VETERANS’ LUNCH - THANK

MS. KARLA MACFARLANE: Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to rise today to
acknowledge the recent act of kindness of Lola and Chester Swantee and their friend, Laura
Elliott, all of River John.
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Recently, Lola and Chester opened up their beautiful home to host a luncheon for
five residents of the Northumberland Veterans Unit in Pictou. They served the residents a
home-cooked meal and dessert, which is a very rare treat for these veterans. The veterans
were flattered to receive the invitation and extremely appreciative of Lola and Chester’s
generosity. This demonstrates what community spirit is all about.

At this time, | would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to Laura, Lola, and
Chester for bringing some sunshine into these veterans’ day. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Chebucto.
BROUSSEAU, DEAN: PHOTOGRAPHY SHOW - CONGRATS.

MR. GARY BURRILL: I'm pleased today to recognize Halifax resident Dean
Brousseau on his photography show, Thirteen Points of Departure, which opened last week
at the Secord Gallery on Quinpool Road. The exhibition is part of the city-wide Photopolis
Photography Show.

Mr. Brousseau’s exhibit returns us to a time before photographers had access to
design software, when all effects had to be created physically in front of the camera through
light and shadow.

I welcome the House to join me in congratulating Mr. Brousseau on this remarkable
achievement, and encourage everyone to stop by the Secord Gallery to take in the show
before it comes down October 26™. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Hants East.

GIANSANTE-MERCER, CARMIE - SLED HOCKEY:
E. HANTS COMM. SKATE - THANK

HON. MARGARET MILLER: Mr. Speaker, sled hockey was first developed in
Norway in 1971 to meet the special needs of youths and adults with disabilities. Players
are strapped into small sleds which have a backrest and two skate blades on the bottom.
Straps around the ankles, knees, and waist securely hold the players on the sled.

On April 9, 2017, Carmie Giansante-Mercer, owner of Carmie’s Preschool and
Daycare in EImsdale, had a free community skate in the East Hants Sportsplex and raised
an amazing $1,140 to purchase a hockey sled. Up until recently, Hants East children and
adults with special needs who wanted to participate in ice sports had to go to Truro do so.
But thanks to more than 100 people who showed up for the skate and those who donated
since then, enough money was raised for two sleds.
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I would like to thank Carmie, her staff, and all the wonderful people of Hants East
who came together to make the Sportsplex a better place for those with disabilities. Thank
you.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Northside-Westmount.

BARTOWN DAYS - NORTHSIDE BURGER CONTEST:
PARTICIPANTS - THANK

MR. EDDIE ORRELL.: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to salute the winner of the best
Northside Burger Contest during the Bartown Days.

This year, the event dramatically increased its business over a two-week period
every summer. Twelve restaurants participated in the contest and the winner was the
Commercial Street Deli, owned and operated by James Donato and Amanda Sheffield.
Their creation was the Bacon Jalapefio Burger.

| would like to take this opportunity to thank all participants and the friendly
competition that it inspired. Everyone is looking forward to next year’s creations.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sackville-Cobequid.
SEXUAL ASSAULT/WOMEN’S CTRS.: TRAUMA SERYV. - RECOGNIZE

HON. DAVID WILSON: Mr. Speaker, yesterday, my fellow members spoke about
notable women in Nova Scotia history, as well as institutions that have advanced the status
of women in our province. To build on this, I would like to bring attention to a set of
institutions that have played a vital role in supporting women and survivors of violence.

The first sexual assault centre in our province was established in 1983. Since then,
Avalon Sexual Assault Centre has evolved to offer a wide range of services to those who
have experienced sexualized violence, as well as extensive community education and
advocacy. Outside the HRM, there are sexual assault centres in Antigonish and Colchester
Counties, and more organizations are developing their capacity to offer needed services to
survivors. It was sexual assault centres, along with women’s centres, that introduced the
Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner, or the SANE program, as well as specialized trauma
therapy services

Mr. Speaker, over the past generation, sexual assault centres have made an
incredible difference in the lives of women, men, and transpersons, and should be

celebrated as part of our province’s history.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Citadel-Sable Island.
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[1:15 p.m/]
NEONAKIS, DIMITRI: DREAM WINGS CHARITY - RECOGNIZE

HON. LABI KOUSOULIS: | would like to highlight a great charity, and a great
man. Dimitri Neonakis created Dream Wings, a charity that gives children who are in
medical, mental or emotional distress, a chance to fly in a variety of different planes. | urge
everyone to go to Facebook and search for Dream Wings, where Dimitri posts the stories
of each child along with uplifting photos of the experience. | would ask the members of
this House of Assembly to please join me in thanking Dimitri for his dedication and great
work.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Truro-Bible Hill-Millbrook-Salmon
River.

INTL. DAY OF THE GIRL: EMPOWER GIRLS - WORK

MS. LENORE ZANN: Yesterday, as | and other members noted, it was
International Day of the Girl. I’d like to add to yesterday’s statements by drawing attention
to the UN’s theme, which is, “EmPOWER girls: before, during, and after conflict.”

According to the UN, every ten minutes, somewhere in the world, an adolescent
girl dies as a result of violence. In humanitarian emergencies, gender-based violence often
increases, subjecting girls to sexual, and physical violence, child marriage, exploitation,
and trafficking. Adolescent girls in conflict zones are 90 per cent more likely to be out of
school, compromising their future prospects for work, and financial independence as
adults.

In Canada, it could be said, we have our own humanitarian emergency: the alarming
rates of poverty and violence affecting indigenous people as a result of colonization.
Indigenous girls in particular are at a disproportionately high risk of being targeted for
violence, and exploitation. I’d like to acknowledge the hard work that lies ahead for our
province and our country if we want girls to one day experience full equality.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Clare-Digby.
TOURISM (N.S.): INCREASED NUMBERS - IMPRESSIVE

MR. GORDON WILSON: Today, | rise to talk about the impressive tourism
numbers that were released for the month of August, today. Overnight visitations for non-
residents were up 9 per cent compared to last year. There’s more good news - licensed
rooms sold for the Bay of Fundy, and Annapolis Valley, were up 9 per cent since 2016.
The year to date, August 2017, estimated tourism revenue is $1.8 billion. This is up from
$1.6 billion in 2016.
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Tourists coming to the shores mean extra dollars for the hard-working small
businesses in my riding of Clare-Digby. I can’t say enough about what good news this is,
for both Clare-Digby, and the province. I’m proud to call Nova Scotia home, and to be able
to share this wonderful province, and especially the Fundy Shore, with the people visiting
from other provinces, and from around the world.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou East.

DECOSTE, REBECCA - CROHN’S & COLITIS GUTSY WALK:
HON. CHAIR - CONGRATS.

MR. TIM HOUSTON: In true Pictou County spirit, nearly 100 people gathered to
take part in the Gutsy Walk, and raised more than $12,000 for Crohn’s and Colitis Canada.
The walkers ranged in age from pre-teen, to very senior citizens, with all funds going
towards initiatives such as research, study, to identify triggers for Crohn’s disease. The
goal of the charity is to find cures, as well as to improve the lives of those affected by this
debilitating disease that disrupts the ability to digest food, and absorb nutrition.

Rebecca DeCoste turned 13 on the day of the walk, and was this year’s honorary
chair. She personally raised more than $1,200. Congratulations to Rebecca.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Hants West.
N.S. TOURISM: SUCCESSFUL SEASON - ACKNOWLEDGE

MR. CHUCK PORTER: I rise today to talk about the province’s successful tourism
season, and the record-breaking numbers of visitors our province saw. I’m pleased to tell
you that Nova Scotia welcomed 46,000 more non-resident, overnight visitors in August
2017, than in August 2016, an increase of 11 per cent. Our province saw strong growth in
visitation from our target Canadian markets, Ontario, and Quebec. Those provinces
contributed 18,000 and 12,000 visitors, respectively.

There are many factors that contributed to the successful tourism season. Our
booming cruise-ship industry, which brought a record number of passengers to the port of
Halifax, 1s a testament to Nova Scotia’s tourism attractions, the value of the dollar, and the
price of gas. Visitation has also increased: by road, 8 per cent; and by air, 11 per cent.

The tourism sector is important to Nova Scotia’s economy, and I applaud the hard
work of tourism operators for making 2017 a record year.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cape Breton-Richmond.
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MOMBOURQUETTE, GRACE/DANIEL.:
ST. LAWRENCE YOUTH PROG. - ADVENTURE

MS. ALANA PAON: St. Peter’s hosted a Tall Ship event this summer at the St.
Peter’s Canal. For two youths from the community of L’Ardoise volunteering that
weekend, the experience turned into the adventure of a lifetime. Grace Mombourquette,
14, learned about the St. Lawrence Youth Program, which had openings for the next course
leaving the very next day. Over the next two weeks, Grace sailed from St. Peter’s to
Lunenburg, Digby, and Saint John as part of the Tall Ships festivities. Grace’s 13-year-old
brother, Daniel Mombourquette, joined the crew for the next two-week sailing course along
the Eastern Seaboard of the United States. They both thoroughly enjoyed the experience.
They met new friends, learned so much about sailing, and returned home with the
confidence of knowing anything is possible and that great opportunities can come from our
small Nova Scotia communities.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Truro-Bible Hill-Millbrook-Salmon
River.

AQUASH, ANNA MAE: WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH - RECOGNIZE

MS. LENORE ZANN: For Women’s History Month, I would like to recognize yet
another courageous woman whose story is part of our province’s history. Anna Mae
Aquash was a Mi’kmaq woman from Indian Brook First Nation, the daughter of Mary
Ellen Pictou and Francis Thomas Levi. In the 1960s, she moved to Boston and joined the
American Indian Movement, helping to lead education and resistance efforts. She has
participated in multiple occupations and political actions on both sides of the border in
protest of broken treaty promises and government neglect of indigenous communities.
Sadly, in 1976, at the age of 30, Aquash was found dead on the Pine Ridge Indian
Reservation in South Dakota. It took decades for her death to be investigated, and it was
not until the 2000s that her killers were convicted of and sentenced for murder.

Anna Mae Aquash put her life on the line in order to stand for justice and civil
rights. She was and continues to be a symbol of strength and courage, and | ask this House
to remember her today.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Guysborough-Eastern Shore-
Tracadie.

PELLEY: TONYA/FAITH - NAME THAT ROBOT CONTEST:
WINNER - CONGRATS.

HON. LLOYD HINES: 1 rise today to congratulate two of my constituents on
winning the Name that Robot contest sponsored by the wonderful IWK and the Centre for
Pediatric Pain Research. Tonya Pelley and her daughter Faith, residents of Guysborough,
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entered the name B-Positive for the humanoid robot which can help reduce procedural pain
and distress for children within its blood collection clinic. B-Positive was one of over 300
entries, and after online voting, they were declared the winners on October 4", The name
certainly reflects the personalities of both Tonya and Faith. | ask the House to join me in
congratulating Tonya and Faith as the winners of this contest and recognize that B-Positive
Robot will positively affect so many children throughout Atlantic Canada.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cumberland North.

POWER, ALICE - FRIENDS OF PUGWASH ESTUARY::
COMMIT. - RECOGNIZE

MS. ELIZABETH SMITH-MCCROSSIN: | would like to honour and recognize
Alice Power and the Friends of the Pugwash Estuary for their dedication and commitment
in sustaining this part of Nova Scotia’s conservation and land, while conserving the unique
and balanced ecosystem of the Pugwash Estuary. This is of great importance to our
province’s past, present, and future. Friends of the Pugwash Estuary was formed in 2004
by a small group who was concerned about the health of the estuary and with what could
be done to preserve this ecological treasure. Since that time, much has been accomplished,
including the engagement of the wider community and the growth of membership to 128
in 2013.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Needham.

NARRATIVES IN SPACE + TIME SOC.:
COMMUN. CONTRIBUTIONS - THANK

MS. LISA ROBERTS: | want to express my appreciation for the Narratives in
Space + Time Society. For years, this multidisciplinary group of artists has been guiding
walks of the debris field of the Halifax Explosion, exploring the impact and traces of that
event almost 100 years ago in Halifax Needham. That work laid the groundwork for an
exhibit that opened last night at the Dalhousie Art Gallery. It features photography, 2D and
3D representation of the debris field, collections of artifacts from 100 years ago, and more.
Last night, in conjunction with the opening, the public heard how the Halifax Explosion
shaped the practice of social work, emergency response, pharmacy, nursing, and more. I’'m
really grateful for their contribution to our community and for their collection of those
stories.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Armdale.
INTL. DAY OF THE GIRL: EMPOWERMENT - RECOMMIT

HON. LENA DIAB: I'm pleased to bring further awareness to the International
Day of the Girl to recognize the importance of girls, their rights, the contributions they
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make, and the challenges they still face in today’s world. As a global community, we’ve
made great progress in the last few decades in improving the health, well-being, and
opportunities of girls. But we know that overt and subtle misogyny still holds our girls back
in many ways, big and small.

Let us recommit ourselves each day to empowering our girls, to remind them that
they are important, capable, strong and valued, to celebrate them when they are bold and
ambitious and have their back when they doubt. Let’s let them know that they belong and
that their worth is inherent, never conferred by others.

All of us here have remarkable girls in our lives who astound us with the scope of
their talents and dreams. Today | want to add my voice and congratulate our girls.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sackville-Beaver Bank.
FERGUSON, NADINE: BLANKETS FOR BABY RHINOS - THANK

MR. BRAD JOHNS: It’s a long way, Mr. Speaker, from Nova Scotia to South
Africa. | rise today to recognize Nadine Ferguson who is doing her part to help baby rhinos
and elephants orphaned by poachers.

The Middle Sackville resident recently became involved with the grassroots
organization, Blankets for Baby Rhinos. The international initiative encourages people to
donate blankets to orphaned baby rhinos and elephants. Ferguson coordinates the people
interested in knitting, crocheting or sewing blankets, in addition to donating supplies or
funds. Volunteers knit or crochet blankets or eight by eight squares that can be made into
larger blankets.

Mr. Speaker, I wish to thank Nadine and the other volunteers of this very
worthwhile program for helping to ensure the survival of the most vulnerable victims of
Africa’s poaching scourge.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Timberlea-Prospect.
PROSPECT PENINSULA RES. ASSOC.: PINEDALE PARK - CONGRATS.

HON. IAIN RANKIN: Mr. Speaker, | would like to congratulate the Prospect
Peninsula Residents’ Association and the larger community for working collaboratively to
enhance outdoor play experience for children at Pinedale Park.

The PPRA partnered with the municipality, Prospect Road and Area Recreation
Association, Councillor Adams, and the Prospect Bay Children’s Centre to create a
welcoming space for children to enjoy a variety of outdoor recreational and interactive play
options.
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| am proud to represent a community that comes together to invest in our children’s
health and happiness. | would like the members of the Nova Scotia House of Assembly to
join me in thanking everyone involved in this community project. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sydney-Whitney Pier.
CAPE BRETON TOURISM: LOCAL OPERATORS/STAFF - THANK

HON. DEREK MOMBOURQUETTE: Mr. Speaker, today the government
announced that Nova Scotia welcomed 46,000 more non-resident overnight visitors in
August 2017 than in August 2016.

Back home in Cape Breton we saw 90,000 licensed room nights, a 4 per cent
increase from 2016. Better yet, Cape Breton Island sold 318,000 licensed nights in 2017,
an increase of 7 per cent from 2016. This increase can be attributed to our booming tourism
industry in Cape Breton. From hiking the Skyline Trail to camping in the Cape Breton
Highlands National Park, to visiting the Fortress of Louisbourg, Cape Breton offers
something for everyone.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the members of this House of Assembly, to join me in thanking
the local tourism operators, accommodations staff, and all the people who are helping grow
our tourism base in Cape Breton.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings North.
WILSON, ERNIE: COMMUN. COMMITMENT - THANK

MR. JOHN LOHR: Mr. Speaker, | wish today to honour Ernie Wilson, of Kentville,
who recently received an honorary life membership in the Lions Foundation of Nova Scotia
for his lifelong work with Lions. A charter member in 1970 of the New Minas Lions Club,
Ernie has served with distinction as club president for three terms, as well as in many other
roles.

Ernie’s willingness to serve his community has also been demonstrated in his
volunteering in the past election as a member of the Kings North PC campaign team. | wish
to express my gratitude to Ernie for his commitment to his community and his great
volunteering spirit. Thank you, Ernie.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Fairview-Clayton Park.

WOMEN’S HIST. MONTH: ROLE MODELS - RECOGNIZE

HON. PATRICIA ARAB: Mr. Speaker, during Women’s History Month I would
like to take the opportunity to say thank you for all of the fabulous women who have helped
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me along my path in life, to those who encourage me, those who taught me and those who
led by example, including all of these remarkable women currently in the Chamber and
those who were with me in 2013. Most important, though, I’d like to recognize my amazing
powerhouse of a mother who led by example and taught her three daughters and her son
that there was no such thing as gender rules or bias in our household.

I’d like to also thank my father, the first feminist I ever met. Without both of their
guidance, |1 would be nothing.

[1:30 p.m.]
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Argyle-Barrington.

VILLAGE HISTORIQUE - CANADA 150:
METIS CELEBRATION - SUCCESS

HON. CHRISTOPHER D’ENTREMONT: Merci beaucoup Monsieur le Président.

Le village historique commemorated Canada’s 150" on July 22" with a celebration
of the Métis. The event and the day were a chance to celebrate Métis pride, as well as
Canada’s 150" Anniversary. The event began in early afternoon with a smudging
ceremony and some drumming and singing by one of their spiritual members. There was a
lot of other music provided, and there was a display where many artifacts were available
to see. Tourists came from afar. Manitoba and Louisiana and everywhere in between. It
was such a success that it may even be held again this year.

It was a delight for me to take part in it. I wish the organizers much success going
forward.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Waverley-Fall River-Beaver Bank.

HUMPHREYS, MAX/COVERDALE, LEWIS/METTERA, KASSIDY:
JOEY AWARDS (2017) NOMS. - CONGRATS.

MR. BILL HORNE: I would like to congratulate three Fall River youths who were
recently nominated for the 2017 Joey Award. These awards are given to young actors or
actresses in Canada for their hard work and dedication to their craft.

Max Humphreys for Best Principal or Supporting Actor in a Feature Film for his
role in Weirdos; Lewis Coverdale for his role on Mr. D in the Best Recurring Principal or
Guest Star Actor ina TV Series Age 13 Years & Over category; and Kassidy Mettera for
Best Series Regular or Leading Actress in a TV Series 14+ Years category for her role as
Lucy on Mr. D. She won the 2016 Joey Award for this role.
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Congratulations to all the nominees, and | wish them well in their future success.
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cole Harbour-Eastern Passage.
SCHMIDT, LEANNE (LEO): VIOLET UNICORN STORE - RECOGNIZE

MS. BARBARA ADAMS: Today | am pleased to recognize Leanne (Leo) Schmidt
for her outstanding commitment to bringing craft and creativity to my constituency and
beyond. Leo is a local business owner located in beautiful Fisherman’s Cove in Eastern
Passage, and this is her fourth year operating in that location.

The store Leo owns is Violet Unicorn - you can’t miss it, because it’s completely
coloured that way - and 90 per cent of the products sold there are made by her. Throughout
the year she opens her doors to the community in many ways. She offers painting classes,
rigid heddle weaving classes, and fabric-sculpting classes. Leo recognizes the need for craft
and creativity and has accommodated those with physical challenges, autism, mental health
conditions, and even those who are recovering from cancer.

The Cole Harbour-Eastern Passage constituency benefits from the work she does
and the joy with which she does it.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Chester-St. Margaret’s.
N.S. TOURISM (2017): SOUTH SHORE INCREASE - CELEBRATE

MR. HUGH MACKAY: Today I’'m also pleased to tell you a bit about the
successful tourism season in Nova Scotia, particularly in the South Shore, including
beautiful Chester-St. Margaret’s. As mentioned by my colleagues including Clare-Digby,
in August 2017 Nova Scotia welcomed 46,000 non-resident overnight visitors. That’s an
increase of 11 per cent over August 2016. Year-to-date, licensed room nights sold on the
South Shore are also up significantly.

There are many factors contributing to the successful tourism season. | highlight
that more than 100,000 visitors - 108,000, | believe - from around the world experienced
Bluenose I1, which is almost double the number from last year’s more than 54,000 visitors.
We’re proud that our sailing ambassador is attracting tremendous interest from visitors
from around the world.

I’m also pleased to tell you that the Town of Lunenburg has won the prestigious
Cultural Destination of the Year from the 2017 Luxury Travel Guide Americas Awards.
The LTG Americas Awards identified the best hotel and accommodation options through
the continent.
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I’'m proud of the strong economic growth that the Nova Scotian tourism industry
has achieved this year.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Colchester-Musquodoboit Valley.
MCBURNIE, AUSTIN: HS GOLF ACHIEVEMENTS - CONGRATS.

MR. LARRY HARRISON: Mr. Speaker, a high school student from South
Colchester Academy is ending his high school golf career on a high note. Last summer,
Austin McBurnie tied for 25" place in the provincial junior tournament at Ken-Wo in July.
He then moved on to win the junior club title at the Brookfield Golf Club in the summer.

Austin added to these achievements by winning the Nova Scotia School Athletic
Federation Boys Championship last week at Paragon in Kingston. This skilled young man
won his last tournament with an 18-hole score of three-over-par 75. That’s good.

I’'m very pleased to congratulate Austin McBurnie on a successful summer and
wish him the best of luck as he moves on to the next phrase of his athletic career.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Hammonds Plains-Lucasville.
N.S. HOCKEY VOLS.: COMMITMENT - RECOGNIZE

MR. BEN JESSOME: Late August and early September mark the best time of the
year for many. No, ’'m not talking about the start of the school year. I’'m talking about the
beginning of hockey season.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank and recognize all those whose
involvement makes hockey season across the province a success: the many volunteers who
spend countless hours at the rink - coaches, trainers, and managers giving freely of their
time and talents; the club organizers, schedulers, and officials - many who never seem to
receive the recognition that they deserve; the parents who spend many hours, early
mornings and late nights, driving and sitting in cold arenas cheering and supporting their
players; and, most importantly, the players who spend their time in the rink working hard,
learning, and improving their skills.

Specifically, I would like to recognize the Bedford and TASA Minor Hockey
Associations for their continued commitment to the youth of Hammonds Plains-Lucasville,
maximizing players’ experiences, fostering an environment for development and learning
life lessons.

Mr. Speaker, | would ask everyone in the House to join me in wishing hockey fans
across the province a wonderful season.
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MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Queens-Shelburne.
QUEENS-SHELBURNE: VOL. FIREFIGHTERS - RECOGNIZE

MS. KIM MASLAND: Mr. Speaker, as Fire Prevention Week draws to a close, |
would like to recognize and express my sincere and heartfelt gratitude to all the volunteer
firefighters and auxiliary members of my constituency.

These courageous men and women selflessly give of themselves and of their time
to keep people in communities of Queens-Shelburne safe. They also strive to educate our
citizens about fire safety and prevention.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that all members join me in applauding and thanking all these
exceptional individuals and their families. They deserve our utmost respect, admiration,
and support.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Clayton Park West.
HALIBLITZ 2017: ORGANIZERS/VOLS. - THANK

MS. RAFAH DICOSTANZO: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recognize the
organization and participants in HaliBlitz, a week-long celebration of biodiversity in
Halifax this past September. Over 600 people came out to this event to learn about the
importance of animals, insects, and plants. This event was hosted by the Ecology Action
Centre and the Canadian Wildlife Federation, with the support of the federal government.

This year, 35 BioBlitz events were held in cities across the country. Children and
adults alike came to learn the changes going on in our ecosystem, as well as identifying
nearly 600 species throughout 2,200 nature observations.

The celebration ended with a day spent at a local treasure of the Clayton Park
community - Blue Mountain-Birch Cove Lakes. This celebration was a wonderful week
for many people in our community, and lots of knowledge was gained because of it.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recognize those who were involved in HaliBlitz and
thank them for their contribution to the environment and our communities.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou Centre.

BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS (PICTOU CO.):
COMMITMENT - ACKNOWLEDGE

HON. PAT DUNN: I rise today to inform all members about the positive impact
created by Big Brothers Big Sisters of Pictou County. They continue to facilitate life-
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changing relationships that inspire our youth; mentors who commit to a few hours a week
are definitely game-changers.

It is a way to celebrate that our youth will continue to be a force for positive change.
A big thank you to the commitment and dedication of all members of the Big Brothers Big
Sisters executive.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings South.
SCHOFIELD, JUSTIN: FAST PITCH SUCCESS - CONGRATS.

MR. KEITH IRVING: Mr. Speaker, it is a great pleasure to rise today to recognize
the recent success of White Rock native Justin Schofield at the 2017 Softball Canada’s
Men’s National Fast Pitch Championship in Saskatoon.

Mr. Schofield’s team, the East Hants Mastodons, won gold, bringing the national
championship home to Nova Scotia just for the third time in the history of the tournament.
Justin was integral to the team’s success, pitching all the innings of all three playoff games.

His dominant performance on the national stage earned him the tournament MVP
Award and clearly demonstrated why he is regarded as one of the fastest pitchers in the
country.

| invite all members of the Nova Scotia House of Assembly to join me in
congratulating Justin on this impressive individual and team achievement, and in wishing
nothing but the very best in all his future sporting endeavours.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cumberland North.
AMHERST ARMOURIES: IMPORTANCE - ACKNOWLEDGE

MS. ELIZABETH SMITH-MCCROSSIN: Mr. Speaker, | stand today to honour
and pay respect to the Amherst Armouries.

The Colonel James Layton Ralston Armoury was built in Amherst in 1915 and it
has been declared surplus by the Department of National Defence and has been discussed
being disposed of. This decision will impact the future of the North Nova Scotia
Highlanders Regimental Museum and hundreds of youth who are in our cadet program.
This building is part of Cumberland County’s rich history, as well it is actively used daily
by the North Nova Highlanders Museum and our cadet program.

Mr. Speaker, | am committed to working with our local community to preserve this
important building for our community.
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MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Lunenburg West.

N.S. 55+ GAMES (LUNENBURG CO.):
PARTICIPANTS/VOLS. - ACKNOWLEDGE

HON. MARK FUREY: Mr. Speaker, Lunenburg County recently welcomed
approximately 800 athletes to the 55+ Games. With such events as hockey, running, pickle
ball and more, there was something for everyone whether you were a spectator or a
participant. Many volunteers worked many hours to make this event such a huge success.
The coordination and planning for an event of this size requires great leadership and
excellent organization. I’'m always impressed with how the volunteers are able to put it all
together.

I’d like to congratulate all the participants who participated in the 55+ Games and
I’d also like to express my gratitude to all volunteers who helped make the 2017 55+ Games
such a huge success.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Northside-Westmount.

CAMPBELL, LOGAN/OLSEN, TRENT:
GLIDER WINGS - CONGRATS.

MR. EDDIE ORRELL: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to salute Logan Campbell and
Trent Olsen, cadets from the 602 McCurdy Squadron who were presented with their glider
wings at a ceremony in Debert. This is the first time in more than 15 years the squadron
has had a pilot. An extensive training program had to be completed by both cadets.

The main goal of being an air cadet is being a pilot, and the squadron now has two.
I would like to take this opportunity to recognize the dedication, hard work and support of
the home squadron that allowed these two cadets to achieve their goals. Well done Logan
and Trent.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings West.
REID, JEFF: LARGEST PUMPKIN TITLE - CONGRATS.

HON. LEO GLAVINE: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to offer my congratulations to
Kings West resident and horticulturalist Jeff Reid for winning the Annapolis Valley Giant
Vegetable Growers title for growing the largest pumpkin. The title-winning pumpkin
which officially weighed in at 1,298 pounds was just two pounds shy of Mr. Reid’s earlier
prediction of 1,300 pounds.

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate Jeff on his title, wish him all
the best and thank him for the remarkable hospitality he showed during the summer on my
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visit and members of my team. | also commend him and his family for their leadership in
the Annapolis Valley Giant Vegetable Growers Association.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sydney River-Mira-Louisbourg.
PORT MORIEN LEGION (BR. 55): ANNIV. (80™") - CONGRATS.

HON. ALFIE MACLEOD: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to acknowledge the Port
Morien Legion Branch 55 which recently celebrated its 80" Anniversary. The Port Morien
Legion is the main focal point for every event that takes place in the community of Port
Morien. The volunteers work tirelessly catering weddings, anniversaries and almost every
other social event that takes place in this small community.

Celtic Colours is also a big event for the Legion which is happening this week in
Cape Breton. | stand today to congratulate the Port Morien Legion Branch 55, along with
the whole community of Port Morien, for making the Legion the success it is as it celebrates
80 years of service to the community.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Hants East.
WATSON, DAVID: 2018 CDN. SOFTBALL TEAM SELECT - CONGRATS.

HON. MARGARET MILLER: Mr. Speaker, the Junior Men’s World
Championship is a fast-pitch softball tournament for age 19-and-under national teams, held
every four years by the International Softball Federation. Earlier this year the coaching
staff held a series of provincial and regional identification camps throughout the country
and attracted approximately 200 athletes. The final 26 team members were chosen in
August following a selection camp held in O’Leary, P.E.IL.

Representing Nova Scotia and Canada, David, nickname “Bubba” Watson, is
excited to be a team member of the 2018 Canadian Junior Men’s team competing at the
2018 WBSE Junior Men’s Softball World Championship from July 7 -15, in Prince Albert,
Saskatchewan.

The extraordinary thing about Watson’s journey is that although he has played ball
for several years, he has only been pitching for three years. Trevor Comeau, his fast pitch
coach at Hants East Rural High, is not at all surprised that David made the team.

I would like to congratulate David Watson for being chosen for the 2018 Canadian
Junior Men’s team and wish him well in his future endeavours.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Bedford on an introduction.
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HON. KELLY REGAN: Mr. Speaker, [ would like to direct the members’ attention
to the e