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House of Assembly
Nova Scotia

HALIFAX, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2017
Sixty-third General Assembly
First Session
1:00 P.M.

SPEAKER
Hon. Kevin Murphy

DEPUTY SPEAKERS
Mr. Chuck Porter, Ms. Suzanne Lohnes-Croft

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. We’ll begin the daily routine.
PRESENTING AND READING PETITIONS

PRESENTING REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

TABLING REPORTS, REGULATIONS AND OTHER PAPERS
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Justice.

HON. MARK FUREY: Mr. Speaker, if 1 may beg permission to make an
introduction.

MR. SPEAKER: Permission granted.

939
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MR. FUREY: Mr. Speaker, in the gallery with us today we have Christine Hanson,
CEO of the Nova Scotia Human Rights Commission, along with her team members, Jane
Mills, Kesa Munroe-Anderson, and Pam Osborne. I’d ask them to rise to receive the warm
welcome of the House. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Justice.

HON. MARK FUREY: Mr. Speaker, in my capacity as the Attorney General of
Nova Scotia | hereby beg leave to table the Nova Scotia Human Rights Commission
Annual Report for 2015-16.

MR. SPEAKER: The report is tabled.

The honourable Minister of Health and Wellness.

HON. RANDY DELOREY: Mr. Speaker, may | make an introduction?
MR. SPEAKER: Permission granted.

MR. DELOREY: Thank you. Joining us in the east gallery this afternoon it’s my
pleasure to introduce two guests from the Nova Scotia Health Research Foundation, if they
would please stand: Chief Executive Officer Krista Connell, who works collaboratively
with the NSHRF Board of Directors and its many stakeholders to support research in Nova
Scotia. She helps facilitate the use of health research results in the health system decision
making and is the foundation’s key spokesperson. Also joining us today is the Board of
Director’s Vice-Chairman, Steve Smith. He is dedicated to the health research community
in his capacity as Dean of Science and Professor of Psychology at Saint Mary's University.

I’'m very happy that they’ve joined us today, Mr. Speaker, and I’d ask that the House
give them a warm welcome. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Health and Wellness.

HON. RANDY DELOREY: In my capacity as Minister of Health and Wellness, I
Egg leave to table the Nova Scotia Health Research Foundation Annual Report for 2016-

MR. SPEAKER: The report is tabled.

The honourable Minister of Justice.

HON. MARK FUREY: Mr. Speaker, in my capacity as the Attorney General of

Nova Scotia | hereby beg leave to table the Law Foundation of Nova Scotia Annual Report
for the year ending March 31, 2017.
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MR. SPEAKER: The report is tabled.

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS

GOVERNMENT NOTICES OF MOTION

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Health and Wellness.
RESOLUTION NO. 337

HON. RANDY DELOREY: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day
I shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas mental health is an issue that’s important to all of us and touches the lives
of many Nova Scotians; and

Whereas community support and early intervention can help make a difference with
people living with mental illness, so they can live their lives to the fullest; and

Whereas World Mental Health Day is a day for global mental health education,
awareness, and advocacy against social stigma;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House acknowledge October 10,
2017, as World Mental Health Day and encourage all Nova Scotians to join the
conversation and support good mental health.

| request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Acadian Affairs and Francophonie.
RESOLUTION NO. 338

HON. LENA DIAB: M. le Président, a une date ultérieure, je demanderai
I’adoption de la motion suivante.
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Attendu que Le Courrier de la Nouvelle-Ecosse célébre cette année son 80°
anniversaire;

Attendu que le journal est le seul journal de langue francaise en Nouvelle-Ecosse;

Attendu que Le Courrier a joué pendant 80 années un réle important dans
I’information, le rassemblement et I’unité de nos collectivités acadiennes et francophones
en Nouvelle-Ecosse, role qu’il continue de jouer encore aujourd’hui;

Il est résolu que les députés de 1’Assemblée législative se joignent a moi pour
féliciter Le Courrier de la Nouvelle-Ecosse a I’occasion de son 80° anniversaire et pour
souligner son réle dans la création d’un lien solide entre les collectivités acadiennes et
francophones, et dans la préservation de la langue francaise et de la culture acadienne dans
notre province.

M. le Président, je demande I’adoption de cette motion, sans préavis et sans débat.

| hereby give notice that on a future day, | shall move the adoption of the following
resolution:

Whereas Le Courier de la Nouvelle-Ecosse is celebrating its 80" Anniversary this
year; and

Whereas this publication is the only French-language newspaper in Nova Scotia;
and

Whereas Le Courrier has served as an important means of informing, connecting
and uniting our Acadian and francophone communities in Nova Scotia for eight decades,
a role they continue today;

Therefore be it resolved that members of the House of Assembly join me in
congratulating Le Courrier de la Nouvelle-Ecosse on its 80" Anniversary and commend
them for their role in helping to forge a strong link between the Acadian and francophone
communities and preserving the French language and the Acadian culture in our province.

M. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
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The motion is carried.
[1:15 p.m/]
INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

Bill No. 33 — Entitled an Act to Amend Chapter 4 of the Acts of 1997. The Gas
Distribution Act. (Hon. Geoff MacLellan)

Bill. No. 34 — Entitled an Act to Require the Government of Nova Scotia to
Purchase Local Wild Blueberries. (Hon. Jamie Baillie)

Bill. No. 35 — Entitled an Act to Prohibit Certain Public-Private Partnerships.
(Ms. Susan Leblanc)

Bill No. 36 — Entitled an Act Relating to Common Lands in the Town of
Lunenburg. (Ms. Suzanne Lohnes-Croft)

Bill No. 37 — Entitled an Act to Maintain and Preserve Voluntary Blood
Donations in Nova Scotia. (Ms. Tammy Martin)

MR. SPEAKER: Ordered that these bills be read a second time on a future day.
NOTICES OF MOTION

STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou Centre.

WORLD MENTAL HEALTH DAY:
MENTAL HEALTH IN THE WORKPLACE - PROMOTE

HON. PAT DUNN: Well, Mr. Speaker, today is World Mental Health Day. This
year’s theme is Mental Health in the Workplace. Today is a time to reflect on how we can
raise awareness about mental health issues and how we can mobilize our efforts to support
better mental health. We know that one in five of us will experience a mental health issue
sometime in our lives and we know that our experiences in the workplace is a factor in
determining our overall well-being. Today, let’s raise the call to all employers to promote
mental health and support employees who have mental health disorders. It is the right thing
to do today to mark World Mental Health Day, but we should commit ourselves to this
objective every day. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Needham.
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HALIFAX NEEDHAM SANDWICH CLUB: YOUTH ORGANIZERS - SALUTE

MS. LISA ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, | want to recognize an initiative that engages
young people while assisting people experiencing homelessness. The Sandwich Club can
be summarized neatly: make friends, make sandwiches, make a difference. Youth in Grade
4 and up come together once a month in the hall of St. Margaret of Scotland Anglican
Church in Halifax Needham. Supervised by older volunteers, they divide into teams to
make hundreds of sandwiches that are packed into bags with notes of greeting and well
wishes. Shelter Nova Scotia then offers these packed lunches to people experiencing
homelessness. I’ve been fortunate to be in the hall during Sandwich Club. The youth are
busy learning skills and thinking of others. It’s a wonderful atmosphere. I salute the
organizers and volunteers with the Friends of St. Margaret’s who hope that other youth-
serving organizations may be inspired to start their own sandwich clubs. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Waverley-Fall River-Beaver Bank.
SOIU, STEFAN: NSCC APPRENTICESHIP - BEST WISHES

MR. BILL HORNE: Mr. Speaker, | would like to share the good news of Stefan
Soiu, an apprentice electrician who works for Henderson Electrical Installations in
Waverly. Stefan is one of 22,000 Nova Scotians enrolled in an apprenticeship each year.
Stefan needs to complete four blocks of training at the NSCC, each lasting between seven
and ten weeks. Because of our government’s decision to waive tuition in apprenticeship
training, Stefan will save $3,000 over the course of his training. | would like to wish Stefan
all the best as he continues his training and works towards his electrical certification.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth East.

WORLD MENTAL HEALTH DAY:
DART. COMMUN. HEALTH TEAM - THANK

MR. TIM HALMAN: Mr. Speaker, | rise today on World Mental Health Day to
commend and bring attention to the outstanding work being done by the Dartmouth
Community Health Team. This group revolutionized the health care navigating model,
unlike any other similar model, nationally or internationally. Starting in Dartmouth East,
they’ve grown to more locations allowing them to offer even more programs. From
dietitians to parenting to mental health to social services, the work being done by the
community health team is second to none and is imperative to the success of all members
of the community. | would like to thank the Dartmouth East Community Health Team for
all that they have done and continue to do. We are a better community because of them.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth North.
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BORDEN, JANICE: DART. NORTH CONTRIBUTIONS - THANK

MS. SUSAN LEBLANC: Mr. Speaker, this past Thanksgiving weekend, | was
honoured to be a part of and witness to an amazing community Thanksgiving dinner at the
Dartmouth North Community Centre. Headed up by Janice Borden, who is someone well
known to anyone who frequents the centre, the dinner fed around 200 Dartmouth North
residents a beautiful turkey and ham dinner complete with potatoes, sweet potatoes, carrots,
corn, and peas and green salad and pumpkin pie.

For the last several years, Janice has planned and executed this Thanksgiving
gathering, and to watch her in action was truly special. Coordinating a trusty team of
volunteers, she cooked up a storm and brought people together in a wonderful way. When
things got stressful, as they inevitably do when one is responsible for feeding a crowd,
Janice corralled everyone and reminded us that we needed to work as a team.

Mr. Speaker, in an area of the province where people often feel isolated, fearful,
and hungry, a time to come together to share a meal with neighbours is very special. | want
to recognize Janice Borden’s contributions to the community of Dartmouth North and ask
this Assembly to join me in thanking her for her energy, generosity, and delicious food.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Atlantic.
JL ILSLEY HS: OCEANS SCIENCE/ART PROJ. - CONGRATS.

MR. BRENDAN MAGUIRE: The Grade 11 students at J.L. lisley High School
enrolled in Mr. VanBlarcom’s Oceans 11 class participated in an arts project under the
direction of Arts Express Coordinator Sabine Fels. Oceans 11 is a science course that
studies the significance of oceans, how they are created, and their influence on earth. The
students applied what they learned about the underwater terrain of the mid-Atlantic ridge
to their art project. They recreated the land that lies underneath the water by carving soft
porcelain clay tiles and building up raised figures to create a map. Variations of the sea
floor were depicted through the use of custom colours, and the resulting map was custom
framed by a local carpenter.

Mr. Speaker, the collaboration between science and art provided the students with
a unique learning experience, with a tangible result. The art piece that was created will be
proudly displayed at the Bedford Institute of Oceanography. | ask the members of the
House of Assembly to join me in congratulating the students and teachers who worked
hard on this project.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sackville-Beaver Bank.



946 ASSEMBLY DEBATES MON., OCT. 10, 2017

SACK. RIVERS ASSOC.: SACK. FISH FRIENDS PROG. - THANK

MR. BRAD JOHNS: Since 1988, the Sackville Rivers Association has been
protecting and restoring the Sackville River watershed. | would like to rise today to
congratulate the association specifically on their Sackville Fish Friends program, for
having another successful school year teaching students at Sackville Heights Elementary
School as well as eight other area schools about the importance of the waterways.
Volunteers Anne and Steven Angelidis visit the students and help them hatch fish that are
eventually released into the Sackville River. | would like to thank the association for
helping to ensure the sustainability of the fish stocks in the Sackville River for future
generations.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Chester-St. Margaret’s.
PEGGY’S COVE AREA FESTIVAL OF THE ARTS - CONGRATS.

MR. HUGH MACKAY: I rise to congratulate the Peggy’s Cove Area Festival of
the Arts for a successful event earlier this summer. This coastal festival is a celebration of
artistic talent in the beautiful St. Margaret’s Bay area. The festival, while featuring Peggy’s
Cove, includes coastal locations all around St. Margaret’s Bay, from Prospect to Hubbards
to the Aspotogan Peninsula. The festival is a celebration of the talent drawn to this area,
where artists derive rich inspiration.

Two events were the highlights of Festival 2017. The first was a three-day plein air
painting event in Peggy’s Cove; 35 artists set up easels throughout the village and created
amazing works of art featuring the harbour and the iconic lighthouse. The second event
was the studio tour, where over 60 studio artists and galleries welcomed visitors through
their doors. This was an opportunity to meet and interact with painters, potters, sculptors,
and jewellers.

| ask the members of the Legislature to join me in congratulating the Peggy’s Cove
Area Festival of the Arts, and | encourage everyone to visit the next festival in July 2018.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings North.
VIAL, AVA - TEAM N.S.: CAN. GAMES 2017 - CONGRATS.

MR. JOHN LOHR: I wish to congratulate 15-year-old Ava Vial of Port Williams,
who qualified as a member of Team Nova Scotia at the Canada Games in Winnipeg in
August. Ava has been swimming for nine years with the Wolfville Tritons, four of those
competitively. She is one of four swimmers from the club who qualified to attend. Her
main focus of competition was the breast stroke as well as the individual medley. Ava’s
dedication sees her in the pool six days a week. | am proud to have such a dedicated young
athlete in the constituency of Kings North and wish her well in all her future endeavours.
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MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Preston-Dartmouth with an
introduction.

HON. KEITH COLWELL.: I would like to identify in the east gallery Kyla Pierik,
the business development officer with Perennia. With her today is Francisco Diez in the
Legislature. Francisco has a rich history as an agricultural engineer, experienced in wine-
making, viticulture, vineyard management, and oenology - if I’ve got that right. He has
studied and worked in France, Australia, Spain, Chile, and most recently in north Napa
Valley, California, and now in Nova Scotia. We’re very pleased to have him with us at
Perennia.

Also with him today is his fiancée Neslihan lvit - | hope | pronounced that properly.
She is also a viticulturalist, among many other experiences she has in the wine industry.

I would like to welcome them to Nova Scotia and wish them well in their work as
we work together to develop Nova Scotia’s wine industry. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Hammonds Plains-Lucasville.
HUNT, BRETT: UMPIRE OF THE YEAR - CONGRATS.

MR. BEN JESSOME: I'd like to congratulate Brett Hunt of Hammonds Plains-
Lucasville on being chosen as Baseball Nova Scotia Umpire of the Year. Brett is an
exceptional ballplayer, and chose to become an umpire to help instill the love for the game
in younger players.

Brett finds officiating games rewarding and finds it gives him a different
perspective now when playing himself. Having to make judgment calls and decisions that
aren’t always popular gives him an opportunity to grow both as a young man and as a
player.

Brett will receive the award in recognition of his accomplishments as an umpire at
the Baseball Nova Scotia awards banquet on October 21%,

| ask all members of this House of Assembly to join me in congratulating Brett
Hunt on his award as Junior Umpire of the Year.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Northside-Westmount.
MIRA FERRY COMM. FAIR: VOLS. - CONGRATS.

MR. EDDIE ORRELL.: I rise today to acknowledge the Mira Ferry Community
Fair. On September 23" they celebrated their 85" Anniversary.
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The Mira Ferry Community Fair is the oldest country fair in Cape Breton. Dozens
of people were at MacLeod’s campground on Saturday to celebrate this milestone. Event
chairperson Jane Lewis said that the best part of the fair was community involvement, and
that she hopes the new generation will take up the torch to continue the 85-year event for
many years to come.

| stand here today to congratulate and thank all the volunteers who have spent so
many years making the Mira Ferry Community Fair the great success that it is.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Truro-Bible Hill-Millbrook-Salmon
River.

GUEVARA, CHE: DEATH OF (50" ANNIV.) - LEGACY

MS. LENORE ZANN: Fifty years after the death of Ernesto “Che” Guevara on
October 9, 1967, in the village of La Higuera, Bolivia, countries across Latin America,
social democracies in Europe, and even Bernie Sanders supporters in the U.S. have been
experiencing an awakening rooted in the ideals that Che represented: social, economic, and
global justice; equality for all; and the liberation of the oppressed.

A committed internationalist, Che was born to a middle-class family in Argentina.
Studying to become a doctor, he travelled the Americas, which opened his eyes to the plight
of peasants, the working class, and the poor.

Celebrations in Che’s honour are currently taking place around the world, including
in Ireland, with the release of a new stamp in honour of his legacy - a legacy that has
continued to grow since his CIA-backed murder at the hands of Bolivian dictator René
Barrientos out of fear that a trial would garner sympathy for Che’s cause.

History has proven that what was attempted by his execution was impossible.
Guevara’s ideas live on and his legacy grows as an inspiration for millions who believe in
economic, social, and global justice. Viva la Victoria siempre.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Clayton Park West.

CHEN, KEVIN: TAKO SUSHI AND RAMEN - ACKNOWLEDGE

MS. RAFAH DICOSTANZO: | rise today to recognize Kevin Chen, the owner of
Tako Sushi and Ramen in Clayton Park West.

Tako Sushi and Ramen has been an extraordinary place to eat for the better part of
a decade. This restaurant is enjoyed by many in the community and has become one of the
most popular Japanese cuisine outlets in the city.
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The Coast recently did a feature on the sushi restaurant, in which Kevin and his
staff received endless praise for both their food and hospitality. Not only is the food
amazing but the atmosphere and friendly customer service make this restaurant a staple in
our community. Kevin and his staff also cater many local events.

Kevin has allowed us to learn about and enjoy Japanese culture, and for that we are
forever grateful. | ask that the members of this House of Assembly join me in recognizing
Kevin Chen and all the hard work he and his staff do.

[1:30 p.m.]
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cumberland North.
STEVENS, COLBY - ADEM: FIGHT FOR SERVICES - SUPPORT

MS. ELIZABETH SMITH-MCCROSSIN: | stand today in honour of Colby
Stevens, a strong young man from Pugwash.

Colby is progressing through ADEM - acute disseminated encephalomyelitis - a
condition that affects the white matter of the brain and spinal cord. Colby shows his
strength each day with the help of his family and health care professionals, assisting him
with physiotherapy and exercises designed to help him regain functions of his limbs.

Colby enjoys spending time with his family and friends, especially his brother, who
has always been a role model to him. His parents, Susan and Glen, are fighting for Colby
to receive health care services. Colby is a fighter and he and his family are the meaning of
hope, love and determination. 1 am proud of them all and honoured to be able to support
them in this journey.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Truro-Bible Hill-Millbrook-Salmon
River.

ROBIE STREET DEVELOP.: PHOTO EXHIBIT - AWARENESS

MS. LENORE ZANN: The Chairman of Friends of the Halifax Common, Peggy
Cameron, has mounted an exhibition of photographs of buildings along Robie Street that
are at risk of demolition because of development proposals going before Halifax Regional
Municipal Council.

It’s impossible not to be aware that the population of HRM has been increasing and
that a major consequence is demand for more residential accommodation. At the same time,
it’s fundamental to good land use planning that there be compatibility of existing
neighbourhoods with any new development. Especially on the Halifax Peninsula, we see
many examples of the new development proposals that are not compatible with existing
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neighbourhoods. As a matter of pure economic impact, overbuilding will have a negative
result for the real estate investments of homeowners. This is not a desirable result.

The example of Robie Street illustrates just what may be lost unless effective
oversight and controls are put in place.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings South.
WORLD MENTAL HEALTH DAY: GOV’T. ACTION - PRAISE

MR. KEITH IRVING: Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize World Mental Health Day
and to share with my colleagues some initiatives that will help manage youth mental health
in our province.

Mr. Speaker, the government today announced that $300,000 has been allocated to
the Kids Help Phone to continue services online and by phone. Kids Help Phone in Canada
is a 24-hour bilingual and anonymous phone counselling, web counselling, and referral
service for children and youth.

Meanwhile, $463,000 is dedicated to expanding CaperBase, a youth outreach
program in Cape Breton. This is an excellent program that works with youth, families,
schools and other community partners to create solutions, opportunities and supports that
provide youth with the building blocks to live healthy, fulfilling and productive lives. Early
intervention is important in treating and managing mental illness which is why investing
in youth is a priority for this government.

Mr. Speaker, [ am proud of this government’s accomplishments and I look forward
to working with my colleagues to improve our mental health system and supports.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cape Breton-Richmond.
CELTIC COLOURS FEST.: 21t YEAR - RECOGNIZE

MS. ALANA PAON: Mr. Speaker, The Celtic Colours International Music Festival
is now in its 21% year, with the next three years of festival dates already planned. Celtic
Colours is unique to other music festivals in that it encompasses all of Cape Breton Island
and brings it together as one island community.

This year’s festival began in Sydney this past Friday and will end in the
constituency of Cape Breton-Richmond, with its closing ceremony set for Saturday,
October 14", in Port Hawkesbury.

Mr. Speaker, at Celtic Colours you’ll find some of the world’s finest musicians
sharing the stage with Cape Breton’s best singers, dancers, musicians and storytellers, in
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venues that range from community halls, churches, schools, and theatres. This effort takes
hundreds of volunteers, coordinated by a strong committee of organizers and a dedicated
board of directors.

Mr. Speaker, Nova Scotia and this House of Assembly should take great pride in
calling the Celtic Colours International Music Festival its own, and recognize it as the
beacon that it is of music, culture, artistry, and tourism.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Yarmouth.
WORLD MENTAL HEALTH DAY: IMPORTANCE - RECOGNIZE

HON. ZACH CHURCHILL.: I rise today to recognize World Mental Health Day
and to tell my colleagues about a fantastic program that was recently announced.

Today the Minister of Health and Wellness announced more details of this year’s
$8.6 million additional budget investments in mental health. One of these initiatives
included hiring more specialists for the IWK programs to serve underserviced
communities. We know the need is there and we are working hard to improve access to
mental health services by providing more funding and adding 70 more mental health care
providers across the province.

In the budget $373,000 will be allocated to hire new mental health clinicians to
support children and youth in targeted communities. In addition, $700,000 will increase
access to services delivered by the IWK in rural and underserved areas.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that members of this House join me in recognizing the
importance of mental health.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Colchester-Musquodoboit Valley.
CARROLLS CORNER COMM. CTR: MASTODON TRL. - CONGRATS.

MR. LARRY HARRISON: Mr. Speaker, connecting communities is one thing that
we need in Nova Scotia. The trail systems and community centres are valuable assets to
make this connection happen.

In August, | had the privilege of cutting the red ribbon for the opening of the
Mastodon Trail at the Carrolls Corner Community Centre. This centre and the Mastodon
Trail not only help to keep the community connected and active, but also connects Carrolls
Corner with the Great Trail that runs across Canada.

I wish to commend the efforts, dedication, and spirit of the volunteers with the
Carrolls Corner Community Centre’s Traill Committee and the community on the
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impressive accomplishments that they have been able to bring together over the past couple
of years.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Lunenburg West.
CROSSFIT 902: NEW LOCATION - CONGRATS.

HON. MARK FUREY: I had the pleasure of attending the grand opening of the
new CrossFit 902 this past summer. Owner Joel Holland started his CrossFit gym several
years ago in Bridgewater. He quickly discovered that he had grown out of his location and
looked to expand. The result is an amazing facility with a membership that continues to
grow - | heard, just last evening, in the area of 350 members. Joel and his team offer
individual programming, group classes, and everything in between, making this facility
one that everyone can find success in.

| ask that the members of this House of Assembly join me in congratulating Joel
Holland and his CrossFit 902 team and wishing them continued success as they grow the
business and promote a healthy, active, and fit lifestyle.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Queens-Shelburne.
FOUNDERS’ DAYS FEST.: ORGANIZERS/VOLS. - CONGRATS.

MS. KIM MASLAND: The 31% Annual Founders’ Days Festival was held this past
July. The four-day festival took place on Shelburne’s historic Dock Street and featured
fireworks, yacht races, live entertainment, dancing, and much more.

The festival is a celebration of history and community, and this year it had the
largest-ever 18" Century Loyalist encampment with the Shelburne Re-enactors
Association joined by re-enactors from across Nova Scotia. In addition, the Native Council
of Nova Scotia, Zone 13, staged the Aboriginal village in celebration of Indigenous
cultures.

| would like to congratulate and applaud the organizers and many volunteers
responsible for making this year’s Founders’ Days such a success.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Bedford.
MENARD, MICHELINE: VOLUNTEERISM - ACKNOWLEDGE

HON. KELLY REGAN: Recently, I have been sharing the stories of some of our
super volunteers in Bedford. Micheline Ménard is one of those folks.
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She has been involved with Meals on Wheels for the last seven years, helping the
organization assist people who want to stay independent and remain in their own homes.
Micheline has volunteered for 13 years with the Walk for MS, she also donates her time to
IWK Children’s Hospital where she works at the reception desk, and during the holiday
season she is a gift-wrapper at a local mall, with proceeds going to the IWK.

Micheline also wraps gifts for the Be a Santa to a Senior project, and takes her dog
Cyrus to the Berkeley Seniors Home to visit with residents. She has also been involved
with the Cancer Society, as well as the Last House on the Block Society. At the Carrefour
du Grand-Havre, she was involved with the Sugar Shack, and in 2011 she was part of the
Festivale des Cultures Francophones at the waterfront - she even cared for children while
their parents worked out at the gym.

Mr. Speaker, Micheline Ménard makes a huge contribution to life in Bedford and
Halifax, and | would ask members of this House of Assembly to join me in thanking her
for all her volunteer efforts.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Antigonish.
YANG, DR. LAWRENCE: CAE INDUCT. - CONGRATS.

HON. RANDY DELOREY: The Canadian Academy of Engineering is the national
institution through which Canada’s most distinguished and experienced engineers provide
strategic advice on matters of importance to Canada. Members of the CAE are nominated
and elected by their peers to honorary fellowships in view of their distinguished
achievements and career-long service to the engineering profession.

On June 26, 2017, Dr. Laurence T. Yang was one of 52 new fellows inducted into
the academy. Dr. Yang is a leader in the area of parallel and distributed cloud computing,
embedded and ubiquitous systems, and big data. His pioneering research on cyber-
physical-social system design and data analytic has opened up a new research direction and
has inspired the work of many researchers and made significant impact on society.

Dr. Yang, a professor of computer science at St. F.X. University since 1999, has
also dedicated countless volunteer hours to the Institute of Electrical and Electronics
Engineers through his work on various technical committees, societies, and conferences.
He stands out as a mentor for his students, and | can speak from experience, and also his
colleagues around the world.

| would ask my colleagues to join me in congratulating Dr. Laurence T. Yang on
being named a fellow of the Canadian Academy of Engineering.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Hants East.
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THOMPSON, DOWNEY: WOODLAND CAREER - RECOGNIZE

HON. MARGARET MILLER: Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to tell the House
today about a special and rare individual in my constituency. Downey Thompson grew up
on his family’s mixed farm and woodlot in Nine Mile River. At the age of 10 he began
helping his father in the woods. In 1947, at the age of 15, he left school to go work for
Elmsdale Lumber.

Downey started off cutting logs in the woods and shortly after that he became a log
and trucking contractor for ElImsdale Lumber. In 1970, he became the woodlands manager
and started developing a timber base. In 2004, he became the woodland consultant. | hope
you are adding this up, Mr. Speaker.

Now let’s talk about true passion and dedication. Over the 70 years that Mr.
Thompson has worked for ElImsdale Lumber, he has not taken one day off. He hasn’t taken
a vacation since 1995 and his previous vacations were spent scoping out other Canadian
sawmills. Furthermore, he has no time to retire any time soon.

I would ask this House to please join me in thanking Mr. Downey Thompson for
dedicating 70 years of his life to a local Nova Scotia business.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Citadel-Sable Island.
DURTY NELLY’S SOCCER TEAM: NAT. CHAMPION. WIN - CONGRATS.

HON. LABI KOUSOULIS: Mr. Speaker, a special congratulations - yesterday
western Halifax’s Durty Nelly’s won the National Championship in Senior Mens Soccer.
It is only the second time a men’s team at any age level in this province has won.

I’d like to give a special thank you to Alan Jazic, congratulations to him. They did
it the hard way, Mr. Speaker. They started off with a three-one win over Newfoundland,
two-zero win over defending champions Alberta, two-one win over hometown favourite
British Columbia. They required a tie to make it through to the gold medal game. They
were down one-nothing and Jhonattan Cordoba scored in the 87" minute to tie that game,
and that put Nova Scotia in the final against Manitoba. Against Manitoba in the second
minute, Calum MacRae scored and Christian Oxner stood above his head and recorded the
shutout, clearing two balls off the line, one in the 89" minute to maintain that shutout.

Mr. Speaker, | congratulate all the players on an excellent season.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Clare-Digby.
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DOUCETTE, STACEY/THERIAULT, HAL:
NOUVELLE-FRANCE - RECOGNIZE

MR. GORDON WILSON: Mr. Speaker, | would like to recognize the efforts of
Stacey Doucette and Hal Theriault and their group to preserve the site and the stories of la
Nouvelle-France.

Nouvelle-France was established in back of Weymouth at the end of the 19"
Century when the Stehelin family moved here from France. The family built a fully-
operational mill town, complete with electricity, a train track to Weymouth and even a wine
cellar. It was nicknamed the Electric City by the locals, as it had electricity for some 30
years before any of the surrounding communities.

Unfortunately, the businesses and the community were abandoned when the
demand for wood fell after World War 1. In the last few years, interest in preserving the
site has grown. The group, with the support of the Stehelin family, has collected artifacts
of the site, as well as stories from the descendants of the workers.

The long-term goal of this group is to construct an interpretive centre for visitors,
to improve the trails to la Nouvelle-France and maybe in time, to reconstruct some of the
buildings.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Guysborough-Eastern Shore-
Tracadie.

WORLD MENTAL HEALTH DAY:
SCHOOLSPLUS FUNDING - RECOGNIZE

HON. LLOYD HINES: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recognize World Mental Health
Day. This government committed to hiring more school psychologists and guidance
counsellors and expanding SchoolsPlus, great initiatives that will provide more mental
health support in our schools.

Mr. Speaker, $1.8 million has been dedicated to expanding SchoolsPlus into 68
more schools across Nova Scotia. SchoolsPlus is a collaborative inter-agency approach,
supporting the whole child and their family, with the school as the centre of service
delivery. In addition, $1.4 million has been allocated to hire more school psychologists and
speech language pathologists, while $192,000 will be used to hire two guidance counsellors
and a social worker in the Cape Breton-Victoria Regional School Board. These investments
will make it easier for young people and their families to get the services they need,
especially at school.
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Mr. Speaker, youth and their mental health are important to this government. | am
looking forward to seeing how these additional supports will improve our kids’ mental
health in schools.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou West.
WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH: MLAs - SUPPORT

MS. KARLA MACFARLANE: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recognize October as
Women’s History Month. Women have made great strides and have come so far in closing
the gap in gender equality. The fact is clear with the election of 17 women to the House of
Assembly. However, there is still a lot of work to be accomplished in areas of wages and
non-traditional occupations.

Whoever said women cannot be firefighters, long-haul truck drivers, miners,
electricians or politicians? | stand here and encourage all women to live their dreams.

Mr. Speaker, in honour of Women'’s History Month, [ would ask members to attend
functions in their constituencies that show support for equality.

[1:30 p.m.]
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Armdale.
ENGAGE NS: SHARE THANKGIVING INITIATIVE - THANK

HON. LENA DIAB: Yesterday evening, | had the pleasure of participating in
Engage Nova Scotia’s Share Thanksgiving Initiative.

Each year, Engage Nova Scotia puts out a call for hosts: Nova Scotians who are
willing to open their homes to others, break bread, and share the warmth and traditions of
the Canadian Thanksgiving. Host families are paired with international students and
newcomers and they gather together over the long weekend to eat, talk, and share.

This year, | partnered with Halifax Member of Parliament Andy Filmore and we
shared a true Thanksgiving feast. We welcomed two newcomer families: the Sabahs from
Irag, and the Balhous from Syria. With delicious turkey, potatoes, cranberry sauce, and
plenty of veggies, it was a truly wonderful meal with inspiring conversation.

| want to thank Andy and his team, my staff, the Engage Nova Scotia project lead
Elizabeth Randall, and all of our guests for making it a truly unforgettable evening.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Timberlea-Prospect.
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TERENCE BAY SCHOOL.:
ANNUAL THANKSGIVING DINNER - THANK

HON. IAIN RANKIN: I would like to congratulate the Terence Bay School
Community on their long-held and much-loved tradition of hosting an annual
Thanksgiving dinner. Each year, as the leaves turn colour, the halls of Terence Bay
Elementary are full of the delicious smells of roasting turkey and apple crisp.

Students, staff, and volunteers create a warm and welcoming environment as they
invite local seniors and public figures to join them in giving thanks and sharing a beautiful
meal together.

Many hands make light work, and | would like to recognize all of the volunteers
that make this a special day.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Fairview-Clayton Park.
THE ANCHOR: STAFF/OWNER - RECOGNIZE

HON. PATRICIA ARAB: I rise today to recognize the staff and ownership of The
Anchor, a newly opened restaurant in Fairview that has already become a popular spot for
food and music in our community.

In a short period of time, The Anchor has been nominated in The Coast Best of
Halifax Awards, for Best Caesar, Best Trivia Night, Best Clayton Park Restaurant, and
Best Restaurant. In addition to being nominated for these awards, Chef Richard Julien has
also been nominated for Best Chef in Halifax, leading The Anchor’s total number of
nominations to an impressive five.

In addition to amazing food, The Anchor also serves as a music and culture hub in
Fairview by hosting weekly Trivia Nights, Karaoke Nights, and various artists who
perform live music, all under the watchful eye of co-owner, and talented musician, Troy
Arsenault.

It’s restaurants like The Anchor that contribute to the cultural vibrancy of our
community, and give residents a place to fine dine in their own backyard. | ask the members
of this House of Assembly to join me in congratulating the staff and ownership at The
Anchor on their accomplishments, and wishing them nothing but success in the future.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Waverley-Fall River-Beaver Bank.
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FOUGERE, KATHY: VOLUNTEER AWARD NOM. - CONGRATS.

MR. BILL HORNE: I rise to congratulate Kathy Fougere, who was nominated by
the Woodbine and Area Seniors’ Group at the Waverley-Fall River-Beaver Bank VVolunteer
of the Year Awards.

Kathy has been a director of Meals for Seniors at the Woodbine Community Hall
for the past 15 years, and the director of the Social Cards group for Seniors for ten years.
From September to May, Kathy feeds 60 to 120 people weekly on a pay-what-you-can
basis, ensuring that no one goes hungry, and giving a sense of dignity to many who would
be unable eat out at all. She provides a healthy meal in a clean and welcoming setting and
provides a safe social outlet to area seniors. Kathy has also been active raising funds for
Dakota, a service dog, for the past eight months.

| ask that members of the House of Assembly join me in congratulating Kathy
Fougere.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Chester-St. Margaret’s.
HUBBARDS SAILING CLUB: 501" ANNIV. - CONGRATS.

MR. HUGH MACKAY: | rise today to congratulate the Hubbards Sailing Club,
which recently celebrated its 50" Anniversary.

Located in Hubbards Cove, on beautiful St. Margaret’s Bay, the Hubbards Sailing
Club was founded as the Hubbards Yacht Club in 1967 by a group of permanent and part-
time residents of Hubbards.

The goal of the club has always been to provide affordable and accessible youth
recreational sailing programs and youth leadership development programs. Offering
CANSail Programs from Grades 1 to 6, the club averages 135 junior sailors in its summer
program, supported by a staff of six sailing coaches. The club also offers its members
access to a variety of social events and activities throughout the summer season.

On September 17", | joined hundreds of other supporters of the club for a 50"
Anniversary celebration at the Shore Club in Hubbards. It was a memorable night of
lobsters and dancing to Rasta Gumbo. Special recognition goes to Hubbards Sailing Club
alumni and Paralympic sailing gold medalist Paul Tingley for his heartfelt words that
touched everyone in the room.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the members of the Legislature to join me in congratulating the
Hubbards Sailing Club on the occasion of its 50" Anniversary.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Clayton Park West.
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MACINTOSH, MARLEE: PADDLING SUCCESS - RECOGNIZE

MS. RAFAH DICOSTANZO: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recognize Marlee
Maclntosh, a student at Halifax West High School, who recently placed second in the 500-
metre, 2000-age category, at the International Hopes Regatta in the Czech Republic.

Marlee is a prized paddler at the local Maskwa Aquatic Club, which placed first at
nationals for the second year in a row. On top of winning gold, Maskwa can also be
accredited for various medals this past year.

Many athletes represented Canada from the Maskwa Aquatic Club at the most
recent international competition. Other athletes who were successful in their divisions were
Andrew Billard, Nicholas Billard, and Dawson Peachey. | ask that the members of this
House of Assembly join me today in recognizing these young athletes, including Marlee
Maclntosh, and their recent successes in the Cech Republic.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Lunenburg West.
LCLC: AUTISM SWIM PROG. - ACKNOWLEDGE

HON. MARK FUREY: Mr. Speaker, a swim program at the Lunenburg County
Lifestyle Centre designed for children with autism has been a huge success. In a partnership
with the LCLC, the Red Cross, and Autism Nova Scotia, this program has created an
opportunity for children with autism to succeed in the pool. The program coordinators and
instructors have created an atmosphere conducive to the special learning strategies that
would be found in a classroom setting.

I’d like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the staff and program coordinators
of the Lunenburg County Lifestyle Centre for their dedication to ensuring all children have
the opportu