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House of Assembly
Nova Scotia

HALIFAX, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2017
Sixty-third General Assembly
First Session
1:00 P.M.

SPEAKER
Hon. Kevin Murphy

DEPUTY SPEAKERS
Mr. Chuck Porter, Ms. Suzanne Lohnes-Croft

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. We’ll begin the daily routine.

The honourable member for Dartmouth North.

MS. SUSAN LEBLANC: Mr. Speaker, may | make an introduction first?

MR. SPEAKER: Permission granted.

MS. LEBLANC: I"d like to introduce Julien LeBlanc, up here in the west gallery -
no relation. Julien is from Greenpeace, Halifax. He and a number of volunteers have been
working very hard around the issue of glyphosate spraying in Nova Scotia forests, in the

forest industry. They are very concerned.

So I would like to welcome him here and ask the members to join me in that. Thank
you. (Applause)

825
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PRESENTING AND READING PETITIONS

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth North.

MS. SUSAN LEBLANC: Mr. Speaker, | beg leave to table a petition about
glyphosate spraying with the operative clause being: “We ask that the government provide
a clean and safe environment for the residents of Nova Scotia by banning the use of
glyphosate products in the forest industry.”

There are several hundred signatures on this petition and | have affixed my
signature.

MR. SPEAKER: The petition is tabled.

PRESENTING REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Justice.

HON. MARK FUREY: Mr. Speaker, as Chairman of the Committee on Law
Amendments, | am directed to report that the committee has met and considered the
following bills:

Bill No. 8 - Pre-primary Education Act.

Bill No. 10 - Municipal Government Act and Halifax Regional Municipality
Charter.

Bill No. 12 - Boxing Authority Act.

and the committee recommends these bills to the favourable consideration of the House,
each without amendment.

MR. SPEAKER: Ordered that these bills be referred to the Committee of the Whole
House on Bills.

TABLING REPORTS, REGULATIONS AND OTHER PAPERS
STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS
GOVERNMENT NOTICES OF MOTION

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister responsible for the Advisory Council on
the Status of Women Act.
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HON. KELLY REGAN: I beg leave to make an introduction.
MR. SPEAKER: Permission granted.

MS. REGAN: I would like to direct the members’ attention to the east gallery where
we are joined today by a number of significant women in this province. It is a tremendous
honour to introduce the members and team of the Nova Scotia Advisory Council on the
Status of Women. | would ask the women to please stand as we mention your name.

From the council: Michelle Kelly, who is chair of the advisory council and the
incoming chair of the National Coalition of Provincial and Territorial Advisory Councils;
Dr. Felicia Egan; Dr. Louise Carbert; and Maura Ryan. Also joining us today are Mi’kmaw
women leaders: Denise John from the Mi’kmaw Native Friendship Centre, Cheryl
Maloney of the Nova Scotia Native Women’s Association, and Paula Marshall from the
Mi’kmaq Legal Support Network. From the Status of Women team are: Stephanie
Maclnnis-Langley, Pat Gorham, Heather Ternoway, Leslie Poirier McLernon, and Joanne
Bond.

| would ask the members of the House to please give our guests a warm welcome.
(Standing Ovation)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister responsible for the Advisory Council on
the Status of Women Act.

RESOLUTION NO. 314

HON. KELLY REGAN: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas this October is the 40" Anniversary of the Advisory Council on the Status
of Women and Women’s History Month, a time to celebrate women and girls and to
remember how far we’ve come toward gender equality; and

Whereas this year’s Women’s History Month theme, Claim Your Place, sends a
strong message to all women and girls to continue lifting each other up so that everyone
has a chance to reach their full potential and leave their mark on the world; and

Whereas October is also Mi’kmaq History Month, and we are proud to stand with
our Mi’kmaw sisters to support the National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered
Indigenous Women and Girls as they hold community hearings in Nova Scotia later this
month;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of the House of Assembly thank the team
at the Status of Women office, the members of the advisory council, and the province’s
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many women-serving organizations, and wish them success as they continue to have an
important leadership role to advance fairness, equality, and dignity for all women and girls
in Nova Scotia.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Education and Early Childhood Development.

RESOLUTION NO. 315

HON. ZACH CHURCHILL: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day
| shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas every year on October 5", we mark World Teachers’ Day, which
recognizes the hard work, dedication, and service that teachers provide students and their
communities; and

Whereas the theme of this year’s World Teachers’ Day is Teaching in Freedom,
Empowering Teachers, which focuses on empowering teachers to deliver quality
education; and

Whereas in Nova Scotia we have more than 9,000 teachers who support more than
100,000 students each year;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this Legislature recognize today,
October 5", as World Teachers’ Day, and also recognize the committed and important
work that teachers in Nova Scotia provide our students each and every day.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?
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It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.
[1:15 p.m/]

The honourable Minister of Communities, Culture and Heritage on an introduction.

HON. LEO GLAVINE: I would like to draw the members’ attention to the east
gallery, where we have with us members of the Nigerian community in Nova Scotia, and
if they would rise as I introduce them: Ngozi Otti, ljeoma Ejelike, Amarachi Konyeha, and
Ignatius Ifeanyi. This morning, | had the opportunity to meet with them together with the
Minister of Immigration to discuss Nigeria Week, as well as the work that the Association
of Nigerians in Nova Scotia does for the province.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that the House give them a warm welcome. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Immigration.

RESOLUTION NO. 316

HON. LENA DIAB: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day I shall
move the following resolution:

Whereas October 1% to October 7" is Nigeria Week in Nova Scotia, a time to
celebrate the culture of Nigerian Nova Scotians; and

Whereas there has been a significant increase in recent years in the number of
families from Nigeria who have chosen to move to Nova Scotia and call the province their
home; and

Whereas our government has made it a priority to welcome newcomers from
around the globe to Nova Scotia, knowing that immigration is crucial in ensuring we build
a stronger economy, revitalize our communities, and grow our population;

Therefore be it resolved that on behalf of government, | commend the Association
of Nigerians in Nova Scotia for their work in helping us create a more diverse and inclusive
province, and wish all Nova Scotians a happy Nigeria Week.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.
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Is it agreed?
It is agreed.
Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.
The honourable Minister of Justice.
RESOLUTION NO. 317

HON. MARK FUREY: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas six years ago the Serious Incident Response Team, commonly known as
SIRT, was established to provide civilian oversight over the actions of all police officers in
Nova Scotia; and

Whereas its first and only director, Ron MacDonald, developed SiRT from a
concept to the highly effective civilian oversight body that it is today - a model that is
unique in Atlantic Canada and well-respected across the country; and

Whereas Ron MacDonald is retiring after 26 years of public service to Nova
Scotians, having accepted a new position as Chief Civilian Director with the British
Columbia Independent Investigations Office;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House join me in thanking Ron
MacDonald for his astute leadership of SiRT, and congratulate him on his new role.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.

The honourable Leader of the Official Opposition.
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HON. JAMIE BAILLIE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’d like to ask your permission
to begin with an introduction - and before you decide, a number of them are from the
Eastern Shore.

MR. SPEAKER: Permission granted.

MR. BAILLIE: I’d like to draw all members’ attention to your gallery, sir, where
we have a number of members of the Veterans’ Memorial Medical Centre present. Not all
of'them could be here today, but I’m going to recognize each of them. We have the Sergeant
(Ret.) Rollie Lawless; Ms. Valerie Mitchell-Veinotte of the Nova Scotia Nunavut
Command of the Royal Canadian Legion; Lance Corporal Don Landry who, I will add, is
a veteran of the Korean War; Karen Brake, an Able Seaman; Lieutenant Colonel John F.
Harrison; General Jim Bruce; and Sergeant Jessica Miller.

I would like to invite all members to welcome them to our proceedings today.
(Standing Ovation)

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

Bill No. 25 - Entitled an Act Respecting a Walk-in Clinic at the Camp Hill
Veterans’ Memorial Building. (Hon. Jamie Baillie)

Bill No. 26 - Entitled an Act to Establish an Environmental Bill of Rights. (Ms.
Lenore Zann)

Bill No. 27 - Entitled an Act Respecting the Unauthorized Distribution of
Intimate Images and Protection Against Cyber-bullying. (Hon. Mark Furey)

Bill No. 28 - Entitled an Act Respecting Clean Air. (Ms. Karla MacFarlane)

Bill No. 29 - Entitled an Act to Amend Chapter 32 of the Acts of 2015. The
Marine Renewable-energy Act. (Hon. Geoff MacLellan)

Bill No. 30 - Entitled an Act Respecting the Roman Catholic Archdiocesan
Corporation of Halifax-Yarmouth and the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Halifax-
Yarmouth. (Hon. Lena Diab, as a private member)

MR. SPEAKER: Ordered that these bills be read a second time on a future day.

NOTICES OF MOTION

STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Argyle-Barrington.
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WEST PUBNICO: LT. GOV.’S COMMUN. SPIRIT AWARD - CONGRATS.

HON. CHRISTOPHER D’ENTREMONT: The Lieutenant Governor’s
Community Spirit Award celebrates the power, strength, and diversity of vibrant
communities across Nova Scotia. This award gives us a chance to thank those who go
above and beyond, to make their communities a special place to live.

This year, the community of West Pubnico, my hometown, will accept this award
for their exemplary civic and community spirit. Known for its vibrant Acadian heritage,
strong citizen involvement, and a flair for innovation, the residents of West Pubnico are all
responsible for creating this wonderful place that they call home.

Please join me in congratulating the community of West Pubnico on earning this
well-deserved award.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Chebucto.
CLARKE, DIANE: MUSQUODOBOIT HS MUSIC PROGS. - RECOGNIZE

MR. GARY BURRILL: It’s a warm privilege on World Teachers’ Day for me to
recognize Diane Clarke, the music and band teacher at Musquodoboit Rural High School
in Middle Musquodoboit.

For over two decades, Ms. Clarke has led one of the most vigorous and compelling
music programs in Nova Scotia, despite the very small size of that Grade 7-12 school, and
together with the community, she has led the production of biannual musicals which are
cultural centrepieces of the Musquodoboit Valley. If a person were to write about how one
person, devoting themselves to a community or region, can singlehandedly lift that
community up, Diane Clarke would be an ideal subject for such an essay.

I am one of many parents of children raised in the Musquodoboit Valley whose
mind rang with a sense of alarm when the government spoke disparagingly and repeatedly
of the commitment of teachers in the province, and thought about the particular
contribution that was being made by teachers like Diane Clarke, because of course the very
opposite is true. I am part of one of the many families who stand in great debt before the
commitment and . . .

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. The time for the member’s statement has expired.

The honourable member for Halifax Citadel-Sable Island.

HON. LABI KOUSOULIS: Mr. Speaker, | beg leave to make an introduction.

MR. SPEAKER: Permission granted.
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MR. KOUSOULIS: In the east gallery, I am joined by my wife, Jill Chisholm, and
our baby, Alexandra Marina Kousoulis, on her first birthday. (Standing Ovation)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Yarmouth.
SHAY, RYAN: CAN. GAMES MEDAL - CONGRATS.

HON. ZACH CHURCHILL: I"d like to take a moment to recognize Yarmouth’s
Ryan Shay. Ryan competed at this summer’s Canada Games in Winnipeg, and he won
Nova Scotia’s first medal of the games: a silver medal in para-discus after throwing 11 and
55 metres. Ryan also placed fourth in the shotput event, just shy of a bronze medal.

Ryan founded Shay’s Opportunities for Disabled Youth, a summer camp where
kids with disabilities can try sports, with the mission of helping shed light on opportunities
for youth with disabilities, building connections, getting people active, and teaching
valuable life lessons. Ryan is an inspiration to many and a great source of pride to his
family, friends, community, province, and beyond.

| ask this House to join me in congratulating him on his silver Canada Games medal
and in recognizing him for his strength, perseverance, and inspirational dedication to
others.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sydney River-Mira-Louisbourg.

PORT MORIEN RCL (BR. 55): ANNIV. (80™") - ACKNOWLEDGE

HON. ALFIE MACLEOD: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to acknowledge Royal
Canadian Legion Branch 55 in Port Morien for reaching a milestone of considerable

significance. This year marks its 80" Anniversary.

Their charter was received from the Dominion Executive Council on September
27,1937. At the time, Canada was emerging from the Great Depression. To commemorate
the anniversary, the Legion’s honours and awards committee recently held a barbecue to
honour its members and its community.

| stand here today to congratulate Royal Canadian Legion Branch 55 on this
important milestone and to thank everyone for their help and support.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth South.
SUTHERLAND, CARLY: DEDICATION - THANK

MS. CLAUDIA CHENDER: I rise today to mark World Teachers’ Day. As last
night’s Law Amendments Committee is fresh in my mind, | want to mention Carly
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Sutherland, who presented there last night. Carly is a learning centre teacher in the Halifax
Regional School Board. She’s also the mother of a wonderful son with autism.

Carly spoke to us last night with heartbreaking clarity about how stretched our
education system is and how poorly it serves students with diverse needs. As a teacher and
a parent, Carly understands our education system better than most. Despite constraints,
Carly goes to work each day to serve our students - the ones who need the most help. When
the workday is done, she advocates for proper supports for her own son, and as a military
spouse, she’s often doing it quite literally on her own.

| ask the House to join me in thanking Carly Sutherland and all the teachers in this
province for their hard work, dedication, and perseverance in the face of challenge.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Lunenburg West.
MACKINNON, ANGELA: COMMUN. DEDICATION - ACKNOWLEDGE

HON. MARK FUREY: Mr. Speaker, the MacKinnon Dance group and the student
council of Bridgewater Junior-Senior High School, under the instruction and guidance of
teacher and instructor Angela MacKinnon, held the 9" Annual Fashion for Our Future
fashion show in late June. This show is in support of the Health Services Foundation of the
South Shore and raised $2,300 at this year’s event, making their nine-year total in excess
of $10,000.

This well-organized and well-attended event showcases the ability of our youth and
young adults to organize and make a real difference in their community. | ask members of
this House of Assembly to join me in congratulating the organizing committee and the
student models and dancers for putting such a successful event together. I’d also like to
acknowledge Angela MacKinnon for her continued dedication to her students and her
community.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou Centre.
PICTOU CO.: GEORGE “BABE” RUTH - VISIT

HON. PAT DUNN: In July 1936, George “Babe” Ruth, 41 years of age,
unemployed and pudgy, came to Pictou County. He was known as the Sultan of Swat, or
the Bambino. Ruth was a Major League baseball pitcher and outfielder who played for 22
seasons, from 1914 to 1935. He played with three different teams, Red Sox, Yankees and
the Boston Braves.

Ruth attended an exhibition baseball game between the Westville Miners and
Liverpool. He proceeded to take his place at the plate and hit several balls while 2,000 fans
watched. On July 8" Babe Ruth attended the 3™ annual Lobster Fisheries Carnival in
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Pictou. He also spent a few days fishing on Cape Breton lakes prior to his return to the
United States.

[1:30 p.m.]
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Needham.
SMITH, WADE HOLLY: EXTRAORDINARY CONTRIBUTIONS - HONOUR

MS. LISA ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, in honour of World Teachers’ Day I would
like to remember a beloved and admired member of the African Nova Scotian community,
Wade Holly Smith, who passed away on June 2", He lived in Halifax Needham. A devoted
husband to wife Sherry Jackson-Smith, loving father to Jaydan and Jaxson and brother of
RCMP Sergeant Craig Smith. Wade was a mentor, teacher and principal for more than 25
years, serving Weymouth Consolidated, Cole Harbour, Sackville, Sir John A., St. Pats,
Halifax West, Highland Park Junior High and, of course, Citadel High School.

Mr. Smith received the 2017 Sport Nova Scotia Chair Award for an extraordinary
contribution to sport in the province. He said that giving back was not a choice, it was an
obligation.

| would like all members of this House to join me in honouring Mr. Smith’s
significant impact on the young people of our province.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Colchester North.

MACEACHERN, LAUCHIE/JOLENE:
ATLANTIC OUTSTANDING YOUNG FARMERS - CONGRATS.

HON. KAREN CASEY: Mr. Speaker, Lauchie and Jolene MacEachern of Folly
River Farms in Debert, Colchester North, worked on the Eisses family farm for seven years
to learn the operation. In 2013 they took ownership, introduced new technology, invested
in infrastructure, improved the quality of their forage and increased production by 20 per
cent.

By maximizing animal health and nutrition programs and carefully managing debt,
they realized an increase in revenue every year. The couple have three children under 10
but they still make time to act as 4-H volunteers, coach minor hockey, serve in executive
roles with the local pre-school and School Advisory Committee.

The MacEacherns have won the title of Atlantic Outstanding Young Farmers. The
judges were very impressed with the unorthodox succession planning process used by the
couple with no family farm to take over.
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The MacEacherns are one of seven regional finalists who will attend Canada’s
outstanding national event on November 29" to December 3 in Penticton, B.C.

| ask members of the House to join me in congratulating the MacEacherns on their
accomplishments.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth East.
MACKENZIE, RALPH: WORLD TEACHERS’ DAY - THANK

MR. TIM HALMAN: Mr. Speaker, I rise today on World Teachers’ Day to
recognize Dartmouth East resident Ralph MacKenzie for his outstanding teaching career
and his generous volunteering and dedication to his community. After retiring from
teaching, Ralph became a full-time volunteer. When he isn’t serving food at Margaret’s
House, he is handing out food at the food bank. Other times he can be found driving the
Dartmouth North community van which he helped purchase as a board member of the
Public Good Society. He can be found volunteering across the city and always with a smile
on his face.

Ralph’s dedication and commitment to improving the lives of those in his
community is second to none. | admire and thank Ralph MacKenzie for the countless ways
he positively contributes to the community. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth North.
ZINCK, DAVID: WORLD TEACHERS’ DAY - THANK

MS. SUSAN LEBLANC: Today, on World Teachers’ Day, I rise to acknowledge
David Zinck, a teacher and friend at Dartmouth High School, who especially recently has
been no stranger to this House. During my years organizing Nova Scotia’s High School
Drama Festival | had the opportunity to see David in action, inspiring and motivating his
students to excel and express themselves both creatively and academically as he corralled
hundreds of them over the years across the bridge to participate in the province-wide
celebration of high school theatre.

During work-to-rule David was relentless in his fight for decent classroom
conditions, walking down to the school’s Liberal MLA’s office every day to convey the
severity of the situation. His tenacity and dedication came through even more when, well
before an election was called, he began joining me on doorsteps in Dartmouth North to
relay the concern of students and teachers to residents.

Today | want to thank David for his immense contributions to the lives of the people
in Dartmouth North. He is an inspiration to students, parents, activists and politicians alike.
Thank you.
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MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Antigonish.

MADD ANTIGONISH CHAPT. BURSARY - MACPHERSON, GEMMA:
INAUGURAL RECIP. - CONGRATS.

HON. RANDY DELOREY: The MADD Antigonish Chapter Bursary was created
in 2017 in memory of Inspector Tony Perry. Tony was a dedicated member of the MADD
Antigonish Chapter, in addition to serving as RCMP Staff Sergeant in Antigonish from
2005 to 2016. He was a reliable ear to listen when someone needed advice, and he was
more than willing to lend a helping hand or connect with community partners to help the
chapter succeed in its mission. In honour and recognition of the kind of man Tony was, the
bursary is awarded to a student who demonstrates good character, promise of leadership,
and strong commitment to service in our community. Gemma MacPherson, a recent
graduate of Dr. John Hugh Gillis Regional High School, was recognized by MADD and
the Perry family as embodying all of the aforementioned traits as the bursary’s inaugural
recipient. Gemma will be using the bursary to support her pursuit of a Bachelor of Arts in
science and health at St. Francis Xavier University, which began this Fall. | would ask my
colleagues to join me in congratulating Gemma MacPherson as the inaugural recipient of
the MADD Antigonish Chapter bursary.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sackville-Beaver Bank.
ACKER, DON/LINDA: COMMUN. VOLUNTEERS - THANK

MR. BRAD JOHNS: Today | rise to congratulate Don and Linda Acker on being
named Halifax heroes in the Metro newspaper, for their many years of outstanding
volunteer service. Don and Linda have helped to maintain the grass at the Sackville Acadia
Park, as well as being committed to all sports for all Canadians. They are heavily involved
with Special Olympics, and Don has volunteered at the local NSSAF track and field meets
as well as provincial, for over 15 to 20 years. In addition, Don has volunteered for years
with the Legion National Youth Track Competitions. Along with her passions for
promoting sports, Linda finds time to make dresses for young girl