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House of Assembly
Nova Scotia

HALIFAX, WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2017
Sixty-third General Assembly
First Session
1:00 P.M.

SPEAKER
Hon. Kevin Murphy

DEPUTY SPEAKERS
Mr. Chuck Porter, Ms. Suzanne Lohnes-Croft
MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. Before we begin the daily routine, the topic for late
debate tonight is:
Therefore be it resolved that the family doctor shortage in our province is causing
real hardship for thousands of Nova Scotians and the Liberal Government’s actions are

making the crisis worse.

Submitted by the honourable member for Sydney River-Mira-Louisbourg, at the
moment of interruption tonight.

PRESENTING AND READING PETITIONS
PRESENTING REPORTS OF COMMITTEES
TABLING REPORTS, REGULATIONS AND OTHER PAPERS

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS

729
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES OF MOTION
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Justice.
RESOLUTION NO. 302

HON. MARK FUREY: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas RCMP Constable Robert Kavanaugh of the Eastern Corridor Traffic
Services, was awarded the 2017 MADD Canada Terry Ryan Memorial Award at a
ceremony last month; and

Whereas Constable Kavanaugh was praised for his relentless efforts in reducing
impaired driving throughout the province; and

Whereas he takes every opportunity possible to share his knowledge with other
RCMP members and organizations, as well as training officers and being a go-to source of
information on impaired driving;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of the House join me in congratulating
Constable Kavanaugh and thank him for the work he’s doing to make our province a safer
place.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Community Services.

RESOLUTION NO. 303

HON. KELLY REGAN: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:
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Whereas in September, government proclaimed Nova Scotia’s first Accessibility
Act, putting a process in place to establish and meet standards of accessibility and to
remove and prevent barriers for persons with disabilities; and

Whereas the Community ACCESS-Ability Program offers grants to help local
community groups make their organizations more accessible to the people they serve; and

Whereas everyone has a role in making our province more accessible, and the
grants will help community groups make accessibility-related capital improvements, such
as renovations to entrances, doorways, and washrooms;

Therefore be it resolved that the members of the House of Assembly congratulate
the Community ACCESS-Ability Program grant recipients and wish them success as they
upgrade their spaces to make them more inclusive, welcoming, and fulfilling for all Nova
Scotians.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Immigration.

HON. LENA DIAB: Mr. Speaker, | beg leave to make an introduction.

MR. SPEAKER: Permission granted.

MS. DIAB: I"d like to draw everyone’s attention to the east gallery, where we have
with us this afternoon Mme. Greta Murtagh, a Nova Scotia French language champion.
Greta was born in Croatia and immigrated to Nova Scotia at the young age of 19. Her
passion and support for French second language education is well documented for over 50
years. From her first job in Sydney, Nova Scotia, in 1960 to being the French teacher at St.
Patrick’s High School, where she was my own teacher, to supervisor and co-initiator of the
French Immersion Program with the HRSB, principal of Ecole Beaufort, president of the
Canadian Association of Immersion Teachers, a member of the board of governors of
Université Sainte-Anne, and so much more.
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I ask Greta to please rise. She is accompanied today by her daughter, Ruth. I’d ask
everyone to give them the warm applause of the House. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Acadian Affairs and Francophonie.
RESOLUTION NO. 304

HON. LENA DIAB: Monsieur le President, a une date ultérieure, je demanderai
I’adoption de la motion suivante :

Attendu que le 30 septembre, j’ai eu ’honneur de me joindre a la section de la
Nouvelle-Ecosse de Canadian Parents for French qui marquait 40 ans de promotion du
francais comme langue seconde dans notre province; et

Attendu que les efforts soutenus de Canadian Parents for French sont essentiels
dans le travail avec le gouvernement, les organismes d’enseignants, les parents et d’autres
groupes pour garantir un soutien a I’éducation en frangais langue seconde; et

Attendu que Mme. Greta Murtagh a recu cette année le prix de la Championne du
francais langue seconde pour sa passion et pour son soutien a 1’égard de 1’éducation en
francais langue seconde depuis le milieu des années 60;

Par conséquent, il est résolu que les députés de 1’ Assemblée législative se joignent
a moi pour féliciter tous les membres de Canadian Parents for French a 1’occasion du 40°
anniversaire de leur organisme, et pour féliciter tout particulierement Mme. Greta Murtagh
pour 50 ans de dévouement et de soutien a I’endroit de I’éducation en frangais langue
seconde en Nouvelle-Ecosse.

Monsieur le President, je demande 1’adoption de cette motion sans préavis et sans
débat.

Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day | shall move the adoption of
the following resolution:

Whereas on September 30", | was honoured to join the Canadian Parents for French
Nova Scotia branch in celebration of their 40" Anniversary of promoting French as a
second language in our province; and

Whereas the sustained efforts of Canadian Parents for French are essential in
working with government, teacher organizations, parents, and other groups, to ensure
support for French second language education; and
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Whereas this year Mrs. Greta Murtagh received the French Second Language
Champion Award for her passion and support for French second language education since
the 1960s;

Therefore be it resolved that members of the House of Assembly join me in
congratulating all members of Canadian Parents for French for the 40" Anniversary of their
organization, and Mrs. Greta Murtagh in particular for half a century of dedication and
support for French second language education in Nova Scotia.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

Bill No. 24 - Entitled an Act Respecting Canadian Baptists of Atlantic Canada.
(Mr. Hugh MacKay)

MR. SPEAKER: Ordered that this bill be read a second time on a future day.
NOTICES OF MOTION

STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Victoria-The Lakes.

BIG SPRUCE BREWERY/WHITE, JEREMY:
MARINE RESEARCH -SUPPORT ACKNOWLEDGE

MR. KEITH BAIN: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to acknowledge Jeremy White, owner
of Big Spruce Brewery in Nyanza, Cape Breton, not only on his success but also his
collaboration towards conservation of research with the Ocean Tracking Network - the
partnership between brew and sharks may not seen like a likely combination but, in this
case, it’s working.
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Jeremy was approached by the Ocean Tracking Network in February. Big Spruce
committed to donating 50 cents from each purchase of India Pale Ale to Tag! You're It!, a
program to support marine research and conservation efforts. The “collabeeration” hopes
to bring awareness to sharks.

| am pleased to recognize Big Spruce, and ask that all members of this Legislature
join me in congratulating Jeremy White on the launch of his new brew, Tag! You’re It!,
and thank him for his support towards marine research. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Chebucto.

INDIAN FESTIVALS CLUB (N.S.)/INDO-CDN. COMMUN. CTR. SOC.:
INDIA FEST. (6" ANL.) - SUCCESS RECOGNIZE

MR. GARY BURRILL: Mr. Speaker, I’d like to recognize the Indian Festivals Club
of Nova Scotia and the Indo-Canadian Community Centre Society on the success of their
6™ Annual India Fest held at the Halifax Forum earlier this year.

This year 3,000 people in the province attended the festival where they had an
opportunity to experience Indian culture through food, fashion, dance, and music. On top
of serving as an educational tool, the festival also raises money for the construction of an
Indo-Canadian Community Centre here in the city.

I’d like to congratulate the Indian Festivals Club, the Indo-Canadian Community
Centre Society, and all volunteers connected with them, on hosting another successful India
Fest, and wish them well as they continue to work towards building their community centre
for the benefit of the Indo-Canadian community and all the people of the province. Thank
you.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Armdale.
DE JONGE, MARK: CANOEING ACHIEVEMENTS - SUCCESS WISH

HON. LENA DIAB: Mr. Speaker, it’s an honour to publicly recognize an
exceptional Nova Scotian and a constituent of Halifax Armdale, Mark de Jonge.

Mark represented Canada at the 2012 London Summer Olympics and won a bronze
medal in the K1 200-metre sprint. Mark also competed in the 2016 Rio de Janeiro Olympic
Games and has placed first in two world championships.

This year Mark won Male Individual Athlete of the Year in Canoe/Kayak at the
2017 Support4Sport awards. Winners were chosen not only for their athletic performance
but past successes, obstacles, competitors, and other considerations. | was very glad to have
been able to attend this year’s award ceremony and take part in congratulating some of our
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amazing athletes. | was also delighted to see quite recently on CBC Nova Scotia that Mark
was named number 14 on their Top 15 Nova Scotia athletes of all time.

That is an incredible honour and I ask all to join me in wishing him good health and
continued success.

[1:15 p.m/]
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cape Breton-Richmond.

MACAULAY, ELLIE: BASEBALL CANADA GIRLS CAMP (CUBA)
- BEST WISHES

MS. ALANA PAON: | would like to congratulate a young lady from the
community of St. Peter’s. Her name is Ellie MacAulay, and she’s 15 years old. Ellie has
been a member of the under-16 female high performance baseball team for Nova Scotia
since she was 13 years old. Recently, she has been invited to attend the 2018 Baseball
Canada Girls Camp in Cuba. This camp is a wonderful opportunity to help Ellie reach her
goal of becoming a member of the Canadian women’s team. This is a great experience for
one of our local youth, and it is wonderful to see the support she has received from her
local community. Good luck, Ellie!

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Timberlea-Prospect.

TIMBERLEA-PROSPECT:
KINGSMERE COURT ST. PARTY (201" ANNIV.) - BEST WISHES

HON. IAIN RANKIN: I would like to recognize the residents of Kingsmere Court
in the heart of Timberlea. For the past 20 years, residents have come together to celebrate
high days and holidays. July 1, 2017, marked the 20" Anniversary of their Canada Day
street party. Alex Maclsaac was one of the original organizers, and he still plays a lead role
alongside Linda Kay, who dedicates considerable time and energy to ensuring that
everyone has fun. This year’s event went from morning till night with children’s activities,
a pool party, a potluck supper, and a special slide show. Residents celebrated, wearing
commemorative T-shirts, Kingsmere 20/Canada 150. | would like the members of the
House to join me in wishing all residents of Kingsmere Court the very best as they head
toward their next big community gathering.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Argyle-Barrington.



736 ASSEMBLY DEBATES WED., OCT. 4, 2017

WEDGEPORT TRAIL COMM.:
NATURE TRAIL/STARLIGHT PLATFORM - CONGRATS.

HON. CHRISTOPHER D’ENTREMONT: I rise to congratulate the members of
the Wedgeport Trail Committee on the grand opening of the Wedgeport Nature Trail and
Starlight Platform on September 23", Located along the Yarmouth and Acadian shores,
the trail offers five kilometres of barrier beach ponds, the Tusket River estuary, and a mix
of wooded and coastal marshes. The platform area will serve as a picnic area during
daylight hours and a starlight gazing platform at night. The trail will become a great asset
not only to the tourism industry but also to the community, lining up with the
municipality’s active living plan to encourage people to become more active. This project
was made possible by contributions from all three levels of government and, most
importantly, through the hard work and dedication of the volunteers of the Wedgeport Trail
Committee. | ask the members of the Legislature to join me in congratulating the
Wedgeport Trail Committee on a job well done.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Truro-Bible Hill-Millbrook-Salmon
River.

COL. CO. HIGHLAND GAMES & GATHERING:
FINNEY, LINDA/JJAMES — CONGRATS.

MS. LENORE ZANN: | would like to congratulate Linda and James Finney, the
organizers of the first Colchester County Highland Games and Gathering, which was held
in Millbrook this summer and proved a great success. Over 1,000 people attended this first
event to enjoy the sights and sounds, and the plans for next year’s festivities are under way.
Scottish tribal band Clann An Drumma are already booked for next year. They were huge
successes, and they were the headline performers and extremely popular with the crowd -
and great guys, | have to say. It was their first visit to Canada, and they fell in love with
Nova Scotia. They even got to perform on the Ship Hector. It was their first visit, and
they’ll come again. Events included pipe bands, highland dancing, heavyweight
competitions, historical re-enactments, a tactical assault display, tug of war, clan tents,
food, and crafts. A new tartan was unveiled called the Colchester tartan, and the County of
Colchester purchased the first kilt made from that tartan, a very proud moment for our
community.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Waverley-Fall River-Beaver Bank.

O’HALLORAN, KEVIN: WAVERLEY COMMUN.
VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR - CONGRATS.

MR. BILL HORNE: I'm very pleased to announce that Kevin O’Halloran of
Waverley was chosen as this year’s adult Volunteer of the Year at the 14" Annual
Waverley-Fall River-Beaver Bank Volunteer Awards. Kevin, a member of the Waverley



WED., OCT. 4, 2017 ASSEMBLY DEBATES 737

Community Association since 2009, has served as Chair, Vice-Chair, community concert
series Chair, and the village green development project manager. Kevin has revived and
restructured the organization’s role, written grant applications, organized numerous
community projects, and performed many other tasks for the Waverley Community
Association. Beyond his work with the community association, Kevin also volunteered
with the Frame Subdivision Homeowners Association, the Waverley Volunteer Fire
Department, Skills Canada, and Waverley Gold Rush Days. | would ask the members of
this House of Assembly to please join me in congratulating Kevin and thanking him for all
his community work.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sydney River-Mira-Louisbourg.
GABARUS VOL. FIRE DEPT.: ANNIV. (501") - CONGRATS.

HON. ALFIE MACLEQOD: I rise today to acknowledge one of our volunteer fire
departments. The Gabarus Volunteer Fire Department recently celebrated its 50™
Anniversary. CBRM has 33 volunteer fire departments, 16 of which serve Sydney River-
Mira-Louisbourg. Volunteer fire departments provide a very important service in our small
communities and the volunteers give tirelessly of their time to keep these small departments
viable.

| stand here today to congratulate the past and current members of the Gabarus
Volunteer Fire Department on their 50" Anniversary and to thank them for their dedication
to this department and to the community of Gabarus.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth South.
DARTMOUTH: MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORTS - LACK OF

MS. CLAUDIA CHENDER: Mr. Speaker, | rise today in recognition of Mental
Health Week. In particular I’d like to draw attention to the lack of mental health supports
in my own community of Dartmouth South and indeed in all of Dartmouth.

For some time now - it just came to my attention this morning - the Dartmouth
General Hospital has not had any in-patient acute mental health care. Those services are
consolidated for the Capital District at the QEIL I recognize that it’s important to have
some consolidation of service in our main hospitals, Mr. Speaker. I also think it’s important
for community hospitals to be able to treat the people who turn to them for care. This is
especially true for ours, which serves over 100,000, many of whom have poor social
determinants of health which often result in a higher incidence of mental health issues.

Right now, Mr. Speaker, someone who presents with an acute mental health issue
at the Dartmouth General emergency room must be medically cleared and then wait until
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there is space at the QEII for a bed. They cannot get a consult and too often they end up
released with community follow-up, due to lack of space when they ought to be admitted.

It’s a shame, Mr. Speaker, that we are not taking care of the mental health needs of
the people in Dartmouth.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Atlantic.
HERRING COVE DAYS: SUCCESS - THANKS

MR. BRENDAN MAGUIRE: Mr. Speaker, on Sunday, September 17", volunteers,
community groups and businesses came together to host Herring Cove Days at the Herring
Cove Fire Department. Over 400 people came out to enjoy the barbecue, music, bouncy
castle and kids’ games at the festival. This was a great chance for everyone to meet their
neighbours and spend a fun-filled day with their families. Through the generous
sponsorship of local businesses, this was a free event and open to everyone.

Mr. Speaker, I’d like to recognize Jill Hann, Matt Conrad, Katherine Morrison,
Heidi Musolino, Sheri Hendsbee, Lori Hennessey, and the Munden family for all their hard
work in making this event happen. | would also ask the members of the House of Assembly
to join me in thanking all the businesses and volunteers that made this event possible and
| look forward to working with them again next year to host our second annual Herring
Cove Days.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou Centre.
THOMPSON-MACKAY, DYLAN: WOODEN PENS - SUCCESS

HON. PAT DUNN: Mr. Speaker, a young Pictou County entrepreneur is having
fun with his latest idea. Dylan Thompson-Mackay enjoys making handcrafted wooden
pens. To his pleasant surprise, Dylan is witnessing an incredible demand for his unique
product. The one-of-a-kind pens are made from local and exotic hardwoods. His goal is to
establish a social enterprise that will create revenue while addressing social issues and
creating positive community change. Thompson-Mackay would like to eventually share a
percentage of his sales with different non-profit organizations.

We would like to wish Dylan great success in all his future endeavours.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth North.

DARTMOUTH CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTRE - ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

MS. SUSAN LEBLANC: Mr. Speaker, this week is also National Family Week
and this year’s theme is “The Power to Play”. To that end I would like to recognize the
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work of the Dartmouth Child Development Centre, which has been at the heart of playing
for my family for several years and for many other lucky Dartmouth North families.

DCDC, as it is known, was founded in 1979 and took up its current location and
name in 2007. It is a provincially funded, not-for-profit daycare that serves children up to
five. It’s slogan is, “cultivating wonder” and it is truly a place where kids and educators
daily discover and develop a sense of wonder in their surroundings.

The centre boasts a huge carpeted area, gym area and three wonderful outdoor play
spaces where kids can play in the dirt, sand, and water. In our house a sign of a good day
at daycare is when the kids come home with dirt under their fingernails and they are ready
to go to bed by 7:30 p.m. because of a day of playing. Under the guidance of director Lisa
Davies, the centre is a warm and welcoming place focused on inclusion and on celebrating
the diversity of the families that are part of the Dartmouth North community.

I’d like to ask the members of this House to join me in acknowledging the fine work
taking place at DCDC by the ECEs and all the staff who wonderfully care for the children
there.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Fairview-Clayton Park.
BLUECHARDT, DR. MARY: NEW MSVU ROLES - RECOGNITION

HON. PATRICIA ARAB: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recognize Dr. Mary
Bluechardt as she begins her new role as President and Vice-Chancellor of Mount Saint
Vincent University. Dr. Bluechardt has 25 years of experience in the post-secondary sector
with her most recent title being the Vice-President of the Grenfell Campus of Memorial
University in Newfoundland and Labrador.

With a resumé which proves she is more than qualified for the job, Dr. Bluechardt,
a Ph.D. in exercise science and health promotion from the University of Toronto, before
becoming the Dean of the School of Human Kinetics at Memorial University. Outside the
academic world Dr. Bluechardt served as the National Director of Coach Development for
Special Olympics Canada for five years. Dr. Bluechardt is seen as a strong leader who
implements various programs that provide students of all backgrounds with the tools to
succeed, as well as a multitude of resources to boost student morale and learning.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the members of this House of Assembly to join me in
congratulating Dr. Mary Bluechardt on her new position as president and vice-chancellor
of Mount Saint Vincent University, and wish her the best in continuing to create a positive
learning environment. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth East.
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MR. TIM HALMAN: Mr. Speaker, | beg leave to make an introduction.
MR. SPEAKER: Permission granted.

MR. HALMAN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. In the west gallery, we have Dartmouth
East resident, Matt LeBlanc. Matt has been very involved in our community over the years
organizing Remembrance Day ceremonies, and organizing student votes. So, | would ask
all members of the House to please welcome Matt LeBlanc. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth East.
LEBLANC, PAULA/KEITH: FOSTER PARENTS - COMMEND

MR. TIM HALMAN: Mr. Speaker, | am humbled today to rise to recognize two
amazing members of my community of Dartmouth East.

In the past 18 years, Paula and Keith LeBlanc have fostered 27 children and adopted
two. They have faced their own personal adversities but it has not stopped them from
contributing to their community and province. Providing a stable home for a child in need
is such an amazing thing to have done one time, let alone 29 times.

Besides doing this amazing work, Keith has volunteered with the Dartmouth
Whalers and with his church of Saint Thomas More.

I ask the members of this House to join me in commending Paula and Keith
LeBlanc for their amazing work in fostering and adopting children. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Chester-St. Margaret’s.
EVERETT, QUINN: WEIGHTLIFTING ACCOMP. - CONGRATS.

MR. HUGH MACKAY: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recognize the athletic
accomplishments of Quinn Everett and congratulate this young man on the sporting
honours he has brought to his community and to our province.

Quinn, from Glen Haven in the beautiful riding of Chester-St. Margaret’s, was a
standout on the Sir John A. Macdonald High School and Mount Allison University football
teams. He subsequently played for the Winnipeg Blue Bombers in the CFL.

In 2015, he began focusing on weightlifting. Quinn quickly captured the Nova
Scotia heavyweight championship. In 2016, he first represented Nova Scotia in the
National Weightlifting Championships. He again represented Nova Scotia in the 2017
nationals, finishing fourth in a very strong field. This past weekend, Quinn participated in
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the Nova Scotia weightlifting championships where he set provincial records in the Snatch,
the Clean and Jerk, and the Total Weight Categories.

| ask members of the Legislature to join me in congratulating Quinn Everett and
wishing him well on his journey to join the Canadian National and Olympic Weightlifting
Teams.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou East.
MACGILLIVRAY, JORDYN: CHIPPER FISH FOOD TRUCK - BEST WISHES

MR. TIM HOUSTON: Mr. Speaker, today, | tip m