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House of Assembly
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HALIFAX, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2017
Sixty-third General Assembly
First Session
1:00 P.M.

SPEAKER
Hon. Kevin Murphy

DEPUTY SPEAKER
Mr. Chuck Porter

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. We’ll now begin the daily routine.
PRESENTING AND READING PETITIONS

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Truro-Bible Hill-Millbrook-Salmon
River.

MS. LENORE ZANN: Mr. Speaker, | beg leave to table some petitions from a
number of constituents of Colchester County, with the operative clause reading:

“We oppose the burning of tires for fuel at the Lafarge Brookfield cement plant.
We call upon the Nova Scotia Legislature and the Minister of Environment to reject the

current proposal by Lafarge and ban tire burning in Nova Scotia.”

There are 2,816 signatures in total, of which 635 are on this hard copy, Mr. Speaker,
and | have affixed my signature.

MR. SPEAKER: The petition is tabled.

665
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The honourable member for Clare-Digby.

MR. GORDON WILSON: Mr. Speaker, I beg leave to table a petition on behalf of
the residents. The operative clause is:

“Whereas the residents of Long Island and Brier Island access their homes via
highway 217 and Government ferries at Petit Passage and Grand Passage, we the citizens
of Digby Neck, Long Island and Brier Island ask the Provincial Government to eliminate
the tolls on both Government ferries.”

Mr. Speaker, | have affixed my signature. There are 609 signatures to this.

MR. SPEAKER: The petition is tabled.

PRESENTING REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

TABLING REPORTS, REGULATIONS AND OTHER PAPERS

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS

GOVERNMENT NOTICES OF MOTION

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Health and Wellness.

RESOLUTION NO. 290

HON. RANDY DELOREY: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day
I shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas one in five Canadians is living with mental illness; and

Whereas mental health is important to everyone, which is why we’re always
looking for ways to improve how mental health care is delivered and accessed to Nova
Scotians; and

Whereas October 1% to October 7" is Mental Iliness Awareness Week, which
focuses on raising awareness about mental health illness and promoting conversations
among Canadians so that no one feels alone on the road to recovery;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House recognize October 1% to
October 7! as Mental Iliness Awareness Week, and do what they can to support this cause
and keep the conversation going.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.
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MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Immigration.

HON. LENA DIAB: Mr. Speaker, | beg leave to make an introduction first.

MR. SPEAKER: Permission granted.

MS. DIAB: Mr. Speaker, I’d like to draw everyone’s attention to the east gallery
where we have with us today Mark Bannerman, directeur général de I’office des Affaires
acadiennes et de la francophonie; aussi Melany Close, senior translator; and Sylvain Filion,
traducteur. Both are part of the dedicated team of translators at Communications Nova
Scotia qui fassent un travail essentiel pour que notre gouvernement puisse joindre et servir

la communauté acadienne et francophone de notre province.

They both do something that is very crucial in ensuring that our government can
connect and serve the Acadian and Francophone community of our province.

Mr. Speaker, | ask everyone to please welcome them to the House. (Applause)
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Immigration.
RESOLUTION NO. 291

HON. LENA DIAB: Monsieur le Président, a une date ultérieure, je demanderai
I’adoption de la résolution suivante :

Attendu que 1’Assemblée générale des Nations Unies a adopté a I’unanimité une
résolution reconnaissant le réle de la traduction professionnelle dans 1’union des nations et
dans la promotion de la paix, de la compréhension mutuelle, et du développement; et

Attendu que le 30 septembre a été déclaré Journée mondiale de la traduction des
Nations Unies; et

Attendu que le gouvernement de la Nouvelle-Ecosse compte sur le travail ardu et
sur le dévouement d’une équipe spécialisée de traducteurs professionnels afin d’offrir des
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services gouvernementaux a la communauté acadienne et francophone ainsi qu’a d’autres
communautés linguistiques et aux nouveaux arrivants dans la province;

Par conséquent, il est résolu que les députés de I’ Assemblée 1égislative se joignent
a moi pour remercier tous nos traducteurs et pour souligner I’importance de leur travail qui

nous permet de nous rapprocher des Néo-Ecossais et de mieux les servir.

Monsieur le Président, je demande 1’adoption de cette résolution sans préavis et
sans débat.

Maintenant en anglais - in English now.

| hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following
resolution:

Whereas the United Nations General Assembly unanimously adopted a resolution
recognizing the role of professional translation in connecting nations and fostering peace,
understanding, and development; and

Whereas September 30" was declared United Nations International Translation
Day; and

Whereas the Government of Nova Scotia relies on the hard work and dedication of
a devoted team of professional translators to make government services available to our
Acadian and Francophone communities, but also to other language communities and
newcomers to this province;

Therefore be it resolved that members of the House of Assembly join me in
thanking all of our translators and acknowledge the importance of their work in allowing
us to connect to and better serve Nova Scotians.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Labour and Advanced Education.
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RESOLUTION NO. 292

HON. LABI KOUSOULIS: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day
I shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas October is Canada’s Healthy Workplace Month, a time to celebrate and
increase awareness of the need for a comprehensive approach to workplace health; and

Whereas this month provides an opportunity for us to reaffirm our collective
commitment to help organizations create healthy workplaces with benefits for employees
and themselves; and

Whereas it is my hope that by promoting and celebrating healthy workplaces this
month and throughout the year we can help Nova Scotians improve their physical and

mental well-being and continue the momentum in this province to make workplace health
a priority every day;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House applaud the tremendous
efforts of the many Nova Scotians who have and continue to build and create healthy
workplaces, and encourage all citizens to make and help keep their workplaces healthy.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Education and Early Childhood Development.

RESOLUTION NO. 293

HON. ZACH CHURCHILL: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day
I shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas the Council to Improve Classroom Conditions is composed of nine
teachers, a guidance counsellor, a parent, a student, and co-chaired by the Department of
Education and Early Childhood Development and the Nova Scotia Teachers Union; and
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Whereas the Council to Improve Classroom Conditions is a first for our province
and has already acted to reduce the demands on teachers and improve the learning
conditions for our students; and

Whereas the Council to Improve Classroom Conditions has invested funding that
has brought almost 140 more new teachers into our classrooms;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this Legislature recognize the
important work of the Council to Improve Classroom Conditions and the dedication of its
members - teachers Sean Barker, Mélanie Belliveau, Cheryl Bourque-Wells, Michael
Cosgrove, Jennifer Field, Reagan O’Hara, Kerri Lynn Power, Cheyanne Tolliver, Denise
McKean - guidance counsellor Pamela Doyle, parent Amy MacKinnon, Grade 10 student
Myles Fox, and co-chairs Sandra McKenzie with the Department of Education and Early
Childhood Development, and Joan Ling with the Nova Scotia Teachers Union.

[1:15 p.m.]
Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.
MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.
Is it agreed?
It is agreed.
Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.
INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

Bill No. 19 - Entitled an Act to Amend Various Consumer Protection Statutes.
(Hon. Geoff MacLellan)

Bill No. 20 - Entitled an Act to Amend Chapter 217 of the Revised Statutes of
1989. The Income Tax Act, to Prevent an Increase in Provincial Income Taxes
Payable by Small Businesses as a Result of a Federal Tax Initiative. (Hon. Jamie
Baillie)

Bill No. 21 - Entitled an Act to Amend Chapter 1 of the Acts of 1994-95. The
Environment Act. (Ms. Lenore Zann)

Bill No. 22 - Entitled an Act to Amend Chapter 32 of the Acts of 2014. The
Health Authorities Act. (Ms. Elizabeth Smith-McCrossin)
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Bill No. 23 - Entitled an Act to Amend Chapter 7 of the Acts of 2007. The
Environmental Goals and Sustainable Prosperity Act. (Ms. Kim Masland)

MR. SPEAKER: Ordered that these bills be read a second time on a future day.
NOTICES OF MOTION
STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Colchester North.
MEMBER FOR PRESTON-DARMOUTH: 70t BIRTHDAY - BEST WISHES

HON. KAREN CASEY: I rise today to recognize one of our colleagues, who
celebrates his 70" birthday.

The member for Preston-Dartmouth has been a tremendous asset for this
community for 24 years. In 1993 he began his political career as MLA for Eastern Shore,
and was re-elected in 1998. In 1999, the member was elected to the Halifax Regional
Municipal Council, but soon returned to the world of provincial politics in 2003 as MLA
for Preston.

Mr. Speaker, 20 years of re-election is no easy feat. It is clear that his constituents
appreciate him and trust him to represent their community’s interests.

Serving as Minister of Agriculture and Minister of Fisheries and Aquaculture for
the past four years, he has made long-lasting relationships with many people from these
industries. His commitment to growing Nova Scotia’s economy through these sectors and
his passion for helping people succeed should be applauded.

| ask members of this House of Assembly to join me in thanking the member for
Preston-Dartmouth for his service and in wishing him a very happy 70" birthday. (Standing
Ovation)
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Argyle-Barrington.
SARMU (40" YEAR): SURRETTE-MUISE, JOANNE - TRIBUTE
HON. CHRISTOPHER D'ENTREMONT: SARMU is into its 40" year. The show

began in 1978 at SAR High School, and organizers kept its name over the years even
though the school closed in 2001.
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This year André Surette of Ste. Anne du Ruisseau, a member of the last class who
graduated from SAR, was one of the producers for this reunion. He chose to dedicate the
whole show to Joanne Surette-Muise, who passed away in December 2016.

André was assisted by producers Renette Bourque and Alexa and Lauren
d’Entremont, as well as unofficial producer Karmanda Murphy.

This was a great tribute to the school, and also to our friend Joanne Surette-Muise,
who is still missed today.

Mr. Speaker, thank you for that, and of course, we pass on our best wishes to
SARMU.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Chebucto.
INDIGENOUS HOUSEHOLDS: FOOD SECURITY - UNACCEPTABLE

HON. GARY BURRILL: | rise today to draw attention to the recently-released
First Nations Food, Nutrition and Environment Study. This report shows that across the
Maritimes and Newfoundland and Labrador, 31 per cent of Indigenous households are
food-insecure. This is significantly higher than the rate of food insecurity for the general
population in Nova Scotia, which is still, shamefully, the highest in Canada at 17.3 per
cent.

Nova Scotia has the fastest-rising food bank use in the country, which has increased
by 20 per cent since the present government took power. Households living on reserves
face additional barriers to food security, such as limited access to traditional foods or clean
water.

Ensuring all Nova Scotians have secure access to food must be a top priority, and |
call on all members of the House to join me in recognizing that is unacceptable that almost
one-third of Indigenous households do not.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Lunenburg.

WALDEN VOL. FIRE DEPT.:
CLARENCE & CARROLL DOREY - RECOGNIZE

MS. SUZANNE LOHNES-CROFT: Many fire departments rely on both members
and volunteer firefighters to ensure that the needs of our local fire departments are met. It
is vital that these volunteers are recognized and thanked for their contributions to ensuring
that our communities remain safe.
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I would like to recognize long-time members of the Walden Volunteer Fire
Department, known to many in the Mahone Bay area as the “Dorey Boys.” At ages 89 and
92, Clarence and Carroll Dorey have been members of the Walden Volunteer Fire
Department for more than 25 years.

Mr. Speaker, | would ask that you and all members of this House of Assembly join
me in recognizing Clarence and Carroll Dorey for their long-time membership with the
Walden Volunteer Fire Department and thank them for their contributions to our
community.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cole Harbour-Eastern Passage.
LAYBOLT, PRISCILLA: COMMUN. DEDICATION - THANK

MS. BARBARA ADAMS: Today | would like to thank Priscilla (Pat) Margaret
Laybolt for making three crocheted beds for the homeless out of plastic bags that she got
from the shopping centres. Pat is 90 years old and lives in Cole Harbour.

The process for making these beds requires many long hours cutting plastic bags
into strips, tying the strips together, and then crocheting the pattern of the bed. Each bed
contains over 1,000 plastic shopping bags.

She first came across the idea from a YouTube video and was inspired to help the
homeless and recycle and repurpose plastic shopping bags. Pat anticipates that these beds
will each serve a homeless person in our community and keep them off the ground and dry.

Mr. Speaker, | ask all members of the Legislature to please join me in thanking Pat
for her compassion and dedication to our community and for those less fortunate.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Chester-St. Margaret's.
MS SOCIETY: CONTINUING WORK - CONGRATS.

MR. HUGH MACKAY: Mr. Speaker, | rise to recognize the accomplishments and
hard work of the MS Society in research and innovation into multiple sclerosis.

| was recently invited to attend a multiple sclerosis research tour hosted by the MS
Society of Canada, Atlantic Division. Accompanied by the Minister of Immigration and
the Minister of Labour and Advanced Education, we visited the Dalhousie Life Sciences
Institute and had the opportunity to look inside the MS lab of Dr. George Robertson, which
is funded in part by the MS Society. Dr. Robertson’s work is focused on finding ways to
block some of the damaging events responsible for the neurodegenerative disorders like
MS.
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We also visited the Maritime Brain Tissue Bank with Dr. Sultan Darvesh, where
scientists and researchers are using brain tissue to understand the causes and mechanisms
of neurodegenerative and neurodevelopmental diseases like multiple sclerosis. Along the
way we witnessed some of the province’s best and brightest young minds who are helping
to find the cause and cure for MS, another demonstration that Nova Scotia provides a great
home for innovation and forward- thinking.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the members of the Legislature to join me in congratulating the
MS Society for their continuing work.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Victoria-The Lakes.
ROBERTS, WILLIE: HEALTHY LIFESTYLE REMINDER - THANK

MR. KEITH BAIN: Mr. Speaker, life is busy and sometimes we forget how
important our health and well-being is. Willie Roberts from Baddeck is a role model we all
can learn from. Willie is an 87-year-old “young gentleman” who walks and cycles every
day. Willie retired from Nova Scotia Power approximately 28 years ago. He decided he
needed to keep busy to stay healthy. For the summer season, he usually cycles between 15
and 20 kilometres a day; in the winter, he walks about eight or nine kilometres.

| rise today to ask all members of this Legislature to join me in thanking Willie
Roberts for reminding us how important it is to stay healthy, and wish him many more
years of many more miles of travel, and a long and healthy life.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Truro-Bible Hill-Millbrook-Salmon
River.

LITTLE DYKE: GRAVEL PIT EXPANSION - UNACCEPTABLE

MS. LENORE ZANN: A local citizens’ group in Little Dyke have filed a formal
complaint with the Nova Scotia Ombudsman, asking them to look into their concerns about
the lack of support from the provincial government in their bid to stop a proposed gravel
pit expansion near Little Dyke, the Glenholm Pit No. 4 Aggregate Extraction Project owned
by the John Irving Company. Their concerns centre around environmental issues related to
area water sources and protected bird life, as well as noise disruptions on a 24-hour basis.

I met with these citizens last week, and it is my opinion that they have very good
reasons for their concerns. The residents state they have received no public consultation
and have received no response to their requests to meet with the minister.

The company plans to expand the existing operations from 3.9 hectares to 75 acres.
Madam Speaker, this is not acceptable.



TUE., OCT. 3, 2017 ASSEMBLY DEBATES 675

MADAM SPEAKER: The honourable member for Hammonds Plains-Lucasville.
EAGLE BEACH CONTRACTORS - WELL WISHES

MR. BEN JESSOME: I’d like to recognize the Webbink family and Eagle Beach
Contractors of Hammonds Plains for the exemplary work they do throughout the province
and beyond. Eagle Beach is a family owed and operated marine construction company.
When founded in 1984 Eagle Beach began with a single pickup truck and a handful of tools
for small jobs and simple wharf repair.

Today that small beginning has developed into a fleet of marine equipment and
three crews travelling the coast, completing projects of all sizes. They have various avenues
of expertise, including wharf construction, marine construction, floating docks, and marine
salvage. They also provide engineering services, designing marine structures - an example
being the sea bridge that was a popular addition to the Halifax waterfront this summer.

We are very proud to have Eagle Beach as part of our community and for what they
have to offer in our province. | would like to ask that all members of the House please join
me in thanking them and wish them well in the future.

[1:30 p.m.]
MADAM SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cape Breton-Richmond.
MS. ALANA PAON: Madam Speaker, | beg leave to make an introduction.
MADAM SPEAKER: You may.

MS. PAON: I draw the attention of the members to the west gallery, to the fine lady
and the extraordinary gentleman who are in the front row, Mr. and Mrs. MacLean - Don
and Rosemary. They enjoy being called by their first names, although I probably will never
get to chat with them in the first person in that way. Mr. and Mrs. MacLean are from Cape
Breton-Richmond, from Isle Madame specifically. They are an extraordinary couple, huge
role models in my life, and | am so pleased to have them here with us today. They continue
to volunteer their time to the community - endless hours - in the Scouting movement and
the Guiding movement. They have touched so many people’s lives including my own, and
I would not be the person that | am today without them. They’re like second parents to me.
Please stand and give them a round of applause. (Applause)

MADAM SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cape Breton-Richmond.
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STRAIT AREA SOCCER CLUB (GIRLS UNDER 13/UNDER 15):
GOLD MEDALS - CONGRATS.

MS. ALANA PAON: I would like to congratulate the Strait Area Soccer Club. The
under-13 and under-15 girls’ teams both captured gold medals in the Nova Scotia
Provincial Championships. The under-13 team was successful with a 3-0 win over the team
from East Hants. The under-15 team had a 1-0 victory over Upper County (South Shore)
to earn their gold medal. It is also fantastic to hear that over the summer, more than 100
young players participated in a program that is focused on children aged 3 to 10. It is
because of dedicated coaches and parents that these opportunities can be provided to the
youth of our communities.

MADAM SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Needham.
CENTRE FOR LOCAL PROSPERITY: ACTIONS - THANK

MS. LISA ROBERTS: | have been struggling to find meaning in the work we do
in this House. I can still hardly believe that the words “climate change” didn’t appear in
the Throne Speech. On transitioning to a low- or no-carbon economy, the message | hear
from the government is, Nova Scotians have done enough; and from the Official
Opposition, too much, in fact. Meanwhile, I have this pent-up sense of anxiety and urgency
to work together to do more.

So, | am grateful to the Centre for Local Prosperity, which last weekend brought
people together at the Thinkers’ Lodge in Pugwash, to get to that work. A friend who
attended shared this thought afterwards: “. . . the kind of radical change that we need to
avert catastrophic climate change is going to come from municipalities and local
communities, not the feds or provincial government.” Thank you to the leaders outside this
House and in communities across Nova Scotia for giving me hope.

MADAM SPEAKER: The honourable member for Clayton Park West.

BIRCH COVE BAPTIST CHURCH: TIDAL IMPACT
- PARTICIPATION RECOGNIZE

MS. RAFAH DICONSTANZO: | rise today to recognize Birch Cove Baptist
Church and many other churches in the area, for their planning and participation in a youth
engagement event known as Tidal Impact. Every other year, Tidal Impact is hosted in Nova
Scotia, bringing youth from various churches in the Maritimes together, providing them
with volunteer opportunities in the community. This year, the event had spread even to the
South Shore and had over 730 people in participation. Youth and their leaders participated
in various activities, such as picking up garbage, building playgrounds, serving meals in
food shelters, and visiting seniors at retirement homes. This week-long event was life-
changing to many of those who received help.
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Madam Speaker, | ask that members of this House of Assembly join me in
recognizing those who participated in and planned Tidal Impact and their contributions to
communities across the province.

MADAM SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sydney River-Mira-
Louisbourg.

DOCTOR SHORTAGE: STATS. - SHOCKING

HON. ALFIE MACLEOD: Today, many Nova Scotians don’t have a doctor. The
polling firm CRA says 13 per cent of Nova Scotians don’t have a doctor. The population
of Nova Scotia is 945,842 people, so 13 per cent of that number is more than 122,000
people. In March, Statistics Canada said 106,550 Nova Scotians don’t have a family doctor
- three times the number the Minister of Health and Wellness is desperately clinging to.
Just last week, the Canadian Institute for Health Information said Nova Scotia was the only
province in the country to see a net loss of doctors last year.

These are all shocking numbers, Madam Speaker, especially since this Liberal
Government promised that every Nova Scotian would have a family doctor. No matter
which number you choose, too many families don’t have a doctor.

MADAM SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth South.
DARTMOUTH SENIORS SERV. CTR.: ANNIV. (41%) - CONGRATS.

MS. CLAUDIA CHENDER: I rise today during Seniors Week to recognize and
congratulate the work of my neighbour, the Dartmouth Seniors Service Centre on their 41
Anniversary. In particular, and in a time when many seniors live in isolation and without
doctors, as my colleague just pointed out, I’d like to recognize five long-time supporters
of the centre that will be celebrated this year: Gloria McCluskey, Harry Chapman, Marilyn
Keating, Terry Cooper, and Ellen Latter.

Hot meals and meal delivery, physical fitness and art programs, transportation to
medical appointments and other errands, computer access, and a plethora of social events
are a few examples of what the Dartmouth Seniors Centre has been providing to the
Dartmouth community and beyond for decades.

As you know, Madam Speaker, isolation is one of the most insidious threats to the
well-being of our seniors. Please join me in congratulating the Dartmouth Seniors Service
Centre for 41 years of breaking the isolation and serving seniors throughout our
community.

MADAM SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings South.



678 ASSEMBLY DEBATES TUE,, OCT. 3, 2017

ELSSNER, BIRGIT: POWERLIFTING CAREER - SUCCESS WISH

MR. KEITH IRVING: Madam Speaker, | rise today to bring attention to Birgit
Elssner a world-class powerlifter from Wolfville. Ms. Elssner is a relative newcomer to the
sport but through a tremendous amount of hard work, dedication, and natural talent, she
has quickly developed into one of the premier competitors in the country in her age and
weight class.

In 2016, Birgit captured three national titles at the Canadian Powerlifting Pro
Nationals championships and placed a very impressive second in her category at the World
Powerlifting Championships, where she had the honour of being part of Team Canada,
truly amazing achievements. In addition to powerlifting, Birgit participates in
strongwoman events where she is challenged with a variety of tests of strength, including
pulling trucks.

| invite all members of the House of Assembly to join me in congratulating Birgit
on her outstanding powerlifting career thus far and in wishing her continued success. Thank
you, Madam Speaker.

MADAM SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou Centre.
CONNORS TRANSFER LIMITED: VOL. EFFORTS - THANK

HON. PAT DUNN: Madam Speaker, there are many ways companies can help their
local communities. Connors Transfer Limited from Pictou County is a responsible
corporate citizen that promotes the greater good rather than focusing only on profit.

For many years, Connors Transfer Limited has been committed to improving and
helping different organizations. Their volunteering and charitable donations have provided
support to many organizations in Pictou County. Connors has been a saviour for
transporting books from across the country to a depot in Pictou County. These books are
used for the Reading Challenge, which began in 2006, and has proven to be extremely
successful. Without Connors’ generous assistance, this very valuable reading program
would not exist.

| wish to take this opportunity to thank Connors Transfer Limited for their
dedication and commitment to this educational program. Thank you, Madam Speaker.

MADAM SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cape Breton Centre.
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MAPLE HILL MANOR - BUDGET CUTS

MS. TAMMY MARTIN: This week marks Seniors Week in Nova Scotia and | am
proud to have Maple Hill Manor in my constituency. Sadly, the seniors of this facility are
not treated with the respect that they so deserve.

Madam Speaker, over the last two years they have been faced with budget cuts in
excess of $48,000. As well, staff and community have been faced with the challenge of
fundraising to provide lifts for safety for patients and those who work there.

Madam Speaker, this is sadly wrong. This is wrong for seniors who have to live
there and for staff who must work there. This is wrong today and, in fact, every day in
Nova Scotia.

MADAM SPEAKER: The honourable member for Lunenburg West.

MACDONALD, JAKAH: PRIDE FLAG-RAISINGS
- EFFORTS ACKNOWLEDGE

HON. MARK FUREY: Madam Speaker, | had the opportunity to participate in two
Pride flag-raising ceremonies in my constituency this summer. Bridgewater resident Jakah
MacDonald, along with the help and support of his mother, Coleen O’Neil, have worked
tirelessly to organize and promote the two events in the Town of Bridgewater and the
Municipality of the District of Lunenburg.

It was wonderful to see so many community members come out in support of the
LGBTQ community. The local business community stepped up to offer contributions to
ensure the Pride flag-raising was a fantastic celebration.

I would like to acknowledge Jakah’s hard work and determination in