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House of Assembly
Nova Scotia

HALIFAX, WEDNESDAY, MAY 18, 2016
Sixty-second General Assembly
Second Session
1:00 P.M.

SPEAKER
Hon. Kevin Murphy

DEPUTY SPEAKERS
Mr. Gordon Wilson, Mr. Keith Irving

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. Before we get into the first item of business, the
topic for late debate, as submitted by the honourable member for Argyle-Barrington, is:

Therefore be it resolved that this Liberal Government acknowledge the difficulty
Nova Scotians face in accessing a family doctor, especially in the areas where doctors are
attempting to retire.

We will now begin the daily routine.

PRESENTING AND READING PETITIONS

PRESENTING REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

MR. SPEAKER: As Chairman of the Committee on Assembly Matters, | wish to
advise the House that the committee has approved the Nova Scotia House of Assembly
Policy on the Prevention and Resolution of Harassment in the Workplace, which I will now

table.

The report is tabled.
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TABLING REPORTS, REGULATIONS AND OTHER PAPERS

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS

GOVERNMENT NOTICES OF MOTION

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Government House Leader.
RESOLUTION NO. 4055

HON. MICHEL SAMSON: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day
I shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Be it resolved that if the House of Assembly enacts the amendments to the House
of Assembly Act as set out in Schedule A to this resolution that:

1. the House of Assembly adopt the Nova Scotia House of Assembly
Policy on the Prevention and Resolution of Harassment in the
Workplace, approved and recommended by the Committee on
Assembly Matters to the House of Assembly on May 18, 2016, and that
is set out in Schedule B to this resolution; and

2. the effective date of the policy be the date that the amendments to the
House of Assembly Act receive Royal Assent.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.
MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.
Is it agreed?
It is agreed.
Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.
The honourable Minister of Justice.
RESOLUTION NO. 4056

HON. DIANA WHALEN: Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Premier, | hereby give
notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following resolution:
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Whereas the Invictus Games founded by Prince Harry are an international sporting
competition for ill and injured active-duty service members or veterans; and

Whereas the 2016 Invictus Games were held from May 8" to May 12" in Orlando,
Florida, and Canadian Armed Forces and veterans strongly represented Canada with 22
medals and commendable performances in all events; and

Whereas Ronald Cleroux, a retired leading seaman who served with the Royal
Canadian Navy and is a resident of Halifax, took home a bronze medal in four-minute
indoor rowing and a silver medal in one-minute indoor rowing;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of the House of Assembly congratulate
Ronald Cleroux on this outstanding achievement, his commitment to sport, and his
dedication to his country.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Health and Wellness.

HON. LEO GLAVINE: May | make an introduction?

MR. SPEAKER: Permission granted.

MR. GLAVINE: In the east gallery today, | am pleased to have Jennifer Gillivan,
president and CEO of the IWK Foundation - if she would rise please - and Trent McGrath,
vice-president and general manager of CTV Atlantic. They are obviously here today to
promote the IWK Telethon so let’s give them a warm welcome. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Health and Wellness.

RESOLUTION NO. 4057

HON. LEO GLAVINE: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:
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Whereas the 32" Annual IWK Telethon for Children will be broadcast on CTV on
June 4™ and June 5" from the IWK and remote locations in Sydney, Charlottetown, and
Saint John; and

Whereas last year’s telethon raised $6.2 million for the largest children’s hospital
in our region; and

Whereas 2016 marks the 20" year that CTV Atlantic has partnered with the IWK
Foundation to broadcast the IWK’s largest fundraising event;

Therefore be it resolved that members thank CTV Atlantic, the IWK Foundation,
the IWK Health Centre, and the thousands of IWK staff, health care providers, and
volunteers for their work on the IWK Telethon, and urge Nova Scotians to donate what
they can to this important cause.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Community Services.

RESOLUTION NO. 4058

HON. JOANNE BERNARD: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day
I shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas the 600 foster families currently caring for Nova Scotia’s most vulnerable
children and youth are the backbone of our child welfare supports; and

Whereas we want more Nova Scotians to consider becoming foster parents,
including individuals who are single, married, or in same-sex relationships, from the
African Nova Scotian community, and from the Mi’kmaq community; and

Whereas a campaign to attract new foster parents to provide love and support for
children and youth is gaining a remarkable and heartening response from Nova Scotians
across the province;
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Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House commend and encourage
the commitment of foster families, the support of volunteers who participated in the
campaign, and all who are open to sharing their hearts and homes - who you are is what
they need.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Health and Wellness.

HON. LEO GLAVINE: May | make an introduction?

MR. SPEAKER: Permission granted.

MR. GLAVINE: In the east gallery today, we have four medical students from the
Dal Medical School who recently took part in a week-long advocacy forum. This year,
there was the wonderful topic of refugee health. I met with four, and some other MLAS
met with students as well. They brought a wonderful perspective and deep knowledge to
the discussion.

I’d like for them to rise as I introduce them here: Lucy Soudek, Victoria Bentley,
Kirsten Kukula, and Stewart Whalen - who happens to be the son of our Minister of Justice.
Let’s give them a warm welcome. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Health and Wellness.

RESOLUTION NO. 4059

HON. LEO GLAVINE: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas many refugees arrive in Nova Scotia with unique health needs that come
from spending long periods of time in refugee camps without access to regular medical
care; and
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Whereas the Transitional Health Clinic for Refugees was established in 2015 to
help refugee families get up-to-date vaccinations, manage chronic disease, and deal with
other health concerns; and

Whereas this year the clinic’s 18 part-time family physicians have seen more than
700 refugees, compared to the regular 200 patients per year;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House thank the staff of the
Transitional Health Clinic for Refugees for their work to help our newest Nova Scotians
establish good health in their new home, and thank our medical students for their advocacy.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

Bill No. 187 - Entitled an Act to Amend Chapter 1 (1992 Supplement) of the
Revised Statutes of 1989. The House of Assembly Act. (Hon. Michel Samson)

MR. SPEAKER: Ordered that this bill be read a second time on a future day.
NOTICES OF MOTION
STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cumberland South.
DAVIS, EMILY - IMPACT AWARD (DAL.)
HON. JAMIE BAILLIE: | wish to congratulate Emily Davis on receiving awards
for student government, student leadership, and the Philip Stead Memorial Excellence in

Student Leadership Award at this year’s IMPACT Awards Ceremony at the Dalhousie
Agricultural Campus.
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Emily’s passion to enhance student life, her dedication to helping others, her
ambition to assist students in any capacity, and her success both academically and with
extracurricular activities make Emily Davis a shining star. Emily was voted valedictorian
of the graduating class of 2016, and will be returning to Dalhousie to begin her Master of
Environmental Studies degree at the Halifax Campus.

| wish to congratulate Emily Davis on these outstanding achievements and wish her
continued success in the future.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth South.
LAW REFORM COMMN. - FUNDING

MS. MARIAN MANCINI: Mr. Speaker, when | asked the Premier for a response
to a letter signed by hundreds of legal experts calling for the reinstatement of funding to
the Law Reform Commission, he stated that he expects private firms to fund the
commission. Not only is this a conflict of interest but it is also against the required
independence of the commission.

| would respectfully remind the honourable Premier that this commission is not a
community-based organization. It is a commission of the government. Members of this
House make appointments to that commission and the commission reviews public laws.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Clare-Digby.
ROBICHEAU, CLAREDON: RETIREMENT - WELL WISHES

MR. GORDON WILSON: Mr. Speaker, last Saturday, May 14", a large group of
people gathered in the Saulnierville Legion to celebrate the 20" Anniversary of Transport
de Clare and the retirement of Claredon Robicheau from that organization.

| could easily say Claredon Robicheau is the leader of rural-based community
transportation in Nova Scotia. The mark that he has made on this province is one that has
affected more people than we would ever know. I’m sure that everybody in this House has
met Claredon at one point or another. He has been a huge advocate for people with
disabilities and a huge advisor of mine for vulnerable people in my community.

I would like to take this time to thank him for everything he has done, not only for
my constituency but for the Province of Nova Scotia, and recognize the tremendous work
that he has done. I wish him all the best in his retirement and will hopefully see him on the
barbeque scene with Delia.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Argyle-Barrington.
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OCEAN PRIDE FISHERIES - MODERNIZATION/EXPANSION

HON. CHRISTOPHER D’ENTREMONT: Ocean Pride Fisheries, located in
Lower Wedgeport, is undergoing a major modernization and expansion of their operations.
The company will now be able to acquire specialized equipment that will allow them to
continue their sea cucumber research and development enhancement and streamline their
production. It allows them to improve the product quality and output volume of its cooked
and dried sea cucumber products, enabling them to further strengthen their business in
Asia, where these products are considered a delicacy and a nutraceutical.

The president of Ocean Pride Fisheries, Jules LeBlanc, states that the company
currently employs 50 to 75 people in peak season. This expansion will create two dozen
more jobs. | offer my congratulations and wish continued success to Ocean Pride Fisheries
in all their endeavours.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Truro-Bible Hill-Millbrook-Salmon
River.

CHILD POVERTY:
TRUTH & RECONCILIATION COMMN. - REQUIREMENTS

MS. LENORE ZANN: Yesterday the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives
released their report called Shameful Neglect, a report on the disturbing rates of First
Nations child poverty on reserves in Canada. The report found that 60 per cent of all First
Nations children in Canada living on reserves live in poverty - 60 per cent.

It’s important to note here that the Human Rights Tribunal of Canada put the federal
Liberal Government on notice for not ending the racial discrimination against First Nations
children on reserves.

Mr. Speaker, what this report tells all of us here in Nova Scotia is that First Nations
poverty is not a First Nations issue. All of us must work together to fulfill the requirements
outlined by the Truth and Reconciliation Commission and end child poverty right here in
Nova Scotia, and we’re still waiting.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cape Breton Centre on an
introduction.

MR. DAVID WILTON: Mr. Speaker, I’d like to draw the attention of the House to
the west gallery. I’d like to introduce Taylor Murray, if he could rise. He was part of my
campaign during the election. I’d like to introduce Sean O’Neil also, if he wouldn’t mind
rising. He was also part of my campaign. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sydney-Whitney Pier.
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C.B. - NEW DOCTORS: RECRUITERS - THANK

MR. DEREK MOMBOURQUETTE: Mr. Speaker, over the past weeks we’ve
heard much debate over doctor recruitment across our province and, in particular, Cape
Breton Island. As the MLA for Sydney-Whitney Pier, | too hear the concern from my
community for the need for more doctors at home.

Mr. Speaker, I’'m excited to hear the news of 10 new doctors coming to our island
in June, with a plan to recruit even more. What has been lost in the debate is the hard work
by all involved in securing new doctors for Cape Breton. Staff both at home and across the
province have worked extremely hard and should be congratulated for their tireless work.

As the MLA for Sydney-Whitney Pier, | stand in my place today to thank all
involved, at home and across the province, for securing these new doctors for Cape Breton
Island.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou East.
HASLAM, CATHERINE - VON VOL.

MR. TIM HOUSTON: Mr. Speaker, Catherine Haslam is a long-time volunteer for
the VON Pictou County. She has served on the board, she has helped in the office, but
perhaps her favourite way to help is as a volunteer driver. She says it’s a place that seems
to suit her and it is what she enjoys doing.

In her enthusiasm to become a driver she also volunteered her husband Bill and
they provide drives for seniors and people with certain disabilities, taking them to
appointments and for groceries. Users pay a small fee to help cover the cost of the mileage
and the balance is covered by charitable donations.

| want to thank the Haslams and all other VON volunteers, you do make a
difference.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Queens-Shelburne.
FIN. & TREASURY BD.: FISCAL SITUATION - MIN. ANNOUNCEMENTS

HON. STERLING BELLIVEAU: Mr. Speaker, yesterday the Minister of
Municipal Affairs attempted to demonstrate his knowledge of fables, with a particular
focus on “The Boy Who Cried Wolf.” However, I suggest if the minister wants to teach
this lesson to someone who needs it, he should be speaking to the Minister of Finance and
Treasury Board.
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Mr. Speaker, just a few short months ago the Minister of Finance and Treasury
Board cried out to the province that our fiscal situation was getting worse by the day. Our
revenues were tanking, our debt was growing, in essence he was crying wolf. Then lo and
behold just a few short months later, the Minister of Finance and Treasury Board
announced that revenues will climb and our debt will go down, for now we have before us
a balanced budget.

Mr. Speaker, | hope the member listened yesterday, and will heed the lesson offered
by his fellow Cabinet member.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Atlantic.
HOSPICE SOC. (GREATER HFX.)/N.S. HEALTH AUTH. - HOSPICE CARE

MR. BRENDAN MAGUIRE: Mr. Speaker, today | rise to talk about an agreement
between the Hospice Society of Greater Halifax and the Nova Scotia Health Authority, to
provide hospice setting care in Halifax.

Hospice Society of Greater Halifax is an organization dedicated to helping Nova
Scotians with end-of-life care. Mr. Speaker, everyone deserves to die with dignity and in a
place of their own choosing. Hospice Society of Greater Halifax supports people with life-
limiting illness, death, and bereavement The Hospice Society of Greater Halifax and the
Nova Scotia Health Authority has signed a memorandum of agreement to collaborate on a
10-bedroom residential hospice here in Halifax.

The goal is for a 12,700-square foot, 10-bed residential hospice facility to be opened
by December 2017. The government is pleased to move services from the Centennial
Building to the new hospice and to cover 50 per cent of operations through the NSHA
budget. This is exciting news as the NSHA continues to work to provide palliative care
services to Nova Scotians. This agreement is another step in the vision of the provincial
palliative care strategy that was launched in 2014.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Colchester-Musquodoboit Valley.
GLENN, CHRISTIE - TEACHING AWARD

MR. LARRY HARRISON: Mr. Speaker, on May 3", several teachers were
honoured by Chignecto-Central Regional School Board and the Nova Scotia Teachers
Union, for their creativity, kindness, and dedication, and commitment to student success.
Among these were Christie Glenn, a Primary teacher at Winding River Consolidated
School in Stewiacke.

Ms. Glenn employs an innovative and play-based approach to learning that
incorporates reading, writing, reasoning, and social interaction in a fun way. Everyday
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tasks such as grocery shopping, cooking a family meal, or pet care at the veterinarian clinic
are all part of the classroom experience.

Mr. Speaker, | wish to congratulate Ms. Glenn on her award and express my
appreciation of the methods and approach she uses today, in encouraging children in their
community to become responsible and caring adults of tomorrow.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth South.
NOVA SCOTIANS: SERVICES - FUNDING

MS. MARIAN MANCINI: Mr. Speaker, there is an almost constant refrain from
this government that if Nova Scotians value a service they need to pay for it themselves. If
women’s centres want to provide services, they need to fundraise. If hundreds of legal
professionals value the services of the Law Reform Commission, they need to pay for it.

Well, Mr. Speaker, Nova Scotians have already paid. We have paid our taxes on
the good faith that the elected government will listen and make decisions that reflect our
priorities. This government seems to keep forgetting that the money they allocated in the
budget came from the pockets of hard-working people across the province. The
government’s choices do not reflect the priorities of Nova Scotians.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Lunenburg.
S. SHORE HELPING HANDS INIT. - EXPANSION

MS. SUZANNE LOHNES-CROFT: Mr. Speaker, South Shore Helping Hands is
an initiative formed in the Mahone Bay area to mobilize volunteers to help people within
their homes with tasks that are becoming too difficult and unsafe. Tasks such as driving to
appointments, minor home repairs, painting, yard clean-up, and even companionship are
offered. Volunteers are set up with individuals on a daily, weekly, or monthly basis,
depending on their needs. I am proud to say that this project, which has been recognized
across the province and across the country, has recently expanded to New Germany and
even into Queens County.

| leave you with a quote from the Helping Hands website from one of those people
who often receive help: “‘I don’t know what I would do without your help.” Our volunteers
often say, ‘I get more than I give.””

| ask that members of the House join me in congratulating South Shore Helping
Hands on its recent expansion and for its continued service to those in need in our
community.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Inverness.
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MORRIS, FATHER ANGUS: MINISTRY - IMPORTANCE

MR. ALLAN MACMASTER: For 50 years, Father Angus Morris has served his
community of faith. It was while serving the poor in Latin America that he discovered what
was truly important in his ministry as a priest. Those experiences shaped him personally
and would impact the way he helped people in the parishes he led. As a champion for the
Cursillo Movement, he empowered laypeople in the church by showing them how to
become effective Christian leaders. This has helped hundreds of people to grow in their
faith and made parish communities stronger.

He has been very kind to seniors, people who may feel forgotten as their lives slow
down and their family members are busy with everyday life. He would remind seniors that
they continue to have a very important ministry: the ministry of prayer, prayer offered for
their families and others who benefit from that spiritual support. He is certainly well loved
in Mabou, where he has been since 1994 promoting Scottish Gaelic music and culture and
offering homilies that, while not overly lengthy, always leave people fulfilled.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Queens-Shelburne.
LIBERAL GOV’T.: ELECTION PROMISES - MEMORY CHECK

HON. STERLING BELLIVEAU: We’re all getting older, and it has been said that
your memory can play tricks on you as you age, so it’s important to exercise your memory.
I’d like to test this theory here today, Mr. Speaker.

I recall the Liberal Government’s election promise of a doctor for every Nova
Scotian. I recall the Liberals would fix election dates and break up the monopoly of Nova
Scotia Power. I also recall the Liberals’ promise of a fuel rebate for mineral resources. My
memory appears to be in good health. Unfortunately for the government, their memory
seems to be in poor condition. If only there was a doctor available in this province for them
to get a check-up.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Victoria-The Lakes.
GOV’T. (N.S.): HEALTH CARE DELIVERY - POSITIVE RESULTS

MS. PAM EYKING: I stand here today to defend our government’s approach to
delivering responsible, consistent health care in this province. Only seven years ago, and
for seven long years, a previous government would not even recognize that there was a
shortage in this province of doctors. Our government not only recognized the problem but
publicly recognized the problem and set out to fix it by putting in a very aggressive doctor
recruitment program, a plan that has now shown positive results in only three short years.
(Interruptions)
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MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. The honourable member for Victoria-The Lakes
has the floor.

MS. EYKING: Having doctors relocate to Nova Scotia is not like delivering pizza.
You don’t just pick up the phone, and voila, doctor. Doctors need to research the area they
plan to move to. They need to consult with and consider their families. They are not going
to come running to Nova Scotia because someone finally decided to wake up from their
slumber and take a well-planned, well-played temper tantrum to score political points.

The question is not when, when, when will the doctors arrive? The question is what,
what, what did they do?

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings North.

HILTZ, KELCEY: ANNA. VALLEY APPLE BLOSSOM FEST.
- PRINCESS CANNING

MR. JOHN LOHR: I rise today to tell members that Kelcey Hiltz, the 18-year-old
daughter of Daren and Shelley Hiltz of Glenmont, has been chosen as Princess Canning.
Kelcey will proudly represent her community and is a participant in the highly respected
Queen Annapolisa Pageant, to take place during the 84" Apple Blossom Festival this year.

Following her graduation in June, Kelcey is headed off to university to begin her
Bachelor of Science in Nursing. Please join me in congratulating Kelcey on this milestone
accomplishment and her future endeavours and wishing her all the best in pageant
activities.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Truro-Bible Hill-Millbrook-Salmon
River.

JOHNSTON, LEAH: CANNES FILM FEST. - ATTENDANCE

MS. LENORE ZANN: Congratulations to Truro’s own Leah Johnston, a young
filmmaker who is currently attending the prestigious Cannes Film Festival in France, to
screen her short film Ingrid and the Black Hole, which won last year’s BravoFACT Pitch
competition in Halifax. Cannes has a reputation for selecting strong films from around the
world, so it’s a great honour for Leah to be among those selected.

| last attended Cannes starring in the feature film Babyface, produced by Atom
Egoyan. for the Directors Fortnight Series. It’s a truly amazing experience for a young
woman from Truro, and one | would like all Nova Scotians filmmakers to experience at
least once in their lifetime, if they get the opportunity to continue making their films.
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I’'m very excited that Leah Johnston is getting this opportunity because Cannes is
not just a celebration of cinema, it’s a celebration of life itself. That’s why the Truro-Bible
Hill-Millbrook-Salmon River NDP Association has submitted a resolution to reinstate the
Nova Scotia Film Tax Credit for our convention this June.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings South.
DOLAN, SERENA: ATHLETIC/ACADEMIC CAREER - WELL WISHES

MR. KEITH IRVING: Mr. Speaker, I’'m pleased to introduce to the House a young
woman from Coldbrook, Ms. Serena Dolan. Next month she will graduate from Central
Kings Rural High School and head to the University of Memphis in the Fall.

Ms. Dolan has excelled at multiple sports including basketball and hockey and
soccer, but it is to the sport that she loves - soccer - that she will commit her considerable
energies over her varsity career. The head coach from the University of Memphis is very
pleased to have recruited “the top player in the province” and Ms. Dolan is pleased to be
attending an NCAA Division 1 school on full athletic scholarship.

On behalf of the Nova Scotia House of Assembly, | would like to congratulate Ms.
Dolan in her scholarship, and wish her all the best as she begins this new and exciting phase
of her athletic and academic career.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sydney River-Mira-Louisbourg.
MACPHAIL, MARK & LUCAS - ARM WRESTLING CHAMPIONSHIPS

HON. ALFIE MACLEOD: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to congratulate Mark and
Lucas MacPhail of Ben Eoin.

The father and son team competed at the Nova Scotia Arm Worestling
Championships recently held in Berwick. Mark claimed the top spot in the right and left
arm in the open division and also won the overall championship - he now has 27 provincial
titles to his credit - while 11-year-old Lucas, a Grade 5 student at East Bay Elementary,
won a gold in both the right and left arm in the flyweight division in his first competition.
Mark’s next event will be at the Canadian championship in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, in
July.

| wish both Mark and Lucas MacPhail the best of luck in their future competitions.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sackville-Beaver Bank.
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HUMILITY/KINDNESS - REMEMBER

MR. STEPHEN GOUGH: Mr. Speaker, today | offer a quote that can be attributed
to Malcolm Forbes, a prominent publisher, during an interview in 1972: “You can easily
judge the character of a man by how he treats those who can do nothing for him.”

This quote speaks of humility and reminds me that | serve at the pleasure of the
constituents of Sackville-Beaver Bank. It further reminds me that we are all created equal
and that it is up to each of us to recognize and maximize the advantages and opportunities
that are presented to us. It also reminds me that we do not have the right to judge or
determine anyone else’s value, based on our own measuring stick.

Mr. Speaker, we are all here on this path called life, and being kind to others will
never go out of style.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Northside-Westmount.
WALSH, JIM: DEATH OF - TRIBUTE

MR. EDDIE ORRELL: Mr. Speaker, I rise today to remember a pillar of the Town
of North Sydney. Mr. Jim Walsh passed away at the age of 89. He was an exceptional
veteran, fire chief and volunteer fireman, for 35 years. He was the driving force behind the
creation of the North Sydney Cultural and Heritage Building. Jim devoted his life to the
Town of North Sydney and was awarded the Canada 125 Medal for service to his
community.

I’d like to take this opportunity to remember Mr. Jim Walsh for his years of
dedicated service to the people in the Town of North Sydney, and send sincere condolences
to his family and friends.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cole Harbour-Eastern Passage.
SO. WOODSIDE SCH.: IRVING OIL LTD. - CONTRIBUTIONS RECOGNIZE

MS. JOYCE TREEN: Mr. Speaker, on Sunday, March 13", during March break,
the students and families from South Woodside were treated to a free movie by Irving Oil
Limited.

All the students of South Woodside Elementary School, as well as their families,
were invited to a screening of the Minions movie at the Dartmouth Cineplex. Buses were
even provided for those who did not have transportation. What a great way for these
families to kick off their March break.
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The generosity of this company never ceases to amaze me - they continue to give
back to the community and especially to the children of South Woodside Elementary.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing Imperial Oil Ltd. for their generosity
and all the give-back they do to the community and for having the desire to be a good
community neighbour. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Colchester-Musquodoboit Valley.
KING, SHAN - EDUC. WEK. AWARD

MR. LARRY HARRISON: Mr. Speaker, at a time when almost anything can and
does appear online over our phones, on our computers, and through our tablets, and when
that information and those photos can be manipulated digitally to present an alternative
truth, it is reassuring to know that some teachers are taking advantage of opportunities to
ensure that students become respectful, responsible, and ethical digital citizens.

During Education Week last month, a teacher from the Winding River Consolidated
School in Stewiacke was one of several in the province who were honoured at a theme-
based award ceremony in Bedford. Mr. Speaker, | wish to congratulate Shan King for his
award for the promotion of Media Literacy: Empowering Critical Thinking in a Digital
Media World.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Waverley-Fall River-Beaver Bank.
VEGETORIUM COUNTRY FARM MARKET - COMMUN. CONTRIBUTIONS

MR. BILL HORNE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The Vegetorium Country Farm
Market in Waverley hosted an Easter egg hunt with a twist on the morning of March 26™.
Over 3,000 colourful eggs were hidden along the lakeside trails at McDonald Sports Park
in Waverley. While the children collected coloured eggs, the Easter Bunny joined them
walking the park with a huge basket full of children’s treats.

At the end of the hunt, the children and their families were invited to trade in their
eggs for various fruit to make a delicious fruit basket. Proceeds from the Easter egg hunt
were given in support of the IWK. The 300 participants raised $2,130. | would like to
congratulate the Vegetorium Country Farm Market on the success, both financially and in
participation, of this community event.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Inverness.
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POLICE WK (05/15 - 05/21/16): ACTIVITIES - PARTICIPATE

MR. ALLAN MACMASTER: Mr. Speaker, May 15" to May 21% is Police Week
in Canada. Police Week is the perfect time to highlight the important role that police play
in keeping our neighbourhoods, towns, and cities safe.

During Police Week, Nova Scotians have a chance to learn more about the brave
men and women who serve and protect us. In Nova Scotia, the RCMP is hosting a number
of public events featuring the people, services, and equipment of law enforcement across
the province. | hope people also learn about the Boots on the Street program that has been
so successful in our province.

| encourage all Nova Scotians to take part in Police Week activities. | hope they
meet the officers and learn more about the important and difficult job that they do.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Eastern Shore-Tracadie-
Guysborough.

TRACADIE UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH - ANNIV. (193")

HON. LLOYD HINES: Mr. Speaker, recently the congregation of the Tracadie
United Baptist Church celebrated the church’s 193™ Anniversary. The Tracadie United
Baptist Church dates back to 1787, when Thomas Brownspriggs came to Upper Big
Tracadie to act as a teacher and a lay preacher. It wasn’t until 1821, when a Baptist minister
visited the community and organized a group of worshipers in a farmhouse, that the church
began official formation. In 1822 the church was organized, and it’s recorded as the oldest
in the African United Baptist Association.

Mr. Speaker, the anniversary celebration was also a time to honour those who have
served the church and the community over the years. One of those honoured was Pastor
Clara Jordan of Sunnyville Baptist Church, who on October 3, 2015, became the first
female African Nova Scotian pastor at Sunnyville Church.

The Tracadie United Baptist Church is the heart of the communities of Rear
Monastery, Upper Big Tracadie, and Lincolnville. Please join me in congratulating the
congregation and its leaders on such a momentous occasion.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings North.

APPLE BLOSSOM FEST. - ANNIV. (84"

MR. JOHN LOHR: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to remind members that the 84" Apple
Blossom Festival will take place in the Valley from May 25-30, 2016.
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There’s something for everyone at this world-class event. If you like music, Charlie
A’Court and Christine Campbell will be performing. Of course, Queen Annapolisa will be
crowned at the wonderful coronation event. The children’s parade and the stellar main
parade will take place once again. The Blossom Breakfast is not to be missed, and for those
interested in local crafts, there’s a Festival of Crafts. There’s a street dance, fireworks, a
family fun day at Scotian Gold, and a huge antique farm tractor pull hosted at the Northville
Farm. There’s ice cream and fun.

I’ll be there and | hope many of you as well will enjoy this event in our beautiful
valley.

HON. DAVID WILSON: Mr. Speaker, on a point of order. Five ministers of
government estimates were considered by the committee of the . . .

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. | think points of order are to be raised at the
conclusion of Statements by Members, if | am not mistaken. We will get to you; we will
get to you.

The honourable member for Halifax Armdale.
HFX. WEST HS: MARY POPPINS - PRODUCTION

HON. LENA DIAB: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to inform all members of the
Legislature and the public that Halifax West High School will be performing the musical
Mary Poppins at the Bella Rose Arts Centre, starting Thursday and going on for Thursday,
Friday, Saturday. Today, they are performing for all the students in the Halifax area.

| want to congratulate these students who are a very talented team of students who
have practised very, very hard, including my daughter Marena Diab, who is in the role of
Miss Lark among other roles as well. Marena is a Grade 10 student going into Grade 11
and, we are very proud of her artistic pursuit among many successes, that being the fact
that she is multilingual and volunteers at the IWK. | ask everybody to congratulate all
students at the Halifax West.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sydney River-Mira-Louisbourg.
RIVERSIDE ELEM. SCH. - HERITAGE PROJ.

HON. ALFIE MACLEOQOD: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to mention an exceptional
heritage project which was presented on April 21% at the Riverside Elementary School in
Albert Bridge. The project began over two years ago with volunteers researching all the
areas that feed into Riverside School. This meant doing the history on Hillside Road, Trout
Brook Road, Hornes Road, Brickyard Road, Broughton, Mira Ferry, and Catalone. Over
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20 volunteers contributed information to this project of what life was like in the past years
in these areas. The presentation was widely advertised and well attended.

| stand here today to thank everyone involved. The project was carried out with
great attention to detail describing life in rural Cape Breton. Congratulations to the
committee who worked so hard to complete this activity, especially Irene Lahey.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Fairview-Clayton Park.

THIBEAU, JOSEE/METRO BOSTON PI1ZZA MIDGET AAA HOCKEY TEAM
- ATL. CHAMPIONSHIP

MS. PATRICIA ARAB: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to congratulate goalie Josée
Thibeau and the Metro Boston Pizza Midget AAA female hockey team for an exceptional
2015-16 season. On March 20", they beat the ProCresting Penguins 4-1 in the provincial
championships and secured a spot in the Atlantic championships in Charlottetown.

The team won the Atlantic championships by beating the Moncton Rockets in a 4-
0 win. Goaltender Josée Thibeau turned away all 28 shots for the shutout victory and earned
top goalie honours in the tournament by not giving up a single goal. Metro Boston Pizza
Midget AAA female hockey team represented Atlantic Canada in the 2016 Esso Cup in
Weyburn, Saskatchewan, from April 17" to April 23™ and ended the tournament with a 1-
3-1 record.

| wish to recognize goalie Josée Thibeau and the Metro Boston Pizza Midget AAA
female hockey team for their athletic skills and sportsmanship and wish them every success
in the future.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Northside-Westmount.

MACINTOSH, CHIEF LLOYD/N. SYDNEY VOL. FD
- AMPHIBIOUS ATV ACQUISITION

MR. EDDIE ORRELL: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to salute the North Sydney
Volunteer Fire Department under the leadership of Chief Lloyd MaclIntosh. They recently
added an amphibious all-terrain vehicle to their equipment. The $30,000 price tag was
covered through fundraising and will give the firefighters the tools they need to protect the
community. They are true superheroes who save lives and property every day.

It is a pleasure to congratulate Chief Maclntosh and all the firefighters of the North
Sydney Volunteer Fire Department for successfully obtaining their new vehicle. I would
also like to take this opportunity to thank all volunteer fire departments for their service
and dedication to all Nova Scotia communities.
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MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Yarmouth.
GIGEROFF, ALEX: DEATH OF - TRIBUTE

HON. ZACH CHURCHILL: Mr. Speaker. I rise today to pay tribute to Yarmouth’s
Alex Gigeroff, and | am saddened to say that we lost him on May 2"%. Alex held a Bachelor
of Arts, a Master of Law degree, and a Ph.D. in criminology. He was an assistant professor
in the Faculty of Medicine, Department of Psychiatry, Clarke Institute of Psychiatry at the
University of Toronto. He won or was nominated for several prestigious awards for his
research in the fields of psychiatry and criminology, and he was a published author and
academic.

Alex’s academic and professional accomplishments were matched by his passion
for the arts. Alex was the president of the Yarmouth Art Society and the Yarmouth Arts
Regional Centre. He shared his endless talents with our community by acting and singing
in local productions and designing and painting sets. Alex’s famous murals are admired
every day in Yarmouth schools and throughout the community.

Alex was a dear friend to many and leaves behind a legacy of meaningful work and
deeds. His memory will live on in the hearts and minds of all whose lives he touched. To
me Alex was a mentor, an inspiration, and a friend, and his spirit will live on in his many
paintings and drawings that were all inspired by people in the landscapes of his home
region and the beauty that Alex saw in all living things.

He was a true force for good in the world. I will miss his advice and friendship
greatly, and | send my condolences to his family, friends, and all who will miss him.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou Centre.
JOYCE, PEARL/SALVATION ARMY THRIFT STORES - CONGRATS.

HON. PAT DUNN: Mr. Speaker, throughout Canada there are approximately 1,360
Salvation Army stores serving the public with quality clothing and furniture at affordable
prices. These items can be accessed at any of the two locations in Pictou County. All funds
raised by the thrift stores help support local families in need and further their ministry of
the Salvation Army. Pearl Joyce, Thrift Store coordinator, along with her staff and
volunteers are to be congratulated for helping people with their most basic needs.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Victoria-The Lakes.
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KERR, STEPHEN/BRAS D’OR ARCHERS ASSOC.:
SPORT PROMOTION - CONGRATS.

MS. PAM EYKING: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to congratulate Stephen Kerr,
president of the Bras d’Or Archers Association, for his work promoting the sport in
Victoria County. The sport of archery is enjoying a resurgence in Cape Breton, thanks to
Mr. Kerr. After retiring in Baddeck, Mr. Kerr discovered the nearest archery range was in
Sydney. He organized a few meetings, put together a committee and, after a year of
planning, the Bras d’Or Archers Association was formed. Members meet three times a
week - Tuesday, Thursday, and Sunday - from April through October at the Baddeck
Curling Club, and archers of all skill levels are welcome.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to congratulate Mr. Kerr and all association members on
their success, and wish them the best of luck for the season.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Bedford.
COVERT, MIKE - BIRTHDAY (80”‘)

HON. KELLY REGAN: I'd like to take a moment today to tell you about a
constituent who is marking a special day. Mike Covert will celebrate his 80" birthday
today.

Mike has the most generous heart. In 2014, he was recognized by the Queen
Elizabeth 1l Health Sciences Centre Foundation for making 422 donations of $100 in
honour of friends, colleagues, and loved ones. He has for many years supported the
Bridgeway Academy, sitting on its board, as well as supporting students with learning
disabilities through his Mary Jane Covert Bursary, because he knows how crucial it is for
young people to get a good start in life.

He also sits on the board of the Callow Wheelchair Bus, a non-profit that assists
veterans and people with disabilities. I would be remiss if [ didn’t mention Mike’s support
of the Liberal Party of Canada and the Liberal Party of Nova Scotia. He is a most steadfast
supporter.

Mike is always on the side of the underdog. I often hear from him when he sees
something wrong in society. He feels deeply for those who are less fortunate and often
looks for ways to help.

Tonight Mike is being feted at a birthday party. 1 am looking forward to raising a
glass to this very sweet man and wishing him many more years of health and happiness.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Antigonish.
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N.S. RECYCLES CONTEST - ANTIGONISH PARTICIPANTS

HON. RANDY DELOREY: Mr. Speaker, every year RRFB Nova Scotia hosts the
Nova Scotia Recycles Contest. From September to February students in every grade across
the province participate in various activities, from colouring contests to short films, to
promote participation in waste reduction.

I’'m happy to say that Antigonish was well represented within our region, with
winners and runners-up in multiple age groups coming from our own elementary and high
schools. Reanne Jean, a Grade 3 student from the Antigonish Education Centre, was
runner-up in Grade 2-3 Advertisement Design; Elise Canning and Olivia Rehill of Dr. John
Hugh Gillis Regional High School were named winners of the Grade 7-9 Film
Competition; Jessica Murphy and Georgia Sajatovich, also of Dr. John Hugh Gillis, were
named runners-up for the Grade 10-12 Film Competition; and finally, Bryden Manthorne,
Romine Oliver Charles, Alex LeBlanc, and Nick Murray were named winners of the Grade
10-12 Film Competition.

Mr. Speaker, in a province with so much artistic talent within its borders, it’s
heartening to see that students are using this talent to propagate real change. I’d like to
thank these members for that work.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Colchester North.
MACKEEN, ERIC/TRI CO. FORD - AWARDS

HON. KAREN CASEY: Eric MacKeen, general manager of Tri County Ford in
Tatamagouche, Colchester North, has worked at the dealership for the last 26 years. For
the last 80 years Tri County Ford has been known for its service to the community and the
many lifelong relationships that have developed with customers, and they are a major
reason for its success.

The dealership has also contributed to countless fundraising initiatives and supports
the Student of the Month program at North Colchester High School. Under MacKeen’s
leadership, the company has earned Ford Canada’s top honour in Atlantic Canada, the
President’s Award, eight times in the last 10 years.

The Truro and Colchester Chamber of Commerce held its 126" annual gala dinner
and celebration at the Best Western in Truro on April 21%. Eric MacKeen was selected and
honoured as Business Person of the Year. His recognition coincided with Tri County Ford’s
recheiving the President of Ford Canada’s Diamond Club Sales and Service Award for the
15" time.

Congratulations to both Eric and Tri County.
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HON. DAVID WILSON: On a point of order, Mr. Speaker. Five ministers of
government estimates were considered by the Committee of the Whole on Supply here in
the main Chamber. During those considerations, the Minister of Health and Wellness could
not or did not have the answers or the information in front of him during some of those
questions. But the minister did commit to the committee to provide that information to the
committee and to the members of this House. That was almost two weeks ago, and we
know that the time is coming close to the end of the session. | would ask that the minister
provide that information before the end of this session.

MR. SPEAKER: I'll take that point of order under advisement and come back to
the House.

The honourable member for Fairview-Clayton Park.
ALEXANDER, KALI - COPD FUNDRAISING

MS. PATRICIA ARAB: I rise today to recognize an outstanding young woman and
student at Clayton Park Junior High, Ms. Kali Alexander, who hosted a fundraising event
on the one-year anniversary of her mother’s death. Kali Alexander’s mum, Tobi Alexander,
passed away in January 2015 from a combination of flu and COPD, chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease. One year later, Kali recognized the need to raise awareness of COPD
while honouring her mother, and enlisted the help of the staff at her school.

The fundraising event raised over $800 for the Lung Association of Nova Scotia,
and included fun activities such as a pie-throwing contest, face painting, donation jars in
each classroom, and being able to donate $1 to wear a hat at school.

I wish to recognize Kali Alexander for her strength and determination to raise
awareness of COPD while struggling with her own grief.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Timberlea-Prospect.
MERCER, KEIRA - N.S. HERITAGE DAY FLAG DESIGN

MR. IAIN RANKIN: I would like to recognize Keira Mercer of Beechville, who
was one of five students whose illustrations inspired the final flag design for Heritage Day
in Nova Scotia. In total, 240 drawings were received from 23 schools located across the
province.

Creative and colourful, each entry reflected the student artist’s thoughts and
feelings about Nova Scotia, and illustrated all the many different things that heritage can
represent. The submissions were reviewed by a panel chosen by Arts Nova Scotia, and five
top designs were selected. These illustrations were then shared with a professional graphic
artist at Sperry Design, who used the artwork as inspiration for the flag.
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The heritage flag was raised and flown for the first time at Province House on
February 10", in time for the holiday on February 15, 2016.

| would like the members of the House to join me in congratulating all the students
who participated in the competition, and to let Keira know how proud we are of her
contribution.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Bedford.
GREER, STEVE/C.P. ALLEN HS - CDN. ASSOC. OF PHYSICIST AWARD

HON. KELLY REGAN: Every year, the Canadian Association of Physicists
recognizes excellence in teaching physics. Only one high school from the Atlantic Region
is selected each year, and this year Steve Greer of Charles P. Allen High School in Bedford
is the winner.

The CAP’s release notes that Mr. Greer is known for his use of hands-on and minds-
on activities. He inspires his students to wonder about the world, and he shares his passion
for the subject in diverse ways. He provides mentorship to other teachers across the
province, works with the Perimeter Institute’s Teachers Network, and even shares his love
of the subject at “pizza and physics workshops” after school.

Mr. Speaker, it is clear Mr. Greer is passionate about physics, and isn’t that what
we want for all our children to find - that subject that ignites their passion? | love that Mr.
Greer is modelling that for our children.

I’d like to congratulate Steve Greer on being recognized for his teaching excellence
and inspiration, and I’d like to thank the Canadian Association of Physicists for promoting
excellence.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Lunenburg.
JOHNSTON, SARA: NUMBER 9 CAFE - OPENING

MS. SUZANNE LOHNES-CROFT: The backbone of any economy is within its
entrepreneurs and small businesses. That’s why it’s so encouraging to see another small
business opening soon in Lunenburg.

Sara Johnston, who has relocated from Montreal, is opening Number 9, a café
modelled after the Italian social clubs of her hometown. Sara’s willingness to relocate from
a major centre and set up a small business in Lunenburg speaks of the appeal of rural Nova
Scotia. Her vision for her business is simple: to create a place where the community can
come together. In a recent article in our local paper, Sara says she knows it will take time,
but she is also happy to be in her favourite place.
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Mr. Speaker, | ask all members to join me in welcoming Sara Johnston to
Lunenburg and in wishing her the best in her business endeavours.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sydney-Whitney Pier.

MACKENZIE, GERRY/MGM & ASSOC.:
C.B. BUS. HALL OF FAME - INDUCTION

MR. DEREK MOMBOURQUETTE: Mr. Speaker, | rise to honour and
congratulate Gerry MacKenzie of MGM & Associates Chartered Accountants in Sydney,
who will be inducted into the Cape Breton Business Hall of Fame later this month. Gerry
has been a community leader both in the private sector and with various community
organizations over the last 30 years. In his professional career he has represented some of
the largest organizations across Cape Breton Island.

In his volunteer time he has volunteered with some great organizations, including
the United Way of Cape Breton, the Cape Breton Community Concert Association, Sydney
Downtown Development, and Cape Breton University - to name a few. | am honoured to
rise in my spot today to congratulate Gerry for all his success, both in the private sector
and his involvement in many organizations across Cape Breton.

MR. SPEAKER: As we’re drawing close to the beginning of Question Period, I
was advised earlier this morning by the honourable member for Sydney River-Mira-
Louisbourg that he wishes to make a motion for emergency debate under Rule 43.

The honourable member for Sydney River-Mira-Louisbourg.

HON. ALFIE MACLEOQOD: Mr. Speaker, therefore be it resolved that the business
of the House be set aside for the purpose of discussing a matter of urgent public importance.
The matter in question is the frustration and fear thousands of Nova Scotians feel because
they don’t have, and they are not able to attain, a family doctor.

This problem is made worse by the government’s new red tape requiring new
doctors to wait months to get approval to practise in our province and the fact that the
government is denying doctors who want to work in walk-in clinics. Doctors who want to
retire fear doing so because there is no guarantee that this government will allow for a
replacement.

A health care system that is there when we need it is part of the Canadian identity.
Nova Scotians, like all Canadians, expect that they will have a family doctor to treat them
when they are ill. Sadly, for far too many Nova Scotians, this is no longer the truth.
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This is an urgent issue that verges on a crisis, Mr. Speaker. It is irresponsible to do
nothing. This matter is of grave importance, and | urge members of this Assembly to
engage in an important debate for the Province of Nova Scotia. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: On this motion I have received more than the two hours’ notice
for the matter required under Rule 43(2). As Speaker, under Rule 43(4), |1 am required to
decide whether this matter is proper to be discussed.

| have considered the factors set out in Rule 43(4A), and this is a matter of grave
concern to Nova Scotians which concerns the administrative responsibilities of the
government and could come within the scope of ministerial action.

| considered the topic submitted to me by the honourable member for Sydney River-
Mira-Louisbourg and was prepared to ask for the leave of the House for it to proceed, but
| have run into a procedural stumbling block. Rules are very clear. Before | can determine
that a matter should have urgent consideration, I am required by Rule 43(4A) to have regard
to the probability of the matter being debated by the House within a reasonable time by
other means.

| announced earlier today the topic for late debate as submitted by the member for
Argyle-Barrington, under Rule 5(5), which will be debated at the moment of interruption
today. It is essentially the same subject as the proposed debate on the matter of urgent
public importance. This leads to the inescapable conclusion that not only will there be a
probability that this House will debate the matter within a reasonable time by other means,
there is a certainty that it will be debated today at the moment of interruption. Accordingly,
I am not able to conclude that the proposed debate meets the factor I’'m bound to consider
under the Rules, and we will be required to proceed with the shorter debate, as already
proposed for at the moment of interruption.

The honourable Government House Leader.

HON. MICHEL SAMSON: Mr. Speaker, in the spirit of co-operation, with
unanimous consent of the House, | would move that late debate be cancelled tonight and
instead, at the conclusion of Opposition Members’ Business by the NDP that the
emergency debate would start at that point and run for a period of two hours and at its
conclusion that the business of the House would be concluded for the day.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Official Opposition House Leader.
HON. CHRISTOPHER D’ENTREMONT: Thank you very much and I appreciate

the Government House Leader’s motion on this, but also | would withdraw our late debate,
so that we don’t run into that problem.
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MR. SPEAKER: Is it agreed on the honourable Government House Leader’s
motion?

It is agreed.

| would also make mention that the topic for late debate has already been submitted
and therefore was included on the order paper, so the motion to withdraw is denied.

ORDERS OF THE DAY
ORAL QUESTIONS PUT BY MEMBERS TO MINISTERS.
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Leader of the Official Opposition.
PREM. - GOV’T. (N.S.)/DOCTORS: NEGOTIATIONS - UPDATE

HON. JAMIE BAILLIE: Mr. Speaker, my question is to the Premier. This
government is not taking the doctor shortage seriously. Negotiations between the
government and our provincial doctors have been going on for over a year. During that
time many meetings and negotiations were cancelled or rescheduled by the government’s
side, by the Department of Health and Wellness, because they always said they needed
more time to prepare, and | will table that for the benefit of the House.

Mr. Speaker, will the Premier today update the House on the status of the
negotiations between Nova Scotia’s doctors and the Government of Nova Scotia?

HON. STEPHEN MCNEIL (The Premier): Mr. Speaker, | want to thank the
honourable member for the question. | want to thank all those who have been working on
behalf of the government and Doctors Nova Scotia to come to what is a fair and reasonable
agreement. We’re continuing to have that negotiation; we are continuing to talk at the table,
and we look forward to being able to communicate a positive result to the citizens of Nova
Scotia in the not too distant future.

MR. BAILLIE: Mr. Speaker, a CIHI report, the Canadian Institute for Health
Information, shows that Nova Scotia was one of only three provinces and territories in the
whole country that has not seen an increase in the number of doctors; that is despite the
Premier’s promise in the last election that every Nova Scotia family would have a doctor.

Mr. Speaker, when there is a doctor shortage in Nova Scotia, why is the Premier
allowing us to fall behind other provinces that are seeing some success in recruiting new
doctors?

THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, | want to thank the honourable member for the
question. It gives me an opportunity to talk about the fact that we’ve torn down the walls
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in the health care system, that the Health Authority is working across the province to ensure
that we have a distribution of health care providers. All new family physicians, health care
providers, have recognized the collaborative practice model is the one that has been
working, the one that actually has health care providers come and stay in communities
across the province. That model is rolling out. It’s unfortunate it didn’t roll out five years
ago, but we’re in the process of working that, encouraged by the 10 new doctors that are
going into Cape Breton.

We’re seeing signs of a possibility of doctors going into other communities. We’re
going to continue to work with our health care providers to ensure that Nova Scotians get
access to primary health care in the community they live in.

MR. BAILLIE: Mr. Speaker, the Nova Scotia Health Authority confirms that the
collaborative model the Premier talks about is five to 10 years away. In the meantime many
Nova Scotia families, thousands of them, are going without a doctor. It is unimaginable
that the government would not be out recruiting new doctors, while talking about
something that is five to 10 years into the future.

Mr. Speaker, people need doctors now. They were promised doctors now, but every
day that goes by, another doctor retires. In fact, Doctors Nova Scotia says that 800 to 900
doctors are scheduled to retire within the next 10 years, but I guess we’re all supposed to
wait.

Meanwhile the negotiations drag on and on, with the Department of Health and
Wellness not able to get to the table in a timely way and conclude an agreement. Mr.
Speaker, why is the government dragging its feet on negotiations with doctors, when there
is such an urgent family need?

THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, | want to thank the honourable member for the
question. He has a number of mistakes in the question. We’re not waiting five years for
collaborative practice. If he actually moved around the province, he would recognize
collaborative practices are being built now across the province. We’ve seen health care
teams working in communities in collaborative practice models. To suggest it’s five years
away, is simply misleading and trying to take a very serious situation Nova Scotians are
being faced with and try to politicize it for some political gain.

The reality of it is, Mr. Speaker (Interruptions)
MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. The honourable Premier has the floor.
THE PREMIER: The reality is, Mr. Speaker, negotiations are tough (Interruption)

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. The honourable Premier has the floor.
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THE PREMIER: Tell him auditioning time is coming, he’ll get a chance, he can
audition soon. Mr. Speaker, the fact of the matter is negotiations are always challenging
and always tough. Our health care providers recognize they’re part of getting us back to
fiscal health and we’re looking forward to finding a positive resolution to negotiations
taking place at the table.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth South.
PREM.: HEALTH CARE - FED. FUNDING FORMULA

MS. MARIAN MANCINI: Mr. Speaker, back in February the Premier
acknowledged that the campaign talk by the federal Liberals about changing the funding
formula for health care transfers is unlikely to become a reality. He said “The funding
formula on a per-capita basis is going to be very difficult for any government to make
substantive changes to.” I’ll table that.

Fast-forward to the most recent meeting of the Atlantic Premiers where the Premier
emerged calling for a new deal with Ottawa in health care funding. So | ask the Premier, if
he feels changes to the federal funding formula are unlikely, what type of deal with Ottawa
does he have in mind?

THE PREMIER: | want to thank the honourable member for the question. What |
said back when the formula was changed by the former Progressive Conservative
Government on a per capita basis is that it would be difficult for any province to go in and
take $8 billion from Alberta, which that formula provided them. I don’t know whether she
is suggesting that the Premier of Alberta is prepared to give us $1 billion - if she can
negotiate that, we’d be more than happy to make that happen.

What I said recently is that would be the way to go, to do that formula. But if that’s
not what they choose, then we need to look at any additional health care dollars - need to
take in demographics, the social determinants of health, all of the issues, aging population,
chronic disease management. Any new funding coming into health care needs to reflect the
needs of the parts of the region that are experiencing those very things that we believe
should be part of a health care formula.

MS. MANCINI: This government’s handling of the health care budget could
weaken any case the Premier may make for more money from Ottawa for health care. The
government has made cuts to long-term care, cuts to emergency departments, and cuts to
physician services. This government has underspent the hospital infrastructure budget by
tens of millions of dollars.

So I ask the Premier, is he at all concerned that his government’s handling of the
Health budget will weaken its position to negotiate a new funding deal from Ottawa?
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THE PREMIER: Again, | want to thank the honourable member for the question.
She knows very well when she talks about the infrastructure budget that all that money has
been committed. Projects are moving down. We’re making investments in health care
infrastructure that her Party ignored when they were in power. She should know very well
the investment we’re making in her community, in Dartmouth, around the Dartmouth
General, the HI announcement we made, the community outpatient clinic we’ve talked
about, and the investment we’re making in the Windsor hospital. Furthermore, we’ve done
nothing but strengthen our position when it comes to negotiating with the national
government.

Let me tell you, on the heels of national money flowing into this province, that
government did nothing but turn around and invest it in 7.5 per cent pay raises while wait
times were growing. We’re going to make sure that the investment Ottawa puts in this
province lands at the feet of patients in this province, to ensure that we have a system that
reflects our ability to be able to deliver health care that Nova Scotians expect their
government to deliver to them.

MS. MANCINI: There’s one thing we can take away from this ongoing discussion
on health funding, and that is that it will be quite some time before we see any changes to
federal health transfers. In the meantime, health care in Nova Scotia is deteriorating under
this government. The Premier has said they are tearing down walls in the health care system
- I would agree that there is, indeed, a demolition under way here.

| ask the Premier, given that ER closures are up, wait times are up, and more and
more Nova Scotians cannot find a family doctor, can he explain how his government’s plan
for health care is working?

THE PREMIER: For the first time, this province is looking at its health care system
in totality, in a holistic way. We’re able to invest to make sure that we’re putting the proper
infrastructure in place. Instead of sitting paralyzed by the opportunity like the former NDP
Government, we’ve moved forward to put together a plan on how we improve the
infrastructure in the province. We’ve laid out a plan around collaborative practice that is
rolling out, bringing health care providers into the system. We’re going to continue to work
with our clinicians across this province to make sure that Nova Scotians get access to health
care in the community where they live, in a timely manner.

We’re going to continue to work with those providers regardless of the pessimism
coming from the other side; we’re going to continue to do what we’ve been elected to do.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Argyle-Barrington.
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PREM. - DOCTORS N.S. NEGOTIATIONS: LEGAL FEES - JUSTIFY

HON. CHRISTOPHER D’ENTREMONT: Negotiations with Doctors Nova Scotia
have been going on for some time now. Last March government retained an outside lawyer,
Jack Graham, to lead this negotiation with a price tag of $150,000. In documents obtained
through a freedom of information request, the government said negotiating with doctors
requires skills not available to government. By December 2015 - and of course, I’1l table
that FOIPOP - Mr. Graham had billed $150,000, and the amount the government expected
to pay Mr. Graham was revised to $450,000.

At a time when Nova Scotians are without a doctor, how can the Premier justify
$450,000 to a lawyer?

THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, | want to say to the honourable member that that
funding is not all to the lawyer. We have a team of people who are working on behalf of
government.

We could do like previous governments have done and roll over, or we could make
sure we stand up and defend taxpayers to ensure that we get a fair deal, that we get a deal
that not only treats our health care professionals but also our taxpayers fairly.

MR. D’ENTREMONT: Mr. Speaker, the Canadian Institute of Health Information
reported that in 2014 all provinces and territories except for P.E.l., Manitoba, and Nova
Scotia - all but those three - had an increase in the number of doctors. (Interruption) I don’t
know why they think it’s funny that we didn’t have an increase in doctors in Nova Scotia
when every other province except those three did. I’'m sure that thousands in Nova Scotia
without a doctor, including those in Glace Bay and others, and that the doctors wish this
government would spend less on lawyers and more on recruiting doctors.

Will the Premier commit to stop spending hundreds of thousands of dollars on legal
advice from Liberal-friendly lawyers until the family doctor shortage is fixed?

THE PREMIER: | want to thank the honourable member for the question. We
continue to look for support outside for professional expertise when it comes to delivering
and negotiating on behalf of the citizens of the Province of Nova Scotia. We’re going to
continue to make sure that we have the appropriate team at the table negotiating on behalf
of the citizens of this province to ensure that that deal not only treats our health care
workers fairly but also treats the Treasury of this province and all taxpayers fairly.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sackville-Cobequid.
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HEALTH & WELLNESS - FAMILY DOCTOR:
ACCESSIBILITY - CRISIS CONFIRM

HON. DAVID WILSON: Mr. Speaker, yesterday doctors went public with their
concern about the Health Authority’s decision to restrict new licences in the central region.
They are claiming that this restriction is leading toward a staffing crisis in the short term.
One doctor pointed to the frustration felt by new graduates and those who are about to
retire. The doctor said, “Most of them who are about to retire are no longer able to provide
their patients with any assurance that they're going to be replaced, so they know that their
patients are going to be orphaned within a matter of months.” I’1l table that.

I’d like to ask the Minister of Health and Wellness, can the minister respond to the
concerns of these doctors who are worried that there is a looming crisis around access to a
family doctor? And | might say that a crisis is upon us right now, Mr. Speaker.

HON. LEO GLAVINE: I thank the member for the question. When this line of
questioning started a few weeks ago, there were at least two clinics that were identified as
in need of a doctor. We know that in the last few weeks, recruitment of doctors for those
clinics has now taken place, and they will be available to cover patients who were seen by
a doctor who has retired, and in another case is out due to illness. There is the contingency
plan to look after the needs of those clinics.

MR. DAVID WILSON: Mr. Speaker, the government doesn’t seem to understand
that the move toward collaborative care that the Premier and the minister have talked about
doesn’t happen overnight. In the meantime, doctor shortages have now crept into the city.
| know rural communities know full well the impact. One doctor said, “We get hundreds
of calls a day from desperate people looking for a family doctor . . . it's breaking our hearts
to turn them away but we are full to capacity.” I’ll table that.

The doctors are calling for a meeting with the minister, along with a third party,
because they know how important and critical this issue is. | ask the minister, will he
commit that there’s a problem here and commit to meeting with those doctors immediately,
before this situation worsens, Mr. Speaker?

MR. GLAVINE: The member opposite knows that even with a new group of
doctors and residents now graduating, getting them to commit to, for example, the current
walk-in clinics in the city is no guarantee whatsoever. In fact, two residents representing
the class of 2016 said there may be a few who would do a few shifts, so we know that we
have to look at the whole issue here, and the Health Authority and several others are
committed to meeting with GPs, walk-in clinics and clinicians here, and that meeting will
be announced very shortly.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sydney River-Mira-Louisbourg.
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HEALTH & WELLNESS: C.B. DOCTORS - DISCUSSIONS

HON. ALFIE MACLEOD: Mr. Speaker, my question through you is to the Minister
of Health and Wellness. Over the last couple of weeks we’ve been talking about the doctor
shortage around Nova Scotia and in particular in Cape Breton Island, and the minister keeps
touting how there has been 10 new doctors found for Sydney, and that’s a good thing, but
my question to him is, has he really sat down and talked to the doctors who are providing
service in the CBRM, had a discussion with them about the trials and tribulations that they
are going through? What has he done in actual contact with the doctors in Cape Breton
who are so concerned about the shortage there?

HON. LEO GLAVINE: Mr. Speaker, I’'m pleased to say that I’'ve met with quite a
number of doctors in Cape Breton. I’d like to in fact, relay for him in the House, a not-too-
distant meeting with the two doctors in Neils Harbour, and I said, you know, why haven’t
you been able to recruit here? The Physician Resource Plan said that they could have 2.75
doctors. We know that recruiting a 0.75 is going to be impossible, | found that out on a
Wednesday and on Thursday | had the 0.75 changed to a full position, and we were able to
recruit two doctors for Neils Harbour.

MR. MACLEOD: Mr. Speaker, on the weekend, the Leader of the Official
Opposition and the member for Northside-Westmount had an opportunity to meet with a
number of doctors in Cape Breton Island, and we sat for three hours and listened to their
concerns and what they were worried about in the health care system.

Part of that meeting, Mr. Speaker, was the discussion about the number of doctors
that have left, and are planning to leave. In the discussion 15 doctors were identified as
leaving from this point forward - not counting the ones that have already left. Fifteen
doctors - specialists, family practice, and people who wanted to retire. But I shouldn’t have
to tell that to the minister because he probably knows that from his Health Authority.

My question is, will he come to Sydney and meet with those doctors before the end
of this month?

MR. GLAVINE: Mr. Speaker, I’ll be in Sydney in June, or I’ll be in Cape Breton
in June. I will have a number of meetings with doctors and with people in communities in
Cape Breton to address the doctor issue. What I do know is that recruitment so far this year
is going very well, and I know that we’ll be able to meet many of the needs of communities.
I think i1t’s a matter of identifying which practices, which communities may be without a
doctor, and we will address that in the coming month.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings North.
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EECD - KCA: GR. 6 BAND - FUNDING CUT

MR. JOHN LOHR. Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Minister of Education and
Early Childhood Development. Parents at Kings County Academy have been very
disappointed to learn that funding for the Grade 6 band program has been cut. Most parents
will not be able to afford private music instruction for their children with the cut in funding
for the program. It is my understanding that the numbers were not declining for this
program and that other schools do offer Grade 6 band in the area.

My question, Mr. Speaker, for the minister, what would the minister say to parents
of Grade 6 students at KCA whose children will not have band instruction, even though
other neighbouring schools do receive this instruction?

HON. KAREN CASEY: Mr. Speaker, thank you to the member for the question.
I’'m certainly aware of the situation in the Valley, in particular in that school, where the
board has made a decision that they would not continue to offer band to Grade 6 students.
It is, as | have said before, a board decision.

I will say to the member that the funding that goes from the Department of
Education and Early Childhood Development to school boards, with respect to music, only
includes band after Grade 6, so band is not part of the funding to schools up to Grade 6. It
does begin in Grade 7 but in many boards and in many schools and in many communities,
students in Grade 6 do get an opportunity for band. Sometimes that is the band auxiliary
itself that is working with the parents and provides the funding for a band instructor, but
formal instruction in band does not begin until Grade 7.

MR. LOHR: | thank the minister for that answer, Mr. Speaker. The minister is very
quick to place responsibility at the feet of the school board, which made the ultimate
decision. Despite this insistence, the minister has to accept that the Department of
Education and Early Childhood Development sets conditions for these decisions.

Concerned parents from KCA will be hosting a meeting tomorrow night at 7:00
p.m. in New Minas to discuss the issue and the minister has been invited. My question for
the minister is, will the minister commit to attending the meeting with parents from KCA
to hear their concerns tomorrow night?

MS. CASEY: Mr. Speaker, the member says that 1 am quick to identify whose
responsibility it is. I think it’s important that everyone in this Legislature knows whose
responsibility it is and that the funding that we provide (Interruptions) Our grants to school
boards have increased by $80 million this year and I think that’s significant.

Unlike the NDP Government, we are not cutting funding from school boards, we
are increasing the funding to school boards.
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MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth South.
COM. SERV.: MATERNAL NUTRITIONAL ALLOWANCE - RAISE

MS. MARIAN MANCINI: Mr. Speaker, we know that a healthy pregnancy leads
to a healthy baby. Low-income women struggle during pregnancy to afford healthy food.
Manitoba has found a way to ensure that all low-income women are able to carry a healthy
baby to term. A recent report found that babies born to women who received an enhanced
benefit did greater in terms of low birth weight and prematurity than a similar group born
to low-income women who didn’t, all this for the low cost of just $81 per month, compared
to Nova Scotia’s $51.

Mr. Speaker, my question is to the Minister of Community Services is, given the
success in Manitoba, will the minister raise the maternal nutritional allowance to a rate
equal or above Manitoba’s?

HON. JOANNE BERNARD: I thank the member for the question. I’'m very pleased
to say that in the last budget we approved a $20 increase, the largest increase in the history
of the program, across the board. That would include not only pregnant mothers but
mothers, single parents, certainly persons with disabilities, across the board, the largest
increase ever in the program.

I’'m aware of the program in Manitoba. I’'m encouraged by the work that I’ve been
doing with my federal counterpart on the new child tax benefit that will be coming through
in July. I know that will enhance both would-be mothers, mothers, and single parents now
who have children in Nova Scotia, and make a considerable impact on their monthly
income.

MS. MANCINI: The only time the maternal nutritional allowance has ever been
increased was by my honourable colleague from Chester-St. Margaret's who raised this
allowance by 75 per cent. | will table that.

Since then the maternal nutritional allowance has remained frozen, despite soaring
costs for healthy, fresh food over the last two years. Unfortunately the proportion of low
birth weights in Nova Scotia is the fourth highest in Canada, at 6 per cent, and that’s despite
our low birth rate.

Mr. Speaker, given Nova Scotia’s maternal outcomes, will the minister commit to
raising the maternal nutritional allowance to reflect the current price of healthy food to
attain that?

MS. BERNARD: I thank the member for the question. One of the things we were
able to do in last year’s budget, in addition to the substantial increase this year, was to raise
the cap on the child tax benefit catchment area so that actually brought 1,000 new families
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into that program with an increase to their Child Benefit Tax Credit in Nova Scotia. | am
encouraged by the work that non-profits do all through this province including the new
market that opened not only in my own riding but the mobile market and also with the
farmers’ tax credit all which will enhance food security for low-income Nova Scotians in
the province.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth East.
ENVIRON.: TIDAL TURBINES - ENVIRON. MONITORING PLANS

MR. ANDREW YOUNGER: Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Acting Minister
of Environment. We all know the importance that tidal energy might bring to Nova Scotia
as research and development and for long-term energy needs. In fact, Emera plans to install
their first turbine soon, and a June 3" departure from Pictou is planned for the first turbine
with installation a few weeks later.

The berth holders have a requirement to have environmental monitoring plans
approved by both DFO and Nova Scotia Environment, and FORCE announced their draft
environmental monitoring rules which also said they have to have their own plans.
Yesterday, fishermen who called Nova Scotia Environment and DFO were told that no
monitoring plans have yet been approved. When will the environmental monitoring plans
for the first tidal turbines be approved?

HON. LEO GLAVINE: Mr. Speaker, with this reference to energy, | will pass that
to the Minister of Energy.

HON. MICHEL SAMSON: Mr. Speaker, we are very excited to see that the
turbines are going to be deployed. This is a tremendous opportunity for Nova Scotia to be
able to harness our tidal energy and produce a renewable, consistent form of energy for our
province. Naturally, as | have pointed out in an op-ed that was published recently, this is
being done at the same time with ultimate concern for the fisheries and for the habitat to
ensure that there is protection there. These are demonstration turbines, there will be all the
necessary monitoring that will take place with those turbines, and we will continue to work
with our federal partners, the local fishermen, and all interested parties.

MR. YOUNGER: I do not disagree with anything the Minister of Energy said, Mr.
Speaker. However there is a requirement that the individual sites have monitoring plans in
place and yesterday, both Nova Scotia Environment and DFO said that they have not yet
approved them. Yet the first turbine is leaving the wharf in Pictou on June 3™ for a
tentatively scheduled installation of June 24" or June 26™.

I think the minister can understand there are fishermen that are concerned about it.
| agree with him on the potential, but | am just asking a very simple question. With the first
scheduled turbines just a few weeks away and consultation still required on the installation
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and environmental monitoring plans, what will happen if the DFO and Nova Scotia
Environment do not provide sign-off before the scheduled installation?

MR. SAMSON: Again, Mr. Speaker, the tidal industry has tremendous opportunity
for Nova Scotia and | can tell you that the entire world is watching this technology. We
know that the tides in the Bay of Fundy are the strongest tides in the world and therefore,
if we are able harness those tides here, there is an opportunity for Nova Scotia companies
to be able to export that knowledge throughout the world.

As well, Mr. Speaker, | have been disappointed in the fact that | have not heard one
of the members from Pictou County talk about the great employment opportunity that this
has created putting hundreds of people to work at the Pictou shipyard and building these
turbines.

There is more news that will be coming for that area as well, and it is unfortunate
they do not share our optimism that we have for the economy in Pictou and the opportunity
that the tidal industry will bring, but we will continue to work in promoting this industry
and make sure to work with all of our stakeholders.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Pictou East.
TIR: BAY FERRIES - MGT. FEE

MR. TIM HOUSTON: Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Minister of
Transportation and Infrastructure Renewal. Maybe the Minister of Energy could listen up
too, he does not seem to be doing a great job of listening.

Portland City Council had a very public meeting late in April to discuss the
Yarmouth ferry contract. The City of Portland also then went ahead and posted online the
full contract between the city and Bay Ferries; maybe they were boasting a little bit about
the contract that they were able to sign. Sadly here in Nova Scotia, where taxpayers are
paying and paying and paying, this government is reluctant to share important details of
the contract with the good people of the province.

I would like to ask the minister one more time, will the minister commit today to
tell the people of the province how much the management fee being paid to Bay Ferries is?

HON. GEOFF MACLELLAN: Mr. Speaker, | would like to hand that question to
the Minister of Energy. (Laughter)

Look, we have talked about this many times both here in Question Period and
estimates. There are competitive factors that are implicated with respect to this
management fee. That part of the contract was the exact same clause that was part of the
PC Party’s contract with Bay Ferries. There is legitimacy. This isn’t about protecting
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anybody. This is the legitimacy of a competitive factor with respect to the management
fees that are charged by a private sector operator.

MR. HOUSTON: The most open and transparent government, maybe not so much.
| think at one point in time, members also used to ride up to this House on horseback. The
minister is quite happy to drive in his car. Things change, minister. We want to know what
the management fee is because low passenger numbers, taxpayers pay (Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. The honourable member for Pictou East has the
floor.

MR. HOUSTON: Dock improvements, taxpayers pay; vessel improvements,
taxpayers pay; management fees, taxpayers pay. The government is not interested in
talking about that today, so I’ll ask another question. Is the CAT still going to sail on June
15 as advertised? Maybe you can give us a little glimpse as to how the reservations are -
I’ve heard they’re very poor. Maybe you can clear that up for the House today.

MR. MACLELLAN: The reality is this: we support the Yarmouth ferry, the Nova
Scotia ferry service. It’s for the province. It’s for all of us. It’s an important part of a
transportation link with the U.S. This is what | can tell the member opposite, the entire
House, and all Nova Scotians: we’re moving in the right direction.

Bay Ferries has a tremendous model. They have put a lot of work into this to make
sure this is done right. Every stakeholder, every part of the Nova Scotia ferry, is moving in
a positive manner. The communities are excited. The region’s excited. The only negativity
now with the Nova Scotia ferry is coming from that member, that Leader, and that Party.
We’re moving on with Nova Scotians. They’re leaving that cynicism behind.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings North.

BUS. - DIGBY PINES/LISCOMBE LODGE:
NEWCASTLE MGT. FEE - RELEASE (05/16)

MR. JOHN LOHR: My question is for the Minister of Business. Last week |
requested that the minister provide a breakdown of the total contract value fees that are
being paid to New Castle Hotels and Resorts. Through Digby Pines and Liscombe Lodge,
New Castle has been costing the taxpayers of Nova Scotia around $1.5 million per year.
The taxpayers deserve to know how much that corporation is making through this contract.

My question for the minister is, since the minister has already committed to
providing this what-should-be-public information already, will he commit to providing this
information by the end of this session?
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HON. MARK FUREY: As I indicated to my colleague in a previous question in
Question Period, | have no problem sharing that information with him or anyone else. |
indicated at the time that those management fees have gone on for some 10 years now,
when that Party was in power. Management fees are not abnormal in these processes. What
I will tell my colleague is the management fees are the lowest they have ever been, under
our government. Before the end of this session, I’ll have that information for my colleague.

MR. LOHR: | guess | have to confess a little bit of confusion. On one hand, the
Minister of Business is willing to disclose the management fees, and that’s great; we look
forward to seeing them. On the other hand, the Minister of Transportation and
Infrastructure Renewal is not willing to disclose it. 1 know this is the most transparent
government ever (Interruptions) On things that they choose to be transparent on. My
question for the Minister of Business is, which minister is following the policy of the
government on being transparent, his department or the Minister of Transportation and
Infrastructure Renewal?

MR. FUREY: | appreciate the opportunity to recognize the good work that my
colleague in Department of Transportation and Infrastructure Renewal is doing on behalf
of all Nova Scotians. These are clearly two different industries. Contractual agreements
vary from contract to contract and from industry to industry. As that member should be
aware of under his government, management fees existed then, management fees exist
now, and management fees will exist into the future.

| want to repeat, for the benefit of this House and all Nova Scotians, the
management fees associated with this particular contract are the lowest they have ever been
in the history of this particular file. I will commit to getting those numbers to my colleague
before the end of this session.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Truro-Bible Hill-Millbrook-Salmon
River.

EECD - SURPLUS SCHOOLS: MUNICIPALITIES - DOWNLOADING

MS. LENORE ZANN: A few weeks ago | had the opportunity to ask staff from the
Department of Municipal Affairs about Section 93 of the Education Act, which authorizes
the transfer of surplus schools back to municipalities. With the ongoing school review
process, many rural municipalities are concerned about financial responsibility for aging
schools being downloaded onto them, regardless of the potential liabilities associated with
these buildings. Parents in Bridgeport are seeking a meeting with the Minister of Education
and Early Childhood Development as they seek to avert the closure of their school.

My question for the Minister of Education and Early Childhood Development is
this: is her department working with the Department of Municipal Affairs about this
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problem, and what is she doing about the concerns of municipalities caused by this section
of the Education Act?

HON. KAREN CASEY: Mr. Speaker, I'm pleased to stand and perhaps provide
some clarification. We are respecting the decisions that have been made with respect to the
return of schools after they are no longer used for public education. Pre-1982 schools go
back to the municipality. In the case of Cape Breton, there are a couple of schools that will
revert back to the church, and in the case of the P3 schools, if they are no longer used, they
go back to the private partner.

MS. ZANN: Actually, Mr. Speaker, the legislation does not provide municipalities
with the ability to refuse to take control of surplus schools. CBRM in particular is facing
this closure of 17 schools, 15 of which they say they are grudgingly accepting because of
their legal obligation. I will table that.

Staff from the Department of Municipal Affairs have indicated that this has come
up in their discussions with the municipalities, so | actually have a question for the Minister
of Municipal Affairs. Can he please provide an update on his department’s efforts to
address these concerns, since the Minister of Education and Early Childhood Development
doesn’t seem to feel that it is appropriate for her to address it?

HON. ZACH CHURCHILL: Mr. Speaker, I do take exception to the member’s
previous comment. The Minister of Education and Early Childhood Development has done
nothing but answer questions very clearly and directly in this House. We all appreciate the
great work that that minister is doing in restoring the funding to our institutions that that
government cut when they were in power.

In relation to conversations with municipalities around surplus schools, that is part
of the conversation that we’ve been engaged with through our partnership agreements, and
that’s a conversation that will continue.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sydney River-Mira-Louisbourg.
PREM.: CAYLEY’S LAW - STANCE

HON. ALFIE MACLEOD: Mr. Speaker, my question through you is for the
Premier. Yesterday the member for Pictou East, with the assistance of Carolyn Fox,
introduced a bill called Cayley’s Law. The Premier acknowledged the bravery and the
heartbreak of Cayley’s family and friends.

The Premier’s former communications director took exception to the bill and made
his feelings known on Twitter. He likened the effort to seek help for kids with mental illness
and to give the family a platform for change to garbage. Mr. Speaker, I'll table that -
garbage.
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Mr. Speaker, my question for the Premier is, does the Premier agree with this staff
member that Cayley’s Law is garbage?

THE PREMIER: Again, | want to thank the honourable member for the question.
Of course all members of this House - | said this yesterday - the family coming forward to
talk about what has happened to their family and finding ways that we could better deal
with ensuring that we are dealing with the multiple challenges that our children are facing
as they grow through adolescence.

We’re going to continue to do that, the work that we’ve been doing in our education
system, investing year after year in SchoolsPlus programs. We’ve hired more psychologists
this year - I think it’s now providing 29 across our school system - working with teachers
to be able to identify early onset of mental illness in our children, to be able to provide
those supports, trying to work out with our clinicians to make sure that we’re putting in
place in the community out-supports required to help deal with this issue.

Every member of this House, every family across this province, at some level has
had issues around mental illness and mental health challenges. We’re now talking about
them. The family came out yesterday in a very painful way and told us about their personal
story, which is tragic. No one in this House wants to ever experience what this family has
experienced.

We’ll learn from what they’ve been able to do and other families about their
experiences and what we can best do to put in those supports. We’re going to continue to
work with our health care providers and families like the one that was here yesterday, to
ensure that we continue to do the best we can to provide supports for our children.

MR. MACLEOD: | want to thank the Premier for that answer, Mr. Speaker.
Carolyn Fox showed amazing courage yesterday by coming forward and telling her story.
She did it in the hope of preventing another family from having to go through what she has
gone through. She deserves our respect and our gratitude; she does not deserve nasty
Twitter remarks.

So, my question to the Premier is quite simple, will the Premier distance himself
from his staffer’s remarks by passing Cayley’s Law?

THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, | think any member of this House would know how
I conduct myself, that | would not associate myself with those remarks regardless of who
presented them. You know our government is continuing to work with clinicians across
this province to ensure that we have supports in place. We’re working with our education
partners to ensure that we’re providing those supports.

Yesterday it was brought to the attention - actually a reporter asked the question
about when a health care provider or an education provider is presented with private
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information, but potentially doing harm by not disclosing it; those are very difficult
decisions that we have to make. I’ve asked our Department of Justice to look at that, other
ways that we can make sure that if someone is communicating one thing to a health care
provider, but not telling that to their parents, and the parents don’t know - is there a way
for the health care provider to be able to provide that support, Mr. Speaker? Those are the
things that we’re going to continue to go on with.

This is a tragedy. Any time that we lose a young Nova Scotian without being able
to provide them with support it’s a tragedy for all of us. And at no time would I ever, ever,
ever associate myself with any remarks, Mr. Speaker - regardless if it’s said in this House
or outside of this House - that would demean anyone who came forward to make sure that
they tell their story to make things better.

Mr. Speaker, that’s what I hope all of us are in this House to do - to make things
better for Nova Scotians.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Inverness.

PREM. - PLANNING & PRIORITIES DEP. MIN.:
PERSONAL SERV. CONTRACT - DUTIES

MR. ALLAN MACMASTER: Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Premier. We
see lots of money being spent on management fees and it begs the question as to what value
the people of the province are getting for those fees.

Last Fall, the Premier gave his Deputy Minister of Planning and Priorities a
personal services contract, which was strange because | know the issue came up with the
media about the recipient of this income having to pay less tax, and we know the
government has spoken out against that in debates we’ve had about lowering the small
business tax rate. However, Mr. Miller was no longer going to be a deputy minister, but
was now taking the title of senior executive advisor, and we know he’s getting $15,000 a
month for this.

Can the Premier explain what duties Mr. Miller performs for this?

THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, well first of all 1 want to say on behalf of all Nova
Scotians how pleased I am that a person of Mr. Miller’s calibre decided to leave the private
sector and come and provide his expertise in the province.

Mr. Miller has been working in Priorities and Planning. As the honourable member
would know, all of the Treasury Board now has been moved out and put in the Department
of Finance. Mr. Miller’s responsibility is to continue to work on the growth strategy that
we work through the lvany commission and the One Nova Scotia commission, Mr.
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Speaker, to ensure that we continue to drive the priorities of that commission and this
government, and all Nova Scotians.

Mr. Speaker, he’s continuing to work with the Deputy to the Premier and the
Minister of Finance and Treasury Board to continue to show that we continue to provide
stable finances for the Province of Nova Scotia, that we continue to negotiate contracts that
reflect our ability to pay, and that we continue to make sure that the services Nova Scotians
expect in this province are done in an affordable, sustainable way.

MR. MACMASTER: Well, Mr. Speaker, that is fine; we hope that there is good
value being received for that.

I wonder if the Premier would be open to tabling Mr. Miller’s invoices so that the
public may see a full description of the work that he has been performing, so that is
available to Nova Scotians?

THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, | thank the honourable member for the question. Mr.
Miller is on a contract and I think that has been tabled. Surely they’ve gone over every
contract government has had in the past period of time.

But let me be clear at how fortunate we are that people provide (Interruption) the
honourable member asked me if | was the Premier. Absolutely, Mr. Speaker, you want to
know that I’m the Premier, because we are going to continue to lead direction and move
this province forward. We’re not going to allow the union leaders to run this province;
we’re going to run it. We’re not going to allow Opposition to take us off track in providing
good economic growth. We’re not going to allow the Opposition to move us. We’re
increasing our youth support to this province. We’re not going to allow the Opposition to
move us on the fact that private sector optimism is up. We’re not going to allow the
Opposition to take us off track - population growth. We’re not going to allow the
Opposition to take us off track to see exports up. We’re not going to allow the Opposition
to distract us from moving this province forward. That’s leadership.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sackville-Cobequid.
HEALTH & WELLNESS - ZIKA VIRUS: DEPT. STAFF - ADEQUACY

HON. DAVID WILSON: Mr. Speaker, we see the Premier roll out the clock that
tells him he should sit down, stop him from keeping going.

The first reported case of Zika virus in Nova Scotia was announced this week. As
the Deputy Chief Medical Officer explained, the risk of Zika to Nova Scotians is low.
However, it’s important to be adequately prepared for any outbreak. With the recent
restructuring of the Department of Health and Wellness, the levels of staff and resources
are called into question.
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Mr. Speaker, with less staffing and resource capability in the Department of Health
and Wellness, can the minister be assured that his department can adequately manage Zika,
or any other viral outbreak in Nova Scotia?

HON. LEO GLAVINE: Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to say that Dr. Frank Atherton
gave a very good account of the one case and also the fact that we have a climate not likely
to have the virus active in our province. However, in terms of notifying physicians and
clinical practitioners as to what they should look for, that information has gone out from
the department. The department is prepared not only in terms of Zika, but if there should
be any kind of epidemic that needs to be contended with.

MR. DAVID WILSON: Mr. Speaker, our province has had to deal with outbreaks
before, with HIN1 and other viral infections. HIN1 showed us that the Department of
Health and Wellness requires a comprehensive plan and sufficient resources to be able to
properly manage these viral diseases. A lot of that leadership came from the Minister of
Health and Wellness’s own office.

President Obama and the CDC, the Center for Disease Control, has warned the
public that as temperatures begin to rise, mosquitos that carry the Zika virus could
potentially reach Maine, placing Nova Scotia at risk. So I’d like to ask the minister, can
the minister tell the House if a plan is currently in place at the department, in the event that
more Zika cases are confirmed here in Nova Scotia?

MR. GLAVINE: I thank the member for presenting that important question to the
Legislature here today. What I can say is that we’re fortunate to have the medical expertise
and the Chief Medical Officer and his assistant to be able to lead any kind of plan to deal
with an epidemic of any nature here in the province, or any kind of outbreak that may be
seasonal.

We have learned many lessons from HINI1, and now we’re able to move very
quickly as a province to contend with any medical incident we may have to deal with.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings North.

HEALTH & WELLNESS - VALLEY HOSPICE:
PROJ. ANNOUNCEMENT - TIME FRAME

MR. JOHN LOHR: My question is for the Minister of Health and Wellness.
Yesterday the minister announced Hospice Halifax - and | will table that announcement -
which is set to open in December 2017. While | am sure the citizens of HRM are delighted
and the hospice is needed, | will remind the minister that the Valley Hospice fundraising
finished two years ago with $4 million raised.
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My question for the minister is, what does the minister say to the hard-working
citizens of the Valley who completed their part in getting a hospice? Why are we treated
as second-class citizens here and still waiting for this hospice project to be announced?

HON. LEO GLAVINE: Mr. Speaker, what | can first tell the House is that during
the last time his Party was in government, the word “hospice” was not even written in the
Department of Health and Wellness. We started at ground zero, we’re just about there, and
the member for Kings South with certainly get an invitation.

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. The time allotted for Oral Questions Put by
Members to Ministers has expired.

OPPOSITION MEMBERS’ BUSINESS
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable New Democratic Party House Leader.

HON. DAVID WILSON: Mr. Speaker, would you please call the order of business,
Private Members’ Public Bills for Second Reading.

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ PUBLIC BILLS FOR SECOND READING
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable New Democratic Party House Leader.

HON. DAVID WILSON: We’ll be going in a rotation of 15 minutes. I’ll get a
schedule to the Government House Leader in a few moments.

Mr. Speaker, would you please call Bill No. 167.
Bill No. 167 - Fair Drug Pricing Act.
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Sackville-Cobequid.

HON. DAVID WILSON: I’'m glad to rise and speak for a few moments on Bill No.
167. | think it is upon us, when we see concerns in our community, to make sure that we
try to address them. It doesn’t matter if you’re in government or if you’re in Opposition
Parties - we need to try to improve the process in which Nova Scotians receive services or
how they receive information. (Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. I’d like to remind everybody, the honourable
member for Sackville-Cobequid has the floor.

MR. DAVID WILSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As I was saying, it’s important,
as an Opposition Party or government members, to ensure that we educate and inform the
residents in our province on changes to legislation, changes to policy, and new legislation
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that may be on the horizon for government. That’s really what’s behind this piece of
legislation.

Seniors’ Pharmacare regulation legislation like this enshrines the importance of
ensuring that seniors in this province who utilize the Seniors’ Pharmacare Program know
what’s going on, know what potential changes are on the horizon for them. We don’t have
to go that far back in history to a few months ago when the government decided to make
changes to the Seniors’ Pharmacare Program. When I asked the Minister of Health and
Wellness last year - it was just over a year ago - | asked the minister, on behalf of the
120,000 Nova Scotian seniors who utilize the Seniors’ Pharmacare Program, if there were
going to be any changes or increases in premiums for that program. | have to say, at the
time the Minister of Health and Wellness stood up in his place and assured not only myself
but the 120,000 seniors that under his watch, under the Liberal Government, there would
never be an increase in the Seniors’ Pharmacare.

Well, I don’t know if the Minister of Health and Wellness was not following the
briefings he was given or talking points, but we know that just didn’t happen. You can call
it whatever you want, Mr. Speaker. I know I can’t call it what I want because it’s
unparliamentary, but it was definitely stretching the parameters of reality at the time
because there was no intention to live up to that answer. We’ve seen that the minister came
out recently and tried to increase Seniors’ Pharmacare rates, to the dismay of those 120,000
seniors who you hear from on a continuous basis.

| engage with the seniors in my community who I represent on an ongoing basis. |
try to find out what their issue is. | have to say, come January, February, and March, | hear
from a number of seniors who are entering, or potentially could enter, the Seniors’
Pharmacare Program. They ask, what should | do? Many healthy seniors who might not
have been prescribed medication at that time or who might not have any kind of chronic
disease or ailment, many of them question if they should enter the Seniors’ Pharmacare
Program.

| always try not to make that decision for them, but inform them on the importance
of having that protection. If something were to happen down the road - and it is like if you
had a vehicle, Mr. Speaker, and you did not put insurance on it and you drove it and ended
up in a motor vehicle accident and you did not have insurance to cover it and then called
the insurance company to say oh, | want insurance now to cover that accident. It is the
same.

I know seniors of Nova Scotia are concerned when the amount of money that they
bring in on a monthly basis should cover their expenses, and when you add a new one,
when you turn 65, it concerns them and they try to make the best decision that they can in
the situation that they are living in. | am talking about seniors on low income, middle
income, and even the higher-income seniors who might have a pension or investments that
they rely on in their retirement.
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We have seen the backlash when the government decided to make changes to the
Seniors’ Pharmacare Program. One thing that was really concerning was the lack of
information and the lack of will really to provide the information that was needed to make
a good decision on if this was a positive move forward or if this was going to be something
that would have a negative effect on seniors.

| know the program was paraded out, and the changes to the Seniors’ Pharmacare
Program were paraded out that it was a good thing. This was going to solve all the issues
for seniors - seniors are going to pay less, and more will not pay premiums at all. But after
questioning the government’s data and the information released, not only as an MLA and
as a Party, but even the media knew there was more to this story than what was being
presented at the time of the news conference. It took repeated attempts to try to get that
information even in the Public Accounts Committee, where the deputy minister could not
answer, or would not answer, the questions around the information that not only the media,
but seniors, wanted to have.

Lo and behold, sometime later we realized that the changes were going to have a
negative effect on a lot of seniors, many seniors who would have seen an increase in their
rates, some of them by over 100 per cent. Then started the calls to my constituency office,
and | know for a fact that that was the start of the calls to not only the minister’s office but
the Premier’s Office - and | am sure all members in the government caucus received calls
from seniors. If they did not, | would be surprised because | know seniors were deeply,
deeply concerned about the changes to this program, and this program really ensures some
of our most vulnerable citizens do not have to make that impossible choice between
medication and food or rent or those things that are necessities, shelter or anything like
that. There was a strong reaction as | said from seniors about these changes, and | know it
had an impact with the government’s eventual turnaround on this.

That is why I think it is paramount that we bring legislation here forward to address
this issue. Because | have to say the seniors | spoke to, some of them were extremely upset;
they were visibly upset; they were concerned about their well-being; and | heard from so
many who said | will have to just go without it and roll the dice on potentially enduring
costs that would normally be covered under our Seniors’ Pharmacare Program because
they were going to opt out of that program. And for me to hear that from elderly people in
my community was beyond, that the government would put them in that position. Not only
that, they brought forward the information and the correspondence that was provided to
them from the government, from the program, requiring information that was never
provided in the past - and in a threatening tone.

When | read the letter that required them to take action within the end of - | believe
it was the end of the month when they received that letter, | have never seen that type of
language geared toward people who needed to make a decision on if they were going to
stay in the program, if they’re going to provide the information, or if they’re going to opt
out.
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That’s no way - no way - to treat the seniors of this province. | believe the
government recognized that. | think there may have been somewhat of an apology from the
government - I don’t know if it was the Minister of Health and Wellness or the Premier -
about the language and the tone of that letter that seniors received. It might have been the
minister; | think it was the minister.

I’m concerned that that process took place and that seniors in this province were
left wondering what they should do. Should they continue paying into a program that would
hopefully support them and hopefully see them lead a healthier lifestyle? Medication,
pharmaceutical, is an important part of trying to get your health better sometimes, Mr.
Speaker. Of course, all the nutrition and exercise are there, but there are times when
medication is needed. Many people depend on medication to survive. They depend on
medication to get by.

This left a huge portion of our population scared, concerned, angry, and upset. |
probably could go on and on if | had a thesaurus in front of me; | heard from so many
people who were upset over these changes.

What this piece of legislation would do is require not only this government but
governments into the future, if they’re going to change this program that supports the
seniors of our province, seniors who have built our province, then at least it should come
to the floor of the Legislature for a debate so that not only Opposition members but also
government - government would have to stand up and defend that potential change.
Opposition members could stand up and look at and evaluate if that was a positive thing or
a negative thing.

I don’t think it’s too much to ask, especially with what transpired over the last
number of months dealing with Seniors’ Pharmacare and the uncertainty that it left so many
seniors with. Something has to be done, and I do not trust the government. | do not trust
the government to say that they learned their lesson and we’re not going to go down that
road again.

As | said in my opening remarks, | asked the minister on the floor of this Legislature
if he was going to raise the rates, and the minister said no, not under his watch.
(Interruption)

He didn’t. The Minister of Health and Wellness is yelling across that he didn’t raise
it. But he wanted to, Mr. Speaker. I don’t know if it was his choice, the Premier’s choice,
or the Minister of Finance and Treasury Board’s choice. They wanted to.

They didn’t because there was backlash from 120,000 seniors. There was backlash
from people in the community who said this was not fair, to treat our seniors like that.
That’s why they didn’t. And that’s why this legislation is important, I believe, and our
caucus believes.
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| would hope that the government sees the necessity to approve something like this
so that, in the future - the next budget cycle, next year, if it’s the Liberals or whoever - if
they want to look at the Seniors’ Pharmacare Program for a source of revenue like this
decision when they were going to increase the premiums, they’d need to come to the floor
of this Legislature. They’d need to defend that. They’d need to provide information, all the
information, the good and the bad, pros and cons of it. That would give the Opposition
Parties an opportunity to debate it.

More importantly, it’s not to give Opposition members a chance to stand on their
feet and talk about this. What | see as important about this legislation is that it gives the
ability for seniors and for the public to have their say because of the process that we have
in approving legislation. That’s Law Amendments. Seniors could come to Law
Amendments. People who support seniors could come to Law Amendments. People who
care for their family members, who might not be seniors, could come to Law Amendments
and try to make a presentation on if this is a good change or a bad change.

The government has committed now, when they backtracked and they pulled back
the pending increase, that they will do some consultation. But listen, we don’t have any
information about that. I think it’s not asking too much.

The government made a mistake. They apologized for some of the actions they
took, but here’s a way for the government to say to Nova Scotian seniors that we understand
that that was not the way we should have done things. We should have consulted more; we
should have brought all the information forward and by passing this piece of legislation it
will do just that. I look forward to the government members’ support on this legislation
and having a vote a little later.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Chebucto.

MR. JOACHIM STROINK: Mr. Speaker, | appreciate the opportunity to speak
about this Bill No. 167, the Fair Drug Pricing Act, amended. Seniors are important to Nova
Scotia. They have helped shape our province and they continue to be key influences in our
families and communities. This is a big reason why I live in Nova Scotia; my parents are
part of that senior category. My parents are aging in this province and they’re proud to live
here and I’'m proud to live here with them, so I want to ensure that their health and their
safety is the most important thing for this government and for any government that comes
forward.

As we know, Nova Scotians have the oldest population in this country. We are
currently about 175,000 people aged 65 years and over. We expect this demographic group
to continue to grow to about 260,000 Nova Scotians by 2030; so you can see that we need
to prepare for this demographic shift. That is why we are engaging seniors on the topics
that are important to them this year in meaningful ways.
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We will be reaching out to older Nova Scotians and the people and organizations
that care about them in the coming months. Mr. Speaker, one thing we do know is that
seniors want to be included in the life of this province. We recognize that many government
decisions impact them in some way so it is important that we consider their interests,
perspectives, needs, and contributions as we develop public policy, legislation, programs
and services.

We need to include the diverse perspectives and experiences of our seniors so
government can better understand the impact that its decisions may have on this population.
It is important that older Nova Scotians have an opportunity to share their insights.

Mr. Speaker, when we announced changes to the Seniors’ Pharmacare earlier this
year it was to ensure that all Nova Scotians over the age of 65 had access to insurance
coverage to help with the costs of prescription medications. The program ensures that for
everyone, regardless of medical history or age.

Mr. Speaker, | remember a specific phone call from a paramedic. That paramedic
called me and said the changes you are making are helping the less fortunate seniors. He
said | am tired of picking up seniors at their homes who had to make a choice between food
and drugs. I’m tired of going to their house to help them - if they could just take drugs that
were prescribed to them. And that is exactly what we did. Yes, we acknowledged that the
seniors told us that the changes that we were trying to accomplish were too much, too soon,
and our actions had unintended consequences. As a good government, we listened to those
concerns. We will consult with seniors from one end of the province to the other, to ensure
their thoughts are heard before we make any changes in the future.

Mr. Speaker, | appreciate that the member opposite has brought this bill forward on
behalf of Nova Scotian seniors. I don’t believe having the legislation approved to changes
to policies and programs is effective. It is true that we represent the people but I believe
changes to policies and programs should be based on comprehensive data and by engaging
with those who are impacted.

We know seniors want to be recognized for the contribution they make and they
want to be involved in changes that may be significantly impacting them. Mr. Speaker,
they want to be included in the life of this province.

Many government decisions impact them in some way, so it is important that we
consider their interests, perspectives, needs, and contributions as we develop public policy,
legislation, programs, and services. We need to include the diverse perspectives and
experiences of our seniors so that government can better understand the impact that its
decisions may have on this population.

We will also be looking to them to help identify ways to remain active and
participating members of our communities and economy. Government is designing what a
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public consultation looks like right now. While the plan is not yet done, I can assure you
that there will be a variety of ways for people to participate and provide feedback. We have
an opportunity to shape many of our programs that support seniors, to ensure that they are
fair, accessible, and available for many years to come, including Seniors’ Pharmacare.

Mr. Speaker, with those brief words, | want to thank you for the opportunity to
speak on this bill. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Leader of the Official Opposition.

HON. JAMIE BAILLIE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | am pleased to rise and speak
on this bill. It is an NDP bill, but despite that, it does have some merit. | do want to talk to
that today.

In a way, it could actually be called “The Bill to be Upfront With Seniors When the
Government is Making Changes to the Pharmacare Program.” It addresses what was a real
problem here just a few months ago, and the government did anything but be clear with
seniors about what they were doing with that important Pharmacare Program.

Raising seniors’ premiums by 100 per cent or 200 per cent by a press release - a
press release that was incomplete, to be polite, about what was really going on with
Seniors’ Pharmacare Program - is unfair. It is not transparent. It is disrespectful of seniors.
As a result, it now appears that we need a bill in this Legislature to compel the government
to be direct and upfront with seniors about what they’re doing with the Pharmacare
Program and the premiums that go with it.

Mr. Speaker, to many seniors - and in fact, just to look at the Pharmacare Program
and the way it’s financed - the premium is basically a tax. The Pharmacare Program is the
Pharmacare part of our health care system. It is the drug plan of our universal health care
system.

For the hospital part of our system, for the doctor part, there is no fee, and that’s
something that all Canadians are very proud of and should be protected. For Pharmacare,
which is a Nova Scotia add-on to the publicly-funded, universally-available health care
system, there is a premium.

That premium was originally set in such a way that the government would pay 75
per cent of the Pharmacare costs and the seniors themselves would pay 25 per cent. That’s
actually how this got started. This Pharmacare Program has become part of our health care
system, and a very important part, because over the past 20-some years since the beginning
of the Pharmacare Program, modern medicine has come a long way. There are some
wonderful medicines today that are available that keep seniors healthy longer, that allow
them to stay at home longer, and that allow them to participate in the life of their
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community as volunteers and to live actively longer - which is great for the seniors
themselves, of course, and only fair, since those drugs are now available to us in 2016.

It also provides an important benefit to the government, because seniors are then
not going into nursing homes earlier than they need to. They’re not reaching a health crisis
and showing up in emergency rooms, whether a senior has a chronic disease - like
hypertension, high blood pressure, or diabetes, that can be regulated through modern drugs
to allow them to live a fulfilling life longer - or for many, many other illnesses. These are
great things. And it is both morally right and financially smart for the government to make
sure that seniors, regardless of their income, get the medicines that they need. For 20 years,
through all Parties that has been established.

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. | would ask all members of the House to keep the
chatter a little quieter than it is at this level.

The honourable Leader of the Official Opposition has the floor.

MR. BAILLIE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. When you look at the Seniors’
Pharmacare Program, the way it was designed as part of our health care system, the
premium is really a tax. It is a tax, and like any other tax, changes to it should be brought
to this Legislature where they can be debated in public and where if the government wishes
to reach that much deeper into the pockets of seniors, then they have to do it in the full light
of day.

That makes perfect sense, and | support the intent of the bill to force that to happen,
because when that does not happen seniors can be blindsided by increases in the premium
that are beyond their ability to pay. That is exactly what happened this year. That is exactly
what this Minister of Health and Wellness and this government did was they blindsided
seniors with hefty tax increases, premium hikes well beyond their ability to pay without
even the courtesy of having to come to the House for proper debate. I know the Liberals
would have passed it in the end with their majority, they would have passed the increase
here in the House, but at least it would be clear what was going on.

It would require proper consultation in Law Amendments Committee as part of the
bill process, and proper debate here in the House, but we have already seen time and time
again where the government skips that part or pretends that they are doing consultation.
The greatest example is actually the Seniors’ Pharmacare Program where the Minister of
Health and Wellness said he consulted with the Group of 1X , which is the representative
of some of our largest seniors’ groups.

However, Mr. Speaker, they themselves stepped forward in the media to say that
they were not consulted on the actual changes of the program. They were told that the cost
of the program may rise by 5 or 6 per cent, and they were led to believe that the premium
increase that they may face would be in that range of 5 or 6 per cent. They were not told
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the government was thinking of increasing premiums for many seniors by 100 per cent or
200 per cent. They were not told the government was actually going to cut $10 million of
its own contribution from the program altogether, requiring seniors to pay even more. They
were not being told that the government was unilaterally changing the funding ratio in its
own favour, to the detriment of seniors. That is not consultation.

All of those things would have become obvious if this tax change, this premium
change, had come to the Legislature. Then seniors would know; they would not be
blindsided. I can tell you we have heard from seniors from all across the province, and |
know the government eventually heard, when they organized and when they spoke up. But
one of the most impressive things that many seniors have said is that if the government had
just simply told them the truth, they needed to pay a little more to save the program, there
would have been no controversy. But that is not what happened.

Then the controversy ensued, a controversy of the government’s own making
because they tried to slide in a massive premium increase without properly asking seniors
and showing them the plan, without coming to this House, or even to fully describe in a
press release what they were really up to. It was only when the letters went out to seniors,
and some of them saw their premiums go from $424 to $1,200, or for a married couple to
$2,400, that it became evident what was going on. When the government wants to ask
seniors for that much more money, they should have the respect for our seniors, to come
here to this House.

In a way it is like bracket creep, where the government has brought a budget here
that has a hidden tax increase of $22.5 million, far more than the alleged surplus that the
government shows. That tax increase, which digs deeper into the pockets of every income
tax-paying Nova Scotian, was never disclosed in the budget or any of the government’s
publicity around the budget or here in the House of Assembly until we asked about it, Mr.
Speaker. That’s not right.

In both cases when you raise seniors’ taxes through Pharmacare or all Nova
Scotians’ taxes, it should be done in the light of day, if it has to be done at all. To not do
that is both disrespectful to taxpayers and seniors. It is poor management and it is the
opposite of transparent, when Nova Scotians want to at least be treated like adults and told
when the government is going to ask them for more in taxes or ask seniors for more in the
Pharmacare premiums.

Mr. Speaker, when you think about it, when the seniors of this province found out
what was really going on and they got organized and they spoke up, one of the things they
wanted the government to know loud and clear was that they are on a fixed income and
that it’s not okay to take advantage of them. Regardless of how much they saved for their
retirement, it’s not okay to look at seniors as a piggy-bank for the government to take more
money from. That’s what the government was really doing, assuming they wouldn’t get
organized, assuming they would be passive and not make a big kerfuffle out of this. But
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the government was wrong because they missed that fundamental point of seniors are on a
fixed income.

Certainly we meet many seniors across this province who did everything during
their working lives that a responsible government would ever ask of them. They saved for
their retirement. They put away a few dollars on every paycheque for years to have a
dignified retirement. They should rightly be proud of that accomplishment, whether they
have a modest retirement income or they were able, through hard work and many years of
sacrifice, to save up for a more dignified retirement. They did everything they were asked
for but this government did not look at it that way. They said, ah ha, there is a source of
money we can reach into and extract more from. That’s where they went wrong and that’s
why seniors spoke up.

One of the most eloquent people to speak against what the government was doing
was Valerie White, a former Deputy Minister of the Senior Citizens’ Secretariat, who in
many ways - through the Pharmacare Program and through the 50-plus Seniors Expo and
all the ways that government used to be there in partnership with seniors - saw this
government cut, cut, cut, cut back on the things that seniors rely on to live a dignified
retirement here in Nova Scotia. She spoke up loud and clear and she knows first-hand how
these things work, so good for her because seniors saw somebody in the senior levels of
government who actually understood what the reality of life is today to be a senior in Nova
Scotia, to be a member of the Pharmacare Program, so good for her.

Mr. Speaker, this change isn’t only about premiums, by the way. One of the most
shocking outcomes of what the government wanted to do, and still wants to do someday,
is that the Department of Health and Wellness itself drew up scenarios to speculate on how
many seniors would drop out of Pharmacare altogether because they couldn’t afford it
anymore. They had scenarios that saw anywhere from 8,000 Nova Scotia seniors to 15,000
seniors who would drop out of the program. These are people who need modern medicines
to live actively, at home and be part of their community longer than ever before and that is
a good thing.

How a Minister of Health and Wellness and a Department of Health and Wellness
could actually ever be okay with making changes to the Pharmacare Program where
thousands of seniors drop out and go without the medicines they need - it’s beyond me,
Mr. Speaker. It is not right. There has been a lot of debate about their premium hikes, but
| want to make clear that for us on this side, it is never okay to change the program and
accept that thousands of seniors would go without the medicines they need. It is wrong.

It is morally wrong and beyond that it’s financially incompetent because what
happens sooner or later, when seniors do not get the medicines they need, whether it’s to
regulate their blood pressure, to control their diabetes, for a host of other ailments that we
can control with modern medicines, they end up in a health crisis. They end up in our
emergency rooms. They end up in long-term care sooner than they need to. Why that’s
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okay with the government, I don’t know. They’ll have to explain that someday, but that
was one of the most offensive parts of their changes to Pharmacare.

Now they tell us, Mr. Speaker, well, this time they really mean it; they’re going to
consult with seniors, and they’re going to do it this year. Well, it has been four months
since the government said they would do a real consultation this time. There’s no sign of
it. There’s no notice. There are no halls booked. Seniors are waiting and waiting to tell the
government what they think of their plans for Pharmacare.

Now, Mr. Speaker, one would think that if the government sincerely wanted to
make this right, they would be out there consulting with seniors before they bring in
changes again, because despite all the expensive apologies, seniors know these changes are
not cancelled, they’re just delayed . . .

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. The time has elapsed for the member’s debate.
The honourable member for Queens-Shelburne.

HON. STERLING BELLIVEAU: Mr. Speaker, it certainly is a privilege to stand
and speak on Bill No. 167 and | want to acknowledge and compliment my colleague, the
member for Sackville-Cobequid for bringing this particular bill forward, an Act to Amend
Chapter 7 of the Acts of 2011, the Fair Drug Pricing Act.

Mr. Speaker, before | get into my prepared notes, | think there is an individual in
Nova Scotia who captured it in a very few sentences. He was talking about the Seniors’
Pharmacare Program and to me, this was describing a government - this present Liberal
Government - that’s in damage control. The individual that I want to point out, before I get
to my own remarks, is Mr. Bill VanGorder. Bill is the chair with the Canadian Association
of Retired Persons of Nova Scotia, who said, “I think they realized they made a mistake.”

Bill goes on to suggest that he’s been a chair of the Canadian Association of Retired
Persons of Nova Scotia for eight years. He suggests that it has the most emails, the most
letters, the most phone calls of any other issue in the eight years since he has been chair of
this particular organization. I think that he’s captured that this is a government that put out
a suggestion of a direction they’re going in and they reversed direction immediately, and
they are in damage control. Let’s see if we capture this in the next few minutes.

The Seniors’ Pharmacare Program is an essential piece of our health care system;
in fact, it is a central part of our society. The program provides coverage for more than
120,000 seniors and this program aims to help seniors who throughout their working lives
have contributed to our society, have paid taxes, and who will continue to do so in their
later lives, often with tighter budgets and greater health care needs. I think an important
message to understand is that seniors are dealing with tighter budgets and the need for
greater health care demands. Mr. Speaker, the program is about ensuring some of our most
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vulnerable citizens do not have to make impossible choices between medications they need
to survive, or feel better, and other necessities such as food and shelter.

In my own notes, I have the story of going into a senior’s home - and | witnessed
this a number of times - and seeing medication, a pill, severed in half. | believe everybody
gets the message that that individual made a choice of trying to spread that medication out.
At least, that’s how I interpret it, to understand the struggles that that individual has of
trying to get the right medication and probably spreading that money out for food or
whatever.

To me, this is a very sensitive issue, and | think the result is we see the damage
control of how the Premier had offered an apology in a few days, and counted and gone in
a different direction. The strong reaction by seniors to the recent proposed changes by this
government speaks of how seniors in this province view the importance of this program,
and when only affordable for the status of regulations the Seniors’ Pharmacare Program
can be changed at the whim of the government.

This is what this bill is talking about, having a mechanism in place that if you’re
going to change this program it needs to be brought here and discussed and debated on the
floor of this House. I'm going to pause there for a second because that is crucial to
understanding the importance of this program. | know the importance, and | know the
benefits of a majority government. This can go forever. A majority can do a lot of work,
yet you have to face the tough questions in this House, and you have to be responsible to
the public. This is the point that we’re trying to make: given the importance of this program,
this NDP caucus feels proposed changes by any government should endure public debate
in this Legislature. It is crucial.

This is not about tying the hands of government for years to come. Legislation can
be amended. In fact, majority governments will have the necessary numbers to make the
changes they w