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House of Assembly
Nova Scotia

HALIFAX, TUESDAY, MAY 7, 2013
Sixty-first General Assembly
Fifth Session
12:00 NOON

SPEAKER
Hon. Gordie Gosse

DEPUTY SPEAKERS
Ms. Becky Kent, Mr. Leo Glavine, Mr. Alfie MacLeod

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. Before we start the daily routine, the subject matter
for late debate has been chosen, which I will now read:

Therefore be it resolved that by breaking the MOU, the NDP has forced HRM to
pay $8 million more in education cost pressures and that the NDP is downloading
education costs to all municipalities and further cutting from our classrooms and putting
quality of education at risk.

It was submitted by the honourable member for Digby-Annapolis.

2091
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PRESENTING AND READING PETITIONS
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Leader of the Official Opposition.

HON. STEPHEN MCNEIL: Mr. Speaker, | beg leave to table a petition, the
operative clause reads:

“Therefore, your petitioners call upon the Nova Scotia House of Assembly
to use its powers to assure the citizens of Western Nova Scotia have access
by motorized vehicles, such as ATVs, snowmobiles, trail bikes, etc, to all
crown lands including the property acquired from Bower [sic] Mersey, for
public recreational purposes. This includes hunting, fishing, driving ATVs,
snowmobiling, camping, hiking, biking, etc.”
Mr. Speaker, there are 433 signatures on this petition, and | have affixed mine.
MR. SPEAKER: The petition is tabled.
PRESENTING REPORTS OF COMMITTEES
TABLING REPORTS, REGULATIONS AND OTHER PAPERS
STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS
GOVERNMENT NOTICES OF MOTION
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Premier.

RESOLUTION NO. 1243

HON. DARRELL DEXTER (The Premier): Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that
on a future day I shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas many Nova Scotians across the province were saddened by the news of
the passing of Ms. Rose Marie Abraham; and

Whereas Ms. Abraham was born in Belliveaus Cove, Digby County, and met her
husband 58 years ago, the Honourable Alan R. Abraham, in Halifax and stood by his side
as he served as Nova Scotia’s 27" Lieutenant Governor from 1984 to 1989; and

Whereas Ms. Abraham was a proud Acadian who was recognized by the
community for her public service, as well as by other communities across the province for
her charity work with organizations around Nova Scotia;
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Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly join together to
recognize the passing of Rose Marie Abraham and celebrate the great contributions she
made to our province over the course of her life.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Justice.

RESOLUTION NO. 1244

HON. ROSS LANDRY: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day I
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas May 5™ to May 11" is Emergency Preparedness Week in Canada, a time
to highlight the importance of being ready for 72 hours in an emergency; and

Whereas the Emergency Management Office works with federal, municipal, and
provincial colleagues, as well as critical infrastructure and other partners, to prepare for
emergencies, and encourages Nova Scotians to assemble a household emergency Kit; and

Whereas increased awareness and participation means a safer Nova Scotia;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of the House of Assembly recognize
Emergency Preparedness Week in Canada, and encourage their constituents to prepare for
an emergency by making a plan and developing an emergency Kit.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.
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Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.
The honourable Minister of Education and Early Childhood Development.
RESOLUTION NO. 1245

HON. RAMONA JENNEX: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day
I shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas health-promoting schools recognize that children and youth learn best
through participatory and active experiences that connect movement and content that is
relevant and meaningful; and

Whereas dance energizes the body, mind and spirit, and reveals our history, culture,
how we feel, what we believe, and the impact we make on the health of self and others; and

Whereas throughout Dare to Dance Week, from April 22" to April 29", and on
International Dance Day, April 29", schools across the province - in particular the entire
school population of Annapolis East Elementary School - participated in and explored this
art form that deepens human experiences and creates healthy communities;

Therefore be it resolved that the members of this House of Assembly recognize the
contribution of dance to students’ physical, social, spiritual, and mental health, and extend
congratulations to our schools and especially to volunteer Cindy Perry, the staff, and
students of Annapolis East Elementary School for their outstanding work in fostering
dance as an outlet for personal expression.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.
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INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

Bill No. 83 - Entitled an Act to Amend Chapter 39 of the Acts of 2008. The
Halifax Regional Municipality Charter. (Hon. John MacDonell)

Bill No. 84 - Entitled an Act to Amend Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2001. The
District of Barrington Health Professionals Assistance Act. (Hon. Sterling Belliveau)

Bill No. 85 - Entitled an Act to Ensure Fair Practices in Telecommunications
in Nova Scotia. (Hon. Keith Colwell)

MR. SPEAKER: Ordered that these bills be read a second time on a future day.
NOTICES OF MOTION
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Richmond.

RESOLUTION NO. 1246

HON. MICHEL SAMSON: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas the Royal Canadian Sea Cadet Corps 235 Arrow will celebrate the 40™
Anniversary of the corps on the weekend of May 24™ to May 26"; and

Whereas the weekend will include numerous events that will bring together current
and past cadets; and

Whereas the weekend will include the annual ceremonial review and the awards
banquet, where current cadets will be recognized for their achievements during the past
year;

Therefore be it resolved that members of the House of Assembly congratulate
Royal Canadian Sea Cadet Corps 235 Arrow on celebrating their 40" Anniversary, and
recognize current and former cadets, along with their leadership, for marking this
important milestone.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.
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Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.
The honourable member for Argyle.

RESOLUTION NO. 1247

HON. CHRISTOPHER D’ENTREMONT: M. le Président, a une date ultérieure, je
demanderai I’adoption de la résolution suivante:

Attendu que la Radio Halifax Métro CKRH 98.5 FM est la seule radio
communautaire francophone de la municipalité d’Halifax qui a pour mandat de
promouvoir la culture francophone dans la région d’Halifax et ses alentours; et

Attendu que cette radio communautaire est en onde depuis octobre 2007 et offre
une variété musicale a ses auditeurs qui comptent plus de 12 000 francophones et plus de
44 000 personnes bilingues et francophiles de la région d’Halifax; et

Attendu que du 3 au 11 mai 2013, la Radio Halifax Métro CKRH invite ses
auditeurs a participer a leur radiothon annuel et a faire une don pour les appuyer;

Par conséquent, qu’il soit résolu que tous les membres de cette Assemblée félicitent
la Radio Métro CKRH sur leurs réussites, encouragent tous a faire un don et souhaitent
cette radio communautaire le meilleur a I’avenir.

M. le Président, je demande 1’adoption de cette résolution sans prévais et sans
debat.

Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of
the following resolution:

Whereas Radio Halifax Métro CKRH 98.5 FM is the only francophone community
radio in the Halifax Regional Municipality, and its mandate is to promote the French
culture in HRM and surrounding areas; and

Whereas this community radio has been on air since October 2007 and offers a
variety of music to all its listeners that includes more than 12,000 francophones and more
than 44,000 bilingual and francophiles in HRM; and

Whereas from May 3™ to May 11", Radio Halifax Métro CKRH is inviting its
listeners to participate in their annual radiothon and to make a donation in support of the
radio;
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Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratulate
Radio Métro CKRH on their accomplishments over the years, encourage everyone to make
a donation, and wish this community radio all the best in the future.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable member for Lunenburg West.

RESOLUTION NO. 1248

MR. GARY RAMEY: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day I shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas last week in the Legislature my colleagues and | had the privilege of
hearing the Liberal caucus’ stance on a number of issues that are important to Nova
Scotians; and

Whereas we learned in particular where the Liberals really stand on the Irving
Shipbuilding contract and Ships Start Here when my Liberal colleague for Preston said,
“. . .when you look at this whole thing you see exactly where this province is going, this
province is going backwards . . .; and

Whereas I, for one, am glad that the Liberal caucus has gone on the record stating
their stance, as it is important for Nova Scotians to know the Liberals believe that the
creation of thousands and thousands of jobs over the next several decades is “going
backwards”;

Therefore be it resolved that the Liberal caucus outline for Nova Scotians what
exactly they would consider “going forward” if it is not encouraging employers to hire
Nova Scotians and supporting game-changing federal projects.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.
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Is it agreed?

| hear several Noes.

The notice is tabled.

The honourable member for Colchester North.
RESOLUTION NO. 1249

HON. KAREN CASEY:: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas teachers guide students to help them develop and grow into responsible,
engaged citizens; and

Whereas the benefits of a good teacher are lasting and far-reaching; and

Whereas teachers in Nova Scotia are among the most dedicated to their profession
and to making an impact on young lives every day;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly acknowledge
teachers on this National Teacher Day and thank them for their service and support to our
students.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable member for Victoria-The Lakes.

RESOLUTION NO. 1250

MR. KEITH BAIN: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day I shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:
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Whereas Sandra Linklater of Howie Centre and daughter of the member for Cape
Breton West, was recently named Coach of the Year for Junior High Girls Basketball; and

Whereas Sandra Linklater puts in many extra hours of her time to work with her
team and is a very dedicated teacher; and

Whereas Sandra is a teacher at Eskasoni Elementary and Middle School,

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratulate
Sandra Linklater on being named Coach of the Year and thank her for all the extra time she
devotes to her team.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable member for Cumberland North.

RESOLUTION NO. 1251

MR. BRIAN SKABAR: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas the member for Preston has been a member of this Legislative Assembly
since 1993, holding several Cabinet positions long ago when the Liberals were last in
power; and

Whereas the member for Preston has enough government experience and
competence to understand that as elected officials our positions should be guided and
advised by the stakeholders, the people of Nova Scotia; and

Whereas despite the fact that several nationally respected environmental groups,
including the Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society and the Ecology Action Centre, fully
supported and congratulated this government for the purchase of the Bowater lands as an
incredible opportunity “both from a conservation perspective and a sustainable forestry
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perspective”, the member for Preston chose to disregard their expertise and instead state
that the land that was purchased was “worth nothing”;

Therefore be it resolved that the Liberal caucus explain to the people of the South
Shore and these well-respected organizations why they refuse to acknowledge their expert
advice and support the protection of these environmentally important lands.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

| hear several Noes.

The notice is tabled.

The honourable Leader of the Official Opposition.

RESOLUTION NO. 1252

HON. STEPHEN MCNEIL: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day
I shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas the rising cost of electricity affects all households across the province; and

Whereas it is the responsibility of members of the Legislature, regardless of
political Party, to work to support affordability for all Nova Scotians; and

Whereas the Legislature has not held a vote solely on the issue of keeping the HST
off electricity bills and it is important for all members to show where they stand on this
ISSue;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of the House of Assembly support
keeping the provincial portion of the HST off electricity bills in Nova Scotia and commit to
not putting it back on in the future.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.
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Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
A recorded vote is being called for.
Ring the bells. Call in the members.
[12:21 p.m.]
[The Division bells were rung.]
MR. SPEAKER: Are the Whips satisfied?

| would ask that while we take the recorded vote, if the members could keep the
noise down in the Chamber so we can record the vote accurately, please, and make sure
that we have the right numbers. And | will now read:

“Therefore be it resolved that all members of the House of Assembly support
keeping the provincial portion of the HST off electricity bills in Nova Scotia and commit to
not putting it back on in the future.”

[The Clerk calls the roll.]
[12:43 p.m.]

YEAS NAYS
Mr. Landry

Ms. More

Mr. Smith

Ms. Peterson-Rafuse

Mr. Corbett

Mr. Dexter

Ms. Maureen MacDonald
Mr. Wilson

Mr. Paris

Ms. Jennex

Mr. MacDonell

Mr. Belliveau

Mr. Boudreau

Ms. Zann

Mr. Preyra

Mr. Parker

Mr. MacKinnon

Ms. Raymond

Mr. Estabrooks
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Mr. Prest

Mr. Ramey
Mr. Skabar

Mr. Whynott
Mr. Morton
Ms. Birdsall
Mr. Burrill

Mr. Manning MacDonald
Mr. Gaudet
Mr. Glavine
Ms. Whalen
Mr. McNeil
Mr. Samson
Mr. d’Entremont
Mr. Baillie

Mr. Bain

Mr. Porter

Mr. MacMaster
Mr. MacLeod
Mr. Orrell

Mr. Younger
Ms. Regan

Ms. Casey

Mr. Colwell
Mr. Zinck

Mr. Theriault
Mr. MacLellan
Mr. Churchill

THE CLERK: For, 47. Against, 0.

MR. SPEAKER: The motion is carried.

The honourable Leader of the Progressive Conservative Party.

RESOLUTION NO. 1253

HON. JAMIE BAILLIE: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |

shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas May 6" to 12" is National Nursing Week in Canada; and
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Whereas this is an important chance for Canadians to honour the work of our nurses
and the important role they play in administering health care in an increasingly complex
and diverse way; and

Whereas nurses demonstrate the ability to improve primary health care, and their
contributions are resulting in better health, better care, and better value for all Canadians;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House honour National Nursing
Week in support of one of our most precious resources, and support the vital work they do
every day in our community.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

The motion is carried.

The honourable member for Hammonds Plains-Upper Sackville.

MR. MAT WHYNOTT: Mr. Speaker, with your indulgence | would like to make
an introduction, please.

MR. SPEAKER: Certainly.

MR. WHYNOTT: Mr. Speaker, in the east gallery with us today I have two guests.
One is Jenna Chisholm, a Grade 11 student from Millwood High School. She is doing 100
hours with me in my office as a co-op student, and | would ask the House to give her a
warm welcome. (Applause)

Also in the east gallery, we have with us today Fred Gallop, a citizen from Beaver
Bank. He is with an organization formerly known as Anchor Industries Society, which
have recently changed their name to Building Futures Employment Society. He is
chairman of the building committee, and they’re moving forward with a plan to expand
their facility. | would ask the House to also give him a warm welcome, please. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: We welcome all our guests to the gallery, and hope that they
enjoy this afternoon’s proceedings.

The honourable member for Hammonds Plains-Upper Sackville.
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RESOLUTION NO. 1254

MR. MAT WHYNOTT: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day I
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas last week in the Legislature my colleagues and | were shocked to hear
what the Liberal caucus really thinks about Nova Scotians; and

Whereas one of the longest-standing Liberal members, the honourable member for
Preston, went on the record in this House stating, “Nova Scotians, they don’t really know

what’s going on in the business world”’; and

Whereas the Liberals vastly underestimate the intelligence and the ability of Nova
Scotians and should be ashamed to have made such comments in this House;

Therefore be it resolved that the members of this House remind the Liberals that the
people of Nova Scotia are innovative, intelligent, and endlessly capable individuals who
have built this wonderful province and who do not deserve to be insulted by the Liberals.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

| hear several Noes.

The notice is tabled.

The honourable Leader of the Official Opposition.

HON. STEPHEN MCNEIL: Mr. Speaker, may | do an introduction?

MR. SPEAKER: Most certainly.

MR. MCNEIL: 1 just want to draw the attention of the House to the west gallery,
where | have a constituent of mine here, Sherri Boutilier. Sherri is here to take in the
proceedings of the House, and she’s going to meet with the Minister of Community
Services after Question Period. | would ask Sherri to stand and receive the warm welcome

of the House. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: We welcome all our guests to the gallery and hope they enjoy this
afternoon’s proceedings.
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The honourable Leader of the Official Opposition.
RESOLUTION NO. 1255

HON. STEPHEN MCNEIL: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day
I shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas after fighting a long illness, Rose Marie Abraham passed away in the
company of her husband, children and grandchildren; and

Whereas Ms. Abraham served Nova Scotians with her husband as the Vice Regal
couple for Nova Scotia from 1984 to 1989 and was patron for over 75 charitable
organizations during this time; and

Whereas Ms. Rose Marie Abraham was an important person in the Acadian
community of this province, a kind, gracious person and will be missed by her family,
friends and by the Province of Nova Scotia;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House take this time to remember
the life of Rose Marie Abraham, celebrate her service to her province and give condolences
to her family and friends.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable member for Cape Breton West.

RESOLUTION NO. 1256

MR. ALFIE MACLEOD: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas today is National Child and Youth Mental Health Day; and
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Whereas as part of the greater Mental Health Week, the goal of this day is to raise
awareness in acknowledgement of the thousands of children in need of mental health
support; and

Whereas this year’s theme is “I Care About You”, something every child and
young person needs to know when they are suffering with issues of mental health and
seeking help;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly acknowledge
today as National Child and Youth Mental Health Day and work together to make sure
families and young people across this province have somewhere to turn when struggling
with mental health issues.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable member for Lunenburg.

RESOLUTION NO. 1257

MS. PAM BIRDSALL: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas under the questionable leadership of the Liberal Party, the Liberal caucus
has stood, excluding one member, for the past 29 days in this House of Assembly and laid
out their vision for the province; and

Whereas the member for Preston stated that the province should have expropriated
the Bowater lands as was done in Newfoundland at AbitibiBowater; and

Whereas the Newfoundland and Labrador Government just admitted that the
expropriation costs for that mill have climbed another $72 million and the Newfoundland
Liberal Leader, Dwight Ball, criticized the government for the exploitation mess pointing
out the final tally since 2008 was not yet complete;
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Therefore be it resolved that the Liberal caucus explain why they think such a failed
idea and a costly idea would be good for Nova Scotians.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.
MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.
Is it agreed?
| hear several Noes.
The notice is tabled.
The honourable member for Preston.
RESOLUTION NO. 1258

HON. KEITH COLWELL: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas for five years, the Premier used taxpayer dollars in order to pay his own
barrister fees; and

Whereas this use of taxpayer dollars by the Premier amounted to $10,642.67 of
taxpayers’ money so that the Premier could retain his own status; and

Whereas the Premier kept using taxpayers’ money to pay his barrister fees to retain
his status until such time as he was discovered, eventually racking up $10,642.67 in fees
which benefited the Premier;

Therefore be it resolved that the Premier did use thousands of dollars out of the
pockets of taxpayers over the course of many years in order that the Premier could retain
his own status and the member for Lunenburg urge the Premier to apologize to all Nova
Scotians for using their money for his advantage.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

| hear several Noes.

The notice is tabled.
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The honourable member for Argyle.
RESOLUTION NO. 1259

HON. CHRISTOPHER D’ENTREMONT: M. le Président, a une date ultérieure, je
demanderai I’adoption de la résolution suivante:

Attendu que Natalie Surette-d’Entremont a commencé son nouveau poste comme
Coordinatrice de vie active de la Municipalité d’Argyle a Tusket le 2 janvier 2013; et

Attendu que Madame Surette-d’Entremont développe de nouveaux programmes et
incitations afin d’encourager plus de participation dans la variété planifiées a I’année
longue pour les personnes de tout age de la Municipalité; et

Attendu que Madame Surette-d’Entremont, originaire de 1’Tle-des-Surettes n’est
pas une nouvelle venue a la Municipalité, ayant travaillé pour le département des loisirs de
1987 a 1994 avant d’avoir travaillé pour dix-huit ans a Nakile Home for Special Care
comme directrice d’activités;

Par conséquent, qu’il soit résolu que tous les membres de cette Assemblée félicitent
Madame Natalie Surette-d’Entremont sur son nouveau poste et lui souhaitent le meilleur
succes a I’avenir.

M. le Président, je demande I’adoption de cette résolution sans préavis et sans
débat.

Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of
the following resolution:

Whereas Natalie Surette-d’Entremont began her new post as Active Living
Coordinator for the Municipality of Argyle, in Tusket, on January 2, 2013; and

Whereas Ms. Surette-d’Entremont is developing new programs and incentives to
encourage more participation in a variety of activities for people of all ages and in any
season; and

Whereas Ms. Surette-d’Entremont, a native of Surettes Island, is no stranger to the
municipality, having worked in the recreation department from 1987 to 1994 before
joining the Nakile Home for Special Care for 18 years as the activities coordinator;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratulate
Natalie Surette-d’Entremont on her new post, and wish her much success in her future
endeavours.
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Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

We seem to be having a lot of chatter in here this afternoon and I’ve having a
difficult time hearing the resolutions, so I’d ask all the honourable members to please take
their conversations outside the Chamber so that | can hear the resolutions. Thank you.

The honourable member for Richmond.

RESOLUTION NO. 1260

HON. MICHEL SAMSON: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Shamrock Players put on a performance during an Irish Dinner Theatre
held at the Rocky Bay Irish Club on April 6, 2013; and

Whereas the sold-out show was held as a fundraiser for the Friends of Notre Dame
de I’ Assumption in Arichat, which is raising money to put a roof on the cathedral; and

Whereas the Shamrock Players consist of Gail Hearn, Tommy Kehoe, Al Kehoe,
Pat Kehoe, Michelle Stone, Gene Kehoe, Nancy Kehoe, Sarah Mauger, Arlene Samson,
Michelle Hearn, and Ann England;

Therefore be it resolved that members of the House of Assembly congratulate the
members of the Shamrock Players for their wonderful and funny performance, which they
did free of charge in order to raise money for the new roof of Our Lady of Assumption
Cathedral.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?
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It is agreed.
Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.
The honourable member for Kings West.
RESOLUTION NO. 1261

MR. LEO GLAVINE: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day I shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas tomorrow walkers will gather at the Grand Parade, as well as another 109
organized walks throughout the province, to mark the 5™ Anniversary of the Heart and
Stroke Walkabout; and

Whereas the goal of the Heart and Stroke Walkabout is to facilitate an increase in
the percentage of Nova Scotians who walk at least 30 to 60 minutes most days of the week;
and

Whereas the Walkabout Web site has achieved sustained and continuous growth
with 1,746,767,089 steps being logged, which highlights the program’s success in
increasing activity levels among Nova Scotians through walking;

Therefore be it resolved that members of the Legislature acknowledge the 5™
Anniversary of the Heart and Stroke Walkabout, and extend our appreciation to everyone
involved, organizers and participants alike, for introducing and encouraging Nova Scotians
to both the joys and immense health benefits that can be achieved simply by walking.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable member for Cape Breton South.
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RESOLUTION NO. 1262

HON. MANNING MACDONALD: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a
future day | shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas for five years the Premier used taxpayers’ dollars in order to pay for his
own barristers fees; and

Whereas this use of taxpayers’ dollars by the Premier amounted to $10,642.67 of
taxpayers’ money so that the Premier could retain his own status; and

Whereas the Premier kept using taxpayers’ money to pay his barristers fees and
retain his status until such time as he was discovered, eventually racking up $10,642.67 in
fees which benefited the Premier;

Therefore be it resolved that the Premier did use thousands of dollars out of the
pockets of taxpayers over the course of many years in order that the Premier could retain
his own status, and that the member for Cape Breton Centre urge the Premier to apologize
to all Nova Scotians for using their money for his advantage.

MR. SPEAKER: The notice is tabled.
The honourable member for Preston.
RESOLUTION NO. 1263

HON. KEITH COLWELL.: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Billy Stick Food Limited, owned and operated by Bill Toulany, is a
successful export business in Lake Echo, which some may say is the original home of the
donair and has been labelled as the best donair in Canada; and

Whereas Bill Toulany is a wholesale distributor of hamburger and donair meat
products throughout Nova Scotia and beyond, and provides delivery, cash-and-carry
pickup, and employs several local community people; and

Whereas Mr. Toulany’s donair stick food is made with a secret family blend of
spices that earned the Toulany family top honours repeatedly;

Therefore be it resolved that members of this House congratulate Bill Toulany for
contributing to Nova Scotia’s economy, and wish him many more years of success.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.
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MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.
Is it agreed?
It is agreed.
Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.
The honourable member for Glace Bay.
RESOLUTION NO. 1264

MR. GEOFF MACLELLAN: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day
I shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas the 2013 Glace Bay Sport and Volunteer Hall of Fame will induct
deserving teams and individuals into the prestigious community hall on Saturday, May 11"
during a ceremony held at the BAYplex; and

Whereas Marjorie Petite will be inducted in the Volunteer category for her decades
of selfless service to community initiatives that benefit those in need; and

Whereas Marjorie has served as a nursing school teacher for an amazing 44 years
and counting, is a member of the Town House Board of Directors, is a long-time volunteer
for St. Mary’s Church, the local credit union, and the Glace Bay Hospital, and was awarded
the Anne Holland Memorial Award and Queen’s Golden Jubilee Medal for her dedication
to volunteerism;

Therefore be it resolved that members of this House join me in congratulating
Marjorie and the Petite family for their generations of community involvement, and we
look forward to their continued contribution to making Glace Bay a better place.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
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The motion is carried.
The honourable member for Bedford-Birch Cove.
RESOLUTION NO. 1265
MS. KELLY REGAN: Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the member for Dartmouth East, |
hereby give notice that on a future day | shall move the adoption of the following

resolution:

Whereas John’s Lunch, a restaurant in the Woodside area of Dartmouth, has been
in business since 1969; and

Whereas Canadian Living Magazine annually publishes a Canadian Best Awards,
featuring the best places for Canadian delicacies from coast to coast to coast; and

Whereas John’s Lunch and co-owner Fotis Fatouros were recognized by Canadian
Living Magazine for making the best fish and chips in Canada;

Therefore be it resolved that the members of this House of Assembly recognize
John’s Lunch co-owner Fotis Fatouros and his staff on this well-earned accolade and their
commitment to providing hearty fare for more than 40 years.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

ORDERS OF THE DAY
ORAL QUESTIONS PUT BY MEMBERS

MR. SPEAKER: The time now is 1:04 p.m.; we will finish at 2:04 p.m.

The honourable Leader of the Official Opposition.
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PREM. - DSTN: EMPLOYEES - NUMBER

HON. STEPHEN MCNEIL: Mr. Speaker, in 2010 the Premier gave Daewoo
Shipbuilding & Marine Engineering $60 million and took a 49 per cent stake in the
company. Since that time the orders at DSTN steel towers never materialized. Now, three
years and $60 million later, DSTN has hardly lived up to the 500 jobs the Premier had
bragged about and promised.

Mr. Speaker, after $60 million, will the Premier tell Nova Scotians exactly how
many people are currently employed at DSTN in Trenton?

THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, fortunately this is a government that is focused on,
in fact, creating employment and creating jobs. We have transitioned what was the old
plant in Trenton to a new one. I’m proud to say that they have received a new contract to
build additional towers. (Interruptions)

Mr. Speaker, it’s insulting for the member for Cape Breton South - [ know he hasn’t
been in the House much, but the reality is that here we are focused on creating jobs in Nova
Scotia and that’s what the investment in DSTN is doing.

MR. MCNEIL: Mr. Speaker, those jobs must be somewhere else in Daewoo’s
operation, because they’re sure not here in Nova Scotia. In 2010, the Premier told Nova
Scotians this $60 million would result in 500 new jobs at this plant. In fact, the Premier
insisted that DSTN would produce between 200 and 250 wind turbines per year. Since that
time, we’ve seen DSTN has produced only 20 turbines, and all we have seen in
employment have been layoffs instead of job growth. The wind business is unfolding so
poorly that DSTN is now expanding into Halifax and away from wind, into oil and gas,
heavy industrial fabrication, and shipbuilding. DSTN will now be competing with
companies that aren’t subsidized by taxpayers to the tune of $60 million.

So my question to the Premier is, why is the Premier using public money to
compete against private businesses yet again?

THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, I'm amazed that the Leader of the Official
Opposition can stand up and try to justify the fact that they have no economic development
policy whatsoever by criticizing the work and the jobs of ordinary Nova Scotians who rely
on companies like DSTN for their livelihood, to support their families. There’s more than
100 people working at DSTN now, they have a new contract, yes they are expanding, yes
they’re expanding their work, and we’re happy to see them doing it.

MR. MCNEIL: Mr. Speaker, this caucus has stood with Nova Scotia workers while
that government has been taking public money, while that government has been taking
public money to give to corporations to spend everywhere else but here in Nova Scotia.
Those 500 jobs that the Premier talked about two years ago are now 100 - going in the
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wrong direction. When is he going to stand up for Nova Scotia workers and stop sending
our money offshore and create jobs here, and not somewhere else?

THE PREMIER: You know, Mr. Speaker, | think the Liberals have to be
responsible for more accidents in Nova Scotia than any other group because they signal left
and then they turn right. That’s the Liberal Party. Nobody could have been responsible for
more corporate welfare anywhere in this country than the Liberal Party. They did it
consistently with the federal government; they did it here in the Province of Nova Scotia
time and time and time again. We are investing in real jobs. We are investing in jobs in
rural communities, right around the province, to ensure that Nova Scotians and young
Nova Scotians have a place that they can work, strong rural communities, and we
understand that the Leader of the Liberal Party is against that.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Leader of the Progressive Conservative Party.
PREM. - NEW GLASGOW ECONOMY: STATUS - EXPLAIN

HON. JAMIE BAILLIE: Mr. Speaker, the Conference Board of Canada actually
studied 46 mid-sized municipalities across Canada, and one of them, very interestingly,
was the New Glasgow area. They reported, and | will table this for the Premier, the
Conference Board says that New Glasgow’s economy shrank every year since 2009. I’ll
table that for the benefit of the Premier. Glad to hear he’s investing in jobs somewhere, but
it’s not in the New Glasgow area. Meanwhile, the same report says that across the
Northumberland Strait, the economy of Charlottetown has grown in real terms every year
from 2005 to 2012. Even Summerside has expanded every year. But in the case of New
Glasgow and area, their economy has shrunk every year since 2009.

Mr. Speaker, I’1l ask the Premier, despite all his massive taxpayer investments, why
has the economy of New Glasgow gone into reverse every year since 2009?

THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, the Conference Board report actually said that
Halifax is growing, they pointed out, for example, that Cape Breton’s economy - this is one
that I’m sure they will be interested to hear - Cape Breton’s economy has grown every year
since 2005, with employment in 2012 largely the same that it was in the mid-2000s.

I noted also the comments in the paper today from the Conference Board, they said
it was likely that the economies in some parts in the province hit that cycle at a different
time but, Mr. Speaker, these are the same people who have opposed the investment in
DSTN, the investment in Northern, the investments in those communities that actually
strengthen and create jobs, they oppose.

MR. BAILLIE: Mr. Speaker, yes, Halifax is growing. I guess that’s why the
Premier gave the Irvings all that money to build a parking garage down on the waterfront
here, but the question was about New Glasgow. (Interruptions) We’d certainly support
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investments that actually created jobs, but the Conference Board report clearly says that in
the New Glasgow area, “the region has shed almost 6,000 jobs since 2008.” That’s a pretty
poor investment when you manage to lose 6,000 jobs in exchange for all that money.

New Glasgow includes some pretty important employers, Mr. Speaker, like
Michelin, like Northern Pulp, like the Sobeys, and many others. But they clearly lost
confidence in the Premier’s ability to manage the economy, because as a region, they have
shed 6,000 jobs - $200 million in jobsHere, minus 6,000 jobs.

So I’ll ask the Premier, how did he manage to spend $200 million and lose 6,000
jobs in the New Glasgow area?

THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, there’s no question that all the provinces are subject
to the general economic trends in not only North America but the world. There has been a
very difficult recession world-wide.

We invested, for example, in Port Hawkesbury to make sure that that asset is up and
running today and that the 1,000 people associated with it are still working. I can tell you
this: the work that is done in that plant in Port Hawkesbury has ramifications right down
through Pictou County. When those are put under threat, that is exactly what happens: you
see declines in employment.

That employment, thankfully, is coming back. People are going back to work
because that asset has now become one of the most productive in North America, if not the
most productive in North America. If the Leader of the Progressive Conservative Party had
his way, those people would be on the welfare line.

MR. BAILLIE: Mr. Speaker, I will tell you what has had ramifications all through
Pictou County - in fact, all across rural Nova Scotia - and that is a government whose
policies are to charge the highest HST in the whole country; to allow their power rates to
skyrocket, which causes jobs to go backward; and put in place extreme labour laws like
first contract, which scared the heck out of companies like Michelin and Sobeys.

They can laugh, Mr. Speaker, but minus 6,000 jobs is a serious problem, and it has
happened since 2009, under their watch. What is so interesting - I’ll tell you who has done
well in Nova Scotia under the NDP. Yesterday Credit Suisse reported that the Maritime
Link will boost the earnings of Emera by $70 million, starting the very first year.

So I'll ask the Premier, why is he giving Emera such a big boost while they all
laugh at the loss of 6,000 jobs in New Glasgow?

THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, the power rates, the privatization of Nova Scotia
Power, and the creation of Emera all happened as a result of the policies of Liberal and
Progressive Conservative Governments. What we are doing is making sure we get off
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fossil fuels. The rates increase in 2009 was based on the rules put in place by the
Progressive Conservative Government.

The reason why we have higher power rates is the Progressive Conservative
Government’s fault. The HST is where it is because they left behind a $1.4 billion deficit.
We sorted it out. They should know now that the HST is going back to 13 per cent because
we’re turning a corner and we are creating more jobs and we are creating a better future for
Nova Scotians.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Glace Bay.
ERDT - DSTN: SUBSIDY - SAGACITY

MR. GEOFF MACLELLAN: Mr. Speaker, 60 million tax dollars went to DSTN
with the promise of 250 turbines per year and 500 jobs. Three years later, this promise has
failed to materialize. A recent Conference Board of Canada study points out that since
2009, New Glasgow’s economy shrank every year and the region shed 6,000 jobs. In fact,
things are so unimpressive at DSTN that they had to look to other industries in order to stay
afloat. It’s easy to stay afloat when you’re using tax dollars to subsidize your operations.
Every entrepreneur in Nova Scotia would certainly like that opportunity.

My question is, with such disappointing results from the $60 million to DSTN, does
the Minister of Economic and Rural Development and Tourism still think this was a wise
use of taxpayers’ dollars?

HON. PERCY PARIS: Mr. Speaker, DSTN was an investment in the future of
Nova Scotia. What DSTN does and continues to do is: they have hired a manager; they are
opening up an office here in Halifax; they just recently landed a contract to produce more
towers for another company; they are diversifying; they are looking at shipbuilding; they
are looking at other ways of investments and making money.

We believe - | believe - in DSTN. I believe they have a future here in the Province
of Nova Scotia.

MR. MACLELLAN: Mr. Speaker, in The ChronicleHerald on Thursday and as just
said by the minister, the company is quoted as saying, “Hiring is currently underway for the
company’s new expanded sales team in Halifax to advance its business development plan.”
In fact, DSTN is expanding into oil and gas, heavy industrial fabrication and shipbuilding.
This means they will be competing with businesses that have not received a $60 million
subsidy from the government, yet again the minister is using taxpayer dollars to go head to
head with Nova Scotia businesses for contracts.

My question is, will the minister tell Nova Scotian businesses if they are going to
have to compete against their own tax dollars to win shipbuilding contracts?
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MR. PARIS: Mr. Speaker, I really don’t understand the question because this is
about creating jobs in the Province of Nova Scotia. DSTN is competing globally and we
are going to do everything that we can to help them compete, to help them create good jobs
in the Province of Nova Scotia.

MR. MACLELLAN: Mr. Speaker, this is a question of economic development
decisions and direction by this minister, by this government. We gave a company $60
million and took a 49 per cent stake in that company to build wind turbines. Now it looks as
though they are going to abandon that plan and go into another sector, with tax dollars
supporting their operational costs. It is certainly something we should be asking, on behalf
of the taxpayers in this province.

Instead of 250 turbines per year we have a total of 20. Employment is below
one-fifth of what was promised. Now DSTN is in the midst of a business diversification
strategy. So after investing $60 million on behalf of taxpayers and taking almost a 50 per
cent ownership of DSTN, we have a company that hasn’t come close to targets on
production or employment. Will the minister tell Nova Scotians if the government will be
investing further in DSTN and will we eventually become the majority owners of this
company?

MR. PARIS: Mr. Speaker, DSTN is doing the right thing. They have an additional
contract to build towers, one of the solid reasons why they came to Nova Scotia. They are
investing in Nova Scotia. They are creating more jobs, good jobs, here in the Province of
Nova Scotia, for Nova Scotians.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth East.
PREM.: MAR. LINK - OWNERSHIP

MR. ANDREW YOUNGER: Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Premier. Last
week, I raised the issue with him of the market analyst pointing out that Emera’s profits
will certainly increase substantially as a result of the way the Maritime Link deal has been
structured with the support of the NDP Government.

It appears that the Premier is more concerned with Emera’s profits than he is with
ratepayers and so as all the increased profit for Emera comes as a result of ratepayers
shouldering the project risk, this is profit which could instead have been used to keep rates
lower. At the end of the day ratepayers will pay for 35 years and they won’t own the very
thing they’re paying the full cost of - the Link. Why does the Premier believe that
ratepayers shouldn’t own the Link after they pay the entire mortgage for 35 years?

THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, the contract calls for the people of Nova Scotia to
receive stable energy rates for the entire period of the contract. This means that Nova
Scotians will get the lowest, fairest rates available from that project. It will be a stable
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energy price. It will be an economic development bonus for Nova Scotia. We will be able
to attract more employment and more jobs into the area.

As the Premier of Newfoundland and Labrador pointed out when she was here just
a short time ago, the number-one criticism in Newfoundland and Labrador is that Nova
Scotians are getting free power. They have to point out that this is a mutually-beneficial
project for both Newfoundland and Labrador and Nova Scotia.

MR. YOUNGER: Mr. Speaker, there will be economic development benefits in
Newfoundland and Labrador; I’m not so sure about Nova Scotia. All of the information
tabled before the board at the moment shows that the rates would be cheaper. In fact, the
Energy Minister himself said the other day that it would be cheaper if we went with a
made-in-Nova Scotia solution, and I’ll table that. So let’s go to that.

The other day, the Premier tried to claim ratepayers would pay 8 cents a kilowatt
hour by misrepresenting an article from The ChronicleHerald. I’ll table that, and I’1l table
Emera’s response to that the other day, where they say that that’s assuming that Nova
Scotia would get 20 to 30 per cent of their energy from the Link, and also that it’s not the
actual rate and takes all the savings that are accumulated by every other renewable energy
project in the province and applies it to the Link. Only then, and only if we get 30 per cent
of the energy, would the Maritime Link portion be 8 cents.

Would the Premier please tell us the per kilowatt rate residential customers will pay
on their bill after the Link comes on-line?

THE PREMIER: It is shocking that the member for Dartmouth East would - |
mean, they so want this to fail, they so want this not to be a good thing for Nova Scotia, that
they will try to put the most negative and pessimistic kind of construction on everything.
What | tabled the other day were not my words. They were the words, as he pointed out, of
an editorial from The ChronicleHerald.

Mr. Speaker, what we want are the lowest and fairest rates for Nova Scotians. I’'m
not sure what the members of the Liberal Party want; I’'m not sure what the member for
Dartmouth East wants. What we want is a strong partnership between the Atlantic
Provinces that delivers the best local power for all of our region, because we believe that
what benefits Newfoundland and Labrador and what benefits New Brunswick will also
benefit Nova Scotians. We are trying to build a stronger economy. We are trying to
recognize the potential of Atlantic Canada, and we’re proud of that.

MR. YOUNGER: Mr. Speaker, most Nova Scotians would not consider
Newfoundland and Labrador local, but I guess when you get to fly Emera’s private jet there
it gets a lot closer. Here’s the thing: the other day . . .

AN HON. MEMBER: They’re not part of the Maritimes?
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MR. YOUNGER: Actually, they’re not part of the Maritimes. They’re part of
Atlantic Canada. Mr. Speaker, once again, we see why education cuts are so damaging to
Nova Scotia.

The Premier was talking about an 8 cent blended rate. Well, his own Minister of
Energy said in Hansard on May 3" that wind in Nova Scotia is 7.5 cents, and Ill table that.
Even the Minister of Energy agrees with the evidence before the board that says wind in
Nova Scotia would be cheaper than the Maritime Link.

Given that the Energy Minister is now supporting the evidence against the Link at
the board by quoting an energy rate for wind here which is cheaper than what he is quoting
for the Maritime Link, why is the Premier so opposed to an energy future made in Nova
Scotia - which is in the Maritimes, incidentally - rather than tying Nova Scotia to 35 years
of energy from Newfoundland and Labrador with no guarantees afterward?

THE PREMIER: | really think that the member for Dartmouth East believes that he
can get away with simply distorting everything he says, and that somehow people in Nova
Scotia will believe it. What he is referring to - the 7.5 per cent - is about Pubnico Point.
Pubnico Point is now one of the cheaper conveyors of energy in the province, but when it
was built, it was 3.5 cents more expensive. The advantage of Pubnico Point, of course -
which is the exact advantage of the Maritime Link and the exact advantage of new wind
that comes on - is that it is stable over the long term, and that it provides cheaper rates over
the long term. So unwittingly, which is an apt description, unwittingly the member for
Dartmouth East has just proven the exact point, why the investments should be made in
infrastructure like the Maritime Link.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cape Breton North.
ERDT - NEW GLASGOW ECONOMY: JOB LOSSES - MLA CONCERNS

MR. EDDIE ORRELL.: Mr. Speaker, the study on mid-size cities released by the
Conference Board of Canada points to devastation across the rural economy. In the 2011
census New Glasgow had a population of 9,562. According to the CBC report, New
Glasgow has lost almost 6,000 jobs - and I’ll table that report. The impact of poor NDP
choices can be felt across the province.

My question to the Minister of ERDT is, can the minister tell the House if the
member representing New Glasgow, who also sits in the Cabinet, has ever come forward
with concerns about severe job losses? If so, why has nothing been done in response?

HON. PERCY PARIS: Mr. Speaker, what we’ve done in the Province of Nova
Scotia - in 2012 we had more people employed in Nova Scotia prior to the recession. Last
Canadian statistics show one province in all of Canada is moving forward, that is Nova
Scotia. That’s where we are and that’s where we will continue to stay.
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MR. ORRELL: Mr. Speaker, a Halifax ChronicleHerald article says, “Economic
growth that occurs while the population is flat or declining is a positive . . . but what we’re
seeing in New Glasgow is the opposite.” They are still suffering from 2009 and they are
still losing jobs and we still see economic output slowing there.

New Glasgow’s economy shrank every year since 2009 and the region has shed
almost 6,000 jobs. My question to the minister is, will the minister finally admit that his
jobs plan is a failure in New Glasgow?

MR. PARIS: Mr. Speaker, we have a plan that is working. After 20 years of
decline, 20 years of the worst economic development in Canadian history, we are finally
turning the corner.

Mr. Speaker, now | know that there are some members in this House who find that
very hard to believe because they’re simply not used to it. Well do you know what? As long
as this government is in place, my comment is, get used to it.

MR. ORRELL: Mr. Speaker, we’ll let the people of Nova Scotia need to know if
we need to get used to it or not. Cape Breton’s unemployment in 2012 was about the same
as it was in the mid-2000s. Truro avoided significant decline during the recession but
economic growth was modest between 2005 and 2012. The NDP have left rural Nova
Scotia to crumble. We see our young people moving away and the ones who remain are
largely unemployed. With people between 15 and 24, the unemployment rate is 17.8 per
cent. I’ll table that as well, Mr. Speaker.

Our caucus has brought these issues up time and time again for four years, with no
answers, no real plans and no results. My question to the minister is, have the members
from Truro or other members representing Cape Breton Centre or Cape Breton Nova, come
to you to ask for their help in respective areas? If so, why did you ignore them?

MR. PARIS: Mr. Speaker, what we’ve done in the Province of Nova Scotia in four
years is, I think, quite amazing. We’ve taken a province that was dead last and we managed
to start to turn things around. We’re on the verge of some of the greatest economic
opportunities in a lifetime.

When | think of the Irving Shipbuilding contract - 11,500 jobs; when I think of
what’s going on with the Maritime Link, not only about economic development but lowest
energy rates possible; when 1 think of the investments that this government has made in
Michelin, there’s a future for Michelin workers in the Province of Nova Scotia; when 1
think of what this government has done when it comes to the Cooke Aquaculture, securing
good jobs and future jobs for Nova Scotians from one end of the province to the other;
when | think of Port Hawkesbury NewPage, the saving and maintaining of 1,400 direct and
indirect jobs - those are the kinds of investments that Nova Scotia needs. We are NDP, our
priority is people.
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MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth East.
ENVIRON. - FRACKING WASTE WATER: N.S. FACILITIES - ACCEPTANCE

MR. ANDREW YOUNGER: Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Minister of
Environment. Why does the NDP allow Nova Scotia facilities to accept fracking waste
water from other jurisdictions in Canada?

HON. STERLING BELLIVEAU: Mr. Speaker, to the member opposite, | know he
has raised this question a number of times. First of all, I want to tell you that with fracking,
we understand the concerns of Nova Scotians and that’s why we are in the process of
conducting a thorough review which will be completed in 2014. We understand the
sensitivity around this issue and that’s why we’re committed to protecting the environment
and making sure that industry and companies follow the conditions on the approvals.
Thank you.

MR. YOUNGER: Mr. Speaker, the question was about the disposal of fracking
waste water and importing it. It wasn’t at all about what he just talked about. We know that
fracking waste water has been imported for treatment from New Brunswick, possibly other
places, at least 10 million litres so far - maybe more but 10 million that is known of - there’s
a lot of talk about the economy today, it seems the NDP want an economy based on
hazardous waste treatment in Nova Scotia, | guess.

Now the minister seems more concerned with protecting the company rather than
answering questions. On April 22" during Environment Estimates, he said, “I am
protecting the company and there is privileged information.” I will table that section of the
Environment estimates debate. At the time we asked him to get back and indicate why or
what would be privileged since it didn’t seem to be the case, so the minister has had time
since estimates to consider his position, he changed his position on Otter Lake since
estimates as you will see in the same transcript, so will the minister today release the test
results for fracking waste water treated anywhere in Nova Scotia?

MR. BELLIVEAU: Mr. Speaker, again | want to thank the member opposite and
yes, we had engaged in the Budget Estimates and certainly we are there to respect the
protocol regarding privileged information and we will respect that. I want to tell you and
tell all members in this House that we take this issue very seriously and | want to echo
again that there is a thorough review and this government, we have never allowed a permit
for fracking - unlike the opposite Parties, the PCs that actually allowed this and the Liberals
ask the questions. We inherit a mess, the Opposition ask the questions and we’ll clean it up,
as usual.

MR. YOUNGER: Mr. Speaker, the minister’s answer is, we’re the NDP and we’re
not as bad as the Tories? That’ll really make Nova Scotians happy about this. The fact is,
the minister was asked - the minister talks about privileged information yet other
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jurisdictions have released this very information so it appears to only be privileged in Nova
Scotia.

In May 2011 the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection actually
asked the state’s treatment plants to stop processing fracking waste water - | can wait Mr.
Speaker, until they’re quiet - asked the state’s treatment plants to voluntarily stop
processing fracking waste water. This was because it was found the treatment plants
actually can’t process the material and that watersheds and areas around were seeing high
bromide levels. It’s this minister who is responsible for the industrial permit that Atlantic
Industrial operates and it’s this minister that permitted fracking waste from outside Nova
Scotia be treated in this province. Not any other Party, not any other minister. Will the
minister immediately prohibit future importation of fracking waste from outside Nova
Scotia and if not permanently, at least until the fracking review is complete?

MR. BELLIVEAU: Mr. Speaker, to the member opposite - I’'m amazed at the
member opposite. | spent my lifetime on the water. He made reference to Otter Lake and
the conditions there and | make reference to my lifetime on the water because | watched the
Bay of Fundy change every six hours. The change in direction.

The member opposite, when it comes to Otter Lake, talks about changes to
approval that the former government, the Liberals at the time, introduced. There was a
resolution in this House asking for all support to maintain those conditions, which we have
done. We honoured what the public in that community wanted, unlike the member
opposite, Mr. Speaker, who has changed more in the last two weeks than the tides in the
Bay of Fundy. Thank you for the question.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cape Breton West.
HEALTH & WELLNESS - ABERDEEN HOSP.: FOOD BUDGET - REDUCTIONS

MR. ALFIE MACLEOD: Mr. Speaker, as Nova Scotians we owe a huge debt of
gratitude to our veterans who have served this country. It was these veterans who made the
sacrifices for the free society we enjoy today. They deserve our respect. The least we can
do for our veterans is to give them the living conditions and the care they have earned and
so clearly deserve. This care includes healthy fresh food, not frozen TV dinners.

My question is for the Minister of Seniors. Can she explain why, when this
government goes looking for savings, the first place they look is the food budget for our
veterans at Aberdeen Hospital, in Pictou County?

HON. DENISE PETERSON-RAFUSE: This is a question that relates to the
Department of Health and Wellness so I’m going to pass it along to the minister.
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HON. DAVID WILSON: Veterans hold a very close, very important place in our
hearts. All MLAs would agree, Mr. Speaker, that’s why we work extremely hard to ensure
that they have access to the services they have.

With the question that the member asked, what has happened in the district health
authorities is that they went forward and heard the concerns of the residents, heard the
concerns of their family members, heard the concerns of the community and put together
an organization or a group - a task force, to look at recommendations and how you could
improve services for our seniors. They did just that and | look forward to them
implementing all of the recommendations from that task force that reviewed the food
services for our veterans in Pictou County.

MR. MACLEOD: Mr. Speaker, a good quality of life should include healthy,
wholesome, non-frozen foods. This food should be offered to our veterans as well.
Veterans occupy a special status in our society and they should not be disrespected by
denying them the food they deserve. Can the minister justify forcing a health authority to
save $70,000 by feeding veterans TV dinners, instead of cutting its wasteful $1.4 million
subsidy to food outlets in Halifax hospitals?

MR. WILSON: Mr. Speaker, I respect the member opposite, I really do, but he’s
not indicating exactly forthright what’s going on. They’re not served TV dinners. I want to
make that very clear today in this House - they are not being served TV dinners. That’s why
the district health authority, when they made recent changes, they went out into the
community, they asked for input from the community. They had people from the Legion,
concerned siblings and children of veterans who were actually living at the facility, to see
what they could do to improve conditions. Out of that were recommendations that the
district health authority has accepted and they will implement all those recommendations
from a group of individuals, from all sides, who were concerned with the food of the
veterans. What they want to ensure is that they get the healthy food that they need and the
respect that they deserve.

MR. MACLEOD: Mr. Speaker, at a special meeting of the Veterans Affairs
Committee just a week ago, one of the gentlemen whose father-in-law is a member of the
veterans’ wing was there and said his father-in-law had been fed a type of fish. The man
had been a fisherman all his life and yet he could not recognize the fish that he was fed
through this new program. So if quality of life is so important, how come even he couldn’t
recognize the food that was being feed to him? Is that the way we treat our seniors and our
veterans in this province? | certainly hope not.

The government has strained our health authority budgets to the point where
they’re forced to compromise the nutrition and the enjoyable qualities of food veterans are
used to getting, and they used to get. Can the minister give Pictou County veterans the
respect they have earned and deserve, and instruct the Pictou County Health Authority to
immediately reinstate nutritious meals that are prepared on-site?
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MR. WILSON: Mr. Speaker, I think through my career here as an MLA I’ve shown
nothing but respect to our veterans, and I think all members of this House have done that.
What the member opposite is saying, he’s not forthright with Nova Scotians and I take my
job seriously as Minister of Health and Wellness. We’ve worked with district health
authorities across the province to ensure that we have a sustainable health care system, so
that we don’t have to do the cuts that we’ve seen in the 1990s, so that we can ensure that
services are provided, especially to our veterans.

So I’'m going to continue to work with the district health authorities, I'm going to
continue to work with all those who had input in the review of the food, to ensure that they
get the respect they deserve as seniors and as veterans.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth East.
NAT. RES. - HELICOPTER: LOG BOOK - TABLE

MR. ANDREW YOUNGER: Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Minister of
Natural Resources.

The Department of Natural Resources currently has a helicopter within its fleet of
assets that can be periodically used by staff or Cabinet members, or | guess any
departmental staff, for matters pertinent to the department.

Now, of course, throughout their time in Opposition the NDP were very critical of
the previous government and their use, so my question for the minister is, in the interest of
ensuring the appropriate use of this helicopter, would the minister please table in the
House, by 12:00 noon tomorrow, the log book for the Department of Natural Resources
helicopter, including the flights and, of course, the passengers who would be in that log, for
the past four years?

HON. CHARLIE PARKER: Mr. Speaker, certainly we’re fortunate in Nova Scotia
to have a very qualified helicopter fleet. We have five helicopters that serve our province
through the Department of Natural Resources. They’re there for need in firefighting
primarily, but certainly have other duties as well.

Certainly during estimates I didn’t hear this question from the honourable member,
but I’ll endeavour to get the information as soon as it’s available.

MR. YOUNGER: Mr. Speaker, | appreciate that from the minister. | wonder,
would he list the helicopter and airplane flights that were chartered for staff and ministerial
use in the Province of Nova Scotia over that same period of time?
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MR. PARKER: Mr. Speaker, of course the province does not own any airplanes so
there are no air flights to file or get information for, but again, on the helicopters, I’1l
endeavour to get that information.

MR. YOUNGER: Mr. Speaker, the question was for aircraft that have been
chartered - aircraft or helicopters that would not be owned by the government but have
been chartered for flights by ministers, political staff, and the departments within the
Province of Nova Scotia.

MR. PARKER: Well, Mr. Speaker, obviously the honourable member is running
out of questions because that certainly does not fall under the purview of the Department of
Natural Resources, but I’ll get the helicopter information for the honourable member.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Victoria-The Lakes.

LBR. & ADVANCED EDUC. - APPRENTICESHIP REGS.:
RED TAPE - REMOVE

MR. KEITH BAIN: Mr. Speaker, my question through you is to the Minister of
Labour and Advanced Education.

The current provincial regulations on apprenticeship are needlessly limiting
opportunities for young trade workers trying to break into their fields and start their
careers. Even with federal and provincial grants and tax credits, it’s the extra red tape at the
provincial level that’s holding them back from being hired.

My question through you to the minister is, will the minister remove the red tape
restraining these young tradespeople from working?

HON. FRANK CORBETT: Mr. Speaker, we’ll sure try, because all that red tape
was put in by his government. Thank you.

MR. BAIN: Mr. Speaker, let me be clear, the effective journeyperson-apprentice
ratio is to reduce the number of people who work in a trade, and according to a recent
report of the C.D. Howe Institute “. . . the trades in provinces with the strictest
journeyperson-apprentice ratios have lower levels of young workers . . . suggesting that
these regulations may be acting as barriers to entry.” And that’s exactly what’s happening
in this province - and I'll table that.

My question through you to the minister is, why is the government choosing high
salaries of the lucky few who find work, while saying tough luck to the majority of young
workers who are being held back by this red tape?
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MR. CORBETT: It’s a timely question if not totally inaccurate, Mr. Speaker. But
I’'m going to tell you something. You know, ratios, we inherited ratios. It was that group
over there that put them in. So what we are doing though, so we’ll be perfectly clear, is we
are working on apprenticeship training now, and we’re working with workers and with
labour to find out what are the best ratios to use. We’re not going to rely on their 1960
model. We’re going to use a new model.

MR. BAIN: Mr. Speaker, one of the problems there is, if it is workers and labour,
we’re leaving the employer out. You know, recently there has been encouragement by the
federal government for young workers to enter the trades. Now is the opportunity for this
government to stand up for young Nova Scotians looking to begin their careers and
modernize this legislation. The minister says we’re working on it. For two years they’ve
been working on it.

So my question to the minister is, will the minister finally update the regulations on
apprenticeship so young Nova Scotians can put their valuable skills to use?

MR. CORBETT: Mr. Speaker, he is right, | misspoke. | meant to say workers and
employers. You know, these are people from all across the province who are, as we speak,
as we’re in this House today, working on these issues, an issue that they - deliberately |
would suggest - ignored. And they’re saying these things today. We are working forward
with this. We would want their help to help move this forward. We have Merit contractors
working with us. We have unionized contractors working with us. We have workers from
all the trades, whether they have to be put in place or not. But we do, we’ve been working
on it. Those guys ignored it. What part of that don’t they get?

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings West.
HEALTH & WELLNESS - EMC: STRIKE PLAN - CONTINGENCY

MR. LEO GLAVINE: Mr. Speaker, years of tumultuous negotiations under the
former Progressive Conservative Government have left paramedics in this province
frustrated. Two years after the most current agreement between paramedics and EMC has
expired, this ugly history could very well repeat itself. The paramedics we have heard from
are angry, and this anger is shared equally amongst all parties involved in the negotiating
process, including government. The first contract was rejected by a vote of 98 per cent, and
many paramedics are telling us the new contract being voted on right now is not much
different than the previous contract rejected.

Could the minister please tell us whether he has been actively working with EMC
on a contingency plan in the event of a strike - yes or no?

HON. DAVID WILSON: Mr. Speaker, I know both sides have worked extremely
hard to try to come to an agreement that can be ratified by the paramedics. I’'m not going to
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negotiate any contract on the floor of the Legislature. | believe in collective bargaining.
We’ve said that so many times here in the Legislature. I think there’s a process in place for
them to try to resolve and come to an agreement, and | look forward to the paramedics and
EMC doing that.

MR. GLAVINE: Mr. Speaker, emergency services on our roads and in our homes,
paramedic services in nursing homes and emergency departments, and yes, even in our
Collaborative Emergency Centres are not immune should paramedics decide to strike.
Nova Scotians deserve to know what will unfold should the most recent contract be
rejected. VVoting is happening now, and the results of this vote could be known as early as
week’s end.

Could the minister indicate the details of his contingency plan, or will binding
arbitration serve as this government’s contingency plan?

MR. WILSON: Mr. Speaker, from what I understand, the voting isn’t taking place
today. They were working on trying to get a handle on that. We have a large province. |
know the union themselves need to facilitate that, and | am confident that both sides will be
able to work through this. That’s why we have collective bargaining. That’s why there is a
process in place and | look forward to that process coming to, | think, a positive ending. |
look forward to continuing to support our men and women who are paramedics across this
province, in whatever environment they choose to work in.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings West on a new question.
ERDT - HIGH-SPEED INTERNET: RURAL N.S. - ACCESS PROVIDE

MR. LEO GLAVINE: Mr. Speaker, the original promise of high-speed Internet for
all Nova Scotians was to be completed by 2010. At the present time, there are still hundreds
in the southwestern part of the province who do not have high-speed access - in fact, a
couple of hundred in the member for Digby-Annapolis’ riding alone. Access to high-speed
Internet is an important service. Really, it’s a rural and economic development issue, and
here we are, over three years later, with hundreds of Nova Scotians without access.

Three years later, will the Minister of Economic and Rural Development and
Tourism explain why we are still waiting to make sure that rural Nova Scotia has this
technology available to these thousand Nova Scotians, and why the penalties for late
completion of this service were waived?

HON. PERCY PARIS: Mr. Speaker, | thank the member for the question - a very
important one. My first response to the member opposite is, first of all, when it comes to
broadband, it was a project that was underestimated, in my opinion. The government and
the suppliers, the service delivery agents of the day, didn’t fully grasp the magnitude of the
problem.
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Having said that, we are working on solutions. We are attempting to make sure that
all Nova Scotians have access to broadband. Right now, it’s fair to say that we are one of
the most connected jurisdictions in the world - we are at 99 per cent. We recognize that in
the world of fairness, there are less than 800 people who do not have connectivity. We are
working, and the member would know that there has been a pilot program taking place up
in the Valley to see if we can provide those remaining families, individuals, and
organizations with high-speed Internet.

MR. GLAVINE: Mr. Speaker, I'm going to ask the minister about that very pilot
project. Eastlink currently has that project in place where they are providing high-speed
access direct from satellite to home, and the project is proving to be very successful.
However, in order to be able to fully embrace this technology, government needs to change
the original contract. This will allow them greater flexibility to ensure that all Nova
Scotians will have access to high-speed Internet service.

My question to the minister is, when will government make the necessary change to
the contract and allow providers the flexibility to complete the high-speed initiative as
promised?

MR. PARIS: Mr. Speaker, with respect to that test, the results and analyses have
not come through to my desk yet. We are not going to make any determination until |
receive the full contents of what that testing revealed and what the analysis is.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Victoria-The Lakes.
TIR - CABOT TRAIL: VICTORIA CO. SECTION - PAVING

MR. KEITH BAIN: Mr. Speaker, the renowned Cabot Trail is noted throughout the
world for its beauty and its people. Over the past number of years, reconstruction of the
Victoria County portion of the Cabot Trail has taken place - reconstruction, | must note,
that was started by the PC Government in 2007. My question to the Minister of
Transportation and Infrastructure Renewal is, does his department plan on paving a portion
of the Victoria County section of the Cabot Trail this year?

HON. MAURICE SMITH: Mr. Speaker, | thank my friend, because it is a question
that I think he’s asked earlier, directly to departmental staff. I understand the answer has
been given to him.

We have been paving on the Cabot Trail consistently for the last number of years.
In the five-year plan we’ve indicated what we’re going to be doing. This year we will be
paving on the Cabot Trail, unfortunately not in Victoria County, but in Inverness County.
We intend to maintain our efforts to improve the Cabot Trail. We know full well what a
valued asset that is, not only to Cape Breton but to the province. Our work is going
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forward. Last year we did a significant portion in Victoria County. In fairness I thought this
year we should do some work in Inverness County, thank you.

MR. BAIN: Without getting into an argument with the member for Inverness on
who deserves it more we’ll just move on. Mr. Speaker, the 2012-13 five-year capital plan
said that a section of the Cabot Trail in Victoria County from Little River southerly for 6.3
kilometres would be done. In the 2013-14 five-year plan it’s not there. The government has
been trumpeting the five-year plan so the people will know the projects that are taking
place. My question for the minister would be why was that section in the 2012-13 five-year
plan but not in the 2013-14 five-year plan?

MR. SMITH: Again, it’s an important question because I understand that he is
concerned about his constituents and what they’re looking forward to having. That portion
of the road that he’s talking about will be done next year. The reason - and | should tell the
member so that they’ll know this, this isn’t just one layer of preservation pavement, this is
a total reconstruction of that road and it’s very, very expensive to do that kind of work.

As | said, a large portion of our efforts are being spent on the Cabot Trail, it was a
fairness issue to me. | intend to get that work done, it will get done next year. From my
point of view, last year the paving plan started in Victoria County, we had paving on the
Cabot Trail as well in Victoria County - | determined that going forward that road will get
done, it will get done next year, and we’re going to Inverness this year.

MR. BAIN: Mr. Speaker, | think the minister is trying to get an argument going
between the member for Inverness and myself. But | have to say that | appreciate what the
minister has said about the additional paving that was done in Bay St. Lawrence and the
White Point area, 27 kilometres to be exact, and it’s very much appreciated by the people
that live there. But we also have to keep in mind that those same people who live North of
Smokey travel that road, most people every day of the week, to get to Englishtown ferry if
they have a doctor’s appointment in Baddeck, or whatever the case might be. I still can’t
understand why it went from being in the plan one year to it not being in it the next, so what
good does the five-year capital plan actually do for those that want to know what’s going to
be taking place?

MR. SMITH: The five-year plan is a plan that we put forward, this year was our
fourth edition. Last year we got 97 per cent of the work done that we intended to do; I can’t
indicate more than that. It is a plan, and sometimes when you have plans you make some
alternative changes. It’s not as if we’ve taken this off the list or told the people in that area
that we’re not going to get the work done, Mr. Speaker - that work will get done. As | said,
for me I looked at going forward, it was time that another area other than Victoria County
got some attention and | decided on Inverness. | like Cape Breton, | like the Cabot Trail,
work is being done on the Cabot Trail. We can’t do it all in one year. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Yarmouth.
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