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House of Assembly
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HALIFAX, WEDNESDAY, MAY 1, 2013
Sixty-first General Assembly
Fifth Session
2:00 P.M.

SPEAKER
Hon. Gordie Gosse

DEPUTY SPEAKERS
Ms. Becky Kent, Mr. Leo Glavine, Mr. Alfie MacLeod
MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. The subject matter for late debate has been chosen
and I will now read:
Therefore be it resolved that unlike the previous Liberal and Progressive
Conservative Governments, the NDP Government’s plan for health care is putting patients
first while reducing administration costs.

It was submitted by the honourable member for Lunenburg West.

We’ll begin the daily routine.

1781
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PRESENTING AND READING PETITIONS
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Inverness.

MR. ALLAN MACMASTER: Mr. Speaker, | hereby beg leave to table a petition,
the operative clause being:

We the undersigned, call upon . . . the Nova Scotia provincial government to
restore emergency surgery at the Inverness Consolidated Memorial Hospital
(ICMH).

This petition contains 156, plus 61, so 250 (Interruptions) Oh, there are too many
numbers going around here, Mr. Speaker.

Anyway, | beg leave to table this petition, and I have affixed my own signature to it
as well. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: The petition is tabled.

PRESENTING REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

TABLING REPORTS, REGULATIONS AND OTHER PAPERS
STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister responsible for the Advisory Council on
the Status of Women Act.

HON. MARILYN MORE: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recognize May as Sexual
Assault Awareness Month. It is a time to recognize victims and their families. It is a time to
express our gratitude to the people and organizations that do the caring and difficult work
to face these painful experiences every day. Sexual violence is an enduring social issue and
it is not unique to Nova Scotia. These are issues that are challenging governments,
community leaders, organizational leaders, and parents around the world.

Recent events have made it clear the status quo is not an option. We can and must
do more. We must do things differently in our province, but making a difference will take
all of us working together. We all have a role to play as parents, grandparents, legislators,
friends, and community members. Let’s take a hard look at the programs, supports, and
policies we have in place now and figure out how to improve them. If we work together,
anything is possible.

We know sexual violence in all its forms is unacceptable. We have an opportunity
to effect real and substantive change in our province. Over the past weeks I’ve been



WED., MAY 1, 2013 ASSEMBLY DEBATES 1783

speaking with many community-based organizations that provide direct services and
supports to victims of sexual assault. They are part of our front-line service delivery.
Recent events in our province have placed additional demand on these organizations to
varying degrees. The province values their work. We are responding to requests for help
from these organizations so that they can deal with the increase in inquiries, program
requests, and service demand.

Today’s one-time emergency funding will help these organizations to continue to
provide invaluable resources to those who need help. Organizations can request one-time
emergency fundin% based on demonstrating an increased demand for services. The
deadline is May 15". For more information on the emergency fund, organizations can call
the Status of Women office.

I also had the opportunity last week to visit the Avalon Sexual Assault Centre in the
Halifax Regional Municipality. The centre serves about half the province’s population, and
organizations from across the province reach out to Avalon when they have reached their
capacity or need certain expertise. For these reasons, beyond the emergency fund, Avalon
will receive $100,000 in one-time funding to help address the recent increase in demand for
their services.

We recognize there is a gap in services for victims of sexual assault in this
province, particularly outside of metro; some areas have little or no service. This
emergency funding is just a first step to address this gap and it will not be our last. It is time
to turn our attention to longer term planning and solutions. We are focused on better
coordination of current services, identifying gaps, making legislative changes, reviewing
what’s working and what’s not.

The status quo is not an option. To bring about real, meaningful, and long-lasting
change, we need a culture change in this province. Engaging in the conversation is a shared
responsibility. As we launch the beginning of Sexual Assault Awareness Month, we
acknowledge that substantive change will require all of us working together, more
co-operatively within sectors, across all levels of government, across communities and
regions.

Working in collaboration with the provincial organizing committee, we will mark
this important month with an event in this House on Friday, May 3", and I invite and
encourage all members to attend. For too long, issues of sexual violence have been swept
under the rug or dealt with tentatively by society. We can and must do more. The impact
and prevalence of sexual violence is undeniable. Together we need to consider how to
address it and what we, individually and collectively, can do to prevent it. Now is the time
to engage in the conversation and take concerted action.

All citizens, families, organizations, schools, and workplaces must focus on
creating safe places where people treat each other respectfully; change starts with us.
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I would also like to take this opportunity to convey a sincere thank you to the
community-based organizations and caring professionals across this province that have
tirelessly and passionately worked to address the issue. Your strength, courage, and
commitment to addressing sexual violence is to be commended. The collective energy we
have as members in this House, as community groups, and as citizens can be harnessed to
make a real difference in addressing sexual violence in Nova Scotia. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Bedford-Birch Cove.

MS. KELLY REGAN: Mr. Speaker, | would like to thank victims of sexual assault
and their families for coming forward recently to share their experiences and alerting us to
this crisis. As we know, there are many victims who cannot speak out.

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank the committed organizations and
individuals across the province that work to end sexualized violence with little recognition,
and even less funding. I would also like to thank the minister’s office for sending her
statement to us in advance.

The Liberal caucus is pleased to hear that organizations, including the Avalon
Sexual Assault Centre, will be able to access emergency funding to provide sexual assault
services. We have repeatedly called on this government to increase funding to
organizations to ensure they can meet the need in their communities.

This announcement is coming as the result of a tragedy, but let’s be clear - sexual
assault is not a new phenomenon in this province. The minister said sexual violence is an
enduring social issue and is not unique to Nova Scotia. This is true; however, Nova Scotia
has the highest rates of sexual assault in Canada, and we also have the lowest rates of
conviction in the country. We need to do a better job of teaching people about consent and
healthy relationships. This was made evident back in 2008 when Avalon Sexual Assault
Centre submitted their needs assessment to government. The previous Progressive
Conservative Government ignored it; the current NDP Government is acting now only
after public pressure.

Mr. Speaker, recently this government has spent $1.6 million on commercials. The
Liberal caucus has been calling on government to advertise to people what services are
available and what they can do if they are a victim of sexual assault. We are calling on this
government to take some of their commercial money and spend it on real public awareness,
instead of feel-good government self-promotion. The “Don’t be that guy” promotion,
initiated by the Halifax Regional Police Force, is a good example.

Public awareness is only part of the puzzle, however. We need to ensure that people
can access services from organizations that have sustainable funding. Let’s be clear - this is
emergency funding only and that is not sustainable. Any investment in local services for
sexual assault services is welcome, but the minister knows well that organizations need
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sustainable funding, and that’s why we introduced a bill calling on government to provide
multi-year funding to organizations.

Sixteen months ago we asked for this government’s sexual assault strategy - this
minister said it was being worked on aggressively. Two weeks ago we asked again - still no
strategy. | had hoped that we would see a strategy today, the first day of Sexual Assault
Awareness Month. | know the minister is sincere in her desire to combat sexual violence
and to protect women and girls, and | commend her for her efforts. We are happy to see
some money made available to these organizations - it has taken too long and there is much
more to be done. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Leader of the Progressive Conservative Party.

HON. JAMIE BAILLIE: Mr. Speaker, | too thank the minister for her statement
today and also for the action that she is taking in providing the $100,000 of emergency
funding.

| want to take this brief opportunity to remind all young Nova Scotians, in
particular young girls and teenage girls, that when they are victimized, either by bullying or
cyberbullying or by sexual assault, that we all want it to be true that there are always
options for them. There is always some place to turn; there is always someone to talk to;
there is always a program or service that you can turn to to get the help you need when you
are a victim of sexual assault, of inappropriate activity in bullying and cyberbullying,
because we all know what happens when someone reaches that terrible moment when they
feel there’s nowhere else to turn.

Mr. Speaker, let us all remind our fellow young Nova Scotians that there is always
an option; there is always a place to turn. And let’s work to make that true, both through the
services of the Avalon Sexual Assault Centre and similar centres and for all Nova Scotians,
no matter where they live in our province because, Mr. Speaker, | know that the $100,000
emergency funding today is the result of a surge in requests for help from the Avalon
Centre and from others over the last little while. As awareness of sexual assault and the
terrible victimization that occurs, the lack of options that sometimes victims feel, because
of the increased awareness of those things there is now increased attention to where one
should turn and increased need for those services and the $100,000 will be greatly
welcomed, | know, by the Avalon Centre and others that provide similar services.

Let me also say a thank you to them, many of the volunteers, many of them working
on a shoestring budget, for all the work they do to plug those holes in our social fabric, to
do all they can to make sure that victims of sexual assault, that young girls, that young
Nova Scotians do have a place to turn, do know that there are options available to them, do
know that there should never be and will never be a point where they give up hope, that
they can get the help that they need.
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So this is an emergency funding, Mr. Speaker, but let’s also work towards a day
where Avalon Sexual Assault Centre and others have the permanent long-term funding that
they need to provide that service. Let’s work today to make sure there is a long-term,
permanent, sustainable plan to provide help and assistance to victims of sexual assaults, so
that emergency funding does not become an ongoing part of the scene. For example, just
last year the Avalon Centre had to cut from their budget a legal support advocate because
they didn’t have the funding, if there is ever an example of a false savings that would be it.

Here we are today with emergency funding when ultimately what’s needed is
appropriate funding at all times to make sure that that great wish we all have that people
know that the services are there when they need them will be true all the time. Mr. Speaker,
this happens to be this year we have Sexual Assault Awareness Month and their campaign
this year focuses on healthy sexuality and child sexual abuse prevention as a reminder that
instead of providing one-time funding from time to time that we should make investments
of a permanent nature to protect our daughters, our nieces, our granddaughters, and all girls
and all young Nova Scotians. We focus on girls because two-thirds of sexual assault
victims are girls between the ages of 13 and 25. That is a startling fact that requires a
government that addresses it beyond just on an emergency basis.

I will say, as we’ve all known, over the past month Nova Scotia has been the centre
of attention for the whole country because of some of the tragedies that have occurred.
Now we have an opportunity to get this right, to fix and plug those holes in the system of
services, programs, and counselling that is available, not just on an emergency basis but on
a permanent basis so that when we rise in this House, when we remind our young Nova
Scotians that they always have options, that they always have a place to turn, that they can
always get the help that they need, that that is in fact true for all time, Mr. Speaker, not just
for sometimes, so let’s use this occasion to make that true once and for all. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Bedford-Birch Cove on an
introduction.

MS. KELLY REGAN: Mr. Speaker, I would like to direct the members’ attention
to the west gallery where we are being visited today by some members of the 1% Bedford
Scout Troop with their leaders Al Havill and Brent Newsome. | would like the Scout Troop
to rise and please receive the warm welcome of the House. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: We welcome all our guests to the gallery and hope that they enjoy
this afternoon’s proceedings.

The honourable Minister of Natural Resources.
HON. CHARLIE PARKER: Mr. Speaker, | too want to welcome the Boy Scouts

here. Being a former Boy Scout and a leader at one time, it’s always great to have them
here with us in the Legislature.
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Yesterday afternoon, Mr. Speaker, Global Forest Watch Canada released a bulletin
looking at Nova Scotia’s proposed new protected areas. This organization is part of a
network of independent organizations that monitor and map logging, mining, road building
and other development within major forested regions of our world.

The bulletin focuses on our government’s efforts to conserve an additional 124,000
hectares of large intact forests, raising the overall level of protection to about 46 per cent of
all remaining large intact forests in our province. In the bulletin Peter Lee, executive
director of Global Forest Watch Canada, said, “This would be a significant contribution to
protecting large intact forests. . . With these new protected areas, about half of all
remaining large intact forests in Nova Scotia will soon be protected if the government of
Nova Scotia proceeds.”

Mr. Speaker, if all of the proposed protected areas being considered are
implemented, over 13 per cent of our province will be protected, placing Nova Scotia
second in Canada only to British Columbia for the total per cent of protection.

Mr. Speaker, if members recall that Nova Scotia had the second-lowest amount of
Crown land in the country, then they would truly appreciate the significance of what we are
achieving in our proposed protection plan. In today’s Halifax ChronicleHerald, Chris
Miller, with the Nova Scotia Chapter of the Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society, said
his organization is “. . . really pleased to see this analysis come out and affirm the
government is headed in the right direction.” He said the public response to the proposed
site has been encouraging and it is hoped the government can move quickly to keep the
tracts safe.

Mr. Speaker, our government will ensure that these intact forests, and many other
important areas, are legally protected. Just two weeks ago my colleague, the Minister of
Environment, delivered a statement in this House to update members about the recent work
our staff have been doing as they toured the province, consulting with communities and
answering questions, in a series of open house meetings. Hundreds of Nova Scotians
attended these sessions and today, May 1%, is the final day for feedback and suggestions on
the proposed Parks and Protected Areas Plan. The final plan will, of course, be shaped by
the important input that has been received from the public.

Mr. Speaker, our government listened to the concerns of Nova Scotians. We are
changing forestry in this province with new rules around clear-cutting and whole-tree
harvesting, we’ve repealed the Stora Act, and we’re working with the forest industry to
make it, and all our forest land, sustainable. Thank you for listening.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth East.

MR. ANDREW YOUNGER: Mr. Speaker, I’d like to thank the minister for the
copy of his statement earlier today. I think many Nova Scotians would be happy that the
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protected areas that were originally envisioned through all-Party support of the
Environmental Goals and Sustainable Prosperity Act and later expanded, again with
all-Party support, is working towards becoming a reality.

Of course I’m not surprised the minister would offer a ministerial statement today,
given the bulletin by Global Forest Watch Canada and I do think it’s actually a good thing
that we’re getting large areas of contiguous forests. I probably shouldn’t be surprised,
though, that the minister did not do a statement last week when the Mining Association of
Nova Scotia released a statement pointing out that on February 28", when the minister
made the announcement on the new protected areas, he also committed that all the
impacted landowners would be contacted by his department or the Department of
Environment, in advance of the public consultations. Most of those have not yet been
contacted and, as the minister noted, those consultations wrap up today, which means they
haven’t been able to participate. I will table a letter that notes that.

Mr. Speaker, |1 am left to wonder why the changes, which allowed the expanded
protected areas, and received all-Party support - why the minister would then not follow
through on his obligations and commitments to contact the potentially impacted
landowners and right holders so that they could have buy-in from them as well. It’s
unfortunate that the minister has missed that step.

Here we are, two months after the announcement of the protected lands, and many
of the people have yet to be contacted. So will the minister, and maybe the Environment
Minister, get up and congratulate himself on a similar ministerial statement when and if
these associations or landowners, as suggested in the letter | just tabled, result in some of
these lands becoming mired in legal troubles? We don’t know because the minister hasn’t
contacted those.

Mr. Speaker, this is no different than the issue of clear-cutting, where the
government created a definition where it considered very little actually ended up being
clear-cut. It is no different than the delays in the natural resources study being completed.

Mr. Speaker, it is good news that they’re moving ahead with further protected
areas, and that’s why we supported that. In fact, that’s why, in the last government and this
government, the move toward protected areas received all-Party support. My hope is that in
the future, the minister will be willing to also recognize those organizations who have
questions that they feel are not being answered, because I think this is something where it’s
important to have buy-in from everybody.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, let me observe that yesterday we had a statement on
protected areas by the Minister of Community Services, and today we have a statement
from the Minister of Natural Resources on the same topic. | say to the Minister of
Environment, whose portfolio the government says protected areas fall under - hopefully
one day they’ll let him speak too. Thank you very much.
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MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cape Breton West.

MR. ALFIE MACLEOQOD: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I’d like to thank the
minister for providing us with an advance copy of his statement today as well.

We all want balance between industry and preserving our natural, pristine Nova
Scotia. Nova Scotia is home to some of the most beautiful forests and scenery in the world,
and that is something that Nova Scotians want to protect. Our landscape is part of our
culture, and must be protected for future generations. When a Progressive Conservative
Government brought in the Environmental Goals and Sustainable Prosperity Act, we did it
because we have a firm belief that we must always keep our future generations in mind
with every decision that we make. We must make sure that our environment is protected as
we find new ways to harmonize economic prosperity with environmental sustainability.
Forest preservation means working to protect the forests and ensure sustainable forestry
practices, and working with the harvesters and industry to create a balance that works for
Nova Scotia.

Mr. Speaker, the government’s claim about changing forestry in our province is
thinly veiled. They let deadline after deadline after deadline pass while woodlot owners
were kept in the dark on a clear-cutting definition. Not only that, but they finally revealed it
nearly two years after the fact. Harvesters need to have access to forests. They yield good
economic value for their business and the economy of the province, and we must ensure
they are aware of the risk of overharvesting. By protecting our lands and forests, we can do
part of this, but the government needs to work better with those in the industry to ensure
that both industry and environment have a future in our province. There are few examples
beyond land and forest protection where we see this government take an interest in
protecting future generations.

We believe that this must apply to all the decisions made by this government. We
do not want to leave our children with our debt. We do not want to see them have fewer
services because we were not financially responsible ourselves. This government has
added more than $1 billion to the debt, and cut front-line services in health and education.
Future generations care about these things, and in this caucus we care about them too. We
are pleased to see this government’s continued interest in land and forest protection, but |
would be remiss if | didn’t remind the government how important it is to consider future
generations in all decisions that this government makes. Thank you very much, Mr.
Speaker.

GOVERNMENT NOTICES OF MOTION

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of the Public Service Commission.
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RESOLUTION NO. 1090

HON. MARILYN MORE: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas the Excellence in Public Service Award is the most prestigious award a
Government of Nova Scotia employee or team can receive; and

Whereas the Mills team was selected for its work developing and executing a plan
to protect jobs, sustain the forest industry, and set the groundwork to transform the sector;
and

Whereas the exemplary public servants who make up the Mills team broke new
ground for government by pioneering a new approach to respond to and support
communities in need;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratulate
the Mills team for being recognized with the 2013 Excellence in Public Service Award for
their innovative approach to protecting jobs, communities, and the province’s forestry
industry, and thank all public servants for making life better for Nova Scotia families.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Gaelic Affairs.

RESOLUTION NO. 1091

HON. MAURICE SMITH: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas today, May 1, 2013, for the first time, the province raised the flag with the
symbol of the Gaels at Province House to mark the beginning of Gaelic Awareness Month
and to recognize the work and effort that the Gaelic community has committed to
advancing the Gaelic language and culture; and
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Whereas in the face of adversity, Nova Scotia’s Gaelic language and culture have
persisted and contributed to the province’s diversity and way of life; and

Whereas the Gaelic story in our province is continuing to unfold, with many active
individuals, groups, and communities working to learn and pass on the language and
culture of the Gaels who settled here more than 240 years ago;

Therefore be it resolved that the members of this House of Assembly recognize the
contributions that Gaels, through their language and culture, make to Nova Scotia’s
identity, and wish all Nova Scotians a great Gaelic Awareness Month.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Community Services.

HON. DENISE PETERSON-RAFUSE: Mr. Speaker, may | have your indulgence
for an introduction?

MR. SPEAKER: Most certainly.

MS. PETERSON-RAFUSE: I'd like to take this opportunity to acknowledge
several guests who are with us here today in the gallery. It has been my honour and
pleasure to meet these guests earlier this afternoon. | would ask them to stand as | introduce
them. Dr. Shelly Whitman is the executive director of the Roméo Dallaire Child Soldiers
Initiative, based at the Dalhousie University Centre for Foreign Policy Studies.

Also accompanying Dr. Whitman here are her staff. We have Tanya Zayed, the
deputy director; Lori Ward, the director of fund development; Carl Conradi, programme
officer; and Matt Campbell, for communications. We must not forget a wonderful, lovely
family: her husband, Ben, and her children Aaron, Egan, Jade, and Jonah. Their last name
is John. I am extremely pleased that Dr. Whitman, her staff, and her wonderful family are
here today, and | would like to encourage everyone to give them a fabulous, warm
welcome. (Applause)
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MR. SPEAKER: We welcome all our guests to the gallery and hope they enjoy this
afternoon’s proceedings.

The honourable Minister of Community Services.
RESOLUTION NO. 1092

HON. DENISE PETERSON-RAFUSE: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a
future day I shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas the Roméo Dallaire Child Soldiers Initiative, based at Dalhousie
University’s Centre for Foreign Policy Studies, is a global partnership committed to ending
the use and recruitment of child soldiers worldwide through ground-breaking research,
advocacy, and security sector training; and

Whereas this initiative is being led by Nova Scotian Dr. Shelly Whitman, a native
of Tantallon, who has made ending the use of child soldiers worldwide a major priority in
her life; and

Whereas there are more than 250,000 children who have been recruited to
participate in armed conflicts worldwide, mostly in sub-Saharan Africa, as well as parts of
Asia and South America, and Nova Scotia is the home of many new Canadians who have
left conflict zones, so a number of our children have been severely affected by this issue;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly acknowledge
the leadership role of Dr. Whitman, her staff, and the Roméo Dallaire Child Soldiers
Initiative at Dalhousie University, in ending the practice of recruiting children as soldiers,
and extend a heartfelt thank you for making a difference in the lives of the world’s children
and for shining a positive light on Nova Scotia on the global stage.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried. (Applause)

The honourable Minister of Health and Wellness.
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RESOLUTION NO. 1093

HON. DAVID WILSON: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas the month of May is Speech and Hearing Month and millions of
Canadians are living with the daily challenge of communication, swallowing and balance
disorders which significantly affect the work, school, and social aspects of their lives; and

Whereas individuals with these challenges, especially children and seniors, could
be greatly assisted through early detection and intervention; and

Whereas greater awareness of where to find help is paramount to ensuring these
individuals are able to lead richer and more productive, enjoyable lives;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House recognize May as Speech
and Hearing Month, and acknowledge the tireless efforts of the Speech and Hearing
Association of Nova Scotia.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Communities, Culture and Heritage.

HON. LEONARD PREYRA: Mr. Speaker, before | read this resolution, may |
make an introduction?

MR. SPEAKER: Most certainly.

MR. PREYRA: Mr. Speaker, and members of the Legislature, sitting in the east
gallery today are three distinguished members of my constituency, three leaders of
Neptune Theatre: Rob Batherson, president, who is known to members of this House;
George Pothitos, artistic director; and Amy Melmock, who is general manager at Neptune
Theatre. I’d like them to rise and receive the warm applause of this House. (Applause)
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MR. SPEAKER: We welcome all our guests to the gallery and hope they enjoy this
afternoon’s proceedings.

The honourable Minister of Communities, Culture and Heritage.
RESOLUTION NO. 1094

HON. LEONARD PREYRA: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day
I shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas in July 1963 Neptune Theatre opened its doors on the corner of Argyle
and Sackville Streets in downtown Halifax; and

Whereas in the Fall of 2012 Neptune Theatre opened its 50" Anniversary season
showcasing a mix of Broadway musicals and local plays, such as Legally Blonde, Sweeney
Todd, and Eighteen, not to mention the Glace Bay Miners Museum by local playwright
Wendy Lill; and

Whereas Neptune Theatre has provided world-class live theatre for five decades,
along with considerable economic, social, and educational benefits to the Province of Nova
Scotia;

Therefore be it resolved that the House of Assembly congratulate Neptune Theatre
and all of its artists, administrators, volunteers, donors, sponsors, and ticket buyers, who
have made it the success it is today and over the last 50 seasons.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Transportation and Infrastructure Renewal.

RESOLUTION NO. 1095

HON. MAURICE SMITH: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:
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Whereas there are more than 26,000 motorcycles registered in Nova Scotia; and

Whereas May is the month when many motorcycle owners begin to bring their
vehicles back on the road; and

Whereas awareness of motorcycles on our streets and highways and extra vigilance
of all drivers will help reduce injuries and fatalities;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly join us in
acknowledging that May has been proclaimed as Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month in
the Province of Nova Scotia.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Health and Wellness.

RESOLUTION NO. 1096

HON. DAVID WILSON: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas an estimated 36 per cent of Nova Scotians provide care to someone
because of a long-term health condition, mental illness, or temporary difficult time; and

Whereas those men and women give freely of their time, energy, and income to
provide the care and support someone needs; and

Whereas May is Caregivers Month, a time to recognize the dedication, energy, care
and support caregivers provide;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly join me in
celebrating Caregivers Month in Nova Scotia and in recognizing those who provide
important care and support to those in need.
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Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Health and Wellness.

HON. DAVID WILSON: Mr. Speaker, may | make an introduction?

MR. SPEAKER: Most certainly.

MR. WILSON: Mr. Speaker, I’d like to draw the members’ attention to the east
gallery. Joining us today, we have Karren Fader who is the president of the Nova Scotia
Association of Medical Radiation Technologists; Lisa Bourne who is the chairman of the
Active Steering Committee of the Nova Scotia Association of Medical Radiation
Technologists; Catlin Dent who is the president of the Nova Scotia Society of Diagnostic
Medical Sonographers; Joanne Chapman who is the chairman of the Legislative
Committee of the Nova Scotia Society of Diagnostic Medical Sonographers; and they are
joined by members of their committee who have worked hard to prepare the government
for the introduction of the bill.

Please rise and receive the warm welcome of the House. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: We welcome all the guests to the gallery and hope they enjoy this
afternoon’s proceedings.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

Bill No. 70 - Entitled an Act Respecting the Practice of Medical Imaging and
Radiation Therapy Professionals. (Hon. David Wilson)

Bill No. 71 - Entitled an Act to Amend Chapter 61 of the Acts of 2012, An Act
to Amend Chapter 1 (1992 Supplement) of the Revised Statutes of 1989. The House of
Assembly Act. (Hon. Darrell Dexter)



WED., MAY 1, 2013 ASSEMBLY DEBATES 1797

Bill No. 72 - Entitled an Act to Amend Chapter 61 of the Acts of 2012, An Act
to Amend Chapter 1 (1992 Supplement) of the Revised Statutes of 1989. The House of
Assembly Act. (Hon. Frank Corbett)

Bill No. 73 - Entitled an Act to Amend Chapter 61 of the Acts of 2012, An Act
to Amend Chapter 1 (1992 Supplement) of the Revised Statutes of 1989. The House of
Assembly Act. (Mr. Jim Boudreau)

Bill No. 74 - Entitled an Act to Amend Chapter 61 of the Acts of 2012, An Act
to Amend Chapter 1 (1992 Supplement) of the Revised Statues of 1989. The House of
Assembly Act. (Ms. Lenore Zann)

Bill No. 75 - Entitled an Act to Amend Chapter 61 of the Acts of 2012, An Act
to Amend Chapter 1 (1992 Supplement) of the Revised Statues of 1989. The House of
Assembly Act. (Mr. Mat Whynott)

MR. SPEAKER: Ordered that these bills be read a second time on a future day.

NOTICES OF MOTION

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Leader of the Official Opposition.
RESOLUTION NO. 1097

HON. STEPHEN MCNEIL: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day
I shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas in the 18" and 19™ Centuries, the Gaels immigrated to Nova Scotia and
quickly contributed to the cultural diversity of our province, and

Whereas both the preservation and promotion of the Gaelic language and culture
significantly contribute to the cultural, social, educational, and economic vitality of our
province; and

Whereas since 1996, the month of May has been designated as Gaelic Awareness
Month, a month dedicated to remind all of us of the invaluable contribution the Gaelic
culture has played in shaping Nova Scotia’s identity;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of the House of Assembly acknowledge
the month of May as Gaelic Awareness Month, and take time to celebrate the contributions
of the Gaelic language and culture and the role these contributions have had in the
development of strong, diverse communities in our province.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.
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MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?
It is agreed.
Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.
The honourable member for Inverness.
RESOLUTION NO. 1098

MR. ALLAN MACMASTER: A Labhraiche Urramaich, tha mi a’ leigeil fhaicinn
gum bi mi, san am ri tighinn, a’ cur air adhart an ruin a leanas airson gabhail ris:

Whereas May is Gaelic Awareness Month in Nova Scotia; and

Whereas Gaelic continues to live because of the interest of Nova Scotians who
speak and who try to learn this founding language of our province; and

Whereas modest government support for Gaelic is an investment in education and
the maintenance of a language and culture that contains insights, wisdom, and humor that
date back thousands of years;

Therefore be it resolved that the members of this House acknowledge Gaelic
Awareness Month for recognizing the spirit of Nova Scotians who are Gaels.

A Labhraiche Urramaich, tha mi a’guidhe gun teéid brath-gluasad an darna taobh
agus gun teid a’ chuis air adhart as aonais deasbaid.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.
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The honourable member for Pictou East on an introduction.

MR. CLARRIE MACKINNON: Mr. Speaker, there are several people in the
gallery today whom | would like to point out, but two in particular. One is the Liberal
candidate for Pictou East and community activist, he is Francoise Rochon, and | want him
to receive the welcome of the House. But before doing that, | would also like to recognize
Peter Boyles who is an environmentalist, an activist in Pictou County who is always there
for a number of important environmental causes in the county. Would the House please
extend to both of them a very warm welcome. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: We welcome all our guests to the gallery and hope they enjoy this
afternoon’s proceedings.

The honourable Minister of Natural Resources.
RESOLUTION NO. 1099

HON. CHARLIE PARKER: Mr. Speaker, | too welcome our guests here this
afternoon.

Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day I shall move the adoption of
the following resolution:

Whereas the National Wheelchair Curling Championship was held in Ottawa in
March 2013, and 10 teams from across Canada attended; and

Whereas Devin Forbes of Pictou began curling at the New Caledonian Curling
Club in Pictou, and in his first full season of curling he became a member of the curling
team that won the Nova Scotia Championships held at the Halifax Curling Club; and

Whereas Devin Forbes and his teammates, as well as many family members and
supporters, travelled from Nova Scotia to Ottawa to be the provincial representatives at the
National Wheelchair Curling Championships;

Therefore be it resolved that this House of Assembly congratulate Devin Forbes for
being part of the Nova Scotia Wheelchair Curling Team at the National Wheelchair
Curling Championships held in Ottawa, and wish him continued success in the sport of
curling.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?
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It is agreed.
Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.
The honourable member for Cape Breton West.
RESOLUTION NO. 1100

MR. ALFIE MACLEOD: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Canada has one of the highest occurrences of multiple sclerosis in the
world, with approximately three people being diagnosed every day; and

Whereas May is MS Awareness Month, a time dedicated to helping Nova Scotians
understand the symptoms and the impacts of this disorder; and

Whereas across the country fundraising events are held to raise money for research,
equipment, and support groups for children and families;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly acknowledge
May as MS Awareness Month and commit our resources to helping Nova Scotians
understand the disorder and do everything in our power to support them.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable member for Guysborough-Sheet Harbour.

RESOLUTION NO. 1101

MR. JIM BOUDREAU: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:
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Whereas the Guysborough Recreation Department’s mandate is to provide access
to recreational opportunities, to increase the level of participation in recreational activities,
to provide an impact on healthy lifestyles and community wellness, to have the highest
quality of facilities, equipment, and parks, and to build and strengthen relationships with
other organizations and agencies; and

Whereas Philip Hochman was employed as the Municipal Recreation Director and
Special Projects Coordinator for the past 38 years, and has received such accolades as the
Professional Achievement Award in 2005 and the Province of Nova Scotia’s Honorary
Lifetime Membership Award in 2012; and

Whereas Philip Hochman retired in February 2013, after his long-time service to
the residents of the Municipality of the District of Guysborough;

Therefore be it resolved that the members of this House of Assembly extend
congratulations to Philip Hochman on his retirement and thank him for his dedicated
service to both his position and his community, and wish him a happy and healthy
retirement.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable member for Bedford-Birch Cove.

RESOLUTION NO. 1102

MS. KELLY REGAN: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Nova Scotia has the highest rates of sexual assault and the lowest
conviction rates of sexual assault cases in the country; and

Whereas service providers across the province who counsel victims, deliver
outreach programs, and advocate for change are chronically underfunded; and
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Whereas May marks Sexual Assault Awareness Month;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of the House call on this NDP
Government to take real long-term action to address sexualized violence in the province
and ensure that all Nova Scotians have access to service.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

| hear several Noes.

The notice is tabled.

The honourable member for Inverness

RESOLUTION NO. 1103

MR. ALLAN MACMASTER: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future
day I shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Jeopardy! has been broadcast on television for nearly five decades, has an
average of 25 million viewers each week, and won 30 Daytime Emmy Awards; and

Whereas last night during the Double Jeopardy round, under the category
“Canadian Provincial Newspapers,” contestants had to name the province in which the
papers are published, and the Inverness Oran was not only a clue but a Daily Double clue;
and

Whereas this small but mighty newspaper has a following big enough in the United
States to be known on Jeopardy!;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly recognize the
Inverness Oran for being part of April 30, 2013 Jeopardy! Program, and that the champion
for that night was able to answer the question correctly.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?
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It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.
The honourable member for Truro-Bible Hill.

RESOLUTION NO. 1104

MS. LENORE ZANN: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day I shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Truro Fire Chief Blois Currie and firefighters from the Truro Fire Service,
along with other volunteer firefighters, emergency services, and more than 60 volunteers
worked together on Thursday, April 18" to extinguish a fire at the historic A.J. Walker
building on Prince Street in Truro; and

Whereas the firefighters of the Truro Fire Service are commended for their
excellent work during 10 hours of fighting, containing and extinguishing this fire, and
managing to keep other local businesses in the area safe from fire damage; and

Whereas the citizens of Truro, including a group of small children who brought the
firefighters chocolate chip cookies and letters of thanks, hailing them as heroes for saving
our town and wanted to thank the Truro Fire Service for their great work;

Therefore be it resolved that this Nova Scotia Legislature thank the Truro Fire
Service and Fire Chief Blois Currie for their work on behalf of all the citizens of Truro.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.

I’'m going to ask the honourable member for Bedford-Birch Cove to read the
operative clause on a resolution she read earlier.
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The honourable member for Bedford-Birch Cove.
[RESOLUTION NO. 1102]

MS. KELLY REGAN: Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House call
on this NDP Government to take real long-term action to address sexualized violence in the
province and ensure that all Nova Scotians have access to service.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Leader of the Official Opposition.

RESOLUTION NO. 1105

HON. STEPHEN MCNEIL: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day
I shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas today, May 1%, has been proclaimed Doctors Day in Nova Scotia; and

Whereas physicians play an integral role in our health care system, providing care
to about 30,000 Nova Scotians a day, in a variety of settings, across our province; and

Whereas the choosing of today’s date to honour physicians is significant as it
commemorates the birthday of Dr. Emily Stowe, the first female physician in Canada;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly acknowledge
today, May 1%, as Doctors Day, and extend our appreciation to all physicians across Nova
Scotia for their dedication and commitment when it comes to the provision of quality
patient care on a daily basis.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.
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Is it agreed?
It is agreed.
Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.
The honourable member for Cole Harbour-Eastern Passage.
RESOLUTION NO. 1106

MS. BECKY KENT: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Retired Captain Medric “Cous” Cousineau of Eastern Passage was
seriously injured during a helicopter rescue operation of two American fishermen 27 years
ago, which left him with a lifelong struggle with post-traumatic stress disorder, or PTSD,
and today is aided by his canine assistant Thai, a service dog provided by the Canine
Assistance and Rehabilitation Services Program of Concordia, Kansas, the Royal Canadian
Legion Poppy Fund, and the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 164 of Eastern Passage; and

Whereas Medric, whose life has been aided immensely by Thai, hopes to raise
awareness of veterans suffering from mental health issues associated with PTSD by raising
funds for 50 dogs in 50 days for 50 veterans through his “Paws Fur Thought” Long Walk
initiative; and

Whereas Medric’s “Paws Fur Thought” Long Walk from Eastern Passage will
begin in August and continue for 50 days, with stops including Gagetown, Montreal,
Trenton, and Toronto, ending in Ottawa, averaging 21 kilometres per day;

Therefore be it resolved that this Nova Scotia House of Assembly thank Retired
Captain Medric Cousineau for his service, bravery, and advocacy on behalf of all of
Canada’s veterans, and wish him great success in his Long Walk initiative with his faithful
assistant, Thai.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.
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Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.
The honourable member for Bedford-Birch Cove.

RESOLUTION NO. 1107

MS. KELLY REGAN: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas the federal New Democratic Party Leader, Thomas Mulcair, is calling on
the federal government to release archive documents related to the constitutional
negotiation that led to the patriation of Canada’s Constitution in 1982; and

Whereas Mr. Mulcair has criticized the Supreme Court of Canada without
foundation, accusing it of never intending to investigate the allegation of inappropriate
communications between judges and members of the executive branch; and

Whereas this is simply an attempt by separatists in the NDP to foment
anti-federalist feeling in Quebec;

Therefore be it resolved that the members of this House of Assembly condemn the
federal New Democratic Party and its leader Thomas Mulcair for his irresponsible actions,
for attempting to politicize the application of the Access to Information Act, for criticizing
the Supreme Court without foundation, and for playing the game of separatist leaders.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

| hear several Noes.

The notice is tabled.

The honourable member for Glace Bay.
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RESOLUTION NO. 1108

MR. GEOFF MACLELLAN: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day
I shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas the Canadian Business Hall of Fame is a prestigious institution that
recognizes and celebrates the lifetime achievements of Canada’s business leaders; and

Whereas Joseph Shannon, a Cape Breton native, has been chosen for induction in
the Canadian Business Hall of Fame on May 1, 2013, for his business excellence as the
president of Atlantic Corporation and as former president of the Cape Breton Development
Corporation; and

Whereas Joe Shannon exemplifies the ingenuity, determination, generosity, and
leadership that defines the Cape Breton and Nova Scotia business community;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House congratulate Joe for being
inducted into the Canadian Business Hall of Fame, recognizing his professional
achievements and enduring contributions to Cape Breton, Nova Scotia, and Canada.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable member for Halifax Atlantic.

RESOLUTION NO. 1109

MS. MICHELE RAYMOND: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future
day I shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Ralf Pickart of Bald Head, Nova Scotia, launched Nova Scotia Webcams
through his company QVISTO Inc. only four years ago; and

Whereas Nova Scotia Webcams now has 60 high-definition cameras across the
province, from historic Cape Fourchu to Cape Breton’s Highland Links; and
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Whereas novascotiawebcams.com registers 15 million page views per year and
brings 800,000 distinct visitors from more than 180 countries to the virtual shores of Nova
Scotia; and

Whereas Ralf Pickart and his Nova Scotia Webcams company, operating out of
Herring Cove, were recently recognized as the winner of Extreme Group’s inaugural
Extreme Tourism Fund, established to provide strategic and creative communications
services free of charge to a deserving tourism-related organization;

Therefore be it resolved that this House extend congratulations to Ralf Pickart for
his innovative Nova Scotia Webcams, bringing our province closer to people around the
world, and for being the unanimous choice as winner of the inaugural Extreme Tourism
Fund.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable member for Glace Bay.

RESOLUTION NO. 1110

MR. GEOFF MACLELLAN: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day
I shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas workers around the world have fought hard and won labour rights; and

Whereas good jobs, fair wages, and a growing economy is essential for the
well-being of our province; and

Whereas workers around the world are celebrating May Day, or International
Workers’ Day, at rallies and events;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House recognize the contributions
of workers on this occasion of International Workers’ Day.
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Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.
MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.
Is it agreed?
It is agreed.
Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.
The honourable member for Halifax Chebucto.
RESOLUTION NO. 1111

MR. HOWARD EPSTEIN: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas the Honourable Robert Elgie, lawyer and neurosurgeon and former
minister in the Government of the Province of Ontario, died on April 3", aged 84; and

Whereas Robert Elgie, as Minister of Labour, brought in legislation to amend the
Ontario Human Rights Code to protect persons with disabilities from discrimination, thus
setting a model for the rest of the nation; and

Whereas Robert Elgie subsequently became founding director of the Health Law
Institute at Dalhousie University Law School and was also chairman of the Workers’

Compensation Board;

Therefore be it resolved that this House note the passing of Dr. Robert Elgie and
offer its condolences to his family.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.
