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HALIFAX, WEDNESDAY, MAY 16, 2012
Sixty-first General Assembly
Fourth Session
2:00 P.M.

SPEAKER
Hon. Gordon Gosse
DEPUTY SPEAKERS

Ms. Becky Kent, Mr. Leo Glavine, Mr. Alfie MacLeod

MADAM SPEAKER: Order, please. We’ll now commence with the daily routine.
PRESENTING AND READING PETITIONS

PRESENTING REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

TABLING REPORTS, REGULATIONS AND OTHER PAPERS
STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS

GOVERNMENT NOTICES OF MOTION

2301
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INTRODUCTION OF BILLS
NOTICES OF MOTION

MADAM SPEAKER: The honourable Leader of the Progressive Conservative
Party.

RESOLUTION NO. 1275

HON. JAMIE BAILLIE: Madam Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day
I shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas a petition is the most direct form of democracy, where Nova Scotians can
tell elected representatives about their opinions on individual issues; and

Whereas Nova Scotians are increasingly using the Internet to do business and to
communicate with others; and

Whereas an on-line petition asking this Legislature to deny Nova Scotia Power’s
application for rate increases has been signed by over 26,000 people;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House urge the government to
modernize the rules governing petitions, to allow on-line petitions to be tabled, starting
with the 26,000-signature petition calling for action on power rates.

Madam Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MADAM SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

| hear several Noes.

The notice is tabled.

The honourable Minister of Economic and Rural Development and Tourism.

RESOLUTION NO. 1276

HON. PERCY PARIS: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day I shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas the Grand Day for Cobequid will be held on June 23, 2012, on Grand Lake
in Wellington, to raise funds for the Cobequid Community Health Centre Foundation; and
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Whereas over the past two years this event has raised $142,000 for community
health care, enabling the purchase of two EKG units and expanding cardiac care services at
the centre; and

Whereas the Grand Day for Cobequid brings friends, families and co-workers
together on the water, to canoe or kayak in support of health care in the community;

Therefore be it resolved that the House of Assembly extend best wishes and
congratulations to the Cobequid Community Health Centre Foundation on their
fundraising event being held this summer in Wellington.

Madam Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MADAM SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Education.

RESOLUTION NO. 1277

HON. RAMONA JENNEX: Madam Speaker, I hereby give notice that on a future
day I shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Michelin North America’s Waterville plant celebrated the 30"
Anniversary of the first tire that was produced on March 29, 1982, on March 29, 2012; and

Whereas the Waterville plant produces one million truck tires annually and also
recently celebrated the production of its 30 millionth truck tire; and

Whereas Michelin North America’s three Nova Scotia plants - Waterville, Granton
and Bridgewater - have produced 200 million tires since it first began producing tires in
Nova Scotia 35 years ago;

Therefore be it resolved that this House of Assembly congratulate Michelin’s
Waterville plant for reaching these milestones in the history of the plant.

Madam Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.
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MADAM SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Communities, Culture and Heritage.
RESOLUTION NO. 1278

HON. DAVID WILSON: Madam Speaker, on behalf of the Speaker, | hereby give

notice that on a future day | shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Holy Ghost Ukrainian Catholic Church, located in Whitney Pier, has been

a vital part of Sydney and area since 1912; and

Whereas Holy Ghost Ukrainian Catholic Church has enriched the lives of not only

the Ukrainian people it serves, but all members of the local community; and

Whereas the 100" Anniversary celebrations will take place from August 2-5, 2012,

in Sydney, Nova Scotia;

Therefore be it resolved that the members of this House congratulate Holy Ghost

Ukrainian Catholic Church on their 100" year of dedicated service to the community and
extend their best wishes for continued success.

Madam Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.
MADAM SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Natural Resources.
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RESOLUTION NO. 1279

HON. CHARLIE PARKER: Madam Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future
day I shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas on Friday, April 13", Susan MacConnell of Scotsburn, Pictou County,
was chosen by CBC Live Right Now as their Inspiration of the Day; and

Whereas Susan MacConnell takes the Live Right Now Challenge to heart and
makes an extra effort to lead a balanced life, juggling duties of mother, wife, volunteer,
friend and employee, while trying to add physical activity to her family’s life; and

Whereas Susan MacConnell has been an inspiration to her family, friends and
co-workers by encouraging them to make small changes to lead healthier lives, such as
walking breaks at work, leading by example as she has made her healthy challenges -
habits that are here to stay;

Therefore be it resolved that the Nova Scotia Legislature congratulate Susan
MacConnell of Scotsburn, Pictou County, for being chosen CBC’s Live Right Now
Inspiration of the Day, and wish her continued health and happiness.

Madam Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MADAM SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable member for Halifax Citadel-Sable Island.

RESOLUTION NO. 1280

MR. LEONARD PREYRA: Madam Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future
day I shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas | Love Local (HFX) is a group of community-minded, independent
businesses that are committed to supporting and strengthening our community and making
Halifax an exciting and vibrant place in which to live; and
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Whereas Open Halifax was a two-day initiative led by Gordon Stevens and | Love
Local (HFX), which encouraged Haligonians to explore their city with free admission at
galleries and museums, specials at local shops and restaurants, and free, family-friendly
cultural demonstrations; and

Whereas on May 12-13, 2012, more than 80 restaurants, shops, galleries, and
museums participated in the inaugural Open Halifax weekend, drawing thousands of
people and earning real-time national attention through the sharing of experiences on
social media;

Therefore be it resolved that this House of Assembly recognize the contributions of
local businesses to the vitality of our communities, and congratulate Gordon Stevens and
all of this year’s Open Halifax participants on an extraordinarily successful event.

Madam Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MADAM SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable member for Truro-Bible Hill.

RESOLUTION NO. 1281

MS. LENORE ZANN: Madam Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Stan Gabriel, now in his 80s, has been an active member of the harness
racing community for more than 50 years; and

Whereas Mr. Gabriel has both raced and trained many horses, first at Sackville
Downs and then at the Truro Raceway; and

Whereas the Truro Harness Horse Owners Association recently recognized Stan
Gabriel’s contributions to harness racing by bestowing on him the Senior Horseman
Award;
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Therefore be it resolved that the Nova Scotia Legislature congratulate Stan Gabriel
for being the recipient of the Senior Horseman Award and thank him for his many
contributions to the harness racing industry.

Madam Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MADAM SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable member for Hammonds Plains-Upper Sackville.

RESOLUTION NO. 1282

MR. MAT WHYNOTT: Madam Speaker, on behalf of the member for Cole
Harbour-Eastern Passage, | hereby give notice that on a future day | shall move the
adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Brooklin Craig, a Grade 6 student in Cole Harbour, didn’t like celebrating
Mother’s Day and Father’s Day at school because she knows a lot of kids who don’t have

moms and dads; and

Whereas Brooklin, with the support of her two moms, wrote to the administrators at
her school, Astral Drive Elementary School, asking for a family day celebration; and

Whereas on May 7", Astral Drive Elementary School kicked off its first Family
Diversity Week, which was a week-long celebration of many kinds of families such as
foster and adoptive families, those headed by gay and lesbian couples, single parents,
grandparents and others;

Therefore be it resolved that this House of Assembly commend Brooklin Craig on
the instrumental steps she took to develop the first Astral Drive Elementary School

Diversity Week, which celebrated the many different kinds of families who live in our
Nova Scotia communities.

Madam Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MADAM SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.
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Is it agreed?
It is agreed.
Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.
The honourable member for Queens.
RESOLUTION NO. 1283

MS. VICKI CONRAD: Madam Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas the Liverpool 545 Royal Canadian Air Cadet Squadron Command has
been transferred to Captain Brian Oickle of Liverpool, Queens County; and

Whereas Captain Oickle’s history with the cadets stretches back to the 1970s when
he was an air cadet; and

Whereas Captain Oickle has been with the 545 Royal Canadian Air Cadet
Squadron as a civilian instructor, supply officer and training officer;

Therefore be it resolved that the House of Assembly congratulate Captain Brian
Oickle on having been installed as the new commanding officer of the Liverpool 545 Royal
Canadian Air Cadet Squadron.

Madam Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MADAM SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

Before | recognize the next member, | would like to remind members from all sides
that the chatter in the Legislature today is very high and it is particularly difficult to hear. It

is happening all around and | would ask that you keep your chatter a little lower or take it
out of the room.
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The honourable member for Pictou East.
RESOLUTION NO. 1284

MR. CLARRIE MACKINNON: Madam Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a
future day | shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas the Lismore Seafood Plant opened on May 1% for seafood production in a
once idle processing facility in Lismore; and

Whereas the new owner Frank de Waard of Aguashell Holdings of Wallace, Nova
Scotia, and plant manager George Wright have made extensive renovations at the Lismore
plant to have it ready for the 2012 lobster season; and

Whereas the Lismore Seafood Plant has created up to 50 new full-time jobs
processing lobster and other fish species;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of the Nova Scotia House of Assembly
congratulate Frank de Waard and George Wright for opening the Lismore Seafood Plant in
Lismore and wish them much success in the seafood business.

Madam Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MADAM SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable member for Lunenburg West.

RESOLUTION NO. 1285

MR. GARY RAMEY: Madam Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Mr. Bruce Lipsett is a well-known businessman in Bridgewater, Nova
Scotia, who is the owner of Bridgewater Insurance and a valuable member of the volunteer
community; and
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Whereas Mr. Lipsett has contributed greatly to the success of many projects in the
area serving on the board of The United Way, serving as a board member on the
Lunenburg/Queens Development Association, being recognized as a lifetime member of
the Kinsmen Club, serving as an auxiliary member of the RCMP for 17 years and
providing significant financial support to the Lunenburg County Lifestyle Centre; and

Whereas Mr. Lipsett is enjoying life even more these days having turned over some
of his business responsibilities to his very capable son Darren Lipsett, although he still
continues to work hard as a volunteer and a strong community supporter;

Therefore be it resolved that members of this House thank Mr. Bruce Lipsett for his
many years of volunteer service to his community, and wish him health and happiness in
the years that lie ahead.

Madam Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MADAM SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable member for Kings North.

RESOLUTION NO. 1286

MR. JIM MORTON: Madam Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas the Kings Regional Rehabilitation Centre in Waterville has for 50 years
been a supportive living and learning facility serving over 200 adults and youth who live
with physical and mental health challenges; and

Whereas the staff of KRRC provide quality care and encourage family support
through various programs designed to respond to cognitive challenges, autism, chronic
mental illness, dementia, acquired brain injury, behavioural issues and physical
disabilities; and

Whereas the clients and staff and volunteers of the Kings Regional Rehabilitation
Centre also participated in a variety of events and activities in support of the community
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and people with disabilities, including the Tools For Life Expo, the Special Olympics
Torch Run, VON’s Meals on Wheels program and the Apple Tree Foundation’s Charity
Golf Tournament;

Therefore be it resolved that this House of Assembly recognize Kings Regional
Rehabilitation Centre for the excellence of its staff and programs and congratulate them on
celebrating its 50™ Anniversary of service for those who live with mental health issues and
other disabilities, their families and to the community.

Madam Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MADAM SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable member for Lunenburg.

RESOLUTION NO. 1287

MS. PAM BIRDSALL: Madam Speaker, I hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Carl Hall of New Germany, opening the Dairy Cone in 1997, decided he
would run a family restaurant so he convinced his son Shawn and his daughter-in-law June
to move to New Germany; and

Whereas Carl Hall and his family opened Guppies Family Restaurant on August
14, 2000 with a strong commitment to his community by offering fundraising opportunities
for non-profit organizations and regularly contributing his time and skills to help out
people with church and community suppers; and

Whereas Carl Hall decided to retire after 11 and a half years of successful business
in New Germany and sold Guppies Family Restaurant in February of this year;

Therefore be it resolved that this House of Assembly congratulate Carl Hall on his
successful Guppies Family Restaurant, recognize his strong commitment to the community
and wish him success in his retirement.
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Madam Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MADAM SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.
Is it agreed?
It is agreed.
Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.
The honourable member for Guysborough-Sheet Harbour.
RESOLUTION NO. 1288

MR. JIM BOUDREAU: Madam Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day
I shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas St. Andrew’s Anglican Church, the first church built in Mulgrave, will
celebrate its 110™ Anniversary on May 20, 2012; and

Whereas St. Andrew’s Anglican Church has been an important spiritual,
educational and social community gathering place in the Town of Mulgrave for more than
a century; and

Whereas the congregation will highlight this historic occasion with community
celebrations which will be held from May 18" to 20", 2012;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratulate
St. Andrew’s Anglican Church, the ministers and the entire congregation on their 110"
Anniversary and extend our very best wishes as they celebrate this historic milestone.

Madam Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MADAM SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.
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The honourable member for Colchester-Musquodoboit Valley.
RESOLUTION NO. 1289

MR. GARY BURRILL: Madam Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas the softball team, the Valley Royals, based in Pleasant Valley,
Musquodoboit, won both first place in the regular season and the championship game of
the playoffs in the Sheet Harbour Women’s League in the 2011 season; and

Whereas the Sheet Harbour Women’s League, with its defining rule that no more
than three players under 19 may take the field at one time and its minimum age of 14, offers
a high calibre of intergenerational softball in the area of the Musquodoboit Valley and the
Eastern Shore; and

Whereas the 2011 Valley Royals consisted of Shelby Cole, Angie Cox, Crystal
Deale, Alana Harnish, Sarah Harish, Julie Higgins, Karen Hutchinson, Lenaya Lemmon,
Laura Leslie, Janette Mclinnis, Krista Oickle, Nikki Oickle, Sarah Redden, Heather Smith
and Shayna Smith with coaches Darrell Harnish and Troy Smith;

Therefore be it resolved that this Nova Scotia House of Assembly congratulate the
Valley Royals for their victorious 2011 season and wish the team an exciting summer on
the Pleasant Valley field.

Madam Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MADAM SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Economic and Rural Development and Tourism.

RESOLUTION NO. 1290

HON. PERCY PARIS: Madam Speaker, I hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:
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Whereas Rooftight Construction, based in Fall River, is the recipient of the
prestigious 2011 Nova Scotia Home Builders’ Association Builder of the Year Award,
which recognizes excellence in residential home construction; and

Whereas Rooftight was also awarded the Marketing Excellence Award for their
radio campaign focused on the design of homes from a woman's perspective;

Whereas Rooftight has been in the residential construction business for 16 years
and has been generous in giving back to their community by sponsoring various sports
organizations and events;

Therefore be it resolved that the House of Assembly extend congratulations to
Rooftight Construction on receiving the 2011 Nova Scotia Home Builders’ Association
Builder of the Year Award and wish them continued success.

Madam Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MADAM SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable member for Halifax Citadel-Sable Island.

RESOLUTION NO. 1291

MR. LEONARD PREYRA: Madam Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future
day I shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas the Local Council of Women of Halifax was established in 1894, playing
a vital role in securing social and political reforms, including those that encouraged and
enabled women to participate more meaningfully and fully in public life; and

Whereas George Wright was a prominent Nova Scotian businessman and
philanthropist who perished in the sinking of the RMS Titanic, bequeathing to the local
Council of Women his home at 989 Young Avenue, now also known as the Council House;
and
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Whereas on April 15, 2012, the local Council of Women welcomed community
members and descendants of George Wright to a commemorative reception in honour of
their benefactor and in celebration of 100 years in George Wright's house;

Therefore be it resolved that this House of Assembly recognize the local Council of
Women for its many path-breaking contributions to our community and extend
congratulations on their 100" year in the George Wright house.

Madam Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MADAM SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable member for Truro-Bible Hill.

RESOLUTION NO. 1292

MS. LENORE ZANN: Madam Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Dr. Bernie MacDonald is retiring from his 18-year position as
co-president and vice-president of the Nova Scotia Agricultural College (NSAC) and has
just finished addressing the 107" convocation ceremony in Truro and Bible Hill; and

Whereas Dr. MacDonald has worked for approximately 40 years in education,
having taught for 19 years at the former Nova Scotia Teachers College, and started his
vice-presidency at the NSAC in 1994 and was named co-president in 2007; and

Whereas Dr. MacDonald has worked as a consultant on adult education, curriculum
development, and teacher certification, has extensive experience in the delivery of
post-secondary education, and was a key partner in the development of several projects at
the NSAC including a state-of-the-art poultry centre;

Therefore be it resolved that the Nova Scotia Legislature congratulate Dr. Bernie
MacDonald on his retirement from the Nova Scotia Agricultural College and thank him for
his many years of hard work and dedication to education in our province.



2316

ASSEMBLY DEBATES WED., MAY 16, 2012

Madam Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.
MADAM SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.
Is it agreed?
It is agreed.
Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.
The honourable member for Queens.
RESOLUTION NO. 1293

MS. VICKI CONRAD: Madam Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |

shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas the 545 Liverpool Royal Canadian Air Cadet Squadron is one of the finest

organizations in Canada involving youths between the ages of 12 and 19; and

Whereas the 545 Liverpool Royal Canadian Air Cadet Squadron will celebrate

their 60" Anniversary at their Annual Ceremonial Review; and

Whereas the program provides cadets with core values of community, citizenship,

discipline, and leadership skills, while providing cadets with a sense of accomplishment;

Therefore be it resolved that the House of Assembly congratulate Liverpool 545

Royal Canadian Air Cadets on their 60" Anniversary.

Madam Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.
MADAM SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.

The honourable member for Pictou East.
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RESOLUTION NO. 1294

MR. CLARRIE MACKINNON: Madam Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a
future day | shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas the 38" Annual Provincial Volunteer Awards Ceremony was held in
Halifax on April 2, 2012 with over 70 awards being presented to outstanding Nova Scotian
volunteers; and

Whereas Don Butler of Ardness, Pictou County was honoured with a Provincial
Volunteer Award on behalf of the Municipality of the District of Pictou to honour him for
his many volunteer contributions; and

Whereas this Provincial Volunteer Award is an acknowledgement of Don Butler’s
extensive history of volunteer service to his community, church, county and province;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of the Nova Scotia House of Assembly
congratulate Don Butler on his Provincial Volunteer Award and thank him for his many
years of volunteer service to his community and to his province.

Madam Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MADAM SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable member for Kings North.

RESOLUTION NO. 1295

MR. JIM MORTON: Madam Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Lavinia Parrish-Zwicker has been a dedicated member of the Annapolis
Valley Regional School Board for 16 years, serving as board chair since 2006; and

Whereas Ms. Parrish-Zwicker approaches her work on the board with a passion for
excellence and abiding respect for students, their families, teachers and staff; and
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Whereas Ms. Parrish-Zwicker has been named 2012 School Board Member of the
Year by the Nova Scotia School Boards Association;

Therefore be it resolved that members of the Nova Scotia House of Assembly
congratulate Lavinia Parrish-Zwicker on being named School Board Member of the Year
by the Nova Scotia School Boards Association and thank her for her exemplary service to
education and the Province of Nova Scotia.

Madam Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MADAM SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Is it agreed?

It is agreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

ORDERS OF THE DAY

ORAL QUESTIONS PUT BY MEMBERS

MADAM SPEAKER: Question Period will begin at 2:34 p.m. and end at 4:04 p.m.

The honourable Leader of the Official Opposition.

PREM. - NSP: RATE INCREASES - HEARINGS ATTEND

HON. STEPHEN MCNEIL: Madam Speaker, my question is for the Premier. Will
the Premier appear in person before the proposed rate increase by Nova Scotia Power and
oppose this increase?

HON. DARRELL DEXTER (The Premier): Madam Speaker, of course, the
government has appropriate representatives who appear before the Utility and Review
Board for the purposes of examining the rate filing and to ensure that they apply the
appropriate expertise to that examination. We support, of course, financially and fund the
consumer advocate. This was something that came about, in fact, as a result of the work
that we did in Opposition. So all the tools will be used to make sure that the rate filing is

properly reviewed.

MR. MCNEIL: Madam Speaker, what Nova Scotians are looking for is for the
Premier to stand up to Nova Scotia Power. The venue for the Premier to do that would be
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the URB - to show up and let everyone know that he would be opposed to the rate increase
in 2013, 2014 and 2015. I can’t understand why the Premier would not be opposed to the
rate increases.

So will the Premier tell all members of this House whether or not he supports the
rate increase that Nova Scotia Power is looking for, or is he going to stand with Nova
Scotians?

THE PREMIER: Madam Speaker, we always stand with Nova Scotians. We did
that when we delivered more than $100 million in savings to Nova Scotians last year
through a rebate on their home energy. We did that when we provided more than $11
million worth of relief to people through the Heating Assistance Rebate Program. We did
that when we ensured there was more than $100 million in savings through conservation
through Efficiency Nova Scotia. This is the government that stands up for Nova Scotians.

MR. MCNEIL: Madam Speaker, that $100 million figure is a real popular one. It’s
the one that Emera or Nova Scotia Power take out of the pockets of Nova Scotians with the
blessing of this government each and every year, investing hundreds of millions of dollars
somewhere else and not here. What the people of Nova Scotia are looking for from their
government, is for the Premier to stand up and protect the interests of Nova Scotia
ratepayers and not Nova Scotia Power shareholders.

Madam Speaker, shortly after coming into power it was this government and this
Premier that added an NDP tax on every power bill across the Province of Nova Scotia. We
believe that it is the shareholders of Nova Scotia Power who should be paying that tax and
not the ratepayers. Will the Premier of Nova Scotia do the right thing, as he said he would
do before the last election, and force Nova Scotia Power shareholders to pay his NDP
electricity tax?

THE PREMIER: Madam Speaker, as I’ve said many times before, there is no tax
that we have put on this. In fact, we took the tax off, we took the HST off. So why won’t the
Leader of the Official Opposition stand up and say that he would not put the HST back on
electricity?

MADAM SPEAKER: The honourable Leader of the Progressive Conservative
Party.

PREM. - NSP RATE INCREASES:
PREM./GOV’T. - AWARENESS TIME FRAME

HON. JAMIE BAILLIE: Madam Speaker, my question is for the Premier. All
Nova Scotians were shocked and angered when Nova Scotia Power planned to raise their
power rates by 6 per cent over two years. That is an increase beyond the ability of Nova
Scotians to pay and will cost Nova Scotians further job losses. My question is, when did the
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Premier or anyone in his government - including staff - learn that Nova Scotia Power was
planning such an increase?

THE PREMIER: Madam Speaker, what | can say is this. The Government of Nova
Scotia was left with a utility that was privatized. It was privatized by the Progressive
Conservatives and when they did that, I want to remind Nova Scotians that a former
president of the Progressive Conservative Party was made the president of Nova Scotia
Power. He was examined, at the time, before the Public Accounts Committee, and | want to
read just a short passage about the privatization efforts that the Progressive Conservatives
made at the time.

He was asked, Madam Speaker, if they had done a study to show the benefits of
privatization to the people of Nova Scotia and this is what he said:

“A private sector company does things on an economic basis. It also has a
mandate in the sense that we have to have a good corporate system but no, |
did not engage and I did not do and | am not going to either, engage in a
major study on how we are going to be more effective. It is just a
philosophy, just an approach to things that | believe in which | think
works.”

MR. BAILLIE: Madam Speaker, the only thing that needs to be privatized today is
Question Period because then maybe we’ll get a truthful answer to a simple question like,
when did you know that the power rates were going to go up? That would be very helpful
and so | will ask the Premier again.

Nova Scotians are faced with a two-year increase in their power rates, 6 per cent
over two years. Awfully convenient - it’s the first time they’ve asked for a two-year
increase. Did the Premier, or anyone in his government, or anyone on his staff, talk to Nova
Scotia Power about providing a two-year increase, which conveniently puts the next time
after the next election?

THE PREMIER: Madam Speaker, the reason why we have a privatized utility is
because the members of the Progressive Conservative Party decided that on the basis of
philosophy. They didn’t need any studies. They didn’t need to talk to anybody about it.
They didn’t need to see whether or not the people of Nova Scotia would benefit. If there is
one thing that the Leader of the Progressive Conservative Party can do the next time he
stands up, it is to apologize to the people of Nova Scotia. (Applause)

MR. BAILLIE: Madam Speaker, the problem is not the separation of the power
company from the government 20 years ago, the problem is the cozy relationship. The fact
that that Premier is in bed with Nova Scotia Power today, that is the problem with our
power rates. To point back 20 years or more, shows how cozy that relationship today is.
That is the problem that Nova Scotians have today. They are so close that now we know
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they are even commuting to work together on the corporate jet. That is what is offensive to
Nova Scotians. That is what they deserve an apology for, not something that happened in
the 1990's.

Madam Speaker, my final question for the Premier, my last hope in this round that
we might get a straightforward answer about something that can be done today about the
rising cost of power: will the Premier finally stand up for Nova Scotians and tell his cozy
commuting friends no, to this power increase?

THE PREMIER: Well, Madam Speaker, | heard the Leader of the Official
Opposition last night saying | was too cozy with big business. Now apparently the Leader
of the Progressive Conservative Party believes | am too cozy with big business, which |
have to say is a refreshing change since for the last three weeks they were saying | was too
cozy with unions.

Mr. Speaker, what | can tell the people of Nova Scotia is simply this: we would not
abuse their trust the way that those Parties have done in the past. The Leader of the
Progressive Conservative Party was the Chief of Staff to the Premier when they decided to
do a tax cut and send $155 cheques out to all Nova Scotians, an episode we haven't
forgotten and neither have they.

MADAM SPEAKER: The honourable Leader of the Official Opposition,
PREM. - NSP: EQUITY RETURN - REDUCTION DEMAND

HON. STEPHEN MCNEIL: Nova Scotia Power keeps coming back to the people
of this province and they show no signs of slowing down. What the people want is a
Premier and a government to stand up for them and to stand up to Nova Scotia Power, but
the Premier would rather defend Nova Scotia Power than stand up against them.

The company has a return on an equity, Madam Speaker, that is unacceptable, so
my question to the Premier is, will the Premier come to the hearing in September and
demand that the rate of return be reduced?

THE PREMIER: Well, Mr. Speaker, | know that the Leader of the Official
Opposition would like to prey on people's ignorance but he knows and | know that they
don't have a fixed rate of return. If they make 1 per cent, they get 1 per cent. It's not fixed in
the manner in which he says.

Mr. Speaker, what I will say is this. Here we control what it is that we can do with
respect to power rates and what we did was we took every single cent of Nova Scotia tax
off electricity, something they oppose and something they would reverse if they have the
opportunity.
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MR. MCNEIL: Madam Speaker, not only would we not reverse the HST cut on
electricity bills, we would take off the NDP electricity tax and put it squarely on the backs
of the shareholders. So now that it's been cleared (Interruptions)

MADAM SPEAKER: Order, please. The honourable Leader of the Official
Opposition has the floor.

MR. MCNEIL: Madam Speaker, now that it's clear the only tax on electricity bills
that the Province of Nova Scotia can control is the NDP electricity tax, when is the Premier
going to stand up and take his own tax off power bills and put it back where it belongs, on
the shareholders of Nova Scotia Power?

THE PREMIER: Madam Speaker, the Leader of the Official Opposition deals with
what he thinks is a tax. Of course it’s a demand-side management plan that returned $100
million worth of benefits to the people of Nova Scotia.

MR. MCNEIL: Madam Speaker, it helps return $124 million to the pockets of
shareholders of Emera is what it does. The Premier wants to stand up for Nova Scotians
and it’s time he takes his NDP electricity tax off of every power bill that he has added it to
and force Nova Scotia Power shareholders to pay for his bad decision. So will the Premier
do the right thing and force Nova Scotia Power to pay his tax instead of asking Nova
Scotians to do it?

THE PREMIER: Madam Speaker, there is, of course, no tax on electricity and the
reason why there is no tax on electricity is because the members of this caucus voted to
take it off and members of that caucus voted to keep it on.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Leader of the Official Opposition.
HEALTH & WELLNESS: MENTAL HEALTH STRATEGY - GAPS EXPLAIN

HON. STEPHEN MCNEIL: Today government revealed its much-anticipated
Mental Health and Addictions Strategy. Two years in the making, today’s unveiling told us
nothing new that wasn’t already known and should have been implemented two years ago.
While the strategy identifies the importance of early intervention, Madam Speaker - there
IS no question early intervention is important - there is no mention made as to how
government will address gaps to support geriatric mental health programs, no mention of
support for university students, no mention for any programs to support women in
domestic violence situations and the impact this has on their overall mental health. So my
question to the Premier is, can the Premier please explain why the strategy failed to address
these gaps?

THE PREMIER: Madam Speaker, the fact of the matter is the Mental Health and
Addictions Strategy was released this morning. Not only was it released, it received wide
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praise from mental health professionals right across the spectrum, but I will refer the
question to the Minister of Health and Wellness for a fuller explanation to the Leader of the
Opposition.

HON. MAUREEN MACDONALD: Madam Speaker, | thank the member for the
question. I'm so pleased to be able to stand here and talk about the $5.2 million in
investment we’re making to improve the mental health system in Nova Scotia.

This strategy has 33 actions, Madam Speaker, and it will result in a better response
for people who are dealing with mental health and addictions services from one end of this
province to the other. | want to thank all of those many, many people who were involved in
developing this Mental Health and Addictions Strategy, their work is very much
appreciated and their hard efforts have not gone unnoticed by this government.

MR. MCNEIL: Madam Speaker, as we all know, a strategy is not worth the paper it
IS written on unless resources are in place to fully implement it. While the Premier and this
government brought forward a budget that ensured the administration of the Department of
Health and Wellness grew by 3.8 per cent, the funding committed to mental health and
addictions-based funding grew by 3 per cent.

Madam Speaker, they found $300 million for Irving, they found $50 million for
Bowater but they found $5.2 million for mental health. So my question to the Premier is,
why is funding for mental health and addictions not a priority for your government?

THE PREMIER: The simple fact of the matter is that we have cut the costs of
administration in Health and Wellness significantly. When we came to power the
administrative costs associated with the health care system ran not only higher than the
national average but among the highest in the country; it is now below the national average.
The money committed to the Mental Health and Addictions Strategy is the single largest
commitment to mental health in our province’s history.

MR. MCNEIL: Madam Speaker, regardless, if the Premier would read his own
budget he would see an increase in administration in the Department of Health and
Wellness. There is not a professional in the mental health system, there is not a family
desperately waiting for mental health assessments and there’s not a family physician in this
province who doesn’t get frustrated with the wait times associated with assessments. The
key, however, is ensuring that the programs are available to treat the diagnosis after the
diagnosis has been made. My final question to the Premier is, why does the strategy focus
only on assessment wait times while failing to address the very necessary treatment wait
times?

THE PREMIER: Well, I'm not sure whether or not the Leader of the Official
Opposition actually read the strategy, but what it does, in fact, is do exactly that. It looks to
ensure that people get the kinds of services that they need. There has been a program in
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place in this province for some time called the Strongest Families program, which helps
parents dealing with children who have difficulties. It was run out of the IWK for the last
little while just within the Halifax area.

When the Nunn Commission report came down, the Cape Breton District Health
Authority went to the Strongest Families program and said this is the kind of help that we
need. They put money into the program. That was expanded into Cape Breton and now,
due to the work of the Minister of Health and Wellness and the Department of Health and
Wellness, that program will now deliver that service throughout the Province of Nova
Scotia.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Leader of the Progressive Conservative Party.
PREM. - HEALTH CARE STRIKE: SERVICES - PROTECTION PLAN

HON. JAMIE BAILLIE: Madam Speaker, my question is to the Premier. There are
50 collective agreements up this year in our health sector, starting with 6,500 nurses who
begin collective bargaining in just a few weeks. The president of the Nova Scotia Nurses’
Union has already said that we’re likely headed for a strike, and I will table that for the
benefit of the House. My question to the Premiers is, will he bring a plan to this House
before the end of this session to keep important health services open and available for
patients who need them in the event of an impasse in future contract negotiations?

THE PREMIER: Madam Speaker, thank you to the member opposite for the
question. | would remind the House that this is the Party that introduced legislation that
would create chaos in the health care bargaining sector. (Interruptions) That was just now,
that was in this session that they introduced legislation which would essentially create
chaos. I want to share with the members opposite, this is an editorial from The
ChronicleHerald on September 14, 2007, and this is what it says: “But the evidence shows
that in jurisdictions where binding arbitration is mandatory, or where health-care workers
are subject to essential services legislation, frustrations eventually mount and illegal strikes
become more frequent and nasty. Patient safety is in far greater jeopardy then.”

MR. BAILLIE: Madam Speaker, Capital Health has an essential services plan yet
they still had 500 cancelled surgeries and over 2,000 important medical procedures that
were postponed, that is Capital Health. In other health authorities such as the Cape Breton
District Health Authority there is no such protection for patients in the event of a work
stoppage. | will quote recently from the just-retired CEO of Capital Health, Mr. John
Malcom who says that ““. . . Capital Health has a provision in the agreement with the Nova
Scotia Government and General Employees Union to provide essential services.” Cape
Breton District Health Authority has no such provision, and | will table that for the benefit
of the House.
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Right now, in 2012, the Premier has a choice to make: will he protect patients and
taxpayers or not? | will ask the Premier, why is he willing to let thousands of Nova Scotians
go without important medical services over the dollars and cents of a contract negotiation?

THE PREMIER: Madam Speaker, | suppose we could do what the Progressive
Conservatives did: they just opened the chequebook, wrote the cheque, and didn’t care
about the future of the province or what the burden that other governments were going to
have to shoulder when they came into government. But we don’t operate that way; in fact,
what we are doing is we are engaging in a collective bargaining process. We are treating
the excellent nurses and health care workers that we have, fairly. That is the best way to
protect patient safety.

MR. BAILLIE: Madam Speaker, the Premier’s history lessons about actions taken
in the past are very interesting because they are such a sharp contrast to the “do nothing”
approach, to the “stand by and let it happen” approach that he takes when it comes to
interruptions, whether they’re strikes or lockouts, or otherwise, in our important health
Services.

The most recent example, Local 42 at Capital Health, ended in arbitration and yet
still there were 500 surgeries cancelled and over 2,000 important medical procedures
postponed. The Premier could have resolved that one through some form of arbitration
then, but he didn’t, he let it go right to the end and we still ended up with arbitration where
Nova Scotians will find out later how much they have to pay. The only ones that got locked
out were the patients who needed important surgeries at that time, and of course the
taxpayers, who are eventually going to have to foot the bill. My question to the Premier is,
why has the Premier abandoned the patients and the taxpayers that he was elected to look
after?

THE PREMIER: Madam Speaker, that is exactly what we’re doing: we’re looking
after the safety of patients; we’re protecting the interests of taxpayers. We’re not going to
do what the Leader of the Progressive Conservative Party would do, which is implement
mandatory - let me stress that: mandatory - arbitration that would lead to health care chaos
and that would only bring in the illegal strikes that would cause massive disruption in our
system. That would be a mistake.

MADAM SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings West.

HEALTH & WELLNESS - IWK ACT PROG.:
CUTBACK - APPROPRIATENESS CONFIRM

MR. LEO GLAVINE: Madam Speaker, less than two months ago the Minister of
Health and Wellness defended the IWK’s so-called realignment of mental health services
as the right thing to do. | will table that article.
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Fast-forward two months later, and here are the facts: we have 12 children and
youth currently in the program, for an occupancy rate of 100 per cent; 17 waiting for
admission to the program; six waiting for pre-admission; and six who recently received
assessments have also been added to that wait list, for a grand total of 29. This is in addition
to the eight to 12 children and youth per month calling to access the program. My question
to the Minister of Health and Wellness is, given it has only been two short months and wait
lists continue to grow, was cutting back on the IWK ACT program still the right thing to
do?

HON. MAUREEN MACDONALD: Madam Speaker, | know that members of that
caucus are very disappointed that this government has decided to invest $5.2 million into a
mental health strategy that will improve mental health services across the system. I'm
disappointed that they can find nothing positive to say about the hard work that went into
developing the mental health strategy.

We have examined best practices for mental health and addiction services around
the world. The priorities that we have identified - early intervention and services such as
the service that the IWK is providing are services that will make a significant difference in
the lives of children and adolescents in this province. | am very proud of the work that has
been done and the work that we will continue to do to unroll the strategy and see it have the
impact that we desire.

MR. GLAVINE: Madam Speaker, I don’t think we’re dismissive at all of the
advisory committee and the work they did. Unfortunately, the wait-time litany doesn’t end
there. The IWK ACT program is no longer doing any pre-admissions due to the fact that
those coming into the program now will have to wait until Fall or winter of 2013 before
they will be able to start treatment.

The Mental Health and Addictions Strategy, now less than six hours old, speaks to
early interventions for both assessments and treatment, so when children are being
assessed and sent to the program, they wait. You have done nothing, minister, but move
these children from one wait list to another. For the minister to endorse this and play an
active role in the underfunding that caused these changes, she should indeed be ashamed.
My question to the minister is, how does waiting at least a year and a half for treatment
benefit children and youth who so badly need it now?

MS. MAUREEN MACDONALD: Madam Speaker, the strategy announced today
will see every child 18 months of age screened to pick up any delays and any problems and
to do early identification. It will see clinicians added into the SchoolsPlus system across
this province. It will add additional services throughout the province for addictions
programs where they are sorely needed. It will see the support line for families that has
been so effective in Cape Breton and in metro Halifax extended to the entire province.
What this strategy does is divert people from the hospital system and provides the
community-based services in communities where they should have been provided 20 years
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ago or 15 years ago, when that Party was in power and they cut the guts out of the mental
health system in Nova Scotia. (Applause)

MADAM SPEAKER: Order, please. | would ask the honourable minister to retract
the use of the word “guts.” It’s unparliamentary.

MS. MAUREEN MACDONALD: Yes, Madam Speaker, when they cut the heart
and soul out of the mental health system.

MADAM SPEAKER: Thank you.
The honourable member for Kings West on his final supplementary.

MR. GLAVINE: This minister knows that across Nova Scotia, except for Capital
Health, we do not have the resources to deliver community-based programs. That’s the
simple reality, and coming out of a mental health background, the minister should have
started three years ago.

Madam Speaker, I feel like it’s Groundhog Day around here. If this minister was in
Opposition, she would be screaming from the rooftops about the injustice. Yet now, when
access is being denied, she becomes a chief apologist for a DHA that had no choice but to
fund the minister’s desire for faster assessments by cutting back on treatment. The minister
can ignore the facts. She can continue to deny much-needed treatment to children and
youth. All I ask is that she do so having the best possible evidence at her disposal. We’ve
asked for it. She has not provided that.

Will the minister commit to meeting with the IWK ACT staff and find out for
herself and from the families waiting to access the program and tell them that she still
believes the IWK’s mental health realignment was the right thing to do? Will she commit
to me, yes or no?

MS. MAUREEN MACDONALD: Madam Speaker, we unveiled today a mental
health strategy that will be implemented over three years. Its primary focus is on services
for children and youth. We will be doing an evaluation and we will have a report card that
will be available in terms of allowing transparency and accountability for how this plan is
implemented.

Certainly with the IWK, their programs will be part of that process, and | have
every confidence that with the additional resources that have been allocated - $5.2 million
this year, the largest injection of funds into the mental health system within any time that |
can remember - we will see significant improvements and change in the system.

MADAM SPEAKER: The honourable member for Argyle.
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PREM.: EMERA OFFICIALS - DISCUSSIONS REVEAL

HON. CHRISTOPHER D’ENTREMONT: Madam Speaker, yesterday when asked
about his mile high adventures with Emera executives (Interruptions)

MADAM SPEAKER: Order, please. The use of “mile high” in the Legislature is
unparliamentary. It did slip through yesterday, but it will not slip through again. I would
ask that the member retract that, please.

MR. D’ENTREMONT: I retract that. We’ll call it high-flying adventures with
Emera and executives in their corporate jet. The Premier said: “It was, in fact, the most
convenient way to get there.” I’ll table the Hansard on that one. Cushy seats, no waits with
security, extra leg room, and knowing how Emera likes to throw a good party, there may
have been some top quality in-flight entertainment. Yes, that sounds convenient for the
Premier. Too bad the Premier isn’t as interested in Nova Scotia’s convenience. It would be
convenient for Nova Scotia (Interruptions)

MR. GARY RAMEY: Is there a question? Ask a question or sit down.

MR. D’ENTREMONT: I must have hit a nerve, because I keep hearing from the
member for Lunenburg West. He wants me to ask a question so much, he keeps asking it
that way. It’s the only time you hear from him. Anyway, I’ll continue along with my
question.

It would be convenient for Nova Scotians to have a Premier who was upfront with
them and didn’t hold secret meetings with power company bosses in corporate jets. It
would be convenient for Nova Scotians to have a Premier who was serious about lowering
power rates.

MR. RAMEY: Is there a question?

MR. D’ENTREMONT: Again, the member for Lunenburg West won’t even let me
get to a question.

My question through you, Madam Speaker, now that he has had his fun with his
friends with benefits at Emera, and enjoyed the corporate perks, when will the Premier
consider what is convenient for Nova Scotians and finally put their agenda ahead of
Emera's?

THE PREMIER: Madam Speaker, as | pointed out earlier, it was that Party that
privatized Nova Scotia Power, that set up the structure that we're left with. | want to make
another point, because | remember when the tar ponds announcement was made that the
then-Premier of Nova Scotia rented a private jet, flew to Sydney and took members of both
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the Opposition Parties with him at the time, because it was the most convenient thing to do
at the time.

MR. D'ENTREMONT: Madam Speaker, for weeks we've asked the Premier to
reveal the details surrounding his discussions with officials at Emera and Nova Scotia
Power but he remains silent. He simply wants us to trust him.

Now hopefully the Premier is able to forgive Nova Scotians who laugh at the
suggestion that he's looking out for their best interests, especially when he is jaunting
around with power company executives, having a jolly good time discussing Emera'’s
issues in their corporate jets.

Madam Speaker, my question through you is, doesn't the Premier agree that it
would be more convenient for ratepayers to know the full extent of his discussions with
Nova Scotia Power and Emera, so they can decide whether or not the NDP-Emera agenda
IS in their best interests?

THE PREMIER: Madam Speaker, when the Progressive Conservatives privatized
Nova Scotia Power, they didn't bother to do any studies, they didn't do anything. They just
said it was on the basis of a feeling, a philosophy. Part of it, they said, was because when
people have shareholders they have to work a little harder. They have to be more efficient,
they have to work harder to earn people's money. That's what they said at the time.

The reality is that it is this government that took the HST off home energy, it is us
who have been standing up for the people of Nova Scotia.

MR. D'ENTREMONT: Madam Speaker, something is wrong here. The Premier
sees fit to jaunt around with power company executives, having a great adventure on their
corporate jet. Then the Nova Scotians who paid for the Premier's lavish travel, asked a
simple question - what did the Premier talk about with those executives? It's a simple
question but they didn't get an answer. They didn't even get an apology. Since the Premier
sees nothing wrong with his actions, it's reasonable to believe that he will repeat them.

Does the Premier really think that his personal convenience justifies reinforcing the
notion that he and Emera are in cahoots to give big, shiny, expensive projects without
telling Nova Scotians their true costs?

THE PREMIER: Madam Speaker, what | believe is that the Lower Churchill
project is one of the most important economic and energy developments in the history of
our province. | can also say this - | will table for the Progressive Conservative House
Leader, a quote from his Leader. It says, "I am an opposition leader. This is one of the times
when | actually (Interruption)

MADAM SPEAKER: Order, please. The honourable Premier has the floor.
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THE PREMIER: Well, we'll table it again and we'll read it again because this is
what it says; "I am an opposition leader. This is one of those times when | actually
completely agree with what the government is doing and | have said so in the legislature of
Nova Scotia."

Do we agree with Emera on the Lower Churchill project? Yes, we do because that's
going to be better for all Nova Scotians. It's going to give us stable, long-term energy rates.
That's the great thing about actually being independent. You can praise a company when
they do a good thing and you can criticize them when they do the wrong thing.

MADAM SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings West.
HEALTH & WELLNESS - ACT PROG.: DISMANTLING - MIN. RESPONSE

MR. LEO GLAVINE: Madam Speaker, rapidly-growing wait times are not the
only challenge facing the IWK ACT program. While it wasn't damaging enough for the
program to see the loss of valuable team members when youth mental health workers were
fired, access to a psychiatrist for the ACT program has also been recently reduced. The
full-time ACT program psychiatrist has been reduced to a 0.5 position and, to make matters
worse, this same psychiatrist is filling a 0.5 position in the Young Tower program while
holding down a full-time position at 4 South.

Access is being denied, the quality of the service being offered to children and
youth is being altered. How can the minister sit idly by while the IWK ACT program is
being dismantled right before her eyes?

HON. MAUREEN MACDONALD: Madam Speaker, the IWK has adopted a new
model in terms of the services they are providing to adolescents and families. It’s a model
called Choice and Partnership Approach (CAPA), it includes a first short visit shortly after
referral and it ensures that young people will get into treatment sooner and matched up with
the appropriate clinician with the right expertise to best meet their needs.

As | have explained many, many times in this House, the system that was there that
the members of the Liberal Party like to defend, was a system that was broken, was a
system that saw considerably more than 29 people on a wait list. It was a system that saw in
excess of 700 or 800 people on a wait list and that is what we are fixing and there is a great
deal of public support to fix that system.

MR. GLAVINE: Madam Speaker, the minister knows that there weren’t 700 or 800
for the ACT program. The minister has spoken in the past of the importance of family
reintegration, and | agree, it is important. However, the ACT program as it previously
existed did just that. When a patient was admitted, parents were invited on the unit to
interact with their children on weekend one, weekend two they were given a day pass,
weekend three they were given a weekend pass to go home and so on. Now, in order to save
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money and pay for faster assessments, staff shuts down the program Friday at 3:00 p.m.
and tells everyone to go home.

My question to the minister is, will she table evidence before the end of today,
which shows that sending children back to communities without necessary supports on a
weekly basis is a more beneficial treatment plan than reintegrating children with families
using appropriate assessments?

MS. MAUREEN MACDONALD: Madam Speaker, the IWK certainly does
appropriate assessments for all of the patients they see. The new model that they have
adopted is a model that will ensure that there are timely assessments, timely treatment with
the right clinicians, better care sooner for families and children, and this is the approach
that we, in this government support. The system that the Liberal Party are interested in
defending and supporting is a system that was broken.

MR. GLAVINE: Madam Speaker, every weekend since changes were made a lot of
the patients in the ACT program end up on 4 South. There have been patients of the ACT
program who have ended up in emergency rooms just like | said to the minister as to what
would happen. She should really speak to the IWK ACT program staff; the most tragic
statistic of all, children are returning to the program on Monday morning who have
regressed to the point where program staff, whom | met with, spent two days getting
patients to the same condition they were in when they were released the previous Friday.
Halted progress equates into longer stays, longer stays mean increased wait times for
others waiting to access the program.

My final question to the minister is, given the extra cost pressures associated with
emergency room visits, stays on 4 South, coupled with the huge disruption to treatment,
does the minister still believe closing the ACT program for the weekend was the right thing
to do?

MS. MAUREEN MACDONALD: Madam Speaker, as I’ve indicated, the IWK
have adopted a new model, one that will ensure that people will not languish on wait lists
for months and months without any contact, while a very small number of people receive
services. This is the right thing to have done and I fully support the new model of care that
they have adopted. We are already seeing very positive results from that model.

MADAM SPEAKER: The honourable member for Hants West.

ENERGY - NSP RATE INCREASES: FAM. BUDGETS - EFFECTS

MR. CHUCK PORTER: Madam Speaker, my question through you will be to the
Minister of Energy. Nova Scotia Power has said that the average family will pay $3.50

more per month on their power bill next year alone and an additional $3.50 a month the
year after that.
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Madam Speaker, $3.50 could buy a family a loaf of bread or perhaps a container of
milk each month. The NDP said an awful lot in Opposition but as soon as they got into the
government benches, quickly cosied up to the power company to drive through their
expensive agenda. My question to the minister through you is, since the minister is refusing
to keep the House open to deal with the real issues facing families, like rising power rates,
which does he suggest families pay for - groceries or their electricity bill?

HON. CHARLIE PARKER: Madam Speaker, I don’t think I’'m closing the House
down, I’'m willing to stay here as long as the member opposite wants to stay. But $3.50 is
the rate that’s proposed. The URB will determine whether $3.50 is just or not.

MR. PORTER: Madam Speaker, the average family will pay $42 more next year
for electricity. That’s $42 less a family has to buy fuel for their car or school supplies for
their children. Last year Nova Scotians’ disposable income dropped 1.8 per cent, no
wonder with the NDP’s 2 per cent tax grab, taking $4,000 from the average family in
higher HST. My question to the minister is, since the minister is refusing to keep the House
open to deal with real issues facing families, like the rising cost of electricity rates, which
does he suggest families pay for - their children’s school supplies or their electricity bill?

MR. PARKER: Madam Speaker, again, I’'m willing to stay here as long as the
honourable member wants to stay. Let’s stay to debate these issues, but $3.50 a month or
$42 a year, again, the URB will determine, they’ll call in the experts they need, they will
determine if this is fair and just. They’ll call in interveners like our government will be
intervening and | hope your Party will also consider doing that. In the end, we have a whole
lot of initiatives to get off of coal, which your Party and previous governments relied on
very heavily.

MR. PORTER: Madam Speaker, the real issues facing Nova Scotians is the stress
on their pocketbooks and the bitter pill when they hear about double-digit increases in
salaries for Nova Scotia Power executives. In two years Nova Scotia Power will have taken
an extra $126 from the average family from this rate hike. That’s $126 less to pay for
recreation for their children or medications for their family. Since the minister is refusing
to keep the House open to deal with real issues like the rising cost of power rates for
families, which does he suggest they pay for - their medications or their electricity bills?

MR. PARKER: Madam Speaker, again, through the URB process, you, honourable
member, will have a chance to intervene if you so wish on behalf of Nova Scotians. This
government will be intervening on behalf of the ratepayers of this province. | know the
URB will have the opportunity to look at all costs whether it’s salaries or wages or fuel or
all the determinants of a rate application. I would hope the honourable member would
consider also being an intervener at that process.

MADAM SPEAKER: The honourable member for Bedford-Birch Cove.
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COM. SERV. - TALBOT HOUSE: STANDARDS - COMPLIANCE DETAILS

MS. KELLY REGAN: Madam Speaker, for seven weeks now this government has
attempted to justify its actions in the Talbot House case. Quite frankly, every response has
come up short. The actions by government, the disrespect this government has shown to
both staff and the board of Talbot House would certainly not have been tolerated by the
government when they were in Opposition.

In several responses the minister has indicated the program did not meet the
standards of compliance as set out in 2008. My question to the Minister of Community
Services is, if standards are such a concern to the minister, why was there no direct
discussion between her department and the board of Talbot House on standards and
standards compliance prior to December 2011?

HON. DENISE PETERSON-RAFUSE: Madam Speaker, the situation with Talbot
House was the fact that we discovered them a short period before the time that we took
action immediately to sit down and talk to the board of directors. That’s when we
discovered that they weren’t following the standards.

MS. REGAN: Madam Speaker, it was the department’s job to be watching over
Talbot House. That’s why one would assume they brought in the standards of care.

Sean McSween is a professional pharmacist. He recently published on-line his
experience with Talbot House, and | will table a copy of that. Mr. McSween spoke to the
strengths of the program and how the executive director provided him with the necessary
support to cope, to deal with his addiction, and to heal. He was rescued by the program, and
he is not alone. Sean McSween is one of hundreds of people who have told us that without
the Talbot House program they would be lost. They told us that the Talbot House program
works.

Could the minister please table before the end of Question Period today the
evidence they gathered which specifically shows that the Talbot House program was not a
successful program?

MS. PETERSON-RAFUSE: Madam Speaker, let me clarify several things. We
have never said that there were not some people who felt that they received good services
at Talbot House. What we did do, as I’ve said over and over, was an organizational review.
I don’t have to table anything because all they have to do is read the organizational review.
The review identified areas where the standards were not being met.

It is our responsibility to those people receiving the services. They would be the
first ones yelling and screaming if they had people coming to them who were upset with the
services that were being provided to them. It is our responsibility to make sure the services
are being provided in a manner to meet the standards, plus that the tax dollars, as the funder
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- we are the funder, and we are responsible for how those dollars are being used. I’'m sure
Nova Scotians appreciate a government that makes sure their tax dollars are being used in a
wise manner.

MADAM SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Clayton Park.
PREM. - NSP: RATE INCREASES - PREM.

MS. DIANA WHALEN: Madam Speaker, the on-line petition started by Archie
Stewart of Port Hawkesbury has now passed 26,000 signatures and continues to grow
hourly. A little more than a week ago this petition had only a few hundred names. The
people of this province are outraged at the proposed power rate increases for 2013, 2014,
and 2015, and the petition is making that very clear. My question for the Premier is, what is
the Premier doing to fight these proposed increases?

THE PREMIER: Well, Madam Speaker, as has been pointed out numerous times in
the House, the government will indeed be at the Utility and Review Board for the purpose
of examining the rate filing.

People of Nova Scotia should know that the structure of the company was one that
was decided by the Liberals when they were last in power - they set out the relationship
between Emera and Nova Scotia Power. The rules that exist around these things were
essentially put in place either by the Progressive Conservatives or by the Liberals when
they were in government, and of course Nova Scotians today live with those decisions.

MS. WHALEN: Madam Speaker, the message is clear: Nova Scotians cannot
afford another rate increase from Nova Scotia Power. Period. They want a Premier who
will do something about this, but according to correspondence between our office and Mr.
Stewart, the Premier hasn’t bothered to reply to messages from this group. I would like to
table that one, actually. I won’t read from it.

Madam Speaker, why can’t the Premier take time out of his schedule to . . .

MADAM SPEAKER: Order, please. | want to be clear about the process on that
one. Let me confer with the Clerk for a minute, please.

Okay, thank you. The honourable member for Halifax Clayton Park has the floor.

MS. WHALEN: Madam Speaker, my point is that more than 25,000 people have
signed that petition and the Premier has not responded to it. Every member of the Liberal
caucus has affixed their name to the petition. My question to the Premier is, will the
Premier affix his name to the on-line petition today?
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THE PREMIER: Madam Speaker, in fact, [ haven’t seen the petition. I don’t really
know anything about it at all, but | can say this: if there are 25,000 people who have signed
up on-line, there are 25,000 people who have lower power rates today as a result of the
province removing every cent of provincial tax from their bills.

MS. WHALEN: Madam Speaker, it’s becoming a little tiresome to hear about the
benefit of the HST when we know that the electricity tax is larger than the HST amount -
$10 million larger - and that that was offloaded from the Energy Department. The cost of
running Conserve Nova Scotia was downloaded to the ratepayers of Nova Scotia. That’s a
fact and it should not be the ratepayers who are paying that. That answer simply gets tired.

I would like to ask the Premier if he will personally attend the rate hearing - we’ve
heard him say that government will be there - will he personally attend the rate hearing in
September and oppose the rate increases, as the petition is asking?

THE PREMIER: Madam Speaker, what you know and of course what the member
will never say, is that she and the members of her caucus voted against taking the HST off
home electricity and if the desires of the Liberal caucus were true today, the power in Nova
Scotia would be 8 per cent higher today than it is.

MADAM SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth East.
ENERGY - NSP: RATE HEARINGS - MIN. APPEAR

MR. ANDREW YOUNGER: Madam Speaker, my question is for the Minister of
Energy. In a number of questions today we’ve learned that the Premier is refusing to appear
in person at the Utility and Review Board hearings this Fall. The fact is there is a difference
between being represented and actually participating to defend Nova Scotians.

Madam Speaker, will the Minister of Energy personally appear at the rate hearing
this September?

HON. CHARLIE PARKER: Madam Speaker, certainly the URB process is an
interesting opportunity and | will be conferring with my department staff to see who it is
from government, from the Department of Energy, who will be attending. At this point |
can’t say for sure just who it would be.

MR. YOUNGER: Well, Mr. Speaker, the minister and the Premier - Madam
Speaker. (Interruptions) Even the members of the government benches have done that all
day today so, Madam Speaker, | certainly apologize on behalf of everybody in the House
for that error.

Madam Speaker, the fact is we know that department officials have attended all of
those hearings and they sit there and don’t say anything. We know that because we’ve been
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there and the Leader of the Official Opposition has been there to ask questions. I’ve been
there to ask questions, at all of them, not just the general rate hearings but the recent ones.
But the minister’s department sits there silently and monitors it. There’s a big difference
between that and actually participating.

Madam Speaker, if the minister is not going to attend personally, if the Premier is
not going to attend personally, will he direct his officials to oppose the Nova Scotia Power
rate hike requests?

MR. PARKER: Madam Speaker, we will be there, certainly, to scrutinize the
application. We’ll be going over it thoroughly before the September hearing and we will be
an intervener in the process to ensure that Nova Scotians receive the fairest possible rates
here in Nova Scotia.

MR. YOUNGER: Madam Speaker, the fact is that the minister and the Premier
have been asked this many, many times. You would think that by now they would know if
they plan to attend. They can have their department officials go there, monitor the hearings,
stay silent like they’ve done at past hearings, or they can take the Progressive Conservative
Party’s approach and participate in secret, backroom negotiations for a rate increase and
then put out a press release calling a 10 per cent rate hike a “win” for Nova Scotians, or
(Interruptions) The Premier could use that in responses in Question Period tomorrow.

Madam Speaker, what Nova Scotians want is for this minister to go down to the
hearings, stand up and say enough is enough, the rate hikes have to end. Will he do that?

MR. PARKER: Madam Speaker, certainly we’ll be there to represent the best
interests of Nova Scotians and the 3 per cent proposed rate will be thoroughly scrutinized
by government and again at the hearing application. Just for information, the Government
of British Columbia - | believe that’s a Liberal Government - is proposing applications
there of a rate increase of 8 per cent this year, 3.9 per cent next year, and 3.9 per cent the
year after. Compare that to what’s being asked here in Nova Scotia.

MADAM SPEAKER: The honourable member for Glace Bay.
ERDT - POWER RATES: BUSINESSES - CONCERNS

MR. GEOFF MACLELLAN: Madam Speaker, businesses are dealing with
significant cost pressures. Especially concerning to all businesses are high power rates.
The Minister of Economic and Rural Development and Tourism doesn’t seem to think so.
On May 8™, the minister said, . . . there may be some companies that consider power rates
to be a factor . . .” In fact, he went on to argue, . . . I will reiterate that the cost of power
may be an issue for some businesses . . . ”
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So my question to the minister is, will the minister clarify his statements indicating
that he feels power rates are not a serious concern for businesses in the Province of Nova
Scotia?

HON. PERCY PARIS: Madam Speaker, I’m proud to stand in my place and say the
most important thing that businesses consider - whether they be here in Nova Scotia or
whether they be a foreign company looking to move here to Nova Scotia, or investigating
the possibilities of being here in Nova Scotia - it’s the people. It’s the people who attract
companies to Nova Scotia because we are educated, we are resourceful, we are
well-trained, we are hard-working individuals.

The other day - | will reiterate once again, and obviously the member needs some
clarification, I will say it again. Are power rates a factor? Well, do you know what? All of
those things are factors, but the most important thing is human resources.

MR. MACLELLAN: Madam Speaker, what matters to businesses and what matters
to the private sector is their profit, and revenue minus expenses is their profit. A big portion
of expenses are human resource costs and input costs like power, particularly in industries
like manufacturing and export. When power rates continue to rise, businesses have to make
decisions about what to cut back on. Not being able to reinvest in such things as staff, new
product development and other essential components make businesses less competitive.

In fact, the minister talks a lot about our manufacturing and export sectors but since
March 2011, Nova Scotia manufacturing shipments or exports were down 11.1 per cent.
Since January 2012, Nova Scotia is the only province to see negative growth in
manufacturing shipments in the entire country, and | will table that information for the
House.

My question to the Minister of Economic and Rural Development and Tourism is,
with such a dramatic effect on all sectors including manufacturing and our exports, will the
minister admit that power rates are affecting our province’s ability to grow our economy?

MR. PARIS: Madam Speaker, anyone with some common sense and some sound
reasoning would realize that in 2012 there were some drastic bumps in the Province of
Nova Scotia, one being the forestry industry. If anybody has been listening, we’ve had a
crisis in the forestry industry.

Madam Speaker, do you know what? A fact that | will tell you about manufacturing
is that in 2011, manufacturing increased by over 10 per cent in the Province of Nova Scotia
and we led all provinces and territories in this country.

MR. MACLELLAN: Madam Speaker, we have 0.3 per cent growth in our GDP
under this minister’s watch last year, down from 1.6 per cent the year before - neither of
which is even close to the national averages in the performance of economics in these
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provinces. So essentially what we have under this government (Interruption) Yes, 20 years.
If Waldorf and Statler would listen to my question, they might get educated on how the
economy works.

What we have here, Madam Speaker, we have an underperforming economy, plain
and simple. If nothing else, this performance should be a wakeup call to this minister. This
minister needs to understand that skyrocketing power rates harm and affect - it has greatly
negative impacts on the economy. This government continues to not take action to address
these rates which affect the economics of our province.

Will the Minister of Economic and Rural Development and Tourism appear before
the URB at the upcoming Nova Scotia Power general rate application hearing to help
protect our businesses and our economy against further power rate hikes by Nova Scotia
Power?

MR. PARIS: Madam Speaker, I heard the member talk about education. I’ve stood
in this House this whole session and | tried to educate that member opposite. I’ve even
invited that member to come over to my office and | will sit down and | will have
(Interruptions)

MADAM SPEAKER: Order, please. The honourable Minister of Economic and
Rural Development and Tourism has the floor.

MR. PARIS: I made an offer to that member and | make that same offer to everyone
in this House that we will educate any member of this House with respect to jobsHere so
that they can have an intimate understanding of the path we are on. | will do that. I will
commit to that. Do you know what? We will do that and that’s a standing offer. Any time
that member wants an education, if he’s serious about an education, the door is open.

MADAM SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cape Breton North.
EDUC. - BUS STOP: BULLYING - PROTECTION

MR. EDDIE ORRELL: Madam Speaker, today we learned of yet another family
suffering because of the inaction of this government. A young boy in Cape Breton with
special needs was the victim of bullying and humiliation while waiting for his bus. The
school board reportedly told the boy’s mother they couldn’t do anything because it was the
jurisdiction of the bus stop. The issue of jurisdiction was addressed by the government’s
own task force but was overlooked in legislation.

My question to the Minister of Education is, what does the minister have to say to
the little boy in Cape Breton and what immediate changes will she make to ensure his and
other children’s safety at the bus stop?
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HON. RAMONA JENNEX: Madam Speaker, I can’t speak to any specifics on any
specific situation but I can say that this government is taking a very measured and
comprehensive approach to making sure we are able to meet the needs of the safety of our
children, inside and outside of school. We want to make sure that we speak with all of our
stakeholders, our principals on how we can actually monitor and engage in the activities
before we put anything forward in legislation. The answer is not legislation. The answer is
action and we need to work through on how we are able to do that.

MR. ORRELL: Madam Speaker, the mother in D’Escousse told reporters she is
outraged that authorities aren’t doing more to stop bullying. Experts and families are not
impressed by the government’s legislation. However, the government could address this
today and call the Progressive Conservative caucus’ piece of anti-bullying legislation.
Both of which would have provided tools to address this very situation. We heard the
Minister of Energy say he’s willing to stay to debate valuable pieces of legislation, I hope
the Minister of Education and the Premier are willing to do that too.

My question to the minister is, will she agree to enact better and more effective
legislation before the House rises so more kids do not have to suffer over the Spring,
summer, Fall and into the future?

MS. JENNEX: Madam Speaker, what | can say here today is that we are working
on making sure our children are safe within our system. We are hiring an anti-bullying
coordinator to be able to look at the programs that are in schools, to be able to engage with
the principals on how we can make our children safer.

| will say that legislation that cannot be enforced is not worth the paper it is written
on. We want action and we need to do this in a measured, comprehensive manner. We need
to make sure of how we approach this properly so our students are protected. What | stand
on here today is we are working on that within the department, we are hiring an
anti-bullying coordinator and we’re making sure that we are going to have action to protect
our students.

MR. ORRELL: Madam Speaker, we’re willing to sit down and bring forth some of
this legislation with the minister. The incident in Cape Breton, like many others, shows
better legislation is needed now. There is legislation before this House that seeks to address
bullying with a preventive and restorative approach, and with some teeth if need be, rather
than properly keep children safe for the coming months the government wants to go home.

The government’s refusal to work collaboratively with other Parties of this House
has made the anti-bullying feeble and children deserve better. Will the Deputy Premier and
House Leader agree to keep the House open so all Parties can work together to pass
effective legislation to keep our kids safe now?
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HON. FRANK CORBETT: Madam Speaker, after the Progressive Conservative
Party was in power for 10 torturous years and doing nothing about bullying, nothing at all,
sitting sessions of 15 and 17 days long, and now asking us how long we’re going to stay
here? We’re going to stay here until we get the work of the people done and then we’ll go.
That’s when we’ll go.

MADAM SPEAKER: The honourable member for Colchester North.
EDUC. - SCHOOLS: ELECTRICITY COSTS - FUNDING ADJUST

HON. KAREN CASEY: Madam Speaker, Nova Scotia Power is currently planning
to come before the URB for more increases in power rates over the next three years.
Repeatedly government has been asked to intervene and stand up for Nova Scotians, who
are finding it more and more difficult to pay their power bills and put food on their tables.
These increases in power rates are also making it difficult for schools to absorb costs with
no additional funding.

My question to the Minister of Education is, will the government make an
adjustment to the funding to public education to cover the costs of increasing electricity in
our schools?

HON. RAMONA JENNEX: Madam Speaker, we are making sure that the
resources we are providing schools do meet the needs of the fixed costs that schools have.
Thank you very much.

MS. CASEY: Madam Speaker, power rates have increased in Nova Scotia seven
times in the last 11 years; that translates into close to 40 per cent that Nova Scotians are
asked to pay for their power. In the past, school boards received funding to cover
inflationary costs; those costs included such things as furnace oil, diesel, fuel, gas,
electricity and other costs. What is different is that school boards are now being asked to
absorb all of those inflationary costs with no additional funding and, in fact, those are on
top of the across-the-board reductions to schools.

Programs are being cut, teaching positions are being lost, inflationary costs are
rising. We know that these cuts are having a negative impact on our classrooms so my
question to the minister is, will the minister now show some leadership, identify education
as a priority and provide schools with the funding they need to protect the kids in our
classrooms?

MS. JENNEX: Madam Speaker, | am showing leadership. We have a plan to make
sure that every child in this province has what they need to succeed. We are investing in our
students, we are investing in many new programs that will allow our children to succeed.
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MS. CASEY: Well, Madam Speaker, in case the minister hasn’t heard, parents and
teachers do not agree with that statement. Declining enrolment has no impact on
inflationary costs. Schools still must be heated, the lights must be on and kids must be
transported to school.

This government has been asked to restore funding to education. This government
has been asked to support programs for students with special needs. This government has
been asked to identify education as a priority. This government has been asked to protect
Nova Scotians from power rate increases. Madam Speaker, this government has said no to
every one of those requests.

My question to the Minister of Education is, will the minister now take some
action? Will she restore funding to public schools, will she allow boards to cover the
increasing power costs, and will she protect our kids from her negative cuts?

MS. JENNEX: Madam Speaker, I’d like to remind the member opposite that this
year we had the lowest teacher-to-student ratio in a generation. Our class sizes remain
small. We have increased our funding per student in the province. We are investing in our
students, we are investing so that we will have students who will have opportunities to
succeed in the 21 Century. Thank you.

MADAM SPEAKER: The honourable member for Preston.
ENERGY - HARP: ACCESS - STATISTICS

HON. KEITH COLWELL: Madam Speaker, soon after taking office, this NDP
Government cut the amount of assistance available to low-income Nova Scotians from
$450 to $200 through the Heating Assistance Rebate Program.

The Minister of Service Nova Scotia and Municipal Relations at the time of the cuts
said, “The number of people to benefit from this program will increase from 54,000 to
approximately 70,000. That’s an estimated increase of more than 15,000 households.” I’ll
table that document.

Documents supplied by the department show that this increase never happened. In
fact, the number of rebates that were given out by the government decreased by 4,000
people. That’s a decrease of 4,000 households, Madam Speaker, and I’ll table that
document.

Will the Minister of Service Nova Scotia and Municipal Relations tell this House
how many households he expects will access this program in this fiscal year?

HON. JOHN MACDONELL: Madam Speaker, I’'m not sure that the final numbers
are in yet, but I think they are somewhere in the 54,000 household range.
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MR. COLWELL: Madam Speaker, in 2008-09 the budget allotted for HARP was
$29 million. Today it’s $14.9 million. In that time oil prices have gone up and so have
electricity prices. Electricity prices have risen 20 per cent in the past three years. The
average price of furnace oil this year in Halifax was $1.16 per litre; in Sydney it was $1.09
per litre; and in Yarmouth it has been $1.22 per litre. I’ll table that document.

All this time, wages in our province have remained at low levels of growth. People
are simply not able to keep up with the cost of living under this government, especially
those with already-low incomes.

My question to the minister is, how does slashing the rebate and freezing income
thresholds help those who need the assistance to heat their homes?

MR. MACDONELL: Madam Speaker, | think the slashing he is referring to was
from the previous administration, not this one. If he calculates the changes including the
HST rebate on home heating, HARP, and the Good Neighbour Program that we fund
through the Salvation Army, I think he’ll find that over a two-year period people will be
getting considerably more money from this government than they did from the previous
one.

MR. COLWELL: Madam Speaker, | will remind that minister that the Tories
proposed it in the budget that was never passed. The NDP, when they brought their budget
in, did slash the extra money in the program.

In addition to slashing the rebate, the NDP has consistently under-spent in their
budget 