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HALIFAX, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2010
Sixty-first General Assembly
Second Session
1:00 P.M.
SPEAKER
Hon. Charlie Parker
DEPUTY SPEAKERS

Mr. Gordon Gosse, Mr. Leo Glavine, Mr. Alfie MacLeod

MR. SPEAKER: Honourable members, we'll bring our session to order for amid-
week session.

We Il begin the daily routine.

PRESENTING AND READING PETITIONS

PRESENTING REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Deputy Government House L eader.

MR. DAVID WILSON: Mr. Speaker, asVice-Chairman of the Committee on Law

Amendments, | am directed to report that the committee has met and considered the
following bills:

Bill No. 103 - Motor Vehicle Act.

Bill No. 105 - Education Act.

4407
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Bill No. 109 - Weed Control Act.
Bill No. 110 - Animal Protection Act.

and the committee recommendsthesebill sto thefavourabl e consideration of the House, each
without amendment.

MR. SPEAKER: Ordered that these billsbereferred to the Committee of theWhole
House on Bills.

The honourable Deputy Government House Leader.

MR. DAVID WILSON: Mr. Speaker, as Vice-Chairman of the Committee on Law
Amendments, | am directed to report that the committee has met and considered the
following bill:

Bill No. 106 - Handicapped Persons’ Education Act.

and the committee recommends this bill to the favourabl e consideration of the House, with
certain amendments.

MR. SPEAKER: Ordered that this bill be referred to the Committee of the Whole
House on Bills.

TABLING REPORTS, REGULATIONS AND OTHER PAPERS

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS

GOVERNMENT NOTICES OF MOTION

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Labour and Workforce Devel oppment.
RESOLUTION NO. 2600

HON. MARILYN MORE: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereasemployers, employees and government share aresponsibility to have safe,
healthy workplaces in Nova Scotia; and

Whereas the Workers' Compensation Board and the Department of Labour and
Workforce Development are committed to keeping Nova Scotians safe and secure from
workplace injury; and
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Whereas the department and the WCB introduced the Mainstay Awards to honour
excellence in occupational health and safety;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House congratulate the 2010
Mainstay Award winners: Safety Award of Excellence recipient - Black & McDonald
Limited, Safety Transformation - Edmonds L andscape and Construction Services Limited,
Employer Safety Champions- EdmondsL andscapeand Construction ServicesLimited, CFK
Inc., and Weston Bakeries (Amherst), and Employer Return-to-Work Champions- EastLink
and Sobeys.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

[1:15p.m.]

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waver.

Isit agreed?

Itisagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

Themotionis carried.

The honourable Minister of Emergency Management.

RESOLUTION NO. 2601

HON. RAMONA JENNEX: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on afuture day
| shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

WhereasNova Scotiaexperienced heavy rain and strong windsfrom Hurricane Earl
in August; and

Whereas Nova Scotians once again heeded the safety warnings and were well-
prepared for the hurricane; and

Whereas emergency preparedness is essential to ensuring the safety of all Nova
Scotians and to making our lives better;

Thereforebeit resolved that all members of this House acknowledge Nova Scotians
for their preparedness before and during Hurricane Earl and for the efforts of emergency
management and response professionals to keep everyone safe.
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Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.
MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.
Isit agreed?
Itisagreed.
Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.
The honourable Minister of Finance.
RESOLUTION NO. 2602

HON. GRAHAM STEELE: Mr. Speaker, on behaf of the Minister of Health, |
hereby give noticethat on afutureday | shall movethe adoption of thefollowing resolution:

WhereasHIV - thevirusthat causes AIDS - attacks the body’ simmune system, the
body’s main defence againg diseases, and HIV/AIDS is a disease that can affect all
Canadians, regardless of age, gender, sexual orientation, or economic status; and

Whereasas many as65,000 Canadiansarelivingwith HIV/AIDS, with an estimated
2,300 to 4,500 new cases reported each year; and

Whereas the Nova Scotia Advisory Commission on AIDS, aswell as other AIDS-
related and community-based organizations across the province, have wrapped up a
successful HIV/AIDS Awareness Week;

Thereforebeit resolved that all members of this House recogni ze the importance of
today, World AIDS Day, and congratul ate the dedicated Nova Scotians who are working to
raise awareness of HIV/AIDS in our province.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waver.

Isit agreed?

Itisagreed.
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Would &l those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motionis carried.
The honourable Minister of Emergency Management.

RESOLUTION NO. 2603

HON. RAMONA JENNEX: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day
| shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas the community of Meat Cove and surrounding area was struck by
unprecedented rainfall, causing flash flooding in late August; and

Whereasmembers of the community banded together with the support of emergency
responders and managers to help themselves and their guests; and

Whereastheir response was aremarkabl e display of community character and Nova
Scotia spirit;

Thereforebeit resolved that all members of this House recognize the community of
Meat Cove and the surrounding areafor its responseto the rainstorm in late August and its
resiliency asit continues to recover.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waver.

Isit agreed?

It isagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Finance.

RESOLUTION NO. 2604

HON. GRAHAM STEELE: Mr. Speaker, on behaf of the Minister of Health, |
hereby give noticethat on afutureday | shal movethe adoption of thefollowing resolution:
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Whereas Nova Scotians receive exceptional emergency care from paramedics,
nurses, and others through the province’ sambulance system - Emergency Health Services;
and

Whereas Emergency Health Services earned a perfect rating and a specia
commendation from the Commission on Accreditation of Ambulance Services; and

WhereasNova Scotiawasthefirst jurisdiction to successfully compl eteaccreditation
in 2004 and Emergency Health Servicesis one of only two operationsthat are accredited in
Canada;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House join me in congratulating
Emergency Health Services on their Commission on Accreditation of Ambulance Services
and acknowl edgetheir ongoing dedicationto providing better health carefor NovaScotians.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waver.

Isit agreed?

It isagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

Themotion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Agriculture.

RESOLUTION NO. 2605

HON. JOHN MACDONELL: Mr. Speaker, on behaf of the Minister of African
Nova Scotian Affairs, | hereby give notice that on afuture day | shall move the adoption of
the following resolution:

Whereas St. Francis Xavier University Faculty of Education is working with the
African Canadian Services Division of the Department of Education to offer a part-time

Bachelor of Education program for African Nova Scotian students; and

Whereas the program is offered in centralized |ocations across Nova Scotia where
students can attend classes on the weekends and evenings throughout the school year; and

Whereasthethree-year programisthefirst of itskindinNova Scotiaand isdesigned
to increase the number of African Nova Scotian educators,
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Thereforebeit resolved that all membersof this House commend St. FrancisXavier
University and the African Canadian Services Division for partnering to create this
opportunity, and wish the current part-time B.Ed. students a happy and successful school
year.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.
MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waver.
Isit agreed?
It isagreed.
Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.
The honourable Minister of Agriculture.
RESOLUTION NO. 2606

HON. JOHN MACDONELL: Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Minister of African
Nova Scotian Affairs, | hereby give notice that on afuture day | shall move the adoption of
the following resolution:

WhereasChel seaNisbett isatal ented 24-year-old singer and songwriter from L ower
Sackville; and

Whereas Ms. Nisbett has received high acclaim for her mix of R&B, soul and jazz
musi ¢ that she couples with captivating lyrics based on her personal experiences and faith,
and her album, Anchored Roots, recently won a Gospel Music Association of Canada
Covenant Award for Best Urban/R& B/Soul Album of the Y ear, and two Music Nova Scotia
Awards; and

Whereas Ms. Nisbett is also a Compassion Canada spokesperson who is dedicated
to improving the health and welfare of impoverished children in Africa, Asia, and Central
and South America;

Thereforebeit resolved tha all members of thisHouse congratul ate Chel sea Ni sbett
on the receipt of a Gospel Music Association of Canada Covenant Award for Best
Urban/R& B/Soul Album of the Y ear, and two Music Nova Scotia Awards, and wish her
continued musical success and commend her for her continued dedication to eradicating
child poverty.
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Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.

Isit agreed?

Itisagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Transportation and Infrastructure Renewd.
RESOLUTION NO. 2607

HON. WILLIAM ESTABROOKS: Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Premier, | hereby
give notice that on afuture day | shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereasthe Order of Nova Scotiaisthe highest honour the province can bestow on
its citizens; and

Whereas Dr. Chalmers Doane of South Maitland, Dr. Rocky Jones of Halifax, Mrs.
EvalLandry of . Peter’s, and the late Mr. Jim Hill of Dartmouth and Reverend Bill Pope

of Mount Denson, were invested into the Order of Nova Scotiatoday for their outstanding
contributions to their communities and their province; and

Whereas with their tadent, ability and ambition, qualities essential for ensuring
change, the recipients have made abetter life and future for Nova Scotia families;

Thereforebeit resol ved that thisHouse congratul ate Dr. Chalmers Doane, Dr. Rocky
Jones, Mrs. Eva Landry, and the late Mr. Jim Hill and Reverend Bill Pope, the 2010 Order
of Nova Scotia recipients, and thank them for the positive work they have done to make
Nova Scotia a better place.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waver.

Isit agreed?

Itisagreed.
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Would &l those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motionis carried.
INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

Bill No. 123 - Entitled an Act to Amend Chapter 18 of the Acts of 1998. The
Municipal Government Act, and Chapter 39 of the Acts of 2008. The Halifax Regional
Municipality Charter. (Hon. Ramona Jennex)

MR. SPEAKER: Ordered that this bill be read a second time on a future day.
The honourable Minister of Natural Resources on an introduction.

HON. JOHN MACDONELL: Mr. Speaker, in your gallery and in the east gdllery,
| angoingtoidentify someindividualsthere. Inyour gallery, unlessthey’ ve moved - they’re
there, okay. Oneindividual, no stranger to this House of Assembly, is the past-president of
the Association of Nova Scotia Land Surveyors, now the legidative liaison, Mr. Russell
MacKinnon - I'll ask them to stand and hold applause until we get everybody; the director
of Surveys Division with the Department of Natural Resources, Bruce MacQuarrie; and
president of the association, Glenn Myra. (Applause)

Intheeast gallery | want to recognize Mr. Fred Hutchinson, executivedirector of the
Land Surveyors; also a past-president - and Glen can correct me - Glen Crews, a constituent
of mine from Enfield - nice to see you, Glen; and | also want to acknowledge Gretchen
Pohlkamp, executive director of Land Services in my department. (Applause)

Bill No. 124 - Entitled an Act Respecting Nova Scotia Land Surveyors. (Hon.
John MacDonell)

Bill No. 125 - Entitled an Act to Amend Chapter 199 of the Revised Statutes of
1989. The Heritage Property Act. (Hon. Percy Paris)

MR. SPEAKER: Ordered that these bills be read a second time on a future day.

NOTICES OF MOTION

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Leader of the Official Opposition.
RESOLUTION NO. 2608

HON. STEPHEN MCNEIL: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on afuture day
| shall move the adoption of the following resolution:
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WhereasPeter Mallette of CTV NewsAtlanticisatrusted and familiar face to many
peoplein Nova Scotia; and

Whereasthisveteranjournalist has decided to make amajor changein hiscareer and
has taken on a new challenge with Prostate Cancer Canada as the executive director for
Atlantic Canada; and

Whereas Peter will take on this challenge with the same determination and positive
attitude in which he took on his personal struggle with prostate cancer;

Therefore be it resolved that the members of the House of Assembly congratul ate
Peter and wish him well at this exciting turning point in his career.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.
[1:30 p.m.]
MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.
Isit agreed?
It isagreed.
Would &l those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.
The honourable Leader of the Progressive Conservative Party.
RESOLUTION NO. 2609

HON. JAMIE BAILLIE: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Nova Scotia' s Jewish community will participate in an ancient tradition
tonight as they celebrate the beginning of Hanukkah, the Festival of Lights; and

Whereas Hanukkah is a celebration of rededication and renewal, of freedom over
oppression, and of despair transformed into hope; and

Whereasthe roots of the Jewish community in Nova Scotia reach back more than a
century and in that time their vibrant faith community has enriched our province;
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Therefore be it resolved that al members of this House extend warm wishes for a
Happy Hanukkah and join with Nova Scotia’ s Jewish community incelebratingthe miracles
of the Festival of Lights.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waver.

Isit agreed?

Itisagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motionis carried.

The honourable Minister of Community Services.

RESOLUTION NO. 2610

HON. DENISE PETERSON-RAFUSE: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a
future day | shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas November 27, 2010, marked the date of the annual New Ross Volunteer
Fire Department banquet and awards presentation; and

Whereaswhen afirefighter receives acall to attend at afire or accident, he or sheis
never sureif they will return home safe and unharmed from the callout; and

Whereas on Saturday night Barry Hiltz was recognized for 30 years of dedicated
service, and Stephen Workman was recognized for 35 years of dedicated serviceto the New
Ross Fire Department;

Therefore be it resolved that the members of this House of Assembly congratul ate
Barry Hiltz and Stephen Workman for their support of their fire department and their
community of New Ross.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.

Isit agreed?

It isagreed.
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Would &l those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motionis carried.
The honourable member for Halifax Clayton Park.

RESOLUTION NO. 2611

MS. DIANA WHALEN: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |

shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas December 1, 2010, marks the 22™ Anniversary of World AIDS Day; and

Whereas HIV/AIDS continues to affect individuals and families and communities

throughout Nova Scotia; and

Whereas this year’s theme, Universal Access and Human Rights, highlights the

importance of ensuring universal accessto treatment, prevention and care, ensuring that they
are recognized as fundamental basc human rights;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of the House of Assembly commit

themsel vesto theimportance of recognizing World AIDS Day and support the ongoing fight
against HIV/AIDS, through prevention, education and research.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.
MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.
Isit agreed?
It isagreed.
Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.
The honourable member for Victoria-The Lakes.
RESOLUTION NO. 2612

MR. KEITH BAIN: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day | shall

move the adoption of the following resolution:
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Whereasthe Northern Victoria Community Centre facility has been looking for ice
plant infrastructure and needs at |east $700,000 in capital upgradesto enable the facility to
operate; and

Whereas practical funding partner initiatives are being sought to help reduce or
mitigate the cost of enabling the community to realize their desire to provide a positive,
healthy recreational facility for citizens, young and old; and

Whereastemporary infrastructure, such asice plants for the Canada Winter Games,
may be surplus and could potentialy offer a solution for the Northern Victoria facility,
maximizing benefits, short and long term, of taxpayer resources,

Therefore be it resolved that all member of this House of Assembly ask the
government to explore partnership arrangements that may reduce projects costs, while
maximizing tax dollarsfor recreational purposes, such asthe Northern VictoriaCommunity
Centre.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.

Isit agreed?

It isagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Fisheries and Aquaculture.

RESOLUTION NO. 2613

HON. STERLING BELLIVEAU: Mr. Speaker, | hereby givenoticethat on afuture
day | shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Shelburne’s Charlotte Lane Café was the recipient of the Best Small
Restaurant Award by the Restaurant Association of Nova Scotia (RANS) on November 10,
2010; and

Whereas Charlotte L ane Café was sel ected for the award by the public and its peers,
topping the 27 nominations in the RANS Best Small Restaurant category; and
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Whereasproprietors Roland and Kathleen Glauser al ong with their staff continually
strive to create the ultimate dining experience in Shelburne’s higoric district, taking great
pride in the food they serve and the atmosphere they provide;

Therefore be it resolved that the House of Assembly congratulate Shelburne’'s
Charlotte Lane Café for receiving the Best Small Restaurant Award by the Restaurant
Association of Nova Scotia (RANS) on November 10, 2010.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waver.

Isit agreed?

Itisagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motionis carried.

The honourable member for Colchester North.

RESOLUTION NO. 2614

HON. KAREN CASEY : Mr. Speaker, | hereby givenoticethat onafutureday | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas tourism is of major importance to the economy of our province; and
Whereas many of the businesses and individual s who depend on the tourist industry
stand out because of their excellence in ensuring that touri sts receive the best our province

has to offer; and

Whereasthe Central Nova Tourism Association annually selectstheregion’sbest in
various categories;

Thereforebeit resolved that all membersof the House of Assembly congratul ate Jim
and Patricia Y orke, owners of the Hidden Hilltop Campground in Glenholme, Colchester
North, for receiving the Central Nova Tourism Association Ambassador Award.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.
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MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waver.
Isit agreed?
Itisagreed.
Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.
The honourable member for Truro-Bible Hill.
RESOLUTION NO. 2615

MS. LENORE ZANN: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give noticethat on afuture day | shal
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Albert L. Peppard received his B.Ed. in Physical Education in 1949, his
Mastersin Education in 1967, has written three books, and has been both ateacher and a
principal; and

WhereasMr. Peppard, besi des hisacademicaccomplishments, hasal sobeen directly
involved in various aspects of local sportsincluding baseball, hockey and basketball, both
as aplayer and as a coach; and

WhereasMr. Peppard has previously been named the Nova Scotia V olunteer of the
Y ear, wasinducted into the AcadiaHockey Honour Roll, aswell as having received various
other federal and provincial honours, including hislatest accolade of beinginducted into the
Colchester County Sports Hall of Fame;

Therefore be it resolved that the Nova Scotia Legislature congratul ate Albert L.
Peppard on his lifetime achievements including his recent induction into the Colchester
County Sports Hall of Fame and thank him for his many years of community involvement.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Isit agreed?

Itisagreed.
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Would &l those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motionis carried.

The honourable Leader of the Progressive Conservative Party.
RESOLUTION NO. 2616

HON. JAMIE BAILLIE: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Marie Mullally has today been named the new CEO of Credit Union
Atlantic; and

WhereasMs. Mullally hasprovided many years of public servicein Nova Scotiaas
CEO of the Nova Scotia Gaming Corporation, among other roles; and

Whereas Ms. Mullally is atalented executive in our province,

Thereforebeit resolved that all members of this House extend their congratul ations
to Ms. Mullaly and thank her for her service to the province.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.

Isit agreed?

Itisagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Transportation and Infrastructure Renewd.
RESOLUTION NO. 2617

HON. WILLIAM ESTABROOKS: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a
future day | shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas the |eadership devel opment students at Sir John A. Macdonald High
School are holding a walk-a-thon on December 12" to raise funds in the fight against
brain tumors; and
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Whereas these students have partnered with Brainchild, an organization dedicated
to raising funds and awareness for children with brain tumours; and

Whereas thisis also a community event with all encouraged to participate;

Therefore be it resolved that the Nova Scotia L egislature congratul ate and thank
the students of Sir John A. Macdonad High School and the community for their efforts
inraising funds in the fight against brain tumours in children.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.

Isit agreed?

Itisagreed.

Would al those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motionis carried.

The honourable member for Pictou East.

RESOLUTION NO. 2618

MR. CLARRIE MACKINNON: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on afuture
day | shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas on November 20, 2010, the Pictou County Health Authority was named
Pictou County Employer of the Year through the Pictou County Chamber of Commerce
Annual Achievement Awards; and

Whereas the Pictou County Hedth Authority was aso recently identified as one of
Nova Scotia s top employers through Mediacorp Canada; and

Whereas these distinctions are tributes to the leadership and collaboration of the
CEO, staff, board of directors, unions, foundations, auxiliary, and community partners,

Therefore be it resolved that dl members of the Nova Scotia House of Assembly
congratul ate the Pictou County Health Authority onitsrecent recognitions as Pictou County
Employer of the Year and one of Nova Scotia's top employers at the local and nationd
levels.
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Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.
MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waver.
Isit agreed?
Itisagreed.
Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.
The honourable member for Queens.
RESOLUTION NO. 2619

MS. VICKI CONRAD: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give noticetha on afutureday | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas the Winds of Change presented The Vagina Monologues at the Astor
Theatre in Queens County for the very first time with both seasoned actorsand newbiesin
October 2010; and

Whereas The Vagina Monologues isaproduction used to serve asamessage against
violenceand it has become a celebration of support for women and girlsto have avoice; and

Whereasthe play isadynamic forcein support of women and girlsdl over theworld
and the cast includes Kathryn Killam, Hannah Miller, Winnifred McCarthy, Libby
Broadbent, Erika McMahon, Ashley Burns, Brittany Wentzdl-Verge, Jen Samson, Sara
McKinnon, Sue Beaumont-Rudderham, Pam Samson, Stacy Smith, Anne Swim, Karen
Seamone, and Sandy Blaxland;

Thereforebeit resolved that this House of Assembly of Nova Scotia recognize and
congratul ate the cast of the Winds of Change production of The Vagina Monologues, held
at the Astor Theatre in Queens County, which serves the message against violence and has
become a celebration of support for women and girlsto have a voice.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waver.

Isit agreed?

It isagreed.
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Would &l those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motionis carried.

| want to point out to honourable members that some of the resolutions are getting
alittle bit long. | just ask that perhaps you keep them within areasonable context.

The honourable member for Richmond.
RESOLUTION NO. 2620

HON. MICHEL SAMSON: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day
| shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas the 2010 Richmond Amateur Baseball Association championship
tournament was held at the Petit-de-Grat ballfield with teams from LittleL’ Anse, Petit-de-
Grat, Louisdale, and Port Hawksbury competing; and

Whereas the Petit-de-Grat Red Caps won the tournament, capturing their 13"
consecutive Richmond Amateur Baseball Association title; and

Whereasthe Petit-de-Grat Red Capsteam consisted of Mark Samson, Warren Olsen,
Shaun Boudreau, Barry Marchand, Richard Boudreau, Julien Boudreau, Broady Samson,
Don Fougere, Scott Samson, David Paupin, Maurice Boudreau, Jake Boudreau, Devin
Landry, Real Boudreau, Hubert David, and Godfrey Samson;

Therefore be it resolved that the members of this House of Assembly congratulate
the Petit-de-Grat Red Caps on capturing their 13" consecutive Richmond Amateur Basebal |
Association title and wish them continued success.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.

Isit agreed?

Itisagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.
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The honourable member for Cole Harbour-Eastern Passage.

[1:45 p.m.]
RESOLUTION NO. 2621

MS. BECKY KENT: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on afuture day | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Cow Bay resident, Jeff Domm, a well established artist and community
activist, hasillustrated over 30 wildlife books, painted portraits of endangered species and
created various interpretive museum projects, working closely with the Department of
Fisheries and Oceans and Environment Canada; and

Whereas Jeff has been teaching and illustrating at Nova Scotia College of Art and
Designfor over 17 yearsand isthe proud illustrator of award winning bookssuch asAtlantic
Puffin - Little Brother of the North, children’s book and Nova Scotia Birds; and

Whereas Jeff was the primary artig in the reproduction of the Clyde Henneberry
painting, The Captain Kent, a celebration of alocal artist in Eastern Passage;

Therefore be it resolved that this Nova Scotia House of Assembly commend local
artist Jeff Domm of Cow Bay for hisongoing contributionsto hislocal community and wish
him every successin hisoutstanding artistic career, in particular hisdedication to the natural
environments in Nova Scotia.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.

Isit agreed?

It isagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable member for Antigonish.

RESOLUTION NO. 2622

MR. MAURICE SMITH: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:
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Whereas Lucille Harper, Executive Director of the Antigonish Women's Resource
Centreand Sexual Assault Services Association, isalongtime advocate for womenand girls
within the community and across the province; and

Whereason October 18, 2010, HisExcellency the Right Honourabl e David Johnston,
Governor General of Canada, presented L ucille Harper with the Governor General’sAward
in Commemoration of the Persons Case for her work with women and girls; and

Whereas while the Governor General’ s Awards were presented to Ms. Harper and
four other individuals, Ms. Harper emphasizes that her award represents the work that she
and many cthers have done, both within the community and across the province;

Therefore be it resolved that the members of the House extend congratul ations to
Lucille Harper on being named a laureate of the Governor Genera’s Award in
Commemoration of the Persons Case and thank her for her dedication and continued work
on behalf of women and girls across the province.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waver.

Isit agreed?

Itisagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

Themotionis carried.

The honourable member for Lunenburg.

MS. PAM BIRDSALL: Mr. Speaker, I'd like to make an introduction.

MR. SPEAKER: Certainly.

MS. BIRDSALL: I'dliketowelcome today one of my favourite constituents, David
Young, in the gallery above. He is a member of our local NDP executive, a long-time
employee of Canada Post, a very talented local actor who shares his time with the South

Shore Players. I’ d like everyone to give him awarm welcome today. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Lunenburg West.
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RESOLUTION NO. 2623

MR. GARY RAMEY: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on afutureday | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas M's. Mae Forbes of Bridgewater celebrated her 100™ birthday on October
13, 2010; and

WhereasMs. Mae Forbes, who attributes her longevity to a happy marriage, is still
activein her community, volunteering two afternoons aweek withthe South Shore Regional
Hospital Auxiliary with which she has served for 72 years; and

Whereas Ms. Mae Forbes exemplifies the very best qualities of a citizen of Nova
Scotia, namely being kind, generous, unselfish and caring to all in her community;

Thereforebeit resol vedthat all membersof thisHouse of Assembly congratulate Ms.
Mae Forbes on the occasion of her 100" birthday and thank her for being such a valuable
member of her community.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.

Isit agreed?

Itisagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable member for Hammonds Plains-Upper Sackville.

RESOLUTION NO. 2624

MR.MATWHYNOTT: Mr. Speaker, | hereby givenoticethat on afutureday | shal
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Nikki Payne, one of Canada s moreoriginal comics, hailsoriginally from
Sackville Estates in Lower Sackville; and
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Whereas she is the recipient of three Canadian Comedy Awards, two nominations
for Geminis, her Comedy Inc. special on CTV was one of the network’s most viewed
programs and she has gppeared on NBC'’s Last Comic Standing and various MuchMusic
programs;, and

Where she is truly an inspiration for young people and aspiring comics and is a
perfect example of how, with hard work, determination and perseverance, the youth across
our province can achieve their wildest dreams;

Therefore be it resolved that the House of Assembly congratulate Nikki Payne of
Lower Sackville on her unarguable success in the Canadian comedy scene and wish her
continued success in her career.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waver.

Isit agreed?

It isagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

Themotion is carried.

The honourable member for Kings North.

RESOLUTION NO. 2625

MR. JJM MORTON: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereasthe Royal Canadian Legion Cadet of Excellenceisawarded in recognition
of individual endeavours which meet or enhance the aims of the cadet movement; and

Whereas the selection process is based on factors such as the cadet’ s participation
in providing community service events, being recognized by peers and supervisorsand for
providing comradeship and morale; and

Whereas Charles Huntley of the Kings 2444 Army Cadet Corps was recently
presented with the Royal Canadian Legion Cadet of Excellence Award,;
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Therefore be it resolved that the members of the Nova Scotia House of Assembly
congratul ate Cadet CharlesHuntley on being arecipient of the Royal Canadian Legion Cadet
of Excellence Award.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waver.

Isit agreed?

Itisagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable member for Lunenburg.

RESOLUTION NO. 2626

MS. PAM BIRDSALL: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give noticethat on afutureday | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Nova Scotians have a long history of generosity and community
involvement, supporting those in their communities who have to go without; and

Whereas the Lunenburg Shoes For Kids campaign, which aims to provide high-
quality footwear for children who cannot afford it, was started 10 yearsago by Ann O’ Dowd
and has been carried on by many volunteers over the years, such as Janet Mason, Beverly
Cluett, Chrissy Stubbs, Kevin Lohnes and Rose Ann Higgins; and

Whereas the Shoes For Kids campaign continues in its 10" year by providing
Christmas wreaths to local homes and businesses, with all the proceeds going towards the
purchase of high-quality footwear for children in need;

Thereforebeit resolved that thisHouse of Assembly recognizetheimportance of the
volunteer work done by the Shoes For Kids campaign and commend this group on their
dedication to providing for those in need in the community.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waver.
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Isit agreed?

It isagreed.

Would &l those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of African Nova Scotian Affairs on an introduction.

HON. PERCY PARIS: Mr. Speaker, I’d like to bring the attention of the House to
the gallery opposite. We are joined today by Councillor Dawn Sloane and actually
Councillor Sloane is with us today as she was hoping to witness the tabling of a bill but
councillor, it has already been tabled with respect to the Heritage Act. The briefing took a
little longer than expected and I'd like to ask the House to extend a warm welcome to
Councillor Sloane. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Guysborough-Sheet Harbour.
RESOLUTION NO. 2627

MR. JM BOUDREAU: Mr. Speaker, | hereby givenoticethat onafutureday | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereasfor the past 50 years, Murphy’ s Camping on the Ocean has been nestled in
the 7" generation historic fishing settlement of Murphy Cove on the Eastern Shore; and

Whereas over the years the Murphy family, according to folklore, provided awide
variety of goods that included salt fish, rum, moonshine, marine provisons, farm produce,
lobsters and fresh fish to friends and visitors alike, and while they may still carry on afew
of those fabled traditions, their guests now enjoy nightly campfires, complete with fresh
steamed mussels, singsongs and storytelling from days gone by; and

Whereas Murphy’ s Camping on the Ocean marked their 50-year Anniversary with
aspecial celebration held on August 20, 21, and 22, 2010;

Therefore be it resolved that the members of this House of Assembly congratul ate
Brian, Marilyn, and the entire Murphy family for 50 years of treating tourists and visitors
to their much-appreciated Murphy’s Law, “We will do our very best to make your stay a
pleasant one,” and wish the Murphy family continued success in their future endeavours.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.
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MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waver.
Isit agreed?
Itisagreed.
Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.
The honourable Minister of Community Services.
RESOLUTION NO. 2628

HON. DENISE PETERSON-RAFUSE: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give noticethat on a
future day | shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas December 11, 2010, will be the annual Western Shore and Didrict
Volunteer Fire Department banquet and awards presentation; and

Whereaswhen afirefighter receivesacall to attend at afire or accident he or sheis
never sureif they will return home safe and unharmed from the callout; and

Whereason December 11, 2010, Roger S. Hiltz and Michael C. Slauenwhite will be
recognizedfor 25 years of dedicated serviceand Terry H. Zwicker will be recognized for 40
years of dedicated service to the Western Shore and District Volunteer Fire Department;

Therefore be it resolved that the members of this House of Assembly congratul ate
Roger S. Hiltz, Michael C. Slauenwhite, and Terry H. Zwicker for their support of their fire
department and the community of Western Shore.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waver.

Isit agreed?

It isagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.
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The honourable Minister of Fisheries and Aquaculture.
RESOLUTION NO. 2629

HON. STERLING BELLIVEAU: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give noticethat on afuture
day | shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereasthe Municipdity of the District of Barrington was presentedwiththe M odel
Volunteer Community of the Y ear Award at the Provincial Volunteer Banquet on April 12,
2010; and

Whereasthisaward ispresented annually to the community that has shown ongoing
continued support of its volunteersin a number of ways, including support of projects that
have enhanced the community, making it a better placeto live; and

Whereas the Model Volunteer Community of the Year Award is a one-time life
achievement award,;

Thereforebeit resolved that this House of Assembly congratulate the Municipality
of the District of Barrington for being presented with the Model Volunteer Community of
the Year Award at the Provincial Volunteer Banquet on April 12, 2010.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.

Isit agreed?

Itisagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motionis carried.

The honourable member for Truro-Bible Hill.

RESOLUTION NO. 2630

MS. LENORE ZANN: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that onafutureday | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Alan Syliboy is an accomplished artist whose creations draw from his
Mi’kmaqg culture and heritage; and
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Whereas Mr. Syliboy was commissioned for a mural for the Vancouver 2010
Olympic Games, and

Whereas Mr. Syliboy was selected as one of five finalists for the Lieutenant
Governor Arts Award,;

Thereforebeit resolved that thisNova Scotia L egislature congratul ate Alan Syliboy
for his beautiful, artistic creations that contribute to Mi’ kmag - and indeed, Nova Scotian -
culture and heritage and thank him for having Canada and Nova Scotia beautifully
represented through his artistic endeavours.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.

Isit agreed?

Itisagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motionis carried.

The honourable member for Cole Harbour-Eastern Passage.

RESOLUTION NO. 2631

MS. BECKY KENT: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on afuture day | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Chad Liebold, a youth of Eastern Passage and local swimmer from the
Dartmouth Manta Ray Swim Club, earned a silver medal at the 2010 Ken Dunn
Championships held June 4" to 6™ in Halifax; and

Whereas Chad qualified for the 2010 Group Nationals for his age group being held
in July in Winnipeg; and

Whereas Chad Liebold’ stime of 1:16.08 earned him aspot in the men’ s 13-14, 100-
metre breaststroke;

Thereforebeit resolved that thisNova Scotia House of Assembly congratul ate Chad
Liebold of Eastern Passagefor winning asilver medal at the 2010 K en Dunn Championships
in Halifax, and for earning a spot on the 2010 National Swim Competition in Winnipeg,
Manitoba.
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Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.
[2:00 p.m.]
MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waver.
Isit agreed?
It isagreed.
Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.
The honourable member for Antigonish.
RESOLUTION NO. 2632

MR. MAURICE SMITH: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereasin September 1997, 80 per cent of theworld’ snations entered intothe Mine
Ban Treaty, which established an international standard in rejecting anti-personnel mines;
and

Whereas on November 24, 2010, members of the International Campaign to Ban
Landminesreleased L andmine Monitor 2010, an annual survey on the progressin effortsto
eradicate landmines; and

Whereasthe Landmine Monitor 2010 report indicatesthat landmine casualtiesinthe
previousyear were the lowest since annual monitoring began in 1999 and nearly 200 square
kilometres of land was cleared of landmines in 2009;

Therefore be it resolved that the members of the House applaud the work of the
members of the International Campaign to Ban Landmines and the signatories to the Mine
Ban Treaty for their continued diligence and efforts to eradicate anti-personnel mines.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.

Isit agreed?

It isagreed.
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Would &l those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.
The honourable Minister of African Nova Scotian Affairs on an introduction.

HON. PERCY PARIS: Mr. Speaker, again, I’ dliketo draw the attention of theHouse
to the gallery opposite. We had some time delays during a bill briefing today and they
wanted to come over and witness the introduction of abill pertaining to the Heritage Act.
| can stand herein my place and say that the bill has already been introduced and with that,
I’ll introduce them instead.

We are joined today in the House by Carla Wheaton, cultural resource manager for
Parks CanadaMainland Nova Scotia- | will ask them to stand as| call out their names; Peter
Delefes, president of Heritage Trust Nova Scotia - and certainly Mr. Delefes is no stranger
to the House, Brian Cuthbertson, vice-chair, Minister’s Advisory Council on Heritage
Property; Lyle Goldberg, policy analyst, Union of Nova Scotia Municipalities; Halifax
Regional Municipality’s Maggie Holm, heritage planner; and Councillor Lorele Nicoll,
District 4. Would the House please join me and give them awarm welcome. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: We welcome al of our visitors here this afternoon and hope they
enjoy the proceedings of the House.

The honourable member for Hammonds Plains-Upper Sackville.
RESOLUTION NO. 2633

MR.MATWHYNOTT: Mr. Speaker, | hereby givenoticethat onafutureday | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas 12 African Nova Scotian teens, including Hammonds Plans residents
Vernisha Matheson and Ariel Gough, have filmed a documentary entitled Still Here: A
Journey to Triumph, which re-enactsthe journey of the province' searly Black settlers; and

Whereas the idea sparked from an educational visit to Birchtown, the place where
in 1783, Black Loyalists first touched Nova Scotia soil; and

Whereas the documentary, which includes a title song from Cherry Brook’s Gary
Beals, will show three timesthroughout November in HRM and all proceeds go towardsthe
Build a Bridge Y outh Society to deveop youth projects;
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Therefore be it resolved that this House of Assembly congratulate the 12 African
Nova Scotian teens on the success of their documentary, Still Here: A Journey to Triumph,
which re-enacts an important part of Nova Scotian history and benefits the Build a Bridge
Y outh Society.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waver.

Isit agreed?

Itisagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable member for Kings North.

RESOLUTION NO. 2634

MR. JJM MORTON: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on afuture day | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas SOAR, Survivorsof Abuse Recovering, isavolunteer-driven, community-
based, peer counselling program for survivors of childhood sexual abuse, with a 17-year
history of service to Nova Scotians; and

Whereas SOAR promotes insight into survivor issues through educationd
workshops, presentations and seminars; and

Whereas SOAR isa2010 recipient of aMeaningful Involvement ConsumersAward,
established by the Nova Scotia Department of Health to recognize providers that
demonstrate authentic, active and meaningful input in the planning, implementation and
evaluation of mental health services;

Thereforebeit resolved that the Nova ScotiaHouse of Assembly congratulate SOAR
on being a 2010 recipient of the Meaningful Involvement Consumers Award and thank
SOAR for itslong and dedicated service to survivors of childhood sexual abuse and wish
SOAR every successinits ongoing work with survivors and all Nova Scotians.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.



4438 ASSEMBLY DEBATES WED., DEC. 1, 2010

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waver.

Isit agreed?

Itisagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Service Nova Scotia and Municipal Relations on an
introduction.

HON. RAMONA JENNEX: Mr. Speaker, It is my absolute pleasure to bring

everyone' sattentionto our east gallery to introduceEric Smith. Eric Smithisan independent
AIDS activist and, in my words, Eric, you are a Nova Scotia hero. (Standing Ovation)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Lunenburg.
RESOLUTION NO. 2635

MS. PAM BIRDSALL: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give noticethat on afutureday | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Mr. Vernon Oickle, Editor of Lighthouse Media Group, has always had a
fascination with folklore, superstitions and ghosts, inspiring hislatest book called One Crow
Sorrow, taken from the popular superstitious phrase; and

Whereas One Crow Sorrow is the 13" book and second novel published by Mr.
Oickle, having also produced works of non-fiction, photo books and collections of stories;
and

WhereasOne Crow Sorrow, published by Bryler Publications, based in Chester, was
appropriately launched on October 30, 2010, just one day before Halloween;

Thereforebeit resol ved that thisHouse of Assembly congratulateMr. VernonQOickle
on the publication of hissecond novel, One Crow Sorrow, whichissureto delight and scare
his readers.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.
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Isit agreed?
It isagreed.
Would &l those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motionis carried.
The honourable member for Guysborough-Sheet Harbour.
RESOLUTION NO. 2636

MR.JM BOUDREAU: Mr. Speaker, | hereby givenoticethat onafutureday | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereasthe Halifax Regional Municipality held aceremony on October 6, 2010, to
honour firefighters for their exemplary service; and

Whereas firefighters and volunteer firefighters dedicate many hours of selfless
service to their communities; and

Whereas Sterling Burgoyne received his 40-year and 30-year federal Exemplary
Service Bars, 20-year federal Exemplary Service Medal, as well as his 25-year provincial
Long Service Medal at the October 6" ceremony;

Thereforebe it resolved that the members of this House of Assembly thank Sterling
Burgoyne for his 40-plus years of service as a firefighter in his community and wish him
every successin his future endeavours.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Isit agreed?

It isagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable member for Queens.
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RESOLUTION NO. 2637

MS. VICKI CONRAD: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give noticethat on afutureday | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Pamela Ditchoff has just had her fourth novel, Princess Beast, published
digitally; and

Whereasthe book brings closureto Mrs. Beast, an earlier novel, and Princess Beast
has come full circle and completed the fairy tale; and

Whereaspublishing Princess Beast digitally allows readersto download the e-book
on to their computers;

Thereforebe it resolved that the House of Assembly congratul ate Pamela Ditchoff
on the recent digital publication of her novel Princess Beast and wish her luck with her
writing career in the future.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waver.

Isit agreed?

It isagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Agriculture.

RESOLUTION NO. 2638

HON. JOHN MACDONELL: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give noticethat onafuture day
| shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereassuicideisan entirely unnecessary and devastating choice by peopleincrisis;
and

Whereasthe Freddi Ford Awardisgiven by the Canadian Mental Health Association,
in partnership with the Canadian Associaion of Suicide Prevention, each year to an
outstanding volunteer who has been actively involved in supporting survivors of suicide
attempts; and
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Whereas Marie Sack of Indian Brook has been awarded the Freddi Ford Award;

Therefore be it resolved that this House of Assembly congratulate Marie Sack and
thank her for her outstanding work in counsdling members of her community who are in
Crisis.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.

Isit agreed?

Itisagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.

As we get ready to go into Oral Question Period, just a friendly reminder that all
guestions and answersare to be directed here through the Chair, no electronic equipment is
to be on at any time during Question Period. The time now is2:12 p.m. - we will go then
until 3:43 p.m.

ORDERS OF THE DAY
ORAL QUESTION PUT BY MEMBERS
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Leader of the Official Opposition.
PREM.: UNION CERTIFICATION - SECRET BALLOT

HON. STEPHEN MCNEIL: Mr. Speaker, the matter of how unions are created in
Nova Scotiaisan issue that profoundly mattersto organized labour, private companies and
non-unionized workers. Approximately 90 per cent of businesses in the private sector in
Nova Scotiaare not unionized. The practice of asecret, private ballot iscurrently at the heart
of the certification process in Nova Scotia. So my question for the Premier is, will you
commit to keeping the secret ballot process for union certification during the term of your
mandate?

THEPREMIER: Mr. Speaker, we' rededing now with somelegislationthat isbefore
the House with respect to the Trade Union Act. W€ re going to wait until those matters are
complete and they include, for example, matters with respect to reviews of trade union
legislation.
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MR. MCNEIL: Mr. Speaker, his response is why Nova Scotians are nervous about
that bill. The vast majority of private businessesinNova Scotiaare non-union or open shop.
With the exception of the Public Service, the vast majority of workersare not unionized. So
my question tothe Premier is, do you believe that an open shop or non-unionized workplace
in this province can be the preferred option for workers?

THE PREMIER: Absolutely.

MR. MCNEIL: Mr. Speaker, if this government is committed publicly to making
further changestothelabour practicesinthisprovince, it already made some changesearlier
this Fall such asthe definition of a union member. In some cases changes have been made
without consultation with all Nova Scotians affected by those changes. So my question to
the Premier is, will you commit to public consultation with non-union workers and non-
union employers before any changes are made to the Labour Standards?

THE PREMIER: Well, Mr. Speaker, in fact, as the member opposite knows, that is
exactly what the substance of the bill is with respect to consultation; in fact, it sets up a
committee whose whole purpose is consultation.

[2:15p.m.]
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable L eader of the Progressive Conservative Party.
PREM.: LAWS - LBR. FRIENDLY CHANGES

HON.JAMIEBAILLIE: Mr. Speaker, my questionisfor the Premier. On September
7,2009, Premier Dexter promised “anew relationship with the province’ sunion.” | havetwo
documents, which | will table, that contain that quote.

WEeéll, there is one promise that the Premier has, in fact, kept because we are now
seeing the true impact of that promise. Politicd donations have been returned, government
pensions have been topped up, total job security has been provided and now, thisweek, even
more concessions. My questionto the Premier is, what other labour-friendly changesto the
province' slawsisyour government contemplating making, and can you assure this House
today that there are none?

THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, we are having a difficult time right now with the
province' s finances, and many of those things that you have mentioned, in fact, have not
been warmly received by labour. In fact, it was difficult, particularly around the pension
changes, to makewhat werevery, very difficult decisions. | don’t take any of those decisions
very lightly. What | can tell him isthat | intend to work as hard as | can to make sure that
we have good, stable labour relations in this province.
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MR. BAILLIE: Mr. Speaker, if “ stable” means give them everything they want, then
| suspect the Premier is correct. Nova Scotians are finding it very strange that this
government over-consults on many things but then tries to sweep labour-friendly
amendments under the rug - | guess that’ s another way that we can interpret the Premier’s
promise of anew relationship with organized labour, as |’ ve already tabled.

My question to the Premier is, will you commit to full consultation with all groups,
unionized, non-unionized, open shop, closed shop, before any more changes come forward
to the province's labour laws?

THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, the whol e point isto make surethat the kind of thing
that happened with the Labour Standards Code never happens again in this province, that
there is, in fact, appropriate consultation on changes that can affect the stability of this
province.

MR. BAILLIE: Mr. Speaker, what isimportant hereisthat someone stand up for the
public interest and not some hidden special interest - and that is what the Premier was
elected to do. Nova Scotians are now aware that it is they, the taxpayers, that will pay the
ultimate price for this new special relationship that the Premier promised in the form of
higher taxes, more bureaucracy and abigger, more comfortable bureaucracy. So it turns out
that what the Premier really meant in the last el ection campaign was a better deal for today’ s
unions.

My guestion to the Premier is, will you finally put the people first, including the
over-burdened taxpayer, and stop the secret hidden agenda that was finally and luckily
exposed thisweek for dl to see?

THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, if you cal putting something in a bill for the
Opposition Partiesto see being somehow secretive, | supposeyou’ rewilling to attribute that
to absolutely anything. Thereality isthat the changesin the bill are good - they’ re good for
Nova Scotia, and they are good for labour stability in this province.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Leader of the Official Opposition.
PREM. - EDUC.: PLAN - DETAILS

HON. STEPHEN MCNEIL: Mr. Speaker, we are now into week five of thisHouse
sitting and this government has avoided discussing most of the major issues of concern to
Nova Scotians; in particular, this government’ sunilateral dictate to school boardsto cut 22
per cent fromtheir budget. This government has brushed off parents' concerns, cdling this
22 per cent cut a planning exercise. Meanwhile, school boards are discussing cuts to the
classroom. My question to the Premier is, why are you creating chaosin our school system
as an exercise? What is your real plan for education in this province?
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THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, our real plan isto make sure that we get the books of
this province back to balance.

MR. MCNEIL: Mr. Speaker, on the backs of our children. School boards are now in
the planning stage for next year’s budget. They need to make decisions now on what next
year’ sschool will ook like for students. We have long advocated for multi-year funding for
school boards to prevent last-minute chopping of programs, yet this government has made
things much worse by dumping a 22 per cent exercise right in the middle of this year's
planning for next year. My question for the Premier is, can you tell this House how you
expect school boards to cut 22 per cent from their budgets without affecting students?

THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, over the last 10 yearsthe student population of this
province has dropped by almost 30,000 students. What we want the school boardsto do is
to take leadership in understanding that we have to be able to balance the books in this
province, that they need to be a part of that. We have asked them - in fact, we' ve asked the
leadership in those wards to be part of the solution.

MR. MCNEIL: Mr. Speaker, the Premier knows, or he should know, that the Hogg
formula takes into account that drop in student population and distributing that money
equitably across Nova Scotia. In the first 18 months of this government they added $1.7
billion to the debt. They’ veincreased program spending by 9 per cent inyear one, 7 per cent
in year two (Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. The honourable Leader of the Official Opposition
has the floor.

MR. MCNEIL: That’sokay, I'll start over, Mr. Speaker. Inthefirst 18 monthsof this
government they added $1.7 billion to the debt. They have increased program spending by
9 per cent inyear one, 7 per cent in year two, but now they’ ve asked school boardsto cut 22
per cent. My question to the Premier is, if you can’t get your spending under control, why
do you expect school boards to do your dirty work?

THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, as usual, the Leader of the Official Opposition is
completely wrong withhisnumbers. Infact, it wasthosemembers over there, when wewere
trying to exercise wage restraint, who were bringing people into the gallery and pointing
their fingers and yelling at us for making sure that we were bringing these matters back
under control.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Bedford-Birch Cove.
PREM.: POST-SECONDARY EDUC. - O°’NEILL REPT.

MS. KELLY REGAN: Mr. Speaker, when asked about his plansto raise tuition the
Premier said last week that Nova Scotiahas“. . . one of the worst student aid programsin
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thecountry ... What weintend to do isensurethat accessibility to education in thisprovince
remains a priority of the government.” Now, the Premier specifically avoided the question
of raising tuition. My question to the Premier is, how doesthe O’ Neill report, in specifically
allowing tuition to increase, promote access to post-secondary education?

THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, if you don’t have the money to pay tuition, if you
don’t have accessto fundsto be ableto support your education, it really doesn’t matter what
thetuition levelsare. They can be aslow asyou want. If you can't afford to go and you have
No access to asd stance, then you don’t get in. That iswhy it’ simportant to ensure that there
isaproper student assistance program.

MS. REGAN: Mr. Speaker, I'm assuming that the Premier is implying that the
O’ Neill report, whichiswhat | asked him about, actualy does address access. That’ s pretty
funny, because last week at a public meeting O’ Nelll told the audience that he did not
addressaccessto post-secondary education. Infact, the O’ Neill report focuseson raisingthe
debt cap for higher debt burdens. Allowing higher debt level swill not encourage moreof our
young people to access post-secondary education. So the student financial aid review the
minister is doing does not look at tuition fees, and student groups are saying that the
government is spinning the consultations as being adequate for outreach to students.

Just four short years ago, the Leader of the Official Opposition and his caucus
launched an on-line petition site, cutthefees.ca., and on September 23, 2006 (I nterruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: Order, order. Honourable member, do you have a question?

MS. REGAN: | do. Well | hope | get an answer, Mr. Speaker. On September 23,
2006, the member for Cole Harbour said that more government funding should go totuition
and there should be needs-based grants put in place so that sudents with even the most
modest income levels don’'t graduate with a huge debt . . .

MR. SPEAKER: Question, please. Question.

MS. REGAN: Why is it okay to be on the sde of students when you are in
Opposition and then ignore them when you go into government?

THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, thanksto this caucus over here when we were sitting
over there, we brought forward a bill that ensures that the federal money that was brought
to the province went to the benefit of the students. That’ swhat wedid in order to bring down
tuition rates in this province - that’ s the record of this Party.

MS. REGAN: Mr. Speaker, afew of the people on this side of the House were there
then and they know the truth, and that wasn't it.
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The fact is, Mr. Speaker, we don’'t know what the Premier’s intention is when it
comesto the future of our post-secondary education system because he won’t respond to the
O’ Nelll report, he won't tell us what his plans are for pending MOU negotiations, and
students are left wondering whether they’ re going to get a seet at the table.

Since the O’ Neill report was commissioned by the Premier, my question to the
Premier is, will he give usaformal responseto the O’ Neill report before this House rises?

THE PREMIER: It's amazing, Mr. Speaker. On the one hand they complain about
the lack of consultation and on the other hand they complain about too much consultation.
We're going to continue the consultation on that report and we are going to make sure that
we have an appropriate response, one that takes into consideration the views of all the
stakeholders.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Victoria-The Lakes.
TCH: TOURISM MARKETING STRATEGY - DETAILS

MR. KEITH BAIN: Mr. Speaker, my question through you is to the Minister of
Tourism, Culture and Heritage. In July of this year the Province of Prince Edward Island
found a unique way to attract visitors to the province and the rest of Atlantic Canada by
embarking on acreativetourism endeavour. By bringing Regisand Kelly tothelsland, P.E.I.
boosted their position in the Atlantic market, as reportsindicate there was $22.9 millionin
direct economic spinoffs created in the province. This all happened with the economy in
decline, yet P.E.I. Tourism led the way by thinking outside the box. So my question to the
minister is, are events like this part of your broader tourism marketing strategy?

HON. PERCY PARIS: I’m proud to say that tourism figuresin the Province of Nova
Scotia, asto the end of October (Interruptions) Mr. Speaker, tourism numbersto the end of
October are dlightly up overall, all over the province. There are some places within Nova
Scotia where they were down; there are some places that were up. Overall, tourism is up.
Tourismisa$1.8 billionindustry in Nova Scotia. Thisyear tourism will likely approach $2
billion. The visitation of cruise shipsin Halifax isup 22 per cent; the cruise ship traffic is
up 15 per cent in Sydney. Asfar as special eventsgo, we do that.

[2:30 p.m.]

MR. BAIN: Mr. Speaker, on May 26" | sent aletter to the minister asking if Nova
Scotiahad placed abid on having the Regis and Kelly show come to Nova Scotia. On July
9™, 1 received aresponse from the minister where he indicated that, indeed, his department
did not participatein the process. He also said that given the fiscal environment, funding for
such an initiative would have to come from existing budgets and he felt that this would
negatively impact other areas of marketing and programming.
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Well, Mr. Speaker, those areas of marketing referenced by the minister are nothing
to be proud of thisyear. Infact, the return on investment isapaltry 8 per cent declinein the
U.K., 7 per cent fewer western Canadians and 2 per cent fewer Americans. My guestion
through you to the minister is, please explain how such an uniqueinvestment such asthe one
embarked upon by P.E.I. isany worse for Nova Scotians than the dismal numbersyou’ re so
proud to stand by this year?

MR. PARIS:. Mr. Speaker, the honourable member opposite is quoting some
numbers, and he quoted some negative numbers, but he didn’t quote that the German
visitation isup 5 per cent. He doesn’t quote about Atlantic Canada, how the visitation isup
with the stay home vacation. The honourable member talks about Regis and Kelly. As he
guotes about Regis and Kelly, I’m surprised he’ s not talking about the final analysis. What
wasthefinal outcomewith that endeavour by the Province of Prince Edward Island? Do you
know what? We are different. What worksin P.E.I., may not work in Nova Scotiaand vice
versa. We are doing a good job at tourism. In the last two days we just had the annual
meeting with TIANS and our stakeholders are very happy with what we' re doing.

MR. BAIN: Mr. Speaker, if the minister had been listening about figures, he would
have heard that therewere $22.9 millionin direct economic spinoffscreatedin P.E.1.. Again,
my guestion through you is to the Minister of Tourism, Culture and Heritage. While we
congratulate P.E.1. for having the foresight to improve their tourism numbers, we fedl it's
necessary for this government to be ableto think outside the box aswell. My question to the
minister is, have you consulted with tourism operators to hear what innovative and unique
ideas they might be suggesting to improve Nova Scotia's stagnant position relating to
tourism in this province?

MR. PARIS: Mr. Speaker, | normally don’t stoop to thislevel, but I’m going to go
there. The honourable member talks about me not listening, well, I wishhe' d listen because
we have thought outside of the box. | made an announcement last month herein the House -
maybe hewasn’t herethat day - with respect to the African Diaspora Trail coming here next
year to the Province of Nova Scotiafor the first time. For the first time, we' ve got amajor
event (Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. The honourable Minister of Tourism, Culture and
Heritage has the floor.

MR. PARIS: For thefirst time, we' ve got amajor event involving people of African
descent from all over theworld. Now, he may not seethat asabig event, he may not see that
about (Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. The honourable Minister of Tourism, Culture and
Heritage.
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MR. PARIS: Hemay not seethat asthinking outside of the box, Mr. Speaker, but we
do.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Clayton Park.

HEALTH - ROSS REPT.: IMPLEMENTATION DELAY
- EXPLAIN

MS. DIANA WHALEN: Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Minister of Health.
Nova Scotians recently paid $100,000 for the Ross report, a report which was announced
with great fanfare and one that even had an interim report released in the Spring. Here we
are in December and we have yet to hear back from government as to the status. That has
Nova Scotians wondering whether al of it will be implemented, only certain sections, or
perhaps none at all. My question to the miniger is, could the minister tell usif thedelay in
responding to this report is a result of government attempting to calculate cost savings
associated with the report’ s implementation?

HON. MAUREEN MACDONALD: Mr. Speaker, | want to thank the honourable
member for the question. It hasbeen about five weeks since Dr. Ross rel eased hisreport. A
pieceof that report whichisyet to come arethe standards, the emergency carestandards. Dr.
Rosswill bereleasing those standards tomorrow and shortly after that wewill beresponding
to the totality of Dr. Ross' report.

MS. WHALEN: We're pleased to hear about tomorrow’ s announcement although
we want to see the full response to the Ross report which the miniger told us recently was
coming soon. W€ ve had that interim report, as we've said, and communities have been
waiting ever sincethefinal report cameout. DHAs are also waiting and health providersare
waiting for answers. My question to the minister is, will the minister’s response when it
comes in its totality provide answers to communities as to the status of their emergency
rooms or will they, once again, be left waiting for clear direction from the government?

MS. MAUREEN MACDONALD: Mr. Speaker, as| said and I've said in previous
Question Periods, our responseto Dr. Ross report will in fact come before thisHouse rises
for the Christmas break.

MS. WHALEN: Mr. Speaker, there's no question that in the minister’s response
we' |l be expecting to see afull implementation timetabl e. We know thejob is multi-faceted
and it will involve ensuring accessto primary health care, accessto emergency rooms 24/7,
standards and funding decisions. In other words, the report truly illustrates how integrated
our health care system is. My question to the minister is, who will be responsible for
implementing the Ross report? Will it be the minister herself, the DHAS, or someone else?
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MS.MAUREEN MACDONALD: Mr. Spesker, asthe honourablemember and other
members know, we have a system of providing health services where the planning and
policy arm is generally in the Ministry of Health and the actual implementation is at the
DHA level and with a variety of partners around the province. We will be working very
closely with al of our partnersin the implementation of this report. EHS, as the resolution
read in this House earlier today, that has had phenomenal successin their re-accreditation,
will be intimately involved aswill 811 and our physicians and health care providers.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Victoria-The Lakes.
TCH: TOURISM POLICY - DIRECTION

MR. KEITH BAIN: Mr. Speaker, again my question through you isto the Minister
of Tourism, Culture and Heritage. Two days ago the minister spoke at the annual TIANS
summit. The miniser's mixed messages left many in the crowd uncomfortable and
concerned about the government’ s vision for tourism in Nova Scotia. He talked about high
risks and high rewards while covering up the fact tha the tourism industry does not share
his opti mism.

Infact, Mr. Speaker, large properties say the room nights are down about 4 per cent
to 5 per cent while the minister says they’re steady. During his speech the minister talked
about doing things differently. Y et when his executive director was asked by reporterswhat
plans were in place to improve the 8 per cent decline in U.K. visitation, he responded that
there were no plans to change the department’ s market focus.

So, Mr. Speaker, my questionto theminister is, what rule do you actually haveinthe
department when it comes to directing tourism policy that generatesrevenue and improves
the stagnant tourism numbers we see before us?

HON. PERCY PARIS: Mr. Speaker, | remember acouple of nightsago, | remember
it very well, | remember the speech | made to TIANS. | was there again yesterday and
everyone | met up with last night and the day before congratulated me on the speech.
(Applause) They congratulated me on a great speech and they reminded methat . . .

MR. SPEAKER: Order, order.

MR. PARIS: . .. it wasrefreshing to them to have aminister come to their meeting,
not only with fresh ideas, but with honesty and integrity. (Applause)

MR. BAIN: Mr. Speaker, during what some tourism operators are calling the
minister's “do more with less” speech, he admitted his government’s failure and
abandonment of The Cat ferry and southwestern Nova Scotia. While the minister listed of f
hisgovernment’ sinvestment checklig, | have to wonder if he actually remembered that the
very tourism operators he put out of work weren’t actually there to hear it.
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My point isthat whilethisminister hasindicated that changeiscoming, he sat by for
18 months and did nothing to promote the industry. Mr. Speaker, through you to the
minister, what has taken you so long to realize that the numbers are stagnant, tourism
operatorsare fed up, and that tourism shouldn’t be the poor cousin to hisjet-setting ways?
(Applause)

MR. PARIS: Mr. Spesker, we've spent $400,000 that we invesed in Team
Southwest.

MR. SPEAKER: Order, order.

MR. PARIS: We invested in Yarmouth 250. Yarmouth is celebrating its 250"
Anniversary. We invested another $150,000 in that. We are investing money in tourism in
the Province of Nova Scotia. Despitewhat the Opposition may say, the morethey holler, the
better job | know I’'m doing.

MR. BAIN: Mr. Speaker, my final question, againthrough you, isto the Minister of
Tourism, Culture and Heritage. While the minister preached hispersonal “high risksequals
high rewards’ philosophy during aspeech, others sat stunned and confused, wondering how
hiswords will actually trandate into action. My final question to the minister is, what does
he mean by “high risks,” and what rewards does he expect to see come out of those risks?

MR. PARIS: Mr. Speaker, it seems like there’'s a lot of emphasis placed on my
speech that | made a couple of nights ago. One of the things that | said in that speech was
that we will work with the industry. Wewill collaborate with the industry. That’s what we
have been doing and that’ s what we will continue to do aswe build tourism in the Province
of Nova Scotia.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Richmond.
IMMIGRATION: STRATEGY - LACK EXPLAIN

HON. MICHEL SAMSON: Mr. Speaker, Nova Scotians have been without an
immigration strategy since July 2006. On Tuesday, November 17, 2009, the Minister of
Immigration appeared as a guest speaker at the Halifax Chamber of Commerce, where she
stated she hoped to have an immigration strategy for attracting peopl e to the province ready
by Spring. On March 25, 2010, the Speech from the Throne promised a new immigration
strategy to be launched later this year. Meanwhile, on July 24, 2010, an op-ed at the Cape
Breton Post had the Minister of Immigration stating, “ The province’s new immigration
strategy, to be released later this summer, will help grow our economy by significantly
increasing the number of immigrants coming to Nova Scotia.”
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My question to the Minister of Immigrationis, given that Nova Scotians have been
promised a strategy by your government on three different occasions, will you tell us why
we haven’t seen anew immigration strategy?

[2:45 p.m.]

HON. RAMONA JENNEX: Thank you for the question. | would like to say that |
recognizethequestionisavalid one. We have been working on theimmigration strategy and
| did say it was coming forward. We missed those timelines because we're just making very
surethat all components and all aspects that we can add to that strategy are in that strategy
and that we' ve done appropriate consultation around that, which we are continuing to do.

What | will say to the honourable member isthat we will be seeing theimmigration
strategy launched in the winter, | would say at the end of the wintertime period. Thank you.

MR. SAMSON: Mr. Speaker, this government made a commitment to actually
double the number of immigrants coming to our province. They have set atarget and yet
despite commitments on three separate occasions, they have yet to produce a road map as
to how they will get us there. We know that in 2008, 2,600 immigrants landed in Nova
Scotia, although the numbers who actually stayed here in our province remain unknown.
What we do know is that in 2009 these numbers declined to approximately 2,400.

Mr. Speaker, | don’'t think any Nova Scotian would consider that to be progress, so
again my question to the minister is, why do you continue delaying the implementation of
anew immigration strategy?

MS. JENNEX: | am saying we are not delaying it. There are many issues around
implementing an immigration strategy and one of those is that we have to work with the
federal government around our numbers. As you know, there is alimit to the amount of
numbers across the nation that each province can tap into, so we've been working
provincially, we' ve been working with all the other provinces, and at thefederal level to get
agreements around our levels. So that is one aspect of why there’ s been a bit of adelay on
that particular thing.

| would liketo | et you know, though, that we have been working on thisimmigration
strategy. | have weekly meetings and was talking with the executive director this morning.
Thisis something we are going to be putting forward in the winter and it will be avery good
strategy that we and all Nova Scotians can be proud of, to make sure that when people land
here they feel welcome and that we're able to make sure they are settled appropriately.
Thank you.

MR. SAMSON: Mr. Speaker, this government set a target to actually double the
amount of immigrants coming to our province - from 2,600 to 5,200 - which is quite an
ambitious target, difficult to achieve when you don’t have a strategy as to how you are
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actually going to get there. To make matters worse, since assuming power, whichisamost
ayear and ahalf now, this government has actually seen the amount of immigrants coming
to our province decline, rather than increase.

Mr. Speaker, if we are to build our economy, bring skilled workers to our province,
address labour shortages and deal with both our population decline and the fact that our
population is getting older, we clearly need anew plan and we need it now. It has been 2006
sincewe have had animmigration strategy in our province, sol’mwondering if the minister
would be so kind, since she hasmissed three previous dates, could she be abit more specific
astowhat exactly she meansby before the end of winter, when will Nova Scotians seeanew
strategy from her department?

MS. JENNEX: Just becausetheimmigration strategy isnot out inthe public domain
does not mean that immigration has been sitting idle. | would like to push back on the
comment that our numbersaredown. We have actually met our targetsalready thisyear. The
retention rate of immigrantsin Nova Scotiais at 62 per cent and we want to make sure that
increases over the next couple of years. Because we don’t have that immigration strategy
does not mean that we are not working, on adaily basis, to make sure that we are attracting
immigrants to come to Nova Scotia.

We've added a new stream, with the agri-food sector stream, in the last couple of
weeks. People havebeen over inthe U.K. and Wales- well, they’ ve beeninthe U.K. We' ve
been doing marketing, we have people landing, we' ve been meeting with the I1SIS group
which has been providing excellent settlement. We are working very hard to make sure
we' re welcoming, and we' re also making sure that when peopleland here they feel they're
part of Nova Scotia.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Argyle.
PREM. - FED. FERRY STRATEGY: REQUESTS - DETAILS

HON. CHRISTOPHER D’'ENTREMONT: Mr. Speaker, my question through you
istothe Premier. Wefinally have adecision onferry servicesin Nova Scotiaworth talking
about. However, that decision did not come from the Premier, it camefromtheform of a$51
million announcement from the federal government that strengthened linksto other Atlantic
Provinces. Obviously this was a federal decison with little input from the province. My
question to the Premier is, will you inform this House what you had asked the federal
government regarding aferry strategy for Nova Scotia?

THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, obviously what we wanted to see from the federal
government was a long-term strategy for the constitutionally protected ferries, the inter-
provincial ferry system, which we have said isthe responsibility of the federal government.
We would like to see it funded over the long term. In fact, other than a press release, we
don’t actually know what the d ements are of their agreement, or their proposal is. Asl said
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earlier today to the press, obviously any assistance, any agreement which solidifies those
services is awelcome announcement.

MR. D’ENTREMONT: Mr. Speaker, the federal government’s announcement
regarding ferry servicesin Pictou and Digby will go along way in supporting the regional
economy and transportation network in eastern Canada. Thisisthekind of investment made
by partners who think long-term and respect vital links between eagtern provinces. My
guestion through you to the Premier is, do you agree that the Northumberland Ferries
servicethat wasannouncedisgood for regional co-operation, that it contributessignificantly
to the economic sustainability of the Pictou region?

THE PREMIER: Well, Mr. Speaker, as|’veaready said, I’ m pleased to seethat the
government is undertaking its responsbility to support that service. Of course, everything
that the federal government does to fund those services is welcome by the province.

MR. D’ENTREMONT: Mr. Speaker, the Spencer economic report which was
commissioned by the local Chambers of Commerce - and 1’1l table a copy of that in afew
moments- clearly indicatesthat the provincial government isforegoing asignificant source
of revenuein Nova Scotiaby abandoning the Y armouth ferry servicein New England. This
isalossof over $22 million of revenueto the residents of Nova Scotia. Now that the federal
government has invested in ferry linkages in the Maritimes, the Premier is surely prepared
now to lobby on behalf of southwestern Nova Scotia, at least thisisthe logical next stepin
solidifying al ferry systemsto the province. My question through youto the Premier is what
are you doing to lobby the federal government to restore, invest in the future of the
Y armouth ferry and the economy of southwestern Nova Scotia?

THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, as far as | know, the position of the federal
government has not changed with respect to that area. They have said they’ re not interested
infunding the service. One of the chronic problemswasthat the entire burden of that service
was falling on the taxpayers of Nova Scotia. The State of Maine has said that they’ re not
interested in supporting the service. | know that in Y armouth the Industrial Commission -
| have said that they’ ve asked for proposals. | know they’re having alook at them but we
have not seen a business case for a sustainable service at this point.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Y armouth.
PREM.: FERRY FUNDING - STANCE

MR. ZACH CHURCHILL: Mr. Speaker, last night the federal government
announced that they would offer $51 million for three Maritime ferries, something that the
Premier ontherecordhaslobbiedfor. Intoday’ s The ChronicleHerdd, the Premier isquoted
assayingthat,” . .. businesseswould be more likely toinvest in the provincesif they could
rely on long-term ferry funding.” The Member of Parliament for Saint John was quoted as
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saying that, “ . . . the federal government is in talks with the three provinces about their
contributions to the arrangement . . .”

ThisPremier has not only lobbied for ferry subsidies, he continuesto give them out
himself. My question to the Premier is, why does he recognize that funding for ferriesisan
essential economicinvestment on one hand but with the other, cut funding to aferry, theone
from Y armouth, that wasavital economic enginefor Y armouth, southwestern Nova Scatia,
and the entire province?

THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, | haven't seen the proposa from the federal
government with respect to our own ferries. What | can say isthat there’ salarge difference
between inter-provincial ferries where you have morethan one partner at the table who are
providing assistance, where you have a long-term responsibility on behalf of the federal
government, and where that has, as | pointed out, an important commercial impact for
southwestern Nova Scotia. I'm sure he's had an opportunity to have a look at the
transportation study that was done, which indicated there was not a business case for that
particular route.

| wish that were not the case. | wish there was a sustainable ferry service that
Y armouth and Portland or Bar Harbor could putin place. If thereisone, I'll tell the member
we’ d be happy to help make sure that happens. But at this point the federal government has
said it’ snot interested, the State of Maine has said they’ re not interested init. The taxpayers
of Nova Scotiawould beleft bearing the entire burden of aservicethat isnot sustainableand
had increasing costs.

MR. CHURCHILL: Mr. Speaker, this Premier can stand up in thisHouse and blame
the federal government, blame the Government of Maine, ask them to live up to their
responsibilitiesto NovaScotians, or he can accept hisresponsibilitiesasthe Premier of Nova
Scotia, to fight for them. (Applause)

The fact is that the Premier does recognize the importance of ferry links in the
province but has refused to recognize the importance of an international link that connects
NovaScotiato our largest, most important trading partner, ally, and international friend. He
doessay that he' sinterested in supporting our community in establishing asugtainableferry
service, so my question to the Premier is, now that the people of Y armouth are working to
secure one, what tangible efforts has he made to make sure that happens?

THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, first of al | want to assure the member of the
Opposition that | take to heart my responsibility to all of the people of Nova Scotia and
understanding that the taxpayersof the entire province haveto pay for the decisionsthat we
make herein this Chamber.
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When | waslast in Yarmouth, | met with the head of the Y armouth AreaIndustrial
Commission. | asked him about the submissions that they have received to date. My
understanding is that so far thereis not a proposal that they feel comfortable in advancing.

MR. CHURCHILL: Mr. Speaker, the decision to cut the Yarmouth ferry has
impacted our tourism industry, our local businesses, and many families. We in Yarmouth
facethereality that we could lose our hotd's, more businesses, our port status, our Customs
jobs, and morepeople. A new sustainableferry servicewill help the people of Y armouth and
southwestern Nova Scotia, and will bolster the economy of the entire provinceif doneright.

The Premier says he’ swaiting to see proposalsfor aferry serviceand then decideif
one will work. My question to the Premier is, why is he not taking a leadership role in
securing such avital service for the economy of Nova Scotia?

THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, | have, in fact, instructed my minister and members
of Economic and Rural Development to work with the Yarmouth Area Industrial
Commission to analyze any proposds that will come forward. They aready did an
expression of interest. I'm afraid that the answer to that is simply that there hasn’t been an
expression of interest that the Yarmouth Area Industrial Commission feels comfortable
advancing as a sustainable solution.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Hants West.
TCH: DEPT. CUTS - DETAILS

MR. CHUCK PORTER: Mr. Speaker, my question through youisto the Minister of
Tourism, Culture and Heritage. In recent years the Department of Tourism, Culture and
Heritage spent in the vicinity of $13.5 million marketing and promoting Nova Scotiato the
world. Infact, the Travel Media Association of Canadaconference met hereinthe HRM in
February 2008. My guestion to the minister is, when he abides by his Cabinet colleagues
directiveto trim departmental spending by up to 10 per cent, what areas of theworld will be
cut off from Nova Scotia where the province will no longer be promoted?

[3:00 p.m.]

HON. PERCY PARIS: Mr. Speaker, right now as we speak, we are going through
budget deliberations. No decisions have been made, it’'s a back and forth thing. When it’'s
appropriate and when deci sions are made, everybody will know about it. We are looking at
all things. Our godl is, as everybody knows, to get back to balance, is to stop what we' ve
done in the past, and get the books of the province back to order.

MR. PORTER: Mr. Speaker, hisdepartment isbeing cut by up to 10 per cent and this
covers three critical components - tourism, culture and heritage - in this province. My
guestion to the minister is, how much does he actually feel isbeing cut from his marketing
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and promotion budget - 1 per cent, 3 per cent, 5 per cent, or all 10 per cent? He obviously
has some idea in light of his address to TIANS this week that he so proudly spoke of
moments ago in this House.

MR. PARIS: Mr. Speaker, | will reiterate. When we make the decisions, everybody
will know about them. We' ve got nothing to hide. We are deliberating. We retalking to all
the departments and there' s nothing secretive about this. Our goal isto get back to balance.
Wewill dothat in afair and gppropriate manner and onceit’ s done, certainly during budget
debates, and | hope thisyear - well, it will be next year - | hope next year, certainly maybe
for the first time in many years, that tourism, culture and heritage get to be debated on the
floor of the House.

MR. PORTER: Mr. Speaker, we' |l soonfind out considerably more detail whenthe
minister’ sdepartmental estimates are tabled here in the Spring, but there’ sdways a“but”,
as the minister is so fond of saying. The Minister of Finance has no difficulty in telling
departments how muchlessthey will spend. The Minister of Tourism, Culture and Heritage
should be able to provide Nova Scotians, today, with an estimated figure as to how much of
a hit marketing and promotions will take in the upcoming year.

My question to the minister is, keeping in mind the value marketing plays in the
promotion of this province, how much of an impact will the reduction in marketing have on
our $1.8 billion industry?

MR. PARIS: Mr. Speaker, our goal isto increase that $1.8 billion industry. We can
go back and forth about this all day. When it’ sready to be tabled, it will betabled. There's
aprocessthat we' ve got to go through here. It’ salegitimate process. We are going to follow
that process and our goal isto increase that $1.8 billion industry.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth North.

COM. SERV.: POVERTY REDUCTION STRATEGY/ ESIA
- TARGETS

MR. TREVOR ZINCK: Mr. Speaker, my question today is for the Minister of
Community Services. Last week a report released by the Canadian Centre for Policy
Alternatives suggested that there was a downward trend in child poverty since 2003 and
2008. However, in Nova Scotia, we still currently have 14,000 children living in poverty.

Evenmoreinteresting, Mr. Speaker, there was a suggestion made that many of these
childrenareliving in familieswho arein receipt of Income Assistance. So my first question
to the minister is whether or not she can tell the House that in the Poverty Reduction
Strategy and the review of the ESIA Program, there will be targeted goals to further lower
these numbers?
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HON. DENISE PETERSON-RAFUSE: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker, and
thank you to the honourable member for the question. Certainly what we look at in the
Department of Community Services and as a government is the fact that to lift people out
of poverty isn’t just a one-item solution. There are many things that we have to bring
together to do that and so what we do iswe target our Income Assistance Program and other
programs that we have in the Department of Community Services and within other
departments. So we can bring those numbers down. Certainly the number of children living
in poverty isnot acceptable to us or to anybody in Canada. We all need to work together to
make sure that number is reduced someday to zero. Thank you.

MR. ZINCK: Mr. Speaker, everyone here in the House and in society understands
thebenefitsof aquality education. With the recent announcement by the government to have
an exercise of 22 per cent cut out of the school board budgets, I’ m wondering if the minister
is concerned that those cuts may, indeed, affect those marginalized families in receipt of
Income assistance and their children?

MS. PETERSON-RAFUSE: Thank you to the honourable member. Aswe've all
stated here, this provinceisin acritical financial state. However, we care about the people
in Nova Scotia, we care about the children of Nova Scotia and, like anybody’s financial
situation, it’s always a good exercise to go through and see where you are overspending or
where you are underspending and to be able to realign that. That iswhat the processis that
we're going through in all our departments to make sure the dollars are spent where they
should be, and that will be on the people of Nova Scotia and the children of Nova Scotia.

MR. ZINCK: Mr. Speaker, another report entitled See Dick Grow Old, See Jane
Retire was also released by the Atlantic Ingitute for Market Studieslast week. That report
calls for the poorest families to receive fully-subsidized daycare, to provide a nurturing
environment for children while helping their parents while they are in the workforce. I'm
wondering if the minister has read this report and if her department is looking at this
suggestion as part of the Poverty Reduction Strategy?

MS. PETERSON-RAFUSE: Once again, thank you for the question. The important
factor to know isthat, yes, we are very knowledgeable on any reportsthat come forth. Once
again, it isnot aone-type of solution where we have invested millions and millionsin child
care in this province and in terms of subsidies. That is one factor. That iswhy it is very
important that we go forward with our strategiesthat we havein place and the many changes
we have done within this province today to help people get off income assistance and to
become more employable or, for those who cannot get off the system, that they do have a
future in this province.

Therefore, what | would liketoreally stressisthefact that we do have aplan, we do
have astrategy. We have made many, many changes and we are making adifference. Those
changes, | can proudly say, are changes that have been made to policiesin this system that
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have sat there dormant for decades. We have come in and in ashort period of time we have
moved things along. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Clayton Park.
HEALTH: WAIT TIMES - LEVEL 2 PATIENTS

MS DIANA WHALEN: Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Minister of Health.
Currently Level 2 patients accessing emergency rooms are experiencing conditions which
areapotential threat to life. While the national standard target time indicates these patients
should be seen in 15 minutes, the most recent data from the Dartmouth General Hospital
indicatesthese samepatients are seen in an hour and ahalf. Those at the QEII arefaring just
marginally better, at one hour and 15 minutes. That is one hour longer than the prescribed
standard.

My question to the Minister of Hedth is, can the minister please indicate what
specific actions her government will take to ensure wait times for patients experiencing
potentially life-threatening conditionsat Dartmouth General Hospital and QEII arereduced?
Thank you.

HON. MAUREEN MACDONALD: Mr. Speaker, | thank the member for the
guestion. The member isabsolutely right. The wait timesin our ERs, at Dartmouth General
and the QEI|I, are absolutely too long. That’s why this government hired Dr. John Ross, an
experienced Emergency Room physician from the QEII, to deliver usareport, and we have
that report.

Mr. Speaker, as the honourable member and other memberswill know, we have not
been sitting on our hands, just waiting for the outcome of Dr. Ross report. We have
introduced eight new general medicine beds at the QEII and a rapid assessment unit there,
and that unit has helped divert 280 patients from the emergency department, to date,
improving substantially the flow-through through the emergency room there. The Capital
District Health Authority isengaged in aplanning processto address the Dartmouth General
wait times as we speak.

MS. WHALEN: Mr. Speaker, Level 2 patients are patients who belong in an
emergency room; these are not people with colds or sniffles. While these stats are alarming,
it's more alarming to note that they have actually become worse since this government
assumed power, and not better. Current wait times for Level 2 patients have increased by
20 minutesat the Dartmouth Generd sincelast summer, and by five minutesat theQEIl. My
guestion to the minister is, does the minister consider wait times that are more than four
times the national standard to be acceptable?
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MS. MAUREEN MACDONALD: Mr. Speaker, I've aready told the honourable
member that | consider thesewait timesto be unacceptable; I’ vetold the CEO of the Capital
District Health Authority and the board that they’ re unacceptable. I’ ve asked them to deliver
to me, on aregular basis, quarterly reports of the wait times in the emergency rooms, and
I’ve asked them to tell me what they’re planning to do to address the long waits in the
emergency rooms. All of those pieces of work are very much underway. I’m very much
engaged in them, and we are committed to improving the wait times in those emergency
rooms.

MS. WHALEN: Mr. Speaker, we understand that it' s a huge task to try to make the
changesthat are needed, but the point of raising the question today isthe fact that the Level
2 patients are patients who have potentially life-threatening conditions. Now, national
standards already exist, which emergency roomsaretrying to meet, and those standards|’ ve
mentioned today - 15 minutesfor Level 2 patients. Given that the minister sated today that
she'll be bringing forward emergency room standards tomorrow, can the minister assure us
today that the standards that are put in place for Nova Scotiawill be as high or higher than
the national standards and that we won't see these watered down in order to make them
easier to attain?

MS. MAUREEN MACDONALD: Mr. Speaker, this government is committed to
introducing emergency room standards, and the standards will be designed to raise the bar
in emergency room care right across this province. We believe that Nova Scotiawill be a
leader in terms of having emergency room standards when thisis introduced.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth East.

HEALTH - DART. GEN. HOSP.: WAIT TIMES
- ALLEVIATION PLANS

MR. ANDREW Y OUNGER: Mr. Speaker, my honourable colleague, the member
for Halifax Clayton Park, has raised the issue of emergency wait times and, following up,
my question is also to the Minister of Health.

| asked the minister about wait timesand Code Orange at the Dartmouth General | ast
session, but wait times have actually gotten worse sincethen - and | will table the documents
showing that the wait times have actually lengthened. Wait times, as the minister admitted,
are already well over target and yet she just answered saying that she has ordered or asked
that there be a planning process at the Dartmouth General. The minister knows that the
Dartmouth General hasrepeatedly submitted plans, which haven’t been accepted. So what
isthe Minister of Health doing to address the critical situation at the Dartmouth General for
wait times, a situation that has only become worse since the Spring, not better?
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HON. MAUREEN MACDONALD: Mr. Speaker, as | indicated in my earlier
guestion, the Capital District Health Authority isin the process of planning some particular
interventions that will be designed to ease the pressure on the emergency room at the
Dartmouth General Hospital. When those measures are fully devel oped, we will be making
announcements with respect to their implementation.

[3:15 p.m]

MR. YOUNGER: Mr. Speaker, while| appreciate the minister’s answer, I’m sure
she will not be surprised to say that | don’t think it’s enough when it’ s the same answer she
gave in the Spring session that they would be planning to solve the issues at the Dartmouth
General, and nothing’ s happened except it got worse.

The government has yet to call this House to adebate on the Ross report. Today the
minister committed that the Rossreport recommendationsand responsewill comebeforethe
House before the House wraps, but what will that be, two minutesbeforewe wrap? Both the
Rossreport and the 2008 analysis show that - thisiswhat peoplein Dartmouth are concerned
about right now - the NDP promised that they would keep the Cobequid Centre open 24/7
whichwill cost money. Y et the Ross report and the 2008 analysi s note that while extending
hours at Cobequid may be viable, operating 24/7 is not recommended. Will the Minister of
Health please tell this House today whether the NDP plans to open the Cobequid Health
Centre 24/7 despite the recommendations in the Ross report not to doiit at all?

MS. MAUREEN MACDONALD: Mr. Speaker, as| said, Dr. Rosswill bereleasing
hisemergency room standardstomorrow and | will berespondingto hisreport initsentirety
before this Legidature rises for the Christmas break. At that time, there will be ample
opportunity to discuss the measures that we will be bringing forward. Thank you.

MR. YOUNGER: Mr. Spesker, | don't think Nova Scotians think that it's good
enough to have a response to the Ross report five minutes before the Lieutenant Governor
sitsin that Chair, signs the bill and sends us all home for Chrisgmas. Tha's what it’s all
about. (Applause) When it comesto the Dartmouth Generd, the minister iswell aware that
the Dartmouth General has repeatedly submitted aplan for thefifth floor which would help
alleviate overcrowding in the ER at alower cost than keeping peoplein the beds at the ER.

The fact is, as the minister agreed - | will table these documents as well - that the
issue at the Dartmouth General isthat semi-urgent cases this week were waiting 20 hours
to get admitted when across the harbour they werewaiting 4 hours. | asked about thisin the
Spring and yet things got worse. | will ask again, when will the minister put in place the
necessary resources to address the critical issues & the Dartmouth Genera Hospital ?
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MS. MAUREEN MACDONALD: Mr. Speaker, | don’t know what members of the
public that member istalking to but | cantell you that I’ m not convinced that the public has
been that impressed with the quality of the debate coming from the Opposition benches
(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: Order. Order. Order, please.

MS. MAUREEN MACDONALD: . .. that they think we should stay here having
debates about emergency departments rather than having the minister in her office working
on the action plans to implement the methods to get our issues in emergency rooms
addressed.

Dr. Ross's report has given us some very good recommendations. It’s aroad map
toward addressing the problems in our emergency rooms. | can assure the members of the
Opposition, | will not run away from debating the implementation of these
recommendations. | will be having the conversationswith communitiesacrossthe province.
(Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Inverness.
FIN. - BUDGET BALANCING: CONTRACT-WORK CONSIDER

MR. ALLAN MACMASTER: Mr. Speaker, my guestion is to the Minister of
Finance. One way we can reduce the size of government and to help balance the budget is
to use contract employment to assist government to complete a strategy or anew direction.
Often when new full-time equivalents are hired for this purpose, they end up finding ever
new policy directions for government. There have even been comments from the small
businesscommunity that havesaid, pleasedon’t hire people full timeto develop regul ations
because once the task is finished these people will spend their time drafting unnecessary
regulation to keep busy.

So, Mr. Speaker, to the minister, why not use this strategy of using project-oriented
contract work to help baance the budget?

HON. GRAHAM STEELE: Mr. Speaker, we do.

MR. MACMASTER: Mr. Speaker, | was hoping that the minister would say that he
would look to do more of that kind of work to balance the budget. What isthe alternative to
a government that chooses not to address the size of government? This government has
asked school boards to find savings, yet 82 per cent of the costs of school boards are
determined for them through labour contracts negotiated by government. So my question to
the Minister of Financeis, why is he asking school boards to shoulder the entire Education
budget reduction when you only givethem power to control 18 per cent of their costs?
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MR. STEELE: Mr. Speaker, it appears that the member for Inverness still doesn’t
understand that under the Progressive Conservative Government the budget of thisprovince
nearly doubled in sizein only 10 years. If the Progressive Conservative Party, during its 10
years in government, had shown even a modicum of restraint, we wouldn’t be facing the
difficult decisions that are currently before us.

MR. MACMASTER: Mr. Speaker, many of the membersonthe oppositeside, or the
government side of this House, voted against measures to balance the budget in 2002-03.
Today I’ mtrying to suggest something that they could ook at to hel p balance the budget and
they refuseto look at it.

Mr. Speaker, school boards will have no choice but to increase the number of
studentsin each classroom, yet | hear that today we need fewer students per teacher because
there are more children coming to school nowadays than, say, compared to 25 years ago;
nowadays we' re seeing children who have special types of allergies, diabetes and learning
disabilities that make teaching in the classroom more challenging.

So my question to the minister is, why aren’t we optimizing our resources for the
good of Nova Scotians instead of growing big government through protection of FTE
positions we may not need through concessions during collective bargaining?

MR. STEELE: Mr. Speaker, of course, optimizing our resourcesis exactly what the
back-to-balance process is all about. As |’ ve said, we on this side will be disciplined and
focused, which are exactly thetraitsthat crowd didn’t show when they were in government.
They created the messand we are going to fix it.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings West.
ERD - FRITO LAY PLANT: LOCAL POTATOES - USAGE

MR. LEO GLAVINE: Mr. Speaker, in August the NDP Government announced a
payroll rebate to Frito Lay worth up to $500,000. Now, encouraging and helping business
isonething, but encouraging and helping our farmersis equally important. My question to
the Minister of Economic and Rural Development is, why did you not work the assistance
around increasing the percentage of Nova Scotia-grown potatoes going to the Frito L ay plant
- real investment in our province's farmers?

HON. PERCY PARIS: Mr. Speaker, | say to the member opposite, that’ saquestion
more appropriate between the farmer as the grower of the product and the company itself.

MR. GLAVINE: Mr. Speaker, this was an opportunity missed to help keep potato
farmers running and sustain our agricultural businesses, also missing, of course, from the
most recent agricultural strategy. It seemsthe NDP Government isonly interested in helping
big business. After all, Frito Lay ispart of the $62 billion Pepsi empire and not the workers
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who keep our economy going. Less than 25 per cent of the potatoes used at the Frito Lay
plant come from local sources, the rest come from Prince Edward Island. So my question to
the Minister of Agricultureis, what isthis government doing to ensure competitiveness for
our potato industry with Prince Edward Island?

HON. JOHN MACDONELL: Mr. Speaker, | haveto say that if the producersin the
province presently ramp it up to their capability, they couldn’'t supply all that that plant
would require. The issues around the potatoes necessary and so on, that's between the
producer and the company. I’ m sure that when they engagein that dialogue there will be an
opportunity for local producers and, hopefully, for more local producers.

MR. GLAVINE: Mr. Speaker, just for therecord, Nova Scotiaonceproduced 70 per
cent of the potatoes going into Frito Lay. Government hasn’t come through with insurance
programs that cut down on the risk.

The member for Kings South, who made the announcement in August, said that the
rebateisto ensurethat businesses are happy and content in Nova Scotia. Today there are no
happy and content employees at Larsen Packers, who will lose their jobs in April 2011.
Thereis no one happy and content in Westville, where last week it was announced that 40
people would be out of work by December 10™.

Mr. Speaker, just ask the nearly 40 peoplewho will losetheir jobs at Oland Brewery
if any of them are happy and content. Job by job our agriculture industries, our primary
industries, are in jeopardy. This government is doing little to stop the bleeding. My final
guestion to the Minister of Economic and Rural Development is, what are you doing to stop
job losses in our agricultural manufacturing sectors?

MR. PARIS: Mr. Speaker, I’ll try not to make this answer too long because we have
done alot in Nova Scotia with respect to employment activities. Y ou know, the first thing
| will admitisthat, yes, there have been job lossesinthe Province of Nova Scotia, but in the
same breath, Economic and Rural Development, NSBI, and the IEF have created and
maintained 7,400 jobs in the Province of Nova Scotia.

We have invested money to the tune of $221 million. That’snot just chicken feed.
That’s actual money being invested in Nova Scotians to maintain and create jobs. We' ve
done anumber of things. For the first timein years, welowered the corporate tax for small
businesses.

Youaresignalling, Mr. Speaker, that my timeisup. Asl say, | could go on at length.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cape Breton West.
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TCH: BOSTON RED SOX/N.S. - TOURISM PROMOTION

MR. ALFIE MACLEOD: Mr. Speaker, my question through you isto the Minister
of Tourism, Culture and Heritage. On September 27" aletter to the editor written by James
Nicholson lauded an ideafloated by the member for Victoria-The Lakesabout the province
partnering with the Boston Red Sox. The letter stated, “| congratulate MLA Keith Bain . .
. on championing atourism ideathat showsabit of forethought.” Hefurther adds, “ Tourism
ads in Nova Scotia for quite a few years have been stuck in the same old cycle. In my
opinion, we have fallen behind our Atlantic counterparts in originality and appeal.”

My question to the minister is, as aformer hockey scout and someone who enjoys
sports, are you willing to consider a potential partnership with an organization such as the
Boston Red Sox to promote Nova Scotia?

HON. PERCY PARIS: Mr. Speaker, thisgovernment ismorethanwilling to consider
anything and everything that makes good busi ness sense for the Province of Nova Scotia.

MR. MACLEOD: Mr. Speaker, in June and August of this year the country of
Bermuda, a close trading partner with Nova Scotia, chose to partner with the Boston Red
Sox, highlighting four Bermuda theme nights. Through the investment Bermuda has seen
some staggering tourism numbers come out of Boston, New England, and New Y ork.
According to the Honourable Premier Brown, bookings out of Boston were at an increase
of 16 per cent in August, up 16 per cent in September, and a very pleasing 40 per cent after
that. New Y ork numbers are equally encouraging, as August and September increased by
almost 50 per cent and 27 per cent.

Mr. Speaker, through you to the minister, considering these numbers, do you
recognizethe potentid of thisideaand will you at |east consider being more creativein your
approach to improving tourism in Nova Scotia?

[3:30 p.m.]

MR. PARIS: Mr. Speaker, I've already said once today and I'll reiterate - we are
very open to new ideas. | think I, myself, in particular, am very open. I’ ve introduced some
things to the staff at the Department of Tourism, Culture and Heritage that they’d never
heard before. We continue (Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. The honourable Minister of Tourism, Culture and
Heritage.

MR. PARIS: Do you know what, Mr. Speaker? | will not be intimidated, nor will |
be bullied. If you would let me continue.
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MR. SPEAKER: Y es, please, continue.

MR. PARIS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. We will continue to investigate and use al
those means we have available to usto boost tourism in the Province of Nova Scotia. What
we do has to make good business sense for the citizens of this province. We will entertain
everything - there snothing that’s off the table.

MR. MACLEOD: Mr. Speaker, again to the Minister of Tourism, Culture and
Heritage. Fenway Park sells 40,000 tickets agame. The Red Sox have unlimited promotion
and marketing potential through NESN TV and WEEI radio affiliates. The Red Sox have
millions of fans across the world. | believe the saying goes, “The Red Sox nation has no
boundaries.” | believe this idea warrants further investigation. If this minister is serious
about his high risk equalling high reward, then this is a great opportunity. He could
champion an innovative ideathat puts Nova Scotiain front of the very people we aretrying
to market.

My question to the minister is, will you hike up your red socks, lace on your cleats,
aim for the green monster, and begin investigating what has proven to be a successful
venture for other regions?

MR. PARIS: Mr. Speaker, I'm not a Boston fan; I'm certainly not a Red Sox fan.
Y ou might see me having orange socks on, but I’ [l never wear red.

I’m not going to say what the opposite member raised isagood idea; I’ m not going
to say it'sabad idea. It'san idea. I've said here time and time again, the Department of
Tourism, Culture and Heritage is in the business of elevating tourism in the Province of
Nova Scotia. It wouldn’t make good sense or common sense, if something was presentedin
front of usthat had agood business casefor it, that was within the means of the Province of
Nova Scotia, that we would deny it.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Clare.
TIR - ST. MARGARETS BAY CONNECTOR: HOMES - SAVE

HON. WAYNE GAUDET: Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Minister of
Transportation and Infrastructure Renewal.

Familiesin Ingramport are afraid their homeswill be destroyedto buildthe proposed
St. Margarets Bay connector road, even though there are four other routes for the connector
that would not require paving over homes. It makes no sense that the government would
destroy homes when it isn’t necessary. My question to the minister is, will the minister
promise not to destroy homes unnecessarily if the government builds the connector?
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HON. WILLIAM ESTABROOKS: Mr. Speaker, | thank the member opposite for
that question; | truly do. Thisis an issue close to the community where live. It's an issue
that crosses more than constituency lines. There’ s aprocess underway, as the peoplein the
community are aware, a process that involved an open house hosted by my colleague for
Chester-St. Margaret’ sin the Black Point Fire Hall that was well attended, and therewas a
good, healthy exchange of ideas. Subsequent to that I’ ve heard from various constituents of
the member for Chester-St. Margaret’ swho have expressed their opinionsin various ways,
inreally responsiblewaysthat at timesit hasbeenrea ly positiveto hear from them, whether
they’ re speaking to me in the local hockey arenaor they’ re speaking to mein the storesin
the community.

| can assure you that we're continuing to listen to al of those constituents. More
specifically, however, with the process underway, particularly involved with the
environmental assessment of five proposed routes, those five proposed routes, that
information will be brought to the atention of that constituency sometime in February, at
which timetherewill be afurther opportunity and an open house format at that time. We're
looking forward to continuing to hear from the residents from the Head of St. Margarets
Bay, Ingramport and Hubbards. It’s atopic of conversation and interest. | look forward to
continuing to hear from them.

MR. GAUDET: Mr. Speaker, the miniger has been asked repeatedly by residents,
by media and others whether he will promise not to destroy homes. On Monday the
minister’ sfive-year highway planconfirmed the decision to build the connector hasalready
been made, despite hisinsistencethat he hasn’t yet decided. Familiesin Ingramport deserve
astraight answer, an answer that will put their minds at ease over the holidays. My question
to the minister iswill the minister promise not to pave over homes in Ingramport?

MR. ESTABROOKS: Mr. Speaker, I'm well aware of the fact that the twinning
project between Exit 5 and Exit 6 is of some real consequence to the community that |
represent and for many of you who travel that dangerous section of Highway No. 103 asyou
make your way to and from Halifax. Part of that process will be that generally when you
twin a section of highway that’s longer than 20 kilometres - in this case, 22 kilometres -
communities along that route want to have a connector road, an interchange that will allow
people to get either on or off the twinned highway in afaster way.

| can assureyou that I’ ve heard from first responders, I’ ve heard from thefire chief,
and | continue to hear from the community. But there’'s a process underway, and it would
seem to me that as the minigter who isultimately going to make the find decision, would |
want you to stand in your place, honourable member, and not that you would attack me, but
that you would criticize mefor interfering in the process, for making surel didn’t allow the
processto go completely the way it should be - hands off, arm’ slength, let the process take
place, |et the engineers and the environmentalists make their recommendation to me and at
that time | will make the decision. Thank you.
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MR. GAUDET: Mr. Speaker, the minister continuesto stand up for processwhen he
should be standing up for the people; he continues to stand up for the highway when he
should be standing up for homes; and he continues to stand up for the connector when he
should be standing up for common sense and the community.

The minister would not consider this acceptableif thiswere his home that would be
unnecessarily destroyed. Familiesin Ingramport certainly don’t think it’ sacceptable. There
arefour routesthat won’t harm homes and only one that will - so my final question for the
minister is, will the minister announce his department’ s decision on the Highway No. 103
connector road before the end of this House?

MR. ESTABROOKS: Mr. Speaker, | appreciate the member’ s question. At no time
inthisHouse, whilel’ ve been sitting on thisside, have |l ever answered aquestion yesor no.
I’m not prepared at thistimeto do it either.

Now | would expect people of Ingramport in particular - and | had the opportunity
to go to the Sir John A football game on Sunday where Steve Gilbert, a resident of
Ingramport, and | sat down and had a conversation on it. | like the conversation, | don’t
necessarily like the wanted poster that peers have sent to me. I’m not too keen on some of
the other manoeuvres that have been used recently to bring attentionto it. | want the people
of that community and the people of the Head of St. Margarets Bay to understand on this,
this Minister of Transportation and Infrastructure Renewal, as their neighbour and as the
local MLA, will make the right decision when the time comes.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cape Breton West.
PREM.: MS FUNDING - TIMELINE

MR. ALFIE MACLEOD: Mr. Speaker, my question through you isto the Premier.
We' ve heard alot about regional co-operation lately. One of theissuesthat has been on alot
of people smindsinthelast year hasbeen CCSVI, the Liberation treatment. We' ve seenthe
Government of Newfoundland and Labrador put money forward to help look after the
interests of people with MS. W€ ve seen the Province of New Brunswick, in avery dire
situation, put money towards helping people with MS. We have over 3,000 people herein
the Province of Nova Scotia who suffer from MS. They and their families deserve some
|eadership from this government.

The minister has offered follow up but the question | have for the Premier is this,
when is hisgovernment going to actually put some real money in place to help those people
in Nova Scotia, and their families, who suffer with MS?
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THE PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, from very early on we have said that we are prepared
to participate in national trials when they take place. We understand there is, of course, an
appropriate procedure underway. Y ou want to be very careful that you are providing the
proper process for therapies like this one to be brought into mainstream treatment.

We care very much about sufferers of MS and the manner in which they receive the
benefit of the medical system. We want to be certain that the treatment they are receiving
and the assistance they’re getting from the system is the very best tha they can hope to
receive, under very difficult circumstances. Mr. Speaker, thisis obviously adiseasethat is
extraordinarily debilitating and is one that entire families struggle with.

The minister has said she intends to follow up and ensure that they receive the
appropriate follow-upin. . .

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. The time allotted for the Oral Question Period has
expired.

Beforel go to the order of business, Opposition Business, the honourable L eader of
the Progressive Conservative Party on an introduction.

HON. JAMIE BAILLIE: Mr. Speaker, we are often called upon in this Chamber to
makeimportant introductions. | know that memberswill understand in a moment why | say
| am about to make the most important introduction that any of us could ever make in this
Housebecause |’ d liketo draw the attention of the membersof the House tothe west gallery
where | would like to introduce the following individuals. Channie Vincent, Judy Y oung,
Kay Hodgson. I’ d ask themto stand and, if | may say so, most importantly of all, my mother,
Bev Baillie and thank you for coming here today. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: We welcome all our visitors here this afternoon.

HON. MICHEL SAMSON: Mr. Speaker, on apoint of order, during Question Period
the Minister of Immigration questioned the figures| provided which showed there has been
adecrease in the amount of immigrants to Nova Scotia. | wanted to table here the 2009-10
Accountability Report, which is available on-line from the minister’s department, which
shows that in 2008 the number of arrivals was 2,651 and in 2009 Nova Scotia experienced
adight decrease in arrivals, with 2,424 immigrant landings.

Mr. Speaker, this clearly shows there has been a decrease in the amount of
immigrants coming to our province. Therefore, | believe that my comments were accurate
when | madethem. | just want to table this document to assist the minister, for her to seefor
herself that there has been a decrease in the amount of immigrantsunder her administration.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you for tabling that. It's not a point of order but we thank
you for the information.
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OPPOSITION MEMBERS’ BUSINESS
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Opposition House L eader.

HON. MANNING MACDONALD: Mr. Speaker, will you please call the order of
business, Motions Other Than Government Motions.

[3:45p.m.]
MOTIONS OTHER THAN GOVERNMENT MOTIONS
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Opposition House L eader.

HON. MANNING MACDONALD: Mr. Speaker, would you please call Res. No.
2489.

Res. 2489, Ross Rept. - Recommendations: NDP Gov't. - Response - notice given
Nov. 29/10 - (Ms. D. Whalen)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Clayton Park.

MS. DIANA WHALEN: Mr. Speaker, we' revery pleased today to be abletoput this
resolution before the House because this resolution relates to emergency rooms in Nova
Scotiaand it relatesto the Ross report, which was released in October in this province. As
all of the members of the House know, and | think peoplein the public, well, particularly in
rural areas where there' sagreat deal of insecurity around the access to emergency rooms,
thisreport by Dr. John Ross has been much anticipated. It took morethan ayear to come out
and we had an interim report last Spring.

Our concern isthat this has not had an opportunity to come to the Legislature, that
there has been no discussion around what was in the report or what the government intends
todowithit. Asyou know, today, during Question Period, we had two questions on the Ross
report looking for where it’s headed. We learned today that standards are coming and that
we're expecting them from Dr. Ross tomorrow. That will be something to see and we're
pleased to see that.

My point in bringing it here today isto really raise concerns we have around where
the report is going, how thisis going to be rolled out and implemented, and of particular
interest to us will be how we' re going to see and ensure that primary care accessisin place
beforeany changesare madethat will make emergency roomseven moredifficult or perhaps
even unavailable for people in certain communities. | know that reading the report by Dr.
John Ross, it is predicated on the stronger model of primary health care, a model that will
ensurethat people havefamily practicephysiciansand that those physicianswill be working
in collaborative practices. This, of course, istheideal and themodel that we' re striving for.
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Now within Nova Scotia there are a few such models and maybe it is getting a
toehold and beginning to take shape, but there are not many that are fully collaborative
model sthat are working and supporting their communities. Asmuch as| can see the benefit
of them, | feel it’s very important that there be acommitment from government that before
major changes are made to emergency room hours and the expectations of people in
communities, that primary care access be ensured for every Nova Scotian.

Right now thereport actually said there are some communitiesthat evenif you have
afamily doctor, you may betold you have asix-week wait for an appointment when you call
for an appointment. As acitizen of the province, asamother, as somebody who helpswith
the health care of my family, | know that six weeks is not acceptable. Many communities
have no other option, no other place to go but the emergency room when you have
something that you know with your own health record needs to be attended to. It may not
be an emergency, but if there’'s no door open for you, you will be at the emergency room.
We need to ensure that is put in place.

| would beremiss, aswell, if | didn’t sart by mentioning the large number of hours
that emergency rooms have been closed. Wefigured out inthelast fiscal year we had 19,116
hours of closures of our emergency roomsin this province and over 10,000 of those hours
were unscheduled and unplanned. That's a major concern, again, for those communities
where | said people can’t access primary care, they’re being told, even if they’'re lucky
enough to have adoctor, that it’ sweeksto wait, yet when they are turning to the emergency
rooms, there are rotating closures and unplanned closures, which are even worse.

Thesenumbersare actually rising and have gone up somewhat sincethe government
changed. | know they are primarily afactor of human resources, of doctor availability, but
the NDP knew that. When the election was held in June 2009, there was no secret around
what the causes were of emergency room closures. Y et, the NDP made a promise - not a
promiseto study - that therewould be 24/7 accessto emergency rooms around the province.
That led to high expectationsfrom the public. It may have, in many instances, helped to get
this government elected. Yet that promise was either very naive, because either the
government or, at that time, the Party running for office, did not realize what the problems
wereand | don’t really believethat wasthe case - or it was, perhaps, cavalier because they
knew that that was a promise peopl e desperately wanted to hear. Why did they want to hear
it so badly? Becauseit hascaused so much troublein communities, so much angst over those
unscheduled closures, over the feding of insecurity in communities.

Mr. Speaker, thisis not the case herein HRM. Asyou know, the report talks about
both urban centreswhere the troubleislong waits and too much difficulty in being seen, but
thereare no closuresin HRM. Theissueredlly hereisthe long waits, but the closures were
an issue and very much, | would say, a campaign voting point - a point that would have
influenced peopl€’ s vate because people desperately wanted to know that their ERs would
be secure and | eft open.
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Thisreport does not now guarantee that in any way because it points out some of the
major problems that underlie the closures. The minister knew that, and the Premier of this
province knew those problemswhen they made that promise in 2009. Now, in thelast year
we' ve seen awaiting period, achancefor the government to catch itsbreath and get Dr. Ross
out working. | should say, Mr. Speaker, that | think all members of the House have a great
deal of respect for Dr. Ross and we know that he undertook this job with the greatest of
intent to do an honest assessment, and | think we have that. From his point of view, he has
done a thorough job of researching the problem.

It has given the minister and the government another full year, and then some, to
catch their breath and decide how they’re going to move on this problem. Frankly, Mr.
Speaker, we remember that a promise was made to Nova Scotians that all ERs would be
open 24/7, and that is a promise that | don’t believe the government can keep. | think that
there should be an acknowledgment from them that they have learned something in the
interim and that they can’'t keep that promise, because they’ re not being frank with Nova
Scotianswhen they now have used language to misconstrueit, to say oh, no, wejust sad we
wouldn’t close them entirely.

They talked about round-the-clock, 24/7 accessto emergency rooms, Mr. Speaker,
and that is something that, if they’re going to back away from, they should darn well
acknowledge that it’s a change, and not just try to play with the language and semantics of
the whole issue.

Mr. Speaker, this point of access for many - and | go back to some of the smaller
communitiesin Nova Scotia- isvery important. We have to make sure that there are clinics
of some sort that are taking the place of emergency rooms, that overnight accessis ensured
through some other means- and that hasto be clear before anything isdone that changesthe
current system. So | just think that thiswould be the major concern that we have - how isthe
government intending to implement primary accessin every community of the province?

| cantell you, Mr. Speaker, inthe Clayton Park area having accessto drop-in clinics
has been tremendously beneficial. When | speak to peoplein our areaabout the need for any
kind of urgent-care facility, | was actually told they are quite satisfied with the drop-in
clinics which are open on the weekends and 9:00 am. to 9:00 p.m. during the weekdays.
Parents, anybody, even the infirm, feel that they are comforted by knowing they can get in
there really, you know, within the day that they require service or requireto see a doctor.

We need to provide that samelevel of access so that people can see adoctor that day
or the next day. Dr. Ross talks about thisin hisreport, that alot of conditions you need to
see somebody within aday or two at the most, and we do not have a system in place on the
primary health care level that will addressthat. That, to me, isthe most pressing need that
comesout of the Ross report - how do you provide that assurance? We need a commitment
from government that therewill be no changesto theemergency roomsinrural Nova Scotia
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and smaller townsin Nova Scotiawithout ensuring that the people of that areahave access
to doctors or medical professionds.

| will also go to nurse practitioners because | don’t believe we have been aggressive
enough in extending our network of nursepractitioners - it’ssomething that other provinces
have done much better. | think that we need to be a much more open province in terms of
using nurses and nurse practitioners in the delivery of primary health care. They are
sometimes missed. If doctors arein too short asupply, we need to create that collaborative
care modd that will meet the needs.

Mr. Speaker, we're anxious today to certainly hear from the minister about her
reaction to the Ross report and about the plans for implementation of this.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Health.

HON. MAUREEN MACDONALD: Mr. Speaker, I’ m pleased to have an opportunity
to stand and speak on this resolution, dthough | find that the ten-minute timeline that you
have to speak to such an important topic israther constraining in many ways, particularly
given the various points that the former speaker touched on.

It' shard to respond to them all, but | want to start first of all by saying that I, and this
government, did make acommitment to Nova Scotiansin thelast el ectionto keep ERs open,
and it's a commitment that we intend to keep. The first thing we did in moving toward
keeping this commitment was to hire Dr. John Ross, whom everybody acknowledgesis a
very respected and experienced ER doctor and an individual with a lot of integrity and
courage. Frankly, that iswhy wehired himto be our ER adviser - wefelt wewould get from
him an intdligent and comprehensive ook at our ERs across the province.

Mr. Speaker, all ERsaren’t created equally. We have different problemsin different
parts of the province - for example, here our emergency department at the QEII hasavery
different set of problems than, let’s say, the ER in Pugwash. In small, rural community
hospital sthe difficulty tendsto be having the doctors available to work around the clock. If
something occurs to any of the physician supply in those small communities - a physician
isill, aphysician leavesthe community and arecruitment to replacethat person ill isn'tin
place, a doctor retires or semi-retires - it can throw that whole emergency department into
complete chaos in terms of the availability of physician coverage. We certainly see that in
the small hospitals.

Inthelarger hospitals, here at the QEII, we have quite adifferent problem - we have
thevolume of people cominginthrough the emergency departmentsand unableto be moved
at an appropriate rate through those emergency rooms. It creates an extraordinary amount
of backup and difficulty, so, indeed, itis complex. Dr. Ross gave uswhat | think we all can
acknowledge is a very comprehensive and good, common-sense look a our emergency
departments.
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So the first thing we did, Mr. Speaker, was to hire somebody with the competence
to be ableto give good advice. Part of the report that heissued, though, al so talked about the
need to have standards so that we have a baseline of acceptable, equitable expectations for
what wewill get in our emergency caresystem right acrosstheprovince, regardless of where
you live. As| said earlier today, Dr. Ross will be releasing those standards tomorrow and,
subsequent to this, thenwewill havethefull body of hisrecommendationsand advicewhich
will then allow me, as Minister of Health, to respond and lay out the steps the government
intends to take in terms of actually moving on the recommendations.

Now the Opposition has talked about the need to have debate and discussion about
theimplementation. | amvery confident that wewill have many opportunitiesto have debate
and discussion about the implementation of Dr. Ross' report, and | remind the membersthat
the question of emergency room closures and wait times is not a once-in-a-lifetime issue.
Thisisan issue that has been around for along time. It is aproblem that unfortunately was
not addressed, and in fact, was allowed to become worse by previous governments. It isa
problem for which the solutions will require some period of time to put in place.

[4:00 p.m.]

While perhaps the members of the Opposition don’t recognizethis, | know from the
conversations| havewith peoplewho areproviding heal th care and receiving health careand
members of the public, the public arevery awarethat thisisnot aproblemthat will be solved
overnight. They’re very aware that the problem of emergency room medicineis, in fact, a
problem that is being seen right across the country in other health care jurisdictions. What
they are expecting and anticipating is concrete actions and plansthat will make adifference,
and we have aready started to take some of those actionsin terms of reducing the pressures
on emergency rooms.

For example, in hisreport Dr. Ross indicated that one of the first places we have to
startiswith thetertiary care emergency department at the QEI . We have already taken some
steps there to reduce pressure on that ER. We have added eight generd medicine beds to
reduce the bottlenecks, to move people through faster. We also have created a rapid
assessment unit there, which to date has seen 280 patients diverted from the emergency
department. It s so important to understand that our emergency departments, that particular
emergency department, has been used as more than an emergency department. It has been
used asaplaceto send patientsfrom all acrossthe province when they’ re coming hereto get
a consult in our system. That isn't what an emergency department is for. It's not a
throughway into the haospital.

It’ salso frequently the casethat peoplego to that emergency department with mental
health - it’s the path of least res stance when they’ re having a mental health crigs. That’s
why we have the mobilecrisisunits hereto divert people out of the emergency departments.
Thosecrisisunits are having some impact. These are thingsthat are already happening with
respect to our big emergency department, but we do need to do more.
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The honourable member spoke about the need to do more around primary care.
Absolutely, it is true that the thing that we most need to do, I think, is be able to provide
people more rapid access to primary care. People should not have to wait six weeks, four
weeks, three weeksto see afamily doctor. Members of thisHouse may know that yesterday
| wasn’t here because | had an eyeinfection. | got up inthe morning, | went to the North End
Clinic on Gottingen St. It opens at 9:00. | walked in through the door and at 9:10 | saw a
family physician who was able to take meimmediately. We need to have that kind of access
to health care so that people - My only alternative, if | couldn’t have done that, would be to
go sit in an emergency room, which is not an appropriate use of an emergency department,
and probably | would have sat there all day.

We need to have more community health centres like the North End Clinic, for
example, that have people available to see people like myself who have animmediae need
but not an emergency. We are opening new clinics. Mr. Speaker, we opened one in your
area, your neck of the woods - maybe not in your constituency, but in New Glasgow, a new
collaborative clinic.

| can’t wait to unveil the government’s response to Dr. Ross' report. | think people
in this province will be very pleased at the fact that they’re going to get better hedth care,
faster, in Nova Scotia.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Hants West.

MR. CHUCK PORTER: Mr. Speaker, I'm pleased to have afew minutes today and
the minister isright - 10 minutes is by no means enough time to speak about this topic but
I’ll try to cover afew pointsin that time frame.

| want to start off with those who are out there working right now. We have fabulous
staff working in this province whether they be paramedics on the streets, nurses and doctors
in the emergency departments and generally in hospitals overall, and all of the staff who
work there, but the nurse practitioner wasmentioned alittle bit earlier aswell, Mr. Speaker,
and that is something that I’ ve talked about in this House before. We' re fortunate enough to
have Dawn Loweworking in my areaafter much debate and working hard to get it done by
acouple of different members actually in this House, including myself as one of them, and
I'll give that credit whereit’s due.

Mr. Speaker, it works very well and | think most people in the Hantsport area who
are serviced by that individual and by Dr. Wile aredoing very well and are pleased at the
service they’re getting. So she’'s quite right, there is a lot of room to improve that
circumstance. | know the finances are dways apart of that issue, but itismoney well spent.

Now, hereweare, we' ve been talkingabout thisproblem for along time. We' ve been
hearing about emergencies. This is not something that is specific to Nova Scotia, in case
anybody has missed that. This has been going on in other provinces. Ontario had this
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problemlong beforewedid. We' re seeing the backupswith emergency departmentsand wait
times and ambulances waiting to get free, and the whole likes of it now. That was going on
in Ontario, in downtown Toronto and places years ago, and it has just evolved to Nova
Scotia and to other provinces. Thisis not new.

Sointheearly days, inthebusiness| wasin previously, in the 1970s the ambulances
were mostly runin conjunction with somebody else - afuneral home, you name it, the taxi
services. We said, along about the mid-1990s, we want to make this better, and it got better.
Itreally did. Ron Stewart wasabig part of that and | give credit and have the greatest respect
for Dr. Stewart who brought in a lot of what is now in existence today, then with EMC
coming onboard and EHS and so on, but they didn’t just dream that up overnight.

Thissystem aready existed. What didwedo?Wedidn' t reinvent thewheel. Wewent
out and we sent peoplearound the world and we looked. Welooked at placesthat functioned
and functioned well and, today, we have one of the very best - in my opinion we have the
best in the world - systems when it comes to emergency services on the streets with our
paramedics. Not only arethey out on the streets, they arein hospital emergency departments
doing things. We have had trialsin Digby Neck and other areas that have worked well.

We need to go back to that and we need to consder, again, some of these - not trials
though - they worked well, why aren’t we going back and looking at that. These are not new
issues and these are not specific to Nova Scotia. We have solutions in other parts of the
world that work. Why aren’t we going there and looking at them? They exist. Let’s not
spend awhole bunch of money and wasted eff ort reinventing thingsthat aren’t working. We
have to go out there and put it in place.

We talked about doctors where you just can’t go and drag a doctor. I’ll be critica
when | need to be in thisHouse, I’ m going to say that | know from my experience, doctors
generally speaking want to work - especially right out of school - they want to be in the
urban areas where all of the nice equipment is, and it’s new and functioning, and it’ s busy,
becausethey’ ve got skillsthat they just learned that they want to put to work, and they need
to put to work, so that they can be good at what they’ re doing. We have to have some kind
of an incentiveto get physiciansto come to rural Nova Scotia, but | keep hearing about the
wait time and the wait time.

Well, the clinics are a great idea too. We have a clinic in Windsor and we're
fortunate. The only problem withiit isit’s for two hours, three nights a week, and they're
busy, but the minister isquiteright, she spoke about a 10-minute wait time. That’s probably
fairly accurate. | can go over to my locd clinic, myself, one of my kids, and generally
speaking you'rein and you’ re out because they are minor things. If you need a prescription
for asorethroat or something like that, that’s al fine, it works very well. It' sa system that
workswell that we are not building on enough, and perhaps that’ swhere the report will take
us, | don’t know.
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Thesepromisesin past campai gnsabout keeping emergency departmentsopen - well,
in all honesty they weren’t worth the paper they were written on. It’ s not possble, not with
the plan that’ sin place today because we' re too busy throwing money at something that’s
not working. There have been no solutions to Glace Bay, there has been no solution to
Shelburne and other places - the Valey has issues with emergency departments not being
open. There are no solutions to those that we have seen so far.

Now, | amalso awaiting Dr. Ross' report. Theminister spoke afew minutes ago that
she felt that Nova Scotians would be very pleased with what might be delivered in that.
WEell, | hope so. | hope that there’ s something that works. | hope that she has aplan that is
going to be sustainable, financially sustainable, that people can go and get the service they
require. Now, in having said that, | don’t know anybody, | don’t think I’ ve ever talked to
anyone who has had a severe illness, an incident that has not been treated appropriately in
this province, who has not received the care when they’ ve gone to an emergency if they are
sick with something and have not called an ambulance, that they’ ve been turned away.

Now, there may have been incidents. | don’t know of any right off the top of my
head. I’m sure over the years, people have gone away and maybe have been mis-diagnosed
or something, but fortunately we have agood EMS system in place that works. 911 works
well. The other thingsthat arenow in place, the 811 - | still think that the nurse practitioner
isnot fully utilized. We have other opportunities. Wehave pharmacistswho aredoing alittle
bit more now by way of prescribing drugs. These people arealso very knowledgeable when
it comes to medicine. We're not building on that.

| would ask the government, are you looking at other countries, are you looking at
other services to say, there's a plan that works well? There are all kinds of jurisdictions
around the world that are of equal size to Nova Scotia, that have population figures that
would be the same, who have the same issues that we have. People get sick, it happens. We
need to continue to seek these people out, seek these provinces and these countries out, and
say, here are some ideas that work well. | think we could quickly determine what doesn’t
work. We know what doesn’t work - we' re sitting around that right now. It doesn’t work
well, we throw alot of money at it. We spend millions of dollars in administration, and in
my opinion - you' ve heard me on this rant before - over-administration.

We have nine health districts, can you believe that?Not even amillion peopleinthis
province and we have nine administrative health boards making decisions. Why are we
doing business differently across the province? There' s everything from procurement and
so on. (Interruption) Now there snine. Well, I’ ve harped about this. It didn’t matter to me
who was in government. I’ll say this, it doesn’t matter who made it nine. In the days when
it wasgoing to nine, | argued it then, and it didn’t matter to me who wasin government. I’l|
argue it forever.
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| disagree with the fact that we have health districts that need to manage smadl
guantities of people. It's an administrative cost that we see. These are al very qudified
people, but why are we doing business differently? It' s like the school boards. Why do we
have so many?Wekeeptossing all theresponsibility back to them. Wehear government say,
it's not our responsibility, the boards are in place to manage it. Well, they don’t let them
manage it in some ways. (Interruption)

Oh, thereareacoupl e of paramedics. The honourable member ismentioning perhaps
we should be back there working and doing the job that needsto be done. There are probably
some good ideas when it comes to treating the people that could be put forward on the table
here and some good debate - no doubt in my mind at all, some very good debate. I'm
disappointed that | haven’'t seen more come from that member on the other side now that
he' s on the government benches - put forward some good ideas and some good pieces.

Now, | know he knowsit, and the reason | know that he knowsit is because he had
areally good teacher. He may not admit that, but | know that he did, and we spent many
hours together, not only in that fashion but as partners working on the street together and
looking after sick people - and looking after them well, because we had a good system. In
the old days we may not have had such agreat system, but we had a good team. Darrell
Bardua, there’ sanamefrom way back. It’ simportant that we get back on track here, andit’s
hard to do sometimes because of the distractions.

We have to create emergency rooms that service people appropriately and the
minister spoke to it to some degree by way of, if you're not sick, you should be going
somewhereelse. Well, it’ sgreat tosay, and | know she spoke - well, adifferent Speaker was
in the Chair - to the Speaker maybe representing Pictou West or somewhere in that neck of
the woodswhere clinics have been set up. Theclinicisagreat idea, afabulousidea- but not
for two hours aday, three days aweek. It has to be available much more than that and we
have to build on that. We have to build on the nurse practitioners. They could be in the
emergency departments where we see them close. We've had paramedics working in
emergency departments for years.

Moreimportantly, we haveto keep focusing on all of NovaScotia, not just the HRM,
not just the QEII and the wait times there. Wait times exist in Nova Scotia in many facets,
not just in emergency departments, trying to find a physician. They exist everywhere. We
need to treat people fairly across the province. You should be treated fairly in Middleton,
perhaps, asyou areinthe HRM. Why are peopletreated differently? They shouldn’t be. It's
just as important to solve those issues asit isto create shorter wait timesin the HRM.

Not that I'm against theHRM. | liveinthe Capital District, but we haveto remember
equality across the board. The shortages and the emergency closures are not in the HRM.
They’rein rural Nova Scotia. We need to not forget that. We need to work on that. We need
to go and find plans that are already in place, not try to create the wheel over again and the
expenses. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Ten minutes goes way too fast.
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[4:15 p.m.]
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Leader of the Official Opposition.

HON. STEPHEN MCNEIL: Mr. Speaker, I'm pleased to stand and join the debate
around Resolution 2489. We ve been talking alot about emergency careand really, thered
issuefacing many communitiesacrossthisproblem and many health carefacilitiesisaccess.

The reason the long wait lists are happening in emergency rooms from one end of
Nova Scotia to the other is because, quite frankly, it’s the only portal into the health care
system that Nova Scotians have to access primary care. Asthe minister would know, one of
thefacilitiesthat was pointed out in the report was the Annapolis Community Health Centre
that Dr. Ross had referred to as being a care model, which means that basically they would
reduce the hours of access, close it earlier in the evening.

What happens to those citizens who are using tha emergency room as their access
to primary health care? | would have preferred if Dr. Ross had been hired to go around the
provinceto deal with theissue of how to prevent people from going to the emergency room.
How do we create amodel of health care that would allow Nova Scotians to access health
carein the right place in the right time and see the right health care professional.

When Dr. Ross was looking at the Annapolis model, for example, no where in the
report does he say how much money will be saved by creating these care models. | think
that’ sanimportant question. He suggestsin my constituency of Annapolis, for example, that
the Middleton facility would be open 24/7 along with the Digby General. Both of those are
experiencing emergency room closures. Ironically, afew weeksago | wasinvitedtoapublic
conversation about the Rossreport. Theminister met with constituentsof mine and citizens
of the community and the health care providers and | thank her for that.

But during that evening, there was the conversation about closing that emergency
roomin AnnapolisRoyal at 10:00 p.m. and having patients go to either Digby or Middleton.
Ironically, the following weekend, Soldier’s was closed. When | asked the question about
how much money will youreally save, | believe it will be very little. What we'll be doing
isdistributing our health care professionalsin a different way. Those doctors who we will
not allow to work in the community health centre that they actually practicein, will haveto
go and cover those emergency roomsin Middleton or in Digby.

| think what Dr. Rosswastrying to say in hisreport around emergency roomsisthat
we need to do a better job of distributing our health care professiondsin amore equitable
way across Nova Scotia so that more Nova Scotians can reach an emergency room that
would be open in atimely manner. Thisis not about saving money.
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Quite frankly, the government did say they were going to keep emergency rooms
open 24/7. Let’'s be clear about that. When you say you' re going to keep them open 24/7-
not from 8:00 to 10:00 p.m. - they told the people of my constituency and all across the
province they were going to keep them open 24/7.

One of the other things Dr. Ross talked about, and the minister and | have had a
conversation about this, was that when you close an emergency room or an outpatients
department, as| think may be amore appropriate referenceto it at 10:00 p.m., then 911 and
the EHS need to be called upon and Nova Scotians need to rely on the EHS morefrequently.

One of the issuesis, as we start this conversation, if that’s the road we re going to
go down, we also have to start discussing the fees Nova Scotians pay when they call for an
ambulance. There are Nova Scotianswho refuseto call when they should be calling because
they’re afraid of the bill when it arrives. The other issue with that is- | know the member
who spoke earlier and the member for Sackville-Cobequid would know - when EHS
transfers a patient out of my constituency, for example, and the ambulance comes into
Halifax, what happensis we begin to bump, ambulances start moving towards the capital.
For example, when an ambulance |leaves Bridgetown, one will come up from Annapolis,
leaving Annapolisvacant, which isareal void in that system and it will be areal challenge
to lay out the delivery of the model that Dr. Ross is talking about without looking at those
challenges and making sure that the holes in the system are being protected.

Mr. Speaker, it was spoken to earlier about some solutionsfor how we deal with the
health care professionalsand deal with the shortage of health care professions. Wehavelaid
on the tablewhat we think isavery positive one for the Province of Nova Scotia, that iswe
would designate 20 medical seatsayear at Dalhousie University and for us, asacommunity,
asaprovince, paying for their education, those physicians would go to communities where
we need their help, where we have a shortage of physicians.

| was actually accused by the L eader of the Progressive Conservative Party of being
too forward-thinking in the by-election. God forbid, Mr. Speaker, that a government and a
province and people who are elected actually thought beyond a political mandate.

The minister and | have had a conversation about ancther issue which is the
residency seats here and the fact that those seats, we don't have enough of them, Mr.
Speaker, we need more residencies here. We need more residency seats for Nova Scotia
students, for those students who are being educated here, who get their complete training
here, they are more likely to stay and work and live in this community.

Thethird year of aresidency program - and | know the minister and her department
aremoving onthisand | think thisis avery positive step. Shortly after Dr. Marrie became
the Dean of Dalhousie Medical School, | went down and met with him and we talked about
thisissue of third year residencies actuadly moving outside of the capital city, moving out
into rural partsof the provinceto do their internship in thethird year. That isapositive step
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forward, itisone of the positive solutionsthat | believewill help usdeal with the challenges
of accessing primary health careinrural areas.

| believe that when a number of those residents go out and start working in rural
Nova Scotia, they’ || want to move there and work there. They’ Il want to live there because
they’ Il see a quality of life for themselves and they will also see a quality of life for their
children, that they might want to raise them inarural part of our province.

To me, we arelooking at this whole issue around emergency rooms in abackward
way. It really isabout accessto health care. How can we best deliver amodel of health care
that will allow Nova Scatians to have access to that health care?

Mr. Speaker, in my constituency of Annapolis we have a collaborative practice, a
nurse practitioner, we have a number of physicians who work there. There'san RN in the
facility, there are dietitians in the community health centre. But there are some challenges
around the structure of some of those collaborative practices, and | know the minister and
| have spoken about this, that there needs to be measurable targets in the building of that
clinic. We need to make sure that the physicians are working those 40 hours in the clinic,
making sure that those Nova Scotians are getting access to their primary health carein the
clinic. If they work an evening shift inthe emergency room, we want them to work the next
day intheclinic, to ensure that those Nova Scotians are going in the appropriate placeto get
health care.

Thereal savingsin thisentire system will be, quite frankly, when we build asystem
that allows Nova Scotians to have access to primary care outside of the emergency room.
Everyonein thisbuilding, and | would hope all Nova Scotians know, we're allowing Nova
Scotians to access hedth care through an emergency room, which is the most expensive
portal to provide health care in. We need to redirect the patients, not close their access by
shutting down the emergency room at 10:00 p.m., we need to redirect them to a nurse
practitioner, to adiabetic program, chroni c disease management, all of thosethings. Thefact
that we're going to allow pharmacists to widen their scope of practiceis a positive thing.

Y ou may find this hard to believe, Mr. Speaker, but there are people going to the
emergency room in my constituency to have a prescription refilled. That is a poor usein
accessing health care. | look forward to seeing the minister’ s response to the Ross report
and making sure that we have timdy access to health care.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Opposition House L eader.

HON. MANNING MACDONALD: Mr. Speaker, wouldyou pleasecall Resolution
No. 2490.
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Res. No. 2490, re Educ.: Prog. Cuts- Planning Exercise - notice given Nov. 29/10 -
(Ms. K. Regan)

MR. SPEAKER: The honorable member for Bedford-Birch Cove.

MS. KELLY REGAN: Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to risein my place this afternoon
todiscussthis athough I'm not pleased that | haveto doit. Asthe government well knows,
school boards can'’t touch about 80 per cent of the funding that comesto them becausethat’s
already earmarked for salaries and that |eaves boards with about 20 per cent to maneuvre
with for things like programming. It might be, in fact, slightly less than 20 per cent, as my
colleague mentioned yesterday. The province needsto takeresponsibility for the partsof the
school board budgetsthat it runs up. It has been telling school boards to cut programswhile
telling them not to cut staff, asif programs run themselves and as if the biggest cost of
programsisn't, in fact, staffing them.

Theredlitiesarethat the schools of today are experiencing better retention ratesthan
we have had in the past. Our schools are serving more students with learning disabilities,
autism spectrum disorder and other physical issues. Intellectually chall enged students who
graduate high school are now eligible to remain a those schools for several years until
they’ reeligible for training programs and we' re asking our school s to take on far more than
they haveinthe past.

Nova Scotiaisonthecusp of facing amajor labour shortage. We do not do our future
workers any favours by slashing a system that already has the lowest rate of funding in the
country. Theimpact of cuts- we' retalking about cutsthat matter to students. We' retalking
about programsthat matter to students. Now, just last night the member for Dartmouth East
was attending a Christmas concert at alocal school and the parents were coming up to him
and saying they wereconcerned that if the province goesthrough with itscuts, there may not
be a concert next year, there may not be a music program next year.

In Yarmouth we know the board has sent home a letter with students asking their
parents to check off the school services they can live without. Parents are being forced to
choosebetween closing school sand having fewer programs. Some of thethingsthey’ vebeen
asked to give their thoughts on, everything from busservice, maintenance service, cafeteria
services, it says dl students would be expected to bring food from home or to eat off-site.
Now, granted, not all students have these in all boards but the parents are being forced to
make hard choicesthat, infact, thegovernment should be making. Professional devel opment
for school staff, technology services, anyone who has a computer knows that they break
down and if you gart eliminating that kind of thing from a school, you’ re going to have
problems.

Grants to school libraries, this would mean less access to materials beyond basic
classroom material and would inhibit the ability to research projects and to teach our kids
how to read for pleasure. Studies show that the better you read, the more likely you are to
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finish your schooling. Extra and co-curricular busing, again, some boards do not have that
and in many cases- and | know that’ s certainly the case at the school where my son goesfor
after-school band - in fact, the parents pay for after-school busing.

We could be looking at a reduction in the number of school support staff, so you'd
have fewer EPAs or PSAS, student support workers, library personnel, custodians and bus
drivers, areductionin the number of teaching staff, whichwould lead to larger classes, more
and larger combined classes, fewer course options for students and more teachers teaching
outside their areas of expertise.

| can tell you that | had two children go to school two years apart when there were
major changes made in the school system in the former Halifax County. In one case, my
ol dest daughter went to school and therewere 22 kidsin her classand they went for full days
and that child came out at the end of Primary ready to read chapter books. Her sister
followed two yearslater, when there were over 30 kidsin her class and they had moved the
Primary back to a half-day. We had to put my daughter in extra classes to help her out
becauseshejust did not havethat kind of intensive one-on-onetimewith her teacher because
her class was so jammed.

[4:30 p.m.]

The 13" thing that the Y armouth board asked about was the number of substitutes-
no school for students whose bus driver, PSA or teacher, is unable to report for work. All
students whose regular teachers are unavailable could be gathered in one room with a
supervisor and school would be cancelled if custodians were out.

Mr. Speaker, that is a huge implication and it aso goes on to talk about the
possibility of the number of French Immersion Programs being reduced, the number of
schoolsbeing cut, that there would be fewer programs. Then you start looking at thingslike
02, co-op and Reading Recovery cancelled and no new initiatives to hel p engage students,
resulting in more failure and closure, fewer programs, less choicefor high school.

Mr. Speaker, if we look at the Speech from the Throne in 2010, the government
promised education and training would be itsanswer to theimpending workforce shortage.
How isit keeping that promise? We haven’t seenit. | must say that past remarksthat thethen
Opyposition Leader made, for example, Saturday, November 13, 2004, “ School fundraising
goes back along way . . .” Dexter said, “But that's money that should be used to pay for
extracurricular activities.” He said that student feeswereincreasing, “. . . but they’ re paying
for things that should be funded through the Department of Education.” Do you think that
won't happen if we start making cuts that add up to 20 per cent or 22 per cent? He went on
tosay, “. . . school feesfor some families are just not affordable.”
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The Premier made it clear at that time that he was againg school funding for core
education materials, that a22 per cent cut isgoing to make that situation in our schoolseven
worse. In The ChronicleHerald on Friday, May 26, 2006, he sad, “We have aschool system
that isthe most underfunded inthe country . . . At some point intime, | think the government
just has to recognize that moving funding for schools up to the national average and
providing the children of the families of this province with the proper resourcesiswhat has
to happen.”

Mr. Speaker, what has happened in those four years? Why has the Premier
abandoned the families, abandoned the students of this province? | just want to say | think
our students deserve better than this.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Education.

HON. MARILYN MORE: Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to speak to Resolution No.
2490 and the road ahead for public education.

Mr. Speaker, it should come as no surprise to anyone that Nova Scotia, like the rest
of the world, is facing some very difficult financial challenges. Our costs are rising. Our
revenue growth isflowing and the course we are on is not sustainable. Thisisnot aposition
any government wishestobein, but werecognizethat Nova Scotiaisat acrossroads. Action
Isneeded to get the province' sfinancesin order and our budget back to balance. There will
be some very tough choices ahead for this province.

Nova Scotians expect their government to live within its means. They read
newspapers, they watch the news, they see with their own eyes that Nova Scotia is not
Immune to economic wave and demographic shifts sweeping the world. Nova Scotians are
ready for us to make some tough choices so long asthey are smart choices. | believe Nova
Scotians would be extremely disappointed with usif we did not explore all the options and
challenge al public sector partnersto find savings and efficiencies where they can.

Now, | don’t know about othersin thisHouse but | am herefor one reason - to watch
out for the best interests of our young people and to make life better for families. Mr.
Speaker, every government department, every agency and board, every public sector entity
that receives money from the taxpayers of this province is being asked to look for waysto
make things better, and public education is no different.

School boards are being asked to carefully examine their spending, to determinethe
potential impacts of our budget scenarios, and to ook at all optionsto achieve savings, while
minimizing the impact on the classroom. They have been presented with budget scenarios
totalling $197 million over three years. That's about 6 per cent a year on public school
budgets of just over $1 billion. We ve asked boards to examine what a reduction of 5 per
cent might look like over three years and what the potential impacts would be if they had to
absorb or were asked to absorb the normal inflationary and wage pressures. We have also
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asked them to give some careful consideration of other expenditure measures, to reflect the
fact that we have a public school system that continues to expand while our enrolments
shrink by almost 3,000 students ayear.

These are budget scenarios our education partners, and indeed the public, are not
used to seeing after adecade of funding increases. Given the dramatic enrolment declinein
our schools, contrasted with the 51 per cent rise in investment over the past 10 years, we
don’'t believe these budget scenarios are an unreasonabl e starting point for discussion.

I’d like everyone to ook at the big picture. On the first day of classes in September
1970, morethan 215,000 students headed off to school. It was our highwater mark. We have
been losing students every year since. In the last decade a one, student enrolments have
dropped by almost 30,000 andtoday we have about 127,000 studentsin 426 schools. Despite
thisdramatic declinein enrolment, government continued toinvest and expand programs and
servicesand targeted additional funding to keep community schools open. Government has
maintained the number of teachers, expanded core professional services, increased the
number of system consultantsat theboard level, and supported those servi ceswith additional
bureaucracy, all to support the teacher and the student in the classroom. By 2020 we will
have 17,000 fewer students still.

| am proud of the work that our boards do educating our students and the work that
the staff of the department does to support them in student learning, but as the world shifts
beneath uswemusgt ask ourselvesif there’ sabetter way to ensure our investment isreaching
its intended target. Do we have a school system that is positioned to meet the needs of
students in the 21% Century or are we funding a structure designed for a generation long
since graduated?

| don’t have the answer to those questions, at least not yet, but it is my duty and the
responsibility of thisgovernment to ask those hard questions and to take the necessary steps
to fulfill our obligations to students, their families, and the people of Nova Scotia. Thisis
the exercise weareon now. Nothing ismoreimportant to familiesthan the education of their
children, and | know that personally. | have a grandson who just started school a bit over a
year ago and a granddaughter who will be starting next Fall, so | have apersonal aswell as
ahigher-level responsibility and interestin al this. That is why we need to make sure that
the money weinvest in public education getsto whereit is needed most: the classroom. We
are working closely with boards to make sure that at the end of the day, we make the best
decisionsfor students and for public education within the current financial dimate. We are
being transparent and accountable.

Boardsareunderstandably apprehensive. Asaformer school board member |’ vebeen
in their shoes and | appreciate the position they’re in. They’re currently in the process of
working with their budget scenarios and identifying the potential impact. Oncewe havethat
information, we' Il sit down with them and go over theimpact so that we fully understand the
implications before any decisions are made. We are till in the very early stages of this
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budget exercise. No decisions have been made. We want to explore all the options, want to
work with boards, we want to seek their input and expertise, we want to find savings where
we can while minimizing the impact on students. We need to ook for every possible saving
in offices and administration before looking elsewhere.

Thisiswhat we're doing and we expect our partnersto do it too. There’ s no doubt
thereare difficult decisions ahead, but my hope, my expectation isthat wewill emergewith
astrong public education system that we can all be proud of. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Colchester North.

HON. KAREN CASEY : Mr. Speaker, I’ m pleased to stand in my place tonight and
speak to Resolution 2490. In particular, if | could refer to some of the whereas statements
in that particular resolution, it is aresolution that our caucus supported.

| want to speak to some information there that | think is critical. This 22 per cent
reduction will have a negative impact on programs that we are able to deliver for our
students. That isafact. We know that. Secondly, the Minister of Education cdlaims that this
need for budget cuts to education is aresult of declining enrolment and that is absolutely
false. We know that enrollment is addressed in our schools through the Hogg formula. Any
decline in enrollment and assignment of teachers is calculated with that formula. So this
budget cut exercise has nothing to do with enrollment and decline. It’s misleading to tell
peoplein Nova Scotia that is the real reason.

Lastly, the worry that this exercise, asit’s being called, is presenting for parents,
teachersand administrators. We know that school boards, at thistime of theyear, are already
well into their budget planning exercise. Their budget year ends March 31 and they begin
that process once school is in sesson and they get into the Fall, they start that budget
planning. Now, in the midst of that planning, this bomb has been dropped on them.

How can school board staff and school boards addressthe issue of planning for their
next year when they’ re scrambling totry to find 22 per cent cut inthe funding that they have.
The timing is terrible and some of the information is a bit questionable. Let’s ook at this.
We have parentswho are anxious. We have teacherswho aretrying to do their best, but it’s
uncertain what their future is going to be. We have administrators who are trying to
determine what their budget will be so they know what their staffing allocation will be, and
yet we're hearing that this is an exercise. I'm sorry, but this exercise is causing a lot of
unnecessary grief.

| want to talk a little bit about what has happened within the Department of
Education. Over the last number of years, there have been needs identified and programs
planned for and implemented that would address the different learning stylesand different
needs of students in our school system. Many of those programs are part of that targeted
funding. I’d like the minister to listen to some of the targeted funding and ask herself the
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guestion, what happens to the students who will benefit from that targeted funding if in fact
it's gone? | understand that boards are allowed now to look at targeted funding and that
scares me because targeted funding is put in place to meet the needs of students

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. The chatter’ s getting alittle high in the room.
[4:45p.m.]

MS. CASEY: Targeted funding was put in place because there were individud
student needs that were not being met through the regular program. Let’ s take Options and
Opportunities as an example. In one particular board, Chignecto Central School Board - the
second largest student population of all the boards in the province - Options and
Opportunities is a $1 million targeted budget line. Easy to take that out but look at the
students who are still in our public schools because of the Options and Opportunities
Program. These are students who would not, may not, and sometimes have not been able to
benefit from aregular classroom program. They go into the Optionsand Opportunities, they
are able to pick up some of those courses, along with their academic program, and they
graduate with a Grade 12 graduation certificate. Those kids are motivated and interested in
aprogram through O2. It'sgone, it’s an easy cut but what doesit do to the studentsin this
province who are benefitting from that?

Let’slook at another targeted fund, a budget line for autism. Now anyone who has
had the experience of being the parent of an autistic child, being the teacher of an autistic
child, or having any close relationship with a child with autism would recognize that their
needs require special attention in our classrooms. So the department hastargeted funding to
school boards to hdp them deal with children with autism. It’stargeted. If it'sgonein this
particular board, it isa$33,000 budget line and that i s support for studentswith autism. Easy
to cut that because it is part of targeted funding.

Let’slook at another one, math mentors. Everyoneinthis House knowsthe problem
that we havein this province with math scores, so thedepartment has put in aprogram where
people can be mentored, to hep teachers with teaching math. It stargeted, it's gone. This
particular board, $364,000 to support math mentors to try to get math scores up to an
acceptable standard. It will be goneif boards have to take a 22 per cent cut and they can cut
into targeted funding.

Y ou can be sure, Mr. Speaker, that the needs of studentsthat are currently being met
through supports in targeted funding, will be left and they will be lost. They will drop out
and the math scores will show that. We will not be providing quality education for our
studentsin this province and we have made significant gains and a 22 per cent cut is going
to dlash everything that this province has gained, everything we have done to public
education, to help our students to be better qualified, keep them in school, better educated
so they can go on.
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We brag about this being an education province and we have to educate our young
people. We know that and yet we' re going to slash the very programs that alow usto do
that. Mr. Speaker, a22 per cent cut in education issomething that will destroy and devastate
our education system. It will be the kids of our province now and the future people in our
employ in this province who will not get what they deserve. They will not get what they
deserve because this government feels that they need to cut 22 per cent from a department
that is already down to less than 15 per cent of discretionary funding.

We haveteachers salaries, we have targeted funding and now we' re going to slash
the funding so that these student will pay a price and, Mr. Speaker, they will pay a price.
Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings West.

MR. LEO GLAVINE: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. | am pleased to risein
my place tonight to speak about aresolution put forward by my colleague and addressed so
well by the former Minister of Education.

Asan MLA who came to the House, getting toward the end of his career, ateacher
by training, by experience and, as sone have said, by temperament, it’s very difficult for me
to get up and speak in such a short time on such an important issue in this province.

Now first of all, Mr. Speaker, | think that this Minister of Education missed an
absolutely glorious, a needed moment in time in Nova Scotia to review the Hogg Formula.
If she had done that 18 months ago, in fact it would have helped her to address some of the
inequitieswithin the whol e system of Nova Scotia because some boards get a bit too much,
othersget less. Dr. Jim Gunnworked for hisentire last few yearsto help the Department of
Education realizethat the AV RSB system was underfunded, the HRM system underfunded.
Address those and you start to look at evening out and a greater equity.

WE're a province that has one of the lowest levels of funding for education in the
country. We can’t be looking at a 22 per cent cut, it’ stotally unrealistic. One of the things
that the minister is absolutely wrong - ask any educator in this province about it - in saying
we've dropped from a couple of hundred thousand to 133,000 students therefore we now
need less money. Twenty years ago, the drop-out rate in Nova Scotia was 17.8 per cent.
Today we're at around 7.8 per cent. To get down to that 7.8 per cent was not an additional
million a year, it was exponentially more to arrive at that kind of figure, in fact, a good
national figure that we're at. Now she’ s going to jeopardize one of the great achievements
that we' ve made in this province.

The Gunn report said that in our junior high years, we need more people in the
hallways. M ore peopl eassi sting teachersin theclassroom, identifying the childrenintrouble
that would hel p them early and keep them in school. We need EA s and those kind of trained
people to get into our schools.
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Take alook at our national and international testing. It’s not bad but it’s not where
it needs to be and where it could be. In our national testing we were always in the top five
at one point in the history of our province, now we' re usualy in the bottom five. We have
alot of work to do and good, targeted placement of dollars can, in fact, help us raise our
standards. We need more EAS, not less, | hear every September in letters from parents
whose children are not getting the kind of assistance they need. | talk to teachers now and
unlike the old days, guess what they’re doing? They’re making four lesson plans. We've
modernized in our classrooms, we' re meeting some of the modern strategi es and approaches
to teaching.

Could you imagine preparing four lesson plans and then in your class you have two
autistic children? Do you know that in HRM done, 50 autistic children entered the system
thisyear. That's costly to meet their needs but if we don’t pay now - | also go into small
option homeswherethere are adultswho are autistic and they have avocabulary of five, six,
seven, eight words - we will pay much later to keep somebody in an institution for 50, 60,
70 years of their life.

There’ sawhole different way of trying to accommodate learning styles and it’sno
guestion that it costs morefor our system to run. We' re now down to onevocational school.
and | know the new modern community colleges are outstanding but vocational school
education hasbuilt-in enormous strengths and we have oneleft in the province. The Options
and Opportunities, which my colleague opposite mentioned, we know how this has hel ped
lift anumber of studentstogain aninsight into their potential and the kind of career that they
could go on to and an actual direct assist because those courses can be used when they go
on to community college. We don’'t need a single cut there. In fact, there are many boards
not meeting the current needs. We need to be able to have more O2 in our schools. It's a
dynamite program. Teachers are getting better training to deliver it and the success of
students staying in school, to have this program available, we need to expand it.

Alternate schools, look at the school boards with an alternate school, maybe two or
even three, as AVRSB has. Last week | had one of the most heartening letters since
becoming an MLA, thinking that perhaps this kind of school may be jeopardized. It’s the
first time that her daughter is enjoying school, is learning, is discovering some of her
potential. These are things that we cannot jeopardize with a20 per cent to 22 per cent cut
potentially in funding.

| would encourage the minister to start a province tour and go into our schools, go
into the classrooms, look a what is going on, talk to teachers, talk to adminigtrators. This
would be a wonderful reality check before she and the department get down to having to
review this.

| can assure the minister that she will be saying we have to at least remain at the
status quo of the dollars that we're currently putting into education. Are there afew little
places where some adjustments could be made? Absolutely, but they’ re very, very minimal
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indeed. To take a serious bite out of the front-line teachers and EAsin this province is not
to move at al in theright direction. So | would really encourage the minigter to take avery
seriouslook. Wedon’t want to remain ahave-not province, and education isone of the areas
that we can, in fact, teach and train the next generation of Nova Scotians.

I'll just end off with a note, my last little paragraph in my last article to the
newspaper - education is the answer to our problems, not the symptom. Education is not
causing usfinancid problemsin this province. Further cutting funding to our schoolsis not
an option. | ask the Dexter Government to work with everybody, no matter their political
affiliation, to make decisions that will strengthen our economy now and in the future.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Opposition House L eader.

HON. MANNING MACDONALD: Mr. Speaker, that completes the Liberal
Opposition Businessfor today. | would now turn it back to the Deputy Government House
L eader for tomorrow’ s business.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Deputy Government House L eader.

MR. DAVID WILSON: Mr. Speaker, the hours for tomorrow will be 12:00 noon
until 6:00 p.m. After the daily routine and orders of the day, we'll have Public Bills for
Second Reading - Bill Nos. 88, 121, 122, 123, 124, and 125, and also the billsthat arein the
Committee of the Whole House on Bills - Bill Nos. 103, 105, 106, 109, and 110.

MR. SPEAKER: The motion isthat the House do now rise to meet again tomorrow
from 12:00 noon until 6:00 p.m.

Isit agreed?

Itisagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motionis carried.

We are now adjourned until noon tomorrow.

[The Houserose at 4:57 p.m.]
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NOTICES OF MOTION UNDER RULE 32(3)
RESOLUTION NO. 2639
By:  Hon. Chrigopher d’ Entremont (Argyle)

| hereby give notice that on afuture day | shall move the adoption of the following
resolution:

Whereas anniversaries are occasions for family and friends to gather together to
celebrate the life of two individuals united as one; and

Whereasit hasbeen said that: A marriage anniversary isthe cd ebration of love, trust,
partnership, tolerance and tenacity, but the order varies for any given year; and

Whereas on August 6, 2010, a very special occasion took place when Dennis and
Doreen Pottier celebrated their 50" Anniversary;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly join me in
congratulating Dennis and Doreen on this remarkable milestonein their lifetogether and in
wishing them many more happy years.

RESOLUTION NO. 2640
By:  Ms. Vicki Conrad (Queens)

| hereby give notice that on afutureday | shall move the adoption of the following
resolution:

Whereas the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 38 of Liverpool continues to support
and provide funding to so many causes in the community, year after year; and

Whereas funds are raised through the annual Poppy Campaign, their Friday night
suppers, darts, Friday Night Fever dances, variety shows, fleamarketsand anumber of other
activities; and

Whereas the funds raised through these events are donated to groups and
organizations throughout Queens to enable them to purchase additional equipment, give
away abit more food or make someone’' s day abit better;

Therefore beit resolved that this House of Assembly recognize and thank all of the
members of the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 38 in Liverpool for dl of their financial
support to groups and organi zations throughout Queens.
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RESOLUTION NO. 2641
By: Ms. Vicki Conrad (Queens)

| hereby give notice that on afuture day | shall move the adoption of the following
resolution:

Whereasthe company of OL S(On Line Support) cameto Queens County afew years
ago, opening a customer support service which employs people who can share, grow and
thrive during their career with the company; and

Whereas OLS takes pride in their employees and recognizes the successes of

employees for their outstanding achievements with the Awards of Excellence every year;
and

Whereas Cindy Swinimer was recognized during the 2009 Awards of Excellence
presentation as the Team Leader of the Y ear, Canada wide;

Therefore be it resolved that this House of Assembly recognize and congratul ate
Cindy Swinimer on having won the Canada wide 2009 Awards of Excellence for her
outstanding achievement in winning the Team Leader of the Y ear.
RESOLUTION NO. 2642
By:  Ms. Vicki Conrad (Queens)

| hereby give notice that on afuture day | shall move the adoption of the following
resolution:

Whereas all Nova Scotians will achieve better health and a sense of achievement
through active participation in recreational sport; and

Whereas the Milton Dambusters competed in the Summer Swimming Provincials
held in Bedford in August; and

Whereas Shakira Joudrey, 12 years old, placed 52™ in the 100-metre Free and 56
in the 50-metre Back;

Thereforebe it resolved that the House of Assembly recognize Shakira Joudrey for
her wonderful accomplishments at the Summer Swimming Provincial Tournament.
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RESOLUTION NO. 2643
By: Ms. Vicki Conrad (Queens)

| hereby give notice that on afuture day | shall move the adoption of the following
resolution:

Whereas all Nova Scatians will achieve better health and a sense of achievement
through active participation in recreational sport; and

Whereas the Milton Dambusters competed in the Summer Swimming Provincids
held in Bedford in August; and

Whereas Jacob Chandler, 13 years old, had al personal bests and placed 19" in the
200-metre Free, 19" in the 100-metre Free, 15" in the 50-metre Fly, 19" in the 100-metre
IM, and 11" in the 50-metre Back;

Therefore be it resolved that the House of Assembly recognize Jacob Chandler for
his wonderful accomplishmentsat the Summer Swimming Provincial Tournament.

RESOLUTION NO. 2644
By: Ms. Vicki Conrad (Queens)

| hereby give notice that on afuture day | shall move the adoption of the following
resolution:

Whereas all Nova Scatians will achieve better health and a sense of achievement
through active participation in recreational sport; and

Whereas the Milton Dambusters competed in the Summer Swimming Provincids
held in Bedford in August; and

Whereas Jessica LaRocque, 14 years old, placed 47" in the 50-metre Breast, 53 in
the 100-metre Free, 46" in the 50-metre Fly, 52" in the 100-metre IM, and 28" in the 50-
metre Back;;

Thereforebeit resolved that the House of Assembly recognize JessicalL aRocquefor
her wonderful accomplishmentsat the Summer Swimming Provincial Tournament.
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RESOLUTION NO. 2645
By: Ms. Vicki Conrad (Queens)

| hereby give notice that on afuture day | shall move the adoption of the following
resolution:

Whereas all Nova Scatians will achieve better health and a sense of achievement
through active participation in recreational sport; and

Whereas the Milton Dambusters competed in the Summer Swimming Provincids
held in Bedford in August; and

WhereasRachel MacNeil-Dixon, 12 yearsold, placed 37" inthe 100-metre Free, 39™
in the 100-metre IM, and 18" in the 50-metre Back;

Therefore be it resolved that the House of Assembly recognize Rachel MacNeil-
Dixon for her wonderful accomplishments at the Summer Swimming Provincial
Tournament.

RESOLUTION NO. 2646
By Hon. Karen Casey (Colchester North)

| hereby give noticethat on afuture day | shall move the adoption of the following
resolution:

WhereasArriel Tucker, astudent at North Col chester High School, isknownfor her
many volunteer activities; and

Whereas Arriel is a member of the girls leadership program, a student council
representative, a member of the Police Advisory Committee, an active member of Guides,
and aJunior Brownieleader, astudent representati ve who organizesand supervisesactivities
for the after school program for elementary-aged children; and

WhereasArriel isa2010 recipient of the Lieutenant Governor’sMedal, iscurrently
working on the Duke of Edinburgh Award, aswell as planning and fundraising for atrip to
Equador, through the Me to We organization;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratulate
Arriel Tucker for being named North Col chester High School’ sstudent of the month for May
and commend her for the many contributions she makes to benefit the lives of others.
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RESOLUTION NO. 2647
By Hon. Karen Casey (Colchester North)

| hereby give notice that on afuture day | shall move the adoption of the following
resolution:

Whereas the Ada Mingo Memorial Teen Writing Competition is sponsored by the
Colchester-East Hants Public Library; and

Whereas the competition is held each year to encourage creative writing by
teenagers; and

Whereas the competition is open to any teen from ages 13 to 19 years who possess
alibrary card;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratul ate
Jessica Shortt of Tatamagouche, Colchester North, for winning 3 place in the 16-19 age
category of the Ada Mingo Memorial Teen Writing competition.

RESOLUTION NO. 2648
By Hon. Karen Casey (Colchester North)

| hereby give notice that on afuture day | shall move the adoption of the following
resolution:

Whereas the Nova Scotia Provincid Exhibition provides an opportunity for young
equestrians to show their skills; and

Whereas training and looking after a horse develops commitment, responsibility,
leadership and dedication; and

Whereas 19-year-old Erin Groves, from North River, Colchester North, has been
training and working hard at honing her skills for the past 12 years;

Therefore be it resolved that al members of this House of Assembly congratulate
Erin Grovesfor placing firstin the Colchester Equestrian Classat theNovaScotiaProvincia
Exhibition.
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RESOLUTION NO. 2649
By Hon. Karen Casey (Colchester North)

| hereby give notice that on afuture day | shall move the adoption of the following
resolution:

Whereasschool athletesmust bewel | organized to be ableto participatein sportsand
still maintain good academic grades; and

Whereas |leadership, good sportsmanship and cooperation are only a few of the
valuable skills learned by being part of ateam; and

Whereas Adam Sandeson, a student at Central Colchegter Junior High Schooal, in
Onslow, Colchester North, waspresented with the Coach’ sAward for CrossCountry Skiing,
MV Pfor Boys Volleyball, Rookie of the Y ear for Curling, Coach’s Award for Badminton
and NSSAF Sportsmanship Award;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratulate
Adam Sandeson for the many awards he received at the Central Colchester Junior High
School Awards banquet and especidly for being named Athlete of the Year.
RESOLUTION NO. 2650
By Hon. Karen Casey (Colchester North)

| hereby give notice that on afuture day | shall move the adoption of the following
resolution:

Whereasmotorcyderacer Gary Miller fromDebert, Col chester North, was Canadian
champion in 1999; and

Whereas Gary Miller is a nine-time winner of the Maritime Vintage Class
Championship from 1988 to 1999; and

Whereas Gary formerly ran the Race School a thetrack at Atlantic Motorsport Park
in North Salem, lived at the circuit as caretaker and still continues to race;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratul ate
Gary Miller for being honoured by his counterparts during the fina round of the ARL series
for 40 years of motorcycle racing and wish him continued success with this sport.
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RESOLUTION NO. 2651
By:  Hon. Karen Casey (Colchester North)

| hereby give notice that on afuture day | shall move the adoption of the following
resolution:

Whereas Carol Dexter and Arthur Haskins of Great Village, Colchester North, have
been exhibiting dahlias and winning multiple awards throughout Nova Scotiafor a number
of years; and

Whereas Carol and Arthur decided to join about 250 other exhibitors a the North
American Dahlia Show held in Chattanooga, Tennessee; and

Whereasthey picked over 200 blooms on theday beforethey |eft and used ice packs
to keep them cool on the back of the truck for the 1,600 miletrip;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly extend
congratulations to Carol Dexter and Arthur Haskins for the multiple awards they received
at the very pregtigious North American Dahlia Show, including Sweepstakes Awards for
most overall points in various sections.

RESOLUTION NO. 2652
By:  Hon. Karen Casey (Colchester North)

| hereby give notice that on afuture day | shall move the adoption of the following
resolution:

Whereas the Eastern Canadian Softball Championships were held in North
Colchester in August 2010 at the Leo Blair Memorial Fieldsin North River; and

Whereas the North River Inglis Jewellers Diamond Gators hosted teams from
Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island; and

WhereasNorth River’ sHolly Denny struck out 15 hittersto lead the Gatorstoawin
of 2-0 over Ontario’s Port Perry Angels to put the Gators in the finals aganst New
Brunswick’s Saint John Selects;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly offer their
congratulations to the North River Inglis Jewellers Diamond Gators for becoming the
Eastern Canadian Midget Girls Fastball Champions and for bringing this honour to Nova
Scotiafor the first time.
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RESOLUTION NO. 2653
By:  Hon. Karen Casey (Colchester North)

| hereby give notice that on afuture day | shall move the adoption of the following
resolution:

Whereas young dancers from Colchester County continue to carry on the tradition
of Highland dancing; and

Whereas Camryn Rieksts of Valley, Colchester North, competed in the Antigonish
Highland Games in the Beginner Eight Division; and

Whereas Camryn also competed in the Festival of Tartans in Beginner Eight and
Nine;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratul ate
Camryn Rieksts for her excellence in Scottish dance, having won awards in both
competitions.

RESOLUTION NO. 2654
By:  Hon. Karen Casey (Colchester North)

I hereby give notice that on afuture day | shall move the adoption of the following
resolution:

WhereasDrew Bezanson from Onslow Mountain, Col chester North, won the Simpel
Session in Tallinn, Estonia, the Toronto BM X Jam and the Jomopro in Missouri; and

Whereas Drew, even with an injured shoulder, qualified for hisfirst X Games (the
most popular competition in the sport), competed on the AS Dew Tour, and did lots of
filming and Internet videos, performing some tricks that had never been done before; and

Whereasthewinner of NORA Cup, themost prestigiousawardaBM X rider canwin,
is chosen from competitors from all over the world;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratulate
Drew Bezanson for being named by those in the industry asthisyear’ sNORA Cup winner
for best ramp rider of the year, the Oscar of the BMX world.
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RESOLUTION NO. 2655
By:  Hon. Karen Casey (Colchester North)

| hereby give notice that on afuture day | shall move the adoption of the following
resolution:

Whereas Abigael Brownell of North River, Colchester North, competed in the
Pugwash Gathering of the Clansin July and dso at the Gaelic College in St. Anns, Cape
Breton; and

Whereasin August Abigael competed at the Festival of Tartansin New Glasgow and
at the Hector Festival in Pictou; and

WhereasAbigael also competed inthe PrinceEdward |sland Highland Gameswhere
she earned the high aggregate trophy for the Beginner Nine and younger category;

Therefore be it resolved that all members fo this House of Assembly congratulate
Abigael Brownell for her outstanding achievement in winning awards at each of the
numerous competitions in which she participated during the summer.



