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House of Assembly
Nova Scotia

HALIFAX, MONDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 2010
Sixty-first General Assembly
Second Session
4:00 P.M.
SPEAKER
Hon. Charlie Parker
DEPUTY SPEAKERS

Mr. Gordon Gosse, Mr. Leo Glavine, Mr. Alfie MacLeod

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. We' || wel come everybody back to abrand new week,
and we'll begin the daily routine.

PRESENTING AND READING PETITIONS

PRESENTING REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

TABLING REPORTS, REGULATIONS AND OTHER PAPERS

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Deputy Premier.

HON. FRANK CORBETT: Mr. Speaker, as the Minister of the Public Service
Commission, | beg leave to table the Annual Report of the Civil Service Disclosure of

Wrongdoing Regulations and Policy, 2009-2010.

MR. SPEAKER: Thereport is tabled.

The honourable Minister of Transportation and Infrastructure Renewd.

4157
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HON. WILLIAM ESTABROOKS: Mr. Speaker, | beg leave to table the 5-Year
Highway Improvement Plan for the Province of Nova Scotia.

MR. SPEAKER: The report is tabled.
The honourable Minister of Agriculture.

HON. JOHN MACDONELL: Mr. Speaker, | beg leave to table The Nova Scotia
Crop and Livestock Insurance Commission, Annual Report for the year 2009-10.

MR. SPEAKER: Thereport is tabled.

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS

GOVERNMENT NOTICES OF MOTION

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Tourism, Culture and Heritage.
RESOLUTION NO. 2466

HON. PERCY PARIS: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on afuture day | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Inn on the Lake in Fall River has become a member of Choice Hotels
Canada and is an important contributor of good jobs that grow the economy in its
community; and

Whereasthe Inn has received a 2010 national APEX Award for Rookie of the Y ear,
from Choice Hotels, in recognition of its efforts to ensure a high standard of quality in all
aspects of its operation; and

Whereasthe Inn on the L ake has demonstrated a passion for providing exceptional
experiences for their guests and contributes to the strength of Nova Scotia' s tourism
industry, which helps make life better for families throughout our province;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House congratul ate the Inn on the
Lake on their Rookie of the Year Award from Choice Hotels, and wish them continued
success in the future.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.
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Isit agreed?
It isagreed.
Would &l those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motionis carried.
The honourable Minister of Agriculture.
RESOLUTION NO. 2467

HON. JOHN MACDONELL: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on afuture day
| shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereasthe Atlantic Agricultural Hall of Fame was established in 1968 as a means
of recognizing Atlantic Canadians for their contributions to developing our region’s
agricultural industry; and

WhereasWilliam D. M cCurdy of Old Barnsisanindustry leader in soil conservation
and agriculture technology innovation, and adairy farmer who has exemplified leadership
in hislocal farming community by looking for new ideas and adopting better ways to do
things; and

WhereasWilliam D. M cCurdy was honoured on October 28, 2010, asNova Scotia's
inductee in the Atlantic Agricultural Hall of Fame;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House congratulate William D.
McCurdy upon hisinduction into the Atlantic Agricultural Hall of Fame.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Isit agreed?

It isagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.
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The honourable Minister of Fisheries and Aquaculture.
[4:15 p.m.]
RESOLUTION NO. 2468

HON. STERLINGBELLIVEAU: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on afuture
day | shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Charlesville lobster fisher Robert Hines suffered serious injuries while
preparing for the opening of the southwestern Nova Scotialobster fishery on November 27,
2010; and

Whereas the local fishing community stepped up to the plate to help their fellow
fisher, ensuring Mr. Hines' boat |oaded with traps left with the rest of the fleet when the
season opened on November 29, 2010; and

Whereas the commercial fishery is one of the most dangerous professions in the
world, where safety must be the number one consideration;

Thereforebeit resolved that thisHouse of Assembly wish Charlesvillelobster fisher
Robert Hines a speedy recovery from hisinjuries and applaud the local fishing community
for stepping up to the plate to help their fellow fishers.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.

Isit agreed?

It isagreed.

Would &l those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Fisheries and Aquaculture.

RESOLUTION NO. 2469

HON. STERLINGBELLIVEAU: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give noticethat on afuture
day | shall move the adoption of the following resolution:
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Whereasthe six-month southwestern NovaScotiacommercial |obster fishery opened
in Lobster Fishing Areas (LFA) 33 and 34, on November 29, 2010; and

Whereas the southwestern Nova Scotia lobster fishery is the largest in the world,
employing thousands of people aboard the 1,683 vessels that make up the fleet, as well as
hundreds more onshore; and

Whereas lobster is the number one seafood export for Nova Scotia, as well as
Canada, with LFAs 33 and 34 landings worth a preliminary $250 million for the 2009-10
season;

Therefore be it resolved that this House of Assembly wish all southwestern Nova
Scotiafishers a safe and prosperous start to the 2010-11 lobster fishery, which opened on
November 29, 2010.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.

Isit agreed?

Itisagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motionis carried.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

Bill No. 118 - Entitled an Act to Promote Public Interest Disclosure of
Wrongdoing. (Hon. Frank Corbett)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Service Nova Scotia and Municipal
Relations on an introduction.

HON. RAMONA JENNEX: Mr. Speaker, | would like to draw attention to the east
galery. In the gallery this afternoon we have Dean Johnston, the Director of Residentid
Tenanciesfor the Province of Nova Scotia, and we also have Mark Coffin, the Registrar of
Condominiums. | would like to have them receive the warm welcome of the House this
afternoon. (Applause)

Bill No. 119 - Entitled an Act to Amend Chapter 401 of the Revised Statutes of
1989. The Residential Tenancies Act. (Hon. Ramona Jennex)
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Bill No. 120 - Entitled an Act to Amend Chapter 85 of the Revised Statutes of
1989. The Condominium Act. (Hon. Ramona Jennex)

MR. SPEAKER: Ordered that these bills be read a second time on afuture day.

NOTICES OF MOTION

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cape Breton South.
RESOLUTION NO. 2470

HON. MANNING MACDONALD: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a
future day | shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereasif Nova Scotiaisto encourage new investment, jobs, and prosperity, labour
laws must be designed to meet the challenges of the global economy and workplaces of the
21* Century; and

Whereasitistheroleof government to create aworkplace environment where people
are treated fairly and employers and employees are able to work together without discord
and pressure; and

Whereas al government decisions and legislative changes pertaining to the
workplace should be created with consultation and have compl ete buy-in from all types of
workplaces in the province, not just a select few;

Thereforebeit resolved that the Deputy Premier recognizethat in atimeof economic

instability, the importance of consultation and participation with all types of employers
pertaining to labour law in Nova Scotia is more vital than ever for future economic

prosperity.
Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.
MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.
Isit agreed?
| hear severa Noes.
The noticeis tabled.

The honourable L eader of the Progressive Conservative Party.
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RESOLUTION NO. 2471

HON. JAMIE BAILLIE: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on afuture day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereasthe government hasintroduced Bill No. 100, the L abour Board Act, without
proper public consultation and vetting; and

Whereas clausesin this bill have the potential to create sweeping change in labour-
management relations and possibly the competitive position of our province; and

Whereas employers and employees in Nova Scotia have a right to a full public
discussion of proposed legidation that affects them;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House agree that those aspects of
Bill No. 100 which have not been presented for public discussion and input prior to drafting
of the bill be struck from the bill and that the bill bere-introduced in aform that isreflective
of an honest vetting by the public.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waver.

Isit agreed?

| hear severd Noes.

The notice is tabled.

The honourable member for Queens.

RESOLUTION NO. 2472

MS. VICKI CONRAD: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give noticethat on afutureday | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Canadian Forces members serving in Kandahar, Afghanistan, gopreciate
receiving correspondence from students across Canada at this time of year; and

Whereas Cathy Wentzell, a Grade 5 teacher at Dr. John C. Wickwire Academy in
Liverpool, Queens County, has coordinated a Christmas card-writing project for our
Canadian Forces members; and
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Whereas Grades 2 to 6 students have sent approximately 100 cards to Canadian
Forcesmembersin Kandahar, Afghanistan, wishing them avery merry and safe Christmas;

Therefore be it resolved that this House of Assembly recognize and thank Cathy
Wentzell for coordinating the Christmas card-writing project and avery special thank you
to al of the Grades 2 to 6 students for taking the time to send Chrisgmas cardsto Canadian
Forces members in Kandahar, Afghanistan.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.

Isit agreed?

It isagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motionis carried.

The honourable member for Halifax Clayton Park.

RESOLUTION NO. 2473

MS. DIANA WHALEN: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereasif Nova Scotiaisto encourage new investment, jobs, and prosperity, labour
laws must be designed to meet the challenges of the globa economy and workplaces of the
21% Century; and

Whereasitistheroleof government to create aworkplace environment where people
are treated fairly and employers and employees are able to work together without discord
and pressure; and

Whereas all government decisions and legidlative changes pertaining to the
workplace, like Bill No. 100, should be created with consultation and have complete buy-in
from all types of workplaces in the province, not just a select few;

Therefore be it resolved that the Minister of Health recognize that in a time of
economic instability, the importance of consultation and participation with all types of
employers pertaining to labour law in Nova Scotia is more vital than ever for future
economic prosperity.
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Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.

Isit agreed?

| hear severd Noes.

The notice is tabled.

The honourable member for Hants West.

MR. CHUCK PORTER: Mr. Speaker, may | be permitted to do an introduction?
MR. SPEAKER: Certainly.

MR. PORTER: Inthe gallery opposite thisafternoon, we are privileged to have with
us some rock stars, or up and coming rock stars. We have four young gentlemen who
competed in the CBC Main Street Best High School Band and they won a week or so ago
as the best rock band on the mainland. I’ d like to introduce to you this afternoon, Danaan
Pederson, Justin Tousignan, Evan Stoney and Ryan Langdon. Along with them are Kim
Langdon, Mark Langdon and Darlene Pederson, you may stand aswell and receive awarm
welcome of the House and the members here, please. (Applause)

RESOLUTION NO. 2474

MR. CHUCK PORTER: Mr. Speaker, | hereby givenoticethat on afutureday | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

WhereasCBC’ sMain Street program recently held aSchool of Rock contest for high
school and junior high school bands; and

WhereasRyan L angdon, Justin Tousignan, Danaan Pederson and Evan Stoney of the
band S.S. Khandalla showcased their musical talents in the School of Rock contest where
they took first place November 10" and earned the distinctive title as the best high school
band on the mainland; and

Whereasfor all their hard work, these outstanding young musicians have won the
exciting opportunity to record aradio-ready single in CBC's Studio H in early 2011,

Therefore be it resolved that Ryan, Justin, Danaan and Evan be congratulated on
winning the first School of Rock competition and wish them continued success in their
music endeavours.
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Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.
MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.
Isit agreed?
Itisagreed.
Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.
The honourable member for Lunenburg.
RESOLUTION NO. 2475

MS. PAM BIRDSALL: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give noticethat on afutureday | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Stephen Lewis, through the Stephen Lewis Foundation, began the
Grandmothers to Grandmothers Campaign in 2006, an organization in which Canadian
grandmothers raise awareness and support for African grandmothers who are caring for
children orphaned by the AIDS epidemic; and

WhereasM ahone Bay-basedtextileartist V al erieHearder, who hasdeep connections
in South Africa, was inspired by this organization to create African Threads, a company
whichimportsfair tradetextilesand craft itemsfrom South Africato be marketedin Canada,
with 15 per cent of her profit going back to the Stephen Lewis Foundation; and

Whereasthisfair trade business, which makes adirectimpact on the lives of women
in South Africa, hosted an open house on November 27" and 28" and another on December
5" and 6", featuring a collection of unique and unusual crafts, jewdlery and textiles;

Therefore be it resolved that this House of Assembly recognize the Grandmothers
to Grandmothers campaign and the efforts of Valerie Hearder to support this campaign
through her donations to the Stephen Lewis Foundation.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.
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Isit agreed?
It isagreed.
Would &l those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.
The honourable member for Kings West.
RESOLUTION NO. 2476

MR. LEO GLAVINE: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on afuture day | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereasif Nova Scotiaisto encourage new investment, jobs, and prosperity, labour
laws must be designed to meet the challenges of the global economy and workplaces of the
21* Century; and

Whereasitistheroleof government to create aworkplace environment where people
are treated fairly and employers and employees are able to work together without discord
and pressure; and

Whereas al government decisions and legidlative changes pertaining to the
workplacelike Bill No. 100 should be created with consultation and have compl ete buy-in
from all types of workplaces in the province, not just a select few;

Thereforebeit resolved that the Minister of Financerecognize at atime of economic

instability the importance of consultation and participation with all types of employers
pertaining to labour law in Nova Scotia is more vital than ever for future economic

prosperity.
Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.
MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.
Isit agreed?
| hear severd Noes.
The noticeis tabled.

The honourable member for Cape Breton North.
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RESOLUTION NO. 2477

HON. CECIL CLARKE: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas third-year students at Cape Breton Univerdsty’s Bachdor of Arts
Community Studies Program along with their advisor, Constable Paul Ratchford, and Jess
MacNeil of CBU’s Sudentsin Free Enterprise, devised an innovative and exciting contest
to introduce local high school students to what CBU hasto offer; and

Whereasthe goal of the contest, Let’s Can Hunger, is to see which high school can
raise the most food bank donations while promoting CBU and strengthening community
spirit; and

Whereastheresult isawin-winsituation for theuniversity and thelocal high schools
but the biggest winner being our local food banks;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly join me in
congratu!ayti ng these young Cape Bretoners who are trying to build stronger, more caring
communities.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.

Isit agreed?

It isagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motionis carried.

[4:30 p.m.]
The honourable member for Clare.

RESOLUTION NO. 2478

HON. WAYNE GAUDET: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on afuture day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:
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Whereasif Nova Scotiaisto encourage new investment, jobs, and prosperity, labour
laws must be designed to meet the challenges of the global economy and workplaces of the
21% Century; and

Whereasitistherole of government to createworkplace environmentswhere people
are treated fairly and employers and employees are able to work together without discord
and pressure; and

Whereas al government decisions and legidative changes pertaining to the
workplace should be created with consultation and have complete buy-in from all types of
workplaces and the province, not just a select few;

Therefore be it resolved that the Minister of Transportation and Infrastructure
Renewal recognizethat in atime of economicinstability, theimportance of consultation and
participation with all types of employers pertaining to labour law in Nova Scotia is more
vital than ever for future economic prosperity.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.

Isit agreed?

| hear severd Noes.

The notice is tabled.

The honourable member for Inverness.

RESOLUTION NO. 2479

MR.ALLAN MACMASTER: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give noticethat on afutureday
| shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas the Blind Piper’s Chanter isamusical artifact that may be older than the
man who played it, lain Dall MacKay, who was born in 1656 in Gairlock, Scotland; and

Whereas his descendants, the MacKay family in Nova Scotia, brought the chanter
here when they emigrated from Scotland in 1805, where it continued to be played in the
Gaslic tradition; and

Whereas John Gibson of Judique, who has written two books on the history of
highland bagpiping, recognized the value of thistreasure, and through his efforts, Heritage
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Canada will now approach the owner of the chanter, Michael Sinclair, about keeping this
precious ingrument here to commemorate the piping tradition of Nova Scotia;

Thereforebeit resolved that all members of this House of Assembly commend John
Gibson for his efforts to protect our cultura treasures for the appreciation of future
generations of Nova Scotians.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waver.

Isit agreed?

Itisagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motionis carried.

The honourable member for Bedford-Birch Cove.

RESOLUTION NO. 2480

MS. KELLY REGAN: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give noticethat on afuture day | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereasif Nova Scotiaisto encourage new investment, jobs, and prosperity, labour
laws must be designed to meet the challenges of the global economy and workplaces of the
21* Century; and

Whereasit istheroleof government to create aworkplace environment where people
are treated fairly and employers and employees are able to work together without discord
and pressure; and

Whereas all government decisions and legidative changes pertaining to the
workplace should be created with consultation and have complete buy-in from all types of
workplaces in the province, not just a select few;

Therefore be it resolved that the Minister of Labour and Workforce Development
recognize that in a time of economic instability, the importance of consultation and
participation with all types of employers, pertaining to labour law in Nova Scotia, is more
vital than ever for future economic prosperity.

MR. SPEAKER: The noticeistabled.
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The honourable member for Cape Breton North.
RESOLUTION NO. 2481

HON. CECIL CLARKE: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas the Sydney Mines Legion Centennial Band was formed in 1967 to fill a
need for amarching band for its Remembrance Day parade and service, with Breton Branch
8 of the Royal Canadian L egion purchasing the instruments, and John MacKeigan and Les
Rowe recruiting members; and

WhereasWilson Rowe has been the band director since 1986, with hislove of music
and dedication keeping the band together; and

Whereasthe band playsfor visiting cruise ships, festival's, concerts, church services,
military march pasts, monument unveilings, skating sessions, Nova Scotia Command
conventions, as well asoff-island events;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly join me in
congratulating the Sydney Mines Legion Centennia Band for years of volunteer musical
service to the community and wish them many more years of entertaining success.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waver.

Isit agreed?

Itisagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable member for Inverness.

RESOLUTION NO. 2482

MR.ALLAN MACMASTER: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give noticethat on afuture day
| shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Lisa MacL ean of Inverness and Jolene Maclnnis of Whycocomagh have
been named to Nova Scotia s Canada Games hockey team; and
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WhereasMs. MacL ean’ sand Ms. Macinnis' player development skills were honed
with the Northern Storm Midget female team; and

Whereas Jolene and Lisaand their team will competein the largest multi-sport event
ever hosted by our province;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratul ate
Lisa and Jolene on being named to Nova Scotia's Canada Games hockey team and wish
them success in front of our hometown crowd in February.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.

Isit agreed?

Itisagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motionis carried.

The honourable member for Preston.

RESOLUTION NO. 2483

HON. KEITH COLWELL: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

WhereasHeather Grainger was born and brought upin Dartmouth whereshemet and
married her husband Fred, moving to Lake Echo 36 years ago to bring up her son and
daughter; and

WhereasHeather worked outsidethe homeat BI O and Guildfordsuntil their children
were born and then afterwards as a typesetter at The ChronicleHerald; and

Whereas Heather has always supported her family and community, especialy as a
scorekeeper for the Lake Echo Minor Softball Association for the past 20 years, and dso
participated in fundraising events, organist at the St. Augustine’s Anglican Church for the
past 30 years and at St. Mark’ s Anglican Church for the past seven years,

Therefore be it resolved that the members of this House acknowledge Heather
Grainger for her volunteer participation in the community and wish her well in her future
endeavours,
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Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.
MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.
Isit agreed?
Itisagreed.
Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.
The honourable member for Victoria-The Lakes.
RESOLUTION NO. 2484

MR. KEITH BAIN: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas in the communities of Dingwall, Cape North, Bay St. Lawrence and
surrounding areas a municipal by-election for District 8 was held with three candidates
seeking the seat; and

Whereas Johnny Buchanan, awell-known fisherman from South Ridge, community
volunteer for 18 years and proud father of three boys, offered to stand as councillor; and

Whereason November 20", Johnny Buchanan was € ected as councillor and will be
officialy sworn in as District 8 councillor this evening;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratulate
Johnny Buchanan on hiselection asVictoriaCounty Councillor, District 8, and wishhimthe
best as he serves his community.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.

Isit agreed?

It isagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
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Themotionis carried.
The honourable member for Digby-Annapalis.
RESOLUTION NO. 2485

MR.HAROLD THERIAULT: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give noticethat on afuture day
| shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereasif NovaScotiaisto encourageinvestment, jobs, and prosperity, labour laws
must be designed to meet the chall enges of the global economy and workplaces of the 21%
Century; and

Whereasitistheroleof government to createaworkplace environment where people
are treated fairly and employers and employees are able to work together without discord
and pressure; and

Whereas all government decisions and legidative changes pertaining to the
workplace should be created with consultation and a complete buy-in from all types of
workplaces in the province, and not just a select few;

Thereforebeit resolved that the Minister of Fi sheriesand Aquaculturerecognizethat
in atime of economic instability, the importance of consultation and participation with all
types of employers pertaining to labour law in Nova Scotia is more vital than ever for the
future of economic prosperity.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.

Isit agreed?

| hear severa Noes.

The noticeis tabled.

The honourable member for Preston.

RESOLUTION NO. 2486

HON. KEITH COLWELL: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on afuture day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:
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Whereas Josephine Johnson from North Preston graduated in 1970 with Early
Childhood Development from the St. Joseph’ s I nstitute of Early Childhood Education and
was appointed director of the North Preston Day Care Centre, where she retired after 20
years of service; and

WhereasM s. Johnson volunteered asa Sunday School teacher, acounsellor, Morning
Glory Prayer Service coordinator at her North Preston United Baptist Church, chairs the
North Preston Seniors and has chaired the Seniors’ Council for Halifax-Dartmouth, aswell
as fundraisers for the Nova Scotia Cancer Society and the Nova Scotia Heart and Stroke
Foundation; and

Whereasthis Fall, Ms. Johnson was awarded an honorary degree from Mount Saint
Vincent University for being atrailblazer in her community;

Therefore beit resolved that the members of this House congratul ate Dr. Josephine
Johnson on receiving her honorary degree from Mount Saint Vincent University and thank
her for the tireless work she has done, and is till doing, on behalf of her community.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.

Isit agreed?

It isagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable member for Clare.

RESOLUTION NO. 2487

HON. WAYNE GAUDET: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on afuture day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas on October 2, 2010 the Canadian Breast Cancer Foundation held its 11"
Annual CIBC Run for the Cure in Church Point and West Pubnico; and

Whereasin keeping with their history of community involvement, Belliveau Motors
has once again co-sponsored this year’s event; and
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Whereas this year's run raised $16,303 for breast cancer research, education,
programs and treatments;

Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly recognize the
contribution Belliveau Motors has made to the Municipality of Clare, congratulate them on
another successful Run for the Cure.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.

Isit agreed?

It isagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable member for Y armouth.

RESOLUTION NO. 2488

MR. ZACH CHURCHILL: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on afuture day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas the lobster fishery is the economic driver for southwest Nova Scotia; and

Whereas|obster fishermen and their families work hard and sacrifice much to bring
fish ashore and to ensure that the industry flourishes; and

Whereasthe largest fishing districts in the Atlantic Region, 33 and 34, began their
season today off the southwestern shore of Nova Scotia;

Thereforebeit resolved that the members of the House of Assembly wish the lobster
fishermen and their families a safe, plentiful and successful lobster season.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.
MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.
Isit agreed?

It isagreed.
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Would &l those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motionis carried.
The honourable member for Halifax Clayton Park.

RESOLUTION NO. 2489

MS. DIANA WHALEN: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereasthis government made acommitment to Nova Scotiansin the last election
that emergency rooms would remain open 24/7; and

Whereas despite this promise, communities throughout Nova Scotia continue to
experience emergency room closures with no end in sight; and

Whereasthe inability to access primary health care services are forcing individuals
to access emergency rooms in large numbers;

Thereforebeit resolved tha this NDP Government respond to the Ross report with
specific recommendations around emergency room access as well as solutions to improve
primary health care access in our province.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.

Isit agreed?

| hear aNo.

The noticeis tabled.

The honourable member for Bedford-Birch Cove.

RESOLUTION NO. 2490

MS. KELLY REGAN: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that onafutureday | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereasthe NDP Government has said it recognizestheimportance of education for
the future of Nova Scotia’ s social and economic well-being; and
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Whereas a 22 per cent reduction recently proposed by this government will
negatively impact educational programming since school boards have been told they cannot
make cuts to the approximately 80 per cent of their budgets devoted to salaries; and

Whereas the Minister of Education claims this reduction is the result of student
population decline, but she is well aware the Hogg funding formula already takes thisinto
account;

Therefore be it resolved that this government stop needlessly worrying parents and
students over a so-called planning exercise that would result in a 20 per cent reduction to
educational programming.

MR. SPEAKER: The notice istabled.

The honourable member for Digby-Annapoalis.

RESOLUTION NO. 2491

MR.HAROLD THERIAULT: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give noticethat on afutureday
| shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas September 2010 marked the 7" Annual Health A ssociation of Nova Scotia-
Sponsored Continuing Care Month Campaign; and

Whereas the theme of the provincial public awareness campaign was Above and
Beyond Because We Care - Enriching Lives Every Day; and

Whereas the Tideview Terrace continuing care facility in Digby, Nova Scotia
exemplifies caring for our aging and physicdly-challenged loved ones;

Therefore be it resolved that the members of this House recognize the Tideview
Terrace for all their excellent care and kindness that they provide to their clients and for
making life better for those who need a helping hand.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.

Isit agreed?

It isagreed.
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Would &l those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.
[4:45 p.m.]
The honourable member for Y armouth.
RESOLUTION NO. 2492

MR. ZACH CHURCHILL: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on afuture day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Winnie Surette has been a dedicated, valued and bel oved employee of the
CIBC of Yarmouth for almost 45 years; and

WhereasWinniehashbeen atirelessvolunteer for countlessorgani zations, committees
and causes in her community; and

WhereasY armouth and surrounding areaisabetter placetoliveand amore engaged
community because of Winni€ s service;

Therefore be it resolved that the members of this House of Assembly recognize
Winnie Surette for nearly 45 years of service to the CIBC of Yarmouth and for the many
years of time, energy, dedication and friendship that she has so generously given to the
people of Yarmouth and wish her good health and happiness.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.

Isit agreed?

It isagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable member for Hants West.
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RESOLUTION NO. 2493

MR. CHUCK PORTER: Mr. Speaker, | hereby givenaticethat onafutureday | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Ron and Beth Densmore have owned the Densmore farm in East Noel for
morethan 20 years and recently transitioned their farm from dairy to sheep and grapes; and

Whereas on November 26, 2010, Beth was elected as president of the Nova Scotia
Federation of Agriculture, thefirst female president in the organization’s 115- year history;
and

Whereas Beth brings a wealth of knowledge and enthusiasm to the federation’s
executive and her dedication and passion for agriculture in Nova Scotiawill serve her well
as she leads her executive team through the next term;

Thereforebeit resolved that al membersin thisHouse of Assembly recognize Beth
on her appointment to president for the NSFA and wish her all the best as she takes on this
new challenge.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.

Isit agreed?

It isagreed.

Would al those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

Themotionis carried.

The honourable member for Truro-Bible Hill.

RESOLUTION NO. 2494

MS. LENORE ZANN: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give noticethat on afuture day | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereasthe APEX golf tournament serves as part of an annual homecoming event
for the African Nova Scotian community in Truro and has been held annually for 37 years;
and
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Whereas the tournament provides a strong sense of community spirit and an
opportunity for African Nova Scotians to maintain bonds and supports through sports and
fun; and

Whereasthe APEX tournament al so raises funds that are used to recognize students
fromthe community who are attending apost-secondary institution for thefirst timeand who
demonstrate outstanding community involvement and excel in academics,

Therefore be it resolved that the Nova Scotia L egislature congratul ate those who
have participated in making the APEX golf tournament such a positive experience for
African Nova Scotiansfor the camaraderie it providesas well asthe award recognition and
scholarship opportunities.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waver.

Isit agreed?

It isagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable member for Kings West.

RESOLUTION NO. 2495

MR. LEO GLAVINE: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on afuture day | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas agricultureis a cornerstone of economic devel opment in Nova Scotia; and

Whereas for years our farmers and producers have been neglected by successive
Progressive Conservative and NDP Governments; and

Whereas|ast Friday, the Minister of Agriculture released the NDP' s lacklustre 10-
year plan for agriculturein this province;

Therefore beit resolved that members of this House of Assembly urge the Minister
of Agriculture and the NDP to come forward with areal strategy for Nova Scotia farmers
and clearly set benchmarks and targets to raise locd food consumption and increase
agricultural sustainability.
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Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.
MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.

Isit agreed?

| hear a No.

The noticeis tabled.

The honourable member for Bedford-Birch Cove.

MR. SPEAKER: Before you go on, member, | know you were up twice before, but
| said you could re-read your first resolution, is that what you' re reading again?

MS. KELLY REGAN: No, | would like to move this resolution on behalf of the
member for Dartmouth East.

The honourable member for Bedford-Birch Cove.
RESOLUTION NO. 2496

MS. KELLY REGAN: Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the member for Dartmouth East,
| hereby give notice that on a future day | shal move the adoption of the following
resolution:

Whereasif Nova Scotiaisto encourage new investment, jobs and prosperity, labour
laws must be designed to meet the challenges of the global economy and workplaces of the
21* Century; and

Whereasitistheroleof governmentto create aworkplace environment where people
are treated fairly and employers and employees are able to work together without discord
and pressure; and

Whereas al government decisions and legidlative changes pertaining to the
workplace should be created with consultation and have complete buy-in from all types of
workplaces in the province, not just a select few;

Therefore be it resolved that the Minister of Energy recognize that in a time of
economic instability, the importance of consultation and participation with all types of
employers pertaining to labour law in Nova Scotia is more vital than ever for future
€conomic prosperity.
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Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.

Isit agreed?

| hear severd Noes.

The notice is tabled.

The honourable member for Bedford-Birch Cove.

RESOLUTION NO. 2497

MS. KELLY REGAN: Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the member for Dartmouth East,

| hereby give notice that on a future day | shal move the adoption of the following

resol ution:

Whereas the Customer Operations team at Nova Scotia Power is made up of 500
employees; and

Whereas these employees work as powerline technicians in fleet operations and
vegetation management in the control centre and as planners and engineers; and

Whereasover two yearsNova ScotiaPower’ s Customer Oper ationsteam hasreached
2 million hours without experiencing alost-timeinjury;

Thereforebeit resolved that the members of the House of Assembly congratul atethe
Customer Operations team at Nova Scotia Power for their dedication to safe workforce
practices and wish them continued success without future lost-time injuries.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waver.

Isit agreed?

| hear severa Noes.

The notice is tabled.

The honourable member for Richmond.
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RESOLUTION NO. 2498

HON. MICHEL SAMSON: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day
| shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas exercise is the key to staying strong, energetic and healthy, especially for
seniors, exercise can help manage the symptoms of illness and pain, maintain independence
and even reverse some of the symptoms of aging; and

Whereas Dorothy Shears of Hureauville has been a part of the exercise class at the
Strait Area pool for over 30 years; and

WhereasDorothy Shearsrecently cel ebrated her 85" birthday on November 6, 2010;

Therefore be it resolved that the members of the House of Assembly congratul ate
Dorothy Shears on celebrating her 85" birthday and commend her for many years of
commitment to health and exercise.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.

Isit agreed?

Itisagreed.

Would al those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motionis carried.

The honourable member for Richmond.

RESOLUTION NO. 2499

HON. MICHEL SAMSON: Mongeur le Président, a une date ultérieure, je
demanderai |’ adoption de la résolution suivante:

Attendu quelafaimest un probleme cachédans de nombreuses communautés et que
de nombreux résidents dépendent des banques dimentaires pour leurs repas; et

Attendu les banques alimentaires locales dépendent des dons des résidents et des
organismes de leur région pour contribuer aéliminer lafaim; et
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Attendu que la Caisse populaire St-Joseph a Petit-de-Grat a recueilli 850 livres
d’ aliments non-périssables pour labanque alimentaire de I’ Isle Madame;

Par conséquent, il est résolu que les membres de la Chambre d’ assembl ée félicitent
laCaisse populaire St-Joseph pour son généreux don et pour saparticipation communautaire
continue.

Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day | shall move the adoption of
the following resolution:

Whereas hunger isa hidden problem in many communities and numerous residents
rely on food banks for many of their meals; and

Whereaslocal food banksrely on residents and organizations for donationsin order
to be successful and help put an end to hunger; and

Whereas St. Joseph’s Credit Union in Petit-de-Grat collected 850 pounds of non-
perishable food items for the Isle Madame Food Bank;

Thereforebeit resolved that the members of the House of Assembly congratulate St.
Josephs's Credit Union for their large donation and commend them for their continued
community involvement.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.

Isit agreed?

It isagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried

The honourable member for Kings West.

MR. LEO GLAVINE: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on afutureday | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereasif Nova Scotiaistoencourage new investment, jobs, and prosperity, labour
laws must be designed to meet the challenges. . .

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. Have you been up twice before?
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MR. GLAVINE: It'son behalf of the Leader of the Official Opposition, sorry about
that.

MR. SPEAKER: You may start again, if you wish.
The honourable member for Kings West.
RESOLUTION NO. 2500

MR. LEO GLAVINE: Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Leader of the Officia
Opposition, | hereby give notice that on a future day | shall move the adoption of the
following resolution:

Whereasif Nova Scotiaisto encourage new investment, jobs, and prosperity, |abour
laws must be designed to meet the challenges of the global economy and workplaces of the
21* Century; and

Whereasitistheroleof government to create aworkpl ace environment where people
are treated fairly and employers and employees are able to work together without discord
and pressure; and

Whereas al government decisions and legidlative changes pertaining to the
workplace should be created with consultation and have complete buy-in from all types of
workplaces in the province, not just a select few;

Therefore be it resolved that the Premier recognize that in a time of economic

instability, the importance of consultation and participation with all types of employers,
pertaining to labour law in Nova Scatia, is more vital than ever for future economic

prosperity.
Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.
MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.
Isit agreed?
| hear severd Noes.
The noticeis tabled.

The honourable member for Glace Bay.
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RESOLUTION NO. 2501

MR. GEOFF MACLELLAN: Mr. Speaker, | hereby givenoticethat on afutureday
| shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereasif Nova Scotiaisto encourage new investment, jobs, and prosperity, labour
laws must be designed to meet the challenges of the global economy and workplaces of the
21% Century; and

Whereasitistheroleof government to create aworkpl ace environment where people
are treated fairly and employers and employees are able to work together without discord
and pressure; and

Whereas al government decisions and legidative changes pertaining to the
workplace should be created with consultation and have complete buy-in from al types of
workplaces in the province, not just a select few;

Therefore be it resolved that the Minister of Community Services recognize that in
atimeof economicinstability, theimportance of consultation and participation withall types
of employers, pertaining to labour law in Nova Scotia, is more vital than ever for future
economic prosperity.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.

Isit agreed?

| hear severa Noes.

The notice is tabled.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Government House L eader.

HON. FRANK CORBETT: Mr. Speaker, wouldyou please call the order of business,
Public Bills for Third Reading.

PUBLIC BILLS FOR THIRD READING

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Government House L eader.
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HON. FRANK CORBETT: Mr. Speaker, would you please call Bill No. 87.

Bill No. 87 - Court Jurisdiction and Proceedings Transfer Act.

MR. SPEAKER: Somebody hasto movethird reading. Whoismoving third reading?
The honourable Government House L eader.

HON. FRANK CORBETT: Mr. Speaker, | move third reading of Bill No. 87.
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Richmond.

HON. MICHEL SAMSON: Mr. Speaker, it’sapleasuretorise again and say afew
words on the Court Jurisdiction and Proceedings Transfer Act. If I’'m not mistaken, thisis
one of the bills| highlighted earlier that is abit of aminor bill, to say the least. If I’'m not
mistaken, it’s merely afew clauses and is one page in length.

For those who may have missed my comments the first time, | wanted to take the
opportunity to once again have afew of those comments, to remind thegovernment, asthey
prepare moving into not only this session but into the Spring session of 2011, that what we
used to have from the previous administration waswhat is called the Justice Administrati on
Act. What was done under those bills was a collection of minor changes to a number of
pieces of legislation, but it was contained under one hill.

[5:00 p.m.]

Now let me go back into some of my comments in previous sessions. What we
noticed happening wasthat the government of the day, aprevious administration, wasbeing
abit clever inthat while introducing these Justice Adminigtration Bills, which for the most
part were minor changes, they started sneaking in some more significant changes in the
hopes that nobody would notice some of the more controversia parts of the bill. If I’'m not
mistaken, | believe Bill No. 100 might be another example of sneaking stuff into billswhich
may not have actually gotten the public’ s attention or the House' s attention in the fact that
it was put in there as part of some other changes.

| lamented at the time, as the Justice Critic, that putting significant changesin an
omnibusbill that wasmaking minor changesto another piece of legislation wasn’t really an
up-front way of dealing with the changes. It wasn’t away of allowing Nova Scotians who
may have an interest in those changesto be able to comment on them. So that’ swhy | asked
at the time that if there are going to be major changes to any hill that it should be a stand-
alone bill. The government, | have to say, to their credit - the previous administration - did
heed that concern and they did start to break down the bills when there were significant
changes.
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| have no doubt the fact that it was aminority government helped the government of
the day hear the concerns that | was raising around this legi slation. Here we find ourselves
with anew government, and so | can tell you there was no fear of them bringing in aJustice
Administration Act because now, instead, they’ ve broken it downto a bill for every single
change being proposed to legidlation.

One hasto wonder, when welook at Bill No. 87, isthis ameans by the government
to try to make surethat Nova Scotians are fully aware of the changes that are being made so
that there is no confusion by combining some of these bills together under a Justice
Administration Act? Or in thealternative, isthisameans of trying to have more bills so that
at the end of the session, Mr. Speaker, when yourself and the Clerks will be paraded in and
you start rhyming off all of thebillsdealt withinthissession, that thiswill be one of thebills
and the Government House Leader will stand in his place and tell the media, look at all of
the productivity that came out of this session? Here' show many bills we got passed, here's
how many bills Rodney MacDonad’'s Government got passed, and we did much more
business than previous sessions of this House.

Whenyou’ redealing with something like Bill No. 87, whichismerely one pagelong
and is only a couple of clauses, again, | have to ask myself, when you look at some of the
justiceissuesfacing our province, why isit that the minister would not take the opportunity
to bring those types of issues to thefloor of this House?

| found it interesting because when we were having this debate on second reading,
| had given the minister an opportunity, when | raised the issue of temporary absences,
whichissomething that is on the minds of many Nova Scotians, infact, | attended afunction
on Sunday, a fundraiser, and a gentleman came up to me and said he had been watching
Legislative TV and he actually watched me for the duration of my speech on one of these
bills. He himself said how disturbed he was to learn that both the current government and
previous government had been issuing thousands of these temporary absences, especially to
those who had been convicted of crimessuch as sexual assault, impaired driving, and other
very serious offences which certainly was something that he felt was inappropriate.

| would submit that was but one person, but many Nova Scotians share that concern.
| found it interesting that, on second reading, when speaking on justice issues, one of the
questions| had asked was, when did the Minister of Justicebecome aware? Reviewing some
of the media clippings on the issug, it’s very clear that the minister’s first response in the
media wasthat he was unaware when he had been first asked and he had to find out | ater.

He seems to have backed away from those comments, so when | spoke on second
reading | wanted to give the minister the opportunity in closing the debate and highlighting
to him that unlike Question Period, where you have a very short period of time to answver
guestions, the minister could take up to an hour in closing debate to be able to answer the
very ssimple question | asked: when did he find out about temporary absences?
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Hansard will show, when the minister was given the opportunity, he once again
refused to answer. He had up to an hour that he could have taken to answer the question.
Now, | don’t think it would have taken him an hour to answer such a simple question, but
he had that opportunity and he didn’t take it. Which leaves usto wonder, what is he hiding?
Why would he not be forthright, especially when the Premier standsin this House and says,
| am running a transparent government? It doesn’t appear to be very transparent.

| asked aswell, Mr. Speaker, when we looked a the response we received from the
Deputy Minister of Justice, which listed, in very general form, the types of offences that
people had been given temporary absencesfor, therewasacompl etelack of specifics. When
it said motor vehicle offences, my question was, how many of those may have been for
impaired driving? So | had hoped that on closing the debate, the Minister of Justice would
have made either a commitment or himself provided that type of detailed information and
yet, again, he had up to an hour to discuss the matter and give his reaction, he chose not to
do so.

So, Mr. Speaker, Nova Scotians are left to wonder what type of priority is being
giventojusticeissueshereinthisprovince. | did notice, just by chancethrough Google, that
someone, | believeit’ seither intheNew Glasgow paper or Pictou County paper, had written
a letter to the editor supporting the Minister of Justice and, | believe it's safe to say,
criticizing myself for suggesting that the assaults of threejail guardsat the Burnsdefacility
should be made - the public should be made aware of that. The individual - | have noidea
who the person is- agreed with the Minister of Justice that what happens day-to-day at the
Burnsidefacility should be of no concernto Nova Scotians, thisis part of their job, and why
would Nova Scotians be bothered by hearing of these types of incidents?

Mr. Speaker, that certainly feeds into the mentality of the Minister of Justice, and |
have no ideaif he knowswho theindividual isthat wrote the letter, but regardless, I’ m not
going to back down from our belief that when there are significant incidents where jall
guards areinjured a that facility, Nova Scotians have aright to know. They have aright to
know that the men and women who work for our province, who are injured on the job site,
Nova Scotians should be aware of that.

It's curious to see the logic coming from the Minister of Justice on these types of
issueswhen you have the Minister of Labour and Workforce Deve opment, whenever there
isasignificant incident at the workplace, her department immediately notifiesthe public. So
why doesthe Department of L abour and Workforce Devel opment have one standard and yet
the Department of Justice, it ishitand misswhether we' regoing tofind out about significant
workplace incidents at the Burnside facility?

There seems to be a double standard and | would suggest that double standard
probably feedsinto the fact that you have aMinister of Justice who has downplayed assaults
againstjail guardshy basically saying, whenthey go to work, they should expect that there’' s
a likelihood they’ Il be assaulted because they work in ajail and that people - | think he
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referredto them asclients, the clients, most of uswould say convictsor prisoners, offenders,
criminals, he calls them clients - so he expects the clients at Burnside, because they have
been unable to stay within the boundaries of the law, one should not expect them to observe
any law or any rules when they’re in the correctional facility.

Mr. Speaker, | don’t think too many Nova Scotians sharethat view. If we can’'t keep
prisonersunder control within a prison, how can we expect them to be any better in society
oncethey arereleased? Then again, under thisMinister of Justice, one of theissues| believe
we should be discussing, when we talk about Bill No. 87, is the fact that we either have
prisonerswho should have been in custody being sent home and then we have the incident
of the individual who was kept in custody over a month longer than they were actually
supposed to be kept in custody.

So those, again, are issueswhich | believe, Mr. Speaker, should be put to the floor
of this House so we can have adiscussion on it. We can have afull debate as to the merits
of what this government has been doing, what their response has been, and are there other
solutions that could be looked at?

The minister has indicated to us that he has a plan to put an end to temporary
absencesyet, asfar aswe cantell, the plan existsin his head only because he hasn’t shared
it with us. He hasn’t shared it with Nova Scotians and that’s an issue, | think, which we
should be debating on thefloor of thisHouse - yet we're not giventhe opportunity to do that,
Mr. speaker.

Instead, we're being asked to debate minor changes to legidation, which was
previously passed in this Chamber, because Nova Scotians will want to know that the Court
Jurisdiction and Proceedings Transfer Actisnot new. We' vededt with thisin this Chamber
in previous sessions. The hill that's being brought forward merely makes some minor
corrections to that bill, yet it’s presented as a stand-alone bill and, again, at the end of the
session the Government House Leader will claim that this is another example of al the
business that got done during the Fal sitting of the House.

Mr. Speaker, | don't think too many of us can go back to our ridings and say we
certainly put in hard work in this Chamber when we are asked to deal with bills such as Bill
No. 87. When one looks at some of the other bills brought forward - again, most of the
Justice bills we' ve seen up to now have been of a minor nature, yet are justice issues of a
minor nature in this province? | would suggest that they are not at dl. There are great
concerns about some of the crime that istaking place, some of theincidents of violence that
we' rehearing about, certainly herewithinthe Halifax Regional Municipality. Wehear again
about damage being done on the weekend, fires being set, the challenges that we continue
to face.
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The question is, what steps are we taking, as a province, to dea with incidents of
crime - moreimportantly, what are we doing in the area of crime prevention? Those are the
issues | think we should be talking about here in this Chamber, and we should be telling
Nova Scotians what our ideas are and how the government plans on tackling these issues.

Instead, there is no opportunity for discussion - it is important that Nova Scotians
understand because those listening are probably wondering why don’t you just bring it up
and lead a discussion? Well, unfortunately, other than in Question Period, which isavery
structured format where you get very brief answers, if you get any answer at all - often
peoplewill remind usthat it is called Question Period, not “answer period.” | believe when
theseministersof thenew government weretrained, | believethat messagewasclearly given
tothemaswadl, that it is Question Period, not answer period - other than for afew ministers
who | do believe actually try their best to give an answer.

For the most part, instead, what we're getting is certainly not something that Nova
Scotians would congder to be an answer to the questions. For example, when | asked the
minister, and | continue to ask him, when did he find out about temporary absences, he still
refuses to answer that question which, again, leads me to wonder why would he have any
reason not to answer that question. Anyway, he'll have to answer to that for himself.

So other than Question Period, the other option available to the Opposition would be
on Opposition Day, whereasif you look at the last number of weeks has been for maybe an
hour and a half - two hoursif we're lucky - and we usually debate two separate issues. So,
Mr. Speaker, it is extremdy difficult for an Opposition to be able to raise such matters of
justice when we' re talking about Bill No. 87, which ded s with minor changes to the Court
Jurisdiction and Proceedings Transfer Act.

Again, asyou know yourself, Mr. Speaker, under the British Parliamentary system,
whichwe have herein Nova Scotia, it isthe Government House Leader who determinesthe
businessof this House. So unless the Government House Leader decidesto call aresolution
for debate which deals with justice-related matters, really the only opportunity we haveto
rai se these mattersis on second reading, Committee of the Whole House on Billsand third
reading - that’s it. So if we don’t raise them now, there really is no other opportunity for
Opposition membersto be able toraise their concerns.

Again, when a minister is closing the debate - and I’ ve watched a number of the
ministerson their bills - some have addressed specific concerns they heard during debate,
which obviously points out two things, | believe: (1) they were listening, and (2) they
actually noted the concernsrai sed by membersof the Opposition. But many of theministers,
you'll observe, will stand up and say thank you for your commentsand | now close debate
on second reading - which leaves usto wonder, did they hear what we said? Arethey going
to take action on the concerns we raised? Are they going to provide some information, as
requested? We are left to wonder.
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| think that more important, not only us, but Nova Scotians should be | eft to wonder
if thisgovernment istruly intent on providing adifferent way of governing, | would suspect
that they would comeforward and say, |ook, we' ve heard your concern, my staff hasworked
on it, hereisthe information you requested.

AN HON. MEMBER: A good minister would do that.
MR. SAMSON: A good minister, yes, agood minister would do that.
[5:15 p.m.]

| would suspect the Minigter of Justice, after having the opportunity to spend afew
minuteson hisbillsand some of the questions| raised and the requests for information, that
he would stand in his place and say here you go, Mr. Speaker, and that he would table it,
because | believe | have chastised him in the past about leaking documents to the media
rather than tabling them in the House. One would suspect the Minister of Justice would say,
I’ve heard the concerns, | take them seriously, her€'s the information that has been
requested, and that’ s the way a well-functioning legislature would work.

Unfortunately, without wanting to betoo critical, wehaven't seenthat yet, but there's
still opportunity because, again, as | mentioned earlier, on closing debate on third reading,
the minister could go up to an hour in addressing the very concernsthat | have been raising.
For example, giving us exactly what his plan isto put an end to temporary absences, which
| think all Nova Scotians want to hear. | think certainly there’'s a role as well for the
Opposition to work with him on defining what that plan will be, but unless we know what
it is, and right now, as | said, to my knowledge it exists in his head only, it makes it
extremely difficult for us.

I have asked him, for example, on justice related issues, to provide very specific
charges that people were convicted of and then given temporary absences. Instead, right
now, we've only been given a broad description. The minister has had an opportunity to
provide information. Obviously his staff has gone through over 4,500 temporary absences
since 2007, yet when we filed a Freedom of Information request for that, we received an
invoice for $2,000 before that information would be shared with us. We're not asking for
information that the department doesn’'t already have and hasn’'t been shared with the
minister.

So again, when you think of how many times the NDP in Opposition complained
about freedom of information coststo get information on behalf of Nova Scotians, oneisleft
to wonder, now that they’ re in government, why would they not be more willing and more
forthright in bringing forward that type of information when it has been requested?
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One realizes that sometimes the request for information may be onerous, it may be
difficult to go through the archives and everything else, so there is a cost associated with
that, but when you ask for information, you get aninvoice for $2,000 before it’s given to
you. Westill haven't received it; we haveto pay $2,000first. Thenaweek |ater, the Minister
of Justice, through his Deputy Minister, sends a letter to the Public Accounts Committee
saying they’ ve reviewed 4,500 of these temporary absences and gives a broad description
of what categoriesthey’ vefallenin. They’ ve gonethrough theinformation, so why the need
totell usweneed to pay $2,000 for information the department has already gonethrough and
has avail able to them?

| would submit to you, that I’m left to conclude that there isinformation there that
is of an embarrassing nature to the government, that it isin no rush to share with us. That
being the case, and I’ ve suggested that before, and if 1I’'m wrong, again, the Minister of
Justice has the opportunity when he standsin his placeto close third reading, to say, hereis
the information or commit to providing the information free of charge.

Why should taxpayers have to pay $2,000 for information that he already has? When
you look at that and the Premier stands in this House and says, my government is
transparent, we have nothing to hide, the two just don’t seem to work together.

Thereisstill opportunity, it’snot all lost for the Minister of Justiceto show that he' s
prepared to be open and transparent on justice issues, especially on this one. Yet, timeis
running out in this session and | would hope that the minister will take the opportunity to
show leadership when talking about that very specific issue.

As well, you will recall that on debate on Bill No. 87, the Court Jurisdiction and
Proceedings Transfer Act, | also raised thefact that, unfortunately, based on adecision made
by this miniger, Richmond County currently has no court services. None at all. It has been
reduced over the years, continued reduction and now there are no services at al.

Wehavean historic courthouse, whichissitting. There areafew other tenantsin that
building but as far as court services there are none. Residents of Richmond County, which
have very diverse and rich Acadian community, hometo the Chapel Island First Nation, are
now being told, you must leave your community and travel to Port Hawkesbury to have any
justice matters heard.

Even Small Claims Court, whichissupposedto beavery inexpensive court, ameans
of allowing Nova Scotians to have their matters heard in a cost-efficient way - there’ s not
arequirement of having lawyers, there' s not these onerousformstofill out, there’ snot this
strict process of being in front of a judgein aregular courtroom - instead it’s meant to be a
cost-efficient way of Nova Scotians having their matters heard. Now, in Richmond County,
the cost has gone up becausenow you haveto travel to Port Hawkesbury to have your matter
heard, so it kind of defiesthe wholelogic behind the Small Claims Court system when you
have a county that doesn’t have that service anymore.
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The question that | have on behalf of the people of Richmond County, on behalf of
the municipdity which owns the courthouse and is now without any rental payments from
the province and the Department of Justice, what is the plan moving forward? Again, this
is one of the only opportunitieson third reading or on second reading of a Justice bill that
| can raise this, other than in Question Period . We know that I'll possibly get a response,
that will be 20 seconds, 30 seconds, maybe a minute in length, certainly not enough for the
minister to be able to properly answer the question.

Onthisportion of the debate in our Legislature, hereisagolden opportunity to raise
thesetypes of concerns. More importantly, the opportunity isthere for theminister when he
risesto close debate, to be able to addressthe concerns |’ ve raised and take up to an hour to
talk about what his plan is on restoring court services to Richmond County, for example,
another issue which the minister could speak on. Yet, if he standsin hisplaceand just says,
“1 now movethird reading of Bill No. 87.", I’ mleft and the people of Richmond County are
left to wonder, did he hear the concerns heraised? Does he care? Doeshe have aplan? What
isit?

Mr. Speaker, as| mentioned before, | believe we ve been very proactive in the fact
that we did have a meeting with the Deputy Minister of Justice and mysdf, along with
municipa officials, in order to talk about possible plansand put forward some proposals as
to how possibly we could return court services as soon as possible to Richmond County in
a cost-efficient manner. Today we are left wondering if the minister is even aware of
discussions that were held, if the minister has any reaction, has any thoughts of his own as
to how this might happen. Or does the minister even have any intention of restoring court
services to Richmond County? We haven't heard that yet.

That would be a good starting point, Mr. Speaker, if he could stand in his place, in
closing on third reading, to say, yes, | want to see court services restored in Richmond
County. Even better, if he could go on to say, here iswhen or here is how his government
and his department plan on being ableto do that. I d certainly look forward to hearing those
very comments, but again, as it stands right now, we really don’t know where the
government stands on thisvery issue. Eventhough I’veraised itinthe Houseand I’ ve tried
to do the responsible thing of raising it, discussing it, there has been no feedback in return,
to give me any indication on behalf of the people of Richmond County that (1) we're being
heard and (2) there actually is action that is going to be taken.

| do hope the minister is prepared, when he will rise to close the debate on third
reading, that he will be ableto give us a better sense of exactly what his plan is and some of
the specific concerns | have raised here this evening and that | certainly think you' Il recall,
Mr. Speaker, I’ ve raised on a couple of occasions during this session of the House.

With that, Mr. Speaker, | do look forward to comments from my colleagues,
comments from the minister or even any other members on the government benches who
may have some comments on this issue. | do know there are some members on the
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government side with legal backgroundswho | am sure are very in tune with justice issues
and who may themselves want to take the opportunity to raise matters of concern that they
have in their own ridings on these judtice-related issues.

Again, Mr. Speaker, it is one of the few opportunities that Nova Scotians have for
their Legislators to be able to stand in their place and raise the concerns of everyday Nova
Scotians. As| said, Question Period is so restrictive with the time limits that are involved.
Third reading, second reading, Committee of the Whole House, are our opportunitiesto be
able to raise these concerns on behalf of our constituents.

With that, Mr. Speaker, as| said, | look forward to the comments from members of
the House and certainly hope that aswemoveinto the Spring session, that if the Minister of
Justice has merely minor changes to make, that he will bring that in the form of a Justice
Administration Act, rather than these stand-a one billswhich are merely acoupl e of clauses,
one page long. | don't think it’s necessary, | think it’s something that could be done much
more efficiently and we would certainly be prepared to work co-operatively in being able
to make that a reality. With tha, | thank you for the opportunity to make those few
comments this evening.

MR. SPEAKER: Before I go on to the next member, I’m going to recognize the
honourable member for Dartmouth North on an introduction.

MR. TREVOR ZINCK: Mr. Speaker, | would liketo draw the attention of the House
tothewest gallery wheretoday we' rejoined by one of my constituents, Mr. WesMacL ean -
Wes, if you would like to stand, please. Mr. MacL ean has been an advocate for injured
workers, their families and their children for a number of years, snce the early 1980s, and
heis also aninjured worker himself. | want to welcome Wes and have the House welcome
hisaswell. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: Wecertainly welcomeany and all visitorsherewith usthisevening.
The honourable member for Cape Breton North.

HON. CECIL CLARKE: Mr. Speaker, inresponseto Bill No. 87, in terms of what
my honourabl e colleague, the member for Richmond, has indicated, thisis just an ongoing
issue we're seeing in this session, or sitting, of the Legislature, with regard to the
government’s response to trying to deal with the optic of appearing to have an agenda,
appearing to have work that is meaningful that would require Nova Scotians to pay
thousands of dollars aday for usto come here.

| do believeit’s something to the effect of somewhere of $15,000 to $20,000 a day
in the operations for this House to sit, and so when you add up those costs and then you
consider, for that kind of money, at atime when we should probably be dealing with some
weighty issues that are facing Nova Scotians, here we are spending upwards of $20,000 a
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day to talk about what is in total two clauses and 60 words. So the government, as was
indicated - and just to reiterate - the fact is that thisis so people can count bills rather than
the quality of the bills that are brought before this House. Thisis a refrain we' re going to
hear as this sitting continues. It is something that we are going to be noting as we go
forward.

One of the things, Mr. Speaker, to my colleague, the member for Richmond, |
suppose it's a matter of perspective. | mean before, if there was a substantive issue in a
previousgovernment, you deal with other, what you consider, housekeeping mattersand add
itin. He' svery correct with regard to hiscomments about minority government and wanting
those separated. If peoplewanted to separate them out and to count more bills, at |east that
wason thediscussion and, basically, the consent and consensusto do that, so that the heavier
itemsin abill would bethere.

Now, ironically, that was moving from that, but as we’ ve heard with regard to Bill
No. 100, there may be other motives with regard to a bill with some level of detail, but as
it relates to Bill No. 97, what we see is a hill with nothing versus Bill No. 100 that has
tucked in afew other things that are raising eyebrows everywhere. So Bill No. 87, with its
two clausesand 60 words, further speaksto what the minister isnot doing and that isdealing
with serious matters before the justice system. The minister isforgoing his responsibilities
in aserious manner as Attorney General and Minister of Justice, and is not representing the
stakeholders within the justice system in a manner.

What we do know, since thisminister has comein, is he has been quick to deal with
retaliatory matters in terms of taking away resources, cuts and clawbacks due to a lack of
leadership, and we know that from the “Boots Off the Street”, the things that they’re not
talking about, again, that are very serious, and herewe are with Bill No. 87 that they would
choose to have us discuss.

Thereason for getting up and responding to this, Mr. Speaker, isto highlight that at
a time when Nova Scotians have many matters of concern before them, at a time when
they’ retrying to come through arecessionary period, they would hopethat they would have
the security of knowing that things like crime prevention initiatives should be at the
forefront, that we know during economic downturn that an investment in crime prevention
is actually the pound of cure with regard to making sure outcomes are better and that the
system is further enhanced.

Instead, we find ourselves here with Bill No. 87. We don't see the level of
commitment by this government with community groups and justice partners to make sure
that the strength and integrity of the system is strengthened at uncertain economic times.
Instead, it's compounding the problems Nova Scotians face and that’s where we find
ourselvesaswelook at some of the more nebul ous things the government would want to tie
up the public tax dollars with.
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[5:30 p.m.]

| can only think if we cameinwith some dialogue, if there were some consultation -
| know with regard to bills from the Justice Department, there has been no effort by the
minister or hisofficialsto liaise and consult with the Opposition Parties. | know that in our
case, we called looking to get abackground or a briefing which wasnot provided or offered

up.

It speaks to why if Nova Scotians are cynical with regard to this government’s
approach, it’ s because we within this L egislature would hope to have some dialogue, hope
to seein advance of where we would be going into this session, that we could get in hereand
deal with matters that are most pressing. Rather than counting numbers of days, or how
many weeks we sit, I’ d be more interested in talking about the quality of the work that this
L egislaturewas doing beforewelook at other jurisdictionsthat do count weeks. Infact, they
count monthsin their sessions but may only put in acouple of hoursaday, versus asession
where we could put four, six, eight hours-plus in this Chamber.

Rather than counting the number of days you sit, what is the number of pieces of
legislation? Now we have agovernment that’ s trying to get in and out of here as quickly as
possible and try to put numbers out there as quickly as possible and trying to put frivolous
things and measures in place to count bills. (Interruptions)

Y es, such as weighty matters as the Clothesline Bill and indeed, the government is
hung up on something but it’s not on the priorities of Nova Scotians. That’s why when we
talk about Bill No. 87 and theminister’ slack of consulting, the minister cansit and he knows
that’ s he’ sjust trying to run aclock and we' Il get through thisand I'll get on with my day
because that’ s what the minister has done since he came into this Chamber.

Themember for Sackville-Cobequid over there - thefact of the matter is, the member
for Sackville-Cobequid now hasfewer policeofficers ableto policehisstreetsand deal with
the impact of crime, deal with the issues that end up coming before the courts. If that
member is now getting ready to vote. . .

HON. FRANK CORBETT: Mr. Speaker, on a point of order, Bill No. 87 does not
contemplate that nor is that statement correct. I’ d ask the member to withdraw it.

MR. SPEAKER: | would just remind members when they are up on third reading,
itisto refer to the bill that is being spoken about at the time. It hasto berelevant to the bill,
it hasto not be repetitive, but | certainly would allow some |atitude on the issue. I'm going
to say that’ snot a point of order at this point.

The honourable member for Cape Breton North has the floor.
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MR. CLARKE: Mr. Speaker, | would be happy to come before and have a
discussion. What we have is Bill N0.87, Court Jurisdiction and Proceedings Transfer Act,
when we have things that are impacting the justice system that this government is creating;
more importantly, things this government is taking away.

What weknow isthere arefewer police officersonthestreet, that it’ s*“ Boots Off The
Street.” When thisgovernment talks out of both sides of their mouth intermsof trying to say
we're going to comein here, we re going to try to make government better. | remember, if
you go to their propaganda document from the last el ection, they said they were going to put
- they, the NDP - the Legidlature back to work.

So, if Bill N0.87 is about putting this Legislature back to work, well, it may put
legislatorsto sleep and Nova Scotians to sleep, but the problem isthe government has been
asleep at the switch. The government wants Nova Scotiansto somehow believethat Bill No.
87 is something of substance that they can, as wasindicated by the member for Richmond,
get up and ssimply refer to these are the number of billswe' ve put through the House. If the
minister and this government were serious about putting the L egislature back to work, then
therewoul d be some consultation and dial ogue, therewould be aninterest inlooking at what
itisthat thisgovernment would like to do and seek, if they can, where consensusis, if there
areissues or concerns that those things be brought forward, but that is simply not the case.

| can tell that the government gets antsy about these things, because the truth hurts,
and thetruth of the matter isthat | know when the now-government wasin Opposition, what
they would comment about thesetwo clausesin 60 wordsin Bill No. 87 - it would have been
a lot more than 60 words, because we would know that they would speak and basically
ridiculewhat they’ ve tried to put forward here. Again, we all know that thisisjust a matter
of time and they just want to try to go, as they did try earlier, without even wanting to see
if there was some other debate, throw it through third reading and get it out of the House.
That’s what we saw.

Nova Scotians are becoming increasingly wary of how bills like Bill No. 87 are
coming, and going through this Chamber and at the cost of Nova Scotians of upward of
$20,000 per day. | wonder if Bill No. 87 isredly addressing, at $20,000 per day, what we
could have done with crime prevention. We look at $20,000 per day - that’ salot of money
that could be going toward the solution for Holy Angels High School with regard to where
the government is. In Bill No. 87 we see a government making changes to a system, or
supposedly for the streamlining, when they themselves are impacting and further putting
pressure on the justice delivery system for this province.

Whenwelook at this, thereislittlecredibility the minister and/or hisgovernment can
have, to go before Nova Scotians and somehow suggest - even with amodicum of sincerity -
that this is the serious way the issues of the people are looking to have addressed in this
Chamber. We're going to see it with other billsand we'll be up to speak about those bills
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where this government, again, refuses to act in a responsible manner and work in a
collaborative manner as their own literature (Interruption)

The Government House Leader can say, what’ s this got to do? Well, we all have to
know the government said it was going to come into this Chamber and put the Legislature
back to work. Well, it hasn’t happened yet. I'm wondering if the minister, in responding to
this, is going to show us adetail, what it is he plans to do. As he goes about to retaliate by
taking away a police officer in New Glasgow, rather than doing the right thing and to
complement that up because it wasin hisauthority, he's pitting policeforces against police
forces who are supposed to deal with implementing aspects of Bill No. 87. What we have
are fewer resources, strained police rdationships, al of those things that are harming and
hurting the administration of justice in this province.

They put thisforward and say somehow that’ s going to make adifference, when we
know that on the street, where the rubber is hitting the road, there is a real issue and the
justicecommunity and the stakeholderswithinit don’t look with confidence on this minister
or thisgovernment, don' t look to Bill No. 87 to provide them with moreresources, somehow
strengthening the administration of justice in the Province of NovaScotia. They look & this
and say to themselves, what is the real agenda? All we know is we're told that cuts are
coming, lack of resources. How isit thesefolks are supposed to try to deal with any changes
to legislation when they can’t even do their jobs to administer this? When the pressures on
the system aregetting compounded now instead of alleviated, thetypesof cost pressuresthat
are on the government right now could be directed and improved and outcomes could be
much different for the administration of justice, if this government would actudly do what
it said it would do inits own propagandaduring the last election - to suggest that they were
going to put the L egislature back to work, which would mean they would actudly come here
with meaningful legislation.

Bill No. 87, how does that rel ate to what the government said they would do versus
what they’re actually doing? At least they’ re consistent in how they’ re approaching maost
issues here, and | do reflect on the fact that - and the comments were made - there are some
ministerswho do takethe time and have invested effort to work acrossthose Party lines, to
look at the issues of the day they have, who come in here during Question Period when
topics are affected such that come out of the administration of jugtice, they would want to
deal with these things. For those ministers, everyonein Opposition knowswho the working
ministersare, who the sincere ministersarewho actually have aninterest in making surethe
integrity of their department is there.

The Minister of Financecan - you know, ook at his eyes, because | am going to tell
the Minister of Finance that Bill No. 87, asit relatesto the administration of justice, is not
with aminister who is or has been prepared, to work with critics, to work with caucuses, to
take any constructive criticism, tolook at the justice, thelegislative needs, the resourcesthat
flow with those legidlative needs. That isthe reality.
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Sothegovernment knowsthat it isjust amatter of timebeforethese thingswill come
toaclose; it alsoisjust amatter of time before Nova Scotianswill be able to have their say
in response to what pieces of legislation, such asBill No. 87, have to say to Nova Scatians.
Nova Scotians will have their say at another time with regardto Bill No. 87, whenit relates
to how do they, how do you, Mr. Speaker, move forward and provide confidence. All the
justice partners out there, their confidence has been shaken, the resources are being
diminished so Bill No. 87 does nothing to help offset that, to make improvements.

It's all about outcomes that are positive - one would assume that the legislation
brought forward would have positive impacts on the lives of Nova Scotians. Again, as has
been indicated aready, thisisjust abill counting exercise rather than abill quality exercise
and something that means something to Nova Scotians.

Mr. Speaker, | found, especially when Opposition members indicate - and | know
some ministers have, with regard to legislation, gone to consult with their critics, with the
Opposition caucuses, to put out some of the things they would like to see brought in
legislation and they have an open-door policy about going to their departmentsto consult on
piecesof legidation. | can’'t say, when it comes to Bill No. 87, the Justice Department, it's
one door they managed to keep locked these days and that is access to the government,
accessto information, access to what they said was a sincere agenda - and we' re finding out
it is anything but that. So the doors seem to be pretty locked when it comes to accessing
dealing with the issues before the Justice Department, the issues where the administration
of justice for Nova Scotians you would think would be better served.

Instead, Mr. Speaker, we find ourselves here, costing Nova Scotians agood deal of
money and, at the sametime, allowing thesethingstojust whisk through thisHouse without
any comment isnot fair ether, because Bill No. 87 isindicative of what Nova Scotiansneed
to know is really going on within this government. Bill No. 87 is all about what this
government is not doing. Bill No. 87 is reflective of the depth of the agenda of this
government and what they’ve seenisthat they’ retrying to deal with ablur of items such as
Bill No. 87, which could have been provided with other measures that we could have taken
more serioudly.

Mr. Speaker, instead what we have is Bill No. 87 that is just one more glaring
example of how this government is falling very short of what it said to Nova Scotians it
would do, what it would be, what the NDP would represent, in terms of dealing with this.

Again, when we talk about this housekeeping matter, for the lack of a better word,
these two clauses of 60 words - what it does speak to is the lack of sincerity, | would say,
with regard to actually making better outcomes in the administration of justice in this
province. But, as all things, we will continue, we will make sure that matters such as these,
as reflected through Bill No. 87, are highlighted to Nova Scotians. As the member for
Richmond has done and in my job as Justice Critic, to make sure that the minister doesn’t
somehow, as hewill, try to go out there and pat himself on the back because he put so many
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pieces of legidlation through this session, and then the big thing we will be saying is, what
doesit do to improve outcomes in the justice delivery system in this province? What does
it do to reduce crime in the province? What does it do to take a burden off of already
overworkedindividual s? What doesit do to make surethat Nova Scotiansknow they’ re safe
at home? Because what the government is doing, contrary to Bill No. 87, as| say, iscutting
back, taking back and won't step up to do what they need to do to strengthen the Department
of Justice.

[5:45p.m.]

There are matters before the Department of Justice that are systemic, | do
acknowledge that, some of theissues, | know the member for Richmond, and thisiswhere
| probably differ, would liketo talk about certainissues, but | also know the previousLiberd
Administration had to deal with systemati c problems that areinherited by agovernment and
the minister truly has some issues that have transcended many years and three different
political administrations.

However, | would liketo think that the previousadministrations- and | know - would
beat atime, that we'rein currently, fiscally, and where we arewith our society, with issues,
and great pressures that are on the justice system, the minister before, when it comes to
administration of justice, would also like to, when he first was elected, talk about the
Mexicandrug trade, | do believe, the member for Richmond would notethat, and talk of al
the impacts that were creating pressures on the system here - and it first sounded asthough
he was going to go down the road and the path of really trying to combat those things even
though at first track through, one could look at that and say, well, what’ sthat got to do with
issues here?

But hedid, at least, try to connect some dots about how global mattersaffect us here
within the province, but what we have now isthe minister not connecting back with Nova
Scotians, and Bill No. 87 is part of that, because he is not attaching to this bill any of the
outcomes that deal with any other bill we've seen that are going to provide the necessary
resources and support, to strengthen the administration of justice and justice delivery here
in Nova Scotia.

Those are the facts that we know. We have not heard, the minister chooses not to
speak, and when he does, it isfor the shortest period of time possible. | recall, when we' ve
had matters of legislation, | have former colleagues - who aren’t here but - when bill s came
forward, were prepared to speak to those bills and were prepared to speak to them at length,
if required, here in the House.

We would appreciate, from an Opposition point of view, if the minister would be
willing to articulate, if he could get up and speak, with any level of detail associated with
themand then he might try to legitimate why Nova Scotiansare paying over, likely, $20,000
plus, today, for usto sit herein this Chamber. That is something that we have to be mindful
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of, inthat if the minister doesn’t care about the time he spends here in this Chamber, there
arethosethat do, interms of the outcomesand peoplewill belooking to say, where does Bill
No. 87 fit in? Because it will be part of the report card, it will be part of a process.

We can spend and tie up time here, and the government will have itsway of getting
through things, but | take great confidencein knowing that Nova Scotianswill havetheir say
and the hope is that - without too much more impact and negative outcomes than the ones
we' ve seen such asthosewithinthe Department of Justice at thistime and theimpact we' ve
seen within the matters asthey hit the streets - | would hope that we would be more focused
on the citizens we represent than the rhetoric we see within some of the literature of the
government, but not in the outcomes of the legislation that they claim they were going to
bring forward.

So with that, I'm sure the minister will provide, asthe member for Richmond had
indicated, and myself, that he'll have a chance to speak to what it is in detail and the
rationale of why heis not reflecting on the wider and broader aspects of the Department of
Justice. Weonly livein hope and we hope the minister will take timeto rise now whilewe're
in third reading on this nebulous piece of legislation. (Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: If | recognize (Interruptions) The question has been called.
(Interruption)

The honourable member for Richmond.

MR. SAMSON: Mr. Speaker, having been here 13years, I’ msureyou will recall that
aminister on second reading stands, moves second reading, closes second reading, moves
third reading, closes third reading, and then the question can be put. There is no question
before the House, as we now stand, until the Minister of Justice stands in his place and
closesdebate on third reading. Then you have aquestion that can be put. Right now, it’ sthe
member for Cape Breton North who ended speaking and now the Government House L eader
is hollering question. Well, question on what? We actually have to have the motion being
made by the minister to closethird reading, then you can put the question and I’ msurethat’s
the way it has been now for many years.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, honourable member. My understanding is that the
minister has the right to reply on the bill, but he doesn’t have the duty toreply, it’s entirely
his option.

The honourable member for Richmond.
MR. SAMSON: Mr. Speaker, he doesn’'t need to reply, he doesn’t need to make

comments. But he has to stand in his place and at least say, | hereby close debate on third
reading.
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MR. SPEAKER: No.
MR. SAMSON: Then the debate is closed, then the question can be put.

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. Any Minister of the Crown can move third reading
on abill. (Interruptions) Order, please.

The honourable Deputy Premier did move third reading. The question has been
called.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
Themotionis carried.

I’m sorry, was there a call for a recorded vote? I’ ve heard one member call for a
recorded vote. (Interruptions) | only heard one, S0 it’ s not sufficient.

Ordered that the bill do pass, ordered that thetitle be as read by the Clerk. Ordered
that the bill be engrossed.

The honourable Government House L eader.

HON. FRANK CORBETT: Mr. Speaker, would you please call Bill No. 93.
Bill No. 93 - Motor Vehicle Act.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Government House L eader.

HON. FRANK CORBETT: Mr. Speaker, | stand to move third reading of Bill No.
93, the Motor Vehicle Act. (Interruption)

MR. SPEAKER: The question has been called on Bill No. 93.
The honourable member for Richmond.

HON. MICHEL SAMSON: Mr. Speaker, it smy pleasureto riseto say afew words
on Bill No. 93. | have to say I’ m a bit disappointed that the minister has not stood to speak
on thisbill because you'll recall, on second reading, | raised what | thought werevery vaid
concerns about the whole definition of what will be considered to be being on a highway
and, second, operating a motor vehicle on the whole issue of texting. | think it was a
legitimate issue to raise. | believe anumber of my colleagues indicated that they, as well,
were curious as to how (Interruption) Isit? Oh, we're dealing with bikes. Well, thank you,
my good friend, the member for Clare.
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Mr. Speaker, it smy understanding this specific bill, and hopefully those comments
will help the Minister of Transportation and Infrastructure Renewal when the texting bill
comes forward, to address the concerns that | raised, but | would be remissif | didn’t take
the opportunity to recognize my colleague, the member for Dartmouth East, who is the
member in this House who brought forward legislation, | believe in avery unique fashion,
by having some of hiscolleaguesand thoseinvolved with thesport of biking in thisprovince
actually bike to the Legislature on the very morning in what can only be described as
inclement weather, typical Nova Scotiaweather for thistime of theyear, but it was certainly
not the most favourable weather conditions. Still they made the journey here to the
Legislature on their bicycles, which, | believe, gave even more weight to the bill that has
been put forward by my colleague, the member for Dartmouth East who first proposed, in
this Legislature, the creation of bicycle lanesin our province.

Mr. Speaker, as| did mention on second reading, thisis an issue which | think al
Nova Scotians are prepared to embrace. We are seeing more and more people taking up the
gport of cycling. The fact that it gives Nova Scotians an opportunity to exercise and at the
sametime enjoy the beautiful outdoorsof our provinceis, certainly, something that we want
to encourage. Too many times cyclists are encountering issues with motorists, which makes
it to the point that some - | know in my area - no longer want to bicycle around our
community due to the fact that there are no bicycle lanes. You have a gravel shoulder in
some areas, which is alow shoulder and the fact is, there seems to be a misunderstanding
amongst motorists as to who really has the right of way on the road when they’'re
encountering an area where a cyclist might be present.

I’m pleased that the government did bring the bill forward but | haveto say, aswell,
that I’ m disappointed, becauseif we're truly going to sand in this place and say that we're
hereto work together, even though this government has amajority government, | do believe
that the respongble thing would have been to have called the bill by the member for
Dartmouth East and make any amendmentsnecessary that the government may have wanted
to propose that legidation. | do find it unfortunate that after a member brought forward
thoughtful legislation, that basicaly the government would turn around and bring amirror
bill with some minor differentiations from the one that was brought forward by the member
for Dartmouth East.

Atthe Law AmendmentsCommittee | have no doubt that the member for Dartmouth
East would have been more than prepared to look a government amendments, which has
been donein the past on Opposition bills. I cantell you, as someone who hashad 11 Private
Members Public Bills passed in this Chamber, a number of them had government
amendments that were made and | certainly had no issue with that. | was pleased to see
anything that could strengthen the bill. I think the member for Dartmouth East would have
had that same approach. Unfortunately, here you had a bill brought forward by a Liberal
member, which the government basically turned around said, we like the idea and we're
going to try to take it for ourselves. That’s what | find unfortunate here.
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Quiteironically, I’d beremissif | didn’t say that thisisalament that we heard from
Jack Layton for so many years saying, the Liberals are stealing al of our ideas and the
Conservatives are stealing our ideas, only to see now that the NDP Government in Nova
Scotia seems more than happy to conti nue the same practice ingead with a different Party
that they’ re now taking the ideas from.

As| mentioned before, to create bicyclelanes, it' scertainly goingtotakeaninitiative
from the Department of Transportation and Infrastructure Renewal, especially when new
projects are taking place, to alow for these bike lanes to be built. Not having had the
opportunity to read through the 5-Y ear Highway Improvement Plan, which was tabled by
the minister today - on aside note, | was pleased to see that the word “Richmond” actually
exists in the fiveyear plan, 0 | do commend the Minister of Transportation and
Infrastructure Renewal for that and I’'m pleased to see that we are going to be part of the
five-year plan.

I’m not quite sure in this document if it actually does make reference to the creation
of bicyclelanes as part of the five-year plan with new construction. | would certainly hope
that it’s going to be given consideration. I'm sure it's not every project that it will make
sense to include a bicycle lane with that specific section of road, but obviously it's
something that is going to require the initiative of the Department of Transportation and
Infrastructure Renewal inorder to makeit areality. I’ m certanly hoping that future projects
that will come to Richmond County and within the Strait areawill have provisionsto alow
for these bicycle lanes.

At atimewhere our tourism industry isgoing through adifficult time, we are seeing
more and more visitors to our province who want to be able to bicycle while they’re here,
whether it’s through paths that are established on trails or whether it's aong the roads of
Nova Scotia. Thereis an opportunity here, | believe, in helping develop our tourism sector
and being ableto say that Nova Scotiaisabike-friendly province and that we areputting in
infrastructure to make that areality.

Aswell, as| mentioned on second reading, as anew parent | can certainly say how
much of achallengeit is - especialy in rural areas - to be able to take your child out in a
stroller along the shoulders of roads, whether it be in Richmond County or whether it bein
other communities, if we' re going to encourage parentsto be able to lead healthy lifestyles
with their children, especially young children, I think the establishment of bike lanes will
also help address some of these concerns, especially in areas wherethere are no sdewalks.
In many of our communities that is exactly the case, so if this can, aswell, allow parentsto
beabletowalk and to exercisein asafeareaa ong our roads, then thisis certainly something
which we will be more than happy to support and | think will make ared difference.
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[6:00 p.m.]

Withthosefew comments, Mr. Speaker, | again thank my colleague, the member for
Dartmouth East who first brought thisforward, for continuing to push theidea, and certainly
all of hiscolleaguesin the sport of biking, who have lent their support along the way on the
debate of this bill and on making sure that it does go forward. We are looking forward to
when the government will proclaim this legislation and make it a reality here in our
province.

Withthat, Mr. Speaker, | thank you for the opportunity to make afew commentson
Bill No. 93.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth East.

MR. ANDREW Y OUNGER: Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to stand on thisand thefirst
thing that comesto mind is - I’'m not sure whether my biggest memory of the Legislature
dealing with thebicycleissuewill beabikeridein therain or the member for Argyletalking
about wearing spandex next to tractor-trailer trucks. I’ ve been horrified ever since that day
inthe Legislature, and | certainly hopethat our medical plan hasgood psychological therapy
coverage for that.

It was back inthe Spring during Bike Week, thefirst week of June, when wefirst put
out a press release saying that the Liberd caucus would move forward with legislation on
this and suggest that to the House. Ironically it was around the same time that the member
for Bedford-Birch Cove and | were both contacted by people and discussed this idea,
something that was moving forward in the Ontario L egislatureand, of course, that bill isstill
before the Legislature there.

Asthe member for Richmond noted, the minister did bring forward hisown bill and
| was glad to see that he agreed to the amendments suggested by HRM that | spoke about at
second reading, because | noticed that inorder to havethe bill different, he added something
- which we also supported - which was the prohibition of parking in bicycle lanes. Of course
the way it was worded had, or could have had, some unintended consequences. Obviously
we wouldn’t know until it went forward.

| would like to thank the minister for agreeing to changes in the bill before third
reading, to address some of thoseissues. Certainly it would have been very unfortunate had
we ended up in asituation where the bill passed but actually caused municipalitiesin Nova
Scotiato restrict the construction and the painting and so forth of bike lanes because they
were concerned about what might happen in terms of parking.

Themember for Richmond did mention oneissuewhen hetalked about the five-year
highway improvement plan the minister came out with today. At the press briefing the
minister gave on thislegislation, he alluded to the fact that he hoped that - and | hope | will
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paraphrase him correctly in doing this, it is not my intent to paraphrase him incorrectly,
that’'s for certain - that he hoped the province in its construction projects would give
consideration to bicycle lanes or widened shoulders.

| would certainly hope that we have thisfive-year list of projects here. It would be
interesting to note from the minister whether certainly either widening shoulders, whichis
probably the |east expensive option, or even painted lanes, isup for consideration on any of
those projects. Of course one of the ones in particular would be the Burnside Expressway,
whichthe minister will hear menow lobbying for, soitison therecordin Hansard for future
years to come. (Interruptions)

Mr. Speaker, as | say, if | had a napkin here I’d be certain to pass it over with it
written on. Let mejust say, it was unfortunate that when the province actually repaved the
other end of Burnside Drive, which it has responsibility for - and this was before this
minister’ stime, of course - it actually did not put in the bike connection from the bridge,
which now crossesHighway No. 111, and the purpose of that bridge when it was approved
and cost shared by the province and the municipality was actually to accommodate bicycles.
Y et, the bicycles come off and they end up in areatively dangerous situation. My hopeis
that the same thing won’t happen on the other end of Burnside Drive where, of course, the
Burnside expressway is intended to continue on.

Since both my bill has comeforward and the minigter’slegislation, | have received
anumber of e-mailsand callsand | know the minister hasas well because we' ve both been
the addressees on many of those piecesof correspondence from peopled| over the province
involved in biking and so forth, who have pointed out that if the province works with
municipdities, and also on its own highways, to ensure safe passage and try and promote
that idea, what will happen isthat they will be better able to promote Nova Scotiaas yet one
other eco-tourism option in terms of bicycle tourism and so forth.

| do believethat’ sareal option. | know | met with avery active group up therein the
town of Baddeck, in Cape Breton, who cycle the Cabot Trail quite regularly and take very
large groups, particularly from Europe and New England, on the Cabot Trail bicycling. This
isthekind of thing that can make areal difference. The onething | would |eave the minister
with is the need to not just pass this legislation but ensure that motorists are aware of this
legislation. Thereisno point in having apiece of legislation on the booksto protect cyclists
or other users of the road, and in fact protect vehicle drivers as well, without making them
aware of this.

Mr. Speaker, | would urge the minister for his department to get the word out to
cyclistsasthisbecomesproclaimed. Withthat, obviously, we support thislegislation. Again,
| am glad that the minister did include the amendments to the second part to make sure that
the government did add anot parking in bikelanesandit works asintended. Thank you very
much, | will now take my seat as | understand the member for Argyle wishesto tell usmore
about spandex.
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MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Argyle.

HON. CHRISTOPHER D’ENTREMONT: Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to stand
for afew moments to speak to this bill. | did talk in second reading and | promised not to
bring up some of the issuesthat | did bring up during that one, but | will talk about cycling
in Nova Scotia and the importance of the one metre rule and maybe the issue of being able
to cycle from one end of the province to the other.

For many years we've been trying to work with locad communities, work with
municipdities, trying to support them in what they would qualify as being an active
transportation plan. Within those active transportation plans, many aspects of it come into
place. | can say, inthe Yarmouth area, there's a great active transportation group, one that
has a great plan to provide cycding avenues, cycling responsibilities, cycling opportunities
for peoplein that neck of the woods.

Many times we' ve talked about being able to travel from Y armouth to Sydney on a
bike lane. Asyears go by, we re seeing some partsof that, we re seeing some paved bicycle
lanes and other times we' re seeing trails, and those kinds of things, crop up around our
province. All we can say is that there's a tremendous opportunity in this as well, the
opportunity to market our province as atrue cycling destination for those individuals who
have had the opportunity to travel in other parts of the world where cycling is alot more
accepted than it is here. People go there by the hundredsif not thousands to experience the
scenery, the communities, by bike.

Joining us in the gallery today, | have two individuals I'll say hi to. First Nick
Giacomantonio - Dr. Nick. Nick is the president of the Cycle Society of Nova Scotia and
al so has managed the Heartland Tour, whichistheonethat | participate in with the Minister
of Justice as well. Joining him is Damon Goodwin, a good friend of ours. We were just
talking alittle earlier about certain cardiovascular issues.

Mr. Speaker, | know Nick had the opportunity to travel to, | believe, itwasltaly this
last time and to cycle around Italy. He got to see what real cycling is about. | know he has
had the opportunity, and talks about it, in other parts of the world he has been able to visit.
We have the most beautiful scenery here in Nova Scotia; we just maybe don’t have the
opportunity to seeit.

| can al'so say that last year, when | had the opportunity to travel around the province
during the HeartLand Tour, there was some wonderful scenery to be seen, whether it was
going around Cape George in the Antigonish area, which is sort of the mini-Cabot Trail - |
tell you, | swept my way up that hill and | got down it - but what wonderful scenery asit
goes around that area.
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We had the opportunity to go around the Little Bras d’ Or into the riding of the
member for Victoria-The Lakesand along the Bras d' Or Lakes. We have some of the most
beautiful scenery for cycling of anywhereinthe country, and | cantell youwe probably have
some of the most dangerous country aswell, because of the way cyclists are treated, really,
inthisprovince. | know everybody in here cantell you of aninstance where either they have
been on abike - I know many people here have been on a bike once or twicein their lives -
and had the opportunity of near misses in thisprovince. I’ ve had near misses with bikes or
trucks, or whatever, coming up beside you and scaring you or coming so close that it has
made you wobbleyour way into theditch. Mr. Speaker, thishappensat an alarming rate here
in Nova Scatia.

| think the opportunity to educate Nova Scotians about the safety or what we, as a
cyclist, have to endure as we are cycling around our province, believing in a sport that we
believe in and reaping the benefits of that sport, but there is a ratio there of being able to
expire quicker, | think in some cases, depending on where we are in the province.

Mr. Speaker, | sat on my bike side-by-side with the Minister of Justice as we've
travelled around - | think when we talked about it last we were on our way out to Peggy’s
Coveinthefog, and | cantell you that Peggy’s Coveinthefog isahard placeto cycle out
to. Again, it isone of the prettier rides that we havein the province, but | cantell you that
it would be nice to have alittle more of a shoulder to cycle on.

Themetreisonething - if thedriver of the vehicle knows about the metre, that’ sone
thing; in alot of casesyou don't get the metre. If you take the route to Peggy’s Cove you
know thereis a high traffic areathere, as people go in and out, ether to see Peggy’s Cove
or even the population density in that area. It isawinding road, it is not just one big, long,
straight road; it isin and out of these coves. Boy, it sure would be nice to have a bike lane
going out there to see probably one of the prettiest places in the province.

Really what I’m trying to say here, Mr. Spesaker, is that we did have the five-year
plan presented by the Minister of Transportation and I nfrastructure Renewal today, onethat
| think isavery good basisin the future work herein Nova Scotia, but there was no real talk
of bikelinesin herethat I’ ve been ableto find in my perusal through this document. It does
talk about secondary highways, trunks and routes, more of an explanation of what those
things are, but realy no understanding, | believe, on adding a bike lane or being able to
accommodate a cycling public.

BecauseNick isinthe gallery today, | do want to thank the ML Aswho are herewho
did participate in some way or another with the HeartLand Tour. Mr. Speaker, it was good
to see you at the parade in Pictou as we cycled on down the hill - it wasn’'t too hard and it
wasn’'t too fast. It was really well-attended, there were thousands of people on the side
getting the message of a heart-healthy community - not only hearing the words of living
well, but actually participating in that.
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[6:15 p.m.]

Mr. Speaker, | know the member for Kings South, the Minister of Service Nova
Scotiaand Municipal Relations, did meet usat AcadiaUniversity to tak about cycling safety
and cycling issues - it was great to see her out at that one. What we're going to try to do, |
think, over the next bit, is see if we can get one or two more MLAS to participate - | think
we need a Liberd MLA - to participate in the HeartLand tour. | know the member for
Y armouth is keen; | know the member for Kings West is keen; and | know the member for
Dartmouth Northisinterested. Nick, | hopeyou’ rewriting down the names of some of these
MLASs to make sure that we have them along for this.

It goes to not only the heart-healthy communities but it’s the safety of the cycling
population, of being ableto go out and do something that we love, to participatein an active
lifestyle and to be able to do it in a safe manner.

| thank the minister very much for bringing thisissue to the House, to acknowledge
the cycling public who is out there, and hope that thisis not the final discussion that we're
goingto haveon cyclinginthisHouse of Assembly. | know thereare many other tweaksthat
the member for Dartmouth East hastalked about on anumber of occasions, and I’ ve brought
forwardtheissue of two-by-two, and | talked about the singlefileissuethelast timewewere
here. | think that needs alittle more thought and maybe a bit of a change down theroad. In
alot of cases, as| said during my second reading speech, the issue is that when you're all
inonelong line, if you have 30 peoplein apace line, when the motorized group passes you
by, they only passyou by about half and thereforetry to merge intoyour laneinorder to get
past the rest. There are many times when you get pushed over by a vehicle and that’'s
something that | really want to have maybe some further thought on.

There salwaystheissueof stopping at stop signswhenyou'’ reclippedintoyour bike,
which | don’t know whether it's safe or not safe, but | think that maybe some further
discussion around that one but, then again, that’s for a later day. So again | thank the
minister for bringing thisforward and | ook forwardto further discussion onthisoneat alater

day.
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Clare.

HON. WAYNE GAUDET: Mr. Speaker, | just want to comment a little bit on the
third and final reading on Bill No. 93. As|’veindicated on second reading, thisbill amends
the Motor Vehicle Act and it certainly will help to make our roads safer for our cyclists.
Some peoplewill say it’ sastart; some peoplewill say it doesn’t go far enough. | understand
that the government did consult with the members of the cycling community before these
amendments were brought in by the minister. As| pointed out, when you look at the bill,
some, as | said, will indicate that the bill doesn’t go far enough, that there should be alot
more in thisbill.
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As| pointed out in second reading, thisis certainly astep in theright direction; it's
abeginning. | hope that the government, the minister, will be able to work with the cycling
community and build up on this bill.

Asl’veindicated, thishill will requiredriverstoleave ametre between them and the
cyclistson our roads. Many driversarealready doing this, but also there aredriverswho are
not leaving a space between themselves and the cyclists when they’ re going by bicycles on
our roads. When you look at the number of fatalities that are taking place on our roads, one
istoo many. Naturally, if we can make any changes on our roads to makeit safer for drivers
and make it safer for cyclists, then we need to make those changes.

One final thing before | take my seat - | think it's absolutely critical for the
government, when this bill becomeslaw, we need to reach out to all driversin Nova Scotia
to make them aware of this one-metre rule. | know we will need alot of reaching out. It's
not just acouple of timesand, you know, once theword is out, you expect to believe that al
drivers are aware of this one-metre rule. | would encourage the government to repeat this
exercise. Weneed to makedriversaware- all drivers- of thisone-metrerule. If we can make
our roads safer and prevent any fatalities, then at the end of the day, then | think it's
absolutely critical.

Soinclosing, Mr. Speaker, thisisagood first step. | certainly applaud the minister
for bringing these amendments forward and | certainly will be voting in favour of thisbill.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Bedford-Birch Cove.

MS. KELLY REGAN: Mr. Speaker, I’'m pleased to risein my place thisevening to
speak to the bicycle lane bill. | guess it was early last Spring when the member for
Dartmouth East and | began getting | etters on this subject from bicycle groups and wefound
that what they call, south of the border, the three-foot rulewas being adopted by variousU.S.
States. We began to do some research. Coincidentally, it was around Mother’s Day that |
suggested that what | would really liketo buy sometime was abike. | meant aV espa, but my
husband decided to get me a bicycle for Mother’s Day. So suddenly | rejoined the cycling
community and after 30 years | found myself out on a bike on a Dartmouth road.

| have to say it was afairly scary experience, going down a Dartmouth road where
peopleare coming off ahighway, basically, and whizzing by. That’ swhen | decided that we
needed athree-foot rule, because it was really pretty scary. Speaking of scary, | don’t wear
spandex when | bike. | just wanted to point out what a cost-effective, healthy way thisis, for
peopleto get about in the city. There arevarious communitiesin Nova Scotiawhere you see
it more than others. For example, in Wolfville, it’savery popular way to get around town.
You see alot of bikes and people are using bicycles there the way they do in Europe, you
know, you go to town to get your food from the market and everyone just cycles about.
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| must say that on the day that the member for Dartmouth East tabled hisbill, | was
extraordinarily glad that we had decided that he should do it and not me because it was
pouring cats and dogs and | thought it was most appropriate that he ride instead of me
because he has a much shorter ride to work.

| did want to echo what the member for Dartmouth East said about eco-tourism. One
of the things you see in Europe a lot are cycling tours and | think that if we make Nova
Scotiaa safer placeto cyclein, then you' re going to see some growth in cycling asamode
of transport for eco-tourism.

The member for Argyle suggested that perhaps the Liberals might want to join the
Heartland tour and I’ ve indicated to him that I'm quite willing to do this but only if | go
tandem with somebody else, I’ m on the back and they can do all the heavy cycling.

Anyway, Mr. Speaker, | do want to commend the minister for movingto bringinthis
bill, even though there was one previously tabled from our caucus, | do think it isaworthy
endeavour and | do think that it isimportant that we provide augmented safety for cyclists
because this is of concern. Anyone who has done any cycling at all knows that it can be
pretty scary when acar ispassing you by, or they’re extraordinarily close, and when you’'re
onabike, you'rebasically naked out there, spandex aside, you don’ t haveany protectionlike
you doinacar. So | do think that thisisabill well worth voting for. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: The motion is for third reading of Bill No. 93. Would all thosein
favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

Ordered that thisbill do pass. Ordered that thetitle be as read by the Clerk. Ordered
that the bill be engrossed.

The honourable Government House L eader.

HON. FRANK CORBETT: Mr. Speaker, would you please call Bill No. 94.
Bill No. 94 - Motor Vehicle Act.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Government House L eader.

HON. FRANK CORBETT: | move Bill No. 94 for third reading.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Inverness.
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MR. ALLAN MACMASTER: Mr. Speaker, | rise tonight to speak on this bill. |
know therewere some concernsraised by anumber of businessesin the province, the Nova
Scotia Automotive Dedlers Association being the prime one.

Thishill isgood in the sense that itsgoal isto protect consumers. That’simportant.
It' salso focused on allowing consumersto make decisionswith dl theinformation that they
should have to make such decisions. | know that the Automotive Deal ers Association had
said themselves that Bill No. 94 raises the bar on used vehicle sales.

They did raise a concern, though, and that was that thishill - if we're going to put
legislation forward we should be aiming to protect all consumers. They felt that and they
gave some statistics. | know this was covered in the Committee on Law Amendments, but
I'll just read them for the benefit of the House.

There are 200,000 used vehicle sales per year in this province and of those, only
82,000 are sold by dealers. Most sales - 60 per cent - are sold private individual to private
individual. Of the 40 per cent the dealers are selling, of that 82,000, 53,000 are sold to a
consumer - the others are sold to adealer. To sum up, 25 per cent of used cars are sold from
dealers to consumers, to individuals. They felt that if we were here trying to protect
consumers, as a House here, we would want to expand the legislation to ensure that it
included all sales. Theway thelegislationwasorigindly written did not. They had proposed
changing the word from “dealer” to “seller,” so “seller” would obviously cover any
individualsthat were selling used cars to other people.

| guess we would concur that people, whether they be dealers or whether they be
individuals, should be held accountable for disclosure of all information relative to the fair
purchase of an automaobile. | know they raised acouple of other points.

When dealing with trade-ins, the onus should be on the trader to report. | can think
of astory onedealer told me. He said that he' savery experienced dealer inthisprovinceand
he told me a dealer can be swindled by an individual off the street as well. It might be a
stormy day outside and they might be selling a vehicle; there could be a car that’s being
traded on it and circumstances may not permit them to take afull look at the vehicle. There
may be something wrong with the vehicle. I’ m just expressing what he told me. At the end
of the day, his point was that we need to protect al buyers.

Itispossible-and | haven't discussed thiswith theminister - that deal ers can protect
themselves with thislegislation by consulting with the registrar to seeif avehicle has been
branded alemon or non-repairable or rebuilt or salvaged vehicle. If that’ sthe caseand if that
protects the dealers, then in turn that protects the other 75 per cent of consumers. If that’s
the case, that’ s positive - | hopethat it is. The focus here should be on unscrupul ous people.
That, again, is not just dealers. It could be anybody.
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Withthat, | do presume that the department will produce some literature for people,
whether they be buyers or sellers, with respect to this new legislation, that will help people
understand it, help people to comply with it and also help people who are buyers and what
to watch for, what they should be watching for and how this legislation will protect them.

[6:30 p.m.]

I know some years ago, and I’ m sure we can all attest to this, my own father bought
acar onetimethat all the information wasn’t disclosed on it. It was a private sale and there
were some significant problemswith theengine of that car and it cost him quiteafew dollars
to fix. When you are in small-town Nova Scotia, usually you assume you are dealing with
honourable people, but the person who sold this car obvioudy knew something that they
decided not to disclose. | think that is what this legidlation is, the aim of it, is to protect
people. In that case | don’t know if it would make a difference, but we do appreciate the
government trying to make a difference for people.

With that, Mr. Speaker, | will conclude my remarks.
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Preston.

HON. KEITH COLWELL: Mr. Speaker, I'll be quite brief on this. | think thisisa
very good bill. It does, indeed, help protect consumers from unscrupul ous people, as my
honourabl e colleague hasjust said. We know already that the reputable car dealerstypically
do thistype of reporting now. Unfortunately there’' s always someone out there who decides
they are going to try to make some money off something that maybe isn’'t as good as it
appearsto be. | think thislaw will definitely hel p disclosethose problemsso that individuals
aren’t going to be taken in by unscrupulous people. Typically, too, people who are buying
aused car either buy it because they want cheap transportation or it isall they can afford. If
you get somebody who buys something that isall they can afford and then find out that they
have some serious problems with it, then they have to go buy another car or ahuge amount
of money in repairs. Indeed, it isvery serious for afamily in that situation.

I’m glad to see this bill is here. I'm pleased to see that the government is moving
forward on this particular bill and indeed, it should make it better for Nova Scotians. With
those few words, I'll close my remarks.

MR. SPEAKER: The motion isfor third reading of Bill No. 94. Would all thosein
favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

Ordered that thisbill do pass. Ordered that thetitle be asread by the Clerk. Ordered
that the bill be engrossed.
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The honourable Government House L eader.

HON. FRANK CORBETT: Mr. Speaker, would you please call Bill No. 95.
Bill No. 95 - Consumer Reporting Act.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Government House L eader.

HON. FRANK CORBETT: Mr. Speaker, | move third reading of Bill No. 95.

MR. SPEAKER: The motion isfor third reading of Bill No. 95. Would al those in
favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

Ordered that this bill to pass. Ordered that the title be asread by the Clerk. Ordered
that the bill be engrossed.

The honourable Government House L eader.

HON. FRANK CORBETT: Mr. Speaker, would you please call Bill No. 97.
Bill No. 97 - Motor Vehicle Act.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Government House L eader.

HON. FRANK CORBETT: Mr. Speaker, | move third reading of Bill No. 97.
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Richmond.

HON. MICHEL SAMSON: Mr. Speaker, | must say it iswith disappointment that
| rise to speak on third reading of Bill No. 97. As| mentioned earlier, | had hoped that the
Minister of Transportation and Infrastructure Renewal would have provided some greater
clarity regarding how the enforcement of these provisons are going to take place, because
the wording of the bill very clearly states that it is an offence to be texting or operating a
mobile phone while operating a motor vehicle on a highway. That is not the specific
language but basically it states operating a motor vehicle on a highway.

Thequestion | raise on second reading ishow does one define (1) “ operating amotor
vehicle” and (2) how will the definition of “on a highway” be enforced? As| mentioned on
second reading, thedefinition of ahighway isquitebroad. My questionis, on behalf of Nova
Scotians who obviously wish to follow the law by not being on the road and trying to text
or phone or check their e-mails or anything else while they’re driving, and many Nova
Scotians believethat if they pull over to the shoulder and they’ re off the asphalt portion that
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then they are respecting the law. The fact is that the definition of highway quite possibly
would include the shoulder of the road. The last thing we want to see is someone who is
trying to be responsible and pulling over to respond to atext or an e-mail or make a phone
call, would actudly bein violation because of the fact that under the legal definition they’re
still on ahighway.

The other question that | raised was, what definition will be given to operating a
motor vehicle? In that if someone is pulled over, even if it’s not considered a highway, if
they are pulled over and their vehicleis still on or it’sstill in gear and they just have their
foot on the brake, will that be considered operating a motor vehicle? Again, most Nova
Scotians would believe that pulling over in a safe fashion and being a safe distance on the
shoulder of the road is acceptable. But without being given a better understanding of how
those two specific terms will be interpreted by police enforcement, one is left to wonder
exactly what do you need to do to respect this law?

There is no question that Nova Scotians are very concerned about the rate of
accidents that have been caused due to texting and due to driver distraction, the rate of
fatalities, the rate of close callsthat have resulted from this. Again, I’ m sure Nova Scotians
want to be very clear on what they need to do to respect thislaw. That'swhy | raised it. |
thought | was being responsible as a member of the Opposition to bring it to the minister’s
attention and his department’s attention. Unfortunately, on third reading it was an
opportunity to be able to address that concern and put on the record what the minister’s
interpretation is and what the intention of that exact wording is going to be.

Often, as I’m sure many members will know, when the courts have been asked to
interpret a law, they’ll look to the Legislature to see what the debate was and the exact
intention of the government or the person that is proposing the legislation. This happened
before. | actually was interested to see that on the case that went forward regarding the
insurance cap that had been proposed by the previous administration, anumber of members
of this House are quoted in the decision because of the fact that the judge who first looked
at the appeal actually went through Hansard and read and quoted from members what the
intention was of the cap on minor injury. That was part of his decision.

So this was an ample opportunity for the Minister of Transportation and
Infrastructure Renewal to stand in his place and say, hereiswhat our intention isin passing
this bill and here is how we anticipate it will be enforced. That way, if there was some
confusion and someone had pulled over to the shoulder, had turned off their vehicle and
were actually texting on their phone and were charged - they’ d be able to go to the courts
and the judge would be able to ook back and say, well, what was the true intention of the
government? By not having the minister put it on the record after such a concern had been
raised, unfortunately the courts would really be left to try to figure out, on their own, what
the minister’ sintentions were and whether the language in the Act is a proper reflection of
that. Whereas if he stood in his place and said, based on what the member for Richmond
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raised, | want to say quite clearly as minister, here is what we feel and here is what our
intention is with this and here is how we would see it being enforced.

Unfortunately right now that is not clear. | find that very unfortunate because |
believe Nova Scotians want to respect the law. | think there is some confusion here. | can
tell you that a number of years ago while going to university, | worked at the Examiner’s
Office at the Registry of Motor Vehiclesand | saw people come in who had their licences
suspended and in some casesit was asituation wherethey’ rein the backseat of their car, but
becausethey had thekey intheir possessionthey were considered to betechnically operating
amotor vehicle.

That’ swhy | feltitimportant to rai se the issue to make sure, and to give the minister
an opportunity to makeit very clear asto what the expectations are and how thiswill work,
sothat thereisno confusion here and that Nova Scotianstrying to respect the law and follow
the law are not going to be charged due to the fact that the language here doesn't appear to
be specific enough. There may be a broad interpretation of both what is a highway and,
number two, what is operating a motor vehicle,

Again, Mr. Speaker, | think it was a reasonable concern to raise. Unfortunately, it
doesn’t appear to have been addressed or looked into. Possibly the minister still has an
opportunity to risein his place and maybe say afew words just on that matter soitison the
record and it isvery clear - and not only to us herein thisHouse, when we' |l be asked by our
constituents what are the new rules and how do | respect the new rules? As well, as |
mentioned before, should there ever be court cases dealing with this, the judges will have
an opportunity to reflect and look back on the words stated by the Minister of Justice when
this very concern has been brought to his attention and they’ Il have that to rely upon.

I’ m hoping that these concerns are being taken seriously and that the department and
the minister are looking into it. | do hope that when | wrap up my comments, the minister
will rise to say afew words on that and not just have the Government House L eader shout
out “Question” after my comments. So that ismy hope, Mr. Speaker, and | guess only time
will tell, but with that, I'm pleased to support Bill No. 97 and certainly hope that the
concerns raised will be addressed prior to its final passage here in this Chamber.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth East.

MR. ANDREW YOUNGER: Mr. Speaker, just very briefly | wanted to follow up
on the member for Richmond’'s comments in a couple of ways. One, | think when the
member for Richmond asked that question earlier, it happened that the officer who was
working here that day from the Halifax Regional Police had been listening to some of that
debate. His comment at the time was that they have been advised, at least for the purpose of
liguor violations, for example, that as soon asyou have the keysin your handsand are at the
door of your car, they consider you to be operating a vehicle. Otherwise they consider it
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entrapment once you' ve entered it. Those are the instructions that HRP is giving their
incoming officers for the phrase “ operating.”

So whether that is the case in this bill, I don't know, but obvioudly if it is, that
becomesalot more of acomplicated situation. Not that someone is going to get ticketed for
standing outside their car, I’'m sure, but the member for Richmond talked about people
pulled off the side of the highway. Of course, the definition of “highway” in the Motor
VehicleAct, whichthisaddsto, says:. “ apublic highway, street, lane, road, alley, park, beach
or place including the bridges thereon, and private property that is designed to be and is
accessible to the generd public for the operation of a motor vehicle.” That definition of a
highway certainly is as broad as the member for Richmond would suggest that it is.

Thelast thing | would just like to comment for the record is, when we had looked at
the bikelegidlation earlier, one of the thingsthe minister had said wasthat the placefor fines
was in regulation and one of the issues he had with the wording of the bill as we had
introduced it was that it actually set the fines out for violating the one-metrerule. Y et then
not the very next day did the minister introduce thisbill, and of course one of the thingsthat
it seeksto do is, in fact, set the fines for this and actually amend the fines - in exactly the
same wording that we had in the previous one that the minister said shouldn’t be donein a
bill.

| would just like to point out the fact that on one day the miniger said it was the
inappropriate way to deal with fines under the Motor Vehicle Act and then the next day he
introduced abill that did exactly the same thing with pretty well exactly the same wording.
So | too, like the member for Richmond, would just love to hear the minister speak ever so
briefly, at least in terms of the issue of operating. Obviously, we support this. It's not to
suggest that we don’t, but we spend a lot of time in this Legislature - as I’'m sure all
L egislaturesdo, infairness- dealing with housekeeping mattersthat come up because things
areinterpretedin waysthat we didn’t intend them to beinterpreted. Here we have situations
that maybe could be avoided in the future if it becomes an issue.

[6:45 p.m.]

Infairnessto the minister, thisis obviously an issue - especially in those words that
would pre-date him as minister and his government. | mean, thisis something that goes on
and on but no different than the Nova Scotia Museum Act, which we will deal with at
another time. That isa similar situation where something has gone on for 16 years that we
now find ourselves having to deal with.

With that, | would just echo the comments of the member for Richmond, and
certainly with my colleagues | will be supporting this bill but hope the minister has
addressed those issues with staff even if he's not prepared to talk about them in the
Legislature.
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MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Clare.

HON. WAYNE GAUDET: Mr. Speaker, I'm pleased to rise and say afew wordson
Bill No. 97, the Motor Vehicle Act. As | pointed out on second reading, this bill is very
important. These amendmentsthat are before the House are extremely important to address
some serious problems that are happening on our roads with regard to cellphones, texting
and street racing.

| remember when the minister did his opening comments on second reading, he
talked about there were 8,300 convictions against drivers using cellphones or texting while
driving. We know that the government did bring in a law to ban the usage of hand-held
cellphones back two and a half years ago. When | looked at the number of convictions that
have come out in the last two and a half years and at the same time, every time that I'm
driving, you’ realways seeing peopledrivingwith ahand-heldcellphone. Of course, wehave
to recognizethis 8,300, the problemis alot bigger.

| hope with the amendmentsthat are before the House - and especially now that the
bill has come before the Housein third reading - that thisbill ison the eve of getting passed
through the House. Again, asl pointed out earlier on Bill No. 93, oncethisbill becomeslaw,
it's absolutely critical for the government, for the minister, to make our drivers aware of
these changes. I’ s not just by advertising for one day or one week and you’ re hopeful that
you' re going to be able to reach out to dl the driverswithin that period of time.

Thisisvery serious and | encourage the government, | encourage the minister, we
need to get the word out but we need to repeat that message. If we're going to try to make
our roads safer, and certainly address street racing on our roads, texting and using cellphones
whiledriving, weneedto - it’ sabsolutely critical, if we' regoing to have success behind this
rule, these changes, these amendments, for the government to promote and make drivers
aware of these changes.

Thereisno doubt when you look at the number of fatalities that we' ve had last year
onour roads, everybody will agreethat there are so many distractionswhen you’ re out there
driving and adding afew more, especially whendriversyou’ remeeting ontheroad areeither
texting or talking on a phone behind the wheel, it’s absolutely critical for the government
to makedriversaware, make the public aware. We' ve seen changesthat were brought under
the Motor Vehicle Act, government has done some promotion and then all of asudden, you
have to wonder what’ s going on.

Today on the way up, there were a couple of police cars, flashing lights on, on the
side of the road and motoristsjust kept zooming by at about 105 kilometers, 110 kilometers
passing those emergency vehicles stopped on the side of Highway No. 101 coming up, so
obviously, as we' ve said before, when government brings changes, it is absolutely critical
that we need to reach out to all our drivers in our province to make them aware of these
changes.
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At thesametime, and I’ ve said this before, when we have peopleand driverscoming
in from outside Nova Scotia, driving on our roads, we need to make them aware at al the
entries into our province. Usually we have posted signs at the border in New Brunswick -
leaving New Brunswick and coming into Nova Scotia - know that, or in Y armouth or in
North Sydney. Itisabsolutely critical, Mr. Speaker, government hasaresponsibility hereto
make out-of-town drivers- driversfrom outside of Nova Scotia- aware of these changesthat
are affecting drivers on our roads.

| hope, Mr. Speaker, once this Bill No. 97 goes through third and final reading and
getsto be proclaimed law in Nova Scotia, that the government will take the opportunity to
reach out to al drivers, not just once, but as many times as needed. | think, in order to make
our roads safer, we need to reach out and get that information out, as| said, not to just our
driversin our province but also to drivers coming from outside our provinceand driving on
our roads. We need to make sure that information isavailable. If it isavailable, thereisno
doubt that we will reduce the number of fatalities on our roads.

With those few comments, Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to take my seat.
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Digby-Annapolis.

MR. HAROLD THERIAULT: Mr. Speaker, | wasn't going to get up and speak on
thishill, Bill No. 97, but | stood in this House approximately two years ago and spoke on a
similar bill with the cellphone. Thistimeit isabout texting. The next time we stand up here,
inayear or two, it will probably be about reading a newspaper and we won'’t be able to do
that. The next time we stand up it will be about drinking coffeein our car, and the next time
we stand up 