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Second Session
2:00 P.M.
SPEAKER
Hon. Charlie Parker
DEPUTY SPEAKERS

Mr. Gordon Gosse, Mr. Leo Glavine, Mr. Alfie MacLeod

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. Today’s proceedings will now get underway.

Beforel go to the daily routine, | want to announce the late debate under Rule 5(5)
at the moment of interruption. It reads as follows:

Thereforebeit resolved that the No Farms, No Food organi zation be supportedin a
timely manner by implementing recommendations from the Agricultural Land Review
Committee’ s recent report.

That was submitted by the honourable member for Cape Breton South and, again, it
will be held at the moment of interruption at six o’ clock.

PRESENTING AND READING PETITIONS
PRESENTING REPORTS OF COMMITTEES
TABLING REPORTS, REGULATIONS AND OTHER PAPERS

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Acadian Affairs.

2983
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HON. GRAHAM STEELE: Merci, M. leprésident. C' et avec plaisir quej’ aimerais
déposer le Rapport d’ étape 2010: Progres réalisés dans les services en francais offerts par
le gouvernement de la Nouvelle-Ecosse selon les exigences de la Loi sur les services en
francais.

Mr. Speaker, | beg leavetotable adocument entitled Progress Report 2010: French-
language Services provided by the Government of Nova Scotia as required by the French-
language Services Act.

MR. SPEAKER: Thereport is tabled.

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS

GOVERNMENT NOTICES OF MOTION

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Community Services.

RESOLUTION NO. 1894

HON. DENISE PETERSON-RAFUSE: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give noticethat on a
future day | shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas on November 2™, long-time councillor and deputy warden in the
Municipality of Kings County, Diana Brothers was elected warden of the Municipality of
Kings County; and

Whereas Diana Brothers will lead and represent the residents of the Muni cipality of
Kings County, the province' sthird largest municipality after Halifax and Cape Breton; and

Whereas thisisthe first time awoman has been elected warden in Kings County’s
history;

Thereforebeit resolved that all membersof this House congratul ate Diana Brothers
on her election success and wish her well in her new position as warden of Kings County.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.
MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waver.
Isit agreed?

It isagreed.
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Would &l those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motionis carried.
The honourable Minister of Tourism, Culture and Heritage.

RESOLUTION NO. 1895

HON. PERCY PARIS: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on afutureday | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas a record nine Nova Scotia finalists have been nominated for the 2010
National Awards for Tourism Excellence by the Tourism Industry Association of Canada,
known as TIAC; and

Whereas these Nova Scotian nominees have been recognized for offering superior
tourism experiencesto travellers in Canada; and

Whereas the TIAC award nominees have helped to make Nova Scotia a premier
travel destination and strengthen the tourism industry, which creates good jobs and helpsto
grow the economy;

Thereforebeit resolved that the membersof thisHouse congratul atethe TIAC award
nominees on this national recognition of their excellent customer service and wish them
continued success.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

[2:15 p.m.]

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.

Isit agreed?

It isagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motioniscarried.

The honourable Minister of Health.
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RESOLUTION NO. 1896

HON. MAUREEN MACDONALD: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a
future day | shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Down syndrome is a naturally-occurring chromosomal arrangement that
exists universally across racial, gender, and soci o-economic lines; and

Whereas one in 800 babies has Down syndrome and 80 per cent are born to women
who are over the age of 35; and

Whereas November 1% to November 7" is National Down Syndrome Awareness
Week and a time to focus on the unique strengths and abilities of people with Down
syndrome and to work to ensure equitable opportunities for all Nova Scotians and all
Canadians with Down syndrome;

Thereforebeit resolved that all members of thisHouse acknowledge theimportance
of National Down Syndrome Awareness Week and commend the Nova Scotia Down
Syndrome Society for their ongoing support for Nova Scotians with Down syndrome and
their families.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.

Isit agreed?

It isagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motionis carried.

The honourable Minister of Service Nova Scotia and Municipa Relations.

HON. RAMONA JENNEX: I’ m speaking on behalf of Immigration today and | beg
leave to do an introduction first, please.

MR. SPEAKER: Certainly.

MS. JENNEX: Thank you. | draw everyon€ s eyes to our east gallery and | would
like to introduce Jacob Deng. Jacob isayoung man | met at abook launch and since this
resolution is about him - if you don’t mind, Jacob, remain standing while | do this. Thank
you.
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MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Immigration.
RESOLUTION NO. 1897

HON. RAMONA JENNEX: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on afuture day
| shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Jacob Deng, at the age of seven, survived unimaginable hardshipswhen he
fled insurgents who attacked his village in Southern Sudan in 1987, killing many people,
including most of hisfamily; and

Whereas for many years Jacob, while surviving in refugee camps in Ethiopia and
Kenya, took advantage of what education was available before coming to Canada and then
to Nova Scotiain 2003, where he continued his education and is a new university graduate
and lives here in Halifax with his wife and two children; and

WhereasA4 Hare in the Elephant’s Trunk isabook based on Jacob’ s story and afilm
documentary, Wings of Hope, follows Jacob as he returns for the first time to his home in
Sudan;

Thereforebeit resolved that all members of this House congratul ate Jacob Deng for
his courage and his perseverance and acknowledge the charity he has established to help
make a difference in the lives of people in Southern Sudan.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.

Isit agreed?

It isagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried. (Applause)

The honourable Minister of Economic and Rural Development.

RESOLUTION NO. 1898

HON. PERCY PARIS: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on afuture day | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:
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Whereas the Power of Green Conference has been promoting the convergence of
economic and environmental prosperity for four years; and

Whereas the conference has brought the business community, environmental
organizations, and government together to discuss and share new ideas about economic
growth, sustainability, and conservation; and

Whereas the Power of Green has been an excdlent example of diverse groups
collaborating to promote and create change in our province through the many different
visionariesit has brought to Nova Scotia;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of the House recognize the Power of
Green’ scontributionsto NovaScotia seconomic and environmental progressand encourage
al interested stakeholders to attend this year’ s conference.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.

Isit agreed?

Itisagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motionis carried.

The honourable Minister of Education.

RESOLUTION NO. 1899

HON. MARILYN MORE: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

WhereasTrudy Amirault, regional library director of the Western Counties Regional
Library, has been atireless worker and advocate for public libraries across the province for
more than 35 years; and

Whereasduring her yearsof service, Ms. Amirault hasmade significant contributions
tothelibrary field, working with many organizations and communitiesto bring information
and reading materials to Nova Scotiafamilies; and
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Whereas her volunteer work with the Community Access Program, and many other
committeesand boards, hasfurthered theroleof publiclibrariesaspromotersof literacy and
access to information;

Thereforebeit resolved that all members of thisHouse congratulate Trudy Amirault
on her retirement from Western Counties Regional Library, and thank her for making a
lasting and positive impact on our province' s regional library system.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.

Isit agreed?

Itisagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motionis carried.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

Bill No. 83 - Entitled an Act to Amend Chapter 25 of the Acts of 1996. The
Fisheries and Coastal Resources Act. (Hon. Sterling Belliveau)

MR. SPEAKER: Ordered that this bill be read a second time on a future day.
NOTICES OF MOTION
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings West.

RESOLUTION NO. 1900

MR. LEO GLAVINE: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on afuture day | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas in 1996, the former Governor General of Canada, the late The Right
Honourable Roméo L eBlanc, created the Governor Generd’ s Caring Canadian Award; and

Whereasthe award recognizes Canadians who have made significant contributions
asvolunteersto their communitiesand havegiven extraordinary helptoindividuals, families
and organizations; and
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Whereas Martha L ouise Croshie of Kentville hasreceived the Governor General’s
Caring Canadian Award in recognition of the volunteering and hard work she has done to
restore Crosbie House and the commitment she hasmadein making Kentvilleabetter place;

Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratulate
Martha Louise Crosbie for receiving the Governor General’ s Caring Canadian Award and
wish her continued success in her future endeavours.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.

Isit agreed?

It isagreed.

Would &l those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

Themotionis carried.

The honourable member for Hants West.

RESOLUTION NO. 1901

MR. CHUCK PORTER: Mr. Speaker, | hereby givenoticethat onafutureday | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Nova Scotia' s provincial park system provides access to some of the best
opportunities to enjoy the rich natural and cultural heritage our province has to offer; and

WhereasSmiley’ sProvincia Park, located onthe Meander River closetotheVillage
of Brooklyn, Hants County, celebrated its 50-year anniversary on July 17" during their 9"
Annual Family Fun Day, which was attended by hundreds of local residents; and

WhereasSmiley’ sProvincia Park isan 86-site campground, which includesapicnic
area, a playground and walking trails,

Thereforebeit resolved that all membersof thisHouse of Assembly congratul atethe
dedicated staff at Smiley’ s on making this celebration a great success and wishing them all
the best with future events.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.
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Isit agreed?

It isagreed.

Would &l those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motionis carried.

The honourable Minister of Transportation and Infrastructure Renewd.
RESOLUTION NO. 1902

HON.WILLIAM ESTABROOKS: Mr. Speaker, | hereby givenoticethat onafuture
day | shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Nicole McDonald of Haliburton Hills, Stillwater Lake, and Holly Van
Barneveld and Matt Fey, who are both from Chester, enjoyed a busy summer working at
Nicky’sIce Treats located in St. Margaret’ s Centre in Upper Tantallon; and

Whereas these three teenagers came together as a results of the efforts of Nicole's
Mother, Mariette, to provide employment skillstraining for school-age youth with physical
disabilities; and

Whereas the goal of these three students was to make money and have alittle fun;

Therefore be it resolved tha the Nova Scotia L egislature congratul ate all involved
with Nicky’slce Treatsthis past summer with best wishesto Nicole McDonald, Holly Van
Barneveld, and Matt Fay in their future endeavors.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.

Isit agreed?

Itisagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable L eader of the Officia Opposition.
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RESOLUTION NO. 1903

HON. STEPHEN MCNEIL: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day
| shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Audrey Barteaux of Moschelle proved excellence in sports can happen at
any age as she captured the silver medal at the 55 Plus Canada Senior Games held recently
in Brockville, Ontario; and

Whereas Audrey and 64 other Nova Scotianstravelled to Ontario to compete inthe
biannual games designed to promote well-being amongst seniors; and

Whereas the 55 Plus Games served to bring together amateur competitors who
participate for the sheer joy of competition, the opportunity to tour Canada and the social
interaction;

Thereforebeit resolved that membersof the House of Assembly congratulate Audrey
on her accomplishments and wish her continued success in future competitions.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.
MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.
Isit agreed?
Itisagreed.
Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.
The honourable member for Inverness.
RESOLUTION NO. 1904

MR.ALLAN MACMASTER: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give noticethat on afuture day
| shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas November 4" to November 11" is set aside as Molson Canadian Nova
Scotia Music Week; and

Whereas over 80 homegrown actswill preform on 11 stagesin Y armouth, making
the lineup for this year’ s Nova Scotia Music Week the biggest and most diverse the annual
festival and conference has ever held; and
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Whereas talented Nova Scotian musicians are one of the things that make our
province rich and unique culturaly;

Therefore be it resolved that the members of this House of Assembly congratulate
Music Nova Scotia for organizing one of Nova Scotia's premier festivals and thank all the
talented musicians for carrying on our province's proud musical legacy.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.

Isit agreed?

It isagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable Minister of Service Nova Scotiaand Municipa Relations.

RESOLUTION NO. 1905

HON. RAMONA JENNEX: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on afuture day
| shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Brigadoon, a year-round facility for residential camps for children and
youth living with a chronic illness, marked the official start of the building Brigadoon
Capital Campaign in May 2008 to rai se the funds to make Brigadoon’ s dream areality; and

Whereas a Brigadoonit is believed it takes a village to build a village, the Capital
Campaign Cabinet members - Roger Sinclair, Ruby Blois, Todd Bethune, Colin Michagel
MacDonald, Joanne Hames, Wally Jarvis and the unstoppable David McK eage - worked
with passion and dedication on behalf of children to raise the necessary funds to make
Brigadoon areality; and

Whereas through the generosity of individuals, corporations, and community
organi zations, Brigadoon cel ebrated the completion of its Capital Campaign on November
3, 2010, by raising $7.5 million;

Thereforebeit resolved that the members of this House congratul ate Brigadoon and
itsmany supportersfor creating aplace where children with illness can be just children, and
wish them every success as the programs begin this coming Spring.
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Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.
MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.
Isit agreed?
Itisagreed.
Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.
[2:30 p.m.]
The honourable member for Richmond.
RESOLUTION NO. 1906

HON. MICHEL SAMSON: M. le president, a une date ultérieur je demanderai
I” adoption de la resolution suivante:

Attendu que la Médaille de la lieutenante-gouverneure est présentée chaque année
aun éléeve delaonziéme année; et

Attendu quelaMédaille est présentée aux éléeves qui obtiennent un rendement élevé
tout en faisant preuve de |eadership dans leur école et leur communauté; et

Attendu que Logan Landry, éléve de onzieme année a |’ Ecole Beauport, arecu la
Médaillede lalieutenante-gouverneure, remise par Son Honneur Mayann Francis, le4 juin
2010 lors d'une cérémonie al’ Ecole secondaire de Clare;

Par consequent, il est résolu que les membres de la Chambre d’ assembl ée félicitent
L ogan Landry pour avoir reculaM édaille delalieutenante-gouverneure et | ui souhaitent un
grand succes dans ses projets d' études et de leadership.

Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on afuture day | shall move the adoption of
the following resolution:

Whereasthe Lieutenant Governor’ sMedal ispresented yearly to aGrade 11 student;
and

Whereas the medal is presented to students who achieve high academic standards
while being leaders in their schooling community; and
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Whereas L ogan Landry, a Grade 11 student at Ecole Beauport, was presented with
the Lieutenant Governor’sMedal by Her Honour, Mayann Francis on June 4, 2010, during
aceremony at Ecole secondaire de Clare;

Therefore be it resolved that the members of the House of Assembly congratul ate
Logan Landry on receiving the Lieutenant Governor's Medal and wish him continued
success in his academic and leadership pursuits.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waver.

Isit agreed?

Itisagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motionis carried.

The honourable member for Cape Breton West.

RESOLUTION NO. 1907

MR. ALFIE MACLEOD: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Steve Whitall, Rob Whitall and Josh Whitall are brothers from Eskasoni,
Cape Breton who enjoy and excel in the sport of kickboxing; and

Whereas the Whitall brothers have trained for many years under the watchful eyes
of coaches Gilbert Maclntyreand Danid MacDougall and achieved great accomplishments;
and

Whereas Steve Whitall holds the Atlantic Canadian Super Heavyweight title, Rob
Whitall holdsthe Atlantic Canadian Welterwei ght championtitle, and Josh Whitall holdsthe
Atlantic Canadian Cruiserweight champion title;

Thereforebeit resolved that all members of thisHouse congratul ate and compliment
the Whitall brothers on their unusual achievement of gaining three Atlantic Canadian
Championshipsin the sport of kickboxing.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.
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MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waver.
Isit agreed?
Itisagreed.
Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.
The honourable Minister of Community Services.
RESOLUTION NO. 1908

HON. DENISE PETERSON-RAFUSE: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give noticethat on a
future day | shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas this summer, Mrs. Viola Hiltz of Chester was a recipient of ATV’s
Maritimer of the Week Award; and

Whereas many friends and swimming students past and present gathered at the
Chester Lido Pool to witness Mrs. Hiltz receive this award from the Warden of the
Municipality of Chester, Mr. Allen Webber; and

Whereas Mrs. Hiltz has dedicated most of her life to volunteer work in the
community, primarily with children, from teaching Sunday school to running the swim
program at the lido poal for, in her words, “so many years she has log count”;

Therefore be it resolved that the House of Assembly congratulate Mrs. ViolaHiltz
for being arecipient of the Maritimer of the Week, and aso for her dedication to the youth
of her community.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waver.

Isit agreed?

Itisagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.
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The honourable member for Halifax Clayton Park.
RESOLUTION NO. 1909

MS. DIANA WHALEN: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas for over 10 years Sister Yvonne Pothier has been the coordinator of the
Refugee Sponsorship Program in the Catholic Archdiocese of Halifax and has assisted in
more than 100 private sponsorshipsin the Maritimes; and

Whereas Sister Pothier has visited Sudan and seen first-hand the need to help
refugees find a safe, secure country in which to build their lives; and

Whereas Sister Pothier has been honoured with both the Sistersof Charity Elizabeth
Ann Seton Award and the ISIS Individud Award for her outstanding service to immigrants
and her efforts to increase private sponsorship in Nova Scotig;

Thereforebe it resolved that the members of the House thank Sister Pothier for her
selflesswork on behalf of refugeesand congratul ate her on receiving both of theseimportant
awardsin 2010.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waver.

Isit agreed?

Itisagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

Themotionis carried.

The honourable L eader in the House of the Progressive Conservative Party.

RESOLUTION NO. 1910

HON. CHRISTOPHER D’ENTREMONT: Mr. Speaker, | hereby givenaticethat on
afuture day | shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Doctors Nova Scotia annually honours physicians who make exemplary
contributions to the medical field and in their communities, including honouring a Rural
Physician of the Year; and
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WhereasDr. Lionel d Entremont of Saulniervillereceived the Rural Physician of the
Year Award for his commitment to the community, often making house calls, visiting
nursing home patients, and going above and beyond the call of duty; and

WhereasDr. d’ Entremont actsasmedical director of the Clare Health Centreand has
served his community since the 1970s, when he first opened a family practice;

Thereforebe it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly recognizethe
many contributions our rural physicians make in our communities and especially
acknowledgethework carried out by Dr. Lionel d’ Entremont, hetruly deservesto be named
Rural Physician of the Y ear.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waver.

Isit agreed?

It isagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motionis carried.

The honourable Minister of Agriculture.

RESOLUTION NO. 1911

HON. JOHN MACDONELL: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give noticethat on afuture day
| shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas music is a universal language that speaksto al people; and

Whereasthe Order of Nova Scotiaisthe highest public honour that can be bestowed
by the province; and

Whereason December 1, 2010, J. Chalmers Doane of Maitland will beinvested into
the Order of Nova Scotia for his contributions to teaching music;

Thereforebeit resolved that thisHouse of A ssembly congratulateJ. ChalmersDoane
on hisaward and wish himwell in his ongoing mission to teach music to Nova Scotians.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.
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MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waver.

Isit agreed?

Itisagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

Themotionis carried.

The honourable member for Halifax Atlantic on an introduction.

MS. MICHELE RAYMOND: Mr. Speaker, with your permission | would like to
draw the attention of the House to Mrs. Maureen Reynolds, who isaconstituent visiting the
House after many years of crusading tirelessly with passionate atention and great personal
sacrifice to the cause of controlling cosmetic pesticides in Nova Scotia. So if the House
would please give Mrs. Reynolds a very warm welcome. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth East.

RESOLUTION NO. 1912

MR. ANDREW Y OUNGER: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on afutureday
| shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas November 11" marks Remembrance Day in Canada and isaday to reflect
and pay tribute to the sacrifices of the men and women who have served, and continue to
serve, in the Canadian Forces; and

Whereasin honour of our local veterans, theMain Street Dartmouth & AreaBusiness
Improvement District is hosting an event in honour of veterans, complete with a veterans
parade, marching band, a World War 1l re-enactment troop, performances of dances from
the 1940s, and a photo exhibit; and

Whereas this event will take place Saturday, November 6", in East Dartmouth;

Therefore be it resolved that members of the House of Assembly join me in
recognizing the work of the Main Street Business Improvement District and their initiative
to show support for Canada’ s veterans.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.
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Isit agreed?
It isagreed.
Would &l those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.
The honourable member for Colchester North.
RESOLUTION NO. 1913

HON. KAREN CASEY : Mr. Speaker, | hereby givenoticethat onafutureday | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Nova Scotia’ s civil servants are committed to working to provide the best
quality of service to families, to businesses, and to communities across the province; and

Whereas each year the Nova Scotia Public Service Commission says thank you to
its long-serving members through the Long Service Award Program; and

Whereas Alan Howard Fredeen from Valley, Colchester North, was recognized for
his 25 years of service with the Department of Agriculture;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratul ate
Alan Fredeen for hisserviceto the Government of Nova Scotiaover thelast quarter century.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waver.

Isit agreed?

Itisagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.

The honourable member for Queens.
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RESOLUTION NO. 1914

MS. VICKI CONRAD: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give noticethat on afutureday | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas the Junior Firefighters of the Liverpool Fire Department play such an
important role throughout the year in their community; and

Whereasduring the Fall of 2010 the Junior Firefighters noted that the V eterans Park
in Liverpool was littered and overgrown; and

Whereas, dongwithcleaning uplitter ingraveyardsand parksthroughout Liverpool,
the Junior Firefighters completed the Veterans Park litter and overgrowth cleanup;

Thereforebe it resolved that the House of Assembly recognize and thank the Junior
Firefightersof the Liverpool Fire Department for taking on the cleanup of the V eterans Park.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.
MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.
Isit agreed?
It isagreed.
Would &l those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.
The honourable member for Bedford-Birch Cove.
RESOLUTION NO. 1915

MS. KELLY REGAN: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give noticethat on afuture day | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas on Saturday, October 16, 2010, the Nocturne: Art a Night fedival
transformed Halifax’ s greets, galleries and public venuesinto a stage that showcased local
talent and allowed the public to enjoy the visual arts free of charge; and

Whereasover 200 students and teachersfrom Bedford’ sCP Allen High School used
their collective tdentsin music, film, set design, creative lighting and movement to create
astirring fusion of visual art; and
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Whereasthe students and teachers used this opportunity to present an original show
that depicts a major event in our province's history - 904 tells the story of the moments
before, during and after the Halifax Explosion;

Thereforebeit resol ved that the membersof thisHouse congratul ate the studentsand
teachersat CPA for being theonly high school to participatein Nocturne and commend them
for keeping our history alive and educating us through the arts.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waver.

Isit agreed?

Itisagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable member for Victoria-The Lakes.

RESOLUTION NO. 1916

MR. KEITH BAIN: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day | shdl
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas more and more Nova Scotia youth are involved in leadership roles across
our community; and

WhereasDr. Leah Genge of Baddeck, and now aresdent physician at the University
of Calgary, was one of 20 young Nova Scotialeaders from the ages of 20 to 35 to have been
selected to attend the 21inc Emerging Leaders Summit on November 21% to 24" in St.
Andrews, New Brunswick; and

Whereas the 21inc Emerging Leaders Summit is a new and inspiring leadership
experience which accelerates the podtive impact of Atlantic Canada’s emerging leaders
committed to help shape our nation’s future;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratulate
Leah, aswell asthe other leaders representing Nova Scotia, and wish themwell in all their
future endeavours.
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Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.

Isit agreed?

Itisagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.

The honourable Government House L eader.

HON. FRANK CORBETT: Mr. Speaker, with the consent of the House, could we
revert to the order of business, Statements by Ministers.

MR. SPEAKER: There isarequest to revert back inthe order paper to Statements
by Ministers.

Isit agreed?

It isagreed.

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Health.

HON. MAUREEN MACDONALD: Mr. Speaker, | want to thank the members of
the House for agreeing to revert back to this part of our agenda. Nova Scotia joined other
provincesand territories acrossthiscountry to proclaim November 1% to 5" Canadian Patient
Safety Week. According to the Canadian Patient Safety Institute, there are between 9,000
and 24,000 Canadians who die each year as aresult of preventable adverse effects.

Thegoal of Canadian Patient Safety Week isto increase awareness of patient saf ety
issuesand shareinformation about best practicesin patient safety at anational, regional and
local level. The percentage of hospitalized patientswho experience medical error in Canada
Is estimated to be in the range from 7.5 per cent to morethan 10 per cent. Thisis according
to the Baker/Norton Canadian Adverse Events Study. Nearly half of these incidents are
preventable.

Mr. Speaker, we need to do better. We need to take every step we canto deliver high
quality servicesthat are provided safely, that iswhy we are acting on our commitment in the
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March Speech from the Throne to establish anew quality initiative to promote and improve
patient safety and health service quality acrossthe province.

[2:45 p.m.]

A health system that puts quality and patient safety first is better managed, a better
draw for health care providers and will provide better care for Nova Scotians. We're
delivering on our commitment during Nova Scotia’ s Patient Safety Week. The Quality and
Patient Saf ety Committeewill have two purposes - to provide advice and recommendations;
and to bring stakeholders together to promote and inform a provincially coordinated,
innovative, and patient safety approach.

The committee will bring provincial perspective and provide strategic direction; it
will facilitate capacity building and expertise; it will decide the research agenda and
commission research; it will facilitate and support education on quality and patient safety;
and it will support DHAs and other service ddivery partners in their ongoing effort to
improve the safety and quality of care. Mr. Speaker, the committee will work to improve
health system transparency and accountability with one of its early assignments - the
development of areporting framework for the public, including performanceagainst national
standards.

The advisory committeeis afirst step, and | am pleased to announce that Dr. Pat
Crosskerry has accepted my request to be thefirst chair of the committee. The province has
been privileged to work with Dr. Crosskerry on patient safety for many years - to some he
isknown as “Dr. Quality” or “Dr. Safety.” Heisanational and international leader in this
field.

He started the Canadian Healthcare Saf ety Symposium called the Halifax Series a
decade ago in this city. The symposium has traveled across the country and came back to
Halifax thisFall - it is Canada’ s flagship event in health care safety. Dr. Crosskerry pushed
to have patient safety included in the curriculum of Dalhousie Medical School, and it was
thefirst school in Canadato do this. Nova Scotiaand Halifax are on the map in patient saf ety
largely due to the work of Dr. Crosskerry. He has been akey player in helping us develop
the quality and patient safety initiative in Nova Scotia.

As we take this important next step to establish the committee, it makes so much
sensefor Dr. Crosskerry to takethelead. I’ m very pleased that Dr. Crosskerry hasjoined us
today in our gallery and | ask members to welcome him. (Applause)

Mr. Speaker, asyou know, Dr. Rossrecently delivered hisreport to government on
emergency care in Nova Scotia, and a focus of his recommendations was on emergency
room standards. No standards for emergency care exist anywhere in Canada. This
government will be addressing thisrecommendation and I’ d like Nova Scotiato be the first



THUR., NOV. 4, 2010 ASSEMBLY DEBATES 3005

province in Canada to have these standards, giving Nova Scotians assurances of reliable
emergency carein al regions.

I’m involved in conversations about improving health care every day, but nothing
underscores the importance of improving quality and patient safety like hearing how a
patient suffered dueto an error, amedical mistake - an Ontario patient had thewrong kidney
removed; serious patient care and medication mistakes in a Saskatchewan children’s
hospital. The outcome can be an annoying slip-up to a prolonged hospital stay to disability,
or even to death.

| believe we can improve the quality and safety of health care through the new
Quality and Patient Safety Committee we're establishing, through the minute-by-minute
excellence of professionalsworking in our health care system and through the commitment
from government to make health care better for families in every region. Thank you, Mr.
Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, minigter.
The honourable member for Halifax - Clayton Park.

MS. DIANA WHALEN: Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to rise today to speak on behalf
of the Liberal caucus on this ministerial statement today, on Qudity and Patient Safety
Week. Thereisno question that we must all dedicate ourselvestoward greater patient safety.
Some of the figures mentioned by the minister aretruly astounding nationally and are great
cause for alarm for all of us, with 9,000 to 24,000 Canadians dying annually as a result of
an adverse effect. Again, the word is preventable adverse effect.

At the same time the minister mentioned that between 7.5 per cent and 10 per cent
of hospitalized patients will suffer an adverse effect aswell, half of which are preventable.
Clearly, Mr. Speaker, the cost is great in persona suffering and in many other ways. | am
very glad to seethat we are taking some steps this year to make note of Quality and Patient
Safety Week to actually create that week and put the attention toward patient safety. Thisis
something that although we're going to recognize it this week, we're certainly saying that
52 weeks ayear, every day of the year, we need to focus on greater safety for patients and
fewer adverse reactions and effects that are preventable.

Mr. Speaker, the addition of a Quality and Safety Patient Committee is something
else that the Liberal caucus also welcomes. We're very pleased to see the minister move
forwardwith that but we want to make surethat that committee will havethe necessary tools
and resources to implement any recommendations that come forward.

WEe' recertainly awarethat you haveawonderful personidentifiedasthechair of that
committee. We want to thank and show our appreciation aswell to Dr. Pat Crosskerry for
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agreeing to chair this first committee. His reputation as a dedicated physician, with atrue
vision for patient quality and safety, will serve our province well.

| was very pleased to notethat he has actually put Halifax on the map inthisissue,
by creating the Halifax series - the Symposium on Patient Safety - and by introducing a
course at Dalhousie, making us a leader in that as well. | think that bodes well for the
outcome of this committee and the work that it will do.

| would be remissif | didn’t mention avery important element to patient safety and
| think thisisagood opportunity to raise the issue of aproject that has been going oninthis
provincefor many years and a project that would significantly enhance patient safety. That
project is the electronic health record. | know that successive governments have spoken
about it nationally and provincially and we know how important it would be. We need a
record that can be shared amongst all the appropriate health care professionalsso that split-
second decisions can be made with the most up-to-date patient information available. We
would see a lot fewer adverse drug reactions or incorrect treatment if people were better
aware of allergies and medical history and other conditions that a patient had. It is very
difficult to make those decisions without proper information.

Life and death decisions are even more difficult when we don’t have the adequate
medi cation and treatment histories. With an el ectronic health record, it would go along way
to ensuring that we had addressed some of the adverse reactions that we' ve talked about
today, in terms of that large number that are costing us not only financially but in terms of
human life and suffering. So we hope that through thisinitiative of creating the Quality and
Patient Safety Committee, we'll see alot of improvement and we hope that we'll see some
advanceson the other elementsthat are going to hel p strengthen our hospitalsand the safety
of our patients in those hospitals.

| also think it’ simportant that we look at the staffing in the hospitalsand | think it’s
a good time to mention that the training of nurses has been directly correlated. When a
number of yearsago across Canadawent from 2 yearsto 4 yearsontraining for nurses, there
is now direct correlation and evidence that there are fewer adverse effects and fewer
mistakes made when patients are being looked after by registered nurses. | know that we
have atrend to change the mix alittle bit in hospitals and | think we need to measure and
follow that. | mention that, Mr. Speaker, because | know that the minister looksfor evidence-
based results and changesin the system.

Withthat, the Liberal caucus certainly looksforwardto thework that will comefrom
this committee and we will certainly be hoping to see action and power for that committee
to actually have the ear of Government, thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Leader in the House of the Progressive
Conservative Party.
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HON. CHRISTOPHER D’ENTREMONT: Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to stand
today and say afew words about the remarks that the minister has brought forward. I'd like
to first extend a special congratulations to Dr. Crosskerry on this appointment. As we've
heard, he has an excellent reputation and is considered a national leader in the field of
quality patient care. | respect hiscommitment to our province and look forward to reviewing
hiswork around quality and patient safety in Nova Scotia.

| agreethat preventabl e adverse eventsare far too high withinour health care system
and I’'m pleased to see the government address thisissue by first appointing a very capable
chairperson. Nova Scotians expect and deserve high quality health care and need to have
peace of mind that human error is not the reason for any prolonged health issue when they
enter a health care facility in Nova Scotia.

| do have some concerns about the announcement today though. The minister hasnot
spoken of how the committee will be composed. As I've said, we have a very capable
chairperson but more details are required on how the committee will be composed. For
example, how many members will make up the committee, which sectors will be
represented, how often will they meet and review and at what intervals will the DHA’s
practices be reviewed? These are | egitimate questions, questions that concern public safety
and the quality of health care. | know, for example, that if | werethe minister, | would want
to make sure that all these facets of this committee are appropriately revealed and
communicated.

Another question | haveis, who will the committee report to? Thisisvery important
becausethe minister hasmentioned in her statement that thisisreally about transparency and
about accountability. | also believe the committee s work needs to be reported to the
L egislatureand hopefully we can come to some agreement on an agenda. In the Legislature
werepresent Nova Scotiansand their concernsand for the sake of transparency, thesereports
must be made public by tabling in the Legislature so that all Nova Scotians can have alook
and access to the good work of Dr. Crosskerry and his team. More importantly, it provides
good faith and accountability in our health care system.

In conclusion, in our health care system, the patient needs to be first. Thank you for
the opportunity to speak inreply to the minister’s statement and | wish Dr. Crosskerry and
his committee all the best and look forward to reviewing their work.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you and thank you to all the members who have spoken on
thisministerial statement and we'll now go back to the Notices of Motion.

NOTICES OF MOTION

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Antigonish.
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RESOLUTION NO. 1917

MR. MAURICE SMITH: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on afuture day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereasthe NDP Government iscommitted to providing accessto safe and modern
facilities where people can be active and stay healthy; and

Whereas the Tracadie United Baptist Church, which serves Antigonish and
Guysborough Counties recently celebrated its 188™ Anniversary; and

Whereas the Tracadie United Baptist Church has applied for and received funding
from the Department of Health Promotion and Protection under the Recreation Facility
Devel opment Program in the amount of $10,000 for renovating the community centre at the
church;

Therefore be it resolved that the members of the House congratulate the Tracadie
Baptist United Church on its 188™ Anniversary and for receiving thisfunding to ensure that
the church and community centre continue to be a place for the community to gather.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.

Isit agreed?

It isagreed.

Would al those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

Themotionis carried.

The honourable member for Preston.

RESOLUTION NO. 1918

HON. KEITH COLWELL: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on afuture day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Reverend Alfreda Smith has been a member of the North Preston Senior
Citizens Club since the 1980s and a program planner for the past 10 years and hasorganized
many events for the seniors and for the community of North Preston; and
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Whereas Reverend Smith has held the same office of Program Planner with the
Ladies Auxiliary of North Preston and the Women’'s Missionary Society, as well as Choir
Director for three different choirs; and

Whereas Reverend Smith taught Sunday School in North Preston for 53 years and
in 2004 felt ahigher calling and started studying for the ministry and became afull-fledged
Baptist minister;

Therefore be it resolved that the members of this House join me in recognizing
Reverend Alfreda Smith’ s significant contribution to her community and wish her well in
her future.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.
[3:00 p.m/]
MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.
Isit agreed?
Itisagreed.
Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motionis carried.
The honourable member for Hants West.
RESOLUTION NO. 1919

MR. CHUCK PORTER: Mr. Speaker, | hereby givenaoticethat onafutureday | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereasthe Minister of Health hasrefused arequest from citizensin western Nova
Scotiafor the purchase of adigital unit for the Western Region breast screening mobile unit;
and

Whereas the unit would greatly enhance the early detection of breast cancer for
residents of Berwick, Hantsport, Greenwood, New Ross, Windsor, Wolfville, Caledonia,
Chester, Liverpool, Lunenburg and New Germany; and

Whereas on October 22™ in aletter to myself, the Minister of Health suggested that
therewas no need for aWestern Region breast screening mobile unit, saying that one digital
mobile unit could serve the province well;
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Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly remind the
Minister of Health how important access to breast screening isto saving the lives of Nova
Scotian women and urge her to purchase a digital unit for the Western Region breast
screening mobile unit.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.

Isit agreed?

| hear severa Noes.

The notice is tabled.

The honourable member for Cumberland North.

RESOLUTION NO. 1920

MR. BRIAN SKABAR: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give noticethat onafutureday | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Janalyn Smith, General Manager at the Amherst Super 8 Hotel, has been
recognized to have met or surpassed a number of measurements of property success
including quality assurance, employee satisfaction, guest satisfaction, market penetration,
and financial profitability; and

Whereasasaresult of her hard work and dedication to her profession, Janalyn Smith
wasrecently awarded General Manager of the Y ear by the Super 8 chain of hotels, an honour
shared with only one other recipient worldwide; and

Whereas Janalyn Smith travelled to Las Vegas to receive this award from John
Valletta, President of Super 8 Worldwide Inc.;

Thereforebeit resolvedthat thisHouse congratul ate Janalyn Smith on being awarded
General Manager of the Year by the Super 8 chain of hotels.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.
MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.
Isit agreed?

Itisagreed.



THUR., NOV. 4, 2010 ASSEMBLY DEBATES 3011

Would &l those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.
The honourable member for Digby-Annapalis.

RESOLUTION NO. 1921

MR.HAROLD THERIAULT: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give noticethat on afutureday
| shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Clyde Baltzer retired this past summer from the position of executive
director of the Digby Area Learning Association (DALA) after six years; and

WhereasMr. Baltzer began histeaching career at age 21 and worked in Bear River,
Central Kings, CFB Cornwallis, and Annapolis Roya Regiona Academy; and

WhereasMr. Baltzer has taught everything you can imagine from Grade 2 to Grade

Therefore be it resolved that the members of the House of Assembly join me in
recognizing the special contribution to education that Clyde Baltzer has made in his many
yearsof teaching and asthe executivedirector of DALA, and wishhimwell in hisretirement
years ahead;

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.

Isit agreed?

Itisagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

Themotionis carried.

The honourable member for Inverness.

RESOLUTION NO. 1922

MR.ALLAN MACMASTER: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give noticethat on afuture day
| shall move the adoption of the following resolution:
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WhereasFloanna Chisholm of InvernesswaspresentedwithaL ifetime Achievement
Award by the College of Licensed Practical Nurses; and

Whereas Floanna has been using her leadership, energy, compassion and positive
attitude to care for the people of Inverness County for over 47 years; and

Whereas Floanna's dedication saw her return to the Inverness Consolidated
Memorial Hospital from retirement because the hospital needed her expertise;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly acknowledge
Floanna's commitment to her profession and congratulate her for receiving the Lifetime
Achievement Award.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.

Isit agreed?

Itisagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motionis carried.

The honourable member for Queens.

RESOLUTION NO. 1923

MS. VICKI CONRAD: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give noticethat on afutureday | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereasthe NDP Government kept Nova Scotians working during the recession by
delivering the second-largest highway capital budget in the province' s history; and

Whereas this investment included roads and bridgesin al regions of the province;
and

Whereasthe Department of Transportation and | nfrastructure Renewal estimatesthat
atypica $2 million highway repaving project creates 60 jobs, $200,000 in business for the
local trucking industry, and $400,000 in subcontracts to other Nova Scotia companies;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House thank the men and women
building our roads and bridges across Nova Scotia for their hard work as our government
continues to create jobs and grow the economy.
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Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.
MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waver.
Isit agreed?
| hear severd Noes.
The notice is tabled.
The honourable member for Y armouth.
RESOLUTION NO. 1924

MR. ZACH CHURCHILL: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on afuture day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Jacob Sweeney, al13-year-oldstudent at M aple Grove Education Centreand
a member of the Yarmouth Chris Scott Construction Peewee AAA Gateways pitched a
shutout in the semifinal round of the Nova Scotia Triple-A Championships; and

Whereas Jacob Sweeney was hamed that tournament’s Most Valuable Player; and

Whereas Jacob Sweeney has since been named Baseball Nova Scotia's Minor
Baseball Player of the Year;

Thereforebeit resolved that the members of this House congratul ate Jacob Sweeney
on this achievement and recognize his impressive contribution to the rich history and
tradition of sport in Y armouth and the Province of Nova Scotia.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waver.

Isit agreed?

Itisagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable member for Cape Breton West.
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RESOLUTION NO. 1925

MR. ALFIE MACLEOD: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas last night 300 people gathered in the gymnasium of Holy Angels High
School in Sydney to show support for the 125-year-old institution and talk about their
options for saving the unique school; and

Whereas in addition to the overwhelming sentiment in the community, the Cape
Breton-Victoria Regional School Board and the entire Cape Breton Regional Council have
thrown their support behind the effort to keep Holy Angels open; and

Whereas only one group - this NDP Government - has turned their back on the
students, teachers, and time-honoured traditions of Holy Angels;

Thereforebe it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly urge the NDP
Government to do theright thing and preserve an important Cape Breton Institution and act
quickly to save Holy Angels High School.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.

Isit agreed?

| hear severd Noes.

The noticeis tabled.

The honourable member for Glace Bay.

RESOLUTION NO. 1926

MR. GEOFF MACLELLAN: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on afuture day
| shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereasthe Undercurrent Y outh Centrein Glace Bay will provide our community’s
youth with a safe environment free from drugs, alcohol, bullying, and negative influences,
and

Whereasthefacility offersoptionsfor sports, recreation, and artsand cul tureand will
include a gymnasium with top-notch equipment and infrastructure, a games room, and a
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music venue of high acoustic quality that will enhance the development of musicians in
Glace Bay; and

Whereas a group of committed and empowered volunteers identified a need in our
community and provided vision and leadership in transforming a Glace Bay landmark, the
Epworth United Church, into a commendable community centre;

Therefore be it resolved that members of this House congraulate the project
champion, Dave Sawlor, and the volunteers who have created aremarkabl e opportunity for
young people and wish them continued success in protecting the future of our proud town.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.

Isit agreed?

Itisagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motionis carried.

The honourable Leader in the House of the Progressive Conservative Party.

RESOLUTION NO. 1927

HON. CHRISTOPHER D’ENTREMONT: Mr. Speaker, | hereby givenoticethat on
afuture day | shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas volunteer fire departments in rural Nova Scotia are often first responders
tothe scenesof car accidentsand are called upon to extract victimstrapped in avehicle after
a highway crash; and

Whereas recently, at a competition in New Brunswick, five members of the Eel
Brook and Districts Volunteer Fire Department came in third among 13 other departments
in the Jaws of Life Tournament; and

WhereasEel Brook and DistrictsV olunteer Fire Department wasthe only Y armouth
County fire department in the tournament and it was the second draight year that the Eel
Brook team placed third - the only team to make the top three this year and last;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly join me in
congratul ating thefivefirefightersof the Eel Brook and DistrictsV olunteer Fire Department:
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Curtis Muise, Jason Saulnier, Dana Baker, Jonathan Leblanc and David Gorst on their
successful competition and thank them for their dedicated service, caring and
professionalism in responding to the call of victimsin life-threatening situations.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.
MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waver.
Isit agreed?
It isagreed.
Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.
The honourable member for Kings West.
RESOLUTION NO. 1928

MR. LEO GLAVINE: Mr. Speaker, | hereby givenotice that on afutureday | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Special Olympicsis a non-profit organization dedicated to enriching the
lives of individuals with an intellectual disability through sport; and

Whereasthe confidence and camaraderi etheseathl etesdevel op creates opportunities
to enrich their lives through friendly competition and team building; and

Whereas Susan Weaver participatesin multiple sportsthroughout theyear, including
track and field in the summer and curling in the winter;

Thereforebeit resolved that members of the House of Assembly congratul ate Susan
Weaver for being named Kings County Female Special Olympics Athlete of the Y ear for
2010 and recognize the contributions she has made to fundraising and raising awareness for
Specia Olympics.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.

Isit agreed?

It isagreed.
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Would al those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motionis carried.
The honourable member for Colchester North.

RESOLUTION NO. 1929

HON. KAREN CASEY : Mr. Speaker, | hereby givenoticethat onafutureday | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Robert Layton, alifelong resident of Great Village, Colchester North, has
always given of histime and effort to support community events; and

Whereas Robert has been a volunteer firefighter with the Great Village and District
Fire Brigade for the past 65 years and continues to respond to all calls; and

WhereasRobertisthought to bethelongest-serving activefirefighter in NovaScotia;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly congratulate
Robert Layton for his many years of community service and for his dedication and
endurance as a volunteer firefighter.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been a request for waiver.

Isit agreed?

It isagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

The honourable member for Richmond.

RESOLUTION NO. 1930

HON. MICHEL SAMSON: Monsieur le Président, a une date ultérieure, je
demanderai |’ adoption de la résol ution suviante:

Attendu que laMédaille de la lieutenante-gouverneure est présentée chaque année
aune éleve de la onziéme année; et
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Attendu que la Médaille est présentée aux éléves qui obtienne un rendement élevé
tout en faisant preuve de leadership dans leur école et leur communauté; et

Attendu que Janelle Boudreau, ééve de onziéme année a1’ Ecole Beauport, a regu
laMédaille de la lieutenante-gouverneure, remise par Son Honneur Mayann Francis, le 4
juin 2010 lors d’ une cérémonie a1’ Ecole secondaire de Clare

Par conséquent, il est résolu que les membres de laChambre d’ assembl ée félicitent
JanelleBoudreau pour avoir reculaMédaille delalieutenante-gouverneure et lui souhaitent
un grand succes dans ses projets d’ études et de |eadership.

Monsieur le Président, je demande |’ adoption de cette résol ution sans préavis et sans
débat.

Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on afuture day | shall move the adoption of
the following resolution:

Whereasthe Lieutenant Governor’ sMedal ispresented yearly to aGrade 11 student;
and

Whereas the medal is presented to students who achieve high academic standards
while being leadersin their school and community; and

Whereas Janelle Boudreau, a Grade 11 student at |’ Ecole Beauport was presented
with the Lieutenant Governor’s Medal by Her Honour Mayann Francis on June 4, 2010
during a ceremony at |’ Ecole secondaire de Clare;

Therefore be it resolved that the members of the House of Assembly congratul ate
Janelle Boudreau on receiving the Lieutenant Governor’s medal and wish her continued
success in her academic and leadership pursuits.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.

Isit agreed?

It isagreed.

Would &l those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.
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The honourable member for Victoria-The Lakes.
RESOLUTION NO. 1931

MR. KEITH BAIN: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on a future day | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereasthe Home Match project waslaunched thisyear by Cape Breton University
on behalf of the region’s multi-agency Affordable Housing Renovations Partnership; and

WhereasHome Match aimsto givemore CBRM residentsaccessto decent housing -
abasic human right; and

Whereas Cape Breton University and the Affordable Housing Renovations
Partnership acknowledge the operating-funding support of the Government of Canada's
Homel essness Partnership Strategy;

Therefore be it resolved that all members of this House of Assembly applaud the
efforts of Cape Breton University in launching Home Match, to link organizations in the
CBRM working with people who lack safe, stable, or assisted housing.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

[3:15p.m.]

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.

Isit agreed?

Itisagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

Themotionis carried.

The honourable member for Bedford-Birch Cove.

RESOLUTION NO. 1932

MS. KELLY REGAN: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give noticethat on afuture day | shall
move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas recent flooding in Pakistan created an ongoing humanitarian crisis which
left 1,750 dead, six million homeless and millions more in need of daily assistance; and
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Whereas11-year-old Basinview School student Behraam Rajaof Bedford committed
toraise $5,000 to help children in Pakistan | eft parentless and homel ess by the flooding; and

Whereas Behraam's dedication saw him eclipse his goa - he raised a total of
$10,000, which was then matched by the federal government and will be used by UNICEF
to assist children affected by the floods in Pakistan,;

Therefore be it resolved that the members of this House congratul ate Behraam for
doubling his fundraising goal, and commend his admirable humanitarian efforts;

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.
MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waiver.
Isit agreed?
It isagreed.
Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.
The honourable member for Dartmouth East.
RESOLUTION NO. 1933

MR. ANDREW Y OUNGER: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on afuture day
| shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Tattletal€ s bookstore in Dartmouth has served the M aritimes since 1995;
and

Whereas Tattletal es, and especidly co-owner Anne Whebby, has been a long-time
supporter of children’ seducation and literacy devel opment through the Partnersin Education
Program, penny campaign, and promotionsthat put bookson school shelvesand inthehands
of young readers; and

Whereas Tattletales will host an event on Saturday, November 6", expanding its
community support to includethe“Women United for Community” campaign by the United
Way of Halifax;

Therefore be it resolved that members of the House of Assembly recognize the
contributions of Tattletdes to our community and for its ongoing support to local schools
and young readers.
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Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.
MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waver.
Isit agreed?
Itisagreed.
Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
The motion is carried.
The honourable member for Y armouth.
RESOLUTION NO. 1934

MR. ZACH CHURCHILL: Mr. Speaker, | hereby give notice that on afuture day |
shall move the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereas Bryden Hutt, a Grade 2 student at Meadowfields Community School in
Y armouth, has a rare immune deficiency known as Ommen’ s syndrome; and

Whereas Bryden Hutt himself was once a recipient of a wish from the Children’s
Wish Foundation; and

Whereason Saturday, October 16", Bryden Hutt was aparticipant in the Children’s
Wish Foundation's Annual Wish Foundation Walk for Wishes and raised $5,000 for the
Children’s Wish Foundation;

Therefore be it resolved that the members of this House of Assembly congratulate
Bryden Hutt on this ingpirational accomplishment, recognize his contribution to the
Children’s Wish Foundation, and wish him continued successin al that he aspires to.

Mr. Speaker, | request waiver of notice and passage without debate.

MR. SPEAKER: There has been arequest for waver.

Isit agreed?

Itisagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.
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The motion is carried.

Before we go into Oral Question Period, just acouple of reminders. No electronic
equipment isto be on either for questioners or for answerersduring the next hour and, also,
please direct your questions and answers here through the Chair.

ORDERS OF THE DAY
ORAL QUESTIONS PUT BY MEMBERS
MR. SPEAKER: Question Period will begin at 3:19 p.m. and we'll go to 4:19 p.m.
The honourable Leader of the Officia Opposition.
HEALTH: MS PATIENTS - MRI DOPPLER TEST

HON. STEPHEN MCNEIL: Yesterday it was reported that a vascular surgeon in
Halifax has sent atechnician from hisclinic to Barrie, Ontario, to be trained with the MRI
Doppler exam. Mr. Speaker, | think you woul d agree recei ving training by professionalswho
have studied under Dr. Zamboni would be positive and will go along way to ensuring the
procedure can be provided safely herein Nova Scotia. My question to the Minister of Health
is, will the minister be willing, at the very least, to provide the MRI Doppler test to MS
patients here in Nova Scotia?

HON. MAUREEN MACDONALD: Mr. Speaker, | have consistently said that we
are waiting for the go-ahead from the medical and scientific experts that would tell us that
this procedureis effective, that it is an acceptable level of risk and, until we have that go-
ahead, | am not prepared to authorize any procedures.

Mr. Speaker, thereare sevenresearch projectsunderway right now in North America
- four in Canada - and we have asked that the research be fast-tracked. | look forward to the
results of that research.

MR. MCNEIL: Other provinces have taken aleadership role and demonstrated with
their actionstheimportance of gathering good sciencewith clinicad evidencearoundtheM S
liberation treatment. This NDP Government has chosen to wait on the sidelines.

Oncethe clinician returns from Barry, Ontario, you have avascular surgeon who is
willing to perform aroutine angio procedure, we will have ateam herein Nova Scotia, so
my question to the minister is, does the minister agree that this opens the door to providethe
opportunity to conduct aclinical trial here in Nova Scotia?

MS. MAUREEN MACDONALD: Mr. Speaker, first of all, no other Canadian
provinceisoffering what the honourable member is suggesting the Province of Nova Scotia
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should offer, and angioplasty of theveinisanything but aroutineprocedure according tothe
medical advice that is being given to the health ministersin this country.

MR. MCNEIL: Mr. Speaker, properly trained professionalsarethe key herein Nova
Scotia. We believe that adoor has been opened for the government. The NDP Government
now has the opportunity to be a player instead of afollower in gathering clinical evidence
around MS liberation treatment. My question to the minister, will the minister use this
opportunity to provide Nova Scotians suffering from M S the hope they have been looking
for and move toward aclinical trid herein Nova Scotia?

MS. MAUREEN MACDONALD: Mr. Speaker, | want to assure the honourable
member and all members of thisLegislaturethat | have taked with many of our specialists-
MS specialists and others. They are following very closely the research that is being done
and the studies that are being published; they are in conversation with their colleaguesin
other provinces; and they are preparing themselves, as expert professionals would do, to
provide the best possible care to the MS community when the evidence is available that
points them in a particular direction. We al await the results of the research that is

happening.
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Victoria-The Lakes.
EDUC. - HOLY ANGELS HS: COMMUNITY - CONSULT

MR. KEITH BAIN: Mr. Spegker, my question through you is to the Minister of
Education. Y esterday more than 300 concerned residents of Cape Breton and Victoria
Counties met to address the pressing issue of what can be done to ensure that Holy Angels
High School remains open. It was a spirited meeting fueled by genuine care and concern for
this historic institution and the quality education it has provided for more than a century.

My question to the minister is, why do you continue to ignore the will of the Holy
Angels High School community and other hard-working Cape Bretoners by refusing to
commit to keeping this school open?

HON. MARILYN MORE: Mr. Speaker, | want to congratul ate dl those who came
out to that meeting last night, and certainly the organizers. It’ simportant that we have many
minds and voices and suggestions coming forward on what the possible options would be
tokeep Holy Angelsopenand continuinginto thefuture. Thisgovernment sharesthat vision.
In fact, yesterday the principal of Holy Angels, Theresa MacKenzie, was in Halifax
attending principals meetings, and | want you to know tha the Premier, the Deputy
Minister, and myself, all took advantage of her being in town to have discussions with her.

| personally spent about 20 minutes with her over supper last night. She very
passionately and eloquently talked about the legacy of that school, the benefits of attending
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that school and their hopes for the future. I’ m sure she relayed many of the messages that
were expressed last evening at the public meeting. Thank you.

MR. BAIN: Mr. Speaker, during Question Period yesterday, the minister stated that
“We have agreed to support them, to help them look at other options. We will ensure that
they have the information they need to make further decisions.” This shows they have no
intention whatsoever to savethe existing Holy AngelsHigh School - and I’ || tablethat quote.
Thisgovernment’ spatternof creatingacrisistofacilitatetheir political agendasisdisturbing
to say the least. My question to the minister is, will the minister supply, by the end of
business today, the alternatives she says exist?

MS. MORE: Mr. Speaker, obviously I’m saying one thing and people are hearing
something else, so | will repeat myself. Developing the options is a responsibility of the
school board. | want you to know that actually, earlier today, | sent word to the school board
that | will be travelling to Sydney within the next couple of weeks and | would be very
pleased to meet with representatives of the school, including some of the students. I’m also
planning to meet with the board, and we will sit down and look at the information that they
will provide on other options that they are looking at.

It is aresponsibility of school boards to thoroughly investigate these issues when
something unexpected like selling but not having the lease available for abuilding that they
have a school program in. | trust the leadership of that board to be doing due diligence, to
be making sure they are checking into all the options available to them to continue Holy
Angels. Thank you.

MR. BAIN: Mr. Speaker, earlier this afternoon the minister said one of the options
availableis to move the students to another school. In Sydney there are rumours out there
that the government plans to move the 299 students at Holy Angels High School to Breton
Education Centre, in the Deputy Premier’s home constituency. My final question isto the
Acting Premier, isthisyet another example of the NDP choosing political expediency over
the best interests of the people of Nova Scotia?

HON. FRANK CORBETT: Mr. Speaker, that iswhat he said. It' sarumour. It snot
about political expedience, it’sabout allowing the board to do what they want. Very clearly
(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: Order, order.

MR. CORBETT: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, very much. Thisgovernmentisvery, very
cognizant of what’ s going on with Holy Angels. We do not want to see that program wound
up - that’s why we're willing to work with the school board to find a solution within the
financial parameters. We're being fiscally responsible and we' re being responsible to the
people that go to those schools. That’s what we are committed to, not like that crowd.
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MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Richmond.

JUSTICE: PROV. JAIL - WEEKEND PASSES

HON. MICHEL SAMSON: Mr. Speaker, now that the Minister of Justice has
secured a new jail for Pictou County, | would like to question him on the issue of
overcrowding in our provincia jails, especially the Burnside correctional facility. The
Liberal caucus has uncovered that the Minister of Justice has dealt with the issue of
overcrowding in our jails by handing out weekend “get out of jail free” passes. We have
learned that on average 15 passes are issued each weekend and over 1,000 in the pagt year,
yet the Minister of Justicetells us he had no idea these passes were being handed out by his
staff. My question to the minister is, will he be kind enough to tell Nova Scotians when
exactly he became aware of these “get out of jal free” passes?

HON. ROSS LANDRY : Mr. Speaker, I’m glad the issue of thejail has finally sunk
in to the Party across. On the issue of the overcrowding, | do know some history, it's been
going on for approximately, in excess of twenty years and it went under the previous
administration and their government as well. On the issue of overcrowding, its gone down
under this government versus the previous government, and my understanding is that this
weekend, they stated that in al likelihood there will not be any releases this weekend, so
we're heading in the right direction.

[3:30 p.m/]

MR. SAMSON: The Premier yesterday spoke about transparency in hisgovernment
and | asked the minister avery simple question: When did he become aware? Clearly he has
not answered that, as he has been unwilling to giveinformation on so many other issues Mr.
Speaker, our caucus has been trying to get more information for Nova Scatians on thisvery
issue. Wefiled afreedom of information request which specifically asked for all background
information, statistical information, briefing notes, correspondence relating to temporary
absence passes granted to sentence offenders at Central Nova Scotia Correctiona Facility,
including, but not limited to, offenders serving intermittent sentencesand long-terminmates
of the facility between May 1, 2006, and October 12, 2010.

Mr. Speaker, inareply dated October 25, 2010, the Department of Justice indicates
that they have identified 1,500 pages dealing with these “get out of jail free” passes at that
time period.

So, Mr. Speaker, let’s make a quick review. The Minister of Justice has been in office
for almost ayear and ahalf; problemswith overcrowding at Burnside have been on the front
burner for his department even before he arrived; 15 passes a weekend, 1,000 a year - so
could the Minister of Justice explain, with 1,500 pages relating to this issue in his
department, how can he possibly explain why hewaskept in the dark until afew weeksago?



3026 ASSEMBLY DEBATES THUR., NOV. 4, 2010
MR. SPEAKER: I'd ask you to table the letter you read from, please.

MR. LANDRY:: | am glad that he keeps wanting to find out that information.

AsMinister of Justice, | was aware that there was anumber of gaps and problemsin
the system and they werea carry-over from the previous government and a carry-over from
his administration. So that’ s nothing new, and that’s why we looked at adding - we' ve put
another supervisor over thereto help with the workload. We al so added additional staff and
right now we' re adding about 100 new beds and we' re up around 84 additional bunksin the
facility - so in the last year and a half, that sounds like to me that we' re getting something
done and not like the previous administration that did not get it done.

MR. SAMSON: Mr. Speaker, when the Libera caucus brought this to Nova
Scotians' attention, the minister’ sfirst reply was he had no ideathat thiswastaking place-
over 1,000 passes issued under his administration and yet he had no idea this was taking
place. So the passes were given to criminals that the minister has acknowledged were
sentencedfor crimesincluding abasebal l-bat beating, assault, possession of counterfeitbills,
failing the breathalyser, obstructing justice, sexual assault, and possessing child
pornography.

These are not the types of offences that Nova Scotians think should be dealt with
easily by thisgovernment. So whilethe minister tellsusheis prepared to shareinformation,
one of the catcheswith our Freedom of Information requestsisthat iscomeswith apricetag.
Apparently thisgovernment isn’t so quick to share thisinformation because they want usto
pay $2,130 in order to get the information requested. So my question to the minister iswith
abill of $2,130, will he be kind enough to lend us a few bucks so we can pay the FOIPOP
fee to get information from his own department?

MR. LANDRY: Well the Liberals do have anice, cushy trust fund - my colleagues
here are saying that - so that’s a good thing.

| really get akick out of the member making the following statements and outlining
that, trying to create the atmosphere of fear. The court has adready deemed that these
individualslive in the community and it’s a court- ordered process (I nterruptions)

Mr. Speaker, who has the floor?
SPEAKER: Order. Order, the Miniser of Justice has the floor.

MR.LANDRY: Now, Mr. Speaker, I’mon record of saying if you do the crime, you
do thetime, and that’ swhy wetook thefollowing stepsto add sufficient staff and that’ swhy
we're adding bunks. It s a process that’ s been in place, historically, because of their work,
their administration and not handling the problem in the first place. This government is
building a new facility which should help correct that, along with the bunks.
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MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth East.

MR. ANDREW Y OUNGER: Mr. Speaker, it wasinteresting to listen to the Deputy
Premier tell hisfairy tale of fiscd responsibility earlier inthis Question Period because this
summer the government pushed along serving public servant from office for what appears
to be no reason other than he disagreed with the direction of government. Rod MacArthur,
our former Chief Clerk . . .

MR. SPEAKER: Order, order, that question I’ m going to ruleisout of order because
that falls under the jurisdiction of myself, as Speaker. It does not fall under the jurisdiction
of aministry. Itisout of order and I’ll explain why it isout of question. Anything to do with
the former Chief Clerk is out of order. [Interruptions] I'm aware that anything that falls
under the jurisdiction of the Speaker is out of order. There have been Speakers Rulingsin
the past that have confirmed that. I’m going to ask you if you have adifferent question, I'll
entertainthat, but it’ sout of order becauseit’sunder the jurisdiction of the Speaker. Do you
have a different question on a different topic? No? Okay, 1’1l go on to the next questioner.

The honourable member for Digby-Annapalis.
FISH. & AQUACULTURE - AQUACULTURE REGS.

MR. HAROLD THERIAULT: Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Minister of
Fisheries and Aquaculture, isthat all right? I’ve had many calls of concern relating to two
proposed agquaculture sites in western Nova Scotia. These people are worried about our
coastal sustainability and they don’t believe this government has a clear and safe plan for
this new industry. We need to have the best regulations around aquaculture if we' re going
to grow thisimportant industry, and also to ensure the people that it’s going to be safe. My
guestion to the minister is, what is your government doing to make certain Nova Scotia has
the best aquaculture regulations in the world?

HON. STERLING BELLIVEAU: Mr. Speaker, | can tell the member opposite that
we are moving forward with an aguaculture development strategy. I'll use adifferent term -
we are charting a course for this particular industry. | also want to point out, there’s a vast
difference between us and the previous government. In the dying days of the previous
government, they introduced a moratorium on aguaculture - they’re now gtting in third
place. We see opportunities here for aguaculture and we intend to have sustainable jobs in
there to protect the environment, thank you very much.

MR. THERIAULT: Mr. Speaker, many of the people out there urging for stronger
regulations around aquaculture are not against the industry. They just want to protect our
ecosystemsand thewild lifethe best way that we can. There salot of confusing information
out thereand | think thisgovernment needsto do abetter job informing Nova Scotians about
our aquaculture industry and the benefits that it can have for our economic development in
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our coastal communities. My question to the minister is, what is your government’ s plan to
better educate the public on aguaculture in Nova Scotiafor our future?

MR. BELLIVEAU: Mr. Speaker, to the member opposite, our strategy will be
focusing on building public confidence and understanding the wariness of getting factual
information out theretothe public. | cantell you, unlikethe previous government, that when
they introduce a moratorium [Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: Order, the honourable Minister of Fisheriesand Aquaculture.

MR. BELLIVEAU: Mr. Speaker, these are sustainable jobs in rural Nova Scatia,
which isvery important. We' re also there to protect the environment. | can tell you, just in
the last 48 hours, we have introduced legislation to protect one of the strongest and most
important fishing grounds in Canada. We also have a strategy to develop aguaculture in
Nova Scotia, and | can visualize fishermen right from Sydney to Yarmouth, from the
Flemish Cap, the Grand Banks, to Georges Bank and what they are saying on these last two
topics: what a difference 17 months have made to this new government.

MR. THERIAULT: Mr. Speaker, recently there was a report of pesticides having
killed | obstersin Campobello Island near New Brunswick. | will tablethat information from
the New Brunswick Telegraph Journal. Nova Scotia fishermen are aware of this situation
and arefearful that something similar could happenin the coastal watersof Nova Scotia. My
guestiontotheminister is, will theregulationsin Nova Scotiabe strong enough to make sure
that a situation similar to New Brunswick’ s does not happen here?

MR. BELLIVEAU: Mr. Speaker, | respect the member’ s expertisein this particul ar
question and also want to recognize that | understand the concerns of the fishermen right
across the Atlantic Provinces, not only in Nova Scotia. We are there to protect the
environment; we' realso thereto protect thetraditional fisheries. I’ mvery awareof that issue
and | can tell you the regulations will bein placeto protect our environment and have good
jobsin rural Nova Scotia.

| just want to table aresolution from the member opposite that talked about the two
issues, about Georges Bank and about growing aquaculture in thelast session. Inthelast 48
hours we have addressed those two issues. Once again, I'll close - what a difference 17
months made with a new government. Thank you very much.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cape Breton West.
EDUC.: HOLY ANGELS HS - REPAIR COSTS
MR. ALFIE MACLEQOD: Mr. Speaker, my question through you is to the Acting

Premier. The Holy Angels High School crisis has caused a holy uproar in Cape Breton. At
acommunity meeting last night 300 concerned citizens gathered to ook at solutionsfor the
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continued operation of thisgreat institutionin Sydney. School board chair Lorne Green said
he' s not buying into the Minister of Education’ s figures and that she is spin-doctoring the
cost. The question is, who isright, the minister or the Cape Breton community?

HON. FRANK CORBETT: Mr. Speaker, the redlity is that the document that the
chair isworking from is adocument by Trifos Design Consultants - 1" m not exactly sure of
the name of the company -to Mr. Paul Oldford from the school board, where they come and
give their estimate of what it would cost to refurbish the building.

I’m actually quite happy that the chair hassaid, ook, he disputesthose numbers, and
that’ spart of the reason why the minister feelsit is soimportant to get down to Cape Breton
and meet with the board chair, the affected sudents, the families, to resolve these issues. If
these numbersareincorrect, if we' reworking off bad data, we want to get the right numbers
to make sure the right decision is made, Mr. Speaker.

MR. MACLEOD: Mr. Speaker, againto the Acting Premier, the board chair doesn’t
buy the government’ s spin, nor does the community. The spin-doctoring of the government
was met with - and | will table the document that it came from - don’t allow it, don’t buy it,
don’'teat it, and don't swallow it. District 9 CBRM Councillor TomWilson is correct when
he saysthat if the building isin that poor a shape, none of the studentswould be here today.

For 125 years the school has produced mature, well-balanced young women. Will
the Deputy Premier do the same and be mature and well-balanced and do the right thing and
keep Holy Angels open, whereit is and where it rightfully belongs?

[3:45p.m.]

MR. CORBETT: I’'m glad to see the Third Party uses the Cape Breton Post astheir
research department. | want to tell you something, Mr. Speaker, | want to tell this House
what I’ve previously said and I'll say again. We are not going to stand by and watch that
programwind up. We're going to work with the school board, we' re going to work with the
residents of CBRM, we're going to work with everybody to make sure that it stays where
it's the most feasible for that program to be and we want it to stay in Cape Breton and we
want it be done sooner than later. That’ swhy the minister isgoing to meet with these people.
I don’'t know which part of that, that member doesn’t get.

MR. MACLEOD: Mr. Speaker, againto the Acting Premier - and, by theway, those
guotes were from the individuals, they happened to be in the Cape Breton Post, but the
peoplethat were in the audience actually heard them. The crisisthisNDP Government has
created is consistent with its divide and conquer agenda, hurting communities throughout
Nova Scotia. Holy Angels High School in Sydney isthe latest victim.

Former Holy Angelsvice-principa Greg O’ Keefe, stated, “ If thestudentsdidn’ t care,
then that would be the end of the story.” Well we find out they do care and we all care.
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Everyone seems to care except the NDP. My question to the Deputy Premier, the Acting
Premier is, why don’t you care and why don’t you do the right thing and end this crisis
today?

MR. CORBETT: Mr. Speaker, | do care. Thisgovernment cares, in particular, this
minister cares. (Applause) I’ ve told these people in no less than three answers today, that
minister, the minister who doesn’'t play games, the minister who's going down there and
hel ping resolve thisissue, who will meet with the people, will not use the Cape Breton Post
as their pole vaulting area. We'll get this thing done and we'll do it right. Thank you.
(Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Y armouth.
ERD: IEF - BUSINESS CASES

MR. ZACH CHURCHILL: Mr. Speaker, the Minister of Economic and Rural
Development boasts about the merits of the Industrial Expansion Fund. Yet, no proof has
been provided by thisgovernment on the meritsof thisfund outside of Pictou. NovaScotians
are not ableto assessfor themselvesif any of the businesses that the | EF has spent millions
on have a sound economic or business case. The minister and this government need to
understand that Nova Scotians will not accept money being spent at face value any longer.
My guestion to the minister is, will you table in the House today the business cases and
analysis, which would support your claimsthat the |IEF is creating and maintaining jobsin
Nova Scotia?

HON. PERCY PARIS. Mr. Speaker, this government is very proud of the
accomplishments of the IEF in the past year. As a matter of fact, in this past year we've
created more jobs than any other previous five years. We've invested in 23 companiesin
Nova Scotiato the tune of $221 million. What we' ve doneistry to ensure that every region
in the Province of Nova Scotiais treated fairly and gets afair shake.

MR. CHURCHILL: Mr. Speaker, thisisan issue of transparency and accountability
between the government and the people of Nova Scotia. | will note that the minister did not
table those documents that were requested. In fact, the Minister of Finance identified the
problemwith the | EF back in 2006 when he said, “ The problem hereisthat government can
allocateitself avery large amount of money . . . without ever informing the House, without
requiring the approval of the House, without any accountability to the House. That can’t be
right...” I'll tablethose quotes here today.

Once the NDP became government, they did just that, allocating an additional $75
million to the IEF. When is this minister going to start being transparent and stop pushing
off requests for analysis?
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MR. PARIS: Mr. Speaker, | want to thank the member opposite for that question
because| think it’savery important question. | remember when we were in Opposition we
raised theissue around transparency of the |EF; | remember that very well. That iswhy this
government established an advisory group made up of fiveleading businessmen and women
from the Province of Nova Scotiato advise not only the minister, but to review applications
coming forward with respect to the |EF. We do take those words very seriously, we spoke
those words a year ago, and we acted on what we said we were going to do when it comes
to transparency.

MR. CHURCHILL: Mr. Speaker, | think it’s great that they put some good people
in charge of that fund, but that doesn’t take away the fact that Nova Scotians don’t know
what’ shappening with thisexpans on fund, which hasmillionsof dollarsinit. Thelndustrid
Expansion Fund report hasalot of picturesin it, but it doesfall short on substance as well.
NovaScotiansdon’t know if they’ regetting their valuefor their money. Thereportisshorter
than it was last year and there is no analysis of the money that has been spent, no business
cases for the companies that have received funding - but there are alot of pictures.

My questionis, whenwill the minister providethisHousewith asupporting analysis
to ensurethat Nova Scotians are truly getting value for the money that is spent through the
IEF?

MR. PARIS: Mr. Speaker, the member brings up a very serious question around
transparency, and | think | answered part of that in my latest response. | will also add to that
transparency - one of the thingsthat we said that we want to do to improve the transparency
around the |[EF wasto do just what we have done not only with the advisory committee but
also with the annual report. Anyone can look at that report and the figures are there. For
every dollar that government invested in the IEF, we get a return of close to $3. We
generated, intheway of revenues and taxes, something in the vicinity of $13.5 million. The
|EF is more transparent today than it has ever been.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Cape Breton West.
NAT. RES. - CLEAR-CUTTING: MIN. - POSITION

MR. ALFIE MACLEOD: Mr. Speaker, my question through you isto the Minister
of Natural Resources.

Earlier intheweek | brought up theissue of clear-cutting in an attempt to get aclear-
cut definition by the government. Unfortunately, I’ ve not had much luck. Steve Talbot of the
Forest Products A ssociation of Nova Scotia understands clear-cutting will become apart of
your government’s strategy, but definitive answers have not been provided to the Forest
Products Association. Will the minister clearly define, this afternoon, and clearly explain
what his position is on clear-cutting?
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HON. JOHN MACDONELL : Mr. Speaker, | thank the member for the question. No,
| won't, but in the very near future | will be doing that.

MR. MACLEOD: Mr. Speaker, | want to thank the minister for being so forthright.
My question for the honourable Minister of Natural Resourcesis, what kind of atime frame
do you have in mind for the new forestry strategy then - when might we expect it to be
released? Industry needs to know.

MR. MACDONELL: Mr. Speaker, that’s avery good question and | won't answer
it with “soon, soon, very soon.” The government has made a commitment, and actually the
member probably has been following the strategy process. The strategy isto be complete by
the end of the year. The highlights of that actually, | was hoping that | could make those
known to industry and stakeholders, | was thinking, by the end of this week. I’m not sure
that I’'m going to hit that target, actually - I’ m quite sure I’ m not going to hit that target, but
| did make acommitment to them that they could have alook at what we thought were the
pressure points that seemed to raise the most concern and allow them if they wanted to have
alook to seeif it was possibleto tweak that beforeit became etched in stone, the document
that goes to Cabinet, et cetera. So, anyway, that’s still my position.

MR. MACLEOD: Mr. Speaker, | want to thank the minister for that answer. Last
week outsidethe Legislature, Mr. Talbot said that membersof theindustry are afraid of what
thisgovernment’ sextreme position on clear-cuttingwill dotheir livelihoods. They areafraid
that the NDP hardline ideologies will jeopardize 11,000 jobs and do real damage to an
industry that contributes $1 million to Nova Scotia s economy.

What the Forest Products Association wants to know is, when will the Minister of
Natural Resources provide apractical common sense strategy that supportsthe hardworking
Nova Scotians who will work inthisindustry and ensurethat these jobs will continue to be
therefor future generations? | know the minister istrying to come up with that but wereally
need to know an answer.

MR. MACDONELL: Mr. Speaker, the deadlineisstill to bein by the end of theyear
and that will be the strategy in the flesh, you know, the document that’s passed to Cabinet
and pass muster. | want to say that the industry shouldn’t be overly concerned about the
direction the NDP Government is going to go. As a matter of fact, what we'll do iswe'll
savethat industry and thosejobsfromthedirection that previousgovernmentswereallowing
it to go.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Bedford-Birch Cove.
LWD: SKILLS DEV. TRAINING - PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES

MS. KELLY REGAN: Mr. Speaker, the Collaborative Partnership Network of Nova
Scotia is made up of organizations that provide employment services to persons with
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disabilities Many of their clientshave been denied skillsdevel opment funding for retraining.
To qualify they have to be out of school and looking for work for three years. Often these
individuals are forced to draw upon income assistance because they don’t have the option
toretrain. Somy questionisfor the Minister of Education, wouldn’t you agreethat it’ sbetter
for these individual sto access skillsdevel opment programsthey needinstead of drawing on
income assistance?

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Education.

HON. MARILY N MORE: Mr. Speaker, actually thefunding for that program comes
under my responsibilities as Miniger of Labour and Workforce Development but I’ m il
the same person so | will answer the question.

The Government of Canada had sort of a one-size-fits-al approach to skills
development and we were very pleased with the devolution of the federal funding through
the LMA and LMDA programs because we' ve been able to align that funding opportunity
with the priorities and needs in this province. Quite frankly, more Nova Scotians have
qualified for skills development training since it has devolved to the province. In fact, in
2008-09, when it was under federa jurisdiction, about 67 per cent of the applicants were
eligible and this year in 2010-11, 81 per cent of applicants are eligible.

MS. REGAN: Mr. Speaker, those numbers are scant comfort to people with
disabilities who cannot qualify for retraining after being injured. We know our declining
population is going to cause worker shortages over the long term. We need all individuals
contributing to our economy. Individual swith disabilitieswant to work. However, they often
struggle with job searches because they don’'t have the appropriate support and before
organizations can provide the support, these folks are forced to wait three years under the
Skills Development Program eligibility requirements.

My question to the Minister of Labour and Workforce Development is, will you
remove the three-year eligibility requirement for individuals with disabilities?

[4:00 p.m.]

MS. MORE: Mr. Speaker, I'm alittle confused by the question and I'm not sure if
the member is asking about people who get benefits through the workers' compensation
program or the skills development funding, but obvioudy she has some concerns. | would
be very willing to set up a meeting with my staff and perhaps a representative from the
independent Workers Compensation Board to come over and explain the various programs
and what is available.

Certainly under the LMA and LMDA money we ve been able to free up significant
funding for persons with disahilities and certainly are doing more in that line than we've
ever been able to do as a province. We're also looking at other marginalized groups like
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African-Canadian citizens, Aboriginal citizens, women. We understand the demands of the
future workforce. You can be sure that we are taking a leadership role in meeting those
demands and meeting the needs of individuals. Thank you.

MS. REGAN: Mr. Speaker, | did not say that these people had become disabled on
thejob so no, | wasn't referring to workers' compensation. There are over 198,000 persons
with disabilitiesin Nova Scotia, 68 per cent of those people are unemployed, many of them
are on income assistance. My question to the Minister of Community Servicesis, will you
ask the Minister of Labour and Workforce Development to change her department’s
requirements to make it easier for persons with disabilities to get training?

HON. DENISE PETERSON-RAFUSE: Mr. Speaker, I’ dliketo thank thehonourable
member for the question because it gives me the opportunity to expressthe fact that we do
work interdepartmentally in this government and one of thethingswe aredoingisthe ESIA
redesign, which islooking at that entire aspect and presently those with disabilities are part
of that.

The other thing, for the first time in the Province of Nova Scotia, this government,
through the Department of Community Servicesand in discussionswith my colleague here,
the Minister of Labour and Workforce Devel opment, has brought together aworking group
of individualsin the provinceto devel op astrategy for those who have adisability. Thiswill
be part of that strategy that they will analyze. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Inverness.
NAT. RES. - FORESTRY REGS.: IMPACT - CONSIDER

MR. ALLAN MACMASTER: Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Minister of
Natural Resources. NewPage is the main employer in the Strait area and its positive
economic impact affects regions represented by our member for Guysborough-Sheet
Harbour, our member for Richmond, our member for Antigonish, my colleague, the member
for Victoria-The Lakes, in my ownriding of Inverness, in Colchester, and the list goes on.

AN HON. MEMBER: Pictou County.

MR. MACMASTER: Actualy, if | didn't mention it, | did intend to mention the
Pictou Countiesaswell, our memberswho represent those areas. Now, Mr. Speaker, | have
many personal friends who work at NewPage and they are a responsible employer. They
plant more trees than they harvest, they have certification seals on their products to offer
peace of mind that thewood that has been harvested for their products, and the productsthey
have manufactured, has been done so responsibly. Will this government ensure that the
forestry regulations they bring forward will take into account the economic impact of their
decisions?
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HON. JOHN MACDONELL: Mr. Speaker, yes.

MR. MACMASTER: Mr. Speaker, I'm pleased to hear that, and I’m hoping that is
the case, because the industry will also be pleased to hear that. The people who work in
forestry, they make a living not just by cutting trees, but also by helping young trees
rejuvenateour forests. I’ ve spokenwith these people, | do believetheir heartsareintheright
place, and | know that they care about the land they live and work on.

The new forestry policy we' ve been hearing about seems to be more focused on
regulations and on a heavy hand by government. Why don’t we choose to focus our
resources less on bureaucracy and more on generous silviculture programs so that these
people can earn a better living and we can optimize the health of our forests, Mr. Speaker?

MR. MACDONELL: Mr. Speaker, well, look, if the member opposite is hearing
about the heavy hand of regulation, he’s not hearing it from me. It' s our intention to bring
about change. Some of that change, we expect, will have to beregulated. We are hoping that
as much of that that can be done to move the industry - and I’ m thinking alot aout small
private woodlot owners in this vision of a new forest for the province, that we can offer
incentivesthat would be hel pful tothem - use acarrot rather than a stick. So as much aswe
can aid this process along without being heavy-handed, that would be our intention.

MR. MACMASTER: Mr. Speaker, I'm pleased to hear that thisis the approach by
government, because this is a very important industry for our province. | will ask the
minister, do you think that we can come up with a common-sense solution so that the
interests of industry are served aswell asthe intereststhat are obvioudly trying to be served
with the direction that you' re presenting?

MR. MACDONELL: Mr. Speaker, look, I’'m not sure where the member opposite
getshisinformation. Thisisnot just about industry. It’ sabout the peopl e, thepeopleof Nova
Scotia, who indicated how they want their forests managed.

NewPage, | would haveto say, has set the bar very high for theindustry. They have
done things and gone places where othersin the industry have not been willing to go - FSC
certification, no use of pesticides or herbicides in their operation. I’ ve got to say these are
people who will not notice any significant change from what we do. | can tell you that.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Clayton Park.
HEALTH: BTO PROG. - INCOME THRESHOLD
MS. DIANA WHALEN: Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Minister of Health.
Y esterday many members of the Legislature had the opportunity to meet a group of

volunteerswho joined us here to talk about living with cancer and the financial stresses of
doing that. The principal focus of that discussion yesterday was national, and it was on the
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national catastrophic drug program that’s so desperately needed in Canada, but | wanted to
raise today some of the other issues that also face people with cancer in our province.

The minister iswell aware that there are other programs within her own department
that would be of great assistance to people who have cancer in our province. One of those
isthe Boarding Transportation and Ostomy Program, which providesfinancial assistanceto
cancer patients for medically-necessary travel in our province. My question to the minister
is, will the minister please confirm for the record that the income threshold for the BTO
Program is still fixed at $15,720?

HON. MAUREEN MACDONALD: Mr. Speaker, | thank the honourable member
for the question. Cancer and treatments are indeed provided in various programs, and that
particular program that the member has referred to does have that income threshold and it
did not change this year.

MS. WHALEN: Mr. Speaker, given the fact that inflation has increased over many
years- infact, my understanding iswe haven’t increased that threshold since 1994. So it has
been many years of pressure on inflation, most recently the 2 per cent that has been added
thanks to the NDP Government’ s decision to increase HST. At the same time, individuals
have higher incomes based just on minimum wage, which means today even someonewith
cancer working at a minimum wage job might find themselves unable to access that
program. So the low-income cut-off that Statistics Canada is giving for a family of three
living in rural Nova Scotia is $18,263, while for a similar-sized family in HRM the low-
income cut-off would be $23,610. So my question to the miniger is, how canaBTO income
cutoff, which ranges anywhere from $2,500 to $7,800 below the low income cutoff level,
ever be congdered a better deal for Nova Scotian families?

MS. MAUREEN MACDONALD: Mr. Speaker, everyday we make choicesin the
Department of Health about how we canimprove health care by investing strategically. One
of the choiceswe' ve made with respect to treatment for cancerswastoincreasethe new drug
programthat we have by $10 millionin expenditure over thelast year. Thisreally doesallow
for people to have access to the intravenous drugs that are required in the treatment of
cancer. Cancer Care Nova Scotia does aterrific job aswell asthe Canadian Cancer Society
insupporting peoplewho need treatments, who aretravel ling. Many charitable organizations
areinvolved in helping people get the treatments they need.

We continue to review all of our programs and invest in them while trying to live
within our means, which often is not an easy thing to do in the Department of Health, Mr.
Speaker.

MS. WHALEN: Mr. Speaker, we live in one of the highest tax jurisdictions in the
entire country and yet we find ourselves in a position where we' re always turning to non-
profit organizations and to fundraising and so on to try and provide some of the basic needs
that our citizens have.
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In 2008, the honourable member for Sackville-Cobequid - when he was in
Opposition - raised thisvery question of thethreshold for the BTO. In 2009, the honourable
member for Pictou East made the same request to the government of the day. Y et those
suffering from cancer, who require financial assistancefor board and transportation in order
to go to the centres where they can receive chemotherapy and the drugs they so badly need,
are having no additional help from government. The threshold level istoo low. As| said, it
has not been raised since 1994 and | believe that the minister needs a plan to do so.

My question to the minister is, when can Nova Scotians expect the minister to
increase this income threshold for these very important services that are needed under the
BTO program?

MS. MAUREEN MACDONALD: Mr. Speaker, | want to thank the honourable
member for the question. As| said earlier, inthefiscal year we're currently in, there was no
changein that program, but aswe go forward toward our next budget year, every program
will be reviewed. We will be looking at where we need to be making strategic investments
to provide better health careto Nova Scotians and this program certainly will be onethat we
will have alook at.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings West.

JUSTICE: WEST. KINGS SCHOOLS -
RCMP SCH. LIAISON POSITION

MR. LEO GLAVINE: Mr. Speaker, Kings County RCMP have redirected funding
for the school liaison position in western Kings schools. This has|eft these schools without
an important resource in the community, without an important connection with their law
enforcement. Could the Minister of Justice explain why these schools havelost their RCMP
liaison officer?

HON. ROSS LANDRY : If my memory serves meright, there are some discussions
with the District Commander there to address that issue and there should be realignment of
resources in September. On the issue, | also understand that they place the position as an
analyst for dealing with prolific offenders. What that will mean is that by identifying the
crime pattern, they’ Il be able to address that and reduce that impact, which should free up
front line officers to do more community work. I’'m very encouraged by the leadership
within the RCM P there to address those community issues. | do know that the RCMP arein
direct contact with community leadersin the school itself.

MR. GLAVINE: Mr. Speaker, KingsRCM Pareexperiencing what Districtinspector
Mike Payne hopesis ashort term pressure. Thisliaison position is an important one for the
students, for the community, and from the school board membersto central office, to school
principals, teachers and now students have been raising their voice of concern.
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[4:15 p.m.]

Quitefrankly, thisisprecisely one of those placeswhereour officersneed to be. Call
it boots in the halls if you will, they make a difference. Mr. Speaker, will the province be
acting to help fill the gap in the western Kings school s?

HON. ROSS LANDRY : Mr. Speaker, the Justice Department isvery committed to
supporting al Nova Scotians and all communities with ensuring that there are good crime
prevention programs there and that we do as much as we can to reduce crime and support
our communities. I’m very confident that the resourcing issues within that community will
be managed by the RCMP district commander.

MR. GLAVINE: Mr. Speaker, District Inspector Mike Payne seesthe importance of
this program, so does the community. The community is rallying together to have this
position reinstated. Mr. Payne is quoted as saying he fully supports these efforts. This
programrollsout important proactive programming to students of all ages, that the province
saw fit tolet this happen issimply unacceptable. Mr. Speaker, what isthe government doing
to ensure that the position of school liaison for Western Kings schoolsisreinstated as soon
as possible?

MR. LANDRY: Wsell, the RCMP manages the resources, they have that
responsibility. | haveall theconfidencein their leadership and that they’ reworking with the
community to address the community priorities and needs. But | do go back, | am of the
understanding that the resourcing - there are some shifts to ded with putting analysts
positions in place, which is a good step forward in reducing the overall crime impact and
should free up the officers to even have more contribution to crime prevention and
community involvement and be engaged with the students.

Asaformer police officer, | was very committed then to the students and peoplein
my community and as Justice Minister, I’m equally as committed.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Colchester North.
NAT. RES.: WAGNER REPT. - MIN. RESPONSE

HON. KAREN CASEY: Mr. Speaker, my question through you isto the Minister of
Natural Resources. We are running out of time, his answers have been very brief today, so
| expect maybe we'll get to the end of this today. | trust, as minister, you have had the
opportunity toread Dr. Wagner’ sreport relating toforestry asapart of NovaScotia’ snatural
resource. Dr. Wagner, the director of University of Maine's School of Forestry and a
distinguished professor, reviewed the documents making up Nova Scotia’ s hatural resource
strategy and hewasdismayed at the crucial recommendati ons about the future management.
My question to the minister is, how does the minister react to Dr. Wagner’ s statements?
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HON. JOHN MACDONELL: Mr. Speaker, | don't give them as much weight as |
give the statements of the people of Nova Scotia.

MS. CASEY: Mr. Speaker, Dr. Wagner’ s credentids, | think, speak for themselves.
My question again through you to the minister is, Dr. Wagner concluded that Nova Scotia
only harvested 1.1 per cent of itsforest and, in fact, thiswould suggest that the entire forest
in Nova Scotia would take one century to harvest. My question is, do you believe there’s
more wood leaving Nova Scotia now than Dr. Wagner is suggesting?

MR. MACDONELL: Mr. Speaker, | think the member’s guestion was around
harvest, not what's leaving . . .

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. The time allotted for the Oral Question Period has
expired.

The honourable Leader of the Official Opposition.

HON. STEPHEN MCNEIL: Mr. Speaker, on a point of order. During Question
Period, the member for Dartmouth East attempted to ask a question, which you ruled out of
order without even hearing the question. | realizein the preamble, the former Chief Clerk’s
name was brought up. | recognize it is a sensitive issue for this government. But the
members on this side of the House have aright to ask that question.

Weall know, as Nova Scotians know, the former Chief Clerk sealed hisfate on June
9" when he questioned the decision of this government to take the independence of the
Speaker’ sOfficeand moveit into the Department of Finance' soffice. Mr. Speaker, you also
know that the day you walked into his office and fired him, he called our House Leader.

Mr. Speaker, you also know the day you fired him, you said, I’ m just delivering the
message.

MR. SPEAKER: Oh, that’s out of order. I’ [l allow you to have a point of order, but
watch your language.

MR. MCNEIL: Mr. Speaker, you said - let’sbe clear. Y ou said when you walkedin
his office, I'm just the messenger. But we want to know, when the Finance Minister is
travelling across this province asking Nova Scotians to tighten their bets, why they aren’t
willing to answer the question of how much they paid the former Clerk to leave his office
quietly and why Nova Scotians don’'t have aright to know?

Mr. Speaker, you should allow the question to be asked in this House so that Nova
Scotians can get the answer. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: It’s not a point of order.
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MR. MCNEIL: Mr. Speaker, on a point of order, you cannot rule a question out of
order without hearing the question . . .

MR. SPEAKER: | heard enough of the question.

MR. MCNEIL: Mr. Speaker, there was no question. Y ou haven’t got thereyet. Y ou
still don’t know. Tell this House what the question was.

AN HON. MEMBER: Sit down.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you.

The honourable Opposition House L eader.

HON. MANNING MACDONALD: I’'mrising onapoint of privilege. Mr. Speaker,
I’ ve been around thisHouse along time and in my 18 years coming to thisplace, I’ ve never

seen aworse example of a Speaker protecting the government. Thisistheworst I’ve ever
seen.

Your ruling, Mr. Speaker, | believe, was contemptuous without even hearing a
guestion. The Chief Clerk is a public employee, was a public employee, paid for by the
people of this province and only under the direction of the Speaker’s Office.

MR. SPEAKER: | ruled it out of order because any matter that belongs under the
jurisdiction of the Speaker . . .

MR.MANNING MACDONALD: Isnot responsibletothisplace, isthat what you' re
saying? Are you saying that the people that you are employed by are not responsible? We
can’t ask gquestions in this House of people who work for the people of Nova Scotia?

MR. SPEAKER: You'recertainly entitled to ask questions.

MR. MANNING MACDONALD: But you ruled it out of order.

MR. SPEAKER: It’sunder the jurisdiction of the Speaker. Itisout of order, simply
that.

MR. MANNING MACDONALD: It's not out of order, Mr. Speaker, it's an open
matter that should be dealt with in the open. We have the right to ask those questions.

MR. SPEAKER: Well, these are the Rules of this House.

MR. MANNING MACDONALD: We havetheright to find out, Mr. Speaker, why
this government paid over $340,000 to the Chief Clerk to have him leave quietly, as our
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Leader has said. That’s the question here, Mr. Speaker, and I’ m telling you that you have
made adecision in favour of the government here and thisisnot the first time that you have
made decisions in favour of the government and not in favour of the independence of this
place here.

MR. SPEAKER: It’s out of order.

MR. MANNING MACDONALD: | think my privileges have been stepped on here
today - the privileges of all members of thisHouse- by you, Mr. Speaker. | think you should
do the honourable thing and resign.

MR. SPEAKER: | hear your concern.

HON. CHRISTOPHER D’ENTREMONT: I'd like to stand on a point of order as
well, but not as contemptuous as that, Mr. Speaker.

In a response to the member for Digby-Annapolis, the Miniser of Fisheries
referenced a moratorium on aguaculture by the previous government. | know full well that
there was no such moratorium on aquaculture, so | want the member to provide this House
with documentation to prove there was amoratorium, or at |east apol ogize that he may have
gotten his facts wrong on that.

Theonly thing | remember from our timein government was anissue around Queens
and having to say no to an aguaculture site in Queens, in Port Mouton. I’ m sure the member
for Queenswould have agreed with that decision at that time.

My point of order today isthat I’d like the Minister of Fisheriesto provide us with
more detail on this so-called moratorium or apologize for getting it wrong.

MR. SPEAKER: It's certainly a difference of opinion between the two members.
That’sall | can say at thispoint in time.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Deputy Government House L eader.

MR. DAVID WILSON: Mr. Speaker, would you please call the order of business,
Public Billsfor Second Reading.

PUBLIC BILLS FOR SECOND READING
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Deputy Government House L eader.

MR. DAVID WILSON: Mr. Speaker, would you please call Bill No. 78.
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Bill No. 78 - Public Utilities Act.

HON. CHRISTOPHER D’ENTREMONT: On a point of order, Mr. Speaker, in no
way is this a difference of opinion. The minister referenced a document, a satement that
there was amoratorium on aquaculture, and | want him to be able to prove that fact in this
House - provide the documentation on that.

If you referenceit, it’sin your briefing book. Whereisit? There was no such thing.
So, Mr. Speaker, | would likeyouto rule on it and, again, get himto providetheinformation
to thisHouse.

MR. SPEAKER: Okay, a point well taken. | will take it under advisement.
MR. D’ENTREMONT: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Y ou're welcome.

The honourable member for Cole Harbour-Eastern Passage.

MS. BECKY KENT: Mr. Speaker, it is again a pleasure to rise and speak again to
Bill No. 78, thePublic UtilitiesAct. I'd liketo just restate some of what | had noted before,
in support of our good NDP Government, and just to say very loudly and clearly that we do
support Nova Scotia small busnesses. Our minister, by bringing this forward, our
government and certainly our Premier, we stand today united - that Nova Scotia values,
respects and listens to Nova Scotia' s small-business people.

| speak as well from experience having been a small-business woman in my life. |
had the pleasure of operating, successfully - yet chalenging at times - small businesses at
my home in Eastern Passage.

| have to say that it’s particularly relevant, | think, asan MLA to speak to this bill
when we think of the types of businessesthat we' re taking about that will be so positively
affected by it: the mom and pop restaurantsin our local communities, the cottage industries
wherepeopl e areworking hard within their own homesto help providefor their families, the
retail outlets that we might frequent to get our bread and milk, the pastry shops within our
communities, the gas stations, and the list goes on and on.

They're everywhere. They make up the hearts of our neighbourhoods and our
communitiesacross NovaScotia. The appoi ntment of the small busi ness advocate can make
or break, or can influence the decisions that can make or break small businesses when
decisions are before the Nova Scotia Utility and Review Board. Having an advocate there,
having avoice, having someone who knows what it’ s like to face the challenges that Nova
Scotia small businesses are facing, can make a huge difference in the deliberations.
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This person who will bethat advocate, with the support of this House, really knows
what it takes when you put your heart and soul into this type of business, what it takes for
family support, what it takesfor financial support, what it takesin energy and sweat equity.
Expansion of the definition, as well, opens doors and opportunities for Nova Scotians,
opening to the opportunity for corporation partnerships and proprietorships.

Having the opportunity at the hearings for asmall-bus ness person to be a dedicated
intervener istheright thing to do. We know that because we' ve spoken to Nova Scotians as
agovernment that caresand wantstotalk directly to the peoplewho we' re hererepresenting.
We had that opportunity, we heard from them and we' re moving on that.

Weknow that businessin Nova Scotiais strong, we know that it can be stronger, and
legislation likethiswill helpinthat regard. Wewant to do thingsthat will give opportunities
to Nova Scotians to be successful. This government, this NDP minister, thisNDP Premier
areresponding, and with that weknow - | want to pay particul ar attention to the endorsement
that we had from Ms. Leanne Hachey from the Canadian Federation of Independent
Business. | believe that speaksvolumes, that we are hitting the mark herein government for
Nova Scotians and with that I’ 1l take my place and | ask that the entire Legislature support
thisbill. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth East.

MR. ANDREW YOUNGER: | was in a good mood when | came in here so | am
going to keep my remarks short so that | don’t get into aworse mood. We areglad to seethis
bill, we' revery happy to seethismoveforward. It’ sentertaining to listento both the Finance
Minister and the member for Cole Harbour-Eastern Passage say how they’ re very happy to
have CFIB support, sinceon April 16, 2010 - and I’ || table this - the quote from the Finance
Minister was “1’m not planning to meet with the CFIB . . . they just issued a vitriolic news
release, which | don't find terribly helpful.” Apparently they’ re hel pful when they’ reon his
side but they’re not helpful when they’re not on his side. | will table that of course, Mr.
Speaker.

| agree with the Finance Minister. The CFIB isavery important organization in the
province and represents a large sector of our economy and while it is reasonable for the
minister and the government not to always agree with them, certainly very reasonable, he
can't attack them one day as an organization that should havetheir leadership replaced and
then a few months later say that he thinks their leadership is great - the same people mind
you - for supporting him in this.

Y ou know, thefact of the matter isit’' sdisingenuous at best. We' re certainly glad to
seethis. | know the Minister of Financetal ked about his support for that previously and he' Il
remember that our owncolleague, themember for Richmond, tabled abill requiring thisvery
thing, abusiness consumer advocate, Bill No. 3, on November 23, 2007. We' ve recognized
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since that it didn’t work out exactly as intended and the Minister of Finance has brought
forward now those changes to improve that.

[4:30 p.m.]

There have been a couple of people stand up and make comments from the
government benches that this is good because there will be people representing small
businessesand othersat the Utility and Review Board. Certainly it’ sgood to have somebody
there and we support that. | would remind the members of the government that they can
always go themselves as MLAS to the Utility and Review Board hearings and appear on
behalf of the constituents and small businessesin their riding, just as| have at a number of
hearingsin the past couple of weeks. It isnot necessary just to rely on othersto go there and
| hope - while | haven't seen any NDP members at any of the power rate hearings or gas
hearings recently - | look forward to hopefully some of them might join me there at future
rate hearings. With that, | will take my place, thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Inverness.

MR. ALLAN MACMASTER: Mr. Speaker, | have spoken on this bill already and
today | would like to reiterate the Progressive Conservative members support for the bill.
We do believe that small business should have their own advocate when mattersrelevant to
them are discussed at the Utility and Review Board. With that, | will keep my remarks brief
and add our support to the bill.

MR. SPEAKER: If | recognize the minister it will be to close the debate.

The honourable Minister of Finance.

HON. GRAHAM STEELE: Mr. Speaker, | thank all membersfor their observations
on the bill and move second reading.

MR. SPEAKER: The motion is for second reading of Bill No. 78. Would all those
in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.
Ordered that this bill be referred to the Committee on Law Amendments.
The honourable Deputy Government House Leader.

MR. DAVID WILSON: Mr. Speaker, would you please call Bill No. 79.
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Bill No. 79 - Securities Act.
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Finance.

HON. GRAHAM STEELE: Mr. Speaker, I’m pleased to rise on second reading of
Bill No. 79, which contains avariety of amendments to the Securities Act. Members of the
House will recall that over the past little while there have been a number of amendmentsto
the Securities Act becauseit is part of an ongoing national effort to have mirror legislation
essentially inall provinces across Canada. Part of the effort istodeal with the difficulty that
securities regulation is within the jurisdiction of the provinces, athough in some other
countries it is within the jurisdiction of the national government. By having mirror
legislation across the country, essentially we can come as close as possible within the
constitutional framework of acting as a single securities regulator or as close aswe can get
to it within the constraints set by our Confederation.

In the current financia climate the ability to invest and participate in the global
market iscritical. These amendments ensure that the Nova Scotia Securities Act will reflect
the adoption by Canada of International Financial Reporting Standardsor IFRS. 1t will also
establish a framework for the regulation of credit rating organizations. The purpose is to
ensure appropriate securitiesregulation isin place and to ensure that our regulatory regime
isin line with national and international standards.

With respect to the first item, the adoption of IFRS, it’s necessary to amend the
SecuritiesAct toensurethat financial reporting filingsare consi stent with | FRS requirements
being adopted by the Canadian Accounting Standards Board of the Canadian Institute of
Chartered Accountants. Those standardswill requirethat for Canadian publicly accountable
enterprises, that they adopt IFRS as of January 1, 2011. The amendments in this bill
primarily reflect IFRSterminology changes. Thelnternational Financial Reporting Standards
have been adopted in over 100 countries, including countries of the European Union, and it
is, of course, important that our securities legislation be consistent in Canada’s financial
reporting standards.

There has been alot of talk over the years, Mr. Speaker, at least over theyears|1’ve
beeninthe House, of Generally Accepted Accounting Principles, GAAP, andthisissimply
another step in the evolution of GAAP and it reflects the fact the Securities Act hasto keep
up with that evolution.

Now, Mr. Speaker, the next set of amendments hasto do with the regul ation of credit
rating organizations. | haveto admit that thisisabit of an oddity. | said in the opening of my
remarks that the idea here is to ensure that there is essentially mirror legislation across
Canada and so we're adopting these amendments, which are being adopted elsewhere in
Canada, eventhough thereis, asamatter of fact, no credit rating organization based in Nova
Scotia. If there ever were one, these ruleswould apply and these samerules have either been
adopted in other provinces, or will be adopted in other provinces, to ensure that thereis a
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seamlesssecuritiesregime across Canadaor, as| keep saying, as close asyou can get to that
within the constraints of the Canadian federal system.

Credit rating organizations are not currently subject to formal securities regulatory
oversight in Canada. The initiative to regulate credit rating organizations flows from
recommendations of the Canadian Securities Administrators in response to the 2007-08
credit market turmoil. The Canadian Securities Administrators have worked hard to ensure
that appropriate regulations are adopted in Canada which are consistent with the
international community.

So these amendments, Mr. Speaker, will do four things: first, they will make rules
to designate acredit rating organization; second, they provide for compliance reviews of a
credit rating organization; third, they will require a credit rating organization to provide
accessto their books, information and other documents; and, fourth, they will order acredit
rating organization to submit to review of its practices and procedures where such an order
isinthepublicinterest. Compliancereviewswill becoordinated nationally by provincia and
territorial securities regulators.

This legislation will, of course, Mr. Speaker, not direct or regulate the content of
credit ratings or the methodol ogies used to determine credit ratings because in order to be
credible, the credit rating organizations must be independent in the content of their ratings.
I might point out that part of the genesis of this kind of regulation lay in thefact that credit
rating organizationswere perhaps not asindependent of the entitiesbeing rated asthey ought
to have been and so there was some suggestion that their ratings were not, perhaps, as
objective as they could have been and, therefore, that this led in some part, directly or
indirectly, to the market turmoil that we've seen over thelast couple of years. Enacting a
harmonized framework in Nova Scotia will allow proposed national rules on credit rating
organizations to be implemented in Nova Scotia concurrent with other Canadian
jurisdictions.

There are a number of other amendments, which | can only call housekeeping
amendments, Mr. Speaker, ssimply some very small things to ensure consistency with
legislation in other Canadian jurisdictions. Amendmentsto Section 30 of the Securities Act
will clarify that a self-regulatory organization has authority over former members and
representatives and will clarify that the Nova Scotia Securities Commission can review and
approve any bylaw, rule, regulation, policy procedure, interpretation or practice of a
recognized self-regulatory organization.

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, | would just like to point out that this bill does not, of
course, haveanything to do at all with themovetoward asingle national securitiesregulator.
That is an initiative of the federal government which Nova Scotia supports. We have
indicated to the federal government that we support the move to a single regulator on five
conditions - which I’ vegone over previously inthe House and will not review now because
it’s not directly germane to the contents of this bill - but if the day comes where a national
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securitiesregulator isestablished and isfound by the Supreme Court of Canadato be lawful,
that in fact this House will no longer see securities regulation because it will be managed at
the national level for the whole country.

Until we get to that day, Mr. Speaker, whichif it happensis still anumber of years
away, it isthrough amendments such as these that we can ensure an efficient and effective
market for securitiesin Nova Scotia and in Canada. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings West.

MR. LEO GLAVINE: Mr. Speaker, | am pleased today to offer afew comments on
Bill No. 79. It has been well detailed by the minister in hisopening remarks. And as he did
say, the bill isintended to reflect the requirements of the International Financial Reporting
Standards being adopted by Canada. The idea here, of course, is to harmonize recording
standards right across the country, and provinces of course are falling in line to make that
goal realized.

The Nova Scotia Securities Act must be consistent with |FRS requirements being
adopted by the Canadian Accounting Standards Board for accounting standards for private
enterprises by January 1, 2011. Thebill alows for the government to develop regulations
for credit- rating organizations which will be consistent with the international community.
These regulations allow securities regul ators the power to make rules with respect to - and
there are anumber of areas - designating a credit- rating organization; conduct compliance
reviews of a credit-rating organization and require them to provide access to books,
information and documents; al so order a credit-rating organization to submit areview of its
practices and procedures where such an order isin the public interest.

The legidation will not direct or regulate the content of credit ratings or the
methodologiesused to determine credit ratings. These amendments arebeing enacted across
jurisdictions in our country.

Amendmentsto Clause 5, Section 30, should clarify authority over former members
withregardto self-regulatory organizations, and amendmentsto Section (3 A) should clarify
that the Nova Scotia Securities Commission can review and approve*“ . . . any by-law, rule,
regulation, policy, procedure, interpretation or practice of a recognized self-regulatory
organization.”

Mr. Speaker, | guess it would be important to point out that further details are to
come in regard to regulations and we'll see how they fit into the framework. These
amendments seem to allow for greater transparency and streamline processes and self-
regulatory functions. This is good in principle, however we will watch closely for the
regulations and | will look forward to this bill moving on to Law Amendments Committee.
Thank you.
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MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, member.

The honourable member for Inverness.

MR.ALLANMACMASTER: Mr. Speaker, we, withinthe Progressive Conservative
members on this side of the House, are in agreement with this legislation. There are three
points, as the honourable member has stated. The first is the international accounting
standards, reporting standards. It is something that is being driven by the accounting
industry. Thisis a good thing the world over.

Any time when we can have financial reporting by companies consistent around
theworld, it is good for a couple of reasons: one, because our world is global today, there
arealot of companiesthat are working with each other around the world and there are alot
of people who are investing in these companies. When they look at balance sheets and
operating statements, they need to know that there is some standard. If that standard is
consistent globally, then thereis confidence that what ison the paper isatrue representation
of what is happening with that company . They can beassured, if they aregoingtoinvestin
that company or deal with that company, that they are doing so in good faith and with alevel
of proper knowledge on what is going on.

[4:45 p.m.]

The second piece is on the credit agencies. Mr. Speaker, and this is also very
important. Most peoplein thisroom would have been affected by the downturn in the stock
market - our pension plans have been affected by it. One of the things that has caused this
was the real estate market in the United States, and what was happening was there were a
lot of people getting loansfor homes who could not afford those loans. In fact, they had a
termfor it, they called it NINJA loans because these people had no income, no jobs, and no
assets. Asyou can expect, the effect of giving peopleloanswho could not affordto pay them
had a devastating affect on the U.S. economy, created a housing bubble, and the rating
agenciesplayed arolein that. Sadly, they were stamping good quality ratings on companies
who had assets that were very weak.

Wehear about theterm* asset-backed securities’ and thiswasacasewherebad | oans
were mixed inwith afew good ones and because the company that was fronting these asset-
backed securities had a good reputable name, the rating agencies turned ablind eye to what
was in those securities and gave them a good-quality rating. People invested in them and
then eventually the housing market went flat and these securitiesweren’t worthwhat people
thought they were; infact, they were much morerisky. Thislegislationisgoingto help bring
greater accountability for those rating agencies so that doesn’t happen again, and we
recognize the value in that.
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The third component gives the Securities Commission jurisdiction over the
organizations in this country that regulate the invesment advisers. This is of great
importance because many peoplein this province - maost people - rely on advisersto ensure
that the decisions they make around their finances bring them healthy outcomes. Probably
the main mode of savings for people in this province is for their retirement and for their
retirement income.

Thislegidation is good because it can give confidence to investors that the people
they are dealing with are reputable and it allows the commission to go back to ook at the
actions of former licensed advisers to ensure that those people are held accountable. If
they’ re not held accountable, what confidence can we have in thisimportant industry? | do
think theindustry would al so wel come these changes because anything that’ sdoneto ensure
integrity for investorsis of value to them because it brings respect and trust in the industry.
At the end of the day, everybody wants to see people who make investments have positive
experiences.

Withthat, | will conclude my remarks and summarize by saying that the Progressive
Conservative members of this House will be supporting this bill.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Halifax Chebucto.

MR. HOWARD EPSTEIN: Mr. Speaker, this bill must be challenging for al of us
here. It represents a very specialized area of law and public policy. It's an area that’s
complicated and, | think, it’ sone of no littleimportance- nonetheless, it’ san areathat many
of uswill not have direct knowledge of. | certainly don’t put myself forward as any expert
in this area of the law or public policy, but what little | do know I’m happy to try to share
with members in the House.

| think what we might do is start with trying to understand something of the context
within which this bill arises. Thisis a series of amendments to the Securities Act. In Nova
Scotia, we do get to regul ate securities, but we should understand how they play out in the
array of financial institutions that are part of the makeup of the nation’s institutions of
economic activity.

Thetraditional analysis, of course, of thefinancial sector istorecognizeitashaving
what have often been called “four pillars.” The four pillars are banks or credit unions; they
are trust or - as they’re sometimes known in the United States - savings and loans
companies; then there are insurance companies; and, finally, there are securities agencies.
Those four pillars were traditionally recommended by analysts to be kept separate. In
Canadawe' ve actually seen some merging of those different functions. We know banks are
quite interested in getting into insurance, they’ve already been able to take over trust
companies, and to a certain extent, of course, the major banks also own various securities
companies.
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There sbeen quitean evolution inthe nation of thesetraditional four pillars. They’re
not separate as they once were, or not quite so separate as they once were. If one reads
Canadian texts of acertain era- my erawhen | first learned about this - there was always a
drawing in the textbook which showed four Doric pillars holding up theroof of the building.
The idea was that the financia affairs of the nation would be solid and secure and well-
supported so long as the four pillars were kept separate and independent and healthy.

Well, policy has evolved and there have been these mergers, but we still have a
seriousinterest in making sure the different functions - these institutions, these pillars - are
kept healthy. What we' re dealing with here, the Securities Act, amendmentsto it, hasto do
with the securities agencies. Not with banking, not with credit unions, not with trusts, not
with insurance, but focused exclusively on thisinstitution having to do with securities.

This, at the moment, is aprovincia function. Members will no doubt be aware that
the federal government has expressed some interest in the possibility of acomplete merger
of the securities commissions and the securities exchanges that exist in different provinces
in the country, and they’ve expressed some interest in the possibility of taking over
regulation of securities from the provincesif it turned out that there were to be one national
entity. A committee that was chaired, interestingly enough, by Purdy Crawford - now an
eminent and well-respected man of business affairs originaly from Nova Scotia -
recommended that there be movement in that direction. But asthe honourable minister said,
it"s not clear whether thiswill actually happen and if it does, it may well not hgppen for a
number of years.

Asweknow, thereis someresistance on the part of some provinceswhich havetheir
own securities commissions. Not all provinces are opposed to it. We have a securities
commission in Nova Scotia. We don’t have as active trading here as there is in Toronto
under the Toronto Stock Exchange or in Montreal in the Montrea Stock Exchange or in
Vancouver whereit’ sgenerally seen as one of the junior stock exchanges, but an active one
nonethel ess.

Those provincesthat do have active stock exchanges and along tradition of having
their own regulation of securities activities are expressing some resistance to Purdy
Crawford' s suggestion. We will see. We will see how that evolves, but even if it wereto be
the case that at some point there were one national regulator and one national securities
exchange commission, therewould probably still be someresidual functioninour province.

Evenif there weren't, until we get to the point, if we ever do, of seeing one national
regulator, we have to be up to datein our Securities Act. That’ swhat this bill isabout. This
bill is about making certain amendments to our Securities Act, which provides the
framework for our activities when it comes to securities. Mr. Speaker, | think you will be
aware that there are a number of companies that are incorporated in Nova Scotia and that
carry on their businesses here and that are registered here.
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There are traders in securities here - that is, people buy and sell certain shares in
these companies through agents. There has to be a legd framework in order to properly
regulate what it is that goes on when it comes to the issuance of shares when a company
originally goes public and avariety of transactions.

It's quite fascinating to read the existing Securities Act and see what its declared
purpose is. The declared purpose of the Statute as it stands right now is“ . . . to provide
investors with protection from practices and activities that tend to undermine investor
confidencein the fairness and efficiency of capital markets.” Alsoit goesontosay, “. .. an
adequate level of investor protection, to foster the process of capital formation.”

Now, Mr. Speaker, | find those words quite interesting. It’ srare in a Statute, in this
province or virtually any other, in which you will find such a clear language about the
process of the dynamics of the economy - cepital formation. In other words, how isit that
poolsof money areto come forward and be employed productively in our economy. One of
the waysin which that happensis through incorporating companies and to some extent, of
course, we should think of the Securities Act as a companion piece of legislation for the
CompaniesAct, whichprovidesfor themethod of incorporation of companies so that people
don’t do business simply as one person or as partners but, in fact, as an incorporated
company with shares.

That’ swhat the Companies Act isall about and the Securities Act hasto do withthe
process whereby these companies - once incorporated with shares and with shareholders -
go public, that isin which they actually take on more than one or two shareholders because
this is seen as a necessary process so that we can carry on the dynamics of a modern
economy.

If welook at what the Act does at the moment, there areawhol e variety of activities
that are set out that are regulated by the Securities Act. Sellers of securities- that isbrokers-
areregulated. They’ reregulated in the sensethat they have to be educated appropriately and
licensed in order to carry on the business of acting as sellers of securities. They’ re subject
todiscipline. Infact, | don’t know if you saw today’ s pressre eases, but therewasintoday’s
pressrel eases, there was one from the Nova Scotia Securities Commission inwhich adeal er
in securities was disciplined because he had violated the rules that arein place and thiswas
seen as being a detriment to the public. The individual in question was fined, | think
$12,5000, had to pay coststo theinvestigation, and was banned for twoyearsfrom, | think,
owning sharesin any public company in Nova Scotia. So there’ s a serious apparatus there
to oversee the actions of people who are brokers and it’s al for the purpose of providing
investorswith protection, whichiswhat the preamble and purpose section of the Statute said.

Other aspects of the Act have to do with transactions involving the sale and there's
afancy word, hypothecation, of shares. So if you want to put up your shares ascollateral in
some financial transaction, a part of the Securities Act has to do with how sales of shares
take place and how you can put them up as collateral.
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There are particular rulesin the Securities Act that have to do with IPOs. An IPO,
Mr. Speaker, isan Initial Public Offering. That’s when a company, which might be owned
closely and privately by afew people, decideto offer their sharesto the public for apotential
purchase. That’s known as an IPO. That’s the first time that a company goes to the public
and says we are interested in selling our shares to the public and there are special rules
around what should beinthe prospectus. The prospectusisthe statement that describeswhat
the business is going to do, who ownsiit, what the parameters of the company are to be, its
objectivesand so on. There are special rules around the prospectus and other things having
to do with the PO that are necessary to be in place before trading can take place.

Our Securities Act al'so provides for investigations. Our Securities Commission has
quite wide powersto investigate companiesthat are involved in the publictrading of shares
or that, in fact, offer shares to the general public. There's aninteresting test, Mr. Speaker,
inthelanguage of the Statuteright now, because anyonewho’ san advisor to the publicwhen
it comes to buying and sdling of shares. They may not be someone who owns sharesin a
company, but they may befinancial advisors. They are obligated, under Section 39(a) to act
fairly, honestly and in good faith. That’s the language of the Statute right now. That's a
positive obligation put upon people who are setting themselves out as financial advisers or
as brokers.

[5:00 p.m/]

Furthermore, the Act, in asubsequent section, Section 44(a), definesunfair practices.
It talks about things are specifically unfair practicesthat might get abroker introuble, unfair
pressurefor example, or taking advantage of theincapacity or lack of knowledge of aclient,
or imposing terms that are manifestly inequitable.

Now these are interesting standards, this is wide language, but these are high
standards that areimposed by our Securities Act on those who trade in stocks or who advise
people who might be thinking of buying stocks. As | said earlier on, this is an area of
specialization, but even though the practice of it might be in the area of specialization and
even though the law around it might be an area of specialization, there are many members
of the public who buy and sell stocks, who go to financid advisors and ask for their advice,
so it's important that we keep our Act up-to-date, that we have the high standards
incorporated in this Statute that are necessary to foster public confidence, in the purpose
words of the Statute, and to hel p capital accumulation so that the economic enterprise of our
province can go forward.

There are other specific sections of the Statute that are quite fascinating. There can
be no representations about the future value of the security. Well, that’s a good thing. In
other words, they can’t tell you that this stock is going to go up; they’ re not supposed to say
that. If someone doesthat, they'rein adifferent line of business, they’ re not in the business
of selling stock.
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The Statute regulates margin selling and purchases. Margin selling is buying and
selling when you don’t have the money to do it or you don’t own the shares - putsand calls.
An interesting thing, dangerous, don’t do it, but the Statute regulatesit. Y ou have to make
owners of companies principals, that is the people who are the main actors in companies
where there are publicly-traded shares - they have to make certain declarations about
whether they have short positions. A short position is when they are making a bet on the
market that their own stock is going to go down, just the kind of thing we saw with some of
the financial institutions in the United States. That is regulated right here in our Securities
Act and so it should be.

Takeover bids, insider trading, misrepresentations, the obligation to make disclosure
of material facts, all of those are provided for in our Statute right now and that’s a good
thing.

What isit that we are seeing inthe amendmentsthat are proposed today? What we' re
seeing, Mr. Speaker, is a strengthening of this array of offerings to the public in which we
try to structure our province' sfinancial institution that keeps an eye on the public trading of
stocks here. The nature of the improvements that we're engaged with is a series of
improvementsthat arecommonly being adopted around the nation and internationally. These
have to do with the nature of reporting of financial information.

In other words, there has been some general agreement, internationally, that the kind
of financial information that should be available and reported back by some of these
companies as regulated by securities acts, should be put into acommon and understandable
form that provides the kind of transparency that is necessary to undermine the capital
formation that we want to see and the investor confidence that we also want see.

Mr. Speaker, we' ve already heard from the honourable minister the details about
what it is that the amendments are. | don’t want to speak again to those, | endorse them
entirely, | endorse the bill. | certainly am going to support it, | just wanted to offer a few
comments that would give a little bit of context to the bill so that we could all try to
understand the nature of the financial apparatusthat we are dealing with and that thishill so
admirably supports. Thank you very much for the opportunity.

MR. SPEAKER: If | recognize the minister it will be to close the debate.
The honourable Minister of Finance.

HON. GRAHAM STEELE: Mr. Speaker, | would liketo thank all membersfor their
interventions, particularly the member for Halifax Chebucto, a very clear and succinct
exposition of how the Securities Act worksin Nova Scotia. With that, | would move second
reading of Bill No. 79.
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MR. SPEAKER: The motion is for second reading of Bill No. 79. Would all those
in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motion is carried.

Ordered that this bill be referred to the Committee on Law Amendments.
The honourable Deputy Government House Leader.

MR. DAVID WILSON: Mr. Speaker, would you please call Bill No. 81.
Bill No. 81 - Oak Island Treasure Act.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Natural Resources.

HON. JOHN MACDONELL: Mr. Speaker, I'mreally pleased to be able to stand in
support of Bill No. 81, repeal of the Treasure Trove Act, the creation of the Oak Island
Treasure Act, and changes to the Special Places Protection Act.

This legislation ensures that underwater cultural resources will be protected as
heritage objects for the benefit of all NovaScotians. Asaresult of thishill, treasure hunting
for commercial purposes - with the exception of that conducted on Oak Island - will cease
on January 1, 2011.

The Treasure Trove Act was enacted in 1954 to govern treasure-hunting activities
on Oak Island but was never intended to determine how all of Nova Scotia smarine heritage
was managed.

People don’t want treasure-hunting activitiesin our province. Hereis a sampling of
what they’ re saying. John Wesley ChisholmisaHdifax diver and noted television producer
who works for National Geographic, no less, and when travelling the globe, Mr. Chisholm
admits he is ashamed of the way Nova Scotia is treating its marine artifacts. He told the
mediawhen we announcedthis, “| wasalwayskind of embarrassedin my travelsaround the
rest of the world that the rest of the world takes such good care of their . . . marine cultural
heritageandwedidn’tin Nova Scotia.” Mr. Chisholm has been clamoring for changesto the
treasure-hunting regulations for years and is thrilled this government is doing what Nova
Scotians want.

Darryl Kelman, president of the Nova Scotia Archaeology Society, was quoted as
saying, “The proposed changes to the law bring the province in line with the rest of the
country and the Western world.”
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Another Nova Scotian who is unhappy with treasure hunting in our province isthe
member for Dartmouth East. Even the member for Dartmouth East and | agree on this and
he is supportive of the bill.

Nova Scotians are unhappy that the current policy allowsthosewho exploreto keep
90 per cent of their finds and this doesn’'t happen anywhere else in our country. Nova
Scotia’' s regulations will now be in line with other jurisdictions in Canada and reflect the
United Nations preferred approach to marine heritage preservation.

We will now focus on research and recovery of heritage objects following
archaeological best practices. Asfor the Oak Island Treasure Act, it will regulate treasure-
hunting activities carried out on the island. This government appreciates the long history,
richin tradition of treasure hunting in this areaand is respectful of the original intention of
permitting and regulating treasure hunting on the island. Changes to treasure-hunting
regulations that we're making will help ensure that Nova Scotia's marine heritage is
preserved for future generations of Nova Scotia families.

Thisisn’t about money and chests full of gold coins buried at the bottom of the sea.
WEe're not making these changes to generate revenue and profit for the government from
hidden piecesof our past. Thisisabout protecting what isours - our historic artifactsand our
history.

Mr. Speaker, I’ m expecting that my colleague, the Minister of Tourism, Cultureand
Heritage, will also have afew words on this bill. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Digby-Annapolis.

MR. HAROLD THERIAULT: Mr. Speaker, we too as a Party agree with this bill
somewhat, but | myself find it quite confusing and | will tell you why. | mean, it'sabill; it
has been introduced in legidation to repeal the Treasure Trove Act, amend the Special
Places Protection Act, and create an Oak |sland Treasure Act. Now, that satement’s quite
confusing in itself.

Another statement that confuses me is “ownership of Nova Scotia’ s underwater
cultural and heritage resources will be more secure,” according to the government -
underwater. Now, keep that in mind - underwater - because I’ m going totell you about some
shipwrecks around this shore that aren’t underwater. Over the years these shipwrecks and
the treasures aboard them have come ashore. I'll tell you why, because I’m quite an avid
beachcomber. | love beachcombing. I'm like Forrest Gump’s mother - she said, lifeislike
a box of chocolates: you never know what you're going to get. Well, when you go
beachcombing, you never know what you’ re going to get. | always think of Forrest Gump
when | walk on the beach. (Interruptions) A relic himself.
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But | want to talk about what comes up on the beaches, and there are things that
come up on the beaches from these boats and things. |, myself, here afew years back found
apiece of wood stuck in the sand and rocks. | thought it was steel. | thought it was metal to
begin with, but | dug it out and | took it home and dried it out. | planed this piece of wood
down. It was so heavy | thought it was lignum vitae at first, but | found out - a professional
person told meit’snot lignumvitae. It wasan African redwood, African iron redwood, that
was put into boats 200 to 300 years ago somewhere in Africa. | found this on Digby Neck
downin Petit Passage. So thereis probably lots more stuff thereif you want to go dig around
that beach alittle, and alot of people dig around the beaches.

I’ll tell you another story about some treasure. Back during the war - and this house
till stands down on Digby Neck - there was a ship that came from the U.K. She was a
Merchant Marine ship, and below Brier Island she was blown up with atorpedo from a
submarine. About a week or two later a body was found on the beach and they believed it
came out of this boat. There was a moneybelt on this body. That was quite alittle treasure,
and it wasin pounds because that boat was coming to pick up supplies somewhere upinthe
Bay of Fundy - | don’t believe Digby, but | believe probably Saint John. So this person who
found this, he reported the body. | don’t know if he reported the money or not, but he got
enough money out of that moneybelt to build himsdf ahomewhich still stands down there
today. So that was quite atreasure that he found on the beach. Do you leaveit or do you take
it? On the beach, not underwater.

| mean, | could go on all day here about fishing boats bringing up stuff - cannons,
anchors. | see them dl over the place - the fishing boats bringing up these artifacts. There
are anchors down on Digby Neck 200 or 300 years old. The old anchors had the wooden
stocks in them. They put new wooden stocks in them and they’ ve got them propped up on
their lawns, around parks - cannons too. Are these being protected? Are these going to be
protected? They’ re not underwater anymore. Are the fishermen going to continue to bring
these in or are they going to be afraid to bring this stuff in now and just drop it? Or is it
going to create a black market? Will this create a black market, making anything that you
take care of and hide away - it makesit more valuable. So maybeit will create abigger black
market.

[5:15 p.m.]

I’mjust playing devil’ sadvocate here because | know that this stuff goeson and how
much greater will it go on by doing this? I’'m not saying that I’'m going - maybe if | find
another piece of African ironwood on the beach, | don’t know whether I’ [l bring it home or
not, or should | bring it home? (Interruption)

But it wasn’t underwater. Remember the underwater. This is what is being stated
here, underwater. A lot of this comes ashore. I’ve lobster fished all my life around the
shores, 100-pound, 150-pound steel wirelobster trap out of 90 feet of water, 15-fathom deep,
storm big enough to bring that wire trap ashore up into the woods. I’ ve seen that so there’'s
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probably lots of treasure out of these things. Those ships hit the rocks, they were shallower
than 90-feet of water, they all hit the rocks there somewhere.

The seas have brought this stuff up into the woods. So are we going to create a lot
of treasure hunters up into the shores, away from the waters? I’'m just playing devil’s
advocate here, but thisis the stuff that | see that may happen.

Anyway, | won’t go on anymore about that, but these are just afew things that I'm
confused about. | look forward to this going to the Law Amendments Committee because
| believe there will be some peoplein there telling us that we' retrying to comein linewith
the rest of Canada. But there are alot of provincesin thiscountry, such as out in the Great
L akes, that they don’t have to deal with the Atlantic Ocean. It sadifferent place, that’ s for
sure. Probably alot of this stuff will belost forever and how can you have atreasure if you
don’t even know what was there? How can you call atreasure - there was an old boat sunk
there, how do we know there’s any treasure?

Therearelots of questions about it so probably inthe Law Amendments Committee
we may hear from some people who maybe can fill usin some more on this. I look forward
to hearing from the Minister of Tourism, Culture and Heritage whether the bill is going to
be changed some about underwater, on the beach or ontheland, whatever. Withthat I' | take
my place. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Inverness.

MR. ALLAN MACMASTER: We understand the value of safeguarding items of
cultural significance for Nova Scotia and the intent of this bill is to do that. We do want to
see what those exploring for treasure and what those who are promoting the cultural value
of this preservation of what is found to have a say on this bill when it movesforward to the
Law Amendments Committee.

Some treasure explorers have sated that they do respect the cultural significance of
the finds that they have been finding and are happy to turn over to the province for the
greater good of the people of the province. | am pleased to see what appears to be some
special recognition for Oak Island and the people who have been trying to unlock the
mystery behind that island. Thisis afascinating story. | think it is one of the top 10 stories
in our province that can be told in the history of our province. If anybody has ever picked
up acopy of R.V. Harris' book on Oak Island, that is your sourceto read. Everybody inthis
room, it’sworth aread, because again I’ ll state | think it’s one of thetop 10 storiesin this
province.

It swell-known but | don’t think we fully appreciated the valueof it here. Thevalue
of the story may, in fact, be worth more than the treasure. If you go into Mr. Harris' book,
whichwaswritten, | believe, back in the 1950s - it might even havebeen in the 1940s, it has
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been afew yearsnow sincel'veread it. But if you go back to that book, you'll seetha it’'s
avery strange story.

It was first discovered by people who were passing by the island and they noticed
something hanging from atree. Upon further inspection they decided to start digging, there
seemed to be somekind of apit there. Thereare markersall over theisland, even away from
the supposed treasure site. When they did look in the shaft they started finding various
things. The further they went within the shaft, they would find things like materials that
resembled coconut husks. It appeared to be man-made and it appeared to be materials
coming from placesfar away from Nova Scotia.

| even hadthe benefitanumber of yearsback of seeing some chains, some metal, that
was found in the shaft. That metal was sent away for investigation and the composition of
the metal was deemed to be from foundries that would have used formulas to make that
metal that would have been hundreds of years old.

| have had the benefit of meeting with Dan Blankenship, whois still living and who
has spent years searching for thistreasure. In fact, Mr. Speaker, even within the past year |
happened to be taking a nice, scenic drive down the South Shore - because as we all know
it isone of the nicer areas of our province to visit.

MR. KEITH BAIN: Next to the Cabot Trail.

MR. MACMASTER: My colleague, as he so aptly corrects me, next to the Cabot
Trail, but it has been recognized. The Cabot Trail has been recognized, that’s right, Mr.
Speaker, | believe it has been recognized this year by a motorcycle publication that stated
it was the finest drive in the world for a motorcycle, or at least in North America.

| guessto get back to Mr. Blankenship, | aimost didn’t go on his property that day
because there were signs up that said, do not trespass, but it was not long after my election
and | was familiar with traversing such places during the election campaign so | was brave
and decided, well, what the heck, I’'m going to go up there anyway, and | did so. Mr.
Blankenship was very kind and | met with him and his wife. He was very kind and he
brought me down to look at some of the things he has uncovered over the years. He has
dedicated a good portion of hislife to trying to find this treasure. He started, | think, back
in the 1960's. In fact, he amost died in one of the shafts he was drilling but he was pulled
to the surfece.

This man has had very hands-on experience. His story and the story of Oak Island
was once covered in National Geographic Magazine. The people at National Geographic
commented that of all the stories they’ ve every covered in that very prestigious and well-
known magazine, well-known around theworld, that story on Oak Island was the one they
had received the most inquiries about.
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There sgreat publicinterest in this story and it iswhy | say there’ s an opportunity
here, Mr. Speaker, for government to do something with this story and maybe be supportive
of the community down thereand Mr. Blankenship to some day tell thisstory. | think there’s
even great potential, possibly, to do amovie about this story. It obviously wouldn’t be the
government doing that, but there isa story that can be told. The nice thing about it is there
is so much mystery here that it leaves it open to interpretation. Of courseif something like
that happened, Mr. Speaker, that would aso help with the telling of the story from atourist
perspective, from avisitor perspective.

| am pleased to see that the government appears to be - and we re going to discuss
this more, obvioudy - the government appears to be recognizing Mr. Blankenship and is
trying to protect him from any changes. Certainly the legislation is not out to hurt anybody.
If anything, it is out as a good thing to protect cultural significance in this province. | am
gladto seethereissomerecognition of Mr. Blankenship’ seffortsto recover thistreasureand
the investment that he has madeinit will not belost. | am sure that in this day and age that
he would be more than happy to - | wouldn’t want to speak for him - but | am sure that he
would be more than happy to be co-operative with government to ensure that any activity
is done in a respectful manner and that it does not inadvertently destroy any cultural
significance on Oak Island.

| did meet a couple of people over the years, in fact one this summer in Port Hood
during Chestico Days. It was before the boat parade so | was of sound mind, | had good
perspective. Thisgentleman - actually heworksin Halifax here, | won’t say any more about
him, just out of respect for his privacy - he believes that the changes proposed are a good
thing. He has alot of interest and involvement in cultural significance in the province and
he made some good points to me that made good sense in this matter. | also know John
Wesley Chisholm, that the honourable member had referenced aswell. We do ook forward
to speaking further on this matter during third reading and thank you for the opportunity to
comment upon it today.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Lunenburg West.

MR. GARY RAMEY : Mr. Speaker, I'm pleased to rise today to speak on the repeal
of the Treasure Trove Act, an antiquated and dated piece of |egisation and its replacement
by Bill No. 81, the Oak Island Treasure Act.

Our government opted for the repeal of the current Act only after reviewing the
lengthy and comprehensive Blackstone Report that came out in a 2005 study prior to our
government taking office. Thisreport focused on a number of critical areas, including how
toimprove protecting underwater cultural heritage, apotential need for institutional change
and possible legal ramifications. This report as noted was lengthy, it was detailed, it was
thorough and literally hundreds of individuals and stakeholders were consulted, many of
themexpertsinthefield of marinearchaeol ogy. Theauthorsof thereport also examined how
the science related to underwater assets is conducted in other jurisdictions. The
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overwhelming message emanating from the report was that Nova Scotia has to make
protecting our underwater cultural heritage amajor priority.

Tofurther emphasizewhy our government feel srepealing thecurrent Treasure Trove
Act and enacting amore comprehensive, well-bal anced pi eceof |egisl ation to safe-guard our
marinearchaeological heritageissoimportant, | wishtoreferencean article, which appeared
inthe March 17, 2004 edition of the Halifax ChronicleHerald in section A3 that related the
discovery of a wreck of a French vessel, the Auguste de Bordeaux, which sank in a
November stormin Aspy Bay is off Cape Breton Island. | know my colleagues from Cape
Breton know where Aspy Bay. With your indulgence, I’ d like to read an excerpt from what
was reported in the provincial paper of the day. It said this:

A group of investors from Syracuse are helping raise a 242-year-old
shipwreck off the northern coast of NovaScotia, afind that hasyielded gold
and silver coins, jewelry and silverware. More importantly, says Norman
Miles, adramatic episode in North American history is being fleshed out.

Our duty is to teach the world what happened there, Miles said, and aswe
teach the world, this collection will grow in value, because it will become
sought after by those that have an interest in thistime and place in history.

The sinking of the Auguste de Bordeaux during a vicious November storm
in 1761 was the starting point for one survivor’ s remarkable journey.

And thisisremarkable, listen to this:

St. Luc delaCorne, a French military hero and one of the wealthiest menin
Canada, was one of only seven peopleto survivethewreck that claimed 114
lives. Hethen walked hundreds of kilometres during theworst of winter back
to Quebec City. In other words, he walked from Aspy Bay to Quebec City
in the winter.

La Corne's story and that of Auguste Expedition LLC’s efforts to recover
artifacts from the shipwreck will be told in a documentary this week on
National Geographic Channel. So it was made into a documentary as well.

The Auguste de Bordeaux, awooden salling ship built in 1747 and 1748 in
Francewascarrying 121 passengersfrom Quebec to France. The passengers,
many of whom were rich, were being deported after France lost the Seven
Y earsWar to Great Britain. Among them waslaCorne - awealthy fur trader.
Histwo sons, his brother and two nephews perished when the ship sank. But
laCorne managed to get to shore. Hisjournal, which recounts the wreck and
his trek through the wilderness afterwards, survives to tell his story. From
Aspy Bay where the Auguste sank, divers are adding artifacts to the story.
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Among other treasures, they havefoundsilverware bearing laCorne’ sornate
coat of arms.

[5:30 p.m.]

After saying all that, this last line is the most important line in the story. It says
simply this - and thisisthelast line of the story that wasin The ChronicleHerald on March
17, 2004:

The government of Nova Scotiais entitled to some of the treasure, but most
will remain the property of the expedition.

Itisthelast line of thisarticle, as| have pointed out, that issgnificantin thisdebate,
and that lineagain, just in case we missed it here, is:

The government of Nova Scotiais entitled to some of the treasure, but most
will remain the property of the expedition.

What was taken from the wreck of the Auguste de Bordeaux was an important part
of our history and an equally important part of our heritage. Such practices cannot be
allowed to continue. Our government will not allow thisto happen again, and that iswhy in
July of this year our government announced its intention to do away with the antiquated
Treasure Trove Act. That's why today we're introducing Bill No. 81, the Oak Island
Treasure Adt, to replaceit.

The previous Act had allowed treasure hunters to actively look for treasure on land
and underwater in our province, but more importantly, and | would add, misguidedly, it
allowed these hunters to keep 90 per cent of what they found. Y ou will recall thearticlel
read previously from the March 17, 2004 edition of The ChronicleHerald and the line that
stated “ The government of Nova Scotia is entitled to some of the treasure, but most will
remainthe property of the expedition.” Some of thetreasure kept by the province amounted
to 10 per cent. That’ sright, 10 per cent. To put it another way, we were squandering, literaly
giving away, our heritage. | think the honourable minister mentioned this earlier, and I'll
mention it again. Darryl Kelman, the president of the Nova Scotia Archaeol ogy Society, so
aptly stated, “ The proposed changesto thelaw bring the provincein line with therest of the
country and the Western world.”

| submit to you that thisis not a bad place to be: in line with the rest of Canada and
inlinewith therest of the Western world. Again, referring to the Blackstone Report, one of
the options proposed was compl etely doing away with the Treasure Trove Act. Wisely, this
was the course of action taken by our government. It was also the course of action
recommended by V oluntary Planning in areport back in 2006. ThisAct hasdefinitdy passed
its best-before date, in my opinion. The report’ swriters concluded that “ Nova Scotia needs
to make managing itsunderwater cultural heritage more of apriority,” and further noted that
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“Doing away with the act . . . reflect(s) an approach much more consistent with UNESCO
(and) . . . presents little risk of interference with the sovereign immunity clams of other
countries.”

Nova Scotia has much to learn from other jurisdictions which have given
significantly greater weight to their underwater assets and cultural heritage. The report
recommended that afull-time provincial marine archaeol ogist be hired and that recreational
divers should be schooled regarding marine archaeology and encouraged to search for
underwater cultural heritage artifacts.

The report on which this new legislation is based went on to explain that continued
unauthorized treasure hunting could be minimized and indeed eliminated by good laws,
policies, operational structures, and appropriate levels of funding. Under the new bill,
anyone caught removing artifacts without a heritage research permit can be sanctioned with
a fine. Our government realized that simply quashing treasure hunting isn’t going to, in
itself, better address protecting our underwater cultural heritage. Rather, what' snow needed
is a coordinated and systematic approach to improve marine archaeology in the province,
both in the public and the private sectors.

The good newsisthat thisis aready happening to a degree. For example, the Nova
Scotia Archaeology Society held itsfirst course in marine archaeol ogy this past June with
more than adozen people, many of them scuba divers, participating. Other groups, like the
Gorsebrook Institute at Saint Mary’s University, have also taken an active interest in this
area, hosting a symposium earlier this year in which they examined the socio-economic
impacts of treasure hunting in the province.

Mr. Rob Rondeau, amarine archaeol ogist who livesin my part of the province, the
beautiful South Shore, feelsthat the lack of involvement by academiain thisimportant area
has al so been a problem. Not long ago he said that despite the fact that Nova Scotia has one
of the richest marine histories in the world, no university here offers a degree in marine
archeology. He also feds all Nova Scotians - and | agree with him - should be better
educated about their underwater cul tural heritage. | couldn’ t agreemore. What wearetalking
about hereisour culture, it isour heritage, it isour past and it isarich and beautiful one.

Mr. Speaker, repealing the archaic Treasure Trove Act will help us preserve what is
rightfully the birthright of all Nova Scotians. That iswhy our government isrepealing it and
introducing Bill No. 81. Unlike previous governments, our government understands that
Nova Scotians do not want priceless pieces of their coastal higory pilfered away and sold
on the world market. Our government will not stand by and let treasure troving rest in the
hands of the private sector. History has shown that the private sector’ sprimary interest isthe
revenue generated by selling pieces of our higory. Artifacts and materials located by the
private sector may never be seen by any Nova Scotian or never be viewed by them.
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MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. There seemsto be alot of chatter in the Chamber
tonight so | was wondering if those members would take that outside right now.

The honourable member for Lunenburg West has the floor.

MR. RAMEY : Thank you, Mr. Speaker. So our government consulted sakeholders
from the salvage industry as well as privateindividuals, those from government, and those
with a special interest in our cultural heritage. Thisis how we have arrived at the place
where we find ourselves today.

Mr. Speaker, in summary, this Premier, this minister and this government are
showing genuine leadership by bringing Nova Scotia s approach to protecting marine
heritage into line with other Canadian jurisdictions and indeed, as stated earlier, thoseinthe
Western world. We have been the only province in Canada to allow treasure hunting. By
implementing this change, our province will reflect the United Nations preferred approach
to marine heritage preservation.

Mr. Speaker, our province is working on developing options for enhancing marine
archeological protection and understanding. Our focus will be on research and recovery of
treasurefollowingarcheological best practices. The Treasure Trove Act was never intended
to determine how all Nova Scotians' marine heritage was managed and this government is
showing theleadership necessary by acting on the recommendationsfrom thetask force and
the Blackstonereport. Today we are taking a giant step toward preserving the birthright of
all Nova Scotiansand I’ mvery proud to be ableto speak on thishill. | thank the minister and
the government for their very aggressive action in this area.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Dartmouth East.

MR. ANDREW Y OUNGER: Mr. Speaker, the Minister of Community Servicesis
very eager to get up to speak on thisbill so I’'ll try not to speak too long.

First of all, | want to thank the two ministersfor bringing inthisbill. I think thisis
an important move in the preservation of the underwater cultural artifacts in Nova Scotia
and, indeed, it doesbringusin linewith other provincesand I’ m very happy to seethiscome
forward. Indeed, this is something that, in fact, some people may be fully aware that the
UNESCO Convention on the Protection of the Underwater Cultural Heritage was first
ratified in 2001. | had the privilege to be a student of Dr. Elizabeth Mann Borgese at the
time, who isone of the leading authorities of the Law of the Sea Convention, and | worked
with her on the development of this convention.

It cameinto force January 2, 2009, when Canadaratified it and it hasbeen alittle bit
of an embarrassment that Nova Scotia was, until obviously this comesinto force, the only
province that had not ratified it or taken the action necessary to be a signatory to it. It's
worth noting that, of course, while we can make jokes about the fact that for Saskatchewan
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or Alberta, probably it didn’t take much to change the rules to protect underwater artifacts,
it is significant in places such as the Great Lakes where they have some of our great
underwater artifacts, but also up North, we often forget about some of the underwater
archeology up North, as well as on the West Coast.

| know thereare anumber of people who want to speak so there are just afew issues
| wanted to talk about. One of the things that we’ ve heard come out, well, you know, thisis
terrible, it’ s going to mean the artifacts sit on the bottom of the ocean. Well, we really need
to examine that because at the moment many of the bits of treasure, or so-called treasure,
that are collectedend upinvaultsin private collectors’ homes. I’ m not surethat’ sany better.
In fact, the convention has a number of principles on state co-operation and so forth and the
UNESCO convention on thisissue has four basic principles.

Oneisthat you preserve your underwater cultural heritage. The second one is that
whileit is preferred that you leave it on site and don't disturb it, there are provisions for
having it in universities or for example, Saint Mary’ s University, which has an archeology
program may wish to undertake activities. | know that there are actually private companies
in Nova Scotia, such as Cultural Resource Management, that do not sell the treasure, but do
get grants and support to go out and look at cultural resources.

Themainfeature of the UNESCO convention wasthat therewoul d be nocommercial
exploitation of underwater cultural heritage resources. That’s what makes the bill that the
minister has brought forward so important. That’s what this getsrid of. This doesn’t mean
that diverslike myself - the Minister of Fisheriesand Aquacultureisalso ascubadiver - that
we can’t go out and look at wrecks and so forth. That’s not what it means a all. What it
means is that those wrecks will be there.

I can tell you that, for example, having dove many times on the wreck of the S.S.
Atlantic, every timeyou go thereit seems that more of the champagne bottles are gone. It
used to be afamous place to go dive and see the champagne bottles still sitting there on the
bottom. They are long since gone now. Granted, our sea sates are such that some of them
arenaturally destroyed, and I’ m fully willing to admit that, but I’ m al so aware that many of
them have been taken and sit on the shelves of homes when it would be much better for us
to be able to appreci ate that in the Maritime Museum or perhaps amuseum in Terence Bay.
There are local museums all over this province that could benefit.

We need only look at L ouisbourg in Cape Breton West, where Louisbourg Harbour
is actually protected federally in this manner. It goes through ups and downs but there are
upsand downsrelated to the tourismindustry, related to diving, and diversgo in and actually
look at the wrecks, the cannons are still there and many of those artifacts. It's extremely
important. Thefact is, we need to make sure our cultural resourcesarenot irretrievably lost.
Once they’re lost we don’t get them back.
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It's worth noting also that the United Nations has created a capacity building
program around this convention, which actually - onceyou havethelawsin placethat allow
appropriate protection of our cultural resources, in fact, it opens you up to grants from the
United Nations for cultural exploration in the underwater resources. This convention is
internationally recognized astheleading guidelinefor activitiesrelated to heritage. I’ mvery
pleased in that respect to see this come forward.

| would beremissif | didn't recognizethefact there have beenalot of organizations
and groupsthat havelobbied for thisover theyears. | know John Wesley Chisholm, whowas
at the minister’'s press conference the other day, Cultural Resource Management,
Shubenacadie Canal Commission was one of the groups that had lobbied for the repeal of
the Treasure Trove Act, there are many, many more and if | tried and list them all, I'd
absolutely forget some. If | recall correctly, the Lighthouse Society was also, at one time,
doing this because of some of the artifacts associated around Sambro Island, in particular.

The fact is, there are things that have to be done. There are elements of cultural
protection underwater that we have no control over such asenvironmentd influences. We're
never going to be able to stop the kind of ocean current we have here so there are dways
going to bethingsthat will cause some of these sitesto degrade. But there are thingswe can
do, including the monitoring of trawling and congruction activities, legal protection such as
the minister istaking today, and alsoin making surethisisinterpreted for the public and for
touristswho may come here, and supporting our local museums and cultural organizations
who may wish to take advantage of the opportunities this possess.

In closing, | know my honourable member for Digby-Annapolis has raised the
spectreof possibleblack markets. | wouldarguethat the black market environment for many
of these resources exists now, it will exist 10 years from now, it will exist 50 years from
now. If we don’t stop it now, we won't ever be able to Sop it at all. But the next step may
befor usall to work together and look at the penaltiesin the Special Places Act, and things
like that, to make sure that the pendties are sufficient enough to be a deterrent.

Mr. Speaker, | understand there are a number of other people who would like to
speak so | will take my place. Thank you very much.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Hants West.

MR. CHUCK PORTER: Mr. Speaker, | thought I’ d just take aminute or two today
to talk to this. | hadn’t planned to, but hearing what has been quite an interesting history
lesson from a couple of the membersin this House and being a bit of a history buff, | do
enjoy our local history. But, moreimportantly, | wasthinking about this bill and some of the
things being said and wondering how is it that we are writing a bill solely for Oak Island?
That’ sthefirst thing. It was the honourable member for Digby- Annapolis who had kind of
rai sed thistreasure troving on the beaches, him being a beachcomber, his second love after
politics, perhaps, and fishing.
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Anyway, when you get thinking about some of thesethingsyou haveto wonder, how
can you control it at all? It isgoing to be avery difficult task to monitor it and that was just
one example, there aremany. We seetreasures, depending on what you refer to asatreasure
- isthat outlined in the bill? 1 haven’t been through it al specifically, perhapsit isto some
degree.

Wetaked about acouple of different thingsinthebill and I'll just read a piece of it.
| won'’t quotethewholebill but treasuremeans preci ous stones or metal sin astate other than
their natural state. Well, that could be interesting to debate at any point of time, by way of
trying to find somebody, aswejust heard. Wetalk about penaltiesfor thesefindsand | don’t
know how you’re ever going to win on this one, you put abill inand it is specific to Oak
Island but this happens al over Nova Scotia.

Therearemany treasuretroveplacesin thisprovince, down inthe Parrsboro areaand
all along the Basin and down along wherel live. Down my way we hear about Blue Beach
and all thefindsand fossils. Arethosetreasures? Not as described in here - maybe or maybe
not. Arefossilsatreasure? Maybe in some people’ s minds they are atreasure, who knows?
Thereisavariety of things that wash up, as the honourable member has talked about. How
isthat any different? Now they are on land, how isthat any different than walking down the
street and picking up aquarter? That’ salso atreasure, that’ safind in some people’ sminds.

We see these people with the little machines.. . .
MR. SPEAKER: Metal detectors.

MR. PORTER: Metal detectors, thank you, Mr. Speaker, it’s been along day here
| guess, metal detectors, are those treasures? Perhaps they are, | think probably they are, as
described by precious sones and metals.

When my children go to the beach, now my kidsliketo go to the beach and they like
to pick up shells, are those treasures? Are those precious stones? Perhaps they are to them,
those are treasures.

How are we going to control it? | don't know how. The idea of this bill may bea
good one, but, again, | come back to why only Oak Island in Lunenburg County? | know
that’ s been going on many, many years and it’ sagreat history lesson down there and there
have been many who have attempted to find some mysterious gold. | often wonder if the
mystery initself isthefact that there is no mystery, you have to wonder about that.

I’ve read extensively on that area because | like provincial history, Nova Scotia
history, Maritime history, et cetera. There's an opportunity, | don’t know how we're going
to capturethatin abill and I hope there are some speakersto Lav Amendments Committee
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and they just don't let it pass here for the sake of being what it is. It doesn’t speak in here
that | saw anywhere and maybe I’ ve missed it but it’s got nothing to do with treasures that
areunder thewater. Wetalked alittle bit about that, whose jurisdiction isthat. It seems that
everything under the water is Ottawa s jurisdiction and everything on the ground is the
provincia jurisdiction. How does something coming from the water legally become the
jurisdiction of the province? Those questions have yet to be answered. I’ m not alawyer but
| know there are lawyers in this House who could probably answer or make an attempt to
answer that.

Again, | just wanted to take a couple of minutes and point out afew of the thingsthat
have been brought up historically hereand some of thefinds. Again, avery interesting piece
about finding a piece of wood, shells, how are you going to monitor it? | guessthepoint I’'m
trying to makeis, if you can’t monitor thisand thereare no penalties, then why arewegoing
forward with it at al?

Mr. Speaker, | just wanted to take a couple of minutes. | do know there are other
speakers who want to get up before the day is out today and have afew words on the bill.
With that I'll take my place, thanks.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Community Services.

HON. DENISE PETERSON- RAFUSE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | am absolutely
delighted to be here to speak this evening because of the fact thisis even more dear to me
because Oak Island isin my constituency of Chester-St. Margaret’s. An Act to Regulate the
Searching for Treasure on Oak Island which, as| just said, | am proud to say is part of my
constituency of Chester-St. Margaret’ s. | am so pleased that our government istaking action
on protecting our underwater cultural heritege and, at the same time, recognizes the
significant investments made in search for the treasure on Oak Island.

Certainly there are many theories about where the treasure comes from and the most
popular isthat it belonged to Captain Kidd. | am very fortunate that it isin my congituency
and that | have been on the island many times and recently had a wonderful exploration of
the island and learned even more.

What I’ d like for people to know is that the investments made in the treasure search
on Oak Island have not only been in financial termsand interms of time. It hasalso beenin
terms of loss of life. Thisis on a personal note for me, because my family - we have been
family friends of the Rossignol family, and the father and the son lost their lives on Oak
Island. That fateful day that Mr. Rossignol lost hislife he had gone down one of what people
call themoney pits, and something happened and he started to yell for hisson and for anyone
else who could hear him. Hearing his father’s cries, his son came running to the pit and
started to descend down the pit and was overcome by gases, and he also died.
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Another gentleman who was hired to work that day on the top area, on the ground
level, also heard those screamsfor help and did not know that the son had passed away from
the gasestryingto save hisfather, and hewent downinthepit and lost hislife. So therewere
threelivesthat werelost that one day. That would have been back in the early 1960s. | know
the wife of the husband - and the mother, of course, of the son - and she’ savery wonderful
lady. She passed away afew yearsago, but avery sad story to lose your husband and child
in one day.

Unfortunately the cloud of death overcoming Oak Island did not stop there. What is
very interesting isthat it certainly created afear among peoplethen, and what isthe mystery
around Oak Island and the fact that there’ s not just the mystery - now the island had ghodts.
Infact, it svery interesting to know that the legend says that once seven people die looking
for thetreasure, the treasure will befound. Presently, six peopl e havelost their lives, and as
the honourable member in the Opposition said, Mr. Blankenship was almost the seventh
person, whichisvery ironicin thefact that Mr. Blankenship hasdedicated hislifeto finding
the treasure.

The mystery of the Oak Idand treasure is known throughout the world. It’s an
international icon for the Province of Nova Scotia. We are very fortunate that we have Oak
Island. The story behind Oak Island draws attention on an international tourism level, and
we need to boast about that. There have been many television documentaries, radio shows,
and bookswritten focusing on Oak Island. Mg or discussions havetaken place over theyears
of whether there sreally atreasurethere, but | think Mr. Blankenship would really pushyou
on that issue. He and others have invested millions and millions of dollarslooking for that
treasureand, asl said, people havelost ther liveslooking for that treasure. Mr. Blankenship
-whois, | believe, in his80snow - isgill dedicated tofinding that treasure. That’ swhy it’s
so important that this government has recognized that within creating the Oak Island
Treasure Act.

Mr. Blankenship certainly has been teased over the years because if you go on the
island you will discover that there are clues strategically placed on theisland. Y ou can go
there today and you can see huge rocks that have been carved with something years and
years - hundreds of years - ago that have a clue to where that treasure may be. Y ou can see
the formation of trees that point toward where the treasure may be.

As | said, large rocks have been found in certain positions. Also, when they have
been drilling in the money pit, they have discovered certain artifacts that have been brought
up by the end of the drill. In fact, not too long ago, they had discovered pieces of paper on
the bit of the drill and they were able to have those analyzed back to the 1700s and 1800s.
Sotherearelittle cluestherein the money pits. Amazingly enough, the money pitsare about
200-feet deep, there is a set of tunnels running in the money pits, there are booby traps
throughout, and that’ swhat’ s so interesting. How did they do that that many yearsago?It’s
like the pyramids. That’ swhat goes through your mind, how were they able to do that? But
itisthere.
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Inclosing, it’ sinteresting to know that origindly theisland was discovered by three
young teenagers. Even Franklin Roosevelt had an interest in trying to find the treasure. He
had a company called the Old Gold Salvage Group and he tried to do some searching in
1909. Even Errol Flynn had a desire to find the treasure until he found out that a company
belonging to actor John Wayne had the searching rights, so there are alot of stories around
this. Mr. Blankenship’s desire to find the treasure has been a grea one, but the mystery
continues. | do know one thing, that the Treasure Trove Act has been found, through the
initiative of this government, protecting the treasures of the past and enabling Mr.
Blankenship to continue his dream to discover the Oak Island treasure.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to now adjourn debate on Bill No. 81.

MR. SPEAKER: Isthe House ready for the question? Would all thosein favour of
the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motionis carried.

The Deputy Government House Leader.

MR. DAVID WILSON: Mr. Speaker, that concludes the government’ sbusinessfor
today. | would like to now rise to meet again tomorrow between the hours of 9:00 am. and
12:00 noon. Following the daily routine, if time permits, wewill call Government Motions,
Addressin Reply and Public Bills for Second Reading, Bill Nos. 81, 82 and 83.

Mr. Speaker, | move that the House do now adjourn to meet tomorrow at 9:00 am.

MR. SPEAKER: The motion isto adjourn.

Isit agreed?

It isagreed.

Would all those in favour of the motion please say Aye. Contrary minded, Nay.

The motionis carried.

We have now reached the moment of interruption. The Adjournment motion was
submitted by the honourable member for Kings West:

“Therefore beit resolved that the No Farms, No Food organization be supported in
a timely manner by implementing recommendations from the Agricultural Land Review
Committee’ s recent report.”
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ADJOURNMENT

MOTION UNDER RULE 5(5)
MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Kings West.
NAT. RES.: NO FARMS, NO FOOD ORGANIZATION - SUPPORT

MR. LEO GLAVINE: Mr. Speaker, | am pleased tonight to rise in my place and
speak on this very important issue facing Nova Scotia, facing perhaps my area, the
Annapolis Valley, to amuch greater extent than other parts of the province.

This organization, No Farms, No Food, has been in existence now for a number of
years as they saw some erosion of the farmland in the Annapolis Valley. For that reason,
they became concerned, they took on first, of course, Kings County council, to push back
against the sell-off of fairly significant areasof farmland. It happens now that we have done
what | think is awonderful study, commissioned by the Minister of Agriculture, to take a
look at the future of preserving agricultural land in Nova Scotiaand, to that effect, he set in
motion a committee made up of people who, in their own right, had a great understanding
of theland base and the agricultural land base of Nova Scotiaand | have brought forth avery
detailed, comprehensive report. It'smy only copy, I’m not going to submit it but | do want
to reference it during my time.

[6:00 p.m.]

It so happensthat the main and central concept that comes out of thisdocument with
recommendationsto the minister isthat classtwo and class three soilsand classfour that is
cleared land remain to be preserved for agriculture in Nova Scotia.

Each of us, as we come along as members of this House, as members of society, we
can so often be very short-sghted in theway we look at good public policy. | think thisis
an area where we need to be bold, we need to be very much far-sighted in our thinking
around preserving agricultural land.

Lots of times now we look at alot of agricultura land in Nova Scotiathat isnot in
use. | think it’s because land not in use, therefore putting it over to development, seemsto
be the steps that would be taken for this land. But the class two, three, and four soils, it's
eons of time to create them and once they’re taken out of farmland we're not likely to get
them back. We're not going to get them back for sure when development takes place.

Often, however, it’ sreally the pressure on good farmland close to communities that
comes under the greatest pressure to go towards development. Kings County has been not
just aleader in Nova Scotia, they’ ve been leaders in the country since they put in place a
land use policy back inthe 1970s. The goal and the mandate of that plan wasto preservethe
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best agricultural land in Nova Scotia but also in the top three agricultural land bases that we
have in the country.

For the most part, the plan has accomplished its goal to a good extent. Not
completely. We know that some flexibility isrequired, in fact, the planitself allowsfor, in
small parcels of land, in an orderly manner, that could be added to the growth centres. The
concept wasto direct popul ation growth into those centres and therefore not chop up theland
into building lots for residential use. In effect, this hasworked very well.

At the present time, we have tremendous amounts of land in the Annapolis Valley
that could go into housing. There are currently about 14,000, 15,000 building lots that are
available. Even in the Town of Wolfville, the Town of Wolfville has had alot of pressure
on it. It'sauniversity town. It's atown with quite alarge number of amenities. There has
been alot of building going on but if we take alook a the maps of Wolfville and talk to the
mayor and councillors there, they have sufficient building lots for the next 25 to 40 years.

While adding some of our farmland to growth centresispossible, there really isn’t
agreat needtodoit at thistime. It isthisfarmland and generally large tractswhich are close
to communities and under great pressure. In many ways, they’re becoming areas that are
very vibrant agriculturally because growing market crops for the farm market, which has
really boomed in recent years, and being closeto communities, can be agreat agri-business
for those farmers. They can definitely sell their land to other farmers. Thereisn’t aquestion
around that, but of course their future isin many cases without a pension plan, and if there
Isn’'t succession in the family to pass on the farmland - and selling the land definitely isone
of the ways in which they look at their own property, their farmland.

This is why, in this report as well, the preservation of agricultural land in Nova
Scotia, the concept of developing an agricultural land trust - it does put some onuson all
Nova Scotians to be partners in preserving the land. | now know people in the Annapolis
Valley who are prepared to make endowments and donations, the same as people do to the
Nature Trust, so that these very valuable class two and three soil s will be maintained for
future generations. | think we, as Nova Scotians, do have an obligation to do that.

One of the things which | don’t have a lot of time to go into today, which we all
know, isthat if you haveahealthy agricultural sector, whenwe have hundreds of thousands
of acres under production, as we did, let’s say, at the turn of the century - when a farm
census was taken in 1901, we had hundreds of thousands of acres that were under
cultivation. So part of our problem is getting back to a stronger agricultural sector in this
province. | think thelocal food concept iscatching on. Thereismore desreto grow our own
food, and as time passes that need is going to be accelerated. We know there are alot of
forcesand factorsthat are sort of lining up to make us once agai n become producers of safe,
fresh, and grown in our local area.



3072 ASSEMBLY DEBATES THUR., NOV. 4, 2010

So it is my hope that we will move this preservation of agricultural land in Nova
Scotiaalong quickly so that counties like Kings County don’t have to go through constant
demand to place agricultural land into development. We debated the treasure trove Act just
afew moments ago in this House and it makes me think, what greater treasure than the soil
on which we grow our food? | think all of usin Nova Scotia need to take a strong forward
way to make sure that the next generation does have that land avail abl e to them and that we
don’t become like one of the great food-producing areas of Canada, the Niagara Peninsula,
which hasliterally lost its agricultural 1and base to urban sprawl. With that, | take my place.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Minister of Agriculture.

HON. JOHN MACDONELL: Mr. Speaker, | want to thank the Liberal caucusfor the
topic for today’ s debate. | think it’s not really adifficult one to support:

“Therefore beit resolved that the No Farms, No Food organization be supported in
a timely manner by implementing recommendations from the Agricultural Land Review
Committee’ s recent report.”

| have to say that this report was ajoint project on behalf of my department and the
Department of Service Nova Scotia and Municipal Relations. The Honourable Ramona
Jennex was my partner in this. The committee members. . .

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. You must not mention the member’s name in the
House of Assembly. | would ask that you mention the minister’ stitle or the member’ s seat.
Thank you.

MR. MACDONELL : Sorry about that, Mr. Speaker. Well, | guessmaybe | won't go
to the names of the members on the committee. Anyway, | want to say how much we
appreciatethe efforts of the members on the committee. The member for Kings West stated
what qualified individuals they were and they were.

| guess |’ m going to set the context for my commentsand | can try - | don’t know if
I'll get this done before we leave - oh yes, | probably can, there will be another member
speak. Anyway, I'll read alittle bit from thisreport and I’ll try to get a photocopy so | can
tableit. Approximately 13 per cent of land most suitablefor agricultural production, Class
2, 3and 4 soil, are used for agriculturein Nova Scotia. Slightly lessthan one per cent of this
land isalso used for wild blueberry production. Urban devel opment takes up 5.4 per cent of
the 2, 3 and 4 and the remaining 81 per cent isin other uses, natural forests or other natural
state cultivated forest, et cetera.

| really inform the House of that only to give some notion of exactly what the
pressure presently ison what we would deem to be the best soils in the province, Class 2
being the best soil and probably in the lowest amount. Anyway, to let people know that
urban development really across the province is only taking about 5.5 per cent of that soil.
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There sasignificant amount of No. 2 and No. 3 soils, Mr. Speaker, that Nova Scotiansown
in our Crown lands.

In terms of the resolution in a timely manner by implementing recommendations,
we' ve been working at a couple of things for sure that are recommended in the report. One
of those is around the quality of soilsin the province, trying to improve the quality of soils.
We made acommitment in the 2009 election around a Soil Amendment Program so | hope
to be able to say something about that really soon.

The other onewas around dykes. Every year wetry to enhance our system of dykes.
| haveto say it’s a challenge and with al the issues around global warming, possible rising
sea levels and so on, thisis one that the province is definitely aware of. | want to say for
members, and | think probably the member for Hants West and the member for Kings West
would be aware, | think because of their constituencies, of the value of the soils on the dyke
lands. They are some of the best soilsin the province, Mr. Speaker, so we really do want to
try, although the dykes actually are protecting alot of urban or commercial development in
some areas. But till we have large areas that we protect farmland, and some of that | think,
probably afair bit of it, growingforagesor grains. I’ mnot sure about the amount that would
be in horticultural crops.

The issue that | think tends to get people emationally wound up on protection for
farmland is probably the idea that maybe we relosing it at an extreme rate. We're not but
that’ sno reason to not be concerned. We should be putting some planning, even though we
havethereview committeereport, we' ve turnedthisover to aninterdepartmental committee
and we'rereally hoping that some thingswill come out that we can act on fairly soon, after
they make some recommendations.

[6:15 p.m.]

Because I'm the Minister of Natural Resources I’'m glad that people from that
department are working on this aswel because they are the people who bought land for the
Crown last year and we' re working on the Community Lands Trust initiative, just trying to
determinewhat that | egislation might look like. We' ve donethe community consultationand
hope that there may be some avenues where the public could become strongly involved in
the preservation of farmland in their communities.

I'll restate something that the member for Kings West had said. | might say it
differently but I think my meaning is the same. The easies way to preserve farmland is to
make agriculture profitable and thisisareal issue for theindustry. | am well aware of it as
minister and actualy it was the reason, when | spoke to the Premier after we formed
government, letting him know that if he wanted me in Cabinet, | wanted to be the Minister
of Agriculture. | asked for thejob in the hopesthat | could be influential inchanging policy
that might helptheindustry along. There are sectorsof theindustry that arefine, thisdoesn’t
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haveto beall doom and gloom, but there are those that certainly require some support, some
help, some other policy direction and I’'m really glad for an opportunity to be there.

| don’t think Nova Scotians recognize that interms of milk, chickenand eggs, we're
self-sufficient. We produce all that we consume. And of course people would know, we
produce all of the apples that we consume. We're exporters and anything that we're
exportersin, we' renot consuming at all. Blueberrieswould be another example. | haveasked
my department, if they could, to take alook, if it's possible, to find out exactly what the
levelsof production arefor things that Nova Scotians consume. We don’ t want to belooking
at, you know, pineapples but certainly for the things that we have been able to grow
traditionally in Nova Scatia, | would like to get amuch clearer picture of that and then we
can kind of address some of the issuesaround the security side that might take some of the
sting out of this concern.

| think the issue of food security is one that really should be a national issue, not a
provincial issue. I’'m thinking we probably grow wheat, but not in any significant amount
and I’ m thinking probably morefor livestock than for people- | could bewrong on that - but
certainly in this country we can grow wheat. We grow more than Canadians consume and
so, you know, we should be thinking on aninternational level, what isit that we producein
the country to feed the people in the country and how Nova Scotia could be a part of that.
But certainly when you think that Prince Edward Island, when you think about the
agriculture, the farm gates receiptsthere are pretty close to the farm gate receiptsin Nova
Scotiaand P.E.I. will fit into my school board district twice.

So there' s alot that we can do to try to advance agriculture and to take care of the
concerns of Nova Scotians as far as good jobs, healthy economy, healthy people and food
security. Thank you Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable member for Hants West.

MR. CHUCK PORTER: It sapleasureto be here thisevening to take afew minutes
to speak to what isquite asignificant issue and has been for sometimein thisprovince. Y ou
know, we see the title here and we sort of missed it a bit, | think, tonight: No Farms, No
Food. Well, letsget right down to the meat and potatoes of it, pardon the pun, | guess, sort
of.

You know, there’'s a lot we seem to be missing here for some reason and the
minister’ sright. He talked about the industry and he touched very quickly because of the
time, | redize, on a number of areas. We do have successful agriculture in the province of
Nova Scotia. The apple growers do very well. | have Masons in my own back yard and |
know throughout the Valley we have a wonderful apple industry. We talked about the
chicken the eggs, we do very, very well but we have missed on a few areas of great
importance. We have seen the hog industry fade away which was athriving industry in this
province not so long ago.
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Hundreds of yearsago people came here and they farmed thisland - wetalked alittle
about the dyke land afew minutesago - and where did they sart? If you think back to where
the farming, when people came here in the late 1700s, there are records - | think they go
back to around the late 1780s or so - that would show where that agriculture was. | think
there were recordings of it in this province wherethey tried to attempt, and to some degree
successthat they gained over the yearsfor avariety of reasons, but it would show that alot
of farming was done al ong those dyke landswhich are gone today for the most part. They’ve
been plowed over.

I know in my own areathere’ salot of areathat would have been dyked at one time
along the Avon River. It would all have to be re-dyked if you wanted to get that land mass
back. The report does detail that farmland is not going away in great numbers. The
percentagesare low. The percentages are quite low, actually, to what | think people maybe
realized in the beginning. | think there was this worry that the percentage of numbers was
quite high, but the problem is this: we have farmland, but it has not been farmed for avery
long time, and the science and the soils - I’'m no scientist, but | know the minister went to
school and studied this stuff. He would probably be alot more up to speed on the scientific
detailsof farming the land and what that does to the soil when it’ snot farmed, and all of the
treatments and the manures, | suppose, and all of these thingsthat go into it, the replowings
over the years and growing - but we' ve got the land. There’ s no question about that.

We need the people, but more importantly, we need the incentives. People do want
tofarm. I’ ve talked to the peoplein the agricultural community. | attend meetingsand | meset
with folksindividually - avariety, not just chicken farmersand not just apple growers, but
beef farmerswho are concerned about their industry, dairy farmerswho are concerned about
their industry with all that’s going on and where things are, while they wait for rulings. |
know the minister is very familiar with that, but we’ve got the farmland in this province.
WEe' ve got some wonderful farmland throughout the VValley and other areas of Nova Scotia.

| know that myself and the member for KingsWest obvioudy are partisan toward the
Valley, but weknow how rich that Valley land oncewasand still is. There’salot of it there.
| talked to afellow who’ sgone now, Mr. Smithfrom down Mount Denson way, who owned
great acres of property therebut just watched it go away and didn’t farmit. Hewas an older
man and he had no one to take it. Why wouldn’t they take it? There wasno profit init. You
spoke, minister, afew minutes ago about why isn’t the land being farmed? Y ou haveto have
aprofit, you've got to make adollar at it, and you' ve got to be successful. Otherwise, you
starve yourself. We al know that, but No farms, No food isreal and it’s very real in this
province right now.

We soon have to find away to bring people here. Now, I’'m hearing and | heard on
CBCthismorning, | guesstherewasalittlebit in the paper about it, about immigration. We
saw immigrants come to this province way back when, in the earlier 1900s - | think around
1925, maybe, and forward - through Pier 21. If you're into history at all, you would have
read and studied, and you guyswho are school teachers areprobably well aware of this, both
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of you and others. A number of immigrants came to this country through Pier 21 and were
dispersed throughout Nova Scotia, throughout Prince Edward Island, throughout New
Brunswick, and where did they go? Farming, alot of them, on farms or began farms and
given land and were quite successful.

That went on for generations, alot of generations, but something happened. I’ vesaid
this before in many meetings that I’'ve attended: the agricultural industry took a turn
somewhere. It was profitable, but a some point the success started to wean away. Was it
because of government interference? Was it because of commodities in some way? Aswe
see in the hog industry, some things you can’t contral. Y ou try to have afarm at a certain
size that makes sense, that’s profitable, but today it seems you’re either big or you have
nothing. If you look at the dairy industry, you'll see where if you' re not big and you don’t
havealot of herd, you' re probably losing out and you can’t afford to stay afl oat. Who wants
to take that over? Certainly the sons and grandsons and granddaughters are not interested.
Why would they be?

Again, perhapsit’sjust the way things are turning in this century. In these timeswe
see our childrenwho areinterested in being lawyers and they want to come work in aplace
like this, and doctors that we need desperately, and nurses. That’sal good, but if you look
back even over the last few years - and | know from family who’ve been in the farming
industry. Now, my wife' sside, her grandfather was a farmer but he also worked afull-time
job at Fundy Gypsum. Why? Even in his time, why did he have to have another full-time
job? Because he couldn’t succeed at farming.

So thisisnot something that hasjust happened overnight. We' ve watched it happen.
Some would say we' ve done very little. If you talk to the farming community, we' ve done
very little to support them. Promises are made and it’ stoo bad that politics are involved, is
sort of my opinion when it comesto some industriesin this province, farming being one of
them. It’ stoo bad that politicsare invol ved because politics seem to make it worse at times
We have an expectation, and I’ ve brought this up to the minister in this House, and in his
timein Opposition | know that he has brought it to the floor of thisHouse, how promisesare
made about how we' re going to do wonderful things for the agriculture industry.

What havewereally donefor theagricultureindustry?Well, yes, we' vethrown some
money at this and we’ ve watched it go away, with no success. We' ve thrown money at that
and for what? In the short term - and | know you’ ve said this minister, the short termisno
good. A long-term plan iswhat is required if we are going to be involved.

We see Quebec, Quebec made ahugeinvestment inthe agricultureindustry. | forget
what the figure was but it did seem to be beneficid in the majority of areas, | believe. I'm
not sure what all the details of that are, but | know they had a big investment because it
meant something. The government said, we're serious about farming in the Province of
Quebec, so they put an investment into that because it meant something to them.
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Doesit mean something to the Government of Nova Scotia? | think that it does. It's
aways the same old question, though, it’s always about the dollars and cents. Isn’t that the
unfortunate thing? Well, that’ stoo bad. In my opinion, we' re saying we' re going to do this
or we're going to do that, we're either going to make the investment or we' re not going to
make the investment.

Thatiswhat it really comesdownto, if you talk to the farmerswho are out there. Mr.
Minister, | know you’ve talked to them, for 11 or 12 years or more you' ve been talking to
thefarmers, you know what it’ slike out there. Y ou were a hobby farmer, | guess!’|l call it,
as well as a schoolteacher. Perhaps you would have been a full-time farmer had you been
able to make ago at that.

Your industry, the sheep, they are even struggling today, as we hear in the
agricultura news. What has to happen is - it's great to do all these studies, it's wonderful
that we now know, after great debate and great heartache for people like the Town of
Wolfville and families in the Valley and farm families in the Valley, and just general
population in the Valley, that thisreport is out, that the study has been done. It points out
some good factsthat, infact, our land is not going away. So with our land not going away -
| think 1’1l stick to this point - we need to create an incentive to bring people here, if we do
not have our own people, our own sons, daughters, grandsons, who want to invest and carry
on with the family farm.

We know that the land exists, yes, it’ s going to take some work, we know that, too.
Y ou spoke about it, and | think the member for Kings West spoke about it aswell here afew
minutes ago, how that soil now has to be revitalized. That probably means money. In al
honesty it means work and it means money. Is the Government of Nova Scatia today
interestedininvesting inthefarming industry, regardlessof what itis? Wehavehad success,
we know how to be successful in thisprovince. We have the people with the knowledge and
the ability to be successful in this province, in certain areas of farming, but | believe that
knowledge can be transferred over to a variety of areas of farming. We' ve got people here
who know how to farm beef, they know how to grow thisand they know how to grow that.
They know how to make adollar at it, but they need some help to get there.

We talked about bringing the immigrants in and | started down this road. This
morning on CBC there was a great piece about that and I’m for that, in all honesty. | think
that’ s great, if that’swhat it takesto get farms alive and well in Nova Scotia, | think that’s
great and we' ve seen that through immigrants before, as|’ve said.

What are those incentives? The small amount of money | know was tossed around
with that and | say small, it's not really small, it's a couple of hundred thousand or so
dollars, $250,000 maybe. | don’t know how far that goes. Isthat afarm? Isthat two farms?
Isthat 20 people? It will beinteresting to seeif there's any uptake on that. | know that I’ll
be watching it closely because it worked in the past, quite successfully, and the incentives
were there years ago.
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If the government is serious about what we' re going to do in this province with the
agriculture sector, we have to soon see that. Mr. Speaker, | know that we' re going to wrap
up herein just one second. | want to point out that we keep hearing about the strategy, the
10-year strategy. We're ailmogt two years into the 10-year strategy promise now, so is it
going to be an eight-year strategy or isit gill going to be a 10-year strategy?

I’l1 tell you this, and the Premier of the day now has made this statement - just before
| close - ayear and a half or so ago, when the Honourable Rodney MacDonald made a
statement about |ooking forward in the future, the statement was made by Premier Dexter,
he said you won't even be around when that comes through. I’m worried now - I’'m not
really worried, | guess, when it comes right down to it - is this government going to be
around? Are you going to be around, minister, to see this through? If we keep going, none
of uswill probably be around and thiswill al befor naught.

| encourage you, | implore you to get the strategy out [Interruption] around in this
Houseiswhat I’ mreferring to, nothing worse, sir, but around in thisHouse. Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. | realize you want me to wrap up but | would just say, keep the people, the
agriculture society, most important in your mind. I know you are, make the investment that
counts. We've got the land, the study says we've got the land to do it. Let’s get on with it,
let’ s support the people of Nova Scatia. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. | would like to thank all the honourable members for
an excellent debate this evening. We will now rise, as determined earlier, to sit tomorrow
morning between the hours of 9:00 am. and 12:00 noon. Thank you.

[The House rose at 6:30 p.m.]
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NOTICES OF MOTION UNDER RULE 32(3)

RESOLUTION NO. 1935
By:  Hon. Stephen McNell (Leader of the Official Opposition)

| hereby give notice that on afutureday | shall move the adoption of the following
resolution:

Whereason November 3, 1950, in Saint John, New Brunswick, Dani€l and Nathalie
Harlow were united as husband and wife; and

Whereasthis couple, who have made a great team, are recognized as pillarsin their
hometown of Bridgetown; and

Whereas 60 years of marriage is not easily achieved without a great ded of love,
respect and compromise;

Thereforebeit resolved that membersof thisHouse of Assembly congratulate Danny
and Nathalie onthis special occasion and wish them continued happinessin the years ahead.

RESOLUTION NO. 1936
By:  Mr. Leo Glavine (Kings West)

| hereby give notice that on afuture day | shall move the adoption of the following
resolution:

Whereas throughout 2010 All Saints Anglican Church has engaged in a number of
events to celebrate 50 years of being established in Kingston, coinciding with the 300"
Anniversary of St. Luke's Church in the Parish of Annapolis where the first services in
Canadatook place; and

Whereas this year of celebration has featured numerous events at All Saints, the
summer event that embraced the later community will long be remembered; and

Whereas it was the sacrifices and strong enduring faith of past and present
parishioners that enabled this church community to maintain a strong presence in the
Kingston area;

Therefore be it resolved that members of this House of Assembly congratul ate All
Saints Church on their successful celebration of their 50™ Anniversary and wish them
continued success as they serve the community.



