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Dear Madam Speaker:
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INTRODUCTION

The Standing Committee on Veterans Affairs, an all-party committee of the House of Assembly,
was struck at the beginning of the First Session of the Sixty-Fifth General Assembly, pursuant to
Rule 60(1) of the Province of Nova Scotia Rules and Forms of Procedure of the House of
Assembly.

Although the Standing Committee on Veterans Affairs has no written mandate, this report was
written with the understanding that the committee is established to consider matters
pertaining to veterans of the Canadian Armed Forces and the Royal Canadian Legion.

MEMBERSHIP

There shall be no more than nine members of the Legislative Assembly appointed to this
committee. The current membership of the Veterans Affairs Committee is as follows:

Melissa Sheehy-Richard, MLA — Chair Suzy Hansen, MLA
Hants West Halifax Needham

Ryan Robicheau, MLA — Vice Chair Paul Wozney, MLA
Clare Sackville-Cobequid

Chris Palmer, MLA Hon. lain Rankin, MLA
Kings West Timberlea-Prospect
Nick Hilton, MLA Hon. Derek Mombourquette, MLA
Yarmouth Sydney-Membertou

Damian Stoilov, MLA
Bedford South

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES

All members of the Standing Committee on Community Services were replaced after the 2024
election to determine the makeup of the 65t Legislative Assembly. There were no membership
changes during this reporting period.

PROCEDURES AND OPERATIONS

The Veterans Affairs Committee traditionally meets on the third Tuesday of the month in the
Legislative Committees meeting room, Granville Level, One Government Place. Because of
renovations in the Committee Room at One Government Place, the committee held its meetings
in the Legislative Chamber at Province House for the April and May meetings.
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NOTICES, TRANSCRIPTS AND REPORTS

NOTICES

Notices of committee meetings are sent to all committee members, caucus office staff, legislative
staff, and the House of Assembly Press Gallery. The notices are also posted in Province House
and on the Nova Scotia Legislature website at the following address:

NS Legislature - Calendar

TRANSCRIPTS

Transcripts of all Veterans Affairs Committee meetings are available from the Legislative Library
in Province House, the Legislative Committees Office, or on the Veterans Affairs Committee web
page at the following address:

NS Legislature - Hansard Transcripts VA

REPORTS

The Legislative Committees Office compiles all reports of the Standing Committee on Veterans
Affairs and forwards them to committee members for consideration. Upon completion of the
review and approval of the report, the Chair tables it with the Speaker of the House of Assembly
or with the Clerk of the House of Assembly.

The distribution of the report is as follows:

To the Speaker or the Clerk of the House of Assembly; committee members; all witnesses who
appeared before the committee; the Nova Scotia Legislative Library; the caucus offices; and the
media. This report is also available to the public upon request from the Legislative Committees
Office and is available on the Veterans Affairs Committee web page at the following address:

NS Legislature - Reports VA

RESEARCH MATERIAL

Research material for the Veterans Affairs Committee is compiled by the Legislative Library in
consultation with the committee clerk and distributed to members by the committee clerk.
Research material is provided to members and caucus staff prior to the meeting date. A copy of
this material is also made available to the witnesses appearing before the committee, to the
Legislative Library in Province House, and Hansard Reporting Services.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The committee wishes to express its gratitude to all witnesses for their time and cooperation.
Special appreciation is extended to the Legislative Committees Office, Hansard Reporting
Services, Legislative Television and Broadcast Services, and the Nova Scotia Legislative Library.
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Agenda-Setting and Organizational Meeting April 22M, 2025

COMMITTEE BUSINESS

Motions (Amendments and motions are paraphrased.)

Organizational Matters:
e MLA Stoilov moved that the Committee meet every third Tuesday from 13:00 to 15:00.
= Moved by MLA Stoilov
= Motion Passed
e MLA Palmer moved that the Committee implement questioning rounds as follows: 30 PC,
20 NDP, and 10 Liberals, with the remaining time (second round) being split into two: the
government gets half, and both opposition parties get the second half.
o MLA Hansen asked for clarification regarding the second round, and MLA Palmer
clarified.
= MLA Hansen voiced her concern regarding the new questioning format.
= Moved by MLA Palmer
= Motion Passed
e MLA Hansen moved that the time allotted for both opposition parties during the second
round of questioning be split evenly between the NDP and the Liberals.
= Moved by MLA Hansen
= Motion Passed

Agenda-Setting:

PC:

e MLA Stoilov moved that the following topics be considered for the coming year:
o Topic One: Veteran Entrepreneurship
= Rep. from Canadian Legacy Project
o Topic Two: An Update on Veterans Affairs Canada Program and Supports in Nova
Scotia
= Area Director of Nova Scotia (Moussa Dramé) from Veterans Affairs
Canada
o Topic Three: Commissionaires Nova Scotia: An Overview of the Organization
= Rep. from the Commissionaires
=  Moved by MLA Stoilov
= Motion Passed
NDP:

e MLA Hansen moved that the following topics be considered for the coming year:
o Topic One: Veteran Homelessness Support
= Local rep. from Veterans Affairs Canada;
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= Local rep. from Veterans Emergency Transition Services Canada (VETS
Canada);
= Local rep. from Landing Strong Cooperative Ltd.;
= Rep. from the Department of Opportunities and Social Development;
o Topic Two: Veterans Survivor Pension Benefits
=  Rep. from the Royal Canadian Legion;
= Rep. from the National Council of Veterans Association;
= Rep. from the Armed Forces Pensioners'/Annuitants' Association of
Canada;
= Moved by MLA Hansen
= Motion Passed

LIB:
e MLA Rankin moved that the following topic be considered for the coming year:
o Topic One: The Desmond Fatality Inquiry Final Report and Recommendations
= Deputy Minister (Candace Thomas) and other reps. from the Department
of Justice;

= Reps. from the Office of Military Relations;
= Moved by MLA Rankin
= Motion Passed

DOCUMENTATION

There were no requests for information.

TRANSCRIPT

A transcript of this meeting can be found online at the following address:
NS Legislature - Hansard Transcript

VIDEO
Apr. 22, 2025 - Veterans Affairs Committee Proceedings



https://nslegislature.ca/sites/default/files/pdfs/committees/va/va_20250422.pdf?20250423
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hQHIWyzDIlM&list=PLGn3UOvEam0srtMD1pQYYQ86N-0u0Roiw
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Veteran Entrepreneurship May 20, 2025

WITNESSES

Canadian Legacy Project
- Judy McMillan-Evans, Business Boot Camp Program Coordinator

COMMITTEE BUSINESS

There were no matters the members wished to discuss.

DOCUMENTATION
The following information was requested from Ms. McMillan-Evans:

- Rick Burns, MLA, asked a question regarding the number of veteran entrepreneurs who
use additional programs provided by the Canadian Legacy Project.

TRANSCRIPT

A transcript of this meeting can be found online at the following address:
NS Legislature - Hansard Transcript

VIDEO
May 20, 2025 - Veterans Affairs Committee Proceedings



https://nslegislature.ca/sites/default/files/pdfs/committees/va/va_20250520.pdf?20250523
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y5tf23eqUkE&list=PLGn3UOvEam0srtMD1pQYYQ86N-0u0Roiw
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APPENDIX A — MOTIONS

The following motions were made throughout the 2025 Committee year (please refer to the
pages listed in the associated Hansard Transcript):

April 227, 2025

Organizational Matters:
e MLA Stoilov: “I'd like to move that the Veterans Affairs Committee’s monthly meeting
time be from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. on the third Tuesday of every month.” (Pg. 2)
= Moved by MLA Stoilov
= Motion Passed

e MLA Palmer: “l would like to move a motion that the Standing Committee on Veterans
Affairs adopt a question format of 30 minutes for the government caucus, 20 minutes
for the Official Opposition, and 10 minutes for the third party. Additional time will then
be split evenly with half going to the government caucus and the other half shared by
the two Opposition caucuses.” (Pg. 3)

= Moved by MLA Palmer
= Motion Passed

e MLA Hansen: “Chair, I'd like to move a motion that the time allotted for the Opposition
parties during the second round of questioning be split evenly between both the NDP
caucus and the Liberal caucus and once that time has been calculated.” (Pg. 4)

= Moved by MLA Hansen
= Motion Passed

Agenda-Setting: (Pp. 5-7)

PC:
e MLA Stoilov moved that the following topics be considered for the coming year:
o Topic One: Veteran Entrepreneurship
= Rep. from Canadian Legacy Project
o Topic Two: An Update on Veterans Affairs Canada Program and Supports in Nova
Scotia
= Area Director of Nova Scotia (Moussa Dramé) from Veterans Affairs
Canada
o Topic Three: Commissionaires Nova Scotia: An Overview of the Organization
=  Rep. from the Commissionaires
= Moved by MLA Stoilov
= Motion Passed
NDP:
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e MLA Hansen moved that the following topics be considered for the coming year:
o Topic One: Veteran Homelessness Support
= Local rep. from Veterans Affairs Canada;
= Local rep. from Veterans Emergency Transition Services Canada (VETS
Canada);
= Local rep. from Landing Strong Cooperative Ltd.;
= Rep. from the Department of Opportunities and Social Development;
o Topic Two: Veterans Survivor Pension Benefits
= Rep. from the Royal Canadian Legion;
= Rep. from the National Council of Veterans Association;
= Rep. from the Armed Forces Pensioners'/Annuitants' Association of
Canada;
= Moved by MLA Hansen
= Motion Passed

LIB:
e MLA Rankin moved that the following topic be considered for the coming year:
o Topic One: The Desmond Fatality Inquiry Final Report and Recommendations
= Deputy Minister (Candace Thomas) and other reps. from the Department
of Justice;

= Reps. from the Office of Military Relations;
=  Moved by MLA Rankin
= Motion Passed

10
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APPENDIX B— DOCUMENTATION

The following is a list of documents and information requested by the Committee:

May 20", 2025

The following information was requested from Ms. McMillan-Evans:

- Rick Burns, MLA, asked a question regarding the number of veteran entrepreneurs who
use additional programs provided by the Canadian Legacy Project.

11
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