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INTRODUCTION 

 
The Standing Committee on Health, an all-party committee of the House of Assembly, was struck 
in the First Session of the Sixty-Fifth General Assembly. Pursuant to Rule 60(2)(f) of the Province 
of Nova Scotia Rules and Forms of Procedure of the House of Assembly: 
 

The Health Committee is established for the purpose of considering matters relative to 
access to and delivery of health care services. 
 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

 
There shall be no more than nine members of the Legislative Assembly appointed to this 
committee. On August 31, 2025, the membership of the Health Committee was as follows: 
 

John A. MacDonald, MLA – Chair Lisa Lachance, MLA 
Hants East Halifax Citadel-Sable Island 
 
Adegoke Fadare, MLA – Vice Chair Rod Wilson, MLA 
Clayton Park West Halifax Armdale 
 
Hon. Susan Corkum-Greek, MLA Hon. Iain Rankin, MLA 
Lunenburg Timberlea-Prospect 
 
Ryan Robicheau, MLA Hon. Derek Mombourquette, MLA 
Clare Sydney-Membertou 
 
Nick Hilton, MLA 
Yarmouth 
 

 

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES 

 
There were no membership changes during this reporting period. 

 

 

PROCEDURES AND OPERATIONS 

 
The Health Committee normally meets on the second Tuesday of every month in the Legislative 
Chamber. Because of renovations at Province House, the committee held its meetings in the 
Legislative Committee Room at One Government Place for the February and April meetings. 
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NOTICES, TRANSCRIPTS AND REPORTS 

 
NOTICES 
 
Notice of committee meetings are sent to all members of the committee, caucus office staff, 
legislative staff and the House of Assembly Press Gallery. The notices are also posted in Province 
House and are on the Nova Scotia Legislature website at the following address: 
http://nslegislature.ca/index.php/calendar 
 
TRANSCRIPTS 
 
Transcripts of the Health Committee meetings are available from the Legislative Library in 
Province House, the Legislative Committees Office, or on the Health Committee web page at the 
following address: 
https://nslegislature.ca/legislative-business/committees/standing/health/archive/health 
 
REPORTS 
 
All reports of the Standing Committee on Health are compiled by the Legislative Committees 
Office and forwarded to committee members for consideration. Upon completion of the review 
and approval of the report, the Chair tables the report with the Speaker of the House of Assembly 
or with the Clerk of the House of Assembly.  
 
Distribution of the report is as follows: 
 
To the Speaker and the Clerk of the House of Assembly, committee members, all witnesses who 
appeared before the committee, the Nova Scotia Legislative Library, caucus offices and the 
media. This report is available to the general public upon request from the Legislative 
Committees Office, and is available on the Health Committee web page at the following address: 
https://nslegislature.ca/legislative-business/committees/standing/health/reports 
 
  

http://nslegislature.ca/index.php/calendar
https://nslegislature.ca/legislative-business/committees/standing/health/archive/health
https://nslegislature.ca/legislative-business/committees/standing/health/reports
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RESEARCH MATERIAL 

 
Research material for the Health Committee is compiled by the Legislative Library in consultation 
with the committee clerk and distributed to members by the committee clerk. Reference material 
is provided to members and caucus staff prior to the meeting date. A copy of this material is also 
made available to the witnesses appearing before the committee, to the Legislative Library in 
Province House and to Hansard Reporting Services.  
 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

 
The committee wishes to extend its gratitude to all witnesses for their time and co-operation. 
Special appreciation is extended to the Legislative Committees Office; Hansard Reporting 
Services; Legislative Television and Broadcast Services; and the Nova Scotia Legislative Library. 
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ORGANIZATIONAL AND AGENDA-SETTING February 11, 2025 
 
 
WITNESSES 
 
There were no witnesses present for this meeting. 
 
This was the first meeting of the newly constituted committee. The Chair provided a brief 
overview of the committee mandate. A number of decisions were made by the committee 
regarding general meeting practices. 
 
 
COMMITTEE BUSINESS 
 
Organizational 
 
Members discussed meeting dates and times, and the committee agreed to continue to meet on 
the second Tuesday of the month from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 
With respect to the above discussion, the following motion was brought forward: 
 

• I move the Standing Committee on Health no longer meet during budget Estimates 
o Motion by Nick Hilton, MLA 
o Motion carried 

 
The committee agreed to continue the agenda-setting practice of choosing six topics – three from 
the government, two from the opposition and one from the third party. 
 
Agenda-Setting 
 
An agenda-setting was held. After some discussion, motions for the following were carried: 
(Motions and amendments may be paraphrased) 
 
1st PC topic: 

• Continuing Care SLTC Workforce Initiatives. Witnesses: Department of Seniors and Long-
Term Care, Nova Scotia Community College, Victoria Haven Nursing Home, and 
Northwood. 

o Moved by Hon. Susan Corkum-Greek, MLA 
o Motion carried 

 
2nd PC topic: 

• Expansion of Multidisciplinary Care Teams. Witnesses: Department of Health and 
Wellness, and Nova Scotia Health. 

o Moved by Adegoke Fadare, MLA 
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o Motion carried 
 

3rd PC topic: 

• Integrated Youth Services. Witnesses: IWK Health (Maureen Brennan, Director, Mental 
Health and Addictions, Daphne-Hutt-Macleod, Director of Integrated Youth Services), 
Integrated Youth Services New Glasgow (Big Brothers and Big Sisters), and Integrated 
Youth Services Halifax (YMCA). 

o Moved by Nick Hilton, MLA 
o Motion carried 

 
1st NDP topic: 

• Barrier-Free Access to Contraception and Sexual Health Services, Including PrEP for Nova 
Scotians. Witnesses Access Now Nova Scotia, North End Community Health Centre, 
Wellness Within, Dalhousie University College of Pharmacy (Dr. Kyle Wilby, Professor), 
ROSE Clinic, and Halifax Sexual Health Centre. 

• Amendment: to add a representative from the Department of Health and Wellness. 
o Moved by Nick Hilton, MLA 

• Sub-amendment: to add specifically Dr. Strang to the list as the representative of 
Department of Health and Wellness. 

o Moved by Lisa Lachance, MLA 
o Sub-amendment carried 
o Amendment carried 
o Amended motion carried 

 
2nd NDP topic: 

• Primary Health Care Attachment. Witnesses: Nova Scotia Health, Department of Health 
and Wellness, Nova Scotia College of Family Physicians, and Doctors Nova Scotia. 

o Motion moved by Rod Wilson, MLA 

• Amendment: to have the Deputy Minister appear as the Department of Health and 
Wellness’ representative (proposed list had the Deputy Minister listed; however, it was 
missed in the original motion). 

o Moved by Lisa Lachance, MLA 
o Amendment defeated 
o Original motion carried 

 
Liberal Topic: 

• Gender-Based Violence. Witnesses: Representatives from some Nova Scotians with lived 
experience as victims of gender-based intimate partner violence (Lynn Gallant Blackburn 
and Lucy Bowser), Transition House Association of Nova Scotia (Representative), Willow 
House (Representative), Adsum House (Representative), Bryony House (Representative), 
and Nova Scotia Advisory Council on the Status of Women (Representative). 

o Moved by Hon. Iain Rankin, MLA 
o Motion carried 
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Additional Motion 
 
With reference to the approved topic of Gender-Based Violence, a motion was brought forward: 
 

• Given the urgency of the issue of gender-based intimate partner violence, it is important 
that we address this without delay. Therefore, I move that the Standing Committee on 
Health prioritize this topic as the first item on the agenda for discussion. 

o Moved by Hon. Iain Rankin, MLA 
o Motion carried 

 
 
DOCUMENTATION 
 
No documentation was tabled or requested for this meeting. 
 
 
TRANSCRIPT 
 
A link to a transcript of this meeting can be found at: 
https://nslegislature.ca/legislative-business/committees/standing/health/archive/health 

 
 

VIDEO 
Feb. 11, 2025 - Health Committee Proceedings  

https://nslegislature.ca/legislative-business/committees/standing/health/archive/health
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TcxFuqgIv8g&list=PLGn3UOvEam0vOTaK2aku-jTDrG5pehVQb
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CONTINUING CARE / SENIORS AND LONG-TERM CARE WORKFORCE April 8, 2025 
INITIATIVES 
 
 
WITNESSES 
 
Department of Seniors and Long-Term Care 
Janet Lynn Huntington, Associate Deputy Minister 
Sarah Melanson, Project Executive 
 
Nova Scotia Community College 
Don Bureaux, President 
Connie Fisher, Acting Dean of Health and Human Services  
 
Victoria Haven Nursing Home 
Penney Campbell, Director of Facility and Resident Care 
 
Northwood 
Charbel Daniel, President and CEO  
 
 
COMMITTEE BUSINESS 
 
Correspondence 
 
Committee copied on a January 7, 2025 email from Oliver Aygun to the Office of the Ombudsman 
regarding “Wrongdoing and Final notice of public disclosure.” Accepted without comment. 
 
March 25, 2025 email from Darrell Dexter regarding Pulmonary Hypertension Association of 
Canada. Committee agreed to consider it at the next agenda-setting meeting. 
 
 
DOCUMENTATION 
 
The following information was requested and received from the Department of Seniors and Long-
Term Care: 
 

• Can you tell me approximately outside of administration staff, who I realize are important, 
how many clinical staff you have in each type of skill set? (See Hansard transcript, Page 
8). 
 

• [D]uring the last sitting of the Legislature, I received emails and phone calls probably every 
day from CCAs and nurses in long-term care. One of the concerns that was brought 
forward was that there were often staffing shortages and cancellations of home care or 
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services the next day, often late at night. That brought stress to both the nursing staff and 
the clients. Can you tell me – and again, this may be on the provider, but I think it would 
be a good quality question – how many cancellations of services happen per month? 
(Page 11). 

 

• Do you have a breakdown of the wait-lists per zone? (Page 20). 
 
 
TRANSCRIPT 
 
A link to a transcript of this meeting can be found at: 
https://nslegislature.ca/legislative-business/committees/standing/health/archive/health 
 

VIDEO 

Apr. 8, 2025 - Health Committee Proceedings 

  

https://nslegislature.ca/legislative-business/committees/standing/health/archive/health
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UbxQT74XdZ8&list=PLGn3UOvEam0vOTaK2aku-jTDrG5pehVQb
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GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE May 13, 2025 
 
 
WITNESSES 
 
Lynn Gallant Blackburn 
 
Lucy Bowser 
 
Department of Justice 
Cynthia Carroll, Associate Deputy Minister 
 
Nova Scotia Advisory Council on the Status of Women 
Nicole Johnson-Morrison, Associate Deputy Minister for the Department of Opportunities 
     and Social Development and the Status of Women 
Josie McKinney, Acting Executive Director, Status of Women 
 
Transition House Association of Nova Scotia 
Ann de Ste Croix, Executive Director 
 
Willow House (Cape Breton Transition House Association) 
Dr. Jodi McDavid, Executive Director 
 
Adsum for Women and Children 
Meghan Hansford, Manager, Housing Support Team 
 
Byrony House 
Rachel Shepherd, Executive Director 
 
 
COMMITTEE BUSINESS 
 
Correspondence 
 
May 12, 2025 letter from Laura O’Driscoll, Diabetes Canada regarding information about diabetes 
impact and treatments, and offer to provide further discussion. Accepted without comment. 
 
Motions 
 
The following motion was brought forward: 
 

•              Whereas since October 2024, there have been no less than eight femicides in Nova 
Scotia and countless cases of violence against women; 
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Whereas gender-based violence has been recognized as an epidemic in Nova 
Scotia; 

Whereas Recommendation 14 of the Mass Casualty Commission calls on 
Canadians to mobilize a society-wide response to this epidemic; 

Therefore be it resolved that the Standing Committee on Health writes to the 
Premier's Office to request the formation of a round table group focused on the epidemic 
of gender-based violence. 

This group should include individuals from throughout Nova Scotia who will bring a 
diverse range of experience and perspectives, including representatives from the 
following groups: survivors of gender-based violence; non-profit organizations working to 
reduce gender-based violence; law enforcement organizations; the provincial 
departments of Health, Justice, Opportunities and Social Development, and the Advisory 
Council on the Status of Women; MLAs and government ministers. 

o Moved by Hon. Iain Rankin, MLA 
 
A motion to defer a vote on MLA Rankin’s motion was brought forward: 
 

• Move to defer a decision on this matter until the next meeting. 
o Moved by Hon. Susan Corkum-Greek, MLA 
o Motion carried 

 
 
DOCUMENTATION 
 
No documentation was tabled or requested for this meeting. 
 
 
TRANSCRIPT 
 
A link to a transcript of this meeting can be found at: 
https://nslegislature.ca/legislative-business/committees/standing/health/archive/health 

 
 
VIDEO 
May 13, 2025 - Health Committee Proceedings 
  

https://nslegislature.ca/legislative-business/committees/standing/health/archive/health
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0s1nQDYxCRo&list=PLGn3UOvEam0vOTaK2aku-jTDrG5pehVQb
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BARRIER-FREE ACCESS TO CONTRACEPTION AND SEXUAL HEALTH June 10, 2025 
SERVICES, INCLUDING PrEP, FOR NOVA SCOTIANS 
 
 
WITNESSES 
 
Access Now Nova Scotia 
Kari Ellen Graham, Co-Chair 
Jennifer Benoit, Member; and Provincial Coordinator, Nova Scotia Health Coalition 
 
North End Community Health Centre 
Marie-France LeBlanc, CEO 
Dr. Leisha Hawker, Physician 
 
Wellness Within 
Natasha Hines, Board Chair 
 
College of Pharmacy, Dalhousie University 
Dr. Kyle Wilby, Professor 
 
ROSE Clinic, Nova Scotia Health 
Cynthia Stockman, Clinical Operations Director 
Dr. Lianne Yoshida, Medical Co-Director 
Dr. Melissa Brooks, Medical Co-Director 
 
Halifax Sexual Health Centre 
Abbey Ferguson, Executive Director and Health Promotion 
 
Department of Health and Wellness 
Dr. Robert Strang, Chief Medical Officer of Health 
Stacy Burgess, Executive Director of Clinical Care and Delivery and National Blood File 
 
 
COMMITTEE BUSINESS 
 
Correspondence 
May 13, 2025 Letter from Executive Council Office in response to the Committee’s request for 
information regarding a potential overlap in membership between the proposed Gender-based 
Violence Roundtable and the Progress Monitoring Committee. Accepted without comment. 
 
May 16, 2025 Letter from Department of Seniors and Long-Term Care in response to the 
Committee’s request for information. Accepted without comment. 
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Motions 
Deferred motion: 
 

•              Whereas since October 2024, there have been no less than eight femicides in Nova 
Scotia and countless cases of violence against women; 

Whereas gender-based violence has been recognized as an epidemic in Nova 
Scotia; 

Whereas Recommendation 14 of the Mass Casualty Commission calls on 
Canadians to mobilize a society-wide response to this epidemic; 

Therefore be it resolved that the Standing Committee on Health writes to the 
Premier's Office to request the formation of a round table group focused on the epidemic 
of gender-based violence. 

This group should include individuals from throughout Nova Scotia who will bring a 
diverse range of experience and perspectives, including representatives from the 
following groups: survivors of gender-based violence; non-profit organizations working to 
reduce gender-based violence; law enforcement organizations; the provincial 
departments of Health, Justice, Opportunities and Social Development, and the Advisory 
Council on the Status of Women; MLAs and government ministers. 

o Moved by Hon. Iain Rankin, MLA 
 
Referencing the gender-based violence engagement table announced on June 10, and the 
possible overlap between initiatives, MLA Rankin officially retracted the above motion with the 
unanimous consent of the committee. 
 
 
DOCUMENTATION 
 
No documentation was tabled or requested for this meeting. 
 

TRANSCRIPT 
 
A link to a transcript of this meeting can be found at: 
https://nslegislature.ca/legislative-business/committees/standing/health/archive/health 

 
 
VIDEO 
Jun. 10, 2025 - Health Committee Proceedings 
  

https://nslegislature.ca/legislative-business/committees/standing/health/archive/health
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B02JQzeqjXo&list=PLGn3UOvEam0vOTaK2aku-jTDrG5pehVQb
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EXPANSION OF MULTIDISCIPLINARY CARE TEAMS July 8, 2025 
 
 
WITNESSES 
 
Department of Health and Wellness 
Colin Stevenson, Chief, System Performance and Integration 
Joy Knight, Executive Director, System Integration 
 
Nova Scotia Health 
Dr. Annette Elliott Rose, Chief Nurse Executive and Vice President, Clinical Performance and 
     Professional Practice 
Dr. Aaron Smith, Medical Executive Director, Provincial Operational Co-Lead, Primary Care Clinic 
     and Health Home Model 
 
 
COMMITTEE BUSINESS 
 
Correspondence 
 
With respect to the topic “Integrated Youth Services”, Maureen Brennan, Clinical Director of 
Mental Health and Addictions with the IWK Health Centre, has informed us that the approved 
witness, Daphne Hutt-Maclead, Director of Integrated Youth Services, is not available to appear 
as a witness at the September 9th meeting. Committee agreed to an alternative witness. 
 
 
DOCUMENTATION 
 
The following was requested and received from Nova Scotia Health: 

• How many health homes or collaborative clinics have 10,000 patients? (See Hansard 
Transcript, Page 27) 
 

• How many of the 16 family physicians mentioned in the news release published July 7 

have signed contracts? (Page 30) 

 

• What plans are in store for Cape Breton? (Page 33) 
 

• What assets are net new (from 2021 onward) and which were existing infrastructure in 
health homes owned by Nova Scotia Health? (Page 28) 
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TRANSCRIPT 
 
A link to a transcript of this meeting can be found at: 
https://nslegislature.ca/legislative-business/committees/standing/health/archive/health 
 
 
VIDEO 
Jul. 8, 2025 - Health Committee Proceedings 
  

https://nslegislature.ca/legislative-business/committees/standing/health/archive/health
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZGaGrLwpb3g&list=PLGn3UOvEam0vOTaK2aku-jTDrG5pehVQb
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PRIMARY HEALTH CARE ATTACHMENT August 12, 2025 
 
 
WITNESSES 
 
Nova Scotia College of Family Physicians 
Dr. Colin Newman, President 
Dr. Leisha Hawker, President-Elect 
 
Department of Health and Wellness 
Colin Stevenson, Chief System Performance and Integration 
Barbarie Palmer, Project Executive, Physician Services 
 
Doctors Nova Scotia 
Dr. Shelly McNeil, President 
Dr. Amanda MacDonald Green, President-Elect 
 
Nova Scotia Health 
Karen Oldfield, Interim President and CEO 
Nicole Boutilier, Executive Vice President, Medicine and Clinical Operations 
Katie Heckman, Director, Primary Health Care and Chronic Disease Management Network 
 
 
COMMITTEE BUSINESS 
 
Correspondence 
 
Letter dated August 11, 2025 from Maureen Brennan, Director of Mental Health and Addictions 
of the IWK Health Centre, requesting that the Director of YMCA of Cumberland (Trina Clarke) be 
permitted to attend as a witness at the September 9th meeting. Committee agreed to the request 
for the additional witness. 
 
Response to a request for information dated August 11, 2025 from Dr. Annette Elliott Rose and 
Dr. Aaron Smith of Nova Scotia Health for the July 8th meeting. Accepted without comment. 
 
 
DOCUMENTATION 
 
The following was information requested from Nova Scotia Health. As of August 31, 2025, no 
reply has been received:  
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• In a follow-up to the request for the breakdown of individuals added to the Need a 
Family Practice Registry per month for the first 6 months of 2025, MLA Wilson 
requested a breakdown of the numbers by zone (Hansard, p. 13) 

• MLA Lachance requested month-by-month numbers of who has been removed from the 
Need a Family Practice Registry list (p. 29) 
 

 

TRANSCRIPT 
 
A link to a transcript of this meeting can be found at: 
https://nslegislature.ca/legislative-business/committees/standing/health/archive/health 

 
 
VIDEO 
 
Aug. 12, 2025 - Health Committee Proceedings 
  

https://nslegislature.ca/legislative-business/committees/standing/health/archive/health
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8TOnPrCSvSw&list=PLGn3UOvEam0vOTaK2aku-jTDrG5pehVQb


Standing Committee on Health – Annual Report 2025 

23 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDICES 
  



Standing Committee on Health – Annual Report 2025 

24 

 

APPENDIX A – MOTIONS 

 
The following is a list of motions introduced by the Standing Committee on Health: 
 
February 11, 2025 
 
Members discussed meeting dates and times, the committee agreed to continue to meet on the 
second Tuesday of the month from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 
With respect to the above discussion, the following motion was brought forward: 

• I move the Standing Committee on Health no longer meet during budget Estimates 
o Motion by Nick Hilton, MLA 
o Motion carried 

 
An agenda-setting was held. After some discussion, motions for the following were carried: 
(Motions and amendments may be paraphrased) 
 
1st PC topic: 

• Continuing Care SLTC Workforce Initiatives. Witnesses: Department of Seniors and Long-
Term Care, Nova Scotia Community College, Victoria Haven Nursing Home, and 
Northwood. 

o Moved by Hon. Susan Corkum-Greek, MLA 
o Motion carried 

 
2nd PC topic: 

• Expansion of Multidisciplinary Care Teams. Witnesses: Department of Health and 
Wellness, and Nova Scotia Health. 

o Moved by Adegoke Fadare, MLA 
o Motion carried 

 
3rd PC topic: 

• Integrated Youth Services. Witnesses: IWK Health (Maureen Brennan, Director, Mental 
Health and Addictions, Daphne-Hutt-Macleod, Director of Integrated Youth Services), 
Integrated Youth Services New Glasgow (Big Brothers and Big Sisters), and Integrated 
Youth Services Halifax (YMCA). 

o Moved by Nick Hilton, MLA 
o Motion carried 

 
1st NDP topic: 

• Barrier-Free Access to Contraception and Sexual Health Services, Including PrEP for 
Nova Scotians. Witnesses Access Now Nova Scotia, North End Community Health 
Centre, Wellness Within, Dalhousie University College of Pharmacy (Dr. Kyle Wilby, 
Professor), ROSE Clinic, and Halifax Sexual Health Centre. 
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• Amendment: to add a representative from the Department of Health and Wellness. 
o Moved by Nick Hilton, MLA 

• Sub-amendment: to add specifically Dr. Strang to the list as the representative of 
Department of Health and Wellness. 

o Moved by Lisa Lachance, MLA 
o Sub-amendment carried 
o Amendment carried 
o Amended motion carried 

 
2nd NDP topic: 

• Primary Health Care Attachment. Witnesses: Nova Scotia Health, Department of Health 
and Wellness, Nova Scotia College of Family Physicians, and Doctors Nova Scotia. 

o Motion moved by Rod Wilson, MLA 

• Amendment: to have the Deputy Minister appear as the Department of Health and 
Wellness’ representative (proposed list had the Deputy Minister listed; however, it was 
missed in the original motion). 

o Moved by Lisa Lachance, MLA 
o Amendment defeated 
o Original motion carried 

 
Liberal Topic: 

• Gender-Based Violence. Witnesses: Representatives from some Nova Scotians with lived 
experience as victims of gender-based intimate partner violence (Lynn Gallant Blackburn 
and Lucy Bowser), Transition House Association of Nova Scotia (Representative), Willow 
House (Representative), Adsum House (Representative), Bryony House (Representative), 
and Nova Scotia Advisory Council on the Status of Women (Representative). 

o Moved by Hon. Iain Rankin, MLA 
o Motion carried 

 
With reference to the approved topic of Gender-Based Violence, a motion was brought forward: 
 

• Given the urgency of the issue of gender-based intimate partner violence, it is important 
that we address this without delay. Therefore, I move that the Standing Committee on 
Health prioritize this topic as the first item on the agenda for discussion. 

o Moved by Hon. Iain Rankin, MLA 
o Motion carried 

 
May 13, 2025 
 
The following motion was brought forward: 
 

•              Whereas since October 2024, there have been no less than eight femicides in Nova 
Scotia and countless cases of violence against women; 



Standing Committee on Health – Annual Report 2025 

26 

 

Whereas gender-based violence has been recognized as an epidemic in Nova 
Scotia; 

Whereas Recommendation 14 of the Mass Casualty Commission calls on 
Canadians to mobilize a society-wide response to this epidemic; 

Therefore be it resolved that the Standing Committee on Health writes to the 
Premier's Office to request the formation of a round table group focused on the epidemic 
of gender-based violence. 

This group should include individuals from throughout Nova Scotia who will bring a 
diverse range of experience and perspectives, including representatives from the 
following groups: survivors of gender-based violence; non-profit organizations working to 
reduce gender-based violence; law enforcement organizations; the provincial 
departments of Health, Justice, Opportunities and Social Development, and the Advisory 
Council on the Status of Women; MLAs and government ministers. 

o Moved by Hon. Iain Rankin, MLA 
 
A motion to defer a vote on MLA Rankin’s motion was brought forward: 
 

• Move to defer a decision on this matter until the next meeting. 
o Moved by Hon. Susan Corkum-Greek, MLA 
o Motion carried 

 
June 8, 2025 
 
Deferred motion: 
 

•              Whereas since October 2024, there have been no less than eight femicides in Nova 
Scotia and countless cases of violence against women; 

Whereas gender-based violence has been recognized as an epidemic in Nova 
Scotia; 

Whereas Recommendation 14 of the Mass Casualty Commission calls on 
Canadians to mobilize a society-wide response to this epidemic; 

Therefore be it resolved that the Standing Committee on Health writes to the 
Premier's Office to request the formation of a round table group focused on the epidemic 
of gender-based violence. 

This group should include individuals from throughout Nova Scotia who will bring a 
diverse range of experience and perspectives, including representatives from the 
following groups: survivors of gender-based violence; non-profit organizations working to 
reduce gender-based violence; law enforcement organizations; the provincial 
departments of Health, Justice, Opportunities and Social Development, and the Advisory 
Council on the Status of Women; MLAs and government ministers. 

o Moved by Hon. Iain Rankin, MLA 
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Referencing the gender-based violence engagement table announced on June 10, and the 
possible overlap between initiatives, MLA Rankin officially retracted the above motion with the 
unanimous consent of the committee. 
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APPENDIX B – DOCUMENTATION  

 
The following is a list of documents and information requested and received by the Standing 
Committee on Health: 
 
April 8, 2025 
 
The following information was requested and received from the Department of Seniors and Long-
Term Care: 
 

• Can you tell me approximately outside of administration staff, who I realize are important, 
how many clinical staff you have in each type of skill set? (See Hansard transcript, Page 
8). 
 

• [D]uring the last sitting of the Legislature, I received emails and phone calls probably every 
day from CCAs and nurses in long-term care. One of the concerns that was brought 
forward was that there were often staffing shortages and cancellations of home care or 
services the next day, often late at night. That brought stress to both the nursing staff and 
the clients. Can you tell me – and again, this may be on the provider, but I think it would 
be a good quality question – how many cancellations of services happen per month? 
(Page 11). 

 

• Do you have a breakdown of the wait-lists per zone? (Page 20). 
 

July 8, 2025 
 

The following was requested and received from Nova Scotia Health: 

• How many health homes or collaborative clinics have 10,000 patients? (See Hansard 
Transcript, Page 27) 
 

• How many of the 16 family physicians mentioned in the news release published July 7 

have signed contracts? (Page 30) 

 

• What plans are in store for Cape Breton? (Page 33) 
 

• What assets are net new (from 2021 onward) and which were existing infrastructure in 
health homes owned by Nova Scotia Health? (Page 28) 

 
August 12, 2025 
 
The following was information requested from Nova Scotia Health. As of August 31, 2025, no 
reply has been received:  
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• In a follow-up to the request for the breakdown of individuals added to the Need a 
Family Practice Registry per month for the first 6 months of 2025, MLA Wilson 
requested a breakdown of the numbers by zone (Hansard, p. 13) 

• MLA Lachance requested month-by-month numbers of who has been removed from the 
Need a Family Practice Registry list (p. 29) 
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