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Accomplishments – 2019/20 and 2020/21
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 Signed 10-year bi-lateral agreement with CMHC and addendum for the Canada-Nova Scotia 

Targeted Housing Benefit resulting in over $500 M in investments

 Launched new programming, including:

 Community Housing Capacity Building – activities that stabilize and strengthen the sector

 Community Housing Infrastructure – capital repair and renewal of units in co-op and non-profit units

 Indigenous Housing – capital repair and renewal of off-reserve indigenous housing units

 Public Housing Accessibility – converting units to fully-accessible or near-accessible 

 Canada-Nova Scotia Targeted Housing Benefit for low-income households:

 Renters - portable benefit targeted to renters in core housing need

 Homeowners – benefit targeted to homeowners in severe core housing need

 Expanded the Down Payment Assistance program for first-time homebuyers

 Re-profiled funding to create new affordable housing units

 Initiated work to pilot a public housing asset transfer to the community housing sector
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Housing Nova Scotia – Accomplishments – 2019/20 & 2020/21

HOMEOWNERS

$34.2M = 3,781 homes 

assisted through repair & 

adaptation programs 

$2.4M million = 330 first-time 

homebuyers provided with 

down payment assistance

$0.06M = 95 households with 

reduced housing need 

through Canada-Nova 

Scotia Targeted Housing 

Benefit

PRIVATE RENTAL 

HOUSING

$4.2M = 98 units of new 

construction affordable rentals

$3.4M = 160 units repaired and 

maintained as affordable 

rentals

COMMUNITY 

HOUSING

$8.3M = 197 units of new 

construction affordable rentals

$6.2M = 205 units repaired

$5.4M = 53 indigenous housing 

units repaired to good condition

$0.2M = 45 indigenous housing 

units with maintained 

affordability for tenants

$1.6M = 42 organizations assisted 

to increase capacity, 

strengthen, and stabilize 

$0.05M = 16 shelters repaired

PUBLIC 

HOUSING

$23.7M = 542 capital repair 

and renewal projects 

completed to maintain 

buildings 

$11.4M = 104 greening 

projects completed with 

reduced energy 

consumption

$2.7M = 20 units fully 

accessible, 40 units to near 

accessible standards

$1.5M = 18 units in public 

housing transformation pilot

$20.6M = 3,019 low-income and homeless households with reduced housing need 

through a rent supplement or Canada-Nova Scotia Targeted Housing Benefit

*amounts are based on commitments of funding, funds may be disbursed over multiple fiscal years as projects are completed



Planned for 2021/22
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 Finalize work with the Affordable Housing Commission 

 Recommendations submitted May 31, 2021

 Government response and implementation plan

 Negotiate 2022 – 2025 Action Plan under the National Housing Strategy with CMHC

 COVID-19 response

 Increased expenditures of $7.29M in 2021-22 for supplies, staff and cleaning services 

 Program and operational review, evaluation, and modernization

 Evaluate options and identify additional pilot opportunities targeted to increasing the long-

term sustainability of Public Housing

 Continued programming including investment in Community Housing sector to stabilize and 

strengthen the sector and position it for growth, support for low-income home-owners, and 

continued implementation of the CNSTHB
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Housing Nova Scotia – Planned Programming – 2021/22

HOMEOWNERS

$15.0M = 1,250 homes assisted 

through repair & adaptation 

programs 

$2.2M million = 300 first-time 

homebuyers provided with 

down payment assistance

$2.0M = 830 households with 

reduced housing need 

through Canada-Nova Scotia 

Targeted Housing Benefit

PRIVATE RENTAL 

HOUSING

$2.0M = 29 units of new 

construction affordable rentals

$1.5M = 40 units repaired and 

maintained as affordable 

rentals

COMMUNITY 

HOUSING

$2.1M = 29 units of new 

construction affordable rentals

$4.2M = 140 units repaired

$1.8M = 18 indigenous housing 

units repaired to good condition

$0.2M = 51 indigenous housing 

units with maintained affordability 

for tenants

$1.5M = Organizations assisted to 

increase capacity, strengthen, and 

stabilize 

$0.02M = 6 shelters repaired

PUBLIC 

HOUSING

$17.9M = 435 active 

projects planned for capital 

repair and renewal to 

maintain buildings 

$6.8M = 52 greening 

projects completed for  

reduced energy 

consumption, 4 to Net Zero

$2.2M = 10 units fully 

accessible, 50 units to near 

accessible standards

$3.8M = 44 units for public 

housing transformation

$19.9M = 3,600 low-income and homeless households with reduced housing need 

through a rent supplement or Canada-Nova Scotia Targeted Housing Benefit

*units/dollars may shift based on actual projects pursued; amounts are based on commitments of funding where funds may be disbursed over multiple fiscal years as 

projects are completed



Thank you
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May 24, 2021 
 
Standing Committee on Community Services 
Legislative Committees Office 
House of Assembly  
Nova Scotia 
1700 Granville Street 
One Government Place 
2nd Floor 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 
B3J 1X5 
 
 
Dear Committee Members, 
 
I am pleased to meet with the Standing Committee on Community Services on Tuesday, June 1, 
2021, from 10:00 am to Noon, with respect to Housing, COVID-19 and the Homelessness Crisis. 
The presentation will 
 

• Provide data on the Homelessness Crisis and Rural/Urban Migration during the COVID-
19 pandemic, gathered through the Rural Lunenburg and Queens Reaching Home 
Housing Support Program funded by the Government of Canada, and through the Youth 
and Family programs funded by the Nova Scotia Department of Community Services, 
Prevention and Early Intervention.   

• Identify structural barriers we encounter - at Provincial and local levels of governance - 
in our attempts to address the Rural Housing Crisis and Rural/Urban Migration  

• Offer a socially, ecologically and financially sustainable Rural Housing template for 
blended value integration - of community equity, energy poverty reduction, rural youth 
trades training and education, civic renewal, and safe, supported and affordable 
housing construction - on the Main Streets of Rural Nova Scotia’s hub communities. 

 
Please find attached supporting photos and infographics I will reference during the 
presentation.  
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Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Art Fisher 
Executive Director 
Family Services Association of Western Nova Scotia 
48 Empire Street 
Bridgewater, NS 
B4V 2L4 
 
Attachments 
 

• Youth Outreach Program 

• Family Connections Program 

• Men’s Program 

• Supported Access to Primary Healthcare Program 

• Rural Housing Support Program, Lunenburg and Queens 

• Trusteeship Program 

• 629 King Family Housing and Rural Youth Shelter Diversion Program  

• TEMPLATE: 641 King A Rural Housing Template for Blended Value Sustainability 

• (Photo) 629 King Street before adaptive re-use for Housing Support and Housing 

• (Photo) 629 King Street after 

• (Photo) 641 King Street before beginning site remediation 

• (Photo) 641 King Street first draft site massing diagram  




























