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From: Quito Maggi R I

Sent: March 6, 2024 12:33 PM

To: Office of the Legislative Counsel

Cc: mayor@townofantigonish.ca

Subject: Submission tabled for Bill 407, Antigonish Consolidation Act

You don't often get email from . . 210 why this is important

** EXTERNAL EMAIL / COURRIEL EXTERNE **

Exorcigo caution when opening attachments or cticking on links / Faites preuve de prudence sivous
ouvroz une pidce jointe ou cliguez sur un lien

To whom it mat concern,

| would lIke the letter below to Mayor Boucher tabled to the Law Amendments Committee for Bilt 407,
the Antlgonish Consolidations Act,

Sinco hor worship has not acknowledged my letter or retracted and apologized for her false and
misteading statements, | would like the information included for the Committee studying the mattor.

Regards,

Quito

From: Quito Maggi R
Sent: March 5, 2024 3:39 PM

To: mayor@townofantigonish.ca <mayor@townofantigonish.ca>

Cc: Owen.McCarron@Antigonishcounty.ca <Owen.McCarron@Antigonishcounty.ca>; miabradjohns@gmail.com
<mlabradjohns@gmail.com>; JUSTMIN@novascotia.ca <JUSTMIN@novascotia.ca>; miaritcey@bellaliant.com
<mlaritcey@bellaliant.com>; PCcaucus@novascotia.ca <PCcaucus@novascotia.ca>; patdunnmla@belialiant.com
<patdunnimla@bellaliant.com>; stevecraigmla@gmail.com <stevecraigmla@gmail.com>; melissa.mlaoffice @gmail.com
<melissn.mlaoffice@gmail.com>; info@loreleinicolimla.ca <info@loreleinicollmla.ca>; info@braedonclark.ca
<info@bracdonclark.ca>; garyburrillmla@gmail.com <garyburrillmla@gmail.com>; LisatachanceMLA@gmail.com
<LisnLachanceMLA@gmail.com>; willie.cormier@townofantigonish.ca <willie.cormier@townofantigonish.ca>;
donnie.macinnis@townofantigonish.ca <donnie.macinnis@townofantigonish.ca>; sean.ca meron@townofantigonish.ca
<sean.cameran@townofantigonish.ca>; andrew.murray@townofantigonish.ca
<andrew.murray@townofantigonish.ca>; mary.farrell@townofantigonish.ca <mary.farrell@townolantigonish.ca>;
diane.roberts@townofantigonish.ca <diane.roberts@townofantigonish.ca>

Subject: Testimony at Law Commitlee yesterday

Good afternoon Madam Mayor,
| have just completed viewing tho Committee maeeting where you tostified yesterday and to respoctfully

ask that you withdraw your commonts regarding the Mainstroot polls. | am ccing tho County Warden,
your council and the Committee members from the Nova Scotin House of Assembly.




As you may or may not know, | have served many Mayors across Canada in numerous capaci®igs and
havo always provided guidance and advice to my best abilities, | write you today only to corre < tho
record and defend my work, not to pick a side in this discussion. | respect your work and thos @ of your
colleagues ccd above.

First, lat me commend you on the outreach you referenced in your testimony, the public mee tings,
mailings andonline events. The 3000 touchpoints you referenced is something to be proud oF,

[ will now address your subsequent comments about the Mainstreet polls.

| am disappointed that you would reference 2 misses that Mainstreet has had in our 14 year h igtory, out
of more than 10,000 polls conducted, one from 5 years ago and another from 7 years ago. In tho past
year wg have accurately measured the Manitoba election, the top three most accurate polls i n that
olection were IVR (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2023_Manitoba_general_olection). The same is truo for
the 2023 Toronto Mayoral election, Mainstreet was closest to actual results while 3 other potls had
bigger misses than the 2017 Calgary mayoral election, this is not a reflection on the other polLstors, just
to point out that all polling firms have misses, 19 times cut of 20 means exactly that.
https://on.wikipedia,org/wiki/2023_Toronto_mayoral_by-election

We've also accurately measured 4 of the last 5 federal by-elections accurately. And in Calgary whorg wo
had our missin 2017, we successfully measured the results of the Olympic bid Plebiscite.
(https://calgary.citynews.ca/2018/11/12/poli-suggests-nearly-half-of-caigarians-are-voting-mo-in
olympic-plebiscite/)

Our total misses can be counted on two hands, what amounts to a 99.99% accuracy. | own and
acknowledge those misses, but | remain proud of our track record.

Your further comments also confused me, because they are simply not true.

» You claimed that we made "about 5000 calls” for the Antigonish polls, bath in March of 2023 and
in February of 2022, that is false. In March of 2023, we made a total of 14,723 and in February of
2024 (a 2.3% response rate), it was 14,692 calls in February of 2024. (a 3.0% responses rato)

« You stated that the response rate are well betow industry standards, that was also falsg, our
rosponse rates and those among IVR polls fall well within industry standards. We are Gold Scal
members of the Canadian Research Insights Council and follow rigorous processes for quality.

« You suggest that the methodology of IVR doesn't accurately represent public opinion, that s
false. In the most recent Nova Scotia election, the top two closest pollster to actual results were
Mainstreet Research and Forum Research, both IVR pollsters.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2021_Nova_Scotia_goneral_election)

« The American Association for Public Opinion Research reports after the 2016 election concluded
that IVR was by a significant margin the most accurate in that election. (htps://aspor.org/wp-
content/uploads/2023/01/AAPOR-2016-Elaction-Polling-Report.pdf)

« |could go on citing racent elections and polling reports, your sources are incorrect, no public
official or non expert should speak about polis, ar mathodology, it can get quite embarrassing.
But that's not all,




in your further comments, you suggested that our demographics "were not representative of ®he
population”, again this is another example of how embarrassing amateur analysis can be of 2 ¢lling. You
citod tho u nweighted frequency of those under 50, "around 10% of the population” but that pedpulation
was woighted up, and the older population was weighted down. | would ask you to revisityou # commaonts
afteryou have a chance to understand how poll weighting works, and read the "Weighted Fre «juoncios”
in the toblesprovided,

In your comments you also alluded to the possibility that non residents like your daughter wh @ hag an
Antigonish cellphone could be included in polis unintentionally. This is not the case. The poll  ngked
respondants whether they lived in the Town, the County or the "fringe”. Screening for residency and
eligibllity is abest practice of polling, and one we follow. If in fact your children participated irm our poll,
as you alluded, they lied in the survey.

Lastly, | should talk about ambiguous versus non ambiguous poll results. Calgary, Nanaimo and othor
polls whore we have missed or other polls have missed tend to be ambiguous, 50% to 40% or 45% to
41% romains within several margins of error of the poll, and polls can have other sources of error, thoso
can bo viowed as ambiguous results. In fact, the "average error" in Municipal elections is 9% (thot is por
candidato) citing our 24 point miss in Calgary across 3 candidates was actually below averago, aimilarly
in tho Nanaimo byelection.

Neither of the Antigonish polls were at all ambiguous in their results, In February of 2023, 7094 of
residents expressed their opinion to want a vote in the amalgamation, that increased to 75% in Fobruary
of 2024,

Again, | willcommend your outreach to 3000 residents. You've provided no statistics on what poercontago
of the fecdback was positive or negative, this is an important ommission and should be proviclod to tho
Committoe, surely the Town staff have those statistics.

By contrast, Mainstreet attempted to reach residents multiple times, over 7000 unigue numbaors
including 60% RDD cellphone frames were contacted 3 times on each occassion. The results woro
waighted to the census population of Antigonish County and Town 2021 to be representative of tha
entire adult population by age, gender and education. Our results are publicly available for examination
and scrutiny. There is legitimate, educated and fair critique of public opinion rescarch, your comments
are none of these.

You have fabricated facts, you have misrepresented our work, you have mischaracterized tha rosults,
Wa do not have a preference in the outcome of the debate, we measure without pride or prejudico.
Politics can be a great torce for good, | rospect your service. But it can also blind us, ideology and
anecdoto is not data or analysis.

| would respectfully ask that you retract your testimony and apologize to Mainstrect and/or that tho
Committee consider this written submission as a rebuttal to Mayor Boucher's testimony. We don't want
our work weaponized for any purpose, but wo do stand by it.

Regards,

Quito



Quito Maggi
Presidont &CEQO
Mainstreet Rosearch
(416)570-3762
@quito. magy






