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About Tourism In HRM 

Background -
Hotel Levy 
lnHRM 
2002 - Bill 94, Halifax Regional Municipality 
Marketing Levy Act was enacted 

Today, the levy is capped at 2% and applied to 
accommodations with 20 rooms or more. In 
2019, $4.16M was generated by the Hotel Levy. 

60% of the hotel levy 1s used to support 
services provided by Discover Halifax. The 
remaining 40% supports grants used for maJor 
events as decided by HRM Council. 

In both OMO and the Event Grants Programs, 
HRM partner with the Province of Nova Scotia 
on common goals and obJect1ves including 
direct financing of programs and bids. 
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Canada's 
Competitive 
Environment 
Of the regions relying on hotel taxes to 
support their industry, Halifax has the 
lowest hotel tax in the country. 

Canada's 
Competitive 
Environment 
The average investment made by our 
Canadian competitors on a per room 
basis is more than 2.5 times greater than 
in HRM. 

Additionally, most of our competitors 
are leveraging their investments against 
other federal programs. Currently, 
Discover Halifax does not have the basic 
entry investment to qualify for these 
matching dollar programs. 
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Canada's 
Competitive 
Environment 

The territory served by Discover Halifax 
is larger than that of PEI. 

Staying 
Competitive in the 
Canadian Context 
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In recognizing the importance of tourism 
industry and staying competitive in the 
Canadian contexl; 

HRM and the Hotel Association of Nova Scotia 
have reached an agreement to jointly increase 
funding through an increase inlhe hotel levy 
and service grant from HRM. 

Specifically, passing of this le~islation will be 
matched by ARM in an amounfnot to exceed 
$1M annuany. 
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Nova Scotia DMO 
Network 
Opportunity 

Visitors don't typically visit one 
region ~lopg,_ tti_ey often travel 
across Junsa1ct1ons. 

Today, strong cooperative 
relationships exist between the 4 
Nova Scotia DMOs. 

The opp~rtupity to grow this 
networ"k 1s viewed as an 
9pportuf!ity to !llatch t~e structures 
m our ne1gflbormg provinces. 
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