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From: Hebb, Gordon
Sent: April 14, 2022 8:29 AM
To: MacDonald, Heather M
Subject: FW: non-residential property tax

 
 

 
 
 
 

From: Alice Dupuis    
Sent: April 13, 2022 8:19 PM 
To: Hebb, Gordon <Gordon.Hebb@novascotia.ca> 
Subject: non‐residential property tax 
 

** EXTERNAL EMAIL / COURRIEL EXTERNE **  
Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking on links / Faites preuve de prudence si vous ouvrez une pièce 
jointe ou cliquez sur un lien 

Good evening, Mr. Hebb 
 
 
As non-NS residents who own a small summer cottage in Lorneville, we would like to express our deep concern re this 
2% additional tax being foisted on non-residents. 
 
The property in question is located on Highway 366, #5427 in Lorneville. 
 
This 2 acre property was given to me by my father in the 1980's.  In 2002, we built a 613 sq ft 1 bedroom cottage.  This 
building is not winterized, sits on a uninsulated crawl space which holds the water pump and pressure tank, and the 
driveway is basically on the field which makes it unusable in the spring and fall when the ground is too wet to support the 
vehicle. I can not see our 613 sq ft cottage is of any use to a family looking for a home to raise their family.     
 
A brief history of this property is as follows: 
 
1867 this property was purchased by the Goodwin family.  Yes, this property has been in my family for 155 years! 
Generations of Goodwins have used the original house as a permanent residence as well as a summer home.  In the 
early 1900's a lot from the original property was donated by the Goodwin owner at that time, and used by the community 
to build the Lorneville School.  This school was closed possibly around 1960 and the government sold the building and 
lot. 
 
In the 1980's, Millage Goodwin as the current owner, subdivided the property to give each of his 4 children a share of the 
property.  My maiden name was Alice Goodwin and I was one of the 4 children.  We never could have afforded to 
purchase land on our income. 
 
In 2002, my husband Normand and myself built the above mentioned 1 bedroom cottage.   Since retirement we spend 
summers at the cottage from May long weekend to Thanksgiving.  We grow our vegetables and freeze them to last 
throughout the winter months. 

   
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Gordon D. Hebb QC 
Chief Legislative Counsel 
House of Assembly 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 
 
(902) 424‐8941 
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We will not be able to afford to keep this property with this 2% additional tax which amounts to $3,878 in 2022 (not sure if 
the 2022 tax will be for the remaining 9 months or not but if this is the case it would be $2,908).  I certainly hope that the 
premier and finance minister can appreciate the fact that an additional amount of close to $4,000 yearly is unstainable for 
lower middle class people living on pensions. 
 
My husband and I married in 1971, bought a 3 bedroom bungalow of 864 sq ft and raised 2 children.  We still live in this 
home.  In the 1980's the mortgage interest rate was approximately 18%!  We managed this by cutting back on 
unnecessary things.   In the late 1980's during the recession, my husband's company closed and he lost his job.  Again 
we managed this by budgeting.  Fortunately I had a clerical job at Blue Cross which was not affected by this down turn in 
the economy.  This house was paid off in 1994.  We still live within our means, budget wisely and cut expenses when we 
can.  We own 1 vehicle which was purchase second- hand from a dealer in Amherst I might add.  My husband worked for 
Co-Op Atlantic which closed shortly after my husband retired and he lost 30% of his pension.  I am stating these facts so 
that you are aware that we are not well off - we just manage and live on the money we have.  We do not drink or 
smoke.  To take this property from us is a grave injustice! 
 
Our two children are now married with children of their own and of course, they love this property as well.  Our son lives in 
NB but our daughter is married to a military man posted out of Halifax to BC.  Previous to this BC posting, when they 
were in NB and then ON, they spend their summer vacation at the property in a travel trailer.   
 
The thought of losing this property is weighing very heavy on my mind and my heart.  To lose a property which has been 
in our family for 155 years is beyond my comprehension.   
 
I would like you to visit this cottage to see for yourself that we are not taking a home away from anyone else. 
 
I beg of you to reconsider this additional tax.   
 
Yours truly 
 
Alice (Goodwin) Dupuis 
Normand Dupuis 
 

 
 
 
   
 
         
 
 




