
April 13, 2021 

 

To the Law of Amendments Committee of the Province of Nova Scotia 

 

Re: Proposal to Levy a Non-Resident Property Tax 

 

My name is Mary Connolly Byrne and I am a co-owner of our family cottage in Hubbards, NS 

 

As a proud Nova Scotian and a property owner, who is living out of province, I am appalled at the current 

proposed changes to the provincial taxes aimed at “non-resident” owners.  I believe these changes to be 

unfair and punitive to the people who love the province of Nova Scotia.   

 

Our family has deep roots in Nova Scotia.  Our mother’s family, the Murphys, came to NS in the 1830s to begin 

a new life.  My great grandfather, WD Barclay, who was the General Manager of the Halifax and Southwestern 

Railway, was instrumental in establishing the south shore railway and as well as many other railways 

throughout the Maritime provinces and western Canada.   My grandfather Thomas W Murphy, who was a 

prominent Halifax lawyer, built our cottage in Hubbards in 1914 and this remains a cherished home in our 

family.  My four brothers and sisters were raised in Halifax.  My father, to advance his career in the federal 

government was transferred to Ontario but as “proud Nova Scotians” they returned each year valuing every 

minute they could spend at the cottage.   

 

The fact that our cottage is not winterized limits the amount of time we are physically able to stay there.  How 
can this tax be fair to so many who have unwinterized residences?  Finance Minister Allan McMaster stated in 

a CBC.ca interview posted on April 8th "Our focus with this legislation has really been on the fact that 

so many Nova Scotians are struggling to find housing," No one could live an unwinterized residence 
year-round.   
 
 

The fact that your government is taking aim at families like ours, who consider Nova Scotia our home, is a very 

low blow.  We return to the province every year for 3 or more months in the summer to our cottages and 

occasionally at other times throughout the year. We spend time with numerous family members, including 

aunts, uncles, nieces, and nephews that number in the hundreds and who currently live in Nova Scotia.  We 

were educated in the public and private schools in the province, including attending the universities of St 

Francis Xavier, St Mary’s, Dalhousie and Acadia.  We have been paying taxes for over 100 years.  

 

Since having moved out of the province in 1967, I have returned every year to Nova Scotia, not missing one 

summer in my life of over 70 years.  We encourage our family and friends to vacation in the province because 

it is a place we love.  We are your best ambassadors.  While there, we support the community by shopping 

locally and hiring local trades people to maintain our properties.  Even our grandchildren attend sailing lessons 

at the local sailing club. Annually we spend in excess of $25,000 while in NS and we are just one family.  This 

attack on non-residents will be a detriment to the tourism and economy of the province.  Who of the “non-

residents” will encourage people to come to visit and spend their money, when they in turn do not feel 

welcome in this province?   



 

I am “home” when I return to our cottage.  We remain loyal to our Atlantic roots and your government is 

attacking this loyalty.  You are attacking non-resident owners.  Previous governments, in their first term of 

office that had misguided cash grabs, such as the Yarmouth ferry cancellation or taxing of the entertainment 

industries, suffered the consequences at the next election.  I resent being labeled a non-resident and believe 

this tax to be an unfair, misguided and punitive money grab from a government that is attempting to take 

money from proud ex-Nova Scotians who have maintained their loyalty and financial support to the province 

and who are unable to vote the current government out of office. 

 

I hope that you will see fit to rethink this proposal and find another solution while not damaging an important 

part of your provincial economy.   

 

Sincerely, 

Mary J Byrne 

 

 

 

 

Hubbards, NS  

 

 

Mississauga, ON  




