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Mr. Chair, members of the Law Amendments Committee.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak in favour of Bill 145. |1 am here on behalf of not only my
company Polycorp, but also as the renewable energy iead for the Investment Property Owners
Association of Nova Scotia. Polycorp has also supported the efforts of Solar Nova Scotia and
CanREA — the Canadian Renewable Energy Association.

We would like to thank the Minister of Natural Resources and Renewables and the dedicated
public servants in his department who have helped prepare this legislation that we are

reviewing today.

t would like to thank the Premier personally for his leadership in putting Nova Scotia on a path
for a cleaner future, with more solar energy from a diverse group of players.

if we are going to truly “break the Nova Scotia Power monopoly” — as was once promised in a
previous election — it is legislation like Bill 145 that will help make it happen.

We believe in Bill 145 because it will help me and my company do our own small part to win the
fight against climate change.

First, a little bit about Polycorp.

For 30 years, we have developed a variety of different residential neighbourhoods - including
affordable rentals, market-based condos and townhouses and single detached to own.

We have provided quality housing in the north end and central Halifax, along the Bedford Basin,
Fleming Park, Long Lake Village and Wolfville. We have plans to do more in the Valley and in
Spryfield — all we need are municipal and provincial governments that will work WITH the
private sector, not against.

But that’s a topic for another day and another meeting.

Today is about Bill 145.

This legislation opens the door to more Nova Scotians accessing solar power. It's the logical
next step to the Electricity Act amendments passed last year.

Polycorp has always been more than just about building houses.



it's no understatement that we want to pass on a better planet to future generations.
That’s why we have been reducing the carbon footprint of our new builds for quite some time.

We use Insulating Concrete Forms — or ICFs — which make our buildings far more energy
efficient.

We build to LEED standards — Leadership in Environmental Energy and Design. Our Q Lofts
Building in North End Halifax was recognized as LEED Platinum in 2018.

Polycorp is installing charging stations for Electric Vehicles in some of our new builds or
retrofitting some of our existing buildings to make it easier for our resident EV owners.

Which brings us to solar energy.
Polycorp is ready to invest in solar energy.

Large scale solar energy installations will help Polycorp deliver Net Zero buildings in Wolfville
and in Halifax.

Bilf 145 can make this happen.

There’s only one catch.

Government has to get the regulatory framework right.

What do | mean by that?

In Nova Scotia, most apartment buildings get electricity through both residential meters and
commercial meters. It's the legacy of having some of the most expensive power bills in Canada.

The cost is therefore spread between units and common areas.

This means that between 95-98% of electricity coming into apartment buildings goes through
residential meters, with the remaining 2-5% coming through commercial meters.

For Polycorp to invest in solar energy, for Polycorp to deliver net zero buildings, we need both
our residential and commercial meters be a part of the Net Metering program.

Government has assured us that apartments will be included in Net Metering.

But we still don’t know whether that means both residential and commercial meters in our
buildings wili be eligible for Net Metering.



Our company is ready to get moving on solar energy.

| have already contacted Nova Scotia Power to start this move to large scale solar.

All we need is clarity and certainty.

Polycorp has been ready to invest for the last 12 months.
Let’s not lose any more time.

The sooner we can get this regulatory issued resolved.

The sooner we know that both residential and commercial meters are covered by the new Net
Metering.

The sooner we can get to work and start making investments to win the fight against climate
change through more solar energy.

Thank you very much and | am happy to answer any of your questions.

Peter Polley
902-830-6165

peter@polycorp.co
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MURB Structures have
dozens of Residential
Meters — on the
Domestic Service Tariff —
exactly the same as
Single Family Homes
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