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Thank you for this opportunity to address the committee and share my thoughts
about the budget as it pertains to the population of Nova Scotians with
developmental disabilities and their families.

My name is Wendy Liii and I’m Chair of Community Homes Action Group - a group
of concerned citizens, health care professionals, parents and advocates formed in
2010 to draw attention yet again to the government of the day about the crisis in
residential options for persons with disabilities. And to work with them to find
solutions.

A bit of history here: In the mid-nineties, a moratorium was placed on creation of
small community based homes for persons with developmental disabilities. By
2010, this had led to a critical and growing shortage of community options for
people. Hundreds of young people with disabilities — including those with Downs
Syndrome and Autism Spectrum Disorder, (ASD) had come of age since the Charter
of Rights and Freedoms came into force. They and their parents had grown up with
the belief that, like their brothers and sisters they have the right to live and work
and enjoy life in their communities. To make that happen however, they needed
community-based housing supports.

At the same time, there were still with some 1100 people living in large congregate
facilities — at a time when provinces across the country were far ahead of us in terms
of deinstitutionalization.

The lack of community capacity had grown through several governments and all
political stripes. We realized then and we realize now that the issue is one of
political will.

That is why we presented to the Community Services Standing Committee three
times since 2011 to alert MLA’s to the issues.

We joined with other organizations such as NSACL, People First and Disability
Rights Coalition calling on the province to honor the UN Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disability which states persons with disabilities should be able to
choose their place of residence.

Perhaps all of our combined efforts over the years finally led to some action. In early
2013 the province struck a joint community-government committee — to develop a
roadmap for the transformation of the NS Services of Persons with Disabilities
Program guided by the UN Convention.

The Roadmap Process called for:
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• Number one, greater self direction, choice and control by persons with
disabilities and their families;

• modernized delivery systems for supports and services to advance social and
economic inclusion;

• and thirdly, increased community capacity — meaning more supported living
choices within the communities.

The Roadmap laid out a five-year implementation time frame for emptying
institutions, clearing waitlists and creating community capacity. The government
accepted the plan — but with a ten- year time frame.

In early 2014, Minister Joanne Bernard confirmed the current Liberal government’s
acceptance of the Roadmap and committed to meeting the 2023 deadline for
completion.

There were some very high hopes that real change would occur for our population.

A big job ahead but everyone seemed clear about the goals.

Creating community capacity was what it was all about For the many hundreds of
individuals living in institutions who should have the opportunity to live in
community. For the hundreds of people living with their aging parents and wanting
to start their lives.

So how has this all unfolded?

Families, advocates and the very hopeful members of the Roadmap process have
been very disappointed at the lack of real change on the ground, on the central
issues - the lack of capacity in community based options. Waitlists continue to
grow.

Although there has been some investment and some progress, it is the glacial PACE
with which change is happening that is so frustrating.

In the budgets of 2014 and 2015, there was no new money for implementing the
Roadmap, specifically for expanding small option home capacity.

The budget of 2016, announced a $3 million to transition 25 people from
institutions to community-based care.

In 2017 the government announced funding to create 8 small option homes to
create opportunities for up to 32 people

The budget of 2018 re-announced the creation of the same 8 small option homes as
announced in 2017.

2



A couple of months ago, we began a campaign called “8 is not enough!” I have
buttons if anyone wants one.

But it seems the government hasn’t heard us.

The budget of last week announced, astonishingly, no new money for new homes.

The Department’s business plan for 2019-20 instead said
“we are moving forward on or commitment to develop eight community-based
small option homes so residents can live more inclusively as part of their
community. Residents have already begun moving into two of the new homes.”

It’s a gross understatement to say we’re disappointed with this budget Many of
those on waitlists now will be dead and gone at the rate government is moving.
These people may be your friends, your loved ones or your neighbours.

The lack of action in this 2019 budget is doubly disappointing in light of the Human
Rights Inquiry which found the government clearly violated the human rights of
three Nova Scotians for many years by failing to provide the resources necessary to
allow them to live in community, not locked away.

We would have thought in light of the revelations that have come out over months
of the inquiry that this budget would recognize the government’s obligation to
respect the human rights of persons with disabilities.

We hoped this budget would address with much greater urgency the long-
established need for more supported living choices within community — a need
acknowledged by the current government and the previous government when they
endorsed the Roadmap.

Instead, this budget does even less than previous budgets to address the human
rights of persons with disabilities

Before the 2018 budget, CRAG recommended to the Finance Minister an investment
in 25 new small option homes a years over the next three years. That would have
meant an increase of 75 new supportive living arrangements across the province by
2021.

Instead we are seeing the same 8 homes being re-announced the third budget in a
row.

We sometime hear, and most recently from the Premier, that this is all very complex
and people aren’t ready to be moved into the community. There may be a few
instances amongst the hundreds remaining in institutions that will take a little more
time. But forty years ago, it took only a few years for communities, with the support
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of municipalities and federal and provincial governments, to create hundreds of
community based group homes and small option homes to meet the needs of people
leaving institutions. It is not rocket science.

All it takes is political will and the commitment to get on with it.

This week a rally and press conference was held here in the lobby calling for more
supported housing in the community.

That same day, an open letter was presented to the Premier signed by over 70
individuals and 250 organizations calling for action now.

I will table this letter to the Premier and now end with a quote from the letter;

“We call on you to fulfill your government’s promises by 2023 — including
addressing the needs of everyone on the waitlist in a timely manner and ensuring
that no one is unnecessarily institutionalized in a large congregate care facilities —

through a legislated multi-year funding commitment It is within your power to put
an end to indifference and contempt for the rights of people with disabilities in this
province.”

Thank you for this opportunity to share our concerns today.

Wendy LIII
Chair, Community Homes Action Group

4




