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Re. Bill 116 - Biodiversity Act

On behalf of the St. Margaret's Bay Stewardship Association (SMBSA) and Woodens
River Watershed Environmental Organization (WRWEO), we are grateful for the
opportunity to appear before Law Amendments Committee this afternoon. We are
pleased to see the government introduce an Act that aims to protect and enshrine the
protection of Biodiversity into legislation. Both the SMBSA and WRWEO work hard to
ensure the ecological integrity of our catchment areas and endorse Bill 116. As we are in
the midst of the decline of ecological integrity in our province, and around the world in
general, an Act that addresses these issues is perhaps more needed than ever before.
We are very pleased to see many important aspects already within the bill but submit to
the Committee our recommendations to ensure the best, and strongest, Act is produced
in order to meet the intended outcomes. Through our years of experience and research
on topics relating to ecology and biology we have settled on the following
recommendations which we would like to see incorporated into the act:

1. The initial State of Biodiversity Report should be completed as soon as possible.
We believe that atwo year period for this initiative is reasonable and that five
years, with many of our Species at Risk in precipitous decline, is too long to wait.
This Act requires astrong baseline of comparison and therefore one must be
established as soon as possible. After the establishment of the initial State of
Biodiversity Report we believe that five years for subsequent Reports is
appropriate. For example, the preamble touches on Mi'kmaq values and concepts
which webelieve shouldbe moved to the purpose section.

2. Much of the preamble section should be moved into aPurpose section, increasing
clarity and legal weight.
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The addition of the following language - "The Minister shall develop goals,
targets and objectives for biodiversity conservation by 2021".

The addition of the following language - "The Minister shall identify critical
biodiversity areas and develop an integrated and coordinated biodiversity
conservation plan by 2021."
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5. A clarification of the language within clause #32 - "No person shall interfere with
lawful and sustainable use of biodiversity by another person." Our concern is that
if this clause were to remain as is it could be used to crack down on lawful
demonstrations, or protests.

6. In general, we would like to seea greateremphasis on the balancing ofsocial and
heritage values that are enshrined in our communities across the province as the
integrityofbiodiversity values are often inseparableto these values.

7. Although there are many clauses that wewould want to specifically endorse, we
would like to strongly support Clause 45 which reads:

a. "No person affected by this Act or the regulations is entitled to
compensation for any restriction, encumbrance or use orthe lack of use,
of any nature orkind whatsoever, that may result orresults from the
enactment of this Act or the regulations."

As biodiversity mustbe considered a public interestvalue. It is clear that we all
rely upon it for ourhealth, ecosystem services, andquality oflife aswell as those
who relyupon its integrity for their livelihoods. For those in the latter it is
essential that adequate regulations are determined in order to ensurethe long-
term sustainability ofboth theseindustries and the biodiversity uponwhich they
depend. Therefore, thereshould benoexpectation offinancial compensation
from public funds.
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