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To the Law Amendments Committee:-

I am totally opposed to this Bill becoming law. It would allow SPCA officers to be able to, without reasonable
cause, enter my property, day or night, to inspect my animals. They would be able to require me to produce
animals from my home and if dissatisfied with my level of care or ifconcerned with the animals' welfare, even
with no sign of abuse, they would be able to seize my pet. If I had accommodation for my animals separate
from my residence - such as a kennel, outside living accommodation, garage, etc. they would be able to come
onto my property without notice and inspect the facility, regardless of fencing, regardless of whether or not I
was present. Such warrantless entry is completely against the Constitution, and in some rural areas such an
invasion of privacy, particularly at night, could possibly get the officers shot!

Iam also very concerned by other changes proposed to the current Act. They do not seem well-thought-out, I
have not heard if other stakeholders, such as veterinarians, dog and cat breeders, etc, were consulted at all in
the process. The prohibition on docking, declawing, debarking and ear cropping is wrong-headed, as these
procedures are often done for the welfare and comfort of the animal. Docking is a necessary procedure for
some breeds to prevent considerable tail damage to these dogs when working in the field, and is also a
traditional procedure which has been carried out for over a century. It is done at a very young age - 3-5 days
normally - causes no distress whatsoever to the dog, and is easily and humanely done by experienced
breeders. Declawing of cats and debarking of dogs is often a life-saver for these animals, as without these
procedures being done the animal would be euthanized as the owner would consider the damage and noise
to be untenable if the cat cannot be prevented from clawing furniture, and the dog from disturbing
neighbours to the point of complaints and neighbourhood hostility.

Please register our total opposition to this Bill becoming law.

Terry & Stephanie Horan




