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Mr. (or Madame) Chairperson & Committee Members, thank

you for allowing me to be here today to speak with you.

Kwe - Good Afternoon, my name is Chief Terry Paul, of

Membertou. I am here representing both my community and

•the Assembly of Nova Scotia Mi'kmaq Chiefs.

In speaking today on Bill 85, let me tell you that I appreciate the

dialogue and discussion that has taken place. An opportunity of

this caliber should be given much thought and attention.

In Membertou, I like to think that we know a thing or two about

seizing opportunities and making calculated decisions. Over the

last thirty-four years, I have had the great fortune of being



elected the Chief of Membertou. In my early years as Chief, the

state of our community was economically depressed.

As myself and our Council sat around the table, we had some

very difficult and sometimes unpopular decisions to make, in

order to see through the vision that we had for our community.

For those of you who have visited Membertou, you've seen an

economically and socially thriving Mi'kmaq community - but it

is not by mistake that our community has risen. It was in

creating a vision that we believed in, for our community and

following through on it every single day, that it was possible. It

was in working diligently every day for thirty-four years, to

make our vision a reality, that we've seen the successes that we

have. It was looking at opportunities from different lenses and

deciding that we would move forward, if not just for us, but for



the future of the community.

As you can imagine, our decision to work with the Sydney Port

Development group is no different. In coming to the table, we

did our research and made calculated decisions before moving

ahead.

As the Co-Chair of the Assembly of Nova Scotia Mi'kmaq Chiefs,

I represent thirteen Mi'kmaq communities across the province.

For us, this is much more than strictly a Sydney operation.

The benefits that our communities stand to work for, will

support 22,000 Mi'kmaq people in Nova Scotia -from

Membertou all the way to Acadia.

We recognize that this is the only Port project in Nova Scotia

that has gone through the proper consultation process. It is a



true Nation-to-Nation initiative. This project has allowed us to

see a true example of Truth and Reconciliation between the

Mi'kmaq and our government. We hope that this will

be the first of many true partnerships among us.

Not unlike some of the challenges faced by the CBRM,

Membertou was not always a popular place to do business.

We've had to make sacrifices and "act" outside the box to

become attractive to business partners and developers.

In moving this Bill forward, perhaps it's not the way we've

traditionally done things in our region... but why let that

hinder our growth?

Like our counterparts in Halifax, having deeper decision-making

power within the CBRM will enable us to provide incentives and



become attractive for development. It is a positive step toward

a prosperous future.

Without incentive, what advantage do we have over any other

region? We must put our best foot forward.

We are grateful to the Province of Nova Scotia, Minister

Mombourquette, our Cape Breton MLA's, CBRM and

Mayor Clarke along with his team for the dedicated work

they've been doing over the last number of years.

Thanks to the proper consultation processes, our communities

now hold stake to 250 acres of land, which is now

under the control of the Assembly of Nova Scotia Mi'kmaq

Chiefs.

As an Assembly of Chief's, we work united together for the



benefit of the entire province and our communities. We choose

collaboration over competition. Please know that Bill 85 and

the future of Port Development potential in Sydney is a

province-wide initiative that has gone through it's due

processes with the Mi'kmaq. There is potential for all Nova

Scotians and people from all across the country to become

involved.

I stand with our communities who say, that in creating a

Charter for the CBRM, we must take our time and be thoughtful

about the process. But I also strongly believe that in moving Bill

85 forward, we're giving our communities a competitive

advantage for growth, all the while, still working to develop a

meaningful Charter in a timely manner.



In Membertou, we know what it means to have the ability to

make decisions, the freedom to think differently, and we see

the advantages that can come out of having the power to move

projects along at a timely pace. I know, that if the CBRM are

granted the same opportunities, it will only further promote

growth, prosperity and a bright future for Cape Bretoners, Nova

Scotians, and Canadians.

Wela'lioq, Thank you!




