
From: Wright, Dave <wrightd@hrsb.ca>
Sent: Monday, March 05, 2018 6:29 PM
To: Office of the Legislative Counsel
Subject: Written submission of Law Amendments on Bill 72

"They'll never eliminate school boards, school boards close schools and that provides political cover to the government."
I've heard this statement made by several of my provincial colleagues over the past number of years. I've always fought
back that this was a dangerous position to take. Closing schools is horrible, it's what got me onto the school board in the
first place and is the most emotionally draining and divisive thing I've had to do in my six years on the Board. To look
parents in the eye and tell them that although their children will be forced into a transition they don't want, it's better
for the system because of things they can't wrap their heads around like "program delivery" and "efficient use of
resources". For this job, I pass the torch to you.

My name is Dave Wright. I am current Vice President of the Nova Scotia School Boards Association, current member
and former Chair of the Halifax Regional School Board, and most importantly a passionate Father of two kids in our

system. I'm here today in opposition to the elimination of School Boards proposed in Bill 72.

Istruggled tremendously with my comments for today. Do I point out the reasons I am opposed, the reasons I am mad,
the ways in which Ifeel the public's voice is being taken from them and they don't even know because a teachers strike
was averted? Do I talk about the loss of minority representation and the feelings of my colleagues from around the
Province that the proposed legislation does little to compensate for that loss of voice? Or do I talk to you about why it's
so important to allow the public to vote for someone to represent them specifically for education, not have their votes
mixed up with other priorities like hospitals and potholes?

Idecided that there are others who can and have spoken to these things far more eloquently than I. So what I will talk
to you about today is the proposal of empowering SAC's that has yet to be explained to me. You see, I am a product of
our current SAC model and I dutifully attended many meetings where we talked about exterior lighting to reduce
vandalism, a safe kiss and go drop off loop, or parents driving onto school property during dismissal times, putting
children at risk. All important things to talk about and I'm sure those who continue on their local SAC's will volunteer to
work on these things just as dutifully as Idid. Empower them, they need to be empowered, but recognize that they
could be empowered without the elimination of locally elected school boards.

Seeing that this appears to be a done deal, I'm interested in how this new model deals with some of the bigger issues
we've been trying to address at the school board level. I look forward to progress in many areas that have been
exhausting to me and my Provincial colleagues. I now know that the Provincial Government isgoing to take the reigns
on these complex issues and I look forward to celebrating their progress with you.

What am Italkingabout, you ask? Let'sstart with critically underfunded infrastructure - parking lots and windows, roofs
in such desperate need of repair with onlya tiny drop in a bucket funded each and every year. People used to point to
school boards for not getting this done even though the money comes from the Provincial Government. Forthis, I now
pass the torch to you.

Systemic racism, a crippling disease that permeates our province and makes those who are equal to you and Iin every
single way feel like they are less for nojust reason. Identifying ifthis systemic racism is a factor in student suspensions,
graduation rates, teacher discipline, or the achievement gap. Once more, Ipass the torch to you.

And for transparency, possibly the most important thingthat risks being lost in removal of school boards, ensuring that
the public knows where its money is being spent and how effective it is at setting and reaching goals. Maintaining and
ensuring a public record. I'm excited to follow your progress after Ipass that torch to you.



Engaging the public, something all school boards and other public officials struggle with every single day. How do I best
represent the diverse public? The single parents, the minorities, the rich and the poor; the urban, suburban, and rural,
those with physical, mental, or learning disabilities, those who struggle in, and those who exceed the public school
program. For all of this, I pass the torch to you.

And lastly, for the implementation of the Inclusion Report. The most important review of public education for at least a
decade. The report that is now being held up as the reason this bill must pass so quickly, school boards must be
eliminated to make this work, clearly there are amazing changes in this upcoming yet to be tabled report. The Premiere
is now stating that Bill 72 must be passed without time to process the consequences even though nobody has seen the
contents of this bill. I hope the reforms in that report are sweeping and game changing, but more importantly I hope
they are acted on as swiftlyas the Glaze Report became Bill 72 and moved into law. Apparently we're trading our very
right to vote for smoother implementation of these reforms. For this, I and the over 80 school board member who will
be eliminated pass the torch to you.

Remember though, the public in Nova Scotia will be watching. Every school will now have a body that is paying
attention, advisory or otherwise, they will be watching. The system needs change, nobody is denying it. Boards and
teachers have been crying out for help in changing it. Now, with the help of many "advisors" throughout the system, I
pass the torch to you.

Instead of this drastic change, eliminating a whole level of non-partisan government. What can change in Bill 72 to
make sure these things and many others are not forgotten? Empower SAC's, they need to be empowered. Strengthen
the connection between School Boards and their SAC's. Construct a robust network between Boards and the public
through the SAC's. Strengthen the relationship between Boards and the Minister. Put in place the Governance work
boards have done through NSSBA that was endorsed and funded bythe department over the past two years. Make the
system better, we have been waiting to work together on this. When you and your MLA peers vote on Bill 72, youare
voting on whether you want to take the torch alone or carry on together.
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