
Presentation to Law Amendments Committee

My name is Krista Lunn. I am a parent of a high school student and also a Speech-Language

Pathologist in our public education system. I live in Upper Falmouth, and Chuck Porter is my
MLA. Thank you for listening to my views on the legislation at hand.

I have worked as a Speech-Language Pathologist for the past 17 years. Throughout that time, I

have worked in 40 different schools and I have been fortunate to have worked with hundreds

of classroom teachers, resource teachers, guidance counsellors, Learning Centre Teachers,

Behaviour Intervention Resource Teachers, School Psychologists, Learning Disability Specialists,

Autism Specialists, Behaviour Consultants, Literacy specialists, Math Specialists, Principals, Vice-

Principals, and other Speech-Language Pathologists. We are all members of the Nova Scotia

Teachers Union. These roles are very diverse and we all bring our differing areas of expertise to

educate our students.

Ask yourself, how is it that this diverse group of critical thinking professionals can

overwhelmingly agree on two things?

1. That Nova Scotia's education system is failing our students; and

2. That we are willing to stand up together in opposition to this unconstitutional

legislation.

I began this current school year with 125 referrals for my services across 5 schools between

Kings and Hants County from grades primary to 8. That number has currently risen to 138

students who need my services. For the lucky students whose communication challenges are

great enough to make it on my direct caseload, they at most are able to see me 2-3 times per

month.

62 of these students are appropriately on Individual Program Plans that contain outcomes

addressing their communication challenges among other academic/social/life-skills goals. With

a minimum of 3 program planning meetings per student on an IPP, this means 186 meetings

that I "hope" to attend, but of course I am unable to do this. My input around developing and

monitoring the Individual Program Plans for these students is highly valued by my teaching

colleagues. When I am unable to attend meetings I do my best to provide input, but

unfortunately, the bulk of this IPP work from development, to instruction, to intervention, to

assessment and documentation is downloaded to classroom teachers.

I want to speak more about classroom teachers. You have heard a lot from classroom teachers

about their circumstances. I want you to hear from someone who is not a classroom teacher

but who witnesses them do their magic every day.

As a Speech-Language Pathologist, I feel I have a special and unique view of the education

system. I am on the periphery of the classrooms, where most of the learning happens. The



educational researchers have in fact reported time and time again that the single biggest
influence on student achievement is in fact the classroom teacher. Ihave seen so many changes
over the years that get dumped on classroom teachers: among them are new initiatives,
unwieldy data collection that does not add to student learning, the increasing challenges ofour
student population and the erosion ofstudent supports (such as the supports that my Student
Services colleagues and I provide).

Sometimes even, I have contributed to the extra workload on teachers. I have been the one at

the front of the room during an inservice day telling teachers about the new literacy practices
they needed to bedoing, the new data they need to collect, and the new forms that they must
complete. Ihave also been the one reporting specific instructional recommendations theyneed
to implement for that one student in their class.

Over the last five years, however, Ihave been much more careful about how Ican support
teachers rather than adding to their workload. The classroom teachers are truly barely surviving
and Idon't want to be the one who breaks them. Ido my best to support them, without adding
one more thing to their plate. Iknow that the fact that Icannot adequately support the
students in their classroom who need speech-language services, is enough of a burden for them
to carry.

However, other things have not let up for classroom teachers. Regardless of the needs of our

students and whether or not they are supported by the appropriate professionals, classroom
teachers are always expected to pick up the slack. These kids still show up at school whether or
notwe have adequate supports for them. These students end up in the classroom regardless,
often struggling and sometimes acting out. Classroom teachers are forced to become social

workers, guidance counsellors, communication specialists, interventionists, diagnosticians,
referees, and in some cases almost parents. Our system is eroding in all aspects, and you are
hearing primarily from classroomteachers and about classroom conditions because this is
where the rubber hits the road, and classroom teachers are the ones who are desperately
trying to keep it all together. This shouldn't be news to you. This isn't new information. Yet, this
legislation does nothing to address this. Please don't tell me that a committee, commission or
council is the answer. It's not.

I have three simple cost-effective suggestions:

1. Instead of funding a committee to once again review inclusion, put that money immediately
into staffing student supports. Speech-Language Pathologists, School Psychologists, Guidance
Counsellors, Learning Disability Specialists, Resource Teachers and Educational Assistants. This
will immediately benefit studentsand improve their learning conditions. It will also lessen the
burden on classroom teachers.

2. Stop spending millions ofdollars on provincial assessments where the sole purpose is
accountability and where the results have zero positive impact on student learning. Use these



funds to hire more Student Services staff. I will remind you who they are: Speech-Language

Pathologists, School Psychologists, Learning Disability Specialists, Guidance Counsellors,

Resource Teachers and Educational Assistants.

3. Withdraw the $20 million classroom conditions committee. Committees, commissions,

councils have had zero impact on student achievement over the years. The media is quick to

report that student achievement has not significantly increased over the years. This is despite

countless "expert" committees and studies having been completed at the request of all three of

the political parties over the years. Take that $20 million and instead address classroom

composition and class caps at all grade levels. Limit the number of students in each classroom

from primary to grade 12. Additionally, limit the number of students with IPPs or adaptations in

each classroom from primary to grade 12.

I would be remiss if I didn't also address my biggest issue with this legislation:

I truly believe that my constitutional rights would be violated with the imposition of any

contract that is not ratified by NSTU members. I have full confidence that the courts will agree. I

do want to take the time to point out how the very premise the premier has given for

introducing this legislation is flawed and based in mistruths. The premier stated that work to

rule was "impacting students" and that was why this legislation was needed.

During Work to Rule, student-centred instruction has been taking place more than it has at any

other time over the past number of years. My teaching colleagues overwhelmingly report that

students were learning more than ever. The lack of distractions of data collection, assessments,

meetings, and forced professional development allowed the teachers to get to their work of

teaching students.

During work to rule, my speech-language students achieved more as well with their

communication goals. I still wrote reports. I still contacted parents. I still communicated with

teachers. I continued to provide direct services to students.

In closing, I ask that we stop moving forward with this unconstitutional legislation and instead

get to work ensuring that the tangible supports our students need are put in place.

Respectfully submitted,

Krista Lunn




