
From: Erin Hart-Breen
Sent: Friday, February 17, 2017 7:51 AM
To: Office of the Legislative Counsel
Subject: Attn: Honourable Diana Whalen RE: Bill 75

To the Honourable Diana Whalen, Chair of the Law Amendments Committee:

Please accept the following letter as a pleaby myself, Erin Hart-Breen, a secondary teacher from Havre
Boucher, on behalfof the students and teachers of Nova Scotia. It has been composed to address the concern
around Bill 75.

I respectfully ask that you take a few minutes out of yourbusyproceedings to participate in an exercise of
empathy.

Visualize that the 51 MLAs and additional staffof the legislature no longer have access tothe spacious hall to
which they have become accustomed, and are placed in a room designed to hold 30,at most. Imagine for a
moment that thebill in front of you has to do with YOUR future. Everyone around you is saying thathow you
understand and interpret whatyouare reading will affect your ability to do your job, to make a living, to
succeed in life.

Now imagine thatof those 51,10 of you reading this bill do not understand some of its contents because you
have missed previous sessions that explained many key concepts.
4 of you have difficulty reading it because it is not in your first language.
8 of youhave a recognized or undiagnosed learning disability that prevents you from comprehending muchof
its critical content.

5 of you cannotfocus because of sheerexhaustion. Maybeyou had to work last nightto help support yourself
and your family. Maybe you had to sleep in a car. Maybe you have been 'surfing' from couch to couch because
you do not have a stable home. Maybe you come from a toxic or abusive home environment. Maybe you are
responsible for caring for younger siblings or children of yourown. For whatever reason, it tookall your energy
just to get here today, much less focus on a specific task.
5 of you are suffering from mental illness,which may or may not be in additionto any of the challenges
mentioned here.

4 of you cannot focus because you are truly hungry. The only food you will get today might be provided by the
breakfast program or shared by a friend.
5 of you have a substance abuse problem that likelycoexists with one or more other obstacles you are facing.
3 of you have ADHD and your whole body is fighting to be active while you are being told that you need to sit
and read the bill in front of you.
4 of you have severe anxiety and cannot think about your assigned tasks because you are consumed with the
thoughts of problems out of your control. This also prevents you from mustering the courage to ask for
clarification.

4 identify as non-binary, outside the sterotypical definition of gender and sexuality, and as a result are under a
great deal of stress, perhaps unable to be open about your identity to your classmates, family and friends.
3 of you understood the bill perfectly and are becoming disengaged with the proceedings because you have to
wait while the needs of everyone else are met.

There is only one person available to help all of you, and there is only an hour in which to do it. That person
has committed his, her or their life to helping you access the information that will help you understand this bill,



and others, thathave been said to have a direct correlation to your ability to achieve a bright and successful
future. That one person will strive to consider your individual situation and learning styles. One person will try
to answer all questions and clarify this information to make it relatable to you. Unfortunately, there are dozens
ofother "bills" you have to read and interpret, so your questions may not get answered, especially ifyou don't
have time to ask them. Bythe time that person reads it aloud and explains itsbasic meaning to all those who
needed help, your hour is up and you have hardly had time to discuss its significance.

Back to reality. Are you confused? Does thatsound like a learning environment in which you could thrive? That
is a rough visualization ofthe makeup ofmany high school classrooms. I cannot claim to understand how every
classroom functions, nor can I claim to understand the challenges that any of you face in your respective
professions. What I do understand is as follows: Somewhere along the line you each decided that the best way
for you to contribute to society was to beanMLA and help your fellow Nova Scotians have a brighter future. In
that respect, our jobs are similar. Every day I go to work striving to make the lives ofmy students better, hoping
I canhelp themrealize their full potential, with the goal of living happy, productive lives. Are our ambitions so
different?

Can you relate to how it feels to hear people claim you are only concerned about salary and pension when you
have dedicated your life serving others? Can you sympathize with how demeaning it is for people to cast such
aspersions about your profession? How have we landed on opposing sides? We all have the same end goal. The
students ofthis province look attheir teachers and government as honourable, educated, responsible people who
are committed to assisting and supporting them. We need to continue to work together for our youth, not waste
time fighting amongst ourselves. Ifa team suffers three losses, they do not disband and turn on each other; they
work harder to resolve any issues and come together to win. Nova Scotia's children need us, allof us, to win.
Three rejected contracts, though frustrating to those involved in the process, should not be viewed as a loss. Our
continued cooperation can serve as a testament of the teachers' and the governments' refusal to settle for second
best when it comes to our youth. We are not at an impasse. This is still regular season, andwe have time to
reevaluate our game, make the playoffs, and bring the Stanley Cupof education backto our students.

We, the teachers and the government, need to rebuild our trust in each other. The teachers have never stopped
teaching, even during work-to-rule. You can trust that we will continue todo the jobs we love and keep our
students as our first priority. We need to trust that the rights we teach our students in class, the rights you
learned about inschool, the rights once protected by the government for which you chose to work, will be
protected. Although I am a Social Studies teacher, I am not so naive to believe that every one ofyou, enjoyed
history class as much as I did. I am sure that you can remember enough to realize that imposing acontract on
teachers will not reinstate "normalcy" in the classroom. You will beshowing our students, and the citizens of
this province, that it is normal for agovernment to change laws, to keep its citizens 'in line'. In this terrifying
global political climate, is that really what we want to see normalized? When I teach Social Studies ten years
from now, how will this government compare to the governments ofhistory? What will your legacy be? Will
you be on the side that proved democracy to be an illusion or the side that fought, through uncertain and
strenuous times, to make this province a leader in education? Let us work together to make it the latter.

Please consider these thoughts as you participate in the current proceeding. Please do not enable legislation that
betrays the values and standards of this province and its citizens.

Sincerely,

Erin Hart-Breen

Secondary Teacher, Strait Regional School Board




