
Hello, my name is Laura Jessome Iam a 24 year-old hard working student living in Halifax, N.S. I
want to be honest by saying Ihave never paid much attention to politics in the past, perhaps
because nothing hit so close to home for me before. Iam writing this now totell Mr. Stephen
MacNeil that I am awake, Isee you and Ican't unknow. I now know about the state of our
education system, our mental health care and support systems and that is poorat best. Our
teachers, students, support staff and parents have been screaming out for help for quite some
time but those voices have fallen on deaf ears. Instead ofallowing for fair collective bargaining
and hearing the real issues that happen every day in each school across this province, you have
rehearsed a "get out of jail free" line. Iam writing to you now to saydo not pass "GO" do not
pass Bill 75, is it worth the risk to roll the dice on the education for the next generation of our
province? Instead Iask you to please consider these three major issues plaguing our education
system; the inclusion model, discipline, and class sizes. Three issues that I believe if addressed
and improved upon would mean a lifetime of difference for many students.

I'd like to start with improving the inclusion model because it is something Iam very
passionate about. In any given classroom across Nova Scotia teachers have numerous students
with various learning capabilities, adaptations, behavioural issues, socioeconomic struggles, and
mental health issues all of which they bring to the classroom with them each and every day.
Teachers are trying to balance lesson planning, instructional time, individual assessments, one
on one assistance, data entry, guidance counselling, recreation planning and work-life balance
with little sometimes zero support. Children are falling through the cracks Premier, Iassure you
of this. Children of your province are being pushed through the system without meeting
minimum grade level or IPP requirements. Is this the kind of future you want to provide for the
children of Nova Scotia? I urge you to ask yourself this question as you continue to force
teachers to work day in and day out knowing that they are unable to help students placed in
their care.

My next issue is discipline in the classroom or rather lack thereof, as it is no secret to
anyone with any ties to the education system that teachers have no authority and students
know it. Some students take advantage of our twisted system and chose to not complete class
work, disrupt other students and waste valuable resources by being defiant. Teachers,Support
Staff, Vice-Principals and Principals all may end up getting involved in a situation regarding a
defiant student, this takes away from some many other important duties these people could be
devoting their time to. This all stems from a lackof respect for teachers which you, Stephen
MacNeil are reinforcing. My fear is that if this Bill 75 is passed the disrespect for teachers and
education will only rise.

My last issue concerns class sizes and Ithink you already know just how desperate this
really is. With all of the required data submissions and tax dollars Iam quite certain you can spit
out some ratios of active permanent or term teachers versus registered attending students. I
mean there must be some point to those attendance sheets everyday right? The reason
teachers devote hours and hours to data entry is to validate our education system so I'm sure
you know the exact student-teacher ratio and the damaging effects that is having on academic
performance across Nova Scotia.

In closing Iwould actually like to thank Stephen MacNeil and Karen Casey for shaking
me out of the political daze I was in and allowing me to become united with others in my
community. I will continue to stand in proud support with NSTU and all other unions across
Nova Scotia as we push for a better future. I ask you once more Premier is rolling the dice on
education for our children worth it? Please do not pass "GO" do not pass Bill 75.




