
Dear Law Amendments Committee,

I am writing to express my profound disappointment with the introduction of Bill

75.1 believe it is unconstitutional and Iam astounded that any Canadian would

support it. It leaves me deeply troubled about the moral state of the Liberal

government. I am gravely concerned about the future of our province. This is a

GIANT step backwards. As a teacher, a mother and a Nova Scotian I have never

felt so disrespected and discouraged in my entire life!

As an educator for the 26 years I have seen classroom conditions deteriorate and

teacher workload increase. I became a teacher because I love children and I love

learning and as such this is extremely difficult to watch and experience. Iwant

better for our children! Our children deserve better.

Premier MacNeil had many opportunities to put money in the classrooms. He

even had an opportunity with this deplorable bill. I question why he has not used

the money he allotted for the two days (which teachers did not want) that he

offered in the third tentative agreement into the classroom? He obviously had the

money. In addition, by choosing the wage freeze pattern offered in the first

tentative agreement as opposed to the third tentative agreement he also saved a

lot of money. He easily could have invested the money he saved by saying more

teachers would be hired or there would be a plan to address mental health issues.

I think it is clear that by not investing these savings that the premier cares more

about saving money than addressing the needs of our children.

Please do not pass this bill. It offers nothing to address the needs of our children

and it demoralizes our teachers. Go back to the table and really negotiate. Listen

to teachers as they describe what is needed to improve learning conditions. Stand

up for our children. Stand up for our future. Do not go down in history as ignoring

the needs of our children, disrespecting teachers and supporting a bill that is

unconstitutional. Nova Scotians deserve better!

Sincerely,

Janet Briggs




