
Dear Law Amendments Committe, 

I am a teacher, mother, military wife, and a tax paying citizen of Nova Scotia. I am disheartened, 
dismayed and disgusted at the legislation proposed by the Liberal Government to enforce a contract 
on teachers in Nova Scotia. 

I am a passionate teacher. I care about every one of my students. Due to fear of breaching privacy, 
I can't tell you exactly what my Grade 4 classroom looks like.· But what I can tell you is that meeting 
the needs of all of my students is IMPOSSIBLE. With students on IPPs, medication for anxiety and 
ADHD; students on behavior plans; students with Autism Spectrum Disorder; students on 
adaptations and a general mixture of growing personalities it is completely unrealistic to think that I -
one person can meet all of their needs. I sure do try and I give 100% every - single - day. But, it 
means that during any given lesson there are at least a quarter of my class whose needs are not 
being met. Please tell me how you feel a commission or a committee can solve this? 

Your commission will study inclusion. We've been there, done that. We have studies sitting on 
shelves. For example p. 40-43 of the Minister's Action plan has a list of recommendations - and I 
don't think many have been addressed yet! I can tell you what we need. We need resources -
human resources. If these students are to be included we need help. When I first starting teaching, 
chances were good that I would have an E.A in my room to help nurture and support students with 
special needs as well as all students in my room. I felt that I was able to make a difference in the 
lives of children. Over time, these human resources (EAs; resource teachers) got cut and cut until 
they barely exist. Now, a mixture of students on IPPs and students with ADHD and Autism receive 
ZERO extra support. Sure, on paper, there is a recognition of their individual needs. But in practice 
- that is next to impossible. I feel that I am a skilled teacher - but it just CANNOT BE DONE! 

Our school system is only working because of teachers propping up a broken system. WE are the 
foundation. WE are the reason it works - barely. Everything that is outside of my contract is how 
this education system functions. Because of our willingness to volunteer, we are able to keep things 
ticking along. But to what expense? Mine? My students? 

I know I'm not alone in this! Teachers go far and above their contractual obligations every single day. 
I can speak to this personally and as a parent. Each day we, as teachers, are faced with children 
with empty stomachs, anxiety filled minds and hearts, coming from homes where drug and alcohol 
abuse dictates the care and support that they receive each day; and we become the only piece of 
stability and comfort to those students. I know this because, I have had students come to me and tell 
me that they hadn't eaten that day, to which I and many other colleagues have responded by giving 
our own lunches, bought groceries for the families, and filled containers and placed them in discrete 
spots within our classrooms so that hungry students may have something to eat without feeling like 
others will find out. I have personally, along with many other of my colleagues have bought and 
given warm clothing to our students, and bought toys and special gifts so that they would never 
know the pain of being forgotten at Christmas time. We have time and time again given to the 
children in our classrooms, not because we are obligated to do so, but because we love and support 
our students. We do not look for help with this, we do not look for recognition for this, we simply do it 
because we love what we do. 

What we are looking for are the proper tools to meet the needs of the changing classrooms. We 
want to be able to be there for our students, not just the ones who can meet the curriculum 
outcomes, but for the ones with empty bellies, frustrated minds, those who are overwhelmed, under 
developed and can't speak or help themselves. 

I keep hearing that you are listening to us - that our "fingerprints" are on this contract. Well here are 
the things I think we want - the things I think we NEED. I consider myself an expert given that I 



have 4 university degrees and am working on a 5th. So, here's my list of what's truly needed to fix 
this system: 

• Human support - hire EAs for students with special needs. An IPP is a piece of paper that 
can't realistically be implemented without some HELP. 

• Class caps - not caps with flexibility. The less students in a class, the more students I can 
actually spend meaningful time with . 

• Class composition - sometimes it's not just the number of students, it's the composition of 
the students in a class. 

• Stop collecting data that we never actually use or see benefit from. Data collection takes 
away from time working with students. 

• Report cards - let us write what we want so that parents understand. 
• Behavior - let us comment on behaviours and not just outcomes. Sometimes behavior has a 

direct effect on academic performance. 
• Guidance counselors, Pyschologists, SLPs - our students are in crisis and waiting 4 years to 

get them help is unacceptable. 

I understand that all this costs money but sometimes it takes an investment to make something grow 
and prosper. And I want our students to grow. I want them to prosper. It's really all that matters in 
the grand scheme of things. 

Every day I'm in my classroom, I feel like a rockstar. My students ooze enthusiasm despite the 
constraints that are on them. They cheer each other on. They don't bat an eye when they have to 
wait or when they need to put their thoughts on hold. Do you know why? Because that's what I 
encourage. That's what I model. That's what I foster. I wish you could do the same and cheer us 
on as we take on this task of nurturing young minds. 

We opted to stay in our classrooms to be there for those children, despite our struggle to make your 
government fully understand that we need support, we need better classroom conditions; and we 
need it in our contracts, to be enforced! 

Your government's response is to impose a contract on us. To demoralize and demean us, rather 
than thank us for going above and beyond for our NS students. Shame on you all! I am hoping this 
small glimpse into the day of such children will encourage you to tell your government to stop this 
fight and go back to the bargaining table. 

You have the chance to do what is right for the students of Nova Scotia and take a stand against this 
insanity- do NOT take away collective bargaining rights of teachers! 
Sincerely, 
Vikki Priddle B.A; B.Ed; M.Ed; M.Ed 

December 3, 2016 
Dear Premier McNeil 

My name is Martha Priddle and, as a Student of Nova Scotia I would like to address the current 
issues surrounding teachers and their fight for adequate working conditions. As a student, I 
can easily say that the rights teachers are fighting for are things that have personally affected 
me as a student. 
I attend West Kings District High School, which as you likely know is located in a very rural 
community, and we have about 700 students. % of my classes average around 30 students 
each. Most of which consist of 30-50 minutes teaching new material, the other 35-60 minutes 
are spent doing work. Now let's say there's 35 minutes of class left doing work. And there are 
30 students. This only gives the teacher 1 minute and 3 seconds for each student individually. In 
an advanced math class, questions take, on average, 5 minutes to answer. That means the 



teacher can only get to 7/30 students, that's only 23%, less than ~ . Not only does this mean 
our questions don't get answered at times, but it also means we can be waiting anywhere from 
5-30 minutes. My class sizes aren't even the extreme. Some classes in the metro area may 
have over 40 people. That means 7/40 get their questions answered, that is equal to 17.5%. 

I remember in elementary school, and there would be of course students with different needs 
and requirements. Some of whom needed extra support and EA time, many of whom did not 
receive it. Meaning the teachers were left to handle things themselves, meaning they had less 
time for everyone else, and our education suffered. And ten years later this is still happening. 
There are so many stories from teachers and parents alike about how teachers don't have time 
for students. And that is NOT their fault, because they don't have a choice. 

This only goes to show that not only are teachers suffering. Students are too. If you cut them , 
we bleed. Without our teachers we, the students, miss out on education. The province would 
have no doctors, no lawyers, and politicians. We as a society would crumble. 
You once said "You have told me about your hopes and dreams for a Nova Scotia where 
your children and grandchildren can prosper. I share that dream," This is not helping us 
prosper, these are not our hopes and dreams. 

Today a statement was released, saying that if teachers went on work to rule (Adhering only to 
the contract given to them by the provincial government, meaning they arrive only 20 minutes 
before classes start, they work only during school hours, they do not provide lunchtime 
supervision, they do not provide extra help, they do not mark things outside of class. There will 
be no extracurriculars.) schools would be "unsafe". This only goes to show, that the contract 
they have now, is inadequate, because they go above and beyond for our safety, and our 
futures. The statement released only proves that. 

Teachers do so much to support their students, they offer extra help, they buy things for their 
classrooms from their own pockets for us, they fight for better conditions so we can keep getting 
the education we need to build our province up stronger and better. Don't leave them and us to 
struggle. 

We only request that you take teachers back to the negotiating table and listen to what they 
request, give them a fair chance, because without them we would have nothing. Let teachers 
have a voice in this. Let them be heard, and let students be heard too, because we care deeply 
about our futures. Canada is a democracy, and the statements released today are not 
democratic, they are dictatorial. 

-Sincerely, Martha Priddle 




