
Mr./Madam Chair, Committee Members, 

My name is Bill Swan and this is my daughter Caelin. She's in Grade 5 at St. Margaret's 

Bay Elementary in Mrs. Granville's class. My son, Cameron, is in Grade 12 at Sir John 

A. Macdonald High - and should be getting to the shovelling soon. 

We live in Hubley. Due to the 7-year age difference between my children, my wife -

Paula Richardson - and I have long been deeply involved with our children's schools 

starting with the newly opened Kingswood Elementary when we first moved back in 

2005, to St. Margaret Bay Elementary and Five Bridges Junior High. As an aside, I even 

ran for school board in 2008. I lost which I am not sure is a good thing or a bad thing. 

Bill 75 in an affront for many reasons. Perhaps most notably due to the Premier's and 

Education Minister's insistence that teachers, parents and students need to get back to 

"normal." First, please don't speak for me. Second, if the best you can do is return to 

"normal," then you have already failed parents, students and teachers. 

I have sat on School Advisory Councils through Accreditation. Witnessed School 

Improvement Plans (SIP), the Planning for Improvement (PFI) process and have seen -

first hand - the mountains of frivolous paperwork and the grudging acquiescence 

among staff members who were drawn into this "voluntary" process. 

I understand that this was so successful that the process has been renamed at least 

twice to School Success Planning (SSP) and Continuing School Improvement - or 

sardonically speaking - CSI. 

But this metamorphosis continued, to be taken over by the supreme overlord of 

"standardized test results." Whereby we measure for the sake of measuring things, 

Canadian educational "outcomes," using disproven US algorithms (first adopted in 

Canada by BC and Alberta to assess "alternative" schools). As a result we ignore 



ACTUAL things happening in the classrooms, like anxiety, mismatched resourcing and 

... uhhh what was that ? ... oh yeah ... teaching. 

So, teachers rearrange their deckchairs to respond to each new initiative and lose 

valuable teaching, planning and collaboration time, in order to feed Ouroboros the 

mythical snake that eats itself. And now we are going to put $20,000,000 into another 

committee to study what to do and how to adjust the system AGAIN. Yet, as Caelin's 

Grade 4 teacher Mrs. Fraser suggested to me, put the $20,000,000 into classroom 

support now and ask the teachers what needs to be changed. They ALREADY know. 

So, Mr./Madam Chair, Committee Members, as opposed to what you may heard from 

teachers and parents and the public through the news, social media, e-mail and direct 

phone calls and many of the speakers here - I have more pleasant notion. You have 

before you an incredible opportunity. 

The government can continue its hubristic legacy of destruction or - to go back to the 

Titanic allusion - finally right the education ship and leave a legacy of supporting and 

investing in our education system; To treat it as it should be treated - a true investment 

in the future of our province and not as what austerity economics views it - solely as an 

expense to be cut without pause or thought. 

As parents our aspirations are simple. We want to support our teachers - which I do 

wholeheartedly - and allow them to do the jobs they for which they have been trained. 

They are important partners in the upbringing of my children. 

One final note, I asked my 17 year old son what he hoped for. His wish? That he have 

classes with less than 40 people. I hope that by the time Caelin goes to high school 

that this wish will be fulfilled. 

Thank you for your time, 

Bill Swan, , Hubley NS B3Z 1A4,  




