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November 6, 2016

Law Amendments Committee

Bill 59 referred to as Accessibility Act

Dear Committee

Be advised that NSLEO has many objections to the act as presented. We have heard and read many concerns
about this bill during the past 3 business days as it is scheduled to be read at law amendments. We are hopeful
that quick replies from very concerned persons with disabilities, groups and individuals, will have equal
opportunity to review and suggest alterations to the act as those who wrote it. We are prepared to provide such
input in a timely fashion.

We agree with comments that the act as written Nov 2 , 2016 is too vague , has very little in the way of
measurable goals , only refers to a long term timetable but no short term agenda, the committee only meets 4
times a year and penalties are not high enough, to name a few. There are many instances that the word "may"
is used rather than "shall" in order to weaken the bill.

The act does not mention that it does not over rides the NS building code. It is to be noted that the NS
building code is full of loopholes that private and public sector can use, it does not prevent this Accessibility
advisory board to make recommendations to the proper authority to make changes to the NS building code.

Please note Section 44.

44 (1) "The council of every municipality having a population of 10,000 or more shall establish an
accessibility advisory committee or continue any such committee that was established before the coming into
force of this Act."

There are 52 municipal units in NS be it a town , municipal district or municipal county. NSLEO would like to
highlight the exemption ofmunicipalities with a population of 10,000 or less would account to only 16
municipal units and exclude 32. Where this section creates more barriers is in towns that are central to a big
region i.e. Town of Yarmouth population 6,761 , Town of Kentville population 6,094 . These are just two
towns that serve their surrounding area with, for example, hospitals, employment centres , government offices,
movie theatres and many services that cannot be found in a small community but can serve a greater area. It is
NSLEO's opinion that no municipal unit should be exempt from establishing an accessibility advisory
committee.

Respectfully submitted
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