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My name is Martin Willison and I speak on behalf of the Nova Scotia chapter of the Canadian Parks and

Wilderness Society, known as CPAWS-NS. CPAWS is a national registered charity which is interested in
protecting natural heritage through parks, nature reserves and other protected areas. We commonly
work pro-actively with governments on these issues.

I am a retired Dalhousie University professor who held appointments in several faculties, notably the
Faculty of Science (Biology Department) and Faculty of Management (School for Resource and

Environmental studies). Among my several interests, Itaught and conducted research in the subject

area of nature conservation. As it happens, Bonnie Sutherland (who spoke before me) and Craig Smith

(who will speak after me) were both students of mine and, if I remember correctly, they were also my
teaching assistants. I respect both of them for their intelligence, honesty, and commitment to doing
what is right.

The Nova Scotia Nature Trust and the Nature Conservancy of Canada have provided you with a detailed

brief that includes carefully considered proposed amendments to the draft Mineral Resources Act and

its associated Regulations which would allow the government to extend the potential withdrawal of

granting of mineral exploration licenses, special licenses and leases to those protected areas for which

approved land trusts have responsibility. This withdrawal of mineral exploration licenses and leases

already applies to comparable classes of protected areas that are the direct responsibility of the crown

(e.g. wilderness areas and nature reserves).

The Nova Scotia chapter of the CPAWS fully supports the proposal made by the Nova Scotia Nature

Trust and the Nature Conservancy of Canada.

In this context it is important to understand the roles played by the Nova Scotia Nature Trust and the

Nature Conservancy of Canada in the province's overall nature and biodiversity conservation strategy.

Canada is signatory to the United Nations Convention on Biodiversity and has legal responsibilities at the

federal and provincial levels to protect those components of the world's natural heritage that lie within

their respective jurisdictions. Biodiversity is the essence of life itself and its protection is both a legal

and a moral responsibility. To not do so would be both illegal and immoral.

Protected areas are the core of any biodiversity conservation strategy, and from the mid 1990s onwards

the Province of Nova Scotia has done a relatively good job in establishing and managing protected areas

to this end. Over the years I assisted with this process, taught my students about it, and spoke



enthusiastically at international scientific meetings about the sound scientific basis on which the

province has been building its conservation strategy. Iam therefore disappointed that this progress

seems to have hit a 'speed bump' with the lack of response to the thoroughly reasonable proposals put

forward in a timely manner by the Nova Scotia Nature Trust and the Nature Conservancy of Canada

regarding revision of the Mineral Resources Act.

Some three quarters of Nova Scotia's lands are privately owned. The province has long recognized that

the only way to achieve its own biodiversity conservation goals is to include nature reserves on private

land within its overall conservation strategy. Indeed, when the province reports to the public on

progress towards achieving its goals, it includes the Nature Trust's reserves in its reports as a special

category. The government of Nova Scotia has repeatedly praised the Nature Trust for its work, and has

often acted in partnership with both the Nature Trust and the Nature Conservancy of Canada in their

work. Public funds have sometimes, but not always, been used for this purpose. This has been a very

successful partnership and clearly reveals the respect that the province holds for these organizations.

There is a problem, however, and it's a problem recognized at the international level. The problem is

that none of the nature reserves that are managed by the Nature Trust are recognized at the

international level as having the highest level of nature protection. This is not because they are

mismanaged in any way but only because the Nature Trust's nature reserves are technically open to

mineral resource exploration and extraction. The province wants to be recognized as a place where

people care about nature. The province wants to attract new residents and tourists who come here

because this is a beautiful and caring region of the world. We need to match our legislative actions to

those goals, and to do so in this case has virtually no cost.

I find it most remarkable that Section 2(2) of the draft legislation states:

"In administering this Act, the Minister shall consider the principles and goals referred to in the

Environmental Goals and Sustainable Prosperity Act, which include the Mi'kmaq concept of Netukulimk."

There is no doubt in my mind that the amendment proposals put forward by the Nature Trust and

Nature Conservancy do consider both the Environmental Goals and Sustainable Prosperity Act and the

Mi'kmaq concept of Netukulimk and are fully consistent with them. To not accept these reasonable

proposals appears contradictory to Section 2(2) of the draft Act.

Itherefore respectfully request that the draft Act be amended accordingly.


