
Tuesday December 15th, 2015

Dear Chair of the Law Amendments Committee:

My name is Kathy-Lee Brickenden and I oppose Bill 148.1 am a proud teacher with
40 years experience teaching in Canada and abroad. I have been with the Halifax
Regional School Board for over 19 years. Nowhere else have I seen such a blatant
disregard for the educational welfare of young people, except maybe in the third world
conditionsof some of our First Nation Reserves, where I have also taught.

Teaching has always been a rewardingand challenging vocation yet it can be incredibly
difficult at times; the government's Bill 148 is going to worsen existingconditions. Not
only is the government attemptingto strip teachers of our constitutional right to fair
collectivebargaining, this bill will also hinder our advocacy for funding, funding that
would improve our students learning environments which just so happen to be our
working conditions.

It has always amazed me how high school students and their classroom conditions have
been ignored by everyone. There are no class size caps in high school unless a course is
being piloted; there are insufficient reading and work materials for courses without
textbooks. There is a total lack of lower level reading materials for EAL students with
limited English Language Skills. My school is the magnet high school for New
Canadians and we are proud of the services we provide, however, very few of which are
financed fully by our government agencies. Mental health issues continue to increase
among all the students; and of course now we have even more students suffering from
PTSD and yet we do not have one mental health worker. Why is that?

I have often wondered why teachers who have been and continue to be very active in the
classrooms of our schools are not consulted by the School Boards or Dept. of Education.
It is a mystery. So many of the consultants at the board level are not high school
experienced teachers, or teachers with recent and relevant experience, why is that? How
can they be directing and creating policies and curriculum without consulting me?
Professional Development would better serve the schools if they were allowed to be
school-based managed. (This would be a lot less costly than the school board system we
currently have.) Each school represents a particular demographic neighbourhood with
specific needs, and the teachers and school administrators of the neighbourhood school
know them best.

There have been increasing demands on us for our time outside the classroom such as the
duplicate reporting and other types of redundant virtual paperwork, an expectation that
teachers are on-call 24/7 via email, and the endless list of additional procedures and steps
related to policies and protocols. Teachers already work far beyond their contractual
obligations and do so willingly when it is for the welfare and the benefit of their students.
Our objections to Bill 148 have absolutely nothing to do with salary; we are paid well, let
me make that perfectly clear. If it were about the money teachers wouldn't be spending
hundreds of dollars of their own money each year on supplies for their classrooms. The students



are the ones that are continually short-changed by government's narrow vision of what investing
in education means. Invest in the classrooms and you invest and support the students of Nova
Scotia and allow the teachers of Nova Scotia to do what they do best, teach successfully with
pride and dignity.

Respectively,

Kathy-Lee Brickenden
English Dept. Head
Halifax West High School


