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Section 74 sets the time limit for filing a complaint against a former member or firm. While I
understand the intent, I believe 6 years is beyond a reasonable time to initiate a complaint against
an individual or firm that is no longer practising. 2 years should be a sufficient time for the
registration of a complaint.

References:

73

In Sections 66 and 68 to 112,
(a) "registrant" includes a former member, student or candidate of, or an individual whose name
formerly appeared on a register maintained by, CPA Nova Scotia or a legacy body;
(b) "registered firm" includes
(i) a firm that was formerly registered by CPA Nova Scotia, and
(ii) a firm that was registered as a professional corporation or limited liability partnership by a legacy
body or was a firm whose name had been approved by a legacy body.

74 A complaint against a registrant or registered firm must be brought within the latest of six years
of the individual or firm

(a) ceasing to be registered by CPA Nova Scotia;
(b) ceasing to be a member of ICANS, CMANS or CGANS; and
(c) ceasing to be a registered student of ICANS,

The Act sets out conditions under which a member may be subject to a custodianship order.
Section 114 lists circumstances under which a custodianship order may be issued. Once issued
there are broad powers of search and seizure (section 117). Section 114(5)(e) includes a condition
that a custodianship order may be issued when the member has failed to conduct the member's
practice in accordance with any restriction or condition to which the member is subject pursuant
to this Act. In theory, this could result in the application of the search and seizure provisions for a
minor infraction of the Act. This paragraph should be removed as there are adequate measures in
the Act to protect the public and the members without including this paragraph.

114(5) A custodianship order may only be made if
(e) the member has failed to conduct the member's practice in accordance with any restriction or
condition to which the member is subject pursuant to this Act;

117 A custodianship order may
(b) authorize the custodian or a sheriffor any police officer or other individual acting on the direction
of the custodian or a sheriff to
(i) enter, by force if necessary, any building, dwelling or other premises, or any vehicle or other
place, where there are reasonable grounds for believing that property that
is or should be in the possession or control of the member may be found,
(ii) search the building, dwelling, premises, vehicle or place,
(iii) open, by force ifnecessary, any safety deposit box or other receptacle,
(iv) require an individual to provide access to property that is or should be in the possession or
control of the member, and
(v) seize, remove and deliver to the custodian property that is or should be in the possession or
control of the member;
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I am a former president of CGA Nova Scotia. I fully support this legislation, however, there are a few
specific items that, in the public interest, require further consideration.

Under the proposed legislation, the Board and members decide what is to be included in services
that will be subject to this Act. The definitions included in 2(g), 2(zr) and 2(zz) combined with
section 130(7) could, in theory, subject a tax lawyer, tax preparer, bookkeeper, etc to the
provisions of this Act.

This could be avoided if the Act clearly specified what activities are included or excluded from the
definition of chartered professional accounting.

References:

2 In this Act,

(g) "chartered professional accounting" means the provision of any professional service usually or
ordinarily performed by chartered professional accountants, whether or not

such services are offered to or provided to the public;

(zr) "professional services" means the services offered bya chartered professional accountant;

(zz) "regulated services" means those chartered professional accounting services specified as such
in the by-laws;

130(7) For the purpose of this Act, proof of the performance of one act in the practice of chartered
professional accounting is sufficient to establish that an individual has engaged in the practice of
chartered accounting.

Similarly Section 2(v)(iii) in the definition of firm is too broad, particularly since section 44
prevents a firm from doing business in Nova Scotia. Eliminating paragraph (iii) would adequately
define a firm for purposes of this Act.

References:

2 (v) "firm" means an organization that is
(i) carrying on the practice of public accounting,
(ii) using any of the protected designations as part of the name ordescription of the organization, or

(iii) carrying on any other activity identified in the by-laws as being an activity that, if undertaken to
the extent set out in the by-laws, would cause the organization to be considered a firm for the
purpose of this Act;

44Afirm shall not carry on any business in the Province unless it is registered by CPA Nova Scotia


